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PREFACE.

A X eminent writer bas observed, that ¢“there
1& nothing in history which is so improving o
the reader, as those accounts which we meet
with of the deaths of eminent persons, and of
their behaviour at thal dreadiul season " and
that *¢ there ara Do partd if history which af-
fect and please tbe ceader in so sensible &
manner.
‘This ocbservation is just, and will apply with
to those narratives, which
ing triumphs, or the calm,

Jations of & djring

peculiar propriely
daseribe the animal
but not less precious cons
hristian.
A dyiog but i mmortal being on the verge
g ag solemmn @ spl':r‘.tat-.lﬁ as the

of eternity,'s
world can furnish. A hundred tender Lies

are then aboul to b
of the world are over;
more. It has done 113
sum is vanity of vanities. lts shadowy joys
and sorrows, hopes and fears, cares sud pos-
as o feather weigh

nd, however once ed-
n or please, agiials
is bidding them

o severed. The delusions
i can promise nothing
utmost, and the total

sessions, are now light
sgainst the universe; &
teemed, can no longer pal
or cugage the immortal, who
an sternal farewell. The past 184 nothing ;
but the future opens & \ romendous, aad iftrue
support be weaating, ® heart-appalling pros-
new and untried Wod d;

-

cect. New scencs ; &

L
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PREFACE.

Vi PREFACE.

[ rhose eyes
: before the throne of God,and from W :
an eternity, vast, boundless, und endless ; joy h‘; shall wipe every tear aways’ who shall

without mixture, or pain without relief: 1he dwell with him, where there is neither death,

3 . - - 10 d (7]
mansions of light and glory, or the dark dun- NOF SOFTOW, NOT weeping, nor paun ;= an [

geons OrdEB]lﬂ.lr;the welcome ﬂfﬂnﬂf_l&; ortl comblete all, who shall be FOR _F.\'EH with
yell _uf dv_enmns; and the smile or h‘:;e [;E’“'H ":, e ?m‘d i i Who, that truly believes these
1!113 1nﬁmle Judge. From a person in suc}iﬂ ]rﬂlﬂ;‘;ﬂq ’aml has a scriptural assurance Ll_ml
situation truth comes with double force 1 Ilhny are made to himself, can help rejoicing
T'o dieis the lot ofall ; to die in real.r’eac in the view of this eternal home! It istrue

or holy transport, of comparatively few, Not] y there are many situations, in which the de-
ing can be more scriptural than triumph oy 1= \'ot:ed disciples of Christ may justly ;iemre,_if
death. The language of an apostle was. eﬂr it be the divine will, a longer continuance 1in
death! where is thy sting!. O grave! wh the present world ; but that those who are tru-
is thy victory! thanks be to God, wh;:- rive:ie ] s!:mh do not more universally triumph 1n
us the victory,through our Lord Jesus L?}frisf!*: 1{1eir l..i;nl, manifests how much reason many
As this holy trinumph is scriptyral, so Whe;: of his faithful friends have to pray, * Lord,
a humble assurance of acceptance jn Jowus ii increase our faith.” ¢ Lord, we believe ; help

enjoyed, it is also most rational,. Who, that thou our unbelief.”” Yet God forbid, that the
reads of mansions prepared by the Sa. remarks here made should be applied to the
1our ;! nf a better, even a hf!u‘.vﬂnl}: c;u - g g ioiad persunﬁ,“’hﬂt though lhf'?){ ha?i
try, provided by the eternal God ;2 of bej > never manifested the influence of religion 1n
with Jes}ts where he is ;7 of hf}irl-r’]ikc him ".'\_"‘: life, profess in their last moments 1o ombrace
of enjoying a far more E.'{r:nm{in:‘:f and eter. it, and to die in joy. Those who know _t]lr:
nal wenght of glory ;5 of dwelling in the pres- :iéceitfulnn:ss of the human heart, must fear
ence of God, where there is ”THIEHS ui‘ r‘}- that in most instances of that kind, the soul
and pleasures for evermore ;6 of prSSqufp:i is under the influence of a ruinous delusion.
treasures where neither moth nor rusy corry L Many in sickness promise fair what they will
and where thieves break not through ”f:r ’ be if health should return, but few indeed
steal ;7 :;I sh:mn;_:_as the sun in the kined r afterwards resard those promises. Let
of our Father ;5 of being joined to that h;;[ s those who would enjoy the comforts of relig-
family whose robes are washed angd ml}ﬂ{r !.ﬂll-i;l sickness, seek them in health; let
white in thclhlum{ of the Lamb, who hu“i - thaclt S WDl'lld possess them in death,
N0 more, neither thirst any more, who T.": make it the chief business of life to oh‘]um
s John xiv. 2. 2 Heb. xi 183 i/ and to keep them, and count all th“ﬂ‘*"{. g
xiv. 2, eb. xi. 16. 3 John xyij, 24 that they may win Christ. It is to be lear
* LJohn . 2, 5 2 Cor, iv. 17. 6 P . J Mg

8. xvi. 11;

xvil. 13. 7 Matt, vi. 20, $Mau, yiii, 43 {  "Rev. vii. 14-16. "Roy. xxi. 4, "1 Thes. iv A7,
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and others, who p
for religion, till death was in sight; and who
still died strangers 1o rue piety. Let divine
gruce be extolled; but care should be taken
that it is divine grace which is extolled, and
not a mischievous delusion bearing that name.
The all-seeing God can behold grace in the
heart, but we can certainly discern 1L, only
when its fruits are manifested in the life.

In this little work are brought together
numerous important testimonies given 1n a
dying hour to the valus of gospel truth., Here
are depicted the solid peace, the calm ds-
light, the heavenly joy,

which that divine
gystem of truth afiords, whose sun, whoso

centre, 18 the cross of Immanuel, God with
us,

But as the charms and worth of a dying
Christian’s piety, appear more conspicuous,
when contrasted with the dismal gloom or
sad despair, of those whoge day has closed,
while the dark s:iains of unpardoned guilt re-
mained upon their souls, Thie sma}l volume
prosents several most aﬁl-:::;rtg narratives,
respecting persons of the latter description.

Most of the persons to whom the pleasing
narratives refer, were the possessors of
youthful piety; the compiler has therefore
10 the title represented them as jlinstratiens
of the power of ecarly religion,

ed, that mueh has been done te uvado tha
sonls of men, by the injudicious conduet of
sincere Christiane, who thinking to exalt di-
vine grace, have given flattering representa-
tions of the happiness of dying melefactors
ever showed BNy concern |

R ‘IENNE
THE MARTYRS OF VIF

TRUE HAPPINESS.

a. D T,
in thel untry’s
Parriors have toil’d, and 1n their Co 3
cCi'lse < 1 St
Bled nobly: and their deeds, as they d ’
1 ] Y3

g G OIAD AT =
Leceived proud recompe et _

e, ale for a brighter prize, :

0o Their blood is

[shed

But martvrs strug
And win 1t with more imm.‘ ks
‘;H L'.1I!J1'.lrtl':i.||-ill':|. of the n“]ill"h] cit L:”I
Qur elaim to feed upon nnmm‘t:il‘i tr{_ "
Rl . % 1V 1L ree
To walk with God, to be tlII‘LHHI i}{.q 3
I icipate » skies.
| T to anticipate Lhe § ]
I'o soar and . L Lo
Yet foew remember them. I'hey lived
I'ill ji”""‘:‘lf'li”“ draseed them into fame, f
e L a0c :
| wersccul . : : i
A Ilt'h'w'd them un to heaven. I--‘-h.“rlniho B
L ik | ] . p
! Nomarble tells us whither. W ith their n
e LB 14 1 e Le ; b .-F”:u:
No bard embalms and sanctihes hl[“m:.{,,‘-
‘\ | history, so warm on lm;um:l'{l_lu_ ‘.I..]:R
231 Nisi Yal s s ]
Is cold on this.

Tre divine snoport, which the Gos-
'ng divine supj e

- . imnaris. has be

el of Jesus 1mparts, I . oo
1ﬂ*-a:u-:l most gloriously in th E]ﬁtuhm,ﬂ
ness with which nmhnn{i]f‘h '

oy nn itse n its acs

: t4yrdom itself o (

undergone martyraounl _ o
count. Had Christianity been

Ly
s




10 THE MARTYRS OF

I!iﬂgly devised fable, the early Chris
tians had the best u|i;m|'iulalr1-" for des
tecting the impostures: but so far was
ﬂli.‘i ﬂ'iJHI ]Jt'ilt_'_:_' the case. that thev oh?
tained the fullest couviction that their
religion was from God. So firm was

this conviction, that for the sake of the
Gospel, thousands sacrific ed all ‘h.l i
"i\'»lt."-:{"-'h'"li? them 1 IU. : and s ¢ Ll
E-’T.'-'.|| lerments, H'-.'Il' (1 athr by [

of’ an axe would have been a « -
iha'fl.'w.-.wiitf. The namie of Cliris 1an
was frequently enongh to in th

lIi'.‘-i]I'Hl'ri“H: and thus wi re the word
of the Lord Jesus Christ
shall be hated of all men for i name’
Paing, and penalties, and shame.
and exile, and death., were the prospect
Ili'i‘.‘:i'ilil'll o those W ;r;!l 'l,".rlf!!-: ( :
the Gospel; yet with this dark scene
before thém, did multitudes, as sensihle
as ourselves of earthly comforts, bid
hu*mrf-ll to all the delights of life to
meet its roughest storms, brave its se-
verest dangers, and sink into the
]i.:'lli.':lifl Ti1lr‘ln. FHI*.' i'u{::—uf.‘r_i]-:;“u f-;"i_h.-
(:-Jsp:*! yielded them support below :
and the crown of glory has lone since
m;‘l_i]t.' theman ample recompense ahove,
So rapid was the progress of Chris-

tianity, within the first ceytury after our

x1 ] '
I":illl'-lll. ;’l:

sake,

maorace

arave

1

YIENNE AND LYONS.

1.ord’s ascension, that it appears to 1;{1}1)5
extended to India, and perhaps to ; 1=
na. eastward of the 'l’h“'".“f its “l-iu.”t
and to Spain, France, and l.rn‘um; *mu |
ward. At Lvon’s, and Vienne,m ! rance,
‘_:iir‘j:-':I‘l:tH l'illi]'l']ll‘ﬁ' were E':-I:Lh!l_‘*!l'l Il:l.l
an early period. About A. .l}‘. 1:.:1,
these churches endured a Severe e r-
secution ; and the history ol Ih.l-_:-iml'l‘#‘
ings of the martyrs in those cites, l|~“[H
been pronounced by Ihnl' lr;;rn_t-ul I.,llllt li
ner, the finest thing ol the Kind mi:f
antiquity. Another celebrdted gcho Ll.r,
Joseph Scaliger, obsery ed, that he n¢ xﬂl
er met with any thing n ecclesiasti a
history, by which he was 80 ll':l.lt."-ii.;il'li-.
ed as by this history, and ”IEH -:\:i the
]-nurt\.'r.iulu of Polycarp. This history
was sent in writing, by the churches at
Vienne and Lyons, to the t'hn_ai'rhl*ﬁ Ay
Asa and Phrygia. The following trans-
lation is the verbal one of Lardner, with
a few slight alterations. : 1
«The servants of Jesus Christ dwell-
ing in Vienne and Lyous, 10 the Dreth-
ren in Asia and Phrygia, who have the
came faith and hope of i'w.'-.i*ln]ﬂnm:
with us, peace, and grace, and .*.:iul‘sr
from God the Father and .!l"rllih' lfijr_:rl.
our Lord. The greatness ol the :11:1}!.*-
tion in these places, and the ¢xcessive



THE MARTYRS OF

rage of the pe i
: he people against the sain®'

isly endured

15

VIENNE AND LYONS.

the insults of the multi-
1 them in crowas,

and wha 4 ;

f‘lulur{-.]“\ _rlu, blessed martyrs hawi\de gathered aroun '

, We are not ‘able to descrilfineir Shouts, and blows, and draggings
of their gO00US,

i!l. words nor
Sy r put down i g
S 1 In writ
i O ' 2
If':l ﬂi‘l_ e “1} it {|“1L ver I(n e l]ll!h
18 W y oo byl =Lnvaae
ii.i}}' l[;l II“ ;ntl“nl[flﬁi ‘i‘“lll“"[" ‘hli']r‘._.']
s 1 the hf';.fum:nf what ‘.-,,.:-(, i~+f
i & " Ey . ; ; - TE EY
d‘t ‘HI{ l'” ill’ ".-\l}i‘{.l- l-:‘r'.!.". [.' i1 i I‘:
. _ . e wat
. “I:”. 10 exercise ]|i-‘. “Ii“}"'-:[-.r .' 1T W
I , y : o
;-r:ml them to the practice of the utmost
L] ¥ . " - = i ‘;‘
“,.“ ly agamnst the servants of God
e we : ' s,
k- re not only excluded from he %
fidy (fii ’I‘I"IH!.“ as ” seems ) o ]i I{}”.“W’
the baths ¢ seems, ) * and fron
the baths and the market, but we werd
orbidden to appear in any place \ 1:{ r'e
.l"l'l‘."ll - ke z . ece 1""!- h'll"
f‘ !I A Ili!"a'ﬁl t.["]‘ lllli' E‘-;-E”.l' [11. {" -I?
ought for us against the enemy : -Iffu :
) y ¥ 4 Hiv=
ering such as were weak *u‘nfl ‘ ::tﬂ
up the pillars. whi SR setting
“Iﬁllw pillars, which were firm and s 3
le, and able by their patienc and sta-
> atience and for-

I ay 11’”! :EII [Ilt. f:] K 3
t“fl (]

enoiiv. « Thev :
it They therefore came to ;
compa W ”}1 I“”l! ”ll[ll'l'u‘lji]‘l:r :

1 nears
all man-

ner reproacl
; ach and suffer
; crng
e g the greatest afilictic * ‘1;11-
(ucuons sma
¥

!!m?,.-' hastened to Christ : thus « :
mn ir.u'_f, that the H””;"'ii:'n;“:; ?Iftf'.riug
sent time are not WH:*HJ;.::': b nl.jb vy
ed :n.-ii:t the glory “'hii‘ltbﬁh-mil |lrt1|1]m;'-
ed in us.! First then, lhiz*'.' .f[-;::I‘:rP“I_

¢ . - noe-

‘Rom. viii. 18,

mbout, the pillaging
“throwing of
‘their dwellings,
which an enrage
practice
and (g Pes.
hO S market by thetribw
istrates of the city,
before all the people:
' their confession,
P
L Afterwar
before the pr
manner of cruelty

confinement 1O
hose things

stones,
and all 1
| multitude is wont 10
adyersaries and ene-
¢ brought into the
‘e and the chiefmag-
they were examinel
and. having made
ghut up n
president.
hl‘nllght

against
Then, bel

they were
rison till the arrival of the
ls, when they were
esident, who exercised all
gainst us, Vettius

brethren, full of

e of the
and his neighbour,

life was so perieet,
man, he might de-
of old Zacharias,’

Epagathus, o1
love towards God
whose course of
that, though a young
serve the character
that he walked in all the commandments

and ordinances of the Lord blameless 3
aried in the performance

and was unwet

of all good offices 10 his Iu*if_;lﬁmur,hu-

ing full of zeal for God, and fervent i
was not

pirit he being such aone,
just prm'r-t.‘lhn;_:-:-;

ﬁﬂﬂe to bear these un ;
against us; but moved with indigna-

Luke 1. 6. ¢Rom. xii. 11



gy = L 1y, e et
o

-

11
THE MARTYRS OF

tin’” e i
3 J[H‘Pﬁtht' .”
: iat he mi
ed to make ¢ . Tl!l;.'.'llt he o
and :.:'I‘““l::f 'll' 'l“h‘]'l(_-i_? ”{1 T_.IH\: [u"::-]f}l‘l";-
that nothing impious a1 *[l(:“,
( ."_\: jl lI‘-

l‘lll.n"i .
igious was done by us 3
8. But they |

Wt wrere S o
ekt I:im“'flg! ‘Hn} tribuna! eried ont
I\'IH_l“'”} '“l!l ;Jl he was a person w ‘il
grant lli‘llr-' ‘!'1': I,?['I president refused 3
i ;L.;];.,{‘; h%m .Htl, Ilu}rl;—'h S0 I'i_-:li'*q:ll-;‘ti;}r:l
G5 He '“Il.l ‘fn hether he was g .{W;HI" _i,’
the o iristian, was o
the l;ltlulli'.t':li:f.:t ‘.” INArtyrs, :nnllw:!::{:;-*llilln-“
locd Lo 1]|.{1 ]“1-' Ih+:' Christians, I;'s ( *:
the ]h}h_*{;-h:hl';'vnilnn him the mi“"’_'n;]:.
thait Zacharias,! ”’:1::[ greater measure
ed by the abu I 'I Im.ll' he also show
willing to I; i of his love, hei a
fonce: of lay down his own life in de-
d _"H ‘: ”LTH' ‘Inrvii_ll'rn." For };,.l“ ‘IL*
loting ”.--‘ I;I-“Itu disciple of l.‘ll]~i1.-.- was
eth.? n'ifl'l:- ““I”-h whithersoever h:T o
out; and HT{,:F u.-:_: others were "h;ii,}-
and well pre .].i‘lu"n'l_'{[ to be i[lu,u“.-!;'”'_f
Ti”' all ﬂlm-rlij{t:'! "'::_ Il”'.”II”“HHH.F.: 'n'}]l::
the sole L 4 FLLT acco
Thev ;Illfi:jlfwtj::jhﬁ:ﬂﬂjl_t of ,]“:;;Hiﬂ;“'l
]”nfl;ﬂrl?ii m{. Iil, manifest who were "'“'
ik llll:l s d unexercised, ’“I-{I - n-
820 fﬂ"‘;ﬂ[ : r'i}jr ;*hl" lﬂ‘lwur the Hhucl:tl“.
in number, mbat ; of whom abo =
er, fell away, causing "h.jﬂffr“""
(o) 5 great

u c Il h l J L] l L E‘ z 1

erief and nnmeasur
} damping the

15
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abhle conceln, and

those who were

Of whom, how-
o acknowledged that they
1th the martyrs, and did
h they suffered
At that ume

alacrity of
not }'M :-'l'-]n'rhl*wlvil.

ever, it must b
L‘f-':a‘- 1_'tr1|.'-;1111.'-}.' Wi
not forsake them thoug

l*wi.-.-inh*r.”.-‘:".' i 80 domg.

we were all in great consternation, be-

ing uncertain about the event of this
ading the torments

]bflt f.".,l'.r_
f;gﬁ."r.hzi Upon
{ the 1ssue, and that some
the trial. However,
\ ere :lpln't-h{*ml—
wthy to supply the num-=
who were gone: SO that
men  of the two
good order had
were ﬁt‘ll“i‘ll'll
and brought 10f qome Gentile
servants of our people were also ap-
prehended, for the gevernor had given
public orders for making atrict ingui-
They,at the instigation
1 dreading the torments
the saints suffer, the
m to it, falsely
e suppers of
intercourse

i"-i!-I‘-'r?LI.HH:
that mighl hie
prehensive ¢
might fall * 1o
{from day 10 dav such W
ed as were W(
her of those
the most emiuent
churches, by whoiil
heen settled among - Us
gether.

ug, bhut ap-

ries after u
of Satan, !
which they SAW
soldiersalso exciting the
charged us with having th
‘Pliyestes, anud the incestuous
caternf part of his

{0 IIIF.‘L“E"
ried his

stes 18 gaid
as to have maf

and OQedip

1 ML oen
LT hye

v S0,
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16 THE MARTYRS OF

of Oedipus, and such other things,
which it i1s not lawful for usto mention,
nor to think of; nor to believe that they
were ever done among men. These sto-
ries being spread abroad, all men were
incensed against usjy insomuch that if
there were any who before, upon ae-
count of affinity or friendship, had been
civil to us, they were then much offend-
ed, and exclaimed againstus. And then
was fulfilled what the Lord had said,
That the time would come when every
one who killeth you will think that he
doth God service.! After that the holy
martyrs underwent such torments as
are above all deseription ; Satan doing
his utmost to make them also say such
impious things: (or to confess what had
been declared by the heathen servants,
But the utmost excess of rage of the
multitude, and of the president, and of
the soldiers, fell upon Sanctus, Deacon
at Vienne; and upon Maturus, newly

mother Jocasta. The primitive Christians
were loaded with slanders of this description.
Their enemies said that they murdered chil-
dren and eommitted other abominable crimes
in their religious assemblies, Thus was the
word of their Lord fulfilled, that all manner
of evil should be spoken against them falsely,
for his name sake.

1 John xvi. 2,

VIENNE AND LYONS. 17

- 5 ra .- t
| i e most valian
baptized indeed, yet a g
champion, and upon Atta us, & i
of Pergamus, who always was -.1'1 .-
'.lmi suppoyg of the churches I_wui. - h( :
: ; : ‘hrist showed
upon Blandina, by whom Christ shc
' . ines which among men
that those things wmch i - S
seem nean, base, and contemptibie : .; s
by ( -of great hon-
by God accounted worth) tfi ;_,rt.lit‘ .]h =
our. for their love toward him, W :h“_m.-
evidently manifested in great 11::”1‘_‘1
- - LI . |; ]-Iu!'tll:‘ltl ._.
and not boasted of in appearance i
rere all in pain for her,
for when we were all in ] e,
and especially her mistress ace :.m [l'lf"h %
the flesh,” (who likewise was one ¢
» char the martyrs,)

» champions among T A
the champi he infirmity of

“lest, upon account of " 2
]”i_.l. {indl\,', she thl‘lld_ not _lln‘.‘:'lilit-ﬂl[;i
make zllil open confession, 8 Il] e .-t]”n,'
nished with such strength, t Ii1 Lru;.'
who by turns tortured her all ”l:m:-] be-
ways from morning 1o m'i.,“m#-‘im!-r_
came feeble and faint, 5”"1“"1‘”{:“1 e
ed thm”.:t'l"n'ﬂz-l overcome, Ih[il;‘ :!”;
nothing more that they could « nrhl .”.”:
And they wondered that she .I'm:rh:-vi}
llI'ff:’lIh h,“, her whole I]t-htl}' ]'tl:ll‘\ 'Ill....rr Tt
torn and mangled: and de lt’[“]-i-i enl
any one kind of torture, used by ;‘lliﬁ.,
was sufficient to-deprive her O Bu
much more so many and so great.

' Cor. i, 27:28; 2 Cor. v. 12. ¥ Eph. vi. 9.
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that blessed woman and renowned
chmn;u:m renewed her streneth ; y
midst of her confession.! ;\;;,]I':u t,lm
a refreshment and ecase to her 'iln 1“HS
abatement of the torments inﬁi‘{:tv:l .
on her, to say, ‘I am a Christian : :"-I"q
rht;rr? any wickedness practised 'ﬂ]lll 0T 18
1S, ’ E'_"IIIII'I_HH ]ikl‘“’i_‘in, in 0 }.””‘.it P:_:]ng
ordinary manner, and heyond all It ]I:'d-
power, courageously ";”]Hl'{':l ,i””ﬁl"
tortures they could invent, the :-.-‘pk ”:
wretches hoping, by lllf!’f't'llllil]I: F:{‘
and greatness of their tortures T.{;‘Ua‘:_e
tort h'a:m ‘hun something ”“hi‘;'fjuninr’:t’:
(2 confession of nnl:nm;miuu-I,rru.["'{f’.
among t'lm {_“.'J“-j,.f”mm,) i@ in; “‘illlwt” (q
:11:,3::]1 I with 'flaru-h resolution, uuﬁni:l
rould not tell them his ow ?
his country, nor tiu*lrfiirl; {:":;lrtl-n:ta-lf‘:, Imr
nor whether he was a slave m nJ T]:H’
;:::l::r H' itto all their i"T'?l‘l"*,s::nnrio;
» answered in the Roman toneue ¢
am a Christian.’ This he !..‘ IF’ :
again and again, instead of .hi‘; clared
a_lul city, and eountry : nor did l.hff]g”w,
tiles th_r any other word ﬁ'nmJ ] o=
Ul}ﬂ!'l this account the rave botl f-“m'
president and the tormentors “,_ll_? "h“
great. . And when there was 1‘:::1;?”'
more that they could do to him, li-l,l,:' H:E

2 Cor. iv. 16,
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last clapt red hot plates of brass upon
the most tender parts of his body, and
his members were burnt; yet he stood
firm without yielding at all,and contin-
ued steadfast and unshaken in his con-
fession ; bedewed and strengthened with
the heavenly living water which flowed
from Christ.! His body showed what
had been done, being all over wound
and scar, contracted and drawn togeth-
er, having lost the external shape of a
man. In whom Christ suffering, per-
formed great wonders, defeating the
enemy, and demonstrating, for an ex-
ample to others, that nothing is formi-
dable where there is the love of the Fa-
ther, nor any thing painful where the
glory of Christ 18 concerned. For
when those wicked men, a few days
after, began again to torture the martyr,
supposing that if they should make use
of the same tortures whilst his body
was swelled, and his wounds iflamed,
they should master him, gince he could
not endure to be touched by the hand ;
or that he would die under the torments,
which might strike terror into others;
n6t only no such thing happened to
him, but, contrary to the opinion of all
men, his body became erect by means

1John wii. 38.
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of those repeated tortures, and he re-
covered his former shape and the use of
his limbs : so that by the grace of Christ,
the second torture became a remedy in-
stead of a punishment. Moreover, the
devil caused one Biblias to be brought
out, being one of those who had denied
the faith, and whom he considered as
already devoured by him; but was de.
sirous to acecumulate her guilt by com-
pelling her to ritter reproachful things
against us. And indeed she had shown
herself weak and timorous: but now in
the midst of her torture she recovered
herself, and awaked as it were out of a
profound sleep, being, by these tor-
ments, which are but for a time, remind-
ed of the everlasting torments of hell.
She then contradicted the slanderous
reports concerning us, saying, ‘How
should they eat infants to whom it is
not lawful to eat the blood of brute an.
imals!”  And from that time she con-
fessed herself a Christian, and was ad-
ded to the number of the martyrs. But
when these tyrannical measures were
rendered ineffectual by Christ, through
the patience of those blessed men, the
devil tried other devices: such as im-
prisonment in dark and noisome dun-
goons; putting the feet into stocks, and

straining them 1o thor
such other pains as enr:
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fifih hole ; and
wwed officers, and

= hose who
full of the devil, ulﬂl'l't l.ji'f'"ﬁ:f:f:lmmw
are shut up in 1u-|_-'nn_-_*“” 1l'l'11n=|m'n'h
were suffocated in their col 4l of the
as it was the wil ;
of the world In ll‘ml
manner, thereby showing tnlrlilqll. I-:*il-::-
rv. Some others, who had ,.]t..[ thought
1h1ﬁ1¥' tortured, Ffll]lHI 1t 1;f:btilp_ lﬁ'ﬁl
they could not live, th?“hﬁ afforded
methods of cure had beel Tk s <l
nued to live in prison; bt
e help of men, r:::
corroborated by the [‘nﬁh*m—id\:}]‘;‘ﬂ”:l!ﬁ"
ened both in body rau:;:iﬂn:;:: ke
“"i'"‘?wd 3:::.1:1::? ;:I;1111g, and newly ap-
ik “.hﬂi;l :u.ul whose bodies were I'.“]IE
hende :[ b l,:tl'llﬁli‘lﬂf“: wpl:e not I‘I ;:..
jence ol (‘ﬂl‘.tv:i o
prisorn. But
intrust-

even as many
Lord should go out

Th:-tn, contl "
prived indeed of th

pre
accustome
to hear the inconven :
ment, Hl“l (._.{l“['i"'ll E II;L vAaSs
the blessed Pothinus, who ‘{‘t‘. the pas-
ed with the :uhn:msn'nt:i_ﬂ!}r Imm‘l‘f P
toral office at Lyons, be mf.,‘ ekt o
ninety years of age, Ahe 1:.{:-"!1\' redson
body, and 5:‘.11!'1‘}“}" .hrﬂlﬂ“I.?r-m:lﬂtlu-:lwd
of his bodily infirmity, but st artyrdom
in ‘mind with a dv.-ut;'t‘ :‘:j 3{11“!::‘;'"‘- oriisn-
¢ 10 view was dragg :
EE:? 1”111: }u{)d}' was worn out by age and
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distemper; but his soul yet remainesd
in him, that by it Christ might triumph.
Being brought before the tribunal by
the soldiers, the City magistrates also
attending, and the multitude hooting
him all along with loud shouts, as if he
had been Chlrist lymself, he exhibited a
good testimony. Being asked by the
president, who was the God of tho
Christians, he answered, ‘If you are
worthy you shall know.’ After that, he
was dragged about in an inhuman man -
ner, and reeeived many blows: they
who were near, struck him with their
hands and feet, without any respeect to
his age; they who stood farther off
threw at him whatever came to hand ;
every one thinking himself guilty of an
oflénee against religion, if he did not
offer him some abuse - for thus they
thought they should avenge their gods,
And when there was scarcely any
breath left in him, he was cast into pri-
son, where after two days he expired.
“And now appeared a wonderful
dispensation of Diy ine l’ru".'iah-m‘ﬂ, and
the boundless merey of Jesus Clrist.
It was a rare instance indeed in the
brotherhood, but not beyond the power
or wisdom of Christ; " for they who,
whea first apprehended, had denied the

artook L ——— sl e et
I i I‘HI' 11“-”'“:'1“:1[ was ol 1
otners s hat tane:

efit to them at tha r really were, were
confessed what they reaily ’
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faith, were also shutup in prison,
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of the same sufferngs Wil
They who

hestiang. no  other
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beine lail to their charge; Tli‘
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brought upon themselves the acecusa
tion of being murderers, and lost the
honourable, glorious. and reviving g
pellation 6f Christians. When the rest
beheld these things, they were estah-
lished. And if after this any were ap-
prehended, they presently, without any
doubt er hesitation, confessed, not al-
mitting the least thoushi of a diabolical
suggestion. Henceforward the mar-
tyrdoms were divided into all =orts s far,
having platted one crown of different
colours, they offered it to the Father:
and indeed it was fit that these gener-
ous champions, who had sustained va-
rious eombats, and had gloriously ever-
come, should receive a glorious and in-
corruptible erown. Maturus then, and
Sanctus, and Blandina, and Attalus.
were brought to the wild beasts in the
amphitheatre, to be a public spectacle
to the inhumanity of the Gentiles: a
:i:l} for combats of wild beasts il:ni.’!:'
been purposely granted upon our* ac-
count. And Maturus and Sanectus a-
gain underwent all sorts of torments in
the amphitheatre, as if they had before
suffered nothing. Or rather, havins
already overcome the adversary in ma-
ny encounters, and beine now to con-
tend for the crown itself, they again en-

.IE_.-'
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dured in the way to it the ﬂﬂ‘“sm’t_w:}-
blows of the place, and the lt'nll‘llfz'-_-r*‘ .'L:l
wild beasts, and whatever else the -m. 1l
multitude demanded : _mui "*m,l i

these things the iron chair, upon W hic.,}’f
when their bodies were broiled, they
yvielded the offensive smell ol i:lllllil
flesh. Nor were they yet Eun.stn‘ul,- T’lllt
were still more enraged, being F‘,m;:
estly desirous to overcoine the l'““_"'ml"li
of the sufferers. However, they coul

