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a small but fervent group of Japanese
Christians, and pray on site, their
lives are impacted. When they sing
‘words such as “Shine, Jesus, Shine!
Fill THIS land [Japan!] with the
Father’s glory. Send forth Your Word,
Lord, and let there be light,” they are
burdened for those in sin’s darkness.
Those who come with seeking
hearts go home with changed world-
S

of supporters He or she will touch
the hves of many people 1na003551b1e
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Simple Steps to

Sucecessiul Short-term Missions Trips

By Eddie Payne, director of mobilization and recruitment

N\

J

SteP 1

Start with the Bible

V

\

Spiritual success depends on a
firm biblical foundation. Preparation
for effective ministry needs to be
based on the scriptural mandate for
reaching the lost around the world.
Focused preaching, teaching the bib-
lical basis of missions and studying
God’s historical use of His people to
evangelize the lost can help achieve
spiritual preparation.

StEP 2

Confirm Motivation

Missions trips are quite the fad in
our affluent Western culture.
Reasonably priced tickets for interna-
tional travel may be purchased on nu-
merous Web sites. Avoid making a
missions trip an overseas vacation at
the expense of brothers and sisters in
Christ. Proper motivation reflects a
desire to glorify God in obedient ser-
vice and help career missionaries ad-
vance the gospel. It also should pro-

vide a learning and enrichment expe-
rience for the visitor.

SteP 3

Train Leadership

Successful missions trips include
much more than asking who wants to
go, setting a time and place, and
boarding a plane. We at Free Will
Baptist Foreign Missions have dis-

e

A group studies during a training session.

covered the necessity of trained lead-
ership to select, train and direct a
well-prepared team. Many excellent
books deal with short-term missions
preparation. But we recommend that
groups which desire to do missions
trips contact us for information on a
training program done by Culture
Link. This organization presents four
seminars annually, training up to 54
individuals in each session. We have
hosted the seminar three consecutive
years in Nashville, Tenn., with an-
other planned for January 2005.

Contact us (angela@nafwb.org) for
information about upcoming semi-
nars.

Step 4

Start Close/Work
Outward

A successful trip need not be dis-
tant. Following the guidelines of
Culture Link, mitial efforts should be
near home. A one- or two-day project
with a nearby sister church or com-
passionate ministry can be an enrich-
ing and fulfilling experience. It can
provide a practical proving ground
for evaluating the aptitude and atti-
tude of those wishing to travel to
more distant destinations while ac-
complishing valuable work nearby.
We encourage you to network with
home missionaries and plan a trip
across the country or across a near
border. Consult with foreign mission-
aries and our Foreign Missions office
to determine where and how to make
a successful overseas missions trip.
Opportunities abound and great good
will come from short-term trips prop-
erly planned and executed.
Volunteers work on cleaning a drain pip
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y Jaimie Lan “aste

¢¢ & nd Jesus said unto him, ‘No
man, having put his hand to
he plough, and looking back,
is fit for the kingdom of God’” (Luke
9:62).

How do you say “thank you™ to a
missionary for 40 years of service?
The beautiful amethyst necklace
wrapped and ready for presentation
seemed like a good start, but some-
thing was still lacking. These were
my thoughts as [ walked along the
street in Montevideo, Uruguay. Then
I spied the perfect gift in a store win-
dow—a large set of cow horns! [
bought them and the “Grabbing the
Bull by the Horns” award was born.

The award recipient was mission-
ary Molly Barker, or as she is known
in Uruguay, Senorita Molly. Forty
years ago Miss Molly accepted the
challenge put to her by Free Will
Baptist Foreign Missions. She arrived
in Uruguay a year later, grabbed min-
istry by the horns and has not let go.

Molly is blessed with an inex-
haustible supply of energy. On a typi-
cal visit to Montevideo she endures a
six-hour bus ride, arriving early in the

6 HeartBeat/March-April 2004

then rides another six hours home.

morning; visits missionary homes, a
Christian bookstore, and the bank;

Summer is Miss Molly’s busiest
time. She plans, prepares materials
and conducts several daily vacation
Bible schools. She also plans for the
annual family camp.

Forty years ago Miss Molly
grabbed ministry by the
1 horns and has' not let go.

Weekday@ are spem working with

e people in Rivera and weekends
are spent in Melo, assmtmg the lay

~ pastor. She has an immense love for
 children and she teaches them wher-

ever she can find space. This is most
evident in Melo's small church which
has very few Sunday school rooms.
Molly teaches the children in a con-
verted tool shed fitted with benches
for the children. (The tools are still
present with drying fish hanging
overhead!)