= w -] e all tllu
get nothing from Sanctus more tha

confession which he had made at hrh'ri
These two, therefore, (M“wr”ﬁ. .i-lelife
Sanctus), having undergone a bf':l] u.
,combat, their life having I{-.u_ll‘lulu i
long while, were at last ﬁlﬂllh "“1 .E*i
been made throughout that 1En;¢ a .~_-]1:, .t
tacle to the world, instead _n} :-.Il_ t |lu‘
variety whioh ],qnsuullyv:«"lnhmql ml_l e
combats of rr_-rl:Lui_i'mtnr:a.‘ But ,”'_“f" 1:1'::
having been hung upon a r-;:l.l-ht_,.]\':l}h!
lFfﬁ i‘tll; a lﬂ‘[‘}' o wild |1(':*.:-I.-~, .“i ”.1 $
were let out upon her. And, as *-I.
seemed to hang upon a :_'n_}:-'::::uul ]u-ﬁ‘},
ed to God earnestly, she infused greal
alacrity into the cnmhul:{nts, Ilu_-}.j::'l“;
ing with their own eyes, in the .1“-!}' 2l
of their sister, him who was cruci ELU
for us, that be might persuade .
1 ' v, 9.
1 Cor. ) 5
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believe in him, that all who suffer for: The president, understanding that he
his glory shall have everlasting com-' was a Roman, commanded him to be
munion with the living God. None of | taken away, and to be carried to the
the wild beasts touching her at that! rest who were in prison; concerning
time, she was taken down from the whom he had sent to Ceesar, and was 1n
I stake, and sent again to prison, being | expeetation of an answer. That inter-
]| reserved for another :'fuulmt; Ilmt,hm:_— vil of time was not Li?.}' nor tmprwi':ln—

‘I ing overcome in many encounters, she bly spent by them; but through their

ik might render the condemnation of the patience the boundless merc) of Christ
) crooked serpent inexcusable ;' and that was manifested. By the living the
||.l she might be an encouragement to the dead meinbers of the church were re-
|| brethren, when she, who was of little vived. 'The martyrs obtained favor ol
i account infirm, and despicable, being those who were no martyrs.  And there
i clothed with the great and invincible was great joy to the virgin mother (the
- champion, having often overcome the church), when she received those alive
f enemy, obtained an incorruptible crown which had been cast out as dead. For
i | of glory.2 Now Attalus was earnestly by the Loly martyrs many of those who
.r | called for by the multitude : for indeed had denied the faith were formed again
i he was an eminent person, and by in the womb, and had their vital heat
|I reason of the eclearness of his con- rekindled in them, and learned to con-
il science, came forth as a champion pre- fess themselves Christians ;' and, bav-
i pared‘fur the combat; for he was well ine recovered life and strength, came
i exercised in the Christian diseipline, before the tribunal, that they might be
“| and was always a witness of the truth again interrogated by the president.
among us. He was led round the am- And God. who desireth not the death
il hitheatre with a board carried before of a hitlll:'i‘, being propitious to them,
il | im, upon which was inseribed in the put into them a better digposition.”
!!'_ Roman tongue : “This is Attalus, the The reseript of Ceesar was, That they
| Christian §’ the people all the whileex- |  Who confessed Christ should be put to
pressing great indignation against him. | death; but that if any denied them-

! Is. xxvii. L. 2 1 Cor. ix:25. 1Gal. iv. 19, Rzek. xxxiii, 11.
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selves to be Christians they might be set
atliberty. 'The public assembly of this
place being now begun, at which there
18 a vast concourse of people from all
parts, the president ordered the blessed
martyrs to be brought before the tribu-
nal, exposing them as a public show to
the multitude. Having again interro-
gated them, as many as were found to
be Roman citizens he ordered to be be-
headed ; the rest he sent to the wild
beasts. But Christ was greatly glori-
fied in those who before had denied the
faith ; but who now, contrary to the ex-
pectation of the Gentiles, confessed
themselves to be Christians. They
were interrogated a part, as being now
to be dismissed, and set at liberty ; but,
making confession, they were added to
the number of martyrs. However,
they remained without, who never had
the principle of faith nor a regard to
the wedding garment, nor the fear of
God in them, but who were sons of
perdition, and who by their conversa-
tion had caused the way of truth to be
blasphemed : all the rest were added to
the church. When the question was
put to them, Alexander, a Phrygian by
nation, and by profession a physi-
cian, who had lived in Gaul many
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years, and was known to almost ﬂllﬁme:n
for his love of God and huhiuessﬁ in
preaching the word, unmurugml I]l:L_];'E :
for he was not destitute of aposto 1;::
grace. He, standing near the tnlmun:
and by nods encouraging [lll!lll‘tll (‘(_:ln“
fess the faith, appeared to those, wh
stood round the tribunal, as if hcﬁu;
dured the pangs of child-birth. ~::Il
the multitude being greatly mcensec
that they, who beifore had denied ttg
faith, should now be mlt_mtt.ml to mui 11:
confession, eried out against A]u:\umit
as the occasion of it. Whereupon the
president caused him to be sej-t -lm{(]"[-g
him, and asked him who ]:i‘: jn‘qs. e
confessing himself to be a Llu‘mt:ﬂ:ll, e
president in a great rage CON¢ l_l’l'lll-,l
him to the wild beasts. The day fol-
lowing he came into the z}thalxutlluatig,
together with Attalus; for t_l:f.: ;n'lt_.m-
dent, to gratify the people, tlcl.n I:I;;:ll L:E
Attalus again to the wild beasts. 11
two having undergone all the instru-
ments of torture in the amphitheatre,
which were invented to torment them,
and having endured a great Eﬂ;{llh‘ﬂ'tj
were run through with a sword.  Alex
ander neither sighed, nor said n}:ﬁ
thing, but in his heart i:um'irr%:t:{l_ w:hﬂ
God. Attalus, when he was set 1l
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iron chair, and was scorched all over
and an offensive smell of burnt flesh
proceeded from his body, spoke to the
multitude in the Roman toneue :—
“This, says he, ‘isto devour men
which is your practice. As for us, we
neither devour men nor commit any :,”h_
or wickedness whatsoever.) Beine
asked, ‘What is the name of God
he answered, ‘God has not a name as
men have.” After all these, on the Jast
day of the shows, Blandina was acain
brought in with a young man named
Ponticus, about fifteen vears of age:
who also had been every day succes-
sively brought in to see the sufferings of
the others. They now were rmlrﬁn-d
to swear by their idols; but as they re-
mained firm, and set their gods at
nought, the multitude was greatly in-
censed against them; so that they had
no compassion on the age of the {‘mm.e:
man nor any respect for the sex of the
other; but exposed them to all manner
of sufferings, and made them go through
the whole circle of tortures, at times
calling out to them to swear, without
being able to effect it. For Ponticus
animated and established by his Hiﬂir*r',
as the Gentiles also perceived, after
having courageously endured every
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kind of torment, expired. But the
blessed Blandina, the last of all, having,
like a good mother, encoura ed her
children, and sent them before her
victors to the king; after having agam
measured over the same course of com-
bats that her sons had passed through
hastened to them, rejoicing and exult-
ing at her departure, asif she had been
invited to a wedding supper, and not
cast to wild beasts, After she had been
scourged, after she had been expo-
sed to wild beasts, and after the
iron chair, she was inclosed in anet,
and thrown to a bull : having been of-
ten tossed by the beast (though she was
all the while insensible, by reason of
hope, and a firm assent to what she be-
lieved, and familiarly conversing with
Christ), she also was run through with
a sword. The Gentiles themselves ac-
knowledged that there never had been
any woman among them who had un-
dergone so many and such great suffer-
ings: nevertheless, their cruel rage
against the saints was pot yet sa.tmted(i
Their abuses began again in a new an L
peculiar manner against the bodies o
the saints. They were not asham
that they had been vanquished by them.
And, as if destitute of human reason
and understanding, their rage Was far-
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ther inflamed: and the governor and the
people, likea wild beast, manifested a
like degree of hatred against us,that the
scripture might be fulfilled which saith,
‘He that is unjust let him be unjust
still ; and he that is righteous let him be
righteousstill.” Those who had been
suffocated in prison they cast to the dogs,
carefully watching them day and night,
lestany of us should inter them., Then
they laid out the remainder of the bo-
dies left unconsumed by the fire, partly
torn, and partly burnt, and the heads of
the rest, with the trunks of their bodies :
all these they kept unburied with a
guard of soldiers many days. Some
were filled with indignation, and gnash-
ed with their teeth at the dead, as if de-
sirous to be farther revenged upon
them. Some insulted over them, and
derided them, at the same titne extol-
ling their idols, and attributing to them
the punishment that had been inflicted
on the martyrs. Some, who were more
mild, and seemed in some measure to
sympathise with us, nevertheless, up-
braided us, saying, ‘Where is their
God? and of what benefit has thejr re-
ligion been to them, which they have
preferred above their lives? In the mean
time we were greatly concerned that
'Rev, xxii. 11.
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we could not bury .ﬂm mdlmﬁkll:;;l:i_
earth: for neither did the ‘ﬂr ce, nor
the nighs afford us any assistaies o0
would money P"rﬂ"“dF’ mﬁ*? watch
prevail ; but they continue “.i. S
the bodies very carefully, nsi]ll 'Lllu:i!‘
great matter were to !uz gml':;:tm .}tlu:rc.-
not being buried. '1|H:_1'«‘" ““:ler:rnuc
fore, of the martyrs having ml1 having
all manner of i.‘-_{“'f"!""y-’-m[“ 5, were
lain exposed in the air sIX ( fizl!"u:.cd to
burnt: and, having heeit. e were by
ashes by those impious men, Rhone
them thrown into the rﬁir ns ui'
which runs near, thatno l{;'];l:;;lll_; on
them might be any lnn;l_'”ff 8 if they
the earth. Thus they acted, l1 revent
could be too hard for God, ﬂl]ﬂ '] selves
their reviviscence; Or, s = Il:n e of
said, ¢that they might have ke, iy
a resurrection ; trusting to W --I > le uﬁtl
had brought in among us a E;l:;igaviﬂﬁt
new religion, andydespising t lvet A
Sufferings, were ready to me yw,’ said
with cheerfulness. ¢ Letus s ) 1[ilsru.in
they, ¢see whether ﬂli‘}'.“'lnlll‘:'!lz iiu:llz
and whether their God is able wf our
them, and to deliver them out o
hands,” . -
Such were the sufferings }hﬁoﬂlﬁ-
patient followers of the Son 0
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dured. By faith they beheld with vi-
vid perception an immortal erown, and
welcomed the eross or the stake, the
savage beasts or the burning iron chair,
if by these they might be hastened to
glory and to God. 'They fought the
good fight of faith, they conquered
when they fell, and leaving their man-
gled bodies, their triumphant spirits as-
cended to become the associates of an-
gels in the kingdom of heaven. Above
sixteen hundred years have rolled away
since the day of their sorrows; but
those sixteen hundred years are less
than the twinkling of an eye compared
with the eternity of blessedness on
which they entered when they died. O
happy they, theirs was the good part,
and none shall take it away from them!

THE MARTYRDOM OF
HER COMPANIONS,

PERPETUA AND
A. D, 202,
Trose who feel the value of reli-
gious blessings, behold with pleasure
the triumphs of Christian fortitude over
all the malice an enmity of earth and
hell.  'While the eye of sense sees noth-
ing beyond the dark .cloud of evils
which hangs over the conclusion of a
martyr’s course, the eye of faith beholds
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the Christian sufferer the trinmphant
inhabitant of that world which is bright
er than the noon day sun, blissful as the
presence of God can make it, and ].:IHI-
g as eternity. There they rest from
their labours, and there

“ The songs of everlasting years,

That merey will attend,

Which led through sufferings of an heur,

To joys that never end.” )
One of the most interesting records of
antiquity respecting sufferers for the
eause of Christ is that which describes
the martyrdom of Perpetua and Felici-
tas, which appears to have taken place
at Carthage, about A. D. 202, of which
hisory the substance has been given by
a modern writer as follows.

“On this occasion, three young men,
whose names were Saturninus, Secun-
dulus, and Revocatus, were apprehend-
eéd on a charge of being Chnstians,
(prebably oceasioned by a rumour t]l:_xt
they were all of them about to be bapti-
zed and added to the church,)and a long
With them, two females of the names
of Felicitas and Perpetua ; the lattera
widow of the age of twenty-two, of
& good family, and well educated, hav-
ing a father and mother living, besides
two brothers, and an infant at tho
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breast. The father of Perpetua, who
alone of all the family continued a hea-
then, no sooner heard that his daughter
was informed against, than he had re:}
course to every method of persuasiol
and even of compulsion, to induce her}
to desist from her purpose of suffering?
martyrdom ; so that she rejoiced when}
he left her; and in this interval she and
the rest were baptized. Some days af*
terwards, they were all thrown into
prison, where the treatment she met
with very much affected her at first
particularly the darkness of the place, }
the heat occasioned by the number of
prisoners, the rudeness of the soldiers; |
and especially her anxiety about her
child. T'wo of the deacons of the
church, however, Tertius and Pompo- |
nius, who ministered to their wants,
procured by the influence of money
the removal of all the Christian prison-
ers into a more airy part of the prison,
where Perpetua had the opportunity of
suckling her child, which was ready to
die for want thereof. In this situation,

she comforted her mother, and encour- :

aged her brother, entrusting to him the
care of her infant son; and was, ac-
cording to her own expression, as hap-

py as if she had been in a palace.. At

—_—
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this time ghe had a remarkable dream,
from which she inferred thatshe should
certainly suffer; but by which she w:::s
nevertheless greatly encouraged in her
resolution. . 1
“A few days after this, a report was
prevalent, that these Christian prison-
ers would soon be called before tht:
governor ; on which her {ather, over-
whelmed with grief, came to her, en-
treating her to have compassion on lu~,
grey hairs and on her l_nutlmr, brothers,
and child, which he said could not sur-
vive her. This he did, kissing her
hands, and throwing himself at her f;i:-l’.‘{,
evincing stronger affection for her than
he had before done. This much in-
creased her concern; add to which,
that he was the only relative she had
who would not think himself in reality,
honoured by her conduct. "!10 all his
entreaties, however, she uniformly re-
turned this answer, that she was not at
her own disposal, but at that of God.
“On the ensuing day, while she and
her friends were dining, they were suim-
moned to an audience in the puhhq i"f
rum, where a prodigious crowd was as-
sembled. Here all her fellow prison-
ers confessed that they were Christians ;
but before Perpetua had an opportunt-
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ty of doing it in the customary form,
her father presented himself, holding
her child in his arms, and supplicating
her to have compassion upon him. In
these entreaties he was Joined by Hila-
rianus, the Procurator, who besought
her to think of her aged father and her
own child, and to sacrifice for the safe-
tv of the emperor. She only answer-
ed, that she was a Christian, and could
not do it,

“ After this the father was command-
ed to desist; but, showing a reluctance
to retire, one of the lictorsstruck him
with a rod, which afiteted her, she said,
as much as if she had herself been
struck.  However, having all made
their confession, they were sentenced to
be thrown to the wild beasts ; notwith-
standing which they returned to the
prison filled with Joy. Perpetua now
sent Pomponius, the deacon, to request
that her child might be sent to her, that
as heretofore she nright have the privi-
lege of suckling it ; but that imdulgence
was denied her. She bore the disap-
pointment, however, with fortitude,
even greater than she herself could have
expected.

“After a few days, Pudeus, the gaol-
er, being favorably inclined towards
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them, gave permission to '[h!:'ll" in;‘:!:?
to visit them, and when t!li? ume o I’-:
hibition drew near, ‘I!U t.m.l'” of {:
petua also renewed his visits, ”{" ]:“.F.
threw himself upon th_n :f_rrr‘ntm', ::}1“:
his beard, leaving nothing either iu -I_l
said or done. which he }lEJll”;:]tt {r_l.-I:;t
tend to move her: but “’lt]i”w e “:-
er effect than to excite her pity towards
3 » .
htl’?‘]le author of the narrative Uf‘-\:.
Proceeds to give an account of H.nll.lji ‘-;1‘
tlie other 1”.'1__‘-”1”_-;-,»;; and Ih‘u (~L1::.~L.]t:t
Felicitas is almost as interesting as 1 h;ll
of P(’l'pﬂtllﬂ- Being I.“.“r, an ':&IIH{ :‘-:1:—
confinement, she was fearful lest he ! o
B i e Pbe thonid e 0
ti at then she 8 g
t;::eétfﬂll;}:ltll||x-'t of ordinary “'”l:‘h”'!iq?'
Her companions also were afiectec T
the reflection of ;_r“'”l:'_:' "':‘.-1-[]'111[11' hie l
hree davs before the q_-xh_thn lom, ]:m..*.'-
ever, she was delivered of a ql;‘ul:'_flﬂ_‘;:‘t:
and h{*iug in great pain, those who t': ‘]-i ‘
about her asked how she would be {1v'pl{i
1o endure the being exposed m-v:i-li
Yeasts, when she was so much :ﬂt‘:‘ *:‘
With the pains she then felt. .:lii lfﬂ
Elit‘-;l, that in this case she was ‘.{.'Lfrﬂ
erself, but that in her other sufic -”] F;r,
she should have another to support i€r,
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even him for whom she suffered. A
sister of hers undertook to bring up her
daughter. Seeundulus died in prison j
but they had been joined by another of
their friends called Saturus, who, after
they were apprehended, had volunta-
rily surrendered himself,

The day preceding the execution,
they all joined in a love feast with their
Chiristian friends who had permission
to visit them, in the presence of many
strangers whom curiosity had brought
to the place. 'To those the prisoners
expressed great joy in the idea of
their approaching sufferings, and en-
deavoured to engage their attention to
the great cause for which they were
about to suffer. Saturus bade them ob-
serve their countenances, that they
might know them all again the next
day. From this extraordinary specta-
cle, the strangers retired with marks of
astonishment, and many of them afier-
wards became converts,

When the day of exhibition arrived,
they all went from the prison with
erect and cheerful countenances, tremb-
ling, says our author, with joy rather
than with fear. In particular, Perpetua
walked in such a manner as struck the
spectators with particular rospect; and
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Felicitas rejoiced that, being delivered
of her child, she should accompany
her friends to this glorious combat.
On reaching the gate of the amphithe-
atre, the officers, according to custom,
began to clothe the men in the dresses of
the priests of Saturn, umi_the women in
those of the priestesses of Ceres.  But
When they remonstrated aganst the in-
Justice of being vumpeilt_ztl by force to
do that, for refusing which they were
Willing to lay down their lives, the tri-
bune granted them the privilege of dy-
ing in their own habits. _

"They then entered the amphitheatre;
whenPerpetua advanced singing hymms,
and her three male companions solemn-
ly exhorting the people :L-s_tlu-.y ﬁ;em,
along, Umll'ling i "."!uw ot the | Pro-
Practor, they said, “’tnmﬂldge us, lm%
God will judge you.” [his so enrage:
the populace that, at their request, all
the three were scourged ; but in this
they rejoiced, as lun"i_ug the honour to
share in one part of the sufferings of
their Sayiour.

When the wild beasts were let loose,
Sﬂtumimm, according to the wish
Which he had previously expressed,
died by the atiack of several of l_hum.
ushing upon him at the same time;

4
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and Revocatus was killed by a leopani
and a bear. Saturus was first exposed
to a wild bull ; but while the attend
ing officer was gored by the animal s
that he died on the following day, he
himself was only dragged about, and
uot materially hurt. A bear too, 9
which he was next exposed, would not

0 out of its den to meddle with him

Ie was, however, thrown in the way
of a leopard,towards the end of the ex-
hibition, and so much blood gushed out
at one of his bites,that the spectators ri-
diculed him,as being baptized with blood.

Not being quite killed, he,when the an-
imal was withdrawn, addressed Pude-
us, the gaoler, exhorting him to stead-
fastness in the faith, and not to be dis-
heartened by his sufferings. He even
took a ring from his finger, and dipping
it in one of his wounds, gave it to him
as a pledge.

Perpetua and Felicitas-were first en-
closed in a net, and then exposed toa
wild cow. But this sight struck the
spectators with horror, as the former
was a delicate woman, and the breasts
of the latter were streaming with milk.
They were, therefore, recalled,and ex-
posed in a common loose dress. Per-
)etua was first tossed by the beast; and,

eing thrown down, she had the pre-
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sence of mind to cnmpnserl‘mr {h‘tfe-ffi nf:
she lay on the ground. Then na-.-m;,,l,
and seeing Felicitas much runurﬂl tnr:]
than herself, she gave her her and,
and assisted her to rise ; and for some
time they both stood together near :h.e
te of the amphitheatre. Thit 1er
erpetua sent for Eer In:uﬂu_‘r, and f.-:;-
horted him to continue firm in the faith,
to love his fellow Christians, and notto
be discouraged by her sufferings.
Being all in a mangled {-umllt]mn,
they were now taken to the usual place
of execution to be dispatched with a
sword ; but the populace nrquuﬂtinﬁ
that they should be removed to 311;01 111‘,1
place, where the execution might t';
seen to mere advantage, they got up o
their own accord to go thither. 'l hﬂf,
having given each other the kiss of 1?1.1{11 -
ity, they quietly resigned themselve &.l:i:
their fate. In walking, Saturus ha
supported Perpetua, and he |~x|n_rw|.lhf‘:
irst. She was observed to lllt'l‘[t. a
Young and ignorant soldier, :-.'lm was
appointed to be her executlioner, liIl
what manner he should perform lis
office,
Who ean behold a young and l{-‘nl-
der woman passing unmoved th!'m!;_f‘:
these sufferings, without exclaiming
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“The heroes whose bravery the worl

extols, are cowards compared with thi
patient conqueror.”  Yes, Perpetua
a conqueror, doubtless a conqueror i
the realns of light; and could she and
her fellow-sufferers descend from those
bright regions to converse with mak
they would represent all their tortiues
as not worthy of a thought compared
with the glory which they now possess,
O, how great is the value of that reli-
gion which was their support! how
great the worth of those blessings which
form their eternal reward ! O, let ~the
young readers of this voluine inplore
grace to imitate Perpetua, and to make
her God and Saviour theirs,

JOHN LAMBERT. A. p. 1338,

THE two preceding histories present
a specimen of what the early disciples
of the Son of God endured from their
heathen persecutors, In these way#
and by a multitude of other torments as
dreadful as these, did immense mul-
titudes suffer martyrdom durirg those
ten persecutions, some of which con-
tinued for years to devastate the chureh
of Christ. At length paganism fell,

but ere long rose again under ﬂlll"l!hﬂ;
name,* and popery, justly deseribe

-
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®* Dr Middleton in his letter from ani:,
observes, ** Since we see the present people
at Rome worshipping in the same ."P‘.'nph—:if——
at the same altars—sometimes the same 1m-
ages—and always with the same ceremo-
nies as the old Romans, they must have
more charity as well as skill in :hsunguls‘htlnﬁ
than | pre-tcud to bave, I\_who can 'ﬂh:iﬁ ve
lhem frmn the same suiucrslnhm and 1do :I.Tr!_ji
of which we enndemn their pagan ancestors.”
P"T“Er}' and Paganism are, in many respects,
one and the same system, under :hlin_reut
names. The o!d heathens worshipped llua{-l-
ges; the papisis do the same; they a-d“'r:s
souls of dead men when deified ; the ]!d.p'lh :
Copying them, worship reputed Sﬂ.l;ﬂb, :1|”[:1
‘some  of infamous character, as the rf, )
Thomas a Becket, and Garnet the l‘Iﬂ.M::I,
who was privy to the gunpowder plot: | ;e
ancient heathen templts were df::.lscﬂt(*.l ‘]u
their various wsoids; so are lh{: popish ChllI'LL :-
€38 Lo their lm.lﬂrnll saints: diflerent E”"f‘},;rll::
Were, by the pagans,alotted to the ;armfﬂ;..‘hrir
of different gods,and by papists,tothato :
"-!'m:rﬂ[lt sﬁi::trj; the aquae ]ll*ﬂl’ulus, or lus=
tral waters of the heathen idolater, nusu:wnr !lni
the hf}ly water of the pa st} the l]'l’]'l.lh{fl‘il;l
gods of the former to the patron saints aiﬂt 1e
latter: the ecanonization of popish saints, ttr‘)‘
the deification of heathen gmds: the pc:ip:::"m
€ supreme pontiff ; and the monks' I:.u 1r:rius
popery, to the augurs and vesta vhe._. =
of heathenism: the popish altars, to the |




46 JOHN LAMBERT.

by the late Mr. Cecil, as Satan’s master
piece, began to persecute the church of
God. Papal Rome is represented in
the Revelations as drunken with blood
of the saints and of the martyrs of Je-
sus. The cruelties exercised by the
most bloody heathen persecutors “were
fully equalled, if not outdone, by those
of popish ones. Those of Bonner, in
our native land, are well known ; but
though his eruelties appeared infernal,
even he did not exeeed his brethren in
guilt.  In sober truth it may be affirm-
ed, that popery has produced millions
of Bonners, and were it again to tri-

gan ones: the incense of the pagan temples,
to that of the popish churches; the perpetual
fires hefore heathen idols, to the lamps and
candles which are perpetually burning before
the images and shrines of popish saints. The
votive offerings to heathen idols resemble
those now made to the saints of the popish
calendar; and as those of the pagans were
hung up in the temple of the god to whom an
offering had been vowed, sothose of the pa-
pists, in a similar manner, are hung up inthe
church of their idol saints. The processions
in honour of popish saints are borrowed from
those in honour of heathen gods; and as the
heathens carried in pomp the images of their
idols, sodo the papists the images of theirs.
The carnival answers to the I:acchanalia; and
in many other respects their systems harmon-
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umph, would no doubt produce mil-
lions more. The cant of false liberali-
ty in the present day would represent
this monster, drunk with t_he bloed of
martyrs, as harmless, but its harmless-
ness is like that of a sleeping volcano.
The Rev. T. Scott observes, “ No com-

utation can reach the numbers who
}:m-'e been put to death in various
ways on account of their maintainng

the profession of the gospel, and nppn}
sing the corruptions of the church o
Rome. A million of the poor Wal-

1ze. That which is still more surprising is,

that at Rome and other places, the very

idols and temples of the heathen, by ﬂnﬁy

changing the name, have been used in the

anti-christian church. At Reme t!le statue

of Jupiter Capitolinus became a St. Peter,

by changing only the thunder-bolt into two

keys, At Bordeaux, an old statue r:uf_' Jup‘tter
onan eagle became a Christ ascending into
heaven. ~ An antique statue of a young Bac-
chus was shown to Dr.” Middleton, which
was then worshipped as the image of a female
$aint. "The old heathen temple named the
Pantheon was dedicated to Jove and all the
%"‘13, and by a pope was rec?nsecraled t;} ti:ie
lirgin Mary and all the saints. In Englan ’
PoPery is not te be seen in its proper arrh‘ily 3
& principal business of popish priests in Eog

land is to hide the enormities of their ani-
Christian system.
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denses perished in France; nine hun-
dred thousand orthodox Christians
were slain in less than thirty years af-
ter the institution of the Jesuits ; the
duke of Alva boasted of having put
thirty six thousand to death in the Neth-
erlands, by the hands of the common
executioner during the space of a few
years. The inquisition destroyed by va-
rious tortures one hundred and fifty
thousand Christians within thirty years.
These are a few specimens, and but a
few, of those which history hath re-
corded ; but the total amount will ney-
er be known till “the earth shall dis-
close her blood, and shall no more cov-
er her slain.” Scott on Rev. xiii. 7.
To these dreadful statements may be
added the massacre of the protestants
in France, when one hundred thousand
are said to have been murdered ina
few days; the news of which gave
such pleasure to the pope of Rome that
a jubilee was granted, the people were
commanded to go to church and bless
God fer the success of the action, and
it was decreed that the pope and his
cardinals should march in procession
to chureh, and give God thanks for so
great a blessing. Afterwards followed
the massacre, in the reign of Charles .,
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of the protestants in Ireland, when I:Jas
many as two hundred thousand m;e );
one computation stated to l:m.ner ool
inhumanly murdered in a great variety
of shocking ways. g 4
Of thesegium?mcmblg vietims to pnl-l
ish cruelty, a brief notice or two Wi
presented to the reader, in whiech we
shall see the value of religion and the
supports of the gospel illustriously dis-
layed. g -
; J}ulm Lambert was born n I\Driolk -
he studied at the University of Cam-
bridge, and became preacher to :he
English merchants at Antwerp, but Jr»ﬂ-
ing ensnared by popish cunning, “31
conveyed to London about 1532, .uu:
was examined before archbishop War-
hain, and confined in prison, from
whence he was released soon after the
death of the archbishop. ;

In 1538, through the intrigues of t {:‘
mfamous Stephen Gardiner, bmlmp_ﬂ!

inchester, he was, after a mock tl‘l;i -

ore Henry V1II, condemned to the
mes, ;

Upon the day appointed for this lmljtr‘
martyr to suffer, he was brought out o
Prison hy eight o’clock in the nmnu:u,,i,
10 Lord Cromwell’s house, anq mmefn
10 a private chamber, where Cromwe
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desired forgiveness of him, for what he
had done. ~ When the hour of death
came, he found much joy and comfort
in his soul, Coming out of the cham-
ber into the hall, he saluted the gentle-
men, and sat down to breakfast with
them, after which he was soon convey-
ed to Smithfield, the place of execu-
tion, where he was very cruelly treated.
When his legs were burned to the
stumps, the wretched tormentors with-
drew the fire from him, leaving but a
small fire, and coals under him: after
this, two of them thrust their halberds
into his sides, with which they lifted
Lim up as far as the chain would per-
mit. At this time of extreme misery
the holy sufferer lifting up his hands,
while his finger ends were flaming with
fire, said, “ None but Christ ! None but
Christ " Being let down he {ell into
the fire, where he ended his BOIrows,

and his Spirit fled to the Joys of his
Lord.

ANN ASKEW. A. p. 1546

Sie William Askew, of Kelsay in
Lineolnshire, was blessed with several
daughters. His second, named Ann,
had received a genteel education,which,
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with an agreeable person and goml un-
derstanding, rendered her a very rprf_r-
wer person to be at the head of a uu;:-
v. Her father, regardless of his daug i
ter’s inclination and happiness, (Jl_ﬂlgeh
her to marry a gentleman wht_]_ lf!a
nothing to recommend him but Inul o -
tune, and who was a most Ingmm pd}
ist. No sooner was he convinced of
Eis wife’s regard for the doctrines lnl
the reformation from popery, than Py
the instigation of the priests, he » m};
lently drove her from his house, thnugd
8he had borne him two children, an
her conduct was unexeeptionable. A-
bandoned by her husband, she came up
to London in order to procure a di-
vorce, and to make herself known to
that part of the court who either pro-
fessed or were favourers of protestan-
tism; but as Henry VIII, with culif;cnt
of parliament, had just enacted the law
of the Six Articles, commonly called
the Bloody Statute, she was cruelly be-
trayed by her own husband, and upon
his inforiation taken inta custody, and
examined concerning her faith. The
act above mentioned denounced death
dgainst all those who should deny I.lfﬁ
doctrine of transubstantiation, or l.l;dt
the bread and wine made use of in the
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sacrament were not converted, after
consecration, into the real body and
blood of Christ; or maintain the ne-
cessity of receiving the sacrament in
both kinds; or affirm that it was lawful
for priests to marry; that the vows of
celibacy might be broken ; that private
masses were of no avail; and that auri-
cular confession to a priest was not
necessary to salvation,

When apprehended for her religion
she was examined before one Christo-
pher Dare, an inquisitor, who asked
her if she did not believe the sacra-
ment of the altar to be the real body of
Christ ?  This question she refused to
answer. He then accused her of read-
ing that God dwelt notin temples made
with hands, and of having said that she
would rather read five lines in her bible
than hear a mass. She replied that
the reason was because the one greatly
edified her, and the other did not : and
in answer to the former accusation, she
referred to the 17th chapter of the Acts.
After this she was examined by the
lord mayor of London and the bishop's
chancellor, and was then committed a
close prisoner to the compter, where
she was left to raminate on her alarm-
ing situation.  After undergoing an ex-

r
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amination before Bonner, thrmiglll' _ﬂ!r,-.
importunity of her friends, she was at
length liberated upon bail. ‘
Sometime after she was again appre-
hended, and carried before the kl.“.‘g:;
council. The lord chancellor aske
her opinion about the sacrament: :-'-h;_':
answered, that she believed that so of-
ten as she received the bread in remem-
brance of Christ’s death, she received
the fruits of his most glorious _passion.
The bishop of Winchester uruv‘rfd her
to give a more direct reply, Hi:: u::;
swered, she would not sing the I :E.T ;
song in a strange land, The bis m}:
told her she was a parrot ; after much
other debate she was imprisoned Ill:
the next day, when they again mquired
what she said to the sacrament : she t-‘l“-
swered, that she had said wlmtI a e
could say. Gardiner with some othe ;-:-t:
earnestly persuaded her to confesst “i
sacrament, to be the flesh, blood, anc
bone of Christ: she told two of them,
that it was a great shame for them to
counsel her contrary to their own
knowledge: after much other nrgm_nl;_.-;
they dismissed her. The sabbath fol-
lowing she was very ill, and ﬁvem!_ui:
likelvnm die, she degired to s!wnk wit :
Mr. Latimer, but instead of granting
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this small request, ill as she was, they
sent her to Newgate,

She was afterwards brought to trial
in Guild-hall, where she was required
to recant, or be condemned as a here-
tic; she answered that she wasno here-
tic. They asked her if she would deny
the sacrament to be Christ’s body and
blood? She said, “Yea, for Christ
that was born of the blessed Virgin is
now in heaven, and will come from
thence at the latter day.” “That,” said
she, “which you call your god, is but a
piece of bread, and after a time will
grow mouldy, and turn to nothing that’s

ood: therefore it cannot be God.”

hey wished her to confess to a priest :
she said she would confess her fauls
to God, for she was sure that he would
hear her with favour. She was then
condemned.

Soon after this she was conveyed
from Newgate, and again brought be-
fore Bonner, who endeavored m vain
to draw her from her God. One Nich-
olas Shaxton, an apostate, advised her
to recant. She told him it had been
good for him if he had never heen
born.  She was then sent to the tower.
It was strongly suspected that Mps.
Askew was favoured by some ladies of
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high rank, and that she carried on a re-
ligious correspondence with the queen;
80 that the chancellor Wriothesley,
hoping that he might discover some-
thing that would afford matter of im-
chment against that princess, the
Ee;'l of Hertford, or his countess, who
all favoured the reformation, ordered
her to be put to the rack. The rack
was placed in a dismal dungeon, down
into which she was led, and stretched
on the infernal instrument of torture,
But her fortitude in suffering, and her
resolution not to betray her friends,
Were proof against that diabolical in-
vention. Not a an, not a word
could be extorted from her. After she
had endured these horrid torments, the
lieutenant of the tower was about to
take her out, but the chancellor bade
liim rack her again, which he refused
0 do on account of her weakness.
The chancellor threatened to complain
of him tothe King, and he and Mr.
ich, throwing uﬂg their gowns, with
eir own hands, augmented her tor-
tures with dreadful violence. &1he,
Quietly and patiently praying to God,
endured their infernal cruelty till her
Joints and bones were pulled out of
Place. When taken from the rack she
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fainted away, but being recovered, pas-
sed above two hours on the bare floor
reasoning with the chancellor, who ad-
vised her to renounce her faith. She
said, “My Lord God, I thank his ever-

lasting goodness, gave me grace to per-

severe, and I hope will do 8o to the
end.” She was returned to Newgate
and condemned to the flames. While
there, she wrote a confession of her
faith, which she concluded with the
following prayer: “O Lord, 1 have
more enemies now than there are hairs
of my head: yet Lord, let them never
overcome me with vain words, but fight,
Lord, thou in my stead, for on thee
cast I my care ; with all the spite they
can imagine, they fall upon me which
am thy poor creature: yet, sweet Lord,
let me notset by them which are against
me, for in thee is my whole delight.
And Lord, T heartily desire of thee,
that thou wilt of thy mereiful goodness,
forgive them that violence which they
do and have doneunto me. Open thou
algo their blind hearts, that they may
hereafier do that thing in thy sight
which is acceptable before thee, and to
set forth thy truth aright, without the
-ain fancies of sinfil men: So be it, O
Lord, so be it.”

ANN ASEEW. o7

The day for execution having arriv-
ed, she was carried in a chair to Smith-
field, her bones being so {.llﬁl{}(:':ltﬂd that
she was unable to walk. She was
there fastened round the middle with a
chain to the stake. While at it, letters
were brought her from the lord chan-
cellor, offering her the king’s pardon i
ghe would recant ; but she refused to
look at them, telling the messenger,
“that she came not thither to deny her

rd and Master.” 'The same letters
Were also tendered to three other per-
sons condemned to the same fate, and
who, animated by her example, refused
10 accept them: whereupon the lord
mayor commanded the fire to be k.m-
dled, and with savage ignoraince crlytl
out, Fiat Jushitia—Let justice take its
course, The faggots being lighted, she
commended her soul, with the utmost
composute, into the hands of her Ma-
ker, and like the great founder of the
religion she professed, expired, }"Jru{mg
for her murderers, July 16, 1546, about

e twenty fifth year of herage.

“Ido not know,” observes a good
Writer, “if all circumstancoes _be con-
Sidered, whether the history of thus or
any other nation can furnish a more il-
istrious examople than this now related.

9
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To her father’s will ehe sacrificed her
own inclinations ; to a husband, unwors
thy of her affections, ehe behayed with
prudence, respect, and obedience, The
secrets of her friendsshe preserved ine
violable, even amidst the tortures of the
rack. Her constancy in suffering, con-
sidering her age and sex, was equal at
least, if not superior, to any thing on
record ; and her piety was genuine and
unaffected, of which she gave the most
exalted proof; in dying a martyr for the
cause of her religion, and liberty of
conscience,”

Here let the reader pause and admire
the sufferer, adore the grace which sup-
ported her, prize the religion for which
she died, and detest the antichristian,
the really pagan system, whose sup-
porters murdered her. Every well in-
formed and consistent Christian while
he pities the deluded votaries of popery,
must abhor popery itself. It is abhorred
by God, and sfmll be destroyed by the
brightness of the Redeemer’s coming.

JOHN JANEWAY. A, D. 1657.
Amoxe the numerous instances of

the cheering power of religion on the
mind, in a dying hour, few have equal-

{
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led and perhaps none ever excelled the
tollc Vi, :

I}::‘Im Janeway was borne mn llf‘rf:
fordshire, in 1633. His parents v exe
pious persons. Before he became 1.]'!..1
quainted with real religion, he nppv::l_..
to have possessed many zu!:mhh' quali-
fications. He made vu:n-'ni_w"n'nlv pro-
gress in various branches of llh*l‘nlllljl‘. :
and at the age of seventeen was chosen
o King’s College, Cambridge. 1

When he was about eighteen,it pleas-
ed the ever blessed God, to Jead him to
an acquaintance with those things,
which belonged to his everlasting peace.
The change in his heartappearsto have
been gradual 3 and the rl:ln'i'-r:-»:uu{n of
& young man, in the same college, .I,(;
have been one of the means employed
for his conversion. Al _llu':-t time !jlr:

Views respecting some of his favourite

studies changed. He saw that astron-

omy surveyed but amole hill, ﬂf:np::l‘-.
ed with the glorious objects whieh FI.HU

g”-‘i]u.‘l discovers. lle lullwl Ihn::'--- “l H:

curiously inquire into every thing IIII

the “one thing needful ;7 and counte

all things as dross and dung l'tll'llll"ill'i‘il
with Christ and him erucified. From
this period of his life 10 its conclusion,
he manitested the power of heastfglt
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religion; the peace and satisfaction of
his soul were discernible in his coun-
tenance ; and his affections were set
“on the things which are above.”

As he himself enjoyed the comforts
of the divine favour, he longed that
others should partake of the same de-
lights. Influenced by this desire he
wrote many affeeting letters to differ-
ent friends ; recommending their eter-
nal interest to their care ; and directing
them to Christ the sinner’s refuge.
With prayers and tears he sought the
divine blessing on these attempts to
lead others to that source of consola-
tion, whence his comforts flowed. In
private conversation he pursued the
same object ; and his endeavors among
his own relations were very successful.
Inhisown conduct he displayed the
lovely nature of real piety ; and while
he thus recommended the gospel to
men, prayer and communion with God
were his delight.

It was his custom to set apart a por-
tion of his time daily for seoret retire-
ment and solemn meditation. This
practice is warmly recommended in
Mr. Baxter's “Saints’ Everlasting

7, a book which he peculiarly
O one of these occasions a
Bodlwg vy

Y. S,

v

e
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friend of his, unknown to lnm,happen:
ed to be in a situation where he nhs__;gn-
ed all that passed: and his remarks on
what he saw are worthy of um:?rimr‘i.
“0! what a spectacle dul‘ I see .. ..h'u‘rf,?-
ly, a man walking with God, {Enl'l‘r’l;_.l :--i
ing intimately with his i}lil]\lf! ] urlu .
maintaining a holy familiarity with the
great Jehovah. Methought 1 saw one
talking with God. O! whata ;.r.lu::u;:;l!s_;
8ight it was! methinks I see him ?110,
how sweetly did his face shine: O,
with what a lovely coulitenance did he
walk up and down, his lips going, ]I]It;
body oft reaching up, as if he 1:1(}111_1
have taken his flight into heaven: s
looks, and smiles, and t—:.v.'crry mnt::u}
spake him to be upon the u:-r{ con
fines of glory. O! had one In.n; _‘nm;. n
what he was then feeding on . Surely,
he had ¢ meat to eat which the world
knew not of ”

He was full of love to tae souls of
men; and often lamented,that Christians,
in their mutual converse, c_lu no more 1o
advance each other’s spiritual welfare,
He once satgilent, and wrote down in
shorthand the discourse of some that
professed to have a peculiar nuf]um‘ntii‘
ance with religion, and afterwardsrea

1o them; and asked them whether .

- e ——
e ———
e —————

. '-r--'

-
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such conversation was such as they
would be willing God should record.
“Oh,” said he, “to spend an hour or
two together, and to hear scarcely a
word for Christ, or that speaks people’s
hearts in love with holiness! Where
is our loveto God and souls all this
while? Where is our sense of the pre-
ciousness of time, of the greatness of
our account ?  Should we talk thus, if
we believed that we should hear of
this again at the day of judgment?
And do we not know that we must
give an account of every idle word ?
Did saints in former times use their
tongues to no better purpose 7 Would
Enoch, David, or Paul, have talked
thus? Is this the sweetest communion
of saints upon earth? How shall we
do to spend eternity in speaking the
praises of God, if we cannot find mat-
ter for an hour’s discourse ?

“ Doth not this speak aloud that our
hearts are very empty of grace, and
that we have little sense of spiritual
and eternal concerns ?”

He walked humbly with his God:
and was favoured with so much of" the
divine presence, and with so bright a
hope of glory beyond the grave, that,
in the midst of all worldly comforts;
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he longed for death 3 and the ﬂm“gt:z
of the day of judgment made a

i de_
enjoyments sweeter. He ecarnestly

sired the coming of the Lp‘rfl:, f’fl:‘ :
when some persons were t’u‘m ﬂlll‘::r_:
with him respecting that ﬂﬂlL‘:ﬂlﬂ_l -
od, he smiled and expresstt u?
light in the thought of its approact o
“When he was about twenty-i% 0, P
symptoms of a deep u{ms-‘-u1nptmrnwt:}qs
I;ﬁﬂrt!sl. Words can ar.m:t'.ely' c?ldﬁlr-
the trinmphant state of his m"?:*l'mecs
inga great part of his last sicKI <o
His soul was filied with )0y um-]ul.zi =
ble and full of glory. Often wn"k:m:v
say, “ 0, that ] could but let ynli'll o
what I now feel! O, that I could ¢ s
you what I see! O, that I could E}L‘[;;i:;q
the thousandth part nt‘lh.at sweet o
that I now find in Christ. you. 1_\10 :
all then think it well worth while :.'
make it your business 10 be r'ch.gu?;l ‘
O my dear friends, we little think :}w 1
Chirist is worth upon a death-be
would not for a world, nay, furClm_;Ht
{ions of worlds, be now wnl‘mul ::-l(
and pardon. 1 would not for lll W s
live any longer: the very thoug :meven
W&%ﬂ:ﬂif}r of recovery make me ¢
tremble.’ ;-1
A person who came 10 visit bim, ex:
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pressed a hope that he might yet recoy-
er: “Anddo you think to please me,”
said he, “by such discourse as this?
No, friend, you are much mistaken in

me, if’ you think that the thoughts of

life, and health, and the world, are
pleasing to me.. The world hath quite
lost its excelleney in my judgment. 0;
how poor and contemptible a thing is
it in all its glory, compared with the
glory of that invisible world, which I
now live in the sight of! And as for
life,Christ is my life, health and strength;
and 1 know I shall have another kind
of life when I leave this. It would in-
comparably more please me, if you
should say to me, “Yon cammot possi-
bly hold out long; before to-morrow
you will be in eternity P 1 do so long
to be with Christ, that I could be comn
tented to be cut in pieces, and to be
put to the most exquisite torments, so
that I might but die, and be with
Christ. O,how sweet is Jesus! ¢ Come,
Lord Jesus, come quickly.’ Death, do
thy worst! Dezth has lost its terrible-
ness. Death itis nothing. Death is
nothing (through grace) to me. I can
as easily die as shut my eyes, o turn
my head and sleep: I'long to be with
Christ ; Ilong to die.”

65

_ i ' is mother
On one occasion, when hi

an ] with

d brothers were in the rputll]: o

him, he earnestly besought his m r
’

1 1 prayers
not to attempt to hinder, hy‘ lfi_ ’1;1[‘:1?‘1: ml:
his departure to eternal rest;

- rharoe \{]lt
i s, gaid, “1 charge}
ing to his brothers, sad, thore 2

-y for my life any
E]l, do not pray to1 et -ou do. O that
you do me wrong, ity lory that I be-
glory, the unspeakable g ul)" ¢ 18 full:
hold ! My heart is full, my I-"imt sinile g
‘Christ smiles, and 1 cannot }u‘tﬂ'} me
ean you find in your heart 10 ’:lctlc ﬂlui
who am now going to 'IIIUEH;HI \Nnuld
eternal enjoyment of (,hrl"-‘f swn? The
you keep me h‘t}ll’i Iél.‘f' if:l:;' v open
o Telegf? ll.'\f' i .
arms of my blesse _ and read
to vétl’nlu'm:;\j;,r me ; the “"f*-jm ft‘::::lnlm Uy
. into his bo 3 )
to carry my soul P I see, you would
did you but see what I see, long, dear
all epy out with me, how lo \{-.: by w4
Lord ; come, Lm'il‘Jwlugﬂ-if;::tm:::ll.f}ﬂiﬁ =
" are his cihd
ll}". O, why t}: .
ong a comng & is-
When a piﬁnﬂ minister E“l,.hm:.?qix_
coursing with bim on the ‘-'ﬂ; mli”;ﬂm
) ' y glory of the unse
celleney, and the glory | , ) o
world }h’ﬂ said, “ S, _l feel -Eh”.[.“l ﬂ]lllilli:i
of it',m\f heart is as full as it can .
ih tlliﬂ lower state 3 I ean hold no 11;][10‘-\;
here. O that I could but let you

what I feel !”
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As he approached the end of his
course, his mind was commonly filled
with joy; yet even his happiness had
some small intermissions ; at such times,
he said, “Hold out, faith and patience;
vet a little while and your work will be
done.” :

He used every evening to take leave
of his friends, hoping not to see them
till the morning of the resurrection ;
and he desired them to make sure of a
comfortable meeting in a better world ;
and when he saw some of them weep-
ing, desired them rather to rejoice than
weep on his aceount,

Not long before his departure to eter-
nal rest, one of his brothers, while en-
gaged in prayer with him, besought
God to coutinue the happiness he en-

Joyed, so that he might go, as it were,
from one heaven to another, and from
imperfect joy to eternal glory. After
this, the comforts poured into his soul
were 8o great, that words cannot ex-
press his blessedness, and the relgtion
must fall far short of the reality.—He
broke out in such words as these: 0,
he is come! he is come! O how glori-
ous is the blessed Jesus! How shall I
speak the thousandth part of his praises!
O for words to set out a little of that
excellency! but it is inexoressible !

JONN JANEWAY. G7

“0, my friends, come lnnk. -lfll;‘n;]:
dying man, and wonder; I myse an
not but wonder! Was there Fn}r
greater kindness ! were there ever such
manifestations of rich grace ? 0 .T‘I![F
me, Lord; why me? Sure l}!m is akin
to heaven ; and if I were never o t-l-llrl
1oy any more than this, it were “dt‘
worth all the torments that man or de-
vils could invent, to come through even
a hell to such transcendent joys as
these. If this be dying, dying 1ssweet @
let no true Christians ever be !lh'{l!rlllf_lf
dying. O death is sweet to me. I n.-;'
bed is soft. The smiles and visits r(-)
Christ would turn hell into heaven. o
that you did but see uml' feel what I do!

Come and behold a dying man mu;‘ﬂ
cheerful than ever you saw any health-
ful man in the midst of his sweetest en-
Joyments, O, Sirs, worldly Illmm“-:.?
are pitiful, poor sorry things, f'fan‘irh

With one glimpse of this ;.l:huz;.., \;-r'l ..

shines so strongly into my soul: L

why ghould any of you be so sad, vi'ln-n.

I am so glad! This, thisis the hour

that I have waited for.” R, o

As joy was his portion, prtus;.‘]\r{q.-
his delight. 'When ministers or Uh
fians came to him, he would beg tlu_;ii

10 spend all the time they passed wi
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him in praise. “0,” said he, “help
me to praise God, I have nothing else
to do, from this time to eternity, but to
praise and love God. I have what m[vl
soul desires upon earth; I cannot te

what to pray for, but what I have gra-
ciously given., I want but one thing,
and that is, a speedy lift to heaven. |
expect no more here, I cannot desire
more, I cannot bear more. O praise,
praise, praise that infinite boundless
love that hath, to a wonder, looked up-
on my soul, and done more for me than
for thousands of his children, Bless the
Lord, O my soul, and all that is with-
in me bless his holy name. Help me,
help me, O my friends, to praise and
admire him that hath done such aston-
1shing wonders for my soul; he hath
pardoned all my sins, he hath filled me
with his goodness, he hath given me
grace and glory, and no good thing
hath he withheld from me.”

“Come, help me with praises, all is
too little: come, help me, O yo glori-
ous and mighty angels, who are so well
skilled in this heavenly work of praise.
Praise him, all ye creatures upon the
earth, let every thing that hath being
help me to praise him. Hallelujah,
hallelujah, hallelujah: praise is now

JOHAN JANEWAY. GO

my work, and I shall be engng;:ml in
that sweet employment for ever.

On another oecasion he uttered sm‘:lf
words as these, “ Admire God for evel
and ever, O ye redeemed ones; (3
those joys, the taste of which | llﬂ.‘li:_.
The everlasting joys, which are at -1”,5
right hand for ever more! Ii;turlaatj_.,
eternity itself is too short to praise tns
God in. O bless the Lord with me,
come let us shout for joy, and boast
i the God of our salvation. O, help
me.to praise the Lord, for his mercy en-
dureth forever.”

Acmlrding to his desire most of t}_m
time that was spent with I_HII:: I“-L:u?
Spent in praise ; yet still he tsunl‘,. I} ore
praise still, O, help me to praise him:

have now nothing else to do; 1 have
done with prayer and all other ﬂ}"[ll-
Nances ; I have almost done conversing
With mortals. 1 shall presently behold
Christ himself that died for me, and

oved me, and washed me in his
lood.”

“I shall, before a few hours are over,

in eternity, singing the song of *M{H
8es, and the song of the L:un}r.' 1 r‘}-l‘“i
Presently stand upon Mount Zion, with
an innumerable company of angels
40 the spirits of the just made pericet,
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and Jesus the Mediator of the new
covenant. I shall hear the voice of
much people, and be one amongst
them, who shall say, Hallelujah, salva-
tion, glory, honour, and power, unto
the Lord our God ; and again, we shall
say, Hallelujah. And yet a little while
and 1 shall sing unto the Lamb, a song
of praise, saying, Worthy art thou to
receive praise who wert slain, and hast
redeemed us to God by thy blood, out
of every kindred, and tongne, and peo-
ple, and nation, and hast made us unto
our God kings and priests, and we
shall reign with thee for ever and
ever,”

“Methinks T stand, as it were, with
one foot in heaven, and the other upon
earth: methinks I hear the melody of
heaven, and by faith I see the angels
waiting to carry my soul to the bosom
of Jesus, and I shall be for ever with
the Lord in glory.”

A few hours before his death he ecal-
led his relations together, and affection-
ately expressed his wishes for their
eternal welfare: he concluded with
saying, “And now, my dear mother,
brethren, and sisters, farewell ; 1 leave
you for a while, and I commend you 1o
God,and to the word of his grace,which

-
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is able to build you up, and to give you
an inheritance among all them that are
sanctified.” '
“ And now, dear Lord, my work 18
done. I have finished my course, I
have fought the good fight; and hence-

forth their remaineth for me a crown

of richteousness! Now come, dear
Lord Jesus, come quiekly.”

“ At length his course was comple-
ted, and he perceived death approach-
ing. His jaws quivered, his hands and
feet grew cold as clay, and a cold sweat
spread over him, but he was glad indeed
when he found his spirit departing. He
endured some severe pangs of dissolu-
tion,and then fell asleep in Jesus. He
died in June, 1657, aged 22. His mortal
remains rest, till the resurrection of the
just, in Kilshall Church, Hertiordshire.

00
JOSEPH ALLEINE. A. D. 1668,

Tre scriptures assert, that the ways
of wisdom are ways of pleasantness,
and that all herpaths are peace, Per-
haps this assertion has seldom received
a more striking confirmation,than when
the disciples of Jesus have been seen
treading a thorny, or even a 11E¢=erl|rt;_.{
way to heaven ; and yet peaceful, yet
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happy. Where trials for religion have
peculiarly abounded, the ‘comforts of
religion seem to have been peculiarly
enjoyed. The experience of the sub-
ject of this short narrative justifies this
observation.

Joseph Alleine, well known as the
author of that excellent publicationy
An Alarm to the Unconverted, was
born at Devizes, in 1633. His father
was an humble and experienced Chris-
tian, of whose death the following ac-
count has been preserved. On the
morning before he died he rose at four
o’clock ; about eleven he went down
from his closet, and called for refresh-
ment. When this was prepared, he
gave thanks, but could not eat any
thing. Mrs. Alleine perceiving a sud-
den change in him advised him to lie
down. He replied, “No, but I will
die in my chair; I am not afraid to
die.” Ie sat down and said, *My
life is hid with Christ in God,” then
closed his eyes, and breathed his last.

His son early manifested a pious and
peculiarly sweet disposition. When
about eleven years old it was IH.’!‘t‘l.‘i\'ﬁl
that he was constant and very de-
vout in ]u‘i\':lttt prayer. From that
time, the remainder of his life display-

JOSEPH ALLEINE. 73

ed the influence of religion, retndered
still miore amiable bLB:s pleasing de-
portment. In him best ornament
of man shone with peculiar lustre.
Love and joy dwelt within his beart;
aud from his lips flowed prayer and
praise, and thanksgiving for divine
wercies, especially for those most ;;re-
cious blessings, the Saviour, the Holy
Spirit, and heaven. Hissweetestcom-
forts were divine and heavenly. His
soul ofien took a delightful prospect of
elernity, contemplating the regions of
glorious bliss, and looking wishfully to
his Father's house, in a comfortable
persuasion that he would ere long be
there, L
His early love to prayer contnue
in after life. He had a sirong atlection
for that sacred privilege. ke ofien
dwelt with admiration and praise, oR
the divine power and wisdowm, 10 the
works of creation j butparucu larly exs
tolled the wonders of redeeming love.
He delighted to praise God 10 the opea
air, jn the private retirement of some
field or wood, that the sccue_amund
and above him might impress his beart.
Hs desrised not a broken heart, nor
was he negligent io confessing sin,
which he did with real griet; but

6
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praise and thanksgivings appeared more
suited to the state of hlg:snul. In rome

of his letters, after speaking of the

grace of God, he would use such ex
pressions as these; “Yam full of the
mercies of the Lord; O love the Lord
for me! O praise the Lord for my

sake! O help me, help me, to praise

the Lord !”

Jesus Christ was his happiness. In
a letter to some Christian friends he
said ; “ My relation to Christ is above
all; heis my life and my peace: my
riches, and my righteousness: he ismy
hope and my strength, aud my inheri
tance, and my rejoicing. In him will
I please myself for ever, and in him
will 1 glory. I esteem myself most
happy, and rich, and safe in him, though
of myself I am nothing. In him I may
boast without pride, and glory without
vanity. Here is no danger of being
over much pleased; neither can the
Christian exceed in overvaluing his
own riches and happiness in Christ.”
He often commended the Saviour's
love, and by it excited himself and oth-
ers to holy obedience,

His views of the Saviour’s love were

Eﬁfﬂ exalted ; “When,” said he,

I end if I suffer mysoul to run
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} and my running pen to
mmt It;fﬁﬁ:-dmg to the dimensions ug‘
this boundless field of divine love:

. If the pens of all the world were em-

write volumes of love; if the
Eﬂgcei;zf all the living were ext_arc;_s-
ed in nothing else but talking ot tms
love ; if all the hearts that be, were
made up of love ; and all the pmﬂ,ers
and affections of the mind were turn :
into one, to wit, the power of love, {e
this were no less than infinitely too ﬂlxt‘
tle, either tr_;. c(t}ncjai':'clor :’}’ express the
reatness of CHrist’s love.”
. It is not designed, in this little v;:!;
ume, to enlarge on all the traits 1n u:lld
character. It may be sufficient llﬂ -
the following. * A most t_rbﬂer».rubi ea:
ture in his piety was, & gimcerc ai Gﬂd
solute consecration of himself to od,
through Jesus Christ. While youn
he deyoted himself to-the minisuy ©
the gospel. During the seust_l?l Dthlg-?l-
Vious preparation, he studiec coa .
Then, and 1 subsequent life, he mghly
valued time. Four in the morning was
his hour of rising ; and from that tlm:.a
till bis breakfast hour, he was employ=
ed in prayer, meditation, auid ffurguu.;g:
of psalms. If he heard workmen pm
#uing their businese before he wus en-
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gaged in his religious exercises, he
would say, “O how this noise shames
me ! Doth not my Master deserve more
than theirs ?” and often said, “ Give me
that Christian that accounts his time
mavre precious than gold.,” The same
spirit appeared in various other expres-
sions which he used: for instance, at
the beginning of a week, “ Another
week is before us, let us spend this
week for God!” In a morning,— Come,
now let this day be spent for God. Let
us live this one day well. Could we
resolve to be more than ordinarily cir-
cumspect for one day at a time, we
might live at extraordinary rates.” He
gave this advice to a friend, “Value
precious time while time doth last, and
not when it is irrecoverably lost. Know
the worth of things to come before they
are preseut ; and the worth of things
presant before they are past. Value po
merey but as it is serviceable for God,
and things eternal,” | |

At other times he said, “0O come let
us make haste; our Lord will come
shortly ; let us prepare for him.”

“If we long to be in heaven, let us
basten our work; for when that is done,
away we shall be fetched.”