Uruguayans are not the only ones
who are blessed by the presence of

As we age she attende bmhday par— ,
‘holidays,
she is there. The kldS adore her be-
cause she loves to play Skxp—Bo '
In a time when missionary attrition
1s a recurring missions theme, Molly
Barker remains an example of one

~ who has commxttedherself to the

still effcctwe and E
part of our Uruguay missions team.
We know she will pmbably be the ul-
timate Hall of Fame recipient for the
“Grabbing the Bull by the Horns”
award. She remains an example of
tenacity, grit and self-reliance blan-
keted with a healthy dependence on
God—a combination necessary for
missionary work.
The gifts and recognition we be*
stowed upon Senonta Molly pale in
comparison to her future heavenly re-
ward for her faithful service to the
Lord and to the country of Uruguay
Jaimie Lancaster curremly serves s field chairman for o

Uruguay, He and his wife Tammy and sons John
William and Jonathan haye worked i in Mo cVIdao,

Uraguay, xmct 1999

Molly loves cluldren cmd

_ wherever she can fi nd space '
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By Don :rwlfz!“ ,

issionaries and missionary
kids have been her bulletin

board * pmup‘; over the past

35 years She’s been a “mom’ to
many missionaries and “Aunt”
Shirley to their children. She cer-

tainly has been the single most appre-

ciated and contacted person on the
Foreign Missions staff.

Shirley Lauthern is a wife, mother
of three children and grandmother of
eight. Yet, somehow she found time

and energy to serve as executive sec-

retary and special assistant to four of
the five general directors who have
led Foreign Missions for Free Will
Baptists. J. Reford Wilson hired her
and directors Rolla D. Smith, R.
Eugene Waddell and James F.
Forlines all benefited from her skills,
confidentiality, memory, efficiency
and personal care. When out of the
office each one felt confident she
could handle things adequately until
his return.

She was extr
dependable and submissive to those
in authority. I have never met anyone
who was more efﬁcient yet entirely

sronary to Ivory Coast, wrote
Shirley: “You are one of the mcest
most gracious adres it has been my

pedia for anyone connected with the

Mission and a welcome voice to mis-

sionaries calling from overseas.
Though she carried a full work-
load, Shirley had time to listen to
those who expressed a need. Curt and
Mary Holland described her as a
“blend of Mary and Martha—always
willing to listen and yet busy serving
others.” She has constantly exempli-

fied a servant’s heart. When mission-
aries had a need, they knew Shirley

would see it was met. Co-workers
knew she would make the time and

find a way to help them. Invariably,

she knew where or how to find
needed information.

' Curt and Mary Holland

 described her as a “blend of

Mary and Martha.”

one commdnds more I‘CSpCCt

~ from the missionary family than
 Shirley. Jeff and Susan Turnbough in
- Spain expressed it this way: “In addi-

to being professional, you have
ways been a model of Chr

character. Not only have you done

your work so well, you did it with

such a sweet servant sprrrt that it

:‘Darren and Dana Portell of the
rance “M” Team wrote, “One of

Shirley Lauthern receives a crystal bowl with a globe of the world from James Forlines.

our most precious memories of the

 office will always be your smiles and

greetings as we came through the
door. We will never forget how you
love our children and us. From our

very first visit you treated our chil-
_ dren like they were so valuable.”
Jaimie Lancaster in Uruguay shared,

“I truly believe that each missionary

18 special to Shirley and that is the
- reason everyone loves her.”

As we worked together over the

past 32 years I have been amazed.
 She is always aware of birthdays,
 special events and individual personal
interests. She is committed to the

Lord, to her family, to the Mission
and to her church.
January 30 marked Shirley

~ Lauthern’s final day on staff with

Foreign Missions. I count it an honor

to have worked with her and will

cherish memories of seeing her face
ht up when a mrssronary or an MK

when [ 1ecall 'the trmes she hab done

- something special for someone, only
to say “thankyou” as though the re-

ght years
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: ctobex 1 2002 wﬂl llve for-
placed from the country they wd

ever in the minds of the 22

Free Will Baptist missionaries
then assigned to Cote d’Ivoire. After
the September 19 ﬂege at the Ivory
Coast Academy (ICA) in Bouake re-
sulted in evacuation, events in the
; country deteriorated and the field
council decided all FWB mlssxonary

pet sonnel should eave.