"5 this vain foolish world! I woa-

JOSEPH ALLEINE. 7

| asonable creatures can 5o
zzrwhzw :ﬁt! What is in it worth 1pu]i:-t
after! 1 care nntht::h l:nr;tnf (:r
an my Master ha
l::;‘gerv}l;w tha); done, then farewell to
h.?
th?tﬁrégﬁ, being then 21 years of aag{‘:i
Mr. Alleine became assistant 10 an kgha
minister at Taunton. In this wgi‘ .
Jaboured with no small po_runr;] rhtrc
siduity and success. Besides Ilp ¥
lic services he was IHdEfﬂtlg!li]b ehen-
private exertions, to promote the ah
efit of the congregation. He tat‘;gmr
from house to house. THis prac :ha
was to spend five afternoons n:{ :
week, from about twoO ucl?c oo
seven. in visiting the different amlbe.
of his flock. He let them kuuwhim
fore hand when they might expe:.l':_t iuu;
and ar these interviews, by relig -
conversation adapted to their state; -
endeavoured to instruct the ignoran Lo
warn the careless, to comfort the -~
ponding, and to animate the musin n{
these private labours, he thoug " 28
much good was done as by his p .
ministry. Mrs. Alleine perceiving = o
his excessive exertions were too in o
for his strength, besought him 10 I:E' -
bimself; his reply was, “ What
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strength for but to spend fi od have made fow complaints ok thiag 1
What is a candle for bﬁf to b:l!.)ug:tt?: - they th bﬁeen permiued, without i::(i

When she requested him to spend ther molestation, to pursue their sac
more of “his time with her, he answer- work ; but fines, imprisonments, ol
ed, that if he had ten bodies and souls, banishment from their places of resi-
he could employ them all in and about dence, with law, or without, were their
Taunton; and would say, “Ah my subsequent portion. Yet they had a
dear! I know thy soul is safe ; but how friend to uphold them, who did sup-
many that are perishing have I to look port them to the end, and at length res-
after! O that I could do more for eued them from every foe. Whenone
thiem I of them, to whom the king had & Rccu-
At length the day arrived which liar antipathy, was in danger _“f eatn,
sg req.d a black and dismal ecloud over in Newgate, through close imprison=
the interests of religion in England ; ment, a peti-on Was presented to
a ?loud that still darkens many parts u;' Charles for his release. Th? g
. this favoured island. Laud’s tyranni- was, “Jenkyn shall be a prisoner 88
cal and persecuting faction, that in the long as he lives.” He died soon aﬂe}r.
reign of Charles the First had striven A uobleman having heard of his deatl,
to ?amsh true piety from the land, and gaid to the king, “ May 1t P}Eﬂfzﬁ }rﬂu:;
to introdace in its stead popish mum- Majesty, Jenkyn has got his liberty.
meries and irreligion, triumphed in the “Aye, said the king, “who gave it
reign of that curse to England, the pro- bim ?"—% A greater than your Majesty,
fligate Charles the Second. In August, ~ the King of kings.” Charles appeared
1662, upwards of two thousand con- much struck, and remained silent. He
scientious ministers of the gospel were himself was a most debauched an
expelled from their pulpits by the act profligate hypocrite 3 professedly & Proz
of uniformity. Mr. Wilberiorce has testant, probably in reality a papist,
observed, that they were shamefull not an infidel; the slave of ewdl}er
ejected, in violation of the royal wnn:i and debauchery ; and the dupe of wick-

and of the clear principles of justi ed men. high in rank and power. Lord
Yet probably these holy suﬂ'e:mﬁl :::t;]tfﬁ $ Cllrend:un,g ope of these, received i
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this world some punishment for his
cruelties; being, through righteous
Judgment, deprived of the king’s favour,
and driven into exile,

Joseph Alleine was one of the many
sufferers at this time. When banished
from the pulpit he had occupied, bhe
still resolved to pursue his beloved
work of preaching, and visiting from
house to house, till imprisonment or
exile should stop his labours; apd he

sold his goods to be better prepared for

either event. He often expressed a de-
sire to enjoy three monthg’ liberty, be-
fore he went to prison; and God 8o
gratified his desire, that though often
threatened, he pursued his werk with-
out interruption from August till the
following May. He was then appre-
ended, on a Saturday evening, and
taken before three justices, who charg-
ed him with holding a riotous assem-
bly, at a meeting, where the only em-
ployment had been prayer and preach-
mE. Innocence being no protection
ere e&udy was the crime, after lie had
some insulting treatment, 8
mittimus was made out to send him to
Ilchester gaol. He passed the Lord’s
day in Taunton, in custody of an of-
ficer, who had orders to prevent his

ching. Man
mim, gith whom

hom h ,
s e them that be was
Bt v aﬂmi:llﬁiguf joy, being con-
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his friends visit-
}' nge conversed agd
e exhorted 10 per-

E&mg o pﬁ?;nglur}' of God would be

ent that t

promoted by his trials.

indered preach-
Paogn hnﬁ:e i:]:iit]e“:l his friends to

. dey. : . >
Egeltn tt:l:-; il:l} the night. Many hun

nd young did €o,
i thee g:in[: about three hours

with whom b o
in religious exercises. o<
On Monday mo1 nln%ei - tpibr s

three friends,he ¢ -
e ;::r?rand himseli: carnedt;he r*;:;'
rant for his commitment e ;ﬂi o s
The streets of Taunton wey:i-l Ihitter o
people, many of whom, wi g
mantat,inns, followed h:En 0 o i
miles. The scene on this occasi e
8o affecting that it was ahnus;] —
than he could bear. When tl:.l’l -
and his friends arrived at llrheE : réfura
gaoler was not at home. He {; s
etmbraced this OPPOTIoEYy e prison.
ed again before

He was then committed to & uhnml;:ﬁ
in which were six other mlmsler!,ﬁ .
Aifty quakers. His fellow suffere E

the Eainimy, and bimself, preac
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once or twice a day, and many resort:
ed to them, even from places eight or
ten miles distant. In July he was in-
dicted at the sessions. The grand jury
threw out the bill, yet he was kept mn
prison. In August he was again indiets
ed on the same evidence as before:
The grand jury now found a bill against
him, and he was brought to trial. 'The
indietment was that, on May 17, 1GE3,
“he together with twenty others, to the
Jurors unknown,did riotously,routously,
ahd seditiously assemble themselves 0+
gether, contrary to the peace of our
sovereign Lord the king, and to the
great terror of his subjects, and to the
evil example of others,” &e. He re-
plied that he was guilty of praying and
preaching, and owned them for his du-
ty; but that he abhorred riotous and
seditious assemblies, and pleaded that
he was not guilty of the charge of at-
tending one. The jury however con-
victed him, and he was sentenced to
pay a fine of 100 marks, (£€6. 13s. 4d.)
and to be imprisoned till this fine was
paid. To this he replied, that he was
glad that he had appeared before his
country ; that whatever he was charg-
ed with, he was guilty of nothing but
doing his duty; that n.l?' which appeared
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from the evidence, was only th::it hhi:
had sung a psalm, and mst'ﬂ'l;:tesmne
family in his own house, “.h: ed i
other persons were present; aPhamver
he should cheerfully receive ﬁd R
sentence might be prﬂnmﬁcewas Pre-
bim, in so good a cause. Fle was &
manded to prison. In the fnl:?\ seﬁ'
winter, his fellow-sufferers and 1:11:‘%-
were favoured with a nmrt;;i c?{i s
ient room, and hundreds Gc'i: $
them to hear the word of Gnl i ¢
justices raged, and threatened 111:1m .
exile ; but their threats were uc:t I o
to execution. At length }r:e “:ﬁ .
ated ; but sickness soon mﬂt{}measure
When his health was in some s
restored, he again laboured 10 £ ' domae
the sacred cause of religion. s
imprisonment speedily mt:z-::l'hrupmill o
labours, and contributed to the v
his constitution. When hbern;:le T
cond time, it was not for muc fyepic
exertion. His strength was wea nnsti:
his health was ruined ; and his crisnn-
tution broken by labours and "?ll et
ment. During these seasons 0 A]leina
ing he sometimes said to Mrs. v t;
u%hﬂugh we have not such nt;;len'e -
8s the great ones of the world have, ¥

we have God’s blessed angels to minis-
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ter to us, to w v

. atch o ile slee

; A er us w p-

and devils.,” He had now by hi -
Vv his ex

t -
0 preserve us from the rage

ample, to te
ach othe
s rs how to ick=
re!S;,ﬂ;ﬂ:L:n}gounter death. g?;rslill;u
ingered on upwaras of a

year ; his health, like an expiring taper,
] !

B.D 4 .
Draetimes brightening, then declinin
YRS, is season of trial he enj ]f&
not uiﬂf‘ﬁ?ne,‘ and said that G;':}lugad
e }m In any thing, but in layi
S I rom his work, and i ;:y -
v I:E out of heaven. ' He L]dEEP-
e, o oys of which s
a sw i
R e onecinces & sopace
gt rinded n e pomaee il
: e -
weiln T.I:th him to a:l‘i etg:'!;rtitirt would be
the uséﬂnlt!li:? he had so entirely ]
move a fin is limbs that he cuu]{l ns:
could be mger: when asked huwn]?a
as he had la;:dilncg?etimed to lie so long
. & £l t r
P Y bk e ol e P o
friend andmy Saviour, Lﬁe S g
and heav comforter, and ml;‘:“@ s
not becu:tne my inheritance, and cit:fleri
at without limbe und heslth?

Through gra
my Father’s good pleasure.
ked him the

same questiun, he

chosen God, and he
and 1 know v_vith whom 1 b
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ce 1 am fully p?tisﬁed with

W hen another person as
answered, “1 have
is become mine j

ave trusted

mysell.
that cannot
though be have nothing else.
terest in God is all my joy.”

To some Christiab friends who visit-
ed him, hesaid, «You see iy weak es-
tate. 'Thus have I been for many
weeks, but God has been with me, and
1 hope with you. Y our prayers for me
bave Leen snswered many Ways; the
Lord return them into your own bo-
some. My friends, life is mine, death
is mine ; in that covenant 1 was preaciis

ing of to you g all my salvation, 8u
gll my desire. I have lived 3 sweet
g,and 1 hnpe,thrnugh

promise. "fThe

romises of God are everlasting
g but God in them will stan you

in stead in a dsy of affliction.”
f the doetrines I
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cation, and eternal glory. O live like

believers! Trample this world under
your feet. Be not taken with its com-
forts, nor disquicted with its crosses
You will be out of it shortly.” He
prayed with them before they parted,
and gfterwards said, * Farewell, fare-
well, my dear friends. Remember me
to all Taunton. I beseech you and
them, if I never see your faces more,
go home and live over what I have
preached to you ; and the Lord provide
for you when I am gone. O Jet not
all my lahours and sufferings, let not
my wasted strength, iy uscless limbs,
rise up in judgment against you, at the
great day of the Lord.”

At another time when some of his
former flock visited him, he said 10
them, “Let your conversation be as be-
cometh the gospel of Christ. Live
what I have spuEen to you. Behold
me; I cannot move a finger, Itis for
Christ and you that T have thus spent
myself. Many professors who can
rray and talk well we shall find at the
aft band of Christ, another day. You
have.your trades, your estates, your re-
lations;. be not taken wiih these, but
with God. For the Lord’s sake take

heed of the- world, of worldly
worldly comforts, worldly fiiends.”

. for Christ.
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that warrants were
ot on the five-
to heaven,
countenance, he
 Blessed be the
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"~ 'When '
out for his apprehension,
miles act, lifting up his eyes

and with a cheegful
od, saying, :
%ﬂafdkfii Ehaii n?:w give up two lwﬁs
| The one in doing, the ot -;
er in suffering for him. Iam WGEI; 01310
in doing for him, and now 1 can o
more, shall 1 not suffer for his sa ‘l:aesa
bless the Lord I look not for happl =
in this werld. I am content 10 at:ljil.r .
it till T come into the other W'D{{L L
forgive my enemies with all my _ﬂ; .
Ha lived sometime in EK[}CC'I.{II:LJG o
‘death  Every night afier p;ﬂ}:}ln.erv-
‘used to bid the family farewdﬁ? Tmn..
ine that he might die before the t;.e .
iu:%_ W hen he lay down m“rrﬁt 1 et
ten said to Mrs. Alleine, “We *Evell
shortly be in another bed. Ear{% o
my dear, the Lord bless thee. o
he awoke in the morning his usua >
pressions were, ‘“Now we haw(;id :
day more ; here is one more for > ds
let us live well “this day, for we
t fow to live 4 {
hﬂAf&z his illness had cnnunuec]l] sev
eral months there appeared muc m
bability of his recovery ; but thed =
sive appearance soon vanished;
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grew worse, Seeing so '
wea‘ping around him, Ee sml?c]lf “r?;::
;?t or me,fm y work is done,” Some
ospect of recove in appeared
and E_e was u‘.'.«t:»:11|.r|a.ty¢.=.rfflr atgmli:hl:: Hel%;
notwithstanding his weakness, he stroye
to promote the interests of religion, b

catechising children ; distributing reli=

gious publications ; and having Limself
carried to the houses of the pifualpoor.
to whom he gave money, and with
whom he conversed und prayed,
A visible change for the worse soon
appeared 1o his countenance ; and be
observed to some friends that his timo
would be very short. Not many days
before he died, Mrs. Alleine being pre-
sent with him, he offered to God many
awost uffectionate requests for her, snd
said to ber, “ Well now, my dear, my
companion in all my wibulations and
afflictions, I thank thee for all thy paius
and labours for e, at home and abroad,
in prison and liberty, in heglth end
0 sickness.”  After menticping the
places at which they had been in their
days of afiliction, he concluded with
manai'fhu!y espirations to God in ber
hehalf; beseeching the Most High o
requite her, and never forget her ; but
to fill her with all manner of consols-
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tion and grace; and to support her
through all difficulties.

The hour of his departure now drew
on apace. He was seized with strong
and terrible convulsions, which contin-
ued with little intermission for two
days and nights, Prayers were offered
that his sufferings might be mitigated,
and prayer prevailed. He again be-
came able to converse with his sorrow-
ing friends. “0,” said he, “ How sweet
will heaven be.” Looking upon his
hands he said, “These shall be chang-
ed. This vile body shall be made like
unto Christ’s glorious body.” “O what
a glorious day will the day of resurrec-
tion be. Methinks 1 see it by faith.
How will the saints lift up their heads
and rejoice !”

At length his work was finished.
His Master called, and he entered into
rest. He is gone to that country where
his sun will never set,and God shall be
his everlasting light ; and for a hun-
dred and fifty years, the days of his
mourning have ended. .

JANE RATCLIFFE.

Jaxe RatcLirre was born in the year
1638. Her extraordinary faith and pi-
7 .
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ety render her a suitable subjeet for .

these memoirs,

In early life, she indulged herself in
many of the follies and vanities of her
time; but being awakened to a sense of
their fatal tendency, she renounced
them, and placed her affections on ob-
Jects which alone ean eonfer solid and
durable enjoyment. We shall pass
over the intermediate parts of her cir-
cumspect life, and come to the closing
scene of it; when she appeared to be
much raised above the love of life, and
the fears of death, The following is
an extract from her own expressions,
at that solemn crisis. At the same
time that they manifest her desire to be
released from the sorrows and dangers
of mortality, there can be no - doubt
that it was limited by a humble sub-
mission, and pious resignation to the
will of Heaven.

“Idesire to die,” said she, “hecause
I want while T live here, the glorious
rresence of God, which 1 love and
ong for; and the sweet fellowship of
angels and saints, who would be as
lad to see me with them, as I should
to see them about me, and who
;yn:ld entertain me with unwearied de-
ight.
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“Y desire to die—because while I
live, I shall want the perfection of my
nature, and be as an estranged and ban-
ished child from my Fatlier’s house.

“ [ desire to die—because I would
not live to offend so good a God, and
grieve his Holy Spirit. For his loving
kindness is better than life, and heis
abundant in merey to me ; and the fear
of displeasing him ofien lies as a heavy
load upon my heart. _

[ desire to die—because this world
is generally infected with the plague of
sin, and 1 myself am tainted with the
same disease : so that while 1 I!\'t:. here,

I shall be in danger of being infected,
or of infecting others. And if this
world hates me, because I endeavourto
follow goodness, how would it rejoice
i my foot should slip! How woeful
would myv life be to me, if I shrould give
occasion to the world to triumph and
blaspheme! There are in my nature
80 many defects, errors, and {ransgress-
ions, that I may say with David, * In-
numerable evils have compassed me
about ; my iniquities have taken hold
on me, so that I am mot able to look
up.! 1 therefore desire heaven for ho-
liness, and to the end that I may sim no
more.
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“I desire to die—because nothing in
this world can give me solid and dura-
ble enjoyment.

“With regard to my children I am
not troubled ; for that God who lLas
given them life, and breath, and all
they have while I am living, can pro-
vide for them when I am dead. My
God will be their God, if they be his;
and if they be not, what comfort would
it be for me to live to behold it? Life
would be bitter to me, if 1 should see
them dishonour God, whom 1 so great-
ly love.

“] fear not death—because it is but

the separation of the soul from the bo-
dy; and that is but a shadow of the
body of death: Romans vii. 24. Where-
as the separation of the soul from Geod
by sin, and of soul and body for sin, is
death in deed: Isa. lix. 2.

“] fear not death—because it is an
enemy that has been oftenvapquished ;
and because I am armed for it ; and the
weapons of my warfare are mighty
through God, and I am assured of vic-

tory.

lij’dn not fear death for the pain of it;
for I am persuaded I have endured as
great pain in life, as I shall find in death,
and death will cure me of all eorts of

pain.

JANE RATCLIFFE. o

i ' ible
esides Christ dl_ed a terri
death t{? the end any kind att a;lgg
migh; be blessed to me.”= AJ_:ld lt E s
who has greatly Joved me 10 1e_,u -
not neglect me in death ; but ]Tlﬂ, |
his spirit, succugr and l:,;:t;’ngt ¢
ime of the combat.

allPEI;g t;]r:f comfort in her last hours,

she put into the following form some

memoirs of the principal merctas ol:ln
blessings she had received f;um .
% How shall I praise God for my
ion ? for his word
version ’ ) ¢
of my affection to i, and the wonder

ful comforts 1 have? for gudlg' surrqw?

* with the godly ? for Joy
Ert{;eél %ﬂ?glpS:Tirit ? ﬁ}r ﬁlmmflo?l‘gg fgf
death ? for contempt 0f the, R
v elps and comforts? 10T & z
E»:;?ng sgrength against my sillt: ? bi‘c:lll'
reserving “f]te from agl;lli?lss o
and after my € :
ﬁnlaxer last sickness, which *;vaaﬂe::t:
long continuance, she was deeply o
sible of the dangers and mls;:_rles e
attend our progress through | ﬁ, aqntun
ten implored God to remove er lfDn-
better world, saying in the wurdsou
vid, % Make haste to help me, A
my salvation! Be pleased, O Lord,
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deliv !

he!;:?:;e“'l’?' O Lord, make haste to

D —and she was relieved in the

pﬂﬂf;d fF manner; for her spirit de-

pases rom the body, when it w
ught she had only fallen asleep s

JOHN OWEN. A. p. 1683

Or the death of thi : o
lht; Ithllgwiug nm-tmt!i;:z :I;-]:]:i:fi (.lwme’
{ . 3 .
by hll-m :;\;:lu’t}“ ho had been entrusted
f:erfnrma.nc; t{l“;!':::];ﬁ‘[n:; I;lltting his Inst
. g ! ne ss,came .
l;;n:} in !thc. morning of the day (::: x;lsfﬁ
putti:fi ) fulul said, “I have just bééu
Chriqé “}fﬁ;ll‘ book, ¢On the glory of
M e He rephed, 48
to the press, | at this performance is put
and his e ’-mt’ lifting up his hands
“0 hmthe{ﬂ?’ as m a kind of rapture,
day is come atIP ne, the long looked for
that glory § ast, in which I shall see
¥ mm another manner than I

have eve

ver done vet

g e s S Y Oy O WS -
doing in this world.” ’ capable of

JOHN ELLIOT. a. p. 1690
Avmone
those, who have shone, in

the church of Christ, wi
> t, with al
tolic lustre, John Elliot, then::l(;)snt:s?ﬁiﬂs}

' God, and, having
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the American Indians, appears conspic-

uous. He lived bel

oved, he died la-

mented ; and doubtless now lives a far

nobler life,

beloved by multitudes, to

whom Divine Providence made him
the instrument of conveying the glad

tidings of pardon, peace,

and heaven.

He was born in England about the

year 1604, In early

peace, devoted hims

life he sought his

found the way of

elf to the ministry

of the gospel. Being driven from
England by that enmity to real piety,

and that persecuting spiri
lisgrace on the reign

atamped indelible «

t, which have

of Charles the First, he emigrated in

1631, to what was tl

derness of America; with

ing rather to suffer

on the dreary wil-
Moses, choos-

affliction with the

people of God, than to enjoy the plea-

gures O

journey
long pilgrimag
in 1690 he left that

come a refuge for the

ing church below,
happy an

f sin for a season. In America,

for almost sixty years, he pu
towards heaven. After the
o of 86 years on earth,

land, which had he-
Saviour’s suffer-
to go and join the

d triumphant chureh, in that

better, far better country, which he w

never, never leave.

The piety of th

is eminent mai was
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the piety of youth ; and the happy ef-
fects of his early acquaintance with re-
ligion, appeared in his becoming a
burning and a shining light, as a Chris-
tian, a minister, and a missionary,
Prayer was his delight; in this respect
he led a life of intimate communion
with God. The writer of his life ob-
served, “Could the walls of his old
study speak, they would ravish us with
a relation of the many hundred and
thousand fervent prayers, which he
there poured out before the Lord.” It
was not merely his daily practice to
pray to his Father in secret, but he fre-
quently employed whole days in the
exercises of devotion. He thought that
when we have any great things to ac-
complish, the best policy is to work by
an en%ine of which the world sees noth-
ing. If he heard any news of impor-
tance his usual remark was, “ Brethren,
let us turn all this into prayer.” If he

visited the house of a friend, he would
often say, “Come

ften s y let us not have a
visit without a prayer ; let us pray down

the blessing of heaven on your fmnig
before we g0.” When associating wi

his brethren in the ministry, he would
remind them that the Saviour takes

much notice of what is done and said

97

JOHN ELLIOT.

by his ministers, and would invite them
to pray before they parted. g dek
e was not less eminent i:-lr wir
venly frame of mind, which he Tnces
fasted amidst the common tl?lcurrwnik-
of life. On one uccas;lon,k;:l “:.:;J e
ing in hi n, he pluc
ing in his garden,

} friend
of the weeds which grew there, &

f t
said to him,  Sir, you tell us we mus

be heavenly minded;” he immediately

] ] d this is no un-
replied, It 1s true, an

0
pediment to that ; for were [ sure to g

D

ing house, books o iy
Ezutfélﬁblg, but all the books of devo

j him, “Sir,
ion on a shelf’; he said to y 5y
EE:'IE’Z earth on the table, pnd h:::&:;: Dat
the shelf; pray do not sit an{_ on 8t
the table as altogether 1o EIIE . g
shelf; letnot earth h)«.a.r.t}’”rﬂut:{!1k e o
heaven out of your mind. At guely
er time in the hearing of a ;&e d, wy
wrote while he spoke, h!:a miE ﬁn e
lowing striking parap ras L Bgver
words, “Our conversation

N " ‘
1"Hﬂ.l?iem:»ld » gaid he, “the anclep; iﬂq
excellent cflamcter of a tmehcl?;:a - “;
“is that which Peter calls ho
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all manner of conversation ; you shall
not find a Christian out of the way of
godly conversation. For, first,a seventh
part of our time is all spent in heaven,
when we are duly zealous for, and
zealous on the Sabbath of God. Besides
God has written on the head of the Sab-
bath, Remember ; which looks both for-
wards and backwards ; and thusa good
art of the week will be truly a Sab-
ath. Well, but for the rest of our
time! Why, we shall have that spent
in heaven, ere we have done. For,
secondly, we have many days for both
fasting and thaunksgiving, in our pil
grimage ; and here are so many Sab-
baths more. Moreover, thirdly, we
have our lectures every week ; and pi-
ous people will not miss them,if they can
help it. Furthermore, fourthly, we have
our private meetings, wherein we may
pray, and sing, and repeat sermons,
confer together about the things of God;
and being now come thus far, we are
in heaven almost every day. But a lit-
tle farther, fifthly, we perform family
duties every day ; we have our morn-
ing and evening sacrifices, wherein hav-
ing read the scriptures to our families,
we call upon the name of God, and ev-
ery now and then carefully catechise
those that are under our charge. Sixth-
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ly, we ghall also have our daily devn:
tions in our closets ; wherein, unto su(]i)d
plication before the Lord, we sl:mll'a s
some serious meditation upon his word;
a David will be at this work no leaisu
than thrice a day. Seventhly, we have
likewise many scores of ejaculations in
a day ; and these we have, hk'e he!}lel:
miah, in whatever place we come :1 .
to. Eighthly, we have our nclt:]?sm .
thoughts, and our occasional talk, upol
spiritual matters ; and we have our ﬂ:l,—
casional acts of charity, wherem we do
like the inhabitants of heaven every
day. Ninthly, in our callings, in {.::.;I'
civil callings, we keep up h?.la:l. e'e uy
frames, we buy and sell, and toil 1} 2
we eat and drink, with some eye ziu_
to the honour and command of God in
all. Behold, I have not now left almm-
ute of time to be carnalj it is all en-
grossed for heaven. And yet, lest hm:e
should not be enough, lastly, we hmfe
our spiritual warfare. ‘We are aIwnLE
encountering the enemies of OUY BOU'S,
which continually raises our hemtbfuln-
to our helper and leud::; in the ultil
vens., Let no man say ‘tis Impossibie
to live at this rate; for we ht;lwi
known some live thus ; and others tha
have written of such a life,have but spun
& web out of their own blessed expe-
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rience. New England has exam
of this life; though alas, ’tis to be

JOHN ELLIOT.

mented, that the distractions of the
world, in too many professors, becloud

eavenly conversation.
In fine, our employment lies in heaven.

the morning, if we ask, where amn I
y? Our souls must answery

the beauty of a h

to be to da
in heaven.  In the evenin , if we ask,
where have I been to day :
may answer in heaven. " If thou arta
believer, thou art no stranger to heaven
while thou livest; and when thou diest,

heaven will be no strange place to thee;

no, thou hast been there a thousand
times before,”

Where the Sabbath is loved and im-
proved, religion flourishes; where that

sacred day is undervalued, religion, if

it appear at all, will be found languish-
ing and dying. Elliot loved that day ;
it was his endeavour that bis words
and thoughts _should be suited to jt.

of his pious Christian riends, that he
would devote himself to them and their
service, if they should emigrate to
America before "he undertoolk 5:-: pas-
toral care of any other congregation.

Our souls
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id
em soon afterwards di
Am:r?c?e are?t{etclll at Roxbury, wherela a
%umh was formed, of which _hﬁ 1;-
came the or; and to Wh“ih Ee-.
faithfully ministered for nearly dr?'ur
score years, While he laboure i
the eternal good of the more mattire ‘I:T ot
of his flock,he was anxious for lt l:imnﬁt
fare of their children. He too R
incredible pains in nz}techlsm_gm .
and the success of his EJ_(EI‘E;:I B
proportioned to his indefati e l'n'ster
try. Atthe ordination of a mll‘;:] -
he .ﬂnce said, “ Brother, art thou ';hen -
of the Lord Jes;:s”Chnst?

i s' & -
pr?hgeega{;fl:a;;e is esteemed d];ltm;
g‘uished[: by the intelligent calpéuiieunm:} y
spirit manifested for the di e
religion : it may justly be thoug S
as fﬁr as exertion is _r.znn_cemed, u .-
no other view. Elliot in thﬁawiives;,n -
not long after him, Zeigen o
eust, pﬁhﬁ the very same p anlmu_
promoting Christianity, that urgI p .
ed now. They preached to the e
then ; brought the printing paass
action ; established schools, an maloua
lated the scriptures. Had their ze ‘
labours in the propagation of the Egi

pel been followed by subsequent
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respondent exertions, none ecan tell
what would probably, ere this time,
have been the blessed result.

The former of these eminent men
was even more distinguished as a mis-
sionary, than as a minister, Bein
anxiously concerned for the immort

weltiure of those miserable savages, the -

Indians, in his neighbourhood, in 1646
he began preaching the gospel to them.
Many were the discouragements he en-
countered ; the hardships he endured;
the dangers to which he was exposed.
Yet he pursued his work till the wilder-
ness rejoiced, and the desert was glad.
Alluding to a journey among the In-
dians, in one of his letters, he said, %I
have notbeen dry night nor day, from
the third day of the week until the
sixth, but so travelled, and at night pull
off my boots, wring my stockings, and
on with them again, and so .continue.
But God steps in and helps. 1 have
considered the word of God, 2 Tim. ii.
3: Endure hardship as a good soldier
of Christ.” He translated the Bible,
and various other books into the Indian
language : among which was Baxter's
“Call to the Unconverted.,” A voung
Indian prince, when he lay a dying,
continued with floods of tears to read
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that book while he had strength e

20. Some of the Indian Elllt]f’ ; and

the open enemies O i gﬂﬁllnl{';'lws.ﬂ

Mr. Elliot, when in the .“l:', mfm;
without the company f‘i '1:?1115} times,
Englishman, was,- at 1,nri1 barbarous
treated in a threatemng anc = yet his
manner by some ot t,husp 1;1911;_‘{“-5-““11
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resolution, that he would sﬂ}i"mi .
about the work of the {J.ﬂl“th.: l1 fear
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neither you nor all t:hE ]Lﬂ:i" a0 On,
Ehiﬁﬂ"ﬁ) in the couniry. i “ﬂll ﬁﬂl’l‘.“
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They heard him, and shrunk away.

* many of
The happy conversion of man

the Indians, was the rew nul“d“ I;: ,!i

God gave to such }ZIEEIIEEI'EI. ]i.mui i

severing exertions. '1ht}h i

pray ; they renounced the Tlllt"«‘ﬂ\'uge

lhe'pruﬂiaute became pious; I'I;m;gul

was civilized ; the Lthmpmul }q nges
his skin; and the let}pa.rdl 118 0.11_ o
The self conceited philosop j'er-ds the
present day, or in other E_«m o 1ae
masked or open infidel, scolis .;,tm ues
labours as enthusiasm; but s
know, that the truths he EE{]I‘I}I? (s
zed his own ancestors, and n_nh ; e
other savages; the philosophy he g
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in never civilized one. The wise man
derides the gospel and its fruits, and
devils, well pleased, behold their dupe
swelling to the stars in the pride of
fancied wisdom ; but upon the change
which he derides, angels gaze with joy,
and see, in the converted savage a new
companion for themselves, in those re-
gions of eternal day, to which the doc-
trines of the cross have conducted ma-
ny, but vain philosophy none,

The word of God, in a passage which,
though it had a mere immediate refers
ence to one class of persons, may just-
ly be applied to all professors of the
gospel, says, “Let them learn first to
show piety at home.” The faithful
apostle of the Indians showed it there.
In 1632 he married a young English
lady, who had emigrated from ]%ng-
land ; and with her, for more than fifty
years, he walked with God. She was
eminent for piety and usefulness, and
was arich blessing to her family and
neighbourhood. %‘Fhen she died, her
aged husband, who seldom shed a tear,
weeping over her coffin, before a vast
funcnumig pj_ﬂple exclaimed, “ Here
es my T aﬂm, pious, prudent,
prayerful wife ; Ishall goto her, and she
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gave such decided proof of their real
piety, that after the death of some of
them, their aged father would some-
times say, “I have had six children,
and bless God for his free grace, they
are all either with Christ or in Christ,
and my mind is now at rest concerning
them.” After losing some of them,
being asked how he could bear the
deatﬁ of such excellent children, he re-
plied, “My desire was, that they should
serve God on earth, but if God will
have them serve him in heaven, I have
nothing to object against it; his will be
done.”

His charity was eminent. He felt
for those who suffered ; and in various
ways laboured for their relief. Though
possessed of buta small estate, he gave
many hundreds of pounds to the poor.
Were his neighbours afflicted, he was
ready to visit them, and cheer them
with fraternal sympathy. He prevail-
ed on others to keep many days of
prayer and fasting with himself, for
those whose distresses touched his com-
passionate heart. He had few enemies:
and in one instance where a person,
who had been one of his hearers, be-
came such, he conquered him with
kindness. If he heard ministers com-
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but I thank God my charity holds out
still : 1 find that rather grow than fail.”
When he conceived himself incapaecita-
ted by old age, from promoting the
welfare of his own congregation,
turned his attention to some negroes i
the neighbourhood, to whom he thought
he might still be useful ; and when no
longer able to go from his house to in-
struct them, he became the teacher of
a poor blind boy.

For many months before he died, he
would often cheerfully tell those around
him, that he was shortly going to hea-
ven ; and that he would carry a deal 0
good news thither with him ; referring
to the then prosperous state of the New
England churches. His frequent theme
was the coming of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Of this he talked ; for this be
prayed ; for this he longed ; and what-
ever might be the subject of discourse,
this was sure to be introduced. At
length his Lord came to fetch him home.
When dying he said to a friend,
“ Brother, thou art welcome to my ve-
rysoul. Pray retire to thy study for
me, and give me leave to be gone;”
meaning that he shiould not by prayer
strive to prolong his life. Referring to
the progress of the gospel among the
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spent in preparing others and himself
to appear before God. He said to his
friengs that visited him, “You come
hither to learn to die ; I can assure you,
that your whole life, be it ever so long,
is little enough to prepare for death,
Have a care of this vain deceitful
world, and the lusts of the flesh. Be sure
you choose God for your portion, hea-
ven for your home, God’s glory for
your end, his word for your rule, and
then you need never fear but we shall
meet with comfort.”—Never was a pen-

* itent sinner more humble in debasing

himself; never was a_sincere believer
more calm and comfortable. He ac-
knowledged himself to be the vilest

_dunghill-worm  (his usual expression)

that ever went to heaven. He admir-
ed the divine condescension to us, of-
ten saying, “Lord, what is man ? what
am I, a vile worm, to the great God ?”
Many times he prayed, “God be mer-
ciful to me a sinner !” and blessed God
that this was left upon record in the
gospel as an effectual prayer. He said,
% God may justly condemn me for the
best duty I ever did, and all my
hopes are from the free mercy of God
in Christ?” for which he often prayed.
After a slumber, he waked and said,
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" I shall rest from my lahoyy,” A s xtreme pain. He said, “Flesh
Ister then present added, « Apq your gu; perish, Ex?d we must feel the per-
works follow you,» To whom he re: ishing of it; and though his judgment
plied, “No works; I wil leave out submitted, yet sense would still make

| WD: ks, if' God will grant me the oth- bim groan.” The description of hea-
N W en a friend was comfortin ven, in Heb. xii. 22, was a most cheer-
him with the remembrance of'the oog ing’paggage to him ; he said it deserved
many had received by his preac ing a thousand thousand thoughts.—At an-
ry- Wl?tmgs, he said, 1 wag ut a pen other time he said, that he fnunfi great
in God’s !.";md’ and what praise is due comfort and sweetness in repeating the
8 pen & "—His resigned submission words of the Lord’s prayer, und was
to the will of God, in his sharp sick- sorry that some good peuPIg were pre -
ness, was €minent. Whep extremity Judiced against the use of it; for that
of pain cnnst.rmned hi.m eamﬂsﬂy to there were all necessary Egnn{ms for
Eray to God for his release by death, soul and body contained in it—He gave
e “f'ﬂl.lld ChECk hlﬂlﬂﬁlf; Sﬂ}’l]’] X It is excellent counsel to some young m.]n..
m-'_t fit for me to pPrescribe :—when thou isters that visited him, and earnestly
w_1lt,” wkat‘ thou wilt, and how thou rayed for them and for the church of
r ilt. —Being in great anguish he said, %hrist. He was visited the day before
O how unsearchable are hijs ways, he died by a friend, to whom he said,
and his paths Past finding out! the richs “] Lave pain, there is no arguing sgainst

s ﬁ{;mm?lﬁence We cannot fath- sense, but I have peace, 1 have peace.
- ®0 his friends, « g not think His friend said, “You are now ap-

2 Worse’?f religion for what you see roaching to your long desired home.

ey ~—Being often asked, how it e answered, “I believe, I believe.”— -

Was with his inwarq man; he replied He expressed a great willingness to die,
I bless God | have g well gmunded' and during his sickness, when t_he ques-
assurance of my eteppg) bappin tion was asked how he did, his usual
and great peace and comfort within : reply was, “ Almost well ;” and some-
but it was his trouble that he could not ~ times, “Better than I deserve to be, but

Wiumphaatly €Xpress it, in consequence | Got 40 well as I hope to be.” His joy
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shone more and more unto the perfect

day.

{{er views in the prospect of eternity
are expressed in a letter accompanying
her meditations, and opened after her
decease. The following passage is an
extract from it.

“The reflections were occasionally
written, and only for my own improve-
ment ; butIamnot without hope that
they may have the same galutary effect
on some pious minds, as the reading of
the experiences of others has had on my
own soul. The experimental part of re-
ligion has generally a greater influence
than the theory of it ; and if when I
am sleeping in the dust, those solilo-
quies should kindle a flame of divine
love, even in the heart of the lowest
and most despised Christian, be the

glory given to the great Spring of all

grace and benignity ”

«] have now done with mortal
things, and 2all to come is vast eternitg !
—Eternity! How transporting is the
sound! As longas God exists, my be-
ing and happiness are, I doubt not, se-
cure. These unbounded desires, which
the wide creation cannot limit, shall be
satisfied for ever. I shall drink at the
fountain head of pleasure, and be re-
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freshed with the emanations of origi
al life and joy. I shall hear them;fg;:e
of uncreated harmony, speaking peace
a.nfl ineffable consolation to my soul.”
‘I expect eternal life, not as a re-
ward of merit, but as a pure act of
bounty.  Detesting myserf in every
view I can take. I fly to the righteous-
ness and atonement of my great Re-
deemer, for pardon and Baﬂ'atinn : this
is my only consolation and hope " En-
ter not into judgment, O Lord, with
thy servant ; for in thy sight shall no
flesh be justified. Through the blood
of the Lamb, I hope for an entire vic-
tory over the last enemy ; and that, be-
fore this comes to you, I shall have
lzeached the celestial heights ; and while
33[1 are readieg these lines, I shall be
adoring before the throne of God
where faith shall be turned into 1.'isiun,
:f’ttil t!:gse languishing desires sutisﬁed’
A:n ;n'e full fruition of immortal love.”

HANNAT HOUSMAN.

T!l:ls amiable and exempl
was nna_uf those who mn?ezgeinm
Ureator in the days of their youth, She
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was a native of Kidderminster. In
her childhood she enjoyed the advan-
res of a religious education ; and,

such was the blessing of God upen her

early privileges, that she appears from

her diary, to have been under lively

religious impressions at thirteen years
of age. For twenty-four years, she
seems to have humbly and circumspect-
ly walked with God. In her dying
hours she had such foretastes of the
joy to come, a8 richly rewarded her for
all the conflicts of this probationary
scene ; and, in her triumphant de-
parture, let the young behold an ani-
mating and encouraging reason for
early piety. The following account of
her last illness and death, was dragwn
up by a person who witnessed her suf-
ferings and her comforts,

«From the time of her first seizure,
she was exercised with very violent
pains, without any intermission till her
death ; such as she would often say,
she thought she could not have borne :
“But,’ said she, ‘God 18 good ; verily
he is good to me! Through life T have
found him a good and gracious :

«When recovering from exweme
pain, she said, ‘ God is good, 1 have
found himso : and though he slay me
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yet I will trust in him. These pains
make me love my Lord Jesus the bet-
ter. O, they put me in mind of what
he suffered, to purchase salvation for
my poor soul! Why for me, Lord!
why for me, the greatest of sinners ?
Why for me, who so long refused the
rich offers of thy grace, and the kind
mvitations of the gospel ? how many
helps and means have I enjoyed more
than many others! yea, above most '—
I bad a religious father and mother ;
and I had access to a valuable minister,
to whom I could often and freely open
my mind ; Thave lived ina golden age ;
I have lived in peaceable times, and
have enjoyed great advantages and
helps for communion with God, and
the peace of my own mind; for
which I owe my gracious God and
Father more praises than words can
express. Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all that is within me bless his holy
name ! Bless the Lord, O my soul,
nnﬂ forget not all,or any of his benefits "
When any were weeping and
mourmng ‘over her, she would say,
‘Weep not for me: itis the will of
God; therefore be content. If it may be
for his honour and glory, he will spare
‘me a little longer; if not, I am wholly
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resigned to the will of God. I am con-
tent to stay here, as long as he has any

thing for me to do, or to suffer; and I

am willing to go, if’ it be my Father’s

good pleasure. Therefore be content,

and say, ‘Itis the Lord, let him do

what seemeth to him good.’

“To a person who came to see her,
ghe said, ‘*Cousin, I think I shall die :
and now what a comfort it is, that I am
not afraid of death! The blood of
Christ cleanses me from all sin. But
mistake me not ; there must be a life
and conversation agreeable to the gos-
pel, or else our faith in Christ is a dead
faith. Secure Christ for your friend ;
set not your heart on things below :
riches, and honours, and what the
world calls pleasures, are all fading,

rishing things.” She then threw out

er hand, and said, ‘O, if I bad thou-
sands and ten thousands of gold and
gilver lying by me, what could they do
for me now I am dying!” Take the
advice of a departing friend who wish-
es you well. Do not set your affections
on riches, or on any thing here below.
Remember, death will come in a little
while, whether you are ready or un-
ready, willing or unwilling. 1 com-
mend you to God. I hope,in a short
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time, we shall meet again in heaven
hat '
;1 - ;;II;:;Z!,M‘ perfect rest, peace and
“The whole time of her sickne
lh:e: was in a cheerful, thankful fralfl?ﬂs:’f
mind. When she was cold, and had
something warm given her, she often
said, ‘Blessed be God forall his mer-
cies ; and for this comfort in my afflic-
tion” On her attendant’s warming a
piece of flannel, and putting it round
her cold hands, she thanked her for it
and s'md, ‘0O, how many mercies I
have! I want for nothing. Here is ev-
ery thing I can wish for. I can say !
never wanted any good thing. 1 wish
only for a tranquil passage to glory. It
“l;as free grace that plucked me “from
the very brink of hell; and it is the
power of divine grace, that has sup-
Forted me through the whole of my
ife. Hitherto ¥ can say, the Lord I8
tg;acmt_ls. He has been very merciful
.n[;‘e, m sustamming me under all my
;:151 The Lord brings afflictions, but
l_m not hecause he delights to afflict
118 children ; it is at all times for our
profit. I cansay, it has been good for
me to be afflicted : it has enabled me
to discern things, which when [ was in
health, 1 could not perceive, It has

- P w ——
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made me see more of the vanity and
emptiness of this world, and all its de-
lusive pleasures ; for, at_best; they are
but vanity. I can say, from my own
experience, I have found them to be go
many a time.’

«To her husband, the day before she
died, she said, ¢ My dear, 1 think I am
going apace ; and 1 hoﬁe you will be
satisfied, because it is the will of God.
You have at all times been very loving
and good to me ; and 1 thank you for it
kindly : and now I desire you freely to
resign me to God. If God sees it best
to prolong my stay here upon earth, 1
am willing to stay ; or if he sees it best
to take me to himself, I am willing to
go. Iam willing to be and bear what
may be most for his glory.

«The evening before she died, she
found death stealing upon her; and
focling her own pulse, said, “Well, it
will be but a little while before my
work in this world will be finished.
Then I shall have done with prayer.
My whole employment in heaven will
be praise and love. Here, I love God
but faintly, yet, I hope, sincerely ; but
there, it will be perfecily. 1 shall be-

hold his face in righteousness; for 1
am -thy servant, Lord! bought with
9
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blood, with precious blood. Christ
died to purchase the life of my soul. A
little while, and then I shall be singing
that sweet song—* Blessing, and hon-
our, and glory, and power, be unto
Hix that sitteth upon the throne, and
to the Lame for ever and ever.
“With smiles in her face, and trass-
rts of joy, she often said, *Come,
ord Jesus, come quickly ! Why tarry
the wheels of thy chariot? O, bles-
sed convoy ! come and fetch my soul,
to dwell with God, and Christ, and per-
feet spirits, for ever and ever. When
I join that blessed society above,
my pleasares will never end. O, the
Elﬂry, the glory that shall be set on the
ead of faith and love !’

“ A few minutes before her departure,
finding herself going, she desired to be
lifted up. When this was done, she
cheerfully said, ‘Farewell, sin! fare-
well, pains !—and so finished her course
with joy.”

WILLIAM LEECHMAN.

Wary this eminent minister Jay on

his dying bed, he thus addressed the
son of a worthy nobleman :

“ You see the situation I am in; I

i
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have not many days to live; 1 antl_ E:::i
you have had an opportunity lgﬂ B |
nessing the tranquillity of my‘"_ e
ments. But it s not ;mnqui lF{lm .
composure alone 3 It 15 JOY mi{* trf*‘:: atul:-e )
it is complete exultation. —-l ;5 s
kindled, his voice rose ‘:u-.-. leth'is .
“« And whence,” s;t:dFl_m, ldueﬂ i
ultation spring 7—kron
(pointing to & Bible) 0% et whick
neglecte ed,

::t:l?]::ittllg itw:ﬂuul?le tI‘E[L‘.!llI'F'S! tiﬂﬂ;r::
of joy and rejoicing ! forit mt 1 e
certain that this mortal shall put o
mortality !”

MARGARETTA KLOPSTOCK. A. D. 1758.
Tar gay followers of the present 1::;:;}]:1
would deem itl im[mgs:;bh;_lm :;:tligtgc-
eath and eterm !
EEJE;T :L:nlnss perhaps, ﬂIE}’ mtg[::t {igaﬁn
whom affliction had renderes ; wl J 3
of life. The following narrative, :‘?hn
ever, presents a memorial uil one thrt’
in the midst of youth and com -
looked forward with delight dto =
scenes beyond the grave, an d:‘rlw:
though blessed with tender fnﬂ“wnr]d
low, still desired that unseen . en:
where dearer, better friends ar
joyed.

that Book .
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This lady’s maiden name was Mol-
ler. 1In 1751 she became acquainted
with the celebrated German poet Klo -
stock, and they were married in 1755.
Both of them appear to have been par-
takers of real religion. Klnpsturkpuin
early life, had made the bible his con-
stant companion ; not perusing its sa-
cred pages, merely as a duty, but as a
géiasurf._ She is represented to have
Wt;;;n 'uglﬂy amiable and intelligent
The union between her and her hus-
hant!, was one of the most affectionate
possible ; but affection thus fervent, and
earthly happiness thus exalted and lzurl’
could not bind down her soul to this u'r:'
rest:ial scene. She still looked * for-
:irtr_tr to eternity. Among her eompo-
1ons were some letters as from the
den.d to the living. A few passages
from these may display her views of thig
world, and of some of the most impor-
tant truths of religion. Inone of these
addressed as from her husband in lhl;
Egr:;:l :::rrld to herself, sorrowing for
partur 3 u
mc"r? e, the following thoughts
“The hour was come that took me
Eum thee, from your world for ever;
wu;rﬂin?:.: short is the for ever of your
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«Fear not on account of the sins
which now disturb thy peace. I will
not eall them trifling—what we term
failings, are, before the Houy OxE,
great crimes ; but the love with which
he pardons is unspeakable.”

In another of these compositions she
represents the departed writer as say-
ing to his living friend,

“ Feel only that thou arta sinner,and
that He, Jesus of Nazareth, a namne £0
many of thy brethren in vain endea-
vour to debase ;—He, the God whom 1
now worship, is thine Atoner, thy Re-
deemer.”

Four short years of connubial hap-
piness with her beloved Klopstock flew
swiftly away, and she was not permit-
ted to completea fifth. In a letter to
him, a little more than two months be-
fore her death, she said, “God will
give us what in his wisdom he sees
good, and if any thing be wanting 1o
our wishes, he will teach usto bear that
want.”

In 1658, when writing t0 her hus-

band, who for several weeks was ab-
gent from her, she expressed some ap-
prehensions of being removed from the
present world ; he replied, © God 18
where you are. God is where 1 am,
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We depend entirely on him, much
more entirely than is generally suppo-
sed. We depend on him in all those
things which least call our thoughts to-
wards him. His presence preserves
our breath; he has numbered the
hairs of our head. My soul is now
in a state of sweet composure, though
mixed with some degree of sadness.
O my wife, whom God has given me,
be not ecareful—be not careful for the
morrow !”

She replied, “You must not think
any thing more, than that I am as will-
ing to die as to live, and that I prepare
myself for both ; for I do notallow my-
self'to look on either with certainty.
Were I to judge from circumstances,
there is much more probability of life
than of death, but I am perfectly re-
signed to either; God’s will be done.
I often wonder at the indifference I feel
on the subject when I am so happy in
this world.* O what is our religion !

* She was very grateful for this happiness,
but it did not at all diminish her desire for a
better world. In the last of her Confes-
sions, which she always used to write, she
prays, ‘““ May God continue to me the readi-
ness which he has given me, to exchauge a

life full of happiness, for a still happier eter-
nity.”
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What must that eterqal state_lbe,n::
which we know so little, while ot
soul feels so much! More than uv -
with Klopstock! It does not BOY mll}d
pear to me SO hard to leave }m; -
our child, and I only fear tht[;utnulhi't
lose this peace of mind agam,l - ffvell
has already lasted eight mont 11‘-'&]\ .
know that all hours are not a ]h e‘,l >
particularly the last ; since death, “eas:;'
situation, must be far from u:k g
death ; but let the last hour }:“nw o
impression on You. You kn o
well how much the 1ln£1y ﬂ_ufn If‘hat .
down the soul. Let God ,gn f; “longer
will, I shall still be happy- G P e
life with you, or an emn}? S
him! But can you as easily lmremain
me as I fromyou? Youare :u o
in this world, in a world W “h 10{1 o
o ht?;e nlwulyfv:;;ﬂki;w it i8
arvivor, because :
:Eg ?;ifllest to endure: ‘but pﬁrhulgs l::;
is the will of God that you shou P
left, and mrl!a\f you Iha\e -
strength. think where 1 am %‘oeag
and as far as sinners can __wdglen -y
other, you may be certan 1 gﬁrmtian
there (the humble hopes of a it~
cannot deceive); and there l}r; B
follow me. There shall we
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er, united by love, whi
)y W
WHI'E& nn:;t made to cease ”luch e
ot long after she Wwro i
. te tl
'I;E: ll:gig} f!}d hu;ahand rctumeclllsh}:fr::z'}
t he did not long enjoy her soci 1
$:;§ t;::;iilém ;::nt} she had a‘uti?:?;::et;%
Nos B8, 1,?_ ™ she entered eternity,
in-: !t:tt_t,;l_( tiﬂf}‘ her Ideath, Klopstock
i T t riend, gave the follow-
ing narrative of thég g
: affe 5
thl.:{ﬂr:ll.:l‘fll'l which he had pﬂ;;:(lilfg g
is is my Meta’s dying ¢
) ng
{;lg an;fcomposed. Cai] I%sg?ﬁ),e Etlknd
Thm{lfe I:; my Cramer ? certainl n;rs
o 8 be to the God of cﬂml‘uft for
o {_‘? favours he has shown me T 011;
o tud with me, my Cramer, l]:q I
o acl;:{:- :3] give you a more circumnra:]-
- Fr'dt‘ Her sufferings continued
o s fuul ay till Tuesday afternoon
i ﬁﬂll-oclufzk; but they were tl
A h?.m from  Monday evenil:e
suppurtegd i On Sunday morning %
e tl myself and then her, b
i i’l hat without our Fﬂth:}l"y
b s t:}mr on her head could falls'l
. S an once [ repeated to ] 3
o owing lines from ,my last oéer
: wﬂ;gﬂ Ead was 80 much affected u::;
rced to stop at every line.. K
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was to repeat it all to her, but we were

interrupted.

¢« Though unseen
My Redeemer’s hand is nigh;
He has pour’d salvation’s light
Far within the vale of night 3

There will God my steps control,
There his presence bless my soul.

Lord, what’er my sorrows be,
Teach me to look up 1o Thee !’

« When I began to fear for her life
(as 1 did this sooner than any one else),

i from time to time whispered some-
thing in her ear concerning God,

but so as not to let her perceive
my apprehensions. I know little of
what 1 said ; only in %eur.ml 1 know
that I repeated to her, how much 1 was
strengthened by the uncommon forti-
tude graciuusly vouchsafed to her; and
that L now reminded her of that to
which we had so often encouraged each
other—perfect resignation. -When she
had already suffered greatly, I said to
her, with much emotion, ‘ The Most
Merciful is with thee.’ | saw how she
felt it. Perhaps she now first guessed
that 1 thought she would die. 1 saw
this in her countenance. ] afterwards
told her (as often as I could go into the
room, and support the sight of her sui-

by human eye,
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ferings) how visible the grace of God

How could I refrain
from speaking of the great comfort of

was with her,
my soul !

A ligl

the first time after many
Cramer, the hue of deat

was better after the blee
worse again. I was allow
little time to take leave of he
hopes that 1 might return t

ing. Tsaid, ‘1 will fulf]
my Meta, and tell
from extreme wea
You must not
think to you. I canno
whole.  She heard
spoke without the sma
I pronounced over her th
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.
Now the will of him who inexpressi-
bly supports thee, his will be done !
‘Let him do according to his will,’
said she ; ‘He will do well? She said
this iu a most expressive tone of Joy

t recollect the
erfectly, and
lest difficulty.
€ name of the

“1 came in just as she had been bled.
ight having been brought near on
that account, I saw her face clearly for

hours. Ah, my

h was on it!
But that God who was so mightily with

her supported me too at the sight. She

>ding, but soon
ed but very
r. I had some

0 pray with
her. I shall never cease to thank God

for the grac s he gave me at this part-

my promise,
You that your life
kness is in~ danger.’
exXpect me to relate every
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. “You have epdured

ﬁ{g :r? ﬂg?a?.m God has been with yn:,:
He will be with you. His mighty l:uu:

ised. The Most Merciful will sup-
ber[:m:m | Were I so wretched as uu;
Ebeyu Christian, | s!mu!d now bta[ri-«:-ﬁ:3 ;
one. Something of this sort, an &
more, I said to her in a strong emo o
of transport. Eliza (Mrs. KJs sister)
says, we were both full of )oy. o
my guardian angel if our G%d qﬂs ‘B'e
*You have been mine.” sai : e
my guardian angel,” repeated 1, by
degpermit.’ ¢Who would nntd awa};.
said she. Iwnuld}fmve Euuil?’;?} "

i id, ¢Give her y :
Ezfg’smﬁmgw not whether i sald“g;l};
thing'. 1 hastened away—t :ie.ﬂ ot
into my own room and praye o g
gave me much strength 1n .pb }t v
asked for perfect resignation ; bt -
o o et oo
ich would h

flnrl;lhﬁer’ I;ﬂ;{::b]y because she T:lm :sil-(
read.y heard above all that I cou

L ‘
ur“tw}]:e'n I was gone out ghel ag:l:z
asked Eliza whether it was l:lke s
might die, gnd w}l:etltl;:i ht?;r Eat s

. Once she

El?:?}:hing. Afterwards she felt some
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pain.  She said to Eliza, that God had
much to forgive in her, but she trusted
in her Redeemer. On another occa-
sion Eliza said to her, that God would
help her. She answered, ¢Into hea-
ven.” As her head sunk on the pillow
she said with much animation, ‘It is
over!” She then looked tenderly on
Eliza, and with yvet unfixed eyes listen-
ed while she thus prayed, ‘The blood
of Jesus Curist cleanse thee from all
sin.' O sweet words of eternal life!
After some expressions of pain in her
countenance, it again became perfectly
serene, and thus she died.

“T will not complain ; I will be thank-
ful, that in so severe a trial, God has
strengthened me,

“At parting she said to me” very
sweetly, ‘Thou wilt follow me!” ¢May
my end be like thine!” O might I now
for one moment weep on her bosom !
For I cannot refrain from tears, nor
does God require it of me.

“My Meta left a paper with Eliza,
on which, besides some other direc-
tions, she had written what she would
have on her coffin. It consists of two
passages from the eleventh book of the
Messiah. The soul of the penitent
thief speaks :

O soft yet sulden change :

No more—no more

Corruption’s dreaded
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' th ?
« Was this then dea s 3

se 1
e hy name be death—

and thou, .
power, how chang ’d to

'
0 H )
Sleep t]heyn; companion of my first existence,
Seed sown by God to ripen for the hurfest.
«The soul of the thief continues
speaking, while the etherial body forms

around 1t—

« O what new life 1 ﬁ';ai “ e
Being of beings, how ] rise! mno 1
A thu;a.nd steps 1 rise ; And yet I feel

: il i hall soar
dvancing still in glory, Is
ibit:bthgse thousand steps—Near and more

near
(Not in s works alone, these beauteous

rids) e
I shall ‘\j;‘huld the Eternal face to face.

« | too wished to put sumqthing'cg
the coffin, and I chose the following

lines from the second stanza of my ode:

¢ Though unseen by human eye,
My Redeemer’s hand :s‘mgh;
He has pour’d salvation's hgi‘:t.
Far within the vale of night.

 following consolatory lines from
Gg:;lz, ?’sue of Klopstock’s friends,

deserve attention on account of the sen-

_ - . cunc!ude-
tinent with which they |; but my dear

«Yours is a heavy tria
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friend, God who lays it upon yon will
not leave you without support. A
has given me great pleasure by the as-
surance, that God has already begun to
glorify himself in you; for you have
said, ‘Sl_m is not far from me.’ Indeed
to a Christian the distance is not great
between heaven and earth.”

After Mrs. Klopstock’s decease her
husband appears to have striven to be-
guile some of the hours of his affliction,
by several small compositions, in which
as 1f writing to her, he deseribes what
his feelings were. The consoling in-
ﬂl.m];ce of religion is so strongly visi-
ble in some of these, that a few extracts
from them are subjoined.

“I will now tell thee something of
what befel me after I left thee—I had
before prayed with much uneasiness ;
I. could now pray with quite djfferent
feelings. I entreated perfect submis-
sion. My soul hung on God. I was
refreshed. T was comforted and pre-
pared for the stroke that was already so
near, nearer than I thought. I believed
that thou wouldst vet live some hours,
that was my only hope, and that ac-

cording to thy wish expressed not long
before I left thee, I might once more
be permitted to pray with thee ; but
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how often are our thoughts not as God’s
thoughts—I said soon after thy death,
she is not far from me, and thou wast
not far from me ; we are both in the
band of the Almighty.”

“ After some time I wished to see
what I had just before called my Mera.
They prevented me—I said to one of
our friends, * Then I will forbear. She
will rise again.” ”

“ The second night came the bless-
ing of thy death. 'Till thenl bad con-
sidered it only a trial. The blessing of
such a death in its full power came on
me. I passed above an hour in silent
rapture. Only once in my life did 1 ev-
er feel any thing similar, when in my
youth I thought myself dying, but the
moments of my expected departure then
were somewhat different. My soul
was raised with gratitude and jcy, but
that sweet silence was not in it. The
highest degree of peace with which 1
am acquainted was in my soul. This
state began with my recollecting that
thy Accomplisher and my Advocate

- 8aid, ¢ He who loveth father or mother

more than me is not worthy of me.” ”

It is impossible to describe all the
blessings of this hour. 1 was never
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before with sucl 1
' 1 certaint onvi
of my salvation.” e

“ For this world, for ever, my Meta.

Yesit is short, very short, the for everof

this world. How soon wast thou
from me !—But never, never will It:i‘:ln*
plain. Not even that the for ever of
this world dften appears to me far from
short. How can | complain! How can
I forget the comfort, the gracious re-
freshment which restored my soul when
:n_}lrdputh was the roughest, when the
';;" ;ll::lmi of my pilgrimage most re-
o ;!gt shadowy vale which thou
“Thou who eouldst not enc in-
le day’s absence from me, ((]:;Itl: ;:l]lnl
thnuw how ill thou couldst endure it),
hnu didst contentedly see me leave
thee, and didst not send for me to re-
::;;, t;lmughl_ had promised to pray
thia 't'I?E again. What a change in
l.h'ﬂ' hou wast quite detached from
tlE world. It was the beginning of
ﬁ e;-tnal life. Though I know that thou
[ ; never ceased to love me, yet this
nu(:utg;tn \F“Tltll(li be painful to e, had it
he sake of the great object
of our worship, tl st y

“self even frump;ne!.?’l i, g Wi

Klopstock survived his amiable wifs

[igh

b
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many years, and to the end of life cher-
ishod the remembrance of her. He
dizd in Christian trinmph.  In bis last
and severest conflict he raised himself
on his bed, folded his hands, and with
uplifted eyes prunmzncerl the cheering
words, *Can a woman forget her child
thatshe should not have compassion on
the fruit of her womb? Yes, she may
forget, but 1 will not forget thee.” He
sunk down, fell into a gentle slumber,
and awoke in eternity, March 14, 1803.
The following pleasing anecdote may
ghow how far he differed {from the pre-
tended philosophers of the present day,
who negleet® the Saviour, or at least
strip biwn of all his glories. A Mr.
Eaton, who was consul at Bassora, aud
who was skilled in Arabie, atemp
to translate 10 a1 Arabian priest, as ac-
curately as the difference in the lan-
uages would permit, a passage of
Clopstock’s 1n & hymn to Cbrist. He
said it was impossible 1o deseribe the
agtention with which this Mahomnetan
listened. At length the blood rose In
his face; he stood up and exclaimed
with vehemence, « Excellent! but Al
lah parden him for having so highly €x-
alted the Son.” He then begged Mr
Eaton w0 proceed, and again rose has-

10
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:El)r with a sort of indignant admira-
ion, continually repeating, “ Allah par-

don him fi :
or hav q :
ey highly exalted

JAMES BERVEY. A. D. 1758

Trrs eminent Christian and zealous
minister was born Feb. 26 1713, at
}Iuri!lqg;stﬂn, near Nurthan:pmn. " In
ﬂlf lite, he was impressed with the
s ,; firttlz:q::c of religion, but unacquaint-
pe Pt its nature. Light afterwards
i hqun“ his mind.  “The light,”
say ﬂns:h was not instantaneous ; itndid
i upon my soul, but arose like
I PUSEDS::aﬂg;]if ::HE t(!]n}r.“' 1“E Sty

. 1e right
:ll‘llzitlsaye made saints an nfl?:::r: CE:
transt"e;:e [:;it generations, could they be
i uIm.e,nnd might I call them
iy ity \_mu‘ld renounce them all

Being I%im;i? Gkt
Truth, it nnw-i)emught ol
play the glories nc:ltmh?; h:fsdfllight A
ELS- pulpit no longer gres!}fmtdnmlmi?iﬁ
hidﬂ:]ﬁ_ﬂﬂ, on mere heathen morality ;
ut Christ crucified was the the A

which he dwelt. By his labo AR
was made a blessing to many tcllr::rill?;
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his life ; and,since his removal from
this world, the God of’ grace has conde-
scended, to make his W ritings the means

of advancing the : mmortal good of ma-~

ny more.
Some time before the close of Mr.