. Alice Smith remembers, “There
was an almost overwhelmmg sadness
because [ knew what civil war could
do to my beloved Cote d’Iyoire. I
was angry that Satan had finally suc-

~ ceeded in bringing war by sowing ha-
tred, jealously and : a 1ust for power in

the hearts of men.”
For many missionaries, leavmg
the Ivorians behind to an uncertain

- future and bemo unable to say good- 0

' bye—so0 important in that culture—
was tough. “Seeing the question
maxks in believers’ eyes troubled:
me,’ Jeny Pinkerton said. Some mis-
. sionaries felt they were abandomng

 their spiritual children, While they
could evacuate, the Atncans could
not.

For Verlin and Debbie Andermn

the greater emotional struggles have -

“been exper 1enced stateside. Verlin -
stated; “The greater adult str ugc]es

“ have been felt here. The thought of
ot returning has also been challeng~
ing o the clnldren e

ing war.”

Our missionaries were totally dis-

given fhen lives to setve!

“l was angry that Satan h d’.

Missionaries and d1re 0

- October 21-22 fo discuss options: It
“became clear things were oo unset- .

tled for anyone to resume previous
ministries. After two days of tears,
expressing concern and frustration,

prayer and strateglzmg, it was del - ] o
- mwmonanes 1o closely nionitor
events in the country. Othersind the

cided everyone would be on an un-

planned six-month stateside assign-

ment as we continued to evaluate
COI]dl[lOﬂS in the counfry.
“I have probably shed more tears

. this past year than during my entire
lifetime,” Alice Smith confessed. “I ;

have 1eamed and continue to learmn,

Students load up to evacuate the campus (left) at International Christian Academy in Cite
" d’Ivoire as Frencl froops (right) prep re to lead them out of Bouake : ,
1 B4 v

g .

»

i

By Steve Lytle .
darector of j" eld opemtwns

. what 1t means 0 trust my Heavenly :
. Father.” Yes, God teaches amazmg,

life-changing lessons while waitifig.
on Him.

. How do you cope if you're a mis-
sionary in such a situation? What do
you do when your world is turned up-
side down?

One-way. to manage is to stay

y. The unantlmpated stateside as-

o slgnment becai an””opportumty 10 |

minister in churches Missionaries
strengthened support and focused at-
tention. ona real-life, despel ate situa-

“tion,

i can also be therapeunc for some :

close monitoring extremely stressful
and prefer to just check occasionally.
Most displaced missionaries try to

 keep contact with national believers,

prov1dmg encouragement. Informa-
tion s also received to better pray for




traveled fo Abldjan
The Pinkertons: have rem'

signment but with responsibilities
w1th ICA retumed for several brlef

and‘chur‘cl'l’es, ind m
tor events

NortE: This article was written in November 2002,

See page10 for important ministry updates.




Andersons and A. Smith

Return to Cote d'lvoire

Missionaries Verlin and Debbie
Anderson and Alice Smith are
scheduled to depart March 24 for
Cote d'lvoire. They will be based
in the economic capital of Abidjan
for the rest of 2004. Verlin will en-
roll in a French language re-
fresher course.

Prior to permission being

Verlin and Debbie Anderso and Ae Smith will return to Céte d'Ivoire in March.

granted to return to Ivory Coast,
Verlin made an exploratory trip in
January to the neighboring coun-
try of Ghana to determine the po-
tential of temporary ministry
there. He also was able to check
on personal and Mission belong-
ings and contact some lvorian be-
lievers.

Debbie Anderson had laparo-
scopic gall bladder surgery on
February 27.
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Cronk's o

“Trula Cronk’s flow of words, her breadth of learning, her

vivid pictures, cast-iron honesty, and indelible lessons give this |

autobiography a priceless appeal beyond the ordinary.” |
—Robert J. Morgan, pastor and author, Nashville, Tenn. P

$12% each
plus $2.00 Shipping and Handling

Order from

FOREIGN MISSIONS

P.0. Box 5002, Antioch, TN 37011-5002
www.nafwb.org/fm or heartbeat@nafwb.org
or call 877-767-7736

Jim and Shirley Combs are retiring and
have submitted their resignation.

Combs Home; to Retire/

Resign from Mission

Jim and Shirley Combs, mission-
aries to Brazil, arrived in Okla-
homa January 27 for a three-
month stateside assignment. Dur-
ing their time in the States the
Combs plan to visit as many
churches and individuals who
partner in their ministry as possi-
ble.

On February 18, Jim and Shirley
visited with director of field oper-
ations Steve Lytle and other staff
members. After 40 years of min-
istry, they indicated they felt it
time to retire/resign from the Mis-
sion. “We hope to return to Brazil
for continued ministry,” wrote
Jim, “even though our official sta-
tus will have changed.” The resig-
nation is effective May 31, 2004.

Eagletons Visit Ivorians,

Transition to Brazil

Former missionaries to Cote
d’lvoire Dr. Kenneth and Rejane
Eagleton traveled from Brazil to
Céte d'lvoire February 17.

The couple visited with Jerry
and Carol Pinkerton in Abidjan
and then traveled to Bouna and
Doropo to say goodbye to Ivorian
Christians and friends. They also
gathered personal belongings left
behind during the 2002 evacua-
tion. They were scheduled to re-
turn to Brazil on February 27.



pray in small groups.

The Eagletons plan to minister
in the church in Belo Horizonte
for the next year while Jim and
Vicki Sturgill are on stateside as-
signment.

Response to Prayer

Summit 2004 Good

Ninety-five people from 15
states gathered for Prayer Summit
2004 January 16-18 at Garner
Creek Retreat Center in Dickson,
Tenn. Pastors, laymen, women,
college students and seniors gave
high marks to the weekend de-
signed to intercede for world
evangelization and to equip local
churches for a more meaningful
prayer ministry.

Dr. LaVerne and Mrs. Lorene
Miley challenged attendees with
biblical teaching in plenary ses-
sions. Seminars were given by mis-
sionaries Mike and Deleen
Cousineau (The Warfare Nature
of Prayer), Pastor Glen Johnson
(How to Have a Prayer Revival),
and staff members Eddie Payne
and Doug Little (The Basis of
Prayer Journeying).

However, according to General
Director James Forlines, "The
main emphasis was active prayer
for our world, our missionaries,

Prayer Summit 2004 participants discuss world needs, share prayer requests, and

our nation, our churches and our-
selves." This was accomplished
through a concert of prayer, small
group prayer gatherings, virtual
prayer journeys to several mission
fields, private prayer opportuni-
ties and prayer with fasting.

“I've been well reminded that
I've taught my people to pray, but
| haven't led my people to pray,”
one pastor commented. “Quite
frankly, | came very discouraged,
but I've been refreshed, refocused
and redirected.”

Due to the favorable response
of attendees, Foreign Missions ex-
pects to plan regional prayer sum-
mits for 2005.

The Hanna Project Board

Selects Interim Director

The board of the non-govern-
mental organization (NGO), The
Hanna Project, has requested
Clint Morgan to serve as interim
director through December 2004
or until an administrative director
can be found.

The Hanna Project Board is
chaired by Steve Lytle, former mis-
sionary to Panama and director of
field operations for Foreign Mis-
sions. Former Cote d’lvoire mis-
sionary Eddie Payne is vice-chair-

Jonathan Bunch, son of Panama mis-
sionaries Stan and Brenda Bunch, was
chosen as editor of the Journal of Dis-
pute Resolution.

man. Foreign Missions director of
financial operations, Rob Conley,
serves as secretary-treasurer.

The NGO's board anticipates
approval of its tax-exempt appli-
cation by the Internal Revenue
Service in June. Donations are
being accepted while awaiting
this approval. The Hanna Project
will allow workers to minister to
the physical needs of people to
whom traditional missionaries are
denied access. Once felt needs are
met, spiritual needs can also be
addressed.

The first efforts of the Hanna
Project will focus on Central Asia.
A construction crew is being as-
sembled to make repairs to a
camp in Tajikistan.

MK Chosen as Editor

of Legal Journal

Jonathan Bunch, son of Pan-
ama missionaries Stan and Brenda
Bunch, was notified February 18
of his selection as editor in chief
for the 2004-2005 University of
Missouri-Columbia School of
Law’s Journal of Dispute Resolu-
tion. The student-edited academic
journal is recognized as the lead-
ing legal publication in the area
of alternative dispute resolution.

“During the interview process |
was asked why | worked so much
harder than my fellow students,”
wrote Jonathan. “l was able to
share how Dad used to make me

e
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Missionaries Bobby and Geneva Poole and their son, John, (center) bow in the new

tabernacle as Pastor Jean Carlo (with microphone) prays during a dedication service
for the new building (right) constructed on the camp property in Jaboticabal, Brazil.