Hervey’s mortal course, repeated sick-
ness and weakness warned him, that
he would soon be removed to the rest
he had sought. In 1747 he was attack-
ed with so severe an illness, that desth-
appeared to him to be at hand. At this
time he wrote to a friend, “I think we
£l in our duty, and thwart our com-
fort, by studying God’s holy word no
more. 1 have, for my part, been 100
fond of reading every thing elegantan

valuable that has heen penned in our
own language, and have been particu-

:5 L] - -
larly charmed with the lhistornians and
] I to re-

poets of antiquity ; hut were
new my studies, 1 would take my leave
of these accomplished triflers, 1 woul
resign the delights of modern Wwit,
amusement, and eloquence, and devote
myself to the scriptures of truth ;
would sit with much assiduity at my
divine Master’s feet, and desire to know
nothing but Christ, and him ecrucified.
This is wisdom, whose fruits are peace
in life, consolation in death, and ever-
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Lath salvation after death. This I
2 r:u hset?li, this T would explore,
o gf 1e spacious and delightful
I: I?o the Old and New Testaments.
ofti ;;t, I \;'{}Hld' adopt the resolutions
" s Est es, give myself unto prayer,
s min_\:n;d. With regard to my
5 R Istry, my ch:ei aim should be
o .gef i my people’s minds a deep
se of their depraved, guilty, undone
condition, and a clear I:elil--viﬁg’ convic-
ic:_t;nb?f the all sufficiency of Christ, by
cé&sinﬁ:ﬂf!]; h;? righteousness, his inter-
o utu’? nd his E::;{u'n, to save them to
il h;mus;. Truly my hope, my
dean:.er pgi 1S eveén in the Lord Re-
i ILﬁ:*?vHIEL tt!;c King of Terrors
3 : 1 wounds of the
ff::f?éefﬂlci‘?{nb}' uls the tremhlh:g
the clefis of the rock., Should
f::::;:# use, I plead the Surety of the
i ,h“-hn took my guilt upon him-
o i ore my sms in his own body
o et el e e
lons of the earth migh
E:fcd- Should hell open its Ja\:fa,b?
up to that gracious Being who
says, ‘Deliver from going downg{u ‘Lhﬂ
gﬁ, for I have found out a ransom.’
Should it be said, No unclean thing
can enter heaven, my answer js, ¢ Thg
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blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us
from all sin. Though my sins be as
scarlet, they shall be white as snow.’
Should it be added, None can sit down
at the marriage-supper of the Lamb
without a wedding-garment ; and your
righteousness, what is it before the pure
law and piercing eye of God, but filthy
rs? This 1 renounce, and seek to
be found in the Lord my righteousness.
It is written in the word that shall judge
the world at the last day,‘By bis obedi-
ence shall many be made righteous ; 80
that Jesus, the dear and adorable jesus,
is all my trust ; his merits are my staff,
when I pass through the valley of the
ghadow of death; his merits are my
anchor, when I launch into the bound-
less oc.an of eternity. If the God of
glory pleases to take notice of any of
my mean endeayors to honour his holy
name, it will be infinite condescension

and grace ; but his Son, his righteous-

ness and his sufferings, is all my hope

and salvation.”®
His last illness was of considerable

length, but during its continuance, he

evinced the same happy and devotional
spirit. He seems to have been blessed,

after he knew the grace of God, with a
* Gen. Col. Let. 40.

¢4
)
i
|'f
i
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al-?:rl(:a E:;suragf:e of his interest in Jesus.
s hinut ing in himself to recom-
i m to his gracious Redeemer,
meemer duties, endeavours, or attain-
thun : His death-bed peace was not
s to eg righteous or innocent man, but
s r:s;]f een;}ed sinner, of one who saw
- rtud e guilty, condemned and
= syond all expression, but believed
lrgself complete in Christ.
2 nlrllfe day on which he died, he
cnglﬂl? ined much of a great inward
« hifltarwmch he had, laying his hand
i nnte:;st, 'and saying, “Ah! you
Show 1 10w great a confiict I have.”
o eyga t;;tf;z;r: ;u‘: constantly lified up
. s heaven, with hisarms
gar::&?[:f:}} together in a praying form, and
o _21' three times,“When this great
e _|E over, then,” but said no more,
nhuui‘d it was understood he meant he
s %(_1 to rest. Dr. Stonehouse
- 0 him about three hours before
v
- ;ai ;c:g;'t gep;};fktli]nlgl'eat difficulty
_ : h he spoke
ngﬁfgﬂ?y his pulse that thia'I pl;n'gﬁ? nﬂti'
o thatell;z then coming on, desired
g l:vuuld spare himself. “No,”
1 h , with peculiar ardour, “ doctor.
mo ; you tell me I have but a few miu:'
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ates to live; O,let me spend them in
adoring our great Redeemer!” Hethen
repeated the 96th verse of the 73d
Psalm, “Though my heart and flesh
faileth, God is the strength of my heart,
and my portion for ever 2 and he ex-
patiated in a most delightfulmanner on
these words of Paul, 1 Cor. . 22,23 :
“ All are yours, whether life or death,
things present or things to come,’ re-
ferring his friends 1o the exposition 0
Dr. Doddridge. “Here,” said he, “here
is the tressure of a Christian 3 death is
reckoned among this inventory, and a
noble treasure it is! How thankful am
I for death, as it is the passage through
which I go to the Lord and Giver of
eternal life, and as it frees me from all
the mmsery which you see me now en-
dure, and which T am willing to endure
as long as God thinks fit: for T know
that he will, by and by, 1B his own
ood time, dismiss me from the body.
hese afflictions are but for a moment,
and then comes an eternal weight of
glory. O! welcome, welcome, death !
thou mayst well be reckoned among
the treasures of the Christian 3 to live
i Christ, and to die is gain.” After
which,as the doctor was taking his finad
feave of him, Mr. Hervey expressed
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gratitude for his visits, though it
aad been lunﬁ:wf the power ul’rfled-
e e 1o gurq .¢ He then paused a
‘ e: an hﬁuth great serenity and sweet-
- mf 18 countenance (though the
faj Eggﬂ death were upon him), bein
s a&m]i m his chair, repeate
o sew?r 8: “Lord, now lettest thou
tuyth rvaut depart in peace, 'according
= n{' most holy and comfortable word,
ot ine eyes bave seen thy most pre-
ducts and comfortable salvation. Here
or, 18 my cordial; and what are‘ali

the cordials given to su
_ : ort the dyi
Eo I;ogpnrmn 1o thafp which ai‘i;}e%
s ?e 'lprpmxses of salvation b
o h,m, this supports me ;
8 ut thrae,a clock Le said, “The CGI;'
lm;:tk 1s over;” after which he scarcely
cle] e any other word intelligibly, ex-
255: ;;?5%0:53 selvation.—He dieu,,Dec
ag%- X ; in the forty fifth year of his
ome pleasing lines i
dth were cnmgused b‘[;rmalI‘rIl:.dIiI:Euﬂﬂtq’T 4
of them are sub oined. Pke e

“ O Hervey, honour’d n
! ’ ame, {orgi
li{‘::;i :;utl;;lr:; t.hg :ilzait from a wt::n:ﬁlr:ivﬁl::ﬂ;:rf
e »
5 hﬁf, t would have kept thes
ond wish h
Lish. ave keptthes from the scats of

No more confi
. Pent 1n a feeble tencment of clay :
ht,

" Should we not rather hadl
Aund trace thy journey t
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134 to these low scenes of night,

thy glorious fli
he realms of day

111

RISDON DARRACOTT. A- p. 1759.

Tae retired village of Swanage, in
Dorsetshire, was the birth place of this
eminent servant of tae Lord Jesus
Christ. There in February, 1717, he
entered the wilderness of this world ;
and there in the same month his amia-
ble mother departed to rest with her
Lord. Some of her ancestors had
counted all things loss for the sake of
Christ; and had been voluntary exiles
to the woodsof America, but nOW they

and she and the son, soon after whose

birth she expired, form part of the
hat land, “Where

blissful family in t
pilgrims never roarn, and soldiers war
no more.”
The precise period of the conversion
of young Darracolt is unknown. The
seeds of after piety were probably sown
betimes in his heart, by his affectionale
father, who was himself a minister 0

the everlasting gospel. Y.eaving the
ternal roof he became & pupil, aud &
avourite pupil of the pious Doadridge,




146 RISDON DARRACOTT.

m the academy at N

‘ 2m) orthampton ;
there[ his regard for religion hgrrar:n,t: lll;:
peculiarly displayed. After Iegving the

u?adﬁ.my and pessing through a variety
of changing and even afflictive scene
ELE ]{:hlEfS}'i-"il]'ll‘.l’ﬂ ofthe heaven huu:&
setghi:{?l{ﬂjmpd Wellington, in Somer-
o ,ﬁn the field for his future la-
vou 1 ] erﬂ he laboured with much
P , and was crowned with much sue-
S8,
thiﬁs-lggjh the time drew near when
rﬁtur; mn?‘me and aplivu servant should
Sy b ]lril:n(; up his account to him
Sheth which Mo, Damsint” seproil
; : ; Tacott expressed
:1;? ;]I;]I{? a mm_lt'll elapsed ]t'vithﬂeu;
o Py
She. eve I am near mv end:
tc:};r:;‘;:'lekstlidu\t‘lg? and _] am gningr home
o B P ith this impression (to
0 Lnr%l‘q my one) he administered
Lol IT;EBJHIP}}N‘ for the last time,
de b ki n the evening of that
£ énclnﬁ*?[msml a meditation, which
hercin Llema Ir:rt_Pr to a friend in
o ; : 1e meditation breathes the
ang age of an exalted Christian on
e borders of Paradise.

“ Is this the voice of my dear Lord
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¢Surely I come quickly ? Amen says
my willing, joyful soul, even S0, come,
Lord Jesus! Come, for 1 long to have
done with this poor low life ; to have
done with its burthens, its sorrows, and
sts snares. Come, for 1 grow weary of
this painful distance, and lnn? to be at
home, long to be with thee, where thou
art, that I may behold thy glory.

& Come then, blessed Jesus, as soon
as thou pleasest, and burst asunder
these bonds of clay, which hold me
from thee ; break down these separat-
ing walls, which hinder me from thine
embraca. Death is no more my dread,
but rather the object of my desire. 1
welcome the stroke, which will prove
go friendly to me; which will knock
off my fetters, throw open my prison
doors, and set my soul at liberty : which
will free me (transporting thought !)
from all those remainders of indwell-
ing sin, under which I have long groan-
ed in this tabernacle, and with whieh 1
have heen maintaining a constant and

painful confliet ; but which all my
weeping and praying, all my attending
divine ordinances could never entirely
cure me of ; yea, will perfeetly and
for ever free me from all my complaints;
give me the answer of all my prayers;
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and put me at once in the eternal pos-
session of my warmest wishes and
hopes, even the sweet, beautifying pre-
gence of thee, O blessed Jesus! whom
having not seen, I love, and in whem,
though now.I sce thee not, yet believ-
g, 1 rejoice with joy unspeakable and
full of glory. This world bas now no
more charms to attract my heart, or
make me wish a moment’s longer stay.
I have no engagements 1o celay my
farewell. Nothing to detain me now.
My soul is on the wing. Joyfully do I
quit mortality, and here cheerfully take
my deave of all I ever held dear below.
“Farewell my dear Christian friends;
I have taken sweet counsel with you in
the way ; but 1 leave you for sweeter,
better converse above. You will soon
follow me, and then our delightful com-
munion shall be uninterrupted, as well
as perfect, and our society be broken
up no more for ever. Farewell, in
particular, my dearest . How has
our friendship ripened almost to the
maturity of heaven! How tenderly
and closely are our hearts knit to one
another! Nor shall the sweet union be
dissolved by death. Being one in
Christ we shall be one for ever. With
what eternal thankfulness shall we re-

" member that word, ¢Christ is ail and
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inall? He was so then indeed, and
he will ever be 0. Mourn not thatl
go to him first. "Tis but a little while,
and you wili come after. O with what
joy think you, shall I welcome your ar-
rival on the heavenly shore, and con-
duet vou to him, whom our souls 80
dearly love! What though we mcet no
more at Wellington, we shall, we as-
suredly shall, embrace one anctt_her in
heaven, never to part more. Till then
adien! and now I leave you with the
warmest wishes of all felicity to attend
vou, and the most grateful overflowings
of heart for all the kindest tokens of
the most endearing friendship 1 ever
received from you. ,
# Parewell! thou my dearest wife!
my most affectionate, delightful com-
panion in beaven’s road, whom God in
the greatest merey gave me, and has
thus to the end of my race graciously
continued tome! Forall thy care,iby
love, thy prayers, I bless my God, and
thank thee in these departing ioments.
But dear as thou art, and dearest of ail
that is mortal I hold thee, T now find it
easy to part from thee, to 2o 10 that J?-
sus, thine and mine, who is inhmiely
more dear to me. With him I cheers
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fully leave thee, nor doubt his care of

thee, who has loved thee, and given
himself for thee. ¢Tis but a short sep-
aration we shall have ; our spirits will
soon reunite, and then never, never
know separation more. For as we
have been companions in the patience
and tribulation of our Lord’s kingdom,
we shall assuredly be so in his glory.
“Farewell! my dear children! I
leave you; but God has bonnd himself
by a most inviolable promise, to take

care of you. Only choose him for -

your own God, who has been your
father’s God, and then, though 1 ]i-::ve
you exposed in the waves of a danger-
ous and wicked world, Providence,
eternal and almighty Providence, has
undertaken to pilot and premrrw; you.
With comfortable hope, therefore. 1 bid
you my last adieu : pleading the 'faith-
ful and true promise, saying as the pa-
triarch, ‘I die, my dear children, ¢but
God will be with you y praying in hum-
ble faith, that your souls, with those of
[\;Dur parents, may be bound up in the
umlje of life with the Lord your God.
“Farewell! ye, my dear people ! to
whom I have been preaching the ever-
lasting gospel, that ospel which is now
all my hope, and all my joy. Many,
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very many of you, are my present re-
joicing, and will be my eternal crown
of glory. And now I am leaving you,
I bless God for ail the success he has
been graciously pleased to give my
poor lahours among you; for all the
comfortable seasons of grace 1 have en-
joyed with you—Adieu! my dear
friends! 1 part with you this day at the
sacred table of our blessed Lord, in the
confidence and hope, that though 1shall
drink no more with you this fruit of
the vine, I shall drink it new with you
in the kingdom of our heavenly Father.
Only, my brethren, my dearly be-
loved and longed for, my joy and crown,
so stand fast 1n the Lord, my dearly be-
loved. But for the rest of you, I mourn
to think in what a miserable condition
I am leaving you ; and though you will
no more hear my voice, and have often,
alas! heard it to no purpose, this once
hear and regard my dying charge—that
you do not continue in a Christless and
unconverted state, nor meet me in that
state at the day of judgment.
“And now, farewell praying and
Ermﬂ:hing! my most delightful work!
"arewell, ye sabbaths and sacraments,
and all divine ordinances ! 1 have now
done with you all, and you Lave done
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all that was to bs done for me. As the
manna and the rock in the wilderness,
you have supplied me with sweet re-
tfreshment by the way; and now I am
leaving you, I bless my God for ]l the
comfort and edification I have receiv-
ed by your means, as the appointed
channel of divine communications,.—
But now I have no more need of you.
I am going to the God of ordinances;
to that Fountain of living waters, which
has filled these pools below: and instead
of sipping at the streams, I shall now be
for ever satisfied from the Fountain-
head.

“Farewell now, my poor body!
Thou shalt be no morea clog to my ac-
tive spirit, no more hinder me in the
service of God, no more ensnare my
soul, and pollute it withsin. Aud dow
an everlasting farewell to all sins and
8OITOWS, all (fauhts and fears, condicts
and tomptations! Farewell to earth
and all terrestrial seenes! Ye are now
no more'! An infinitely brichter pros-
pact opens to me ! -

¢ See the guardian angels nigh
Wait to walt my soul on high 1
See the golden pates digplayed !
Sea the crown to prace my head !
Seo a flood of Suered light ;
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Which shall yield no more to night !
Transitory world, farewell !
Jesus calls with him to dwell.” ™ _

His illness continued three months,
with intervals of exeruciating pain, ari-
sing, as was conjectured, from stones
in the kidney’s producing such inflam-
mation as extended also to many adja-
cent parts: yet nothing was heard from
his lips but continual expressions of
praise and thanksgiving, This led the
apothecary to declare, in a letter he
wrote to announce Mr. Darracott’s
death, “ofall the death-beds 1 ever at-
tended, I never saw such an instance of
holy resignation and triumph.”

About three weeks before he died,
on a Lord’s day morning, he said toone
that was standing by, “I am going to
that Jesus whom I love; and whom I
bave so often preached. ‘Come, Lord
Jesus, come quickly, why are thy char-
riot wheels so long a coming 7”

The night before he died, he said,
“0O what a good God have I in Christ
Jesus! I'would praise him, but my
lips cannot. Eternity will be too short
to speak his praises. He related his

experience of the ness of God to
hitn in his sickness, and said, “if I had
a thousand lives to live, I would live
11
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them all for Christ; I have cast an-
chor on him, and rely on his blood, and
am going to venture iy all upon him."
Observing friends weeping, he said to
his wife,”“ My dear and precious wife,
wiy do you weep ; you should rejoice.
Rely on the praapises. God will never
leave nor forsake you, all his promises
are true and sure. Well,1 am goiug
from weeping friends to congratulating
aagels and rejoicing saints in heaven
and glory. Blessed be God, all is well.”
~ He asked, “ How much_ longer will
it be before I gain my dismission o
it was answered, “ Not long.” “Well,”
he observed, “here is nothing on earth
I desire! here 1 am waiting! what 8
mercy to be in Jesus! He then threw
abroad his arms and said, “ He is com-
ing, He is coming! but surely this can’t
be death: O how astonishingly is the
Lord softening my passage ! surely God
is too good to such a worm! O speed
t'1y chariot wheels,why are they so lon
i.comng? Ilongto be gone.” At lengtg
ne exclaimed, as if beginning a sen-
tence, “Faith and hope;” these were
his last words. About eleven o’clook
in the morning he lay down, and just
before twelve, fell asleep in Jesus,
whom he so much loved.
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Mrs. Darracott passed the rest of her
life in widowhood, and spent her last
vears with her daughter, at RoMscy.
She often longed for the hour of dis-
mission, which she at Jast Welcomed
with calm trimmph. At her particular
request, ber corpse Was removed to

" Wellington, to be interred with the re-

mains of ber husband. When the tomb
was opened for her, a person who had
been, forty years before, deeply aftected
under Mr. Durracott’s ministry, but had
turned aside to the world, came to sce
what was left of her former pastor. The
sight of his bones so foreibly recalled
the views and feelings which his ani-
mating voice had first produced, that
she burst forth into the most violent ex-
pressions of alarm and anguish. Thus
the righteous man being dead yet
speaketh :” from his tomb issues avoice

at ouce alarming to the wicked, and
grateful to the believer in Jesus,

ELIZA CUNNINGHAM. A. D. 17935.

ReLiGioN in no situation appears
more lovely than in its youngest votd~
ries; and never are 1is triumphs more
brilliant, than when it gilds with beams
of heavenly light, the dying scenes of
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those who are summoned in the prime
of youth, to pass through the dark val-
ley#f the shadow of death. Death is
to nature an awful enemy ; but grace,
in a tholsand instances, has stripped the
monster of his terrors, and made bhim
appear a gentle friend. And this has
bfzen‘nccmuplislu’:d not merely for the
pilgrim, who bowed beneath the weight
of fourscore years, but for those also
who were only beginning the journey
of life.

Many pleasing instances stand on re-
cord, of young persons who have bid
an early, and yet joyful, farewell to all

beneath the sun. Though youth is the

season, in which the world commonly
appears under its most delusive forms
yet that deluding world has had no
charms for them. They have seeB
nothing in it sufficient to “tempt their
wish to stay.” They have done their
business for eternity, before others be-
gin theirs fortime. Those years which
are to. most but a season of trifling
and thoughtlessness, have been made 10
them the day of grace, the accepted
time, the season of salvation. Ripe for
immortality, meet for heaven, they have
-departed from this world long before

-
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they had passed even sixteen, eighteen,
or twenty years upon its surface.

Eliza Cunningham was born Feb. 6,
1771. Soon after she had completed
her twelfth year, she was committed to
the care of her uncle, Mr. Newton, the
late faithful minister of St. Mary Wol-
noth’s Church, London.

Mr. N. remarks, “The excellent par-
ents of Eliza had conscientiously en-
deavoured to bring her up in the nur-
ture and admonition of the Lord, and
the principles of religion had been in-
stilled into her mind from infancy.—
Their labours were thus far attended
with suceess, that no child could be
more obedient and obliging, or more
remote from evil habits, or evil tempers ;
but I could not perceive, when she first
came to us, that she had any beart af-
fecting sense of divine things. When
I attempted to talk with her upon the
concerns of her soul, she could give
me no answer but with tears. Butl
soon had great encouragement 1o hope
that the Lord had both enlightened her
understanding, and had drawn the de-
sires of her heart to himself. Great

was her delight in the ordinances. Ex-
emplary her attention under the Ereach-
ing. My hope was confirmed by her
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whole deportment, which was becom-
g the gospel of Christ.
“ Eliza conld seldom be prevailed on
to speak of herself, but as her last ill-
ness gained strength it became very de-
sirable to hear from herself a more ex-
Ehmt accouut of the hope that was in
er. Saturday, the Ist of October, 1783,
presented to her aunt a cmn'enim:t op-
portunity for intimating to her that the
time of her departure was probably at
hand. She appeared remarkably bet-
ter, her pains were almost gone, her
spirits revived, the favourable change
was visible in her countenance. Her
aunt began to break the subject to her,
by sayving, “My dear, were you not ex-
tremely ill last night 2 She said, ¢ In-
r.!eed I was. ‘Had you not bee,n re-
lieved, I think you could not have con-
Emued long.” ‘I believe I could not.’
My dear, I have been very anxiously
concerned for your life.” ¢But I hope,
my dear aunt, you are not so now.’
She then opened her mind and spoke
freely. Thesubstance was to this ef-
fect: ‘My views of things have been
for some time very different from what
they were when I came to you. [ have
seen and felt the vanity of childhood
and youth.” Her aunt said, *I believe
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you have long made a conscience of se-
cret prayer.’ She answered, ‘Yes, 1
have long and earnestly sought the
Lord with reference tothe change
which is now approaching. 1 bave
not yet that full assurance which is so
desirable, but I have a hope, 1 trust, a

~ good hope, and I believe the Lord will

ive me whatever he seer necessary for
me, before he takes me from hence. 1
have prayed to him to fit me for him-
self, and then, whether sooner or later,
it signifies but little.”
« Her apparent revival was of short
duration. In the evening of the same
day, she began to complain of a sore
throat, which became worse, and be-
fore Sunday noon threatened an abso-
lute suffocation. When Dr. Benamor
gaid, ‘You are not so well as when I
saw you on Saturday.’ She answered,
that she trusted all would be well soon.
He replied, that whether she lived or
died it would be well, and to the glory
of God.
«On Monday the 3d she was in
great pain, sometimes in agonies, una-
le to remain many minutes in the
same position. But her mind was
peaceful ; she possessed a spirit of re-
eollection and prayer. Towardeeleven
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o’clock, a great quantity of ¢
phlegm, which B?IE had not m?-zﬁlglifig
bring up, made her rattle violently in
tpe throat, which we considered asa
sign that death was at hand; and as
sie seemed unwilling to take some-
- thing that was offered her, we were
loath to disturb her in her last moments
(as we supposed) by pressing her. She
was perfectly sensible, though still un-
able to speak, but expressed her un-
willingness to take any thing, by very
strong efforts. However she yielded to
entreaty, and a tea spoonful or two of
some liquid soon cleared the passage
and she revived. Her pain however
was extreme, and her disappointment
great. I never saw her so near impa-
tience as upon this occasion ; as soon
as she could speak she cried, ¢Oh, cru-
el, eruel, to recall me r.'hen’I wz;s S0
g:Epy and so near gone! I wish you
not come: I longto go home.
But in a few minutes she grew com o-
sed, assented to wlat the doctor s:fid
of her duty to wait the Lord’s time:
am‘li from that hour, though her desires
to depart, and to be with her Saviour
Prere stronger and stronger, she cheer:
lt:ll:lyrtook wiha‘tlesier was offered her,
requent 1
- nccoid. ed for something of

L and it was a memorable day 1o us.
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« When the doctor came on Wed-

' nesday, she entreated him to tell her

how long he thought she might live.
He said, ¢ Are you in earnest, my dear?’
She answered, ‘ Indeed T am.’ At that
time there were great appearances that
a mortification was actually begun.
He therefore told her, he thought it
possible she might hold out till eight in
the evening, but did not suspect she
could survive midnight at farthest. On
hearing him say so, low as she was, her
eves seemed to s{mrkle with their for-
mer vivacity, and fixing them on him
with an air of ineffable satisfaction, she
said, *O, that is good news indeed.’
And she repeated it as such to a person
who came soon after into the room, and
said, with lively emotions of joy, ‘The

. doetor tells me Ishall stay here buta

few hours more.” In the afternoon she
noticed and counted the clock, 1 believe
every time it struck, and when it struck
seven, she said, * Another hour and
then.! But it pleased the Lord to spare
her to us another day.

I was surprised on Thursday morning
to find her not only alive, but in some re-
spects better. The tokens of mortification

again disappeured.This was her last day,
hen
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Dr. Benamor asked her ho
, w sh
ts}l:;; ;n?ﬁ’?md:. ‘Truly happy ; :n‘;&;{'
dil bedying, it is a pleasant thing to
: e’ [The very expression which a
;)e e:alr friend of mine used upon her death
aimuat ft‘?‘: {:’ﬁfetgn"]ﬁl Shﬁ oo
, K, ‘My de:
would not change cmu]itiuﬁ;rulrliﬂfl;:;
{)i?;snl‘(]n u]pou earth ; ©Oh, how gracious 1s
the rd to me! O, what a change is
Iore_rpe. She was several times
?i?: :lerL, it she could wish to live, provi-
e th :dl;gl:dhshould restore her to per-
+ her answer was, ¢
;1}11 the world,’ and sometimes,S" nfjtn tt'u?:
mﬂu&smjtl worlds. Do not weep for me
. rﬁjqee;l; :11;.[]!:’ but ruilher rejoice and
: ccount. I shall no
it]he lzdvanmge of dear Miss Patt‘; l;:?ﬂ‘;f
am’ (for whom she had a very tender
glﬂéctte:}:‘and who had been long in @
hﬂ”ﬂ"iﬁ; g state), ‘for I shall go befure
r. | e asked her if she would choose
:et;;:_tl {or her own funeral sermon gha
e TR
; *hasteneth. ' sai
E}}E:" has been my experiﬁn'gé:ahlymaﬁ
. {:c ions have been many, but not one
h(’ﬂ many, nor has the greatest of them
He;n too great; I praise him for them
all” - Butafter a pause she said, ‘Stay,

ll.;.
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1 think there is another text, which
may do better; let it be, Blessed are the
dead that die in the Lord. That ismy
experience now.’

« She spoke a great deal to an inti-
mate friend, who was with her every
day. Amongst other things, she said,
¢See, how comiortable the Lord can
make a dying bed! Do you think you
shall have such an assurance when you
come to die 2 Being answered, ‘1 hope
so, my dear.” She replied, ¢ But do you

earnestly and with all your heart pray
to the Lord for it? = If you seek him,
She then

you shall surely find  him.’
prayed affectionately and fervently for

her friend, afterwards for her cousin,

and then for another of our family who

was present.

« Towards seven o’clock, I was walk-

ing in the garden, and earnestly engag-
ed in prayer for her, when a servant
came to me and said, ‘She is gone.’

O Lord, how great is thy power ! how
reat is thy goodness! A few days be-
fore, had it been practicable and lawful,
what would I not have given to procurs
her recovery! yet seldom in my life
have I known a more heart felt joy,
than when these words, She 18 gone,
sounded in my ears. 1ran up Staus,
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and our whole little family were soon
around her bed. Though her aunt and
another person were sitting with their
eyes fixed upon her, she was gone, per-
haps, a few minutes before she was
missed/ She lay upon her left side,
with her cheek gently reclining upon
her hand, as if in a sweet sleep. And I
thought there was a smile upon her
countenance. Never surely did death
appear in a more beautiful, inviting
form! We fell upon our knees, andi
returned (I think I may say) my most
unfeigned thanks to our God and Sa-
viour, for his abundant goodness to her,
crowned in this last instance by giving
her so gentle a dismission. Yes I am
satisfied : I am comforted.  And if one
of the many involuntary tears I have
shed, could have recalled her to life, to
health, to an assemblage of all that this
world could contribute to her bappi-
ness, I would have laboured hard to
suppressit. Now my largest desires for
her are accomplished. The days of
ber mourning are ended. She js fand-
ed on the peaceful shore, where the
storms of trouble never blow. She is
for ever out of the reach of gorrow, sin,
temptation, and snares. Now she is
before the throne! She sees him whom
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[ ' d: she drinks

aving seen she loved ; 8 :
2?1;‘:@ rivgrs of plua&iurﬁ l;::l:;l{:ﬂa;fﬂ ra'; .
s rieht hand, and shall thirst t ‘
hm"‘%%f:a breathed her spirit into her

Redeemer’s hands a little ‘bcﬁ;ré% szvﬁﬁ
in the evening on Oect. 6, 1780, ag

”
fourteen years and eight months,

ELIZA M——

It is one of the [je-cuh.ar lgt}:rﬁ;’ tl?g
Christianity, that 1t 18 s:tultg{ ot
widely varied states of’ this i
world. It cheers the cntmf?ged s
posscsor of  pulnce can E80, 20 7

yiness witho : , i
::?::Etlhes the babhe to li=sp nd;a{iﬁ;ﬂ(fg:w
er’s praise; and ﬁup;;orﬁﬂ iy
head, that bows beneath th b

ears. It makes the mos g

i?is{:; and, compared wnl; i stinm ot

knowledge 1t lmlmili;:-x-, ﬂﬁ' -

wisest is but folly. -
tt?fainmnce with religion has l:lc.:zn aged
joyed, the rich and the poor,

| an
and the young, the man of science

the unlearned peasant, have alike foun

in it their chief wisdom, wmhfﬂnrft"f:i?t
and hope. It s.rmumhs the;il?a.tﬁnd gild;
brightens the vale of death; . o0

with unfading glory the scen
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nity. The happy influence of religion
on the minds of its youngest mturieﬂ:
has been displayed in the account of
Eliza Cunningham ; in the following
short narrative, another instance equal-
ly pleasing is {lresenterl to view,

The young lady, whose peaceful de-
parture mto eteruoity, is here warrated,
was placed in that rank of life, in which
an opportunity is possessed, for follow-
ing the gaieties of the world.