==
dig ditches and paint fences in
Panama and Mom always encour-
aged us kids to do everything for
the glory of God. It was nice to
have a brief opportunity to ex-
plain the driving force in my life.”
Jonathan and his wife Amanda
live in Columbia, Mo., where he is
a second-year law student at UMC
and works as a legal intern with
the Missouri Attorney General'’s
office.

All New
FWB
World
Prayer
Guide

Available
NOwW!

Eaee Wit Bammis
e Maaven b

church.

Pray for your Jerusalem, Judea, Sa-
maria and the ends of the earth.

$1.00 each up to 50
Over 50 are 50¢ each

Order from

FOREIGN MISSIONS
P.0. Box 5002, Antioch, TN 37011-5002
www.nafwhb.org/fm
heartbeat@nafwh.org
or call 877-767-7736
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Five Saved in Brazil

During Annual Retreat

According to Bobby Poole, five
people made salvation decisions
and several rededicated their lives
at the February 21-25 family re-
treat at Acampamento Jeova
Shama (The Lord is Present) in
Jaboticabal, Brazil. The retreat is
held annually during Brazil's Car-
naval.

Four churches in Campinas and
Ribeirdo Preto brought 140 full-
time campers. Another 30 people
attended the evening services.

Attendees worshiped in a new
tabernacle, built in memory of
Bobby and Geneva Poole's par-
ents and their faithful service to
the Lord. Construction money was
donated by family members of
Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Hicks of Effing-
ham, S.C., and Mr. and Mrs. Ver-
non Poole of Clarksville, Tenn.

Embracing the Vision IV

Video Now Available

Embracing the Vision IV, a four-
session video production, focuses
on individual involvement in shar-
ing the gospel “in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea, and in Samaria, and
unto the uttermost part of the
earth.”

The Embracing the Vision IV video series
with accompanying materials is ready to
be shipped upon request.

Through various examples of
God’s leading and working in the
lives of short-term overseas ser-
vants, professional volunteers and
career missionaries, this presenta-
tion seeks to guide each individ-
ual through self-evaluation and
commitment to God's will at
home or abroad.

ETV IVis available upon request
at no cost. As with the previous
Embracing the Vision series, For-
eign Missions anticipates the re-
sponse of recipients to include a
generous World Missions Offer-
ing toward mobilization efforts.
If a church has not viewed the
previous videos, they should be
seen first.

Churches may place an order
for the new four-part series, or
any of the ETV videos, by phone
(1-877-767-7736), e-mail (heart-
beat@nafwb.org) or Web site
(www.nafwb.org/fm).

Japan Missionaries Seek

English Teachers

According to missionary Linda
Snow, English teachers are des-
perately needed to assist mission-
aries in Japan.

"Do you know anyone who
feels the need to do something
different for God?" asks Linda.
"Teaching English in Japan will
give you a chance to move out of
your comfort zone and allow God



Pastor Sergej Besarab, missionary pastor of a small Baptist church in Isfara, Tajikistan,

plays the guitar in a service. He was murdered on January 12 in the church building during

his private worship time.

to use you in a different culture as
a witness for Him."

Those interested may contact
Judy Lytle, candidate coordinator
(judy@nafwb.org or 1-800-767-
7736).

Tajik Pastor Murdered
in Church Building

Sergej Besarab, missionary pas-
tor of a small Baptist church in Is-
fara, Tajikistan, was murdered
during his private worship time in
the church sanctuary on January
12. Sergej and his wife, Tamara,
lived on the church premises with
another missionary couple, Rus-
tam and Lena.

A youth meeting concluded at
6 p.m. at the church. Sergej ac-
companied the young people to
their homes and returned to the
church. The missionaries had a
group devotional time and then
Sergej went into the meeting hall
for a time of private reflection, as
he did daily. Electricity in Isfara is
turned off at 9 p.m. each day.
Shots were fired into the meeting
hall shortly before 9 o’clock. Four
bullets entered Sergej's body.
Then the shooter emptied the
magazine of his automatic
weapon into the living quarters of
the building and a car outside.

In contrast to the traditional
Central Asian funeral, hundreds
of people heard the gospel and
witnessed a celebration of hope.
Government officials were among
those attending the memorial ser-
vices.