Before it pleased God to engage her
attention to the great concerns of a fu-
ture state, she was in some danger of
being too much captivated with the
fpsclpatmg splendour of gay and po-
lite life. 'The death of a relation was
the means, in the hand of the Ahnighty,
of leading her to see, in a just light, the
vanity of the world.. This event ;rru-

duced suck sensations and reflections
in her mind, as had the most salutary
tendency. She began to be apprehen-
sive, from the precarious state of her
health, that she had no reason to expect
a long continuance here. Death, at
that time, appeared to her with a n;ﬂEt
dreadful aspect, because she knew her-

self to be a sinner, and not in a state of .

reconciliation, and friendship with God
The pardon of sin, the sa[;ctiﬁca;ion

e

"her own breast,
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of her nature, and a disposition svited
to the heavenly world, she was fully
convinced, were necessary to’ future
happiness. For many childish and
youthful follies she stood self condemn-
ed, and though she did not make known
her inward disquietudes to any one,
she had, for sometime sore conflicts in
She sought relief
from God only, pouring out her requests
before his throne, for that mercy, which
is never denied to those who sincerely
ask it, in the name of Jesus. He who
hath said, “I love them that love me,
and those that seek me early shall find
me,” was pleased to manifest himself to
her, in so gracious a manner, as at
once to remove her disquieting fears,
and establish her mind in hope and
tranquillity. She was enabled to say,
with humble confidence, ‘I am weak
indeed, but Christ is strong; I am poor,
but he is rich ; I am sick, but he s the
Physician ; 1 am a sinner, but he is the
Saviour of sinners. I find in him ev-
ery thing answerable to my needs.” His
atoning sacrifice gave relief to her
wounded conscience, and joy to her
desponding heart. Renouncing all
confidence in the flesh, she, fromn this
period, looked for all her salvation from
the Redeemer’s cross.
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~When the disorder of whi
died began to prevail, she earut:t}lly Erl:
quested Mr. Fawcett, a neighbourin
minister, to visit her as often as his ﬂtlf
er concerns would permit. He soon
found her intelligent and conversable
ll:pou divine subjects far beyond what
e expected. Her conceptions of the
way of salvation were clear, her faith
in the Redeemer steady, and her hope

lively. i i
y. Flattering expectations were

sometimes raised respecting her recov-
gry. 'I{‘ihe ablest d:hysiciuis attended
0:5' and every method was adopted in
g er to restore her debilitated frame ;
ﬁ;:t :}hﬂugh she was often relieved, aud’
ase ireatening symptoms checked for
aﬁgaapu, yet, to the great distress of her
- Emﬂt;x;i p:;]rents, she visibly declin-
Blo;:rltllegreeg.t , and wasted away by
Vhen a minister is called to visit the
afflicted, he often finds himself ltsli:flhﬂr
ir:elztthembarmssment. To discourse
ith them concerning death, and the
T e s, b,
ought harsh and se-

Ea;-e. He that would deal faithfully with
danm, nnéied admonish them ufy their
s ier, need not expect to be often in-
ited.  But this was far, very far from

ol
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baing the case with our young friend.

She knew herself to be in dymng eir-

cumstances, and had no wish to be told

that there was hope of recovery.—
Though her expectations of a tempo-
ral kind were considerable; she freely
relinquished them all, and became not
only indifferent to all earthly things,
but actually dead to them. She might
well say,

s« *T'is finish’d now, the great deciding part,

The world’s subdu'd, and heaven has all my

beart.”

When she saw Ler affectionate moth-
or weeping by her, she always endea-
voured to comfort her, by such ‘words
as these ; * Mamma, do not weep for
me, ] am quite happy ; 1 have no Wi
to live ; if I might have life by wishing
for it, 1 should rather choose to die,
and go to my Redeenic PN

Though she was much endeared to
her friends, yet they could not but de-
sire to see the time of her release. Her
sufferings were great and long continu-

ed ; but she was 2 sartern of sweet re-
. signation, of digpified patience, of no-
ble fortitude, and of entire deadncss 10
every thing below. Her heart and her
hopes were above. Death was not to

12
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he jec

Sh:tg:“?him.t of dread, but of desire

b+ r:l every little circumstance of
poral nature, in the prospect of

her /]

nndigl(l-ln’e Elt? tl;e utmost composure,

i 'ﬂu dying as of going some

a sa'}l:i urney. “What, my dear
, said one of her attendants, “are

yO ai
You not afraid of the pains of death "

She assurec
inhglgfa;::d‘ her_, that she felt no terror
. spect, for her merciful Saviour
b un{:l tu} support her. She often
1:ﬂr_1,: i ]er her sharpest pains, “] am
b \LRE E"Iy\:;a:]t:hr not :Z;IHIII;_"__'G situ-
- 2hiving,”  Tlhe li
Eei;;:il;?fmmup_n}: shu_ had in her ;;::i‘f
e snr:t t;e divided into small sums
deserv,;iu .1?1}1 to the most needy nnd’
<o ﬁ‘ﬁln Uf-.f:ts_slm could remember..
oty hf_.uwmg is Mr. Faweett’s ac-
u M}? A ;svl_@t v mlilt to her:
A 18it to her was
' on §
t:ef:ll‘i;-ll]‘}%’i]lse t. 22. I found 1‘15;:'11((1;}:
et ’a ll.tt' supported amidst her
e andyf "n ely hope of celestial fe-
i (i dfl of heavenly comfort. A
con LS ess had already begun to
s rzn::cmtud hand. I told her
e B as nearly accomplished ;
o 7 ‘pI l]{u’ with t‘he swectest fwmnpﬂ—jr
oncej ok peitis’ She wished me
to assist her devotions, and

particularly to pray
endeavoured to do s
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for her release; |
o,in a few short

titions, commending her soul to the
hands of her Redeemer, whom having
not seen she loved ; in which she ap-
peared to Join in the most fervent man-
ner. After having suggested a few con-
solatory hints, with a view to cenfirm
her faith in the last conflict, I took my
leave, not expecting to SeC her again
till we should meet in the world of
spirits,  Her cough was incessantly
troublesome, her pain, in every part,
very great, and her weakness not 10 be

deseribed.
«Soon after 1 left her, she desired to
Jing the springs of

be moved, and fee
life begin to fail, she said to her attend-
ants, ‘1t 8 now over, or words 1o that

purpose. She appeared to be perfectly
sensible, calm, and composed to the
last, often saying, as long as she could
be heard to speak, ¢Come, Lord Je-
sus?” At half past nine she breathed
out her happy spirit nto the bosom of
him who had long marked her for his

owin.

¢ §he in a sacred calm resign’d her ‘b_reatl'l,
And as her eyelids clos’d che smil’d in death.’

« At the early age of fifteen she thus
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joyfully entered that i
mains for the people afn(a}séd.';‘:hmh A

A YOUNG WOMAXN.

Tue following interesting examplo
ofthe power of religion ou the l.nimrof
a person in humble life is extracted
from a letter to a nobleman, by the late
venerable Mr. Newton, e

“Permit me, my lord, torelate, upon
this occasion, some things which exs
}:eechugl:y struck me, in a conversation
had witha young woman, whom I
visited in her last illness about two
years ago. She wasa sober, prudent
person, of plain sense ; she cnu{d read
the bible, but had read little besides
IH:EI' knowledge of the world was near~

5{1 :{:;]ﬁlled to the }mrish; for I suppose
- l;aa seldom, if eyer, twelve miles
rom nhome. She had known the Gos~
pel about seven years before the Lord
visited her with a lingering consum
II::::; whmil]daz lingth removed her tup!;
r world. few days previ
her death, in prayer by lferpbiy—g?dsat?
thanked the Lord, that he gave her now
to see that she had not foﬁ:wed cun-
vingly devised fabless: When I had
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finished, she repeated that expression :
t No,’ said she, ‘Not cunningly devised
fables ; these are realities indeed ; I feel
their truth; 1feel their comfort. 0, tell
my friends, tell my acquaintance, tell in-
quiring souls, tell poor sinners,tell all the
daughters of Jerusalem,’ alluding to
Solomon’s Song, ¢ what Jesus has done
formy soul! Tell them, that now in
the time of need, I find him my Belov-
ed, and my Friend ; and as such, I comn-
mend him to them.

«She then fixed her eyes steadfastly
upon me, and proceeded, to the best of
my recollection, as_follows: ¢Sir, you
are highly favoured in being called to

reach the gospel. I have often heard
you with pleasure ; but give me leave
1o toll you, that I now see all you have
said, or that you can say, is compara-
tively but little; nor till you come into
my situation, and have death and eter-
nity full in your view, will it be possi-
ble for you to conceive i vast weight
and importance of the truths you de-
clare. O Sir, it is & serious thing to
die; no words can express what 18
needful to support the soul in the so-
lemnity of a dying hour.’

« When I visited her again, she said,
I feel that my hope is fixed upon the
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Rock of Ages: 1k i

. s 1 know in wh

b:heved. %ut the appmachog]f Idlg.:;

E‘ (ﬁenmfa prospect which is, till then,

d;:ac firtim ean,rn ;?1, and Evhich cannot be
1bed. e said much

:L:: rsean::ef:rgpse_; and in all aﬁgn:;ul::

ignity, weight, an 1-

::I&r:ﬁe. We may well ang; ntr,ith %lfl;l]

o teacheth like the Lord » ’

MARY BUCHANAN. A. p. 1804

Tais lady Wﬂ:,_thé- amiable wife of

%ﬁgﬁchu\;ﬁn algﬁr-niasiden name was
ish. ut 18 she
Illu‘g!% with a near relative, i;;d‘;igfm:g
cilel' e and mother there. She was do-
o [:Ll [fllﬂpﬂﬂll_lﬂn, of a sweet temper
East l?ldit;ﬂr;::ir;(;f o a:;d o
; yet
?p e;u- ft'{:h have hadya t:snﬁe::ltﬂiinl}ﬂ
ledgo : A r-.L gospel before her acquain-
1 her husband. On tl:}
E?:;s she estcemed her marriage usgr:;
e :lng.;v Writing to a friend she said
g ; e reason indeed to cnngralu:
: me. It is the happiest circumsta
n my lite that I ever came to | i
where 1 bave been united te#one nl;:hu;
endeavours God has been plc;;:d u?:

‘bless in leading me 10 80
of the everlasting gospel.
gospel to me, and I seem
~world, differing far more from my old
* world than India differs from England.”
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me knowledge
It isa new
to live in a new

What a striking testimony 10 the change
which takesplace in the views and feel-
ings of a person whose conduct may

‘have been amiableand moral, and who

may have had some general knowledge

of Christianity, when ‘brought to the

th as itisin Jesus! Even such

me new creatures.

In 1804 alarming consumptive symp-

toms appeared in Mrs. Buchanan; and

she sailed for England, though with but
little prospect of much benefit from the
voyage. Itis more eaty to conceive
than to deseribe what niust have been
her feelings at this solemn period. She
was leaving a husband and ehild whom
ghe tenderly loved, with lirtle prospect

of ever meeting them agai in the pre-

zent world. She was called to take 2
probably last farewell of him who ' had
‘been to_her not merely the affectionate
relative, but the instrument in the di
vine hand of bringing herto a know-
ledge of the glorious gospel. “Before
her lay the wide oceans that divide In-

dia and England,and probably the far
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wider ocean eternity—Dbut religioff
cheered her mind—she died on the
voyage.

he following passages, extracted
from the letters of herafilicted partnery
and arranged in order, give some aec-
count of the conclusion of her mortal
pligrimage.

“1 was visited by a fever about two
months ago, and was despaired of for a
day or two. But the prayers of the
righteous were offered up, and my days
have been prolonged: It was witha
kind of reluctance that I felt myself
carried back by the refluent waves, to
encounter again the storms of this life «
for I had hoped the fight was done.
{llr.huugh unprofitable had been my
life, and feeble my exertions, yet T was
more afraid of the trials to come, if 1
should survive, than of departing to
my rest, if it was the will of God. ~In
a few days afterwards, the Caleutts In-
diaman brought me the news of my
dear Mary’s decease,

“You will rejoice to hear that when
ghe Was preparing to leave India, shd
vonsidered herself as preparing for an=
other and better country than %n land.
Before she went away I perceived that
bher affections were nearly weaned from

[ !_'
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~ this world ; and she often said, that she

thought God was preparing her for his
resence in glory.—She enjoyed latter=
y much ecommunion with God in
prayer; and often when she came out
of her closet,the gleam on her coun-
tenaunce evinced her peace and accep-
tance ; and she delighted in retirement
and secret meditation.—The words of
some hymn to her Redeemer were of-
ten on her lips—She was jealous of
herself latterly, when she anticipated
the happiness of our all meeting in
England ; and endeavoured to chastise
the thought.
¢ Her sufferings were great, but she
accounted her consolations greater
and she used to admire the goodness of
God to her in bringing her to a know-
ledge ofthe truth at so early an age.—
She considered that the period of her
sufferings (only, she said, three or four
yaars) was very short; and wondered at
the goodness of Ged in calling her so
early to his glory. She lamented that
she could never be made perfect by
tufiering; and therefore viewed the
end of her probation with great com-
%ort, and latterly with joyful anticipa-
n.
. “When she found her dissolution
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drawing near, she solemnly devoted
her two little girls to God ; and prayed
that he would be their Father, and
bring them up in his holy fear, and pre-
serve them from the vanities of this
evil world. She said she could will-
ingly die for the souls of her children’;
and she did in the confident hope
of seeing thetfi both in glory.

“She died at the age of twenty five.
In the last page of your letter to Mrs.
Buchanan, you reminded her of the
promise, ¢ Be thou faithful unto death,
and I will give thee a erown of life.
These words were prophetic ; you
wrote them on the 18th of March, and
on the 18th of June, three months after,
she, I trust, received the crown,”

How lovely does religion appear,
‘when its young votaries thus gladly ex-
change time for eternity, and view
death itself not as a dreaded foe, but as

a gentle friend! Precious gospel! eont-

pared with the smallest portion of those
blessings which flow from the eross of
Christ, the honours and treasures of
empires are lighter than vanity, and
even the wealth of worlds but poverty-
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HAPPY POVERTY.

«Retire and read thy bible to be gay.”
Youna.
- Tac following interesting narration,
cts one who was, in this world, a
child of poverty and pain. A witness
of his sufferings and his comforts thus
describes them:

“ More than twelve months ago, 1
went, pursuant to the request ofa poor
but benevolent hearted woman in my
neighbourhood, to visit an indigent
man deeply afflicted. On entering the
vottage 1 found him alone, his wife hav-
ing gone to procure him ‘milk from a
kind neighbour. I was startled at the
sight of a pale emaciated man, a living
image of death, fastened upright in his
chair, by a rude mechanism of cords
and belts, hanging from the ceiling. He
Wwas totally unable to move either hand
or foot, having more than four years

n entirely deprived of the use of his

bs, vet the whole time suffering ex-
treme anguish from swellings at all his
oints, As soon as I had recovered a
ttle from my surprise at seeing so pit-
iable an object, I asked, ¢Are you left
#lone, my friend, in this deplorable sit-
Mation ?° ¢No Sir, replied he, in a

¥
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iouchingly feeble tone of mild resignh‘.

tion (nothing but his lips and his eyes
moving while he spake), ‘I am
alone, for God is with me’ On advanc:
ing I soon discovered the secret of his
striking declaration ; for his wife had
left on his knees,propped with a cushion
formed for the purpose, e Lible lyt
open at a favourile portion

salms of David! 1 sat down by him
and conversed with him. On ascer
taining that he bad buta small weekly
allowance certain, I inquired how the
remainder of his wants were suppli
*Why, Sir, said he, ‘’tis true, as you
gay, seven shillings a week would nev:
er support us, But when it is gone, !
rely upon the promise I found in this
book, Bread shall be given him, und
water shall be sure, and 1 have never
been disappointed yet ; and so long 88
God is faithful to his word, I trust 1
never shall’ 1 asked Lim if he ever
felt tempted to repine under the pres
sure of so lORg continued and heavy 8
calamity. ‘Not for the last three year$
said he, ‘blessed be God for it! the
his pallid countenance, while he
the declaration ; “for 'I bave learned

g from the blessi

eye of faith'sparkling and giving life®® |
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iind though [ am aware of my weakness
md unworthiness, I am persuaded that
ke wiil not leave me, nor forsake me.—
And so it is that often when my lips are
tiosed with locked jaw, and I cannot
fpeak to the glory of God, he enables
B2 to sing his praises in my heart]
_“This and much more did T hear

ing my first visit. And in my sub-

Sequent visits I generally found him

With his bible on his knees, and uni-
rmly witnessed likggresignation flow-
g f God upon the
onstant perusal of his holy word. lLie
fied with a hope full of immortality,

nd js now gone to that rest which re-

Maineth for the people of God, And

Bladly would I sink into the obscurity

Of the same cottage ; gladly even would
tanguish in the same chair, could ¥
Wt enjoy the same uninterrupted com-
Munion with God, be always filled with
Yo same strong consolation, and al-
Ways behold, with equally vivid per-
eption, sparkling before me, the same
!@morta] crown.”

RICHARD CECIL. A. D. 1210.

' THE eminent minister who is the
et of the following lines, was born

#$rom this book in whom teo
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in London, Nov. 8, 1748. His mother | ous education, and became alinost an
was a dissenter, and a woman of real | infidel. Yet his mother’s admonitions,
piety. Her family for several preced- | which he affected to' scorn, were not
ing generations were pious characters; | lost. They fixed themselves in his
one of them, a friend of the suflering he&rt, and would draw tears {from his
nonconformists, used to employ his | eyes as he passed along the streets,
daughter, Mr. Cecil’s grandmother, i | from the impressions left on his mind.*
conveying relief 1o these faithful dis- § Lying awake one night, he contempla-
ciples of lhf':' Son of God. How ],rf.uch * Mr. Cecil,inallading to the time that pre-
18 England "“{Ebi"“d to them! 'They ¥ eciod his conversion, has made some obser-
were those of whom the “'{}1‘1{1_“'33 Yations derived from what he experienced;
not worthy; learned, devout, piou& § Which are so happily illustrative of the effect
and, in the midst of suflerings, faithful § of pious example and instruction, as to de.

unto death. They were instruments ltiz'm the most serious attention from every
> ¢ d ristian parent.

i vine har eserve Ed= 23 :
n the divine hand to preserve the “ The spirit and tope of your house will

(',I‘E'd flame of religion from expiring ;g have great influence on your children. If it
their ungrateful country. They lai I8 what it ought to be, it will often fasten
the foundation of many dissentiD§ | ®onviction on their minds, however wicked

churches, in which thousands, throug! they may become. 1have felt the truth of
subsequent generations, have been ri= | s in my own case. 1said, ¢ My father is
Nght, and I am wrong! O, let me die the

] r 7 va- -
pening for the church above. ~And death of the righteous, and let my last end

ni?lills eminent friends hﬂr' Ieilgmu,ﬂiir €lile his I The bye conversations in a
of their communion, have been th | ily are, in this view, of unspeakable im-
descendants. Among these was thecel” | portapce,

ebrated John Wesley. *“ Arguments addressed to the heart, press

Bir. CEEil‘E n]ﬂther labﬂured to im" mnl’e ﬁ'lrcibT}' than those addressed tov the

press his mind with divine truth. She . When I was a child, and a very yick-
one too, one of Dr. Wait’s hymns sent

3 - 3 -2 ?

;"“rmﬁl‘}?]d.l”m ']i?l;]ll Janeway F; 'tnkﬁ'ﬂ ?t ito a corner to weep. The lives in
or chudren, which, at an eariy B{: neway’s Token had the same effect. 1 felt
much affected him. Afterwards 2 fllfﬁ influence of faith in suffering Christians.
broke through all the restraints of a P¥ e character of young Samuel came home
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ted his mother’s case : “ I see,” said he
within himself, “two unquestionable
facts. First, my mother is greatly al
flicted in ecircnmstances, bedy and
mind ; and yet I see that she cheerfully
bears up under all, by the support she
derives from constantly retiring to her
closet and her bible, Secondly, that

to me, when nothing else had any hold on
my mind.

*“ The implantation of principlesis of uns
speakable importance, especially when culled
from time to time out of the bible. A man
can very seldom get rid of these principles;
taey stand 1in his way, hewishes to I'i:rgﬂt
them, perhaps, but it is impossible.

** Where parental influence does not cop-
vart, it hampers, It hangs on the wheels of
‘3.'-'11. lr_hri.:l a pious mother who dropped
tongs in my way. I could never rid myseil
nf‘t}iem. I was u professed infidel, but then
I. liked to be an infidel in company, rather
tran aluu_r:. I was wietched when l;}' mysells
A hese principles, maxims, and data 5;;oih:d
wy joliiy, With my companious I could
sometimes stifle them : likg embers, we kept
ona another warm. Besides ] was here a sort
of hero. I had beguiled several of my nsso-
ciates tute my own -opinions, and I had 10
mawntain a character before them. But
could not divest myself of my better princi®
ples. I went with one of my companions 19
sso “The Miuor,” (a profane play). He
rould langh heartily at mother l,',‘of::-—-l could
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‘whe has a secret spring of cotafort of

which I know nothing ; while I, who
give an unbounded loose to my appe«
tites, and seek pleasure by every imeans,
geldom or pever find it. .If; however,

there is any such secret in religion, why

may I not attain it as well as my moth-

war? I will immediately seck it of God.”

He now rose in bed and began to pray,
but was soon damped by recollecting
how he had ridiculed the Saviour. He
however persevered in inquiring for the
way of life, and at length happily found
“it.
There is great reason for believing

not. He saw in her the picture of all who
talked about religion—1 knew better. The
ridicule on regeireration was high sport te
him—to me it was none : it could not ‘move
my features, Ie knew no differcnce between
'rege:mra*inn, and transubstantiation; Idid.
I knew the-e was sucha thing. I wasafraid
and ashamed to laugh at it. Parental influ.
ence thus cleaves to a man; it harasses
kim : it throws itsalf continually in his way.
« My mother wouid talk to me, and wﬂig
s she talked ; 1 flung out of the house Wi
‘en oath ; but wept when [ got into the street
Sympathy isthe powerful engine of a mother.
« I is of incalculable importance to obtam
a hold on conscience. Children have a coli®
scienca, and it is not seared, thougl it 13 pv:!.
Bringing the eternal world into their view,

13
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that pibus instruction, whose effects
Mr. Cecil so well deseribes, was a prin-
cipal nstrument in the divine hand; for
E{uducmg that important change in

is heart and life; of which he now be-
came the subject. . Though for a while
the seed seemed lost, it at length sprung
up and broaght forth an abundant har-
vest. His Father pereeiving his serious
turn; threatened to cast Liun oft if he
went among the dissenters, but ofiered

planning and acting with that world before
us; this gains at length such a hold on them,
that, with all the infidel poison which they
may afterwards imbibe; there are few children,
who at night, in their chamber ; in the dark;
in a storm of thunder ; will not feel. They
tannot cheat like other men. They recollect
_thng ETERNITY, which stands in their way ;
it rises wp before them; it goads them : it
thunders in their ears. Afier all they are
obligéd Lo compound the matter with con-
science, 1l they cannot be prevailed on to re-
turn to God without delay; I must be reli-
gious one time or another : that is clear. |
cannot get rid of this thing. Well, I wili be-
En::ll:hsal;c;n time, I will finish such a scheme,

“ Afier all, in some cases, perhaps every
lhmf seems to have heen done and exhibited
by the pious parent in vain. Yet he cusis
his bread upon the waters. And perhaps,
after he has been in the grave twenty years,
his son remembers what his father told hin”
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to provide for him, if he chose to be-

come a minister in the established
church, which offer, atter some eonsid-
eration, he accepted.
When about 5‘3 years of age; he en-
tored oh the ministry of the gospel. He
laboured in various places, but the
principal scene of his exertions was
John’s chapel, Bedford Row, London.
There, for many years, he was employ-
ed in dispensing the word of life.
« Faith,” he observes, “is the master
spring for a minister. Hell is before
me,and thousands of souls shut up there
in everlasting agonies—Jesus Christ
stands forth to=ave men from rushing
into this bottomless abyss—He sendsme
to proclaim his ability and love : 1 want
no fourth idea! every fourth idea is con-
temptible—every fourth idea isa grand
finpertinence !”

In the latter part of the year 1798, he
was attacked by a severe illness. Dur-
ing its continuance he found the Sa-
viour his only support: he said, . i
God should restore me again to health,
] have determined to study nothing but

. the hible—all important truth is there,
and I feel that no comfort enters sick
curtains from any other quarter—I
have been too much occupied In pre-
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?armg to live, and two little in living
hm:e read too much from nuriusil;;
and for mental gratifieation. I was lit-
erary when Ishould bave been active.
We wrifle too much. Let usdo some-
thing for Ged. The man of God isa
man of feelingand activity. I feel and
would urge with all possible strength
:1?1: uailtgm, that Jesus Christ is our Jll
On one occasion he said toa fric
“It bas been a night of great [?a?;f{:trh
it was a night appointed me by Jesus
Christ, and sure it must be a good one
that he appoints! Had I laid doswn my
life for you, your good nights would
have been my anxious care. At an-
other time I have great peace—not a
rufiied breeze—night nor day, and this
1s all grounded on the doctrine of Je-
sus Christ. Give up that and I should
haveno sleep to night. All is pitch
darkness without it—dark as a Sceini
an—dark as a moralist. There is no
light but what Christ brings.” At an-
other time he said to Mrs. Cecil, “It i$
an extraordinary statement, that’thuu
God love me much better than you tﬁ:
yet he does not relieve me. Iam to
rtake as a member of Christ, the suf*
erings of Christ. It pleased the Lord
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to bruise him for the good of man, and
he afflicts man for his geod. I am
now often thankful for five minutes*
ease, and I wonder I was not much
more so for that of fifty years.”

To one who spoke of his illness, be
said, “Itis all Corise. 1 kee death
in view, If God does not E-ase to
raise me up, he intends me better.
know whom I have believed—I find
every thing but religion vanity. I am
ready even on this sick-bed to preach
to preachers, T ask myself, What is
my hold and support ? what will re-
main with me when every thing elseis
vanished away ? To recollect a proms-
ise of the bible—this is substance :
pothing will do but the bible.”

Previously to this confinement, when
writing toa friend on_the conduet of
God, he observed, “ What can be take
away that he cannot make up 10 me ?
Pain, loss, solitude—What are ye? The
way home—he knows the way ; that is
enough—He has promised to be with
me in the way; that is more thun
enough.

« He can make the dying and peace-
ful way, the way of life—the way of
comfort—the way of joy as well as ho-
liness. He bas done it ten thousand
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:E{L}zs._[hiemve seen it done. Wha
e 8 whom his father chasteneth.
{‘i."i:'ﬁ he drew nearer to death, Jesus
l.J irist was his only topie, His appre-
‘1‘?111:119113 of the work and glory of
I- irist, and nf'_ the unspeakable unpor-
ance of a spiritual union with him,
grew it possible more distinet.  He
:ipr.nl;‘e :]:ff' his Saviour to his family with
1e feeling and seriousness of a dyi
believer. P -
: l'!lggﬁen‘_rgpeatexd with the martyr
é!lmf 'rt, “None but Christ—none bt
: mlft, and a short time before his
eath he requested oue of his family to
iwn_ge dewn for him in a book the fol-
owing sentence: “‘None but Christ
1 2 ’ o
::1:}& but Christ,’ said Lambert dying
ok 1e stake ; the same in dying circum-
R_nlfea, \fni} "h:s whole heart, saith
Bi;{:} ard Cecil.” Ta this he affixed his
gnature, though through infirmiry, in
@ manner hardly legible. "
of’}ti‘m a'ﬂ'aictmu_ [D%Iiﬁ family and hope
utr.c:{l e happiness, are pleasingly ex-
p:;e&sellnfsqn'm lines written by him
on a leat in an ojd ¢
e ommon place
“ Blessed God! how does nature
eleave to a family! How shall T leavq
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them destitute—in weakpess—in sin—
and in the world ! Blessed be thy name,
¢ T'hou hast overcome the sharpness of
death, and opened the kingdom of hea-
ven to ail believers,” There shall I find
all that 1 wish to find—my wife, if
thine, in perfect love unspeakably unit-
ed—imy children, if thine, without
cause of anger or grief—my children
that are now thine. Our views—Jjoys
—and praises—object and state etern-
ally the same !—Our sins, S0ITOWS, and
sighings forever fled away !”

[n his last hours he dictated a letter
to his son in the East, in which were
the following lines: “I sn ouly able
now iu a dying state to send my bless-
ing and prayers for your welfare. L
wish to say, that Christ is your all in
time and eternity. 1 have been in a
most afiecting state by a paralytic stroke
—hut Christ is all that can profit you or
me—a whole volume would not con-
tain more or so much. O, pray day
and night for an interest i him l—and
this is all T ean say-—it being more than
having the Indies.”

Thus regarding the Lord Jesus
Christ he lived and thus he died. Mrs,
{Cecil, afier his decease, observed, that
they might say of bim as he once

L
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in a letter to a firiend after burying &
pious member of his congregation
After I had put her into the grave the
rest went away. I stood looking in:
fvrery body had lamented and said,
How sad I’ I, though I cannot now
write for tears, looked in agnin and
said, How well I” "

DYING CONVERTS FROM HEATHENISM.,

True religion is the same in every:

land, and similar are its effects upon
ge “hezirt z,:ud_ life. Where enjoy-
y ,I’t dwells in black and white the
a]al‘l?c.. Many pleasing illustrations of
this truth are to be found in the Listo-
ries of these, who have been snaiched
%lrom the darkness and debasement of
b:;t]he-tu superstitions, and who have
| translated into the  kingdom of
God’s beloved Son. They have en-
dured the same conflicts, have mani-
fested the same spirit,and enjoyed the
same supportsas those, who from in-
fancy had been favoured with the light
of the gospel of peace. ¥

Lexrtre was a Kaffra woman, a eon-
wart from among the uncivilized hes-
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then of southern Africa. She was re-
markable for integrity of life, and no.
less so for assiduity and fervour in
prayer. In her last illness she speunt
almost night and day in prayer and
communion with Christ. Une morn-
ing she sent for Dr. Vanderkemp, re-
guesting him to give her love toallthe
people of God 3 and desired to be pla-
eed in the open air. When he and his
servant carried her aut of doors, she
ﬁaial, & Now I will go to my Godj” and
ied.

The following accountof the dyi®g
hours of another converted native of
Africa, was given by alady who wit-
nessed her sufferings and comforts.
This aged Christian was a negro slave
in Antigua.

«We often visited her and always-

found her cheerful and happy, and her
mouth filled with blessings.  She could
not, she said, forget her God,for He did
not forget her: sfe lay down upon that
bed, and he came down to her; mean-
ing by this to describe the spiritinal com-
munion which she enjoyed with her
God and Saviour, She told usif it was

the will of ¢Jesus Massa,’* to call her:

* Alaster or Lord.

l
+
|
|
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to-morrow, che should be satizsfied to
go: if it was his will tospare hersame
time longer, she should be satisfied to
stay.

“ When I asked her, on another oec-
easion, how she did, she replied she
did not know: but he who made the
soul and bodv, knew, and the best
time for ealling her away. She thank-
e¢d me when I offered her some medi-
cine ; said she would have any thing
whieh we gave her, and that ¢ JESUS
MAassA” WOULD PAY US FOR ALL.

“On another visit, she said, God
spared her a little, and she thanked him
for it. By and bye, when he saw hia
time, he would come, and then she
woutld thank him tor that.

“On being asked if'she did not love
‘¢ Jesus Massa,’ she exclaimed, in greal
surprise at the question, ‘Ah! Ah!
and then told us how, years ago, she
had been in the habit of visitiu;: differ-
ent plantations, to hear the word of eter-
nal life ; and that when she came in fa-
tigned with labour inthe field, she did
not go toseek forfood to nourish her
hody, but went in pursuit of that bread
which endureth unto everlasting life~
‘This evening, she said, ‘Jesus Masss,
¢ome closer and closer to e,

F
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#The next evening she appeared so
faint and low as to be scarcely con-
seious of our coming in. Afier a
while, however, she exerted hersell’ to,
speak, and told us she was in pain,
trom head to foot: nobody had beat
her, nobody had whipped her; but
‘Jesus Massa’ had sept the pain, and
she thanked him for it. Some day,
when he saw good, lle would come
and take it away.