News Capsul

Brazil—A total of 25 students
have enrolled in the first quarter
of the Bible institute program in
Barbacena, Brazil.

India—Five states in India have
enacted anti-conversion laws in-
timidating low-caste Hindus from
converting to another religion.
The laws require potential con-
verts to seek government permis-
sion and some laws require a sec-
ondary education. A national
anti-conversion law is currently on
the table.

Brazil—According to Bobby Ay-
cock in Barbacena, Brazil, José
Carlos Mayrink indicated he feels
the Lord has called him to preach.
José Carlos has been assisting with
the work in Antonio Carlos for
some time and Bobby hopes to

—
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Amount $ Date

—> . .
gradually give him more responsi-
bility.

India—Pastor David Rajkumar in
South India was diagnosed with a
“low grade cell sarcoma” and had
surgery on February 3. When he
returned for radiation and
chemotherapy on February 26 he
was told it was unnecessary. He
and his family praise the Lord for
His wonderful work. A special
thanksgiving service was planned
for February 29 in Bethel FWB
Church where David pastors.

Edinburg, Tex.—Missionary to
Panama Lila Nichols had a benign
fibroid tumor removed on Janu-
ary 28. The Nichols, former mis-
sionaries to Cote d'lvoire, hope to
finish language school July 1 and
begin ministry in Panama in early
August.

Brazil—Four people accepted

GirTs FRom THE HEART

These special gifts were received in
December 2003 and January 2004:
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Wilson, Va.

Mrs. Ella Bee Davis
Goldsboro, N.C.

Jimmy and Janie Aldridge
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In Memory of
Terrence Moore

LaRue Davis

Marie Guyton

Daisy Poston
Jane Dixon Player Julian Dixon
Lake City, S.C.

Mary D. Ruschky
Columbia, S.C.

Julian Dixon

In Honor of
Mr. Jerry Atwell

Donor

First FWB Church
Amory, Miss.
Mrs. Linda Pinion
Union City, Tenn.

Charles Hingst
Shirley Lauthern
Carole Ragan

Mary Dixon Ruschky Ellen Dixon

Columbia, S.C.
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the end of January.

Christ as Savior in Uberlandia,
Brazil, during January according
to Tom Hughes. Making decisions
were Valdiney and Arianne, a
young couple planning to marry
in April; Larissa, an eight-year-old
daughter of a faithful church
member; and Ariana, a 19-year-
old girl who works for Larissa’s
mother.

Korea—Dr. John Chang, coordi-
nator of Free Will Baptist min-
istries in South Korea, preached
four times in an interdenomina-
tional youth crusade at the end of
January. Many of the 5,000 young
people attending made decisions
for salvation or full-time min-
istries.

Spain—Tim and Kristi Johnson,
missionaries to Spain, have moved
from the pueblo of Villalba to
Alpedrete. Anthony and Lea Edg-
mon and the Johnsons are work-
ing to establish a new church in
this pueblo.

Brazil—Jim and Vicki Sturgill, mis-
sionaries to Belo Horizonte, Brazil,
will arrive for stateside assign-
ment March 16. The Sturgills have
worked with the Belo Horizonte
church since October 1994.

Japan—Brenda Wendlandt com-
pleted her two-year assignment

) LY B ; .
Dr. John Chang preaches during an interdenominational youth crusade in Korea near

to Tokyo, Japan, in January and
has returned to the States. Brenda
used English classes to establish
contacts with Japanese students
and adults.

Miharashidai Church Has

Concerted Prayer Time

The Miharashidai FWB Church
in Ebetsu, Hokkaido, Japan, held a
concerted time of prayer simulta-
neous with the Prayer Summit
held in Dickson, Tenn., in January.
Nathan Snow said, "One church
member testified how as he
prayed God began to open his
eyes not only to his responsibility
to reach his fellow man, but also
to his responsibility to keep a pure
relationship with God."

Church Raises $46,839 in

Tennessee Walk-a-thon

Limestone Free Will Baptist
Church in Limestone, Tenn., re-
cently tallied the receipts for their
annual walk-a-thon and came up
with an amazing $46,839, exceed-
ing their $44,200 goal by $2,639.

The church has participated in
the Tennessee Walk-A-Thon for
many years. But in 2002 coordina-
tor Dwight Mitchell conceived the
idea of working through the Sun-
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Pastor Ronnie Mitchell (left) and Dwight
Mitchell, walk-a-thon coordinator, stand
by a thermometer demonstrating the
walk-a-thon goal of Limestone FWB
Church in East Tennessee.

day school. Class goals were set
based on individual goals, and
these were totaled for a church
goal. The 2002 goal of $36,000
was exceeded by $831.

"We, as a church, feel support-
ing missions is not just a duty, but
a privilege," stated Pastor Ronnie
Mitchell. "The key is getting more
walkers involved in setting per-
sonal goals and obtaining spon-
sors. God works through the
faithfulness of His people!"

The Tennessee Walk-A-Thon
monies are disbursed among all
foreign missionaries from Ten-
nessee.

Board Member Lunches

with Ivorian Diplomats

Foreign Missions board mem-
ber and former missionary to
Ivory Coast Sherwood Lee was in-
vited to participate in a tour and

reception for Madame Simone
Ehivet Gbagbo at MclLeod Re-
gional Medical Center in Florence,
S.C., on February 9. Ivorian Am-
bassador Pascal Kokora and sev-
eral personal assistants and body-
guards accompanied Mme.
Gbagbo, First Lady of Cote
d’lvoire. Following a tour of the
hospital a luncheon was served.
Mme. Gbagbo asked Pastor Lee to
bless the meal in French.

Mme Gbagbo, a member of an
evangelical church in Abidjan,
Cote d'lvore, was visiting friends
in the area and added the hospi-
tal to her good will tour.

ICA to Resume Class
Schedule in Fall of 2004

The school board of Interna-
tional Christian Academy (ICA) in
Bouaké, Cote d'lvoire, met in a
special session in Bouaké in Janu-
ary. After considering current con-
ditions, the board voted to re-
sume operation of the school in
the fall of 2004.

Missionaries Clint Morgan and
Mike Cousineau attended the
meeting and were able to visit
some of villages and speak with
Christians while there.

French troops have occupied
the school facilities since the at-
tempted coup, preventing looting
and destruction of the property.
Though unrest continues in the
country, Ivorians appear “tired of
war,” trade and travel routes are
reopening, and things are settling
down.

Mike Cousneau (left) shares information with villagers in Céte d’Ivoire while there
in January. Clint Morgan (right) visits with an Ivorian Christian family.

FinanciAL BEAT

Through January 2004
Income for December 2003............ccoccovvvecrrrinennns $ 799,155.13
Income through December 2003 6,210,710.57
Total 2003 Budget (including VISION projects) ....$ 12,362,657.85

Income for January 2004 $  300,068.08
Total expenses through January 2004 581,635.55

Total 2004 Budget (including VISION projects) ....$ 15,933,090.83
These accounts are in the deficit:

Bailey .. 7,206.50 6,033.27
11,528.11 3,240.20
1,083.03  Wendlandt. 1,390.51
.. 10,656.74 India Bible Inst....  27,899.80
. 10,169.21  +Support Services 424,323.47
$ 11,568.76

+The April World Missions Offering should help significantly lower this deficit.

These accounts are in need of support:
2,019.61  Turnbough, J.....$
42.03

STATES In AcTIiON

1,298.08

2003 Total Gifts thru Gifts thru
States/Source Giving Jan. 2003 Jan.2004
Alabama................. $ 357,446.09 § 27,811.59 §  31,095.41
Arizona..... 7,993.30 665.00 325.00
Arkansas .. 532,099.43 8,821.39 3,801.30
California.. 69,273.61 4,276.33 5,486.11
5,058.47 102.80 0.00
3,495.16 271.40 320.90
163,741.36 8,199.46 11,538.70
274,698.22 3,852.00 2,765.00
0.00 0.00 0.00
3,169.87 200.02 455.76
227,186.00 20,352.28 10,343.18
66,929.82 492817 1,914.84
1,218.22 0.00 800.00
1,345.14 49.08 0.00
91,624.17 7,398.71 6,535.87
2,396.45 0.00 100.00
57,162.90 9,373.20 7,077.16
Michigan .. 217,251.19 8,301.36 3,842.36
Mississipp 92,623.19 4,456.45 4,950.52
Missouri 533,147.78 7,336.57 3,874.21
Montan 2,375.00 400.00 350.00
Nebrask 2,000.00 0.00 200.00
New Mexico .. 1,907.16 0.00 25.00
North Carolina........ 721,144.83 82,016.83 65,247.54
“Northeast Assn ... 1,629.75 437.50 0.0
*“*Northwest Assn..  88,565.72 154.00 149.00
Ohio ... 198,239.53 5,996.60 5,687.00
Oklahoma. 506,981.40 9,742.80 18,865.63
Pennsylvania.......... 3,746.00 155.00 180.00
South Carolina ... 441,983.17 2,821.67 2,225.00
Tennessee 917,690.99 55,671.66 52,868.19
70,592.33 2,679.50 266.50
Virgin Islands 1,250.00 0.00 200.00
Virginia.......... 65,181.87 6,826.39 11,568.84
West Virginia. 168,631.24 6,667.70 10,631.93
WNAC 158,566.87 8,862.73 12,442.58
30,547.37 0.00 16,809.55
Miscellaneous ........  131,816.97 800.00 30.00
Totals.......ccuunee $6,210,710.57 § 299,628.19 § 292,973.08

*Northeast Association
New Hampshire, Vermont, New Jersey, Maine, Connecticut,
Washingon, D.C., and Massachusetts

**Northwest Association
Alaska, Oregon and Washington

Note: Miscellaneous includes miscellaneous sources, states and interest
income.

HeartBeat/March-April 2004 15



s el EARTHER

of Free Will Bplist Foreiy

P.O. Box 5002
Antioch, TN 37011-5002

Board of Foreign Missions: Milton Worthington, chairman; Randy
Wilson, vice chairman; Danny Williams, secretary; David Shores, Bill
Jones, David Williford, Bill Van Winkle, Sherwood Lee, Jerry Norris.

Administrative Staff: James Forlines, general director; Doug Little, direc-
tor of stateside development; Steve Lytle, director of field operations;
Robert Conley, director of financial operations; Eddie Payne, director of
mobilization and recruitment; Dr. Neil Gilliland, director of member care.

Please clip and mail this label with all correspondence.

Web address: www.nafwb.org/fm

= |
| ]
ls——————|
e ol
[ ]

“Foreign” or
“International?”’

This year at the National Asso-
ciation in Kansas City the delegates
will vote on a name change for our
Mission. The Board of Foreign
Missions has recommended we
change our name from Free Will
Baptist Foreign Missions to Free
Will Baptist International Missions.
In advance of this meeting I would
like to share some of the rationale that
has gone into this proposal.

“Foreign”
Gives Negative Connotation

A primary motivating factor has to
do with the negative connotation of
the word foreign. Foreign can imply
“strangeness” or even “sinfulness” (as
used in the King James Version of the
Bible). People often use foreign to in-
dicate something is unfavorable or un-
acceptable (e.g. foreign substance,
foreign thought, etc.).

On the other hand, the word inter-
national conveys the sense of partner-
ship we are seeking with national
Christians. The Merriam-Webster

By James Forlines, General Director

Online Dictionary gives the following
definition for international:

1: of, relating to, or affecting two or
more nations (e.g. international
trade)

of, relating to, or constituting a
group or association having mem-
bers in two or more nations (e.g.
international movement)

2:

“International”
Promotes an Understanding

While foreign may imply “my cul-
ture is the standard and the rest are dif-
ferent,” international admits differ-
ences exist between nations without
attaching any negatives to any of
them. The term international helps
promote an understanding that we are
interconnected and equal with believ-
ers in countries in which we work.

Changing World Missions
Landscape

The landscape of world missions is
rapidly changing as the Lord, through
His Church, is building His Kingdom.
Previously, some countries were seen
as “sending” countries while others
were seen as “mission fields.” Many
“mission field” churches are recogniz-
ing their role in global evangelism and
are determining how they can reach
the unreached in their Jerusalem,
Judea, Samaria, and unto the ends of
the earth. To them, North Americans

A

Soon Kyung Kim went to Uzbekistan for a
short term under Korean Free Will Baptists.

are the “foreign ones.”

The word international more
clearly expresses this expanded rela-
tionship—a development for which
we should thank the Lord.

Joining in Multi-National
Teams

Over the next five to 10 years we
hope to see Free Will Baptists from
many countries joining together in
multi-national teams. Who would be
considered foreign if a team were
composed of individuals from Cuba,
Panama, France, Korea, and the
United States?

Yes, these are exciting days in
world evangelism! We see the Lord
working to fulfill His promise that He
will build His Church and the gates of
hell will not prevail against it. Truly,
the work is now international and I
suggest the name reflect this reality.

Qe Silmes
L