“ After lingering thus, for some time,
still in pain, but prayer and praise ever
flowing from her lips, she drew near
her end. When in her greatest ex-
tremities, she said her Saviour would

ive her ease, when he saw fit; and it
ﬁe did not give it her now, He would
give it her yonder, pointing upwards.

«Thus this aged Christian fell asleep
in Jesus,”

Another. narrative respecting a dy-
ing converted negro woman, displays a
faith so strong, a hope so full of im-
mortality, as may Yead the Christian
reader to exclaim, “ Let my last hours
be like those of this poor slave.”

Aexes Morris, a poor negro \wo-
man, sent a pressing request 1o pini.
Thwaites, a lady resident in Antigua,
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to visither. She was in the last stage
ef adropsy. This poor ereature ranked
~among the lowest class of slaves. Her
a]l.cuugisted of a little wattled hut, and
a f_ew clothes,. When Mrs. Thwaitea
paid her last visit, Agnes exclaimed,
“ Missis ! you come! This tongue can’t
tell what Jesus do for me! Me call my
Saviour day and night, and he come.
Laying her hand on her breast—*he
comlort me here.” On Mrs, Thwaites's
asking if she was sure of going to hea-
ven when she died, she answered, “Yes,
me sure. Me see de way clear, and
shine before me”™—looking and pomt-
ing upwards with a smiling face. “If
da dis minute, Jesus will takke me home,
me ready.” Some hymns being sung,
she was in a rapture of joy ; and in re-
ference to the words of one of them ex-
claimed, “For me—for me—poor sin-
ner !” lifting her swelled hands—* what
a glory! what a glory!” Seeing her
only daughter weeping, she said,
“ What you cry for >—~No ery—follow
Jesus—Ie will take care of you ;” and,
. turning to Mrs, Thwaites, she said,
¥ Missis, show um de pa;”—meaning,
the-path to heaven. Many other ex-
pressions fell from her, of a similar
pature, to the astonishment of thogd

‘Who heard her.
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She continued, it
was understood, praying and praising
God to her latest breath. 'This pootr
creature was destitute of all earthly
comforts. Her bed was a board, with
a few plantain leaves overit. How
many of these outcasts will be trans-
lated from outward wretchedness to
reaims of glory !

Ix the preceding narratives are relat-
td a foww out of the inpumerable 1in-
etances in which a genuine belief in
the doctrine taught’ by Jesus Chrisy
and a faithful practicing of its precepts,
have made persons of every age and
rex happy in life, and joyful in death.
"The following sketches describe vari-
ous states of other persons, which pre-
gent a striking contrast to the formep.
They treat, either of these who profes-
®ed 10 some sort to believe Christ’s doe-
trine, but didnot practice its precepts |
of those who entirely neglected to be-
lieve it, abandoning themselves to li-
centiousnessy or those who avowedly
rejected it as imposture and supersti-
tion. The life and death of no such
persons show the happiness and joy
which attend the true Christian. In
the instances here selected are seem
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some of the most extreme eases of
misery and wretchedness to which his-
tory bears record,

SALMASIUS,

Sarmasius was a man ‘of most ex:
tracrdinary abilities, his name resound-
ed through Furope, and his presence
was earnestly sought in different na-
tions, When he arrived at the even-
ing of life, he acknowledged that he
had too much, @nd two earnestly en-
gaged in Kteyary pursujts: 0! said
he, “I have lost an immense portioil
of tithe ; time, that most precions thing
in the world? Had 1 but one yeal
more, it should be ‘spent in studying
David’s Psalms, and Paul’s Episties
Oh! Sirs,” said he to thoge ahout  hiny
“mmd the world less, and God more:
“The foar of the Lord, that is wisdom
and to depart from evil, that is under-
sianding.’”

JOSEPH PRIESTLEY.

Turs individual is well known as
the great advocate of what has been
termed 'nitariamsm,. Though of an

-
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amiable disposition ‘he cherished little
reverence for the seyipturess but went
from error to error, till he had rejected
all that is most precious in_the gospek
Instead of cherishing a humbﬁa and
teachable disposition, he was wise in
his own conceit; and appeared deterni-
ined not to believe that the adorable
Jesus wasmore then a mere man : this
is evident from his own writinga.

In the beginning of the .year 1804,
his health rapidly declined. His son
describes him os enjoying much com-
posure and clethluuss in his last mo-
ments; but it was not the cheerfulness
which springs. from knowmg the love
of Christ which passeth knowledge,
The following memornble passage
mentions so strange a kind of comifort,
for the most trying hours, that had not
his son given 1t publicity, it might al-
most have been nnagined, that some
enemy to Unitarianism had invented
the relation, intending to cast odino on
that delusive but baneful system.
~ %On Sunday (Feb. 5) he was much
weaker. le dweit for some time on
the advantage he had derived from
reading the seriptures daily,and advised
ma to do the same, saying that it would
prove to me,as it had done to him, a
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“source of the purest pleasure. Iie de-
sired me to reach him a pamphle
which was at his bed’s head, Simpson
on the Duration of Future Punishment
“It will be a source of satisfaction to
you, to read that pamphlet,’ said he,
giving it tome. ‘It contains my sen-
-timents; and a belief in them will be a
support to you in the most trijing circum-
slances, as it has been to me. We thﬂl
-all meet finally ; we only require dif*
Jerent degrees of discipline, suited to our
different tempers, to prepare us Jor find
fappiness.’’
Note. And can it be, that one whe
rofessed to have lived striving to re-
orm what he called the corruptions
'‘Christianity, should speak of this a8
his support for the most trying circum=-
stances. A belief, that if he went t0
hell, he should continne there but for
2 limited time, and when purified by
such severe discipline, should rise 10
final happiness. Ah, Unitarianism ! 18
this thy solace for the hour of afflictioby
and the bed of death! Couldst thou
afford thy great apostle no better sup-

ort than this! Then let my soul be
ound with those, whom he would
have deemed idolaters ; whose unshak-
en hope rests on the atoning -sacrifioe
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of the Lamb that was slain; and who
leave this world not expecting purifica.
tion in hell, but assured that when ¢ab-
sent from the body, they shall be pres-
ent with the Lord”

A DYING FOLLOWER OF THE WORLD,

Tae following affecting account of
the dying hours of a man of gaijety and
pleasure, is by Mr. Hervey :

“1 was not long since called to visit
a poor gentleman, ere while of the most
robust body, and the gayest temper I
ever knew. But when I visited him,
O! how was the glory departed from
him! When I was come up into his
chamber, and had seated myself on his
bed, he first cast a most wishfil look
upon me, and then began as well as he
was able to §peak:— O! that 1 bad
been wise, that I had known this, that
I had considered my latter end, Ah!
Mr, , death is knocking at my
doors: in a few hours more 1 shall
draw my last gasp; and then judgment,
lae tremendous judgment ! how shall I
Hﬁ:pear, unprepared as [ am, before the
ill-knowing and omnipotent God ! How
thall I endure the day of his coming!’

14
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When I mentioned among many other
things, that strict holiness which he

had formerly so lightly esteemed, he

replied, with a hasty eagerness, °

that holiness is the only thing I now
long for. I have not words to tell you
how highly I value it. I would gladly
part with all my estate, large as it is, or
a world, to obtain it. Now my benight-
ed eyes are enlightened ; I clearly dis-
cern the things that are excellent. What
is there in the place whither I am go-
ing but God! Or what is there to be

desired on earth but religion! ¢But if’

this God should restore you to -health,’
said T, “think you that you should alter
your former course? ‘I call heaven
and earth to witness,’ said he, ‘T wonld
labour for holiness as I shall soon la-
bour for life. As forriches and plea-
sures, and the applauses of men, 1 ac-

count them as dross and @fing, no more
to iy happiness than the feathers that

lie on the floor. O! if the righieous
Judge would try me ouce more ; if he
would but reprieve, and spare me a lit-
tle longer ; in what a spirit would

spend the remainder of my days! I
would know no other business, aim 8t
no other end, than perfecting myaself in
holiness. Whatever contributed to thet
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every means of grace, every opportuni-
ty of spiritual improvement, should be
dearer to me than thousands of gold
and silver. But alas! why do I amuse
myself with fond imaginations? The
best resolutions are now insignificant,
because they are too late. The day in
which I should have worked is over
and gone, and I see a sad horrible night
approaching, bringing with it the black-
ness of darkness for ever. Heretofore,
woe is me ! when God called, I refus-
ed ; when he invited, I was one of them
that made excuse. Now, therefore, I
receive the reward of my deeds; fear-
fulpess and trembling are come upon
me 3 I smart, and am in sore anguish
already ; and yet this is but the begin-
ning of sorrows! it doth not yet appear
what I shall be ; but sure 1 shall be ru-
ined, undenge and destroyed with an
everlasting @@8truction !’

% This sad scene I saw with mine
eyes; these words, and many more
equally affecting, I heard with mine
ears, and soon after attended the un-
happy gentleman to his tomb.”
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A YOUNG WOMAN,

‘To many who have borne the sacred
aname of Christian, the hour of dissolu-
tion is an hour of dismay, and would
be so to every one who bas reached
that solemn period, negligent of the

at Salvation, if the soul were sensi-
E{: of its own state, and awake to the
contemplation of eternal realities. Let
the young and careless seriously read
the impressive account that followe,
and, while they read it, think of their
latter end.

“Bathed in tears, a girl came about
three months ago, to tell me that her
sister was dying, and wished much to
see me. The poor woman, who was
‘arrived at life’s tremendous verge,’
was abaut 30 years of age jgher circum-
stances were Jowly ; but mind was
better informed than that of most in
her rank. She had been educated &t@
Sunday-school, and having a remarka-
bly good voice, had attended the ehap-
el with the singers till her marriage.
At this period, she not only knewymuch
of her bible, but also gave some,
ful symptons of a change of
Bat, alas ! she gave her handto &’

' .
_eressing enough to pierce any heart—
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man who was destitute of the fear of

God, and who became a snare to her.
How many that in youth promise fair
to be the followers of Jesus, are ruined
by improper marriages! Oppressed
with domestic cares, poor Mary now
neglected even an occasionul attend-
ance on the means of grace. She had
run well, but sin deceived her. Daily
misery however preyed on a consti-
tution at all times delicate. A dropsy
threatened her with death. No sooner
was she confined to the bed of afflic-
tion, than she recollected the truths
which once she took delight in learn-
ing. “She remembered God and was
troubled § and her neglect of those
things, which, she well knew, belonged
to her eternal peace, filled her mind
with angujsh.

“[ had been with her the day be-
fore ; how bitterly did she then lament
her conduct! how hard she found the
waymof the transgressor! Now she
evidently dying. As1 entered the
m, I beheld a face distorted with
in, and heard an exclamation, dis-

‘0! Icannot die! I want to see s
face” Never did I enter so fully into
the iniportance of Balsam’s prayer:

———
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‘ Let me die the death of the righteous ;.

and let my last end be like his.” 1Iask-
ed her whose face shé wished to see.
Her reply was, ¢ The reconciled face of
Jesus.’ ‘Have you no hope of an in-
terest in Christ ? 1 inquired. *No, I
- have no hope; I am lost; I cannot
die !

“How I longed for some careless
people whom I knew, to witness the
end of one who had neglected, and that
against the dictates of her own con-
ecience, the great salvation.”
~ The writer of this account then en-
deavoured to point to her the blood of
Jesus. ‘O, she exclaimed, *that I bad
an interest in that blood!” He soon af-
ter left the room with feelings not to
be described, and in a few minutes she
expired.
O, let those who have enjoyed relig-
10us nstruction in youth, and alterwards
neglected the Saviour and salvation,
consider what miseries they are pre-

ring . for themselves hereafter !'and
et them remember her whose last
words almost were, “0, I cannot die'
1 cannot die ! :

207

A YOUNG WOMAN,

Tae eternal God has taught us in his
word, that “the way of transgressors i8
hard.” None more painfully realize
the truth of this assertion, than those
who hava trodden this delusive path,

‘after having bzen once apparently in-
‘clined to walk “ in the ways of peaca.”

The sad account which follows, respects
a young woinan who acted this ruinous
part.
She was born of poor but henest pa-
rents, and was taught the first princi-
ples of religion in a Sabbath-school,
At the age of sixteen she engaged in
-gervice in her native village. At her

" first place she eontinued two years. In

her eighteenth year she removed intoa
religious family ; till then she had liv-
ed ignorant of the gospel, and careless

‘about her eternal state ; but during her

continuance in this situation she ap-
‘peared deeply imnpressed with a sense
-of her sinfulness, and made an open
‘profession of religion. In her nine-
teenth year she removed to a place
much superior to her former as it re-
spects this world ; but, alas! the mas-
‘ter of the house was a lover of pleasurs
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more than a lover of God. Here rolig-
lous duties were not only neglected,
but even ridiculed: She met with no
little persecution from her fellow-ser-
vants: this induced her to negleet pri-
vate prayer and other means of grace.
At length she was seldom seen at pub-
lic worship, A Christian friend per-
ceived her declension by her back-

wardness to discourse on religious sub-

Jects. She had previously been ve
forward to converse on the best thing?i‘
but at this time was quite the reverse:
yet she did not return back to the world
without considerable checks of con-
:ﬁf}i?:lm ?hif knew tlllm she was doing
1z, ecame hardened
deceitfulness of sin, g by i
. About the 20th year of her age, she
roke a blood-vessel. On the day after

the circumstance took {;lace, she was

visited by the person who had observ-
ed her departure from the way of life ;
who states, “On asking her how she
was, she said, ¢ Very bad, very bad. I
then told her I understood there was
no hope of her recovery, and proceed-
ed to inquire how it was with her in
regard to her eternal welfare; she ex-
claimed, ‘That is what I want; my
life I care not for, if my sins were par
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doned.’ She burst into tears, and said,
Q! that I had repented when the Spi-
rit of God was striving with me, but
now I am undone! 1 again visited
her, and her countenance bespoke the
dreadful horrvor of her mind, which no
doubt hastened her dissolution. On
asking her how she felt, she answered,
¢« Miserable! miserable!” I repeated
some encouraging passages of scripture
to backsliders, but alas! all in vain; her
goul laboured under the greatest 2go-
nies ; she exclaimed, *O! how 1 have
been deceived ! When I was in health
I delayed repentance from time to time;
O that I had my time to live over again !
O that I had obeyed the gospel! but
now I must burn in bell for ever. Ol
I cannot bear it, I cannot bear it!

« I this manner she continued breath-
ing out most horrible expressions.

“«T reminded her that Jesus Christ
would in nowise cast out those sinners
who come t& him, and that his blocd
cleanseth from all sin. She said, ¢ The
blood of Christ will be the greatest tor-
ment I shall have in hell; tell me no
more aboutit’ I then left her with
feelings not to be described.. She died
next morning at six o’clock. I inquir-
«ed of the wonan who attended her, if
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¢

she continued in the same state to the
last ; she said she was much worse af-
ter I left her, and that they durst not
stay in the room with her. She was
heard to exclaim several times about an
hour before her end, ¢ Eterniry!—

Ererniry! O! to burn throughout
Eternity ” 'Thus died,

20, this miserable mortak.

A YOUNG WOMAN.
(From Wil's Spiritual Register.)

IT has been said that an agonizing
profligate, though silent, out-preaches
the most celebrated that the pulpit ever
knew. Among the cases of this affect-
g nature, that stand on record, few
display more of the horrors of such a
state than the following narrative.

“A young man, scarcely nineteen,
-*and at that time an apprentice to an

eminent merchant, in the city, who in-
dulged in every kind of licentiousness,
had, at one time, his whole attention
engrossed, by a most beautiful youn
woman, not more than sixteen years of
-age. One _Mnndn}r he went, with rap-
ture, to the infernal house, at which she
‘was kept ; but how is it possible to ex

at the age of
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the distraction and astonishment
which seized him, when he was n-
formed, that the unhappy girl died the
preceding Friday evening; and in so
shoeking a manner, that humanity must
shudder at the bare imagination, and
the bosoms of the guilty be chilled with
terror at the thought! On Friday mor-
ning, with great distress, she declared,
that she knew herself to be struck with
death, and damned to all eternity. In
her raving she frequently cried out, that
the devil told her so, and that he would
drag her to endless torment at six o’-
clock. Her agonies were inexpressi-
ble, so that even the wretches, her com-
anions in iniquity, whom’she earnest-
y exhorted to repent, or they would
assuredly follow her to the infernal pit,
were so much affected, as to mention
the necessity of . sending for a clergy-
man; but the miserable girl, with
screams of horror, exclaimed, that no-
thing could save her, but that the fatal
gentence was already pronounced, and
that there was no possibility of forgive-
ness or escape. 'The wicked man who
kept the house, desired earnestly to see
her’ but she would by no means con-
sent to ‘his request.—* O tell him,’ said
¢he, ‘that I curse him in the bitterness
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of my soul, and wish with my latest

breath that he may very soon follow

me to endless misery. I sha]l long

for his arrival, that I myself may help
to torment him. It isto him I owe my
destruction. He first seduced me to
guilt and ruin, when I was but thirteen
ears of age. Perdition, no doubt, will
his portion, as well as that of num-
bers besides, who, like him, have la-
boured for the destruction of innocence
and virtue. She several times jumped
out of bed, and, screaming in a most
dreadful manner, eried out, ¢ You shell
not have me yet! it is not six o'clock.’
She continued raving thus till the hour
she had so often mentioned ; the elock
struck six, and she expired.”

ANTITHEUS.

Mgz, Comeerianp, in the Observet,
Svfa us one of ihe most mournful tales,
at ever was related, concerning a gen-

, 1, conce gen

tleman of Infidel principles, whom he
dgnn,?unatea Antitheus, “J remember
him,” says he, “in the height of bis

fame, the hero of his party ; no man s0

caresagd, followed, and applauded ; he
was alittle loose, his friends would own;
in his moral character; but then he
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was the honestest fellow in the world :
it was not to be denied that he was ra-
ther free in his notions; but then he
was the best creature living, Antithe-
us seemed to be at the summit of hu-
man prosperity, when he was suddenly
seized with the most alarming symp-
torns : wife or family he had none, and
out of the multitude of his friends no
one happened to be near him at the
moment of his attack. A neighbouring
physician was called out of bed in the
night to come to him with all baste in
this extremity : he found him sitting up

~ in his bed supl[mrted by pillows, his

countenance full of horror, his breath
struggling as in the article of death, his
pulse intermitting, and at times beating
with such rapidity as could bardly be
counted. Antitheus dismissed the at-
tendants he had about him, and eagerly
demanded of the physician,if he thought
him in danger: the physician answer-

 ed that he must fairly tell bim he was

ig imminent danger. ‘How so! how
go!.do you think me dying? He was
sorry to say the symptoms indicated
death.—* Impossible ! you must ot let

" me die: 1 dare not die: O doctor, save

e if you can!” “Your situation, Sir,
ie such, that it i8 not in mine, Or 8O¥
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- any other man’s art to save you; and I
think I should not do my duty if1 gave
you any false hopes in these moments
whieh, if I am not mistaken, will nu:;
more than suffice for any worldly or
other concerns which you may have
upon your mind to settle.’ ‘My mind
:5 full of hqrrnr,’ cried the dying man,

and I am incapable of preparing it for
death.” He now fell into an agony, ac-
companied with a shower of te a‘r’s ; @
cordial was administered, and he rev;v-
ed in a degree; when turning to the
physician, who had his fingers upon his
}Juls{;:', he eagerly demanded of him, if
1e did not see that blood upon the feet
curtains of his bed. There was none
to be seen ; the physician assured him,
It was nothing but a vapour of his fan-
cy. ‘I seeit plainly,” said Antitheus,

in the shape of a human hand : I have
been visited with a tremendous appari-
tion.  As I was 'lying sleepless in my

bed this night, I took up a letter of a

deccased friend to dissipate certain

thoughts that made me uneasy : I be-
lieved him to be a great philosopher,
and was converted to his opinions : per-
suaded by his arguments and my own
experience, that the disorderly affairs
of this evil world could not be admin-
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wstered by any wise, just, or provident
Being, I had brought myself to think
that no such Being could exist; and
that a life, produced by chance, must
terminate in annthilation: this is the
reasoning of that letter ; and such were
the thoughts I was revolving in my
mind, when the apparition of my dear
friend presented itself before me, and
unfolding the curtains of my bed, stood
at my feet, looking earnestly upon me
for a considerable space of time. My
heart sunk within me ; for his face was
ghastly, full of horror, with an expres-
gion of such anguish as I can never de-
geribe: his eyes were fixed upon me,
and at length, with a mournful motion
of his head—* Alas, alas!’ he cried, * we
are in a fatal error!” and taking hold of
the curtains with his hand, shook them
violently and disappeared.—This, I pro-
test to you, I both saw and heard ; and
look! where the print of bis hand is
left in blood upon the curtains’

“ Antitheus survived the relation of
this vision very few hours, and died de-
lirious in great agonies,”

What a forsaken and disconsolate
creature is man without hie God and

Saviour!

e
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HOBBES.

Hopsrs was a well-known infidel a
century and a half ago. When alone
he was hausted with the most torment-
ing reflections ; and would awake in
great terror, if his candle happened but
105{} out in the night.

e r. Wallis Eﬂ]ﬂlc‘ﬂ of him, that dis.
oursing one day with a lady in hi
life, Hobbes told her, that wengIZGh:E:
master of the world, he would give it
all to live one day longer. She expres-
sed her astonishment, that a philoso-
her who had such extensive know-
edge, and so many friends to gratify or
oblige, would not deny himself one
day’s gratification' of life, if by that
means he could bequeath to them such
::mpic possessions. His answer was,
What shall I be the better for that,
when I am dead ? [ say again, if I had
the whole world to dispose of, I would
give itto live one day.” How different
s the language of the real Christian!
Having a desire to depart and to be
with Christ, which is far better,”—far
better than the highest enjoyments that
can be attained in this world !
~ Notwithstanding all his high preten-
sions to learning and philosopby, his
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uneasiness constrained him to confass,
when he drew near to the grave, that
he was about to take a leap in the dark.

EDWARD GIBBON.

Epwarp Gibbon, the author of the
History of the Dacline and Fall of the
Roman Empire, is well known to have
been what is termed a philosopher, and
an infidel.

He was born in 1787, ‘Tn eatly life
he bzcam?> a papist; he afterwards re-
nounced popery, and ssems to have
paid little attention to religion in any
form ; nor does it appear that he ever
made it @ matter of serious thought or
inquiry. In his memoirs he has unde-
signedly presznted a striking view of
the chearless nature of infidelity. “Tae
present is a fleeling momeni—the past is
no more—and our prospect of fulurily
dark and doubtful. This day may pos-
sibly be my last, but the laws of proba-
bility, so true in_general, S0 fallacious
in particular, still allow about fifteen
years. I will not suppose any premas
ture decay of mind or body ; but I must
reluctantly observe, that two causes, the
abbreviation of time, and the failure of

13
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hope, will always tinge with a browner
ehade the evening of life,”

Having no hope for eternity, he was
eager for the continuation of his pres-
ent existence ; he declared to a friend
about twenty-four hours previous to his
departure, in a flow of self-gratulation,
that he thought himself a good life for
ten, twelve, or perliaps twenty years,—
During his short illness, he never gave
the least intimation of a fiture state of
existence. 'This insevsibility at the
hour of dissolution is, in the language
of scepticism, dying the death of a phi-
losopher !

DAVID HUME.

IT is an awful proof of the depraved
condition of huwan naturs, that o ma-
ny persons exert their utmost ¢fforts to
gink themselves to a level with the
brutes that perish, and to strip them-
selves of mav’s distinguishing honour
—immortality. Infidels at the same
time swell with the pride of Satan, and

rovel with the reptiles of the dust.
ow they exalt man so high that ht
needs not the instruction or care of the
Deity, but soon they debase him to an
squality with the worm, while they
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maiatain that, like the worm, he dies
and is no more. Mr. Hume was one
of these wise men in their own opin-
ion. He was a philosopher. The fol-
lowing positions are a specimen of the
gross nonsense and wickedness which
he calls philosophy.

“That the universe exists in the
mind, and that the mind does not exis_t.

“That adultery must be praectised, if
men would obtain all the advantages of
lif ; that, if generally practised, it would
in tim2 cease to be scandalous; and
that, if practised secretly and frequent-
ly, it would by degrees come to be
thought no crims at all.

«Taat self-murder is but the turning
of a fow ounces ol blood from its na-
tural channel,” Pleading in behalf of
this erime_he observes, that there is no
erime in diverting a river from its na-
tural course, and says, “ Where then is
the erime of turning a few ounces' of
blood fromn their nataral channel ?”

A few years ago, a feeling of horror
thrilled through the nation, when the
atrocious monster, Williams, murdered
the Marr and Williainson families. If
he ware a philosopher of Mr. Hume’s
description, he might have pleaded he
had committed no crime, for in destroy-
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ing seven-or eight persons, he had only
turned a few pounds instead of ounces
of blood out of their proper channel. =

Mpr. Ilume appears in one respect to
have differed from most infidels. His
life was tolerably moral. This has
been a subject of boasting among his

~ unbelieving friends, but it has been most

Justly remarked, “ All evil beings are .
_ not wmmoral.”

_ Satan  himself “of-*
- fends not in the articles of eating, wine,

~“&c.; he is differently employed. He -

~ is employed in tempting o -
fend.’B y ; pting tbers to of: |
As he lived and taught like a philos-
opher, so, Mr. Gibbon says, he died like
one. His death has been the boast of
infidels, © .+ ' >

When his ghastly looks indicated the

rapid approach of death, he diverted

 himself'somnetimes in the evening with

& party, at his fuvourite game of® whist.

' 2 On one occasion, when his dissplu-.
tion drew near, he expressed to Dr.
Smith the satisfaction he had in leaving
“his friends, and his brother’s family in
particular, in prosperous circumstan-
ces. 'This, he said, he fe't so sensibly,

. that when he was reading, a few days

- before, Lucian’s Dialogues of the Dead;
he could not, among all the excuses

- that fitted ham.

DAVID XUME,

which are' alleged to Charon, for not
readily entering into his boat, find one
Ile had no house to.
finish—he had no daughter to provide
for—he had no enewies upon whom he.
wished to revenge himself—* T could"

" ‘pot well imagine,” said he, “what ex-

cuse I could make to Charon, in order

" to obtain a little delay. I have done
¢ every thing of consequence which I .
" ever meant to do,
expect to leave my relatiopsand fricods . |

I could at no time

in a better situation than that in which
I am now likely to” leave 'them. I,
therefore, have all reason to die con-~
tented.” ¢ Ile then diverted bimself]”
says Dr, Smith, ¢ with inventing several
jocular excuses, which he supposed he
might make to Charon, and in imagin-
ing the very slrly answers which it
might suit the character of Charon to
return to them.” “Upon consideras
tion,” said he, “ I thought I might say
to him, ¢Good Charon, 1 have been
correcting my works for a new editicn,
Allow me a little time, that 1 msy ses
how the public receive the slterations.’
But Charon would answer, * When you
see the effect of these, you will be for
making other alterations. There will.

_ be no end of such excuses ; so, honest

-
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friend, please to step into the boat” But

"1 might still urge, ‘Have a little pa--
tience, good Charon: I have been en- -
- - deavouring to opcn the eyesof the pub-

lic; if I live a few years longer, [ may
have the satisfaction of'seeing the down-
fall of some of ‘the prevailing systems
of superstition.! But Charon ﬁrnufd then
lose all patience and. decency: ¢ You
loitering rogue, that will not happen
- these many hundred years, Do you
fancy I will grant you a lease for so
longaterm? Get into the %oat this
instant, you lazy loitericg rogue,’ ”

. He died soon after; and this was dy- -
ing like a philosopher.. IHere the tri- -
umnphs of infidelity are. seen ; glorious:

“triwnphs for a philosopher, a son of

reason!!!  Ah! if we had pot learnt
that the philosophy of such men is the |

foolishness of folly, we might have fe

surprised to see ayman of gsense, af :;I]E
time of life, amusing himsclf with the
ridiculous heathen story of Charon and
his boat. But gs such men love dark-
nees rather than light, so it i a self-ev-

ident propuosition, that they preler the

most debasing folly to the most eleva-
ting wisdom, when they prefer this ab-
surd tale to the glorious prospects of

iq:martality.' Compare Hume, dying |

-
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and jesting about Charon and his boat,
and the Christian expiring with expres-
sions of praise and gratitude 1o God,
and of confidence in his obtaining eter-

 nal life throngh the* merits of his Sav- -
" jour, and then say is the. difference be-
- tween hell and heaven wider than that

between the dying pbilosopher and the
dying believer. E g i
"1a the miserable deaths of Voltaire,
and Tom Paine, some of the horrors of
infidelity are seen; but the hardened
etupidity of Hume, gives as awful a
view of its dreadful influence. . |
.Bishop Horne, in his excellent letter
to Dr. Adam Sinith, Hlune’s infilel en-
comiast, says, ¢ Are yon sure, and can

3. »
you make us sure, that there really ex-

- jsts 0o such thing as a God, and a fu--
ture state of reward and punvishment?

If so, all is well. - Let us then, in our -

. Tast hours, read Lucian, and play at

whist, and droll upon Charen and his
boats let us die as foolish and insensi-
ble, as much like our brother philoso- -

~ phers, the calves of the’ field, and the
 meges of the descrt, as we can for the Jife”

of us. - But—if such things be—asthey
most certainly are—is it right in you,

_ 8ir, to hold up to our view, as ¢ periect-
. ly wise and virtuous,’ the characterand

P -
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conduct of one, who seems to bave
-been peossesesed with an incurable an-.
tipathy to all that is called religion ?
“You would persuade us, by the ex~

ample of David Huwe, Esq., that athe- *

ism is the only cordial for- low spirits, .
" and the proper antidote against the fear
_of death. . But surely, he who can re-

flect, with' complacency, on a friend -

thus misemploying his talents in his.

- life, and . then' amusing himself with

~ Lucian, whist, and Charon, at his death,

may smile over Babylon in ruins; es- - -
- teem the earthquake, which destroyed . .

Lisbon, an agreeable occurrence; and-
~ congratulate the hardened Pharaoh, cn

~ his overthrow in theé Red Sea. Drol~
" lery, in such circumstanees, is neither:
~ more por less than . e

* Moody madness, laughing wild,.. t .

Amid severest woe.” : ’
Would we know the baneful and pestia-
lential influences of false philcsophy on
the human heart? - We need only con-

template them in this most deplorable .
instance of Mr, Hume.” - - ;

Another writer remarks on these at-

* tempted jokes, that they were “jokes, -

- 50 laboured, as to give strong cause far

suspicion, that they were of the same

pature, and for the same purpose, 23

i
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" &

the "expedient of a..ho.y, on passing
'thrnug? some gloomy place in tha
night, who whistles to lessen his fear,or

20 persuade his companions that he d,agsx ‘

not feel it.” " - - &

VOLTAIRE, =

Ir is well known that this celebrated -
infidel laboured through a long life to
diffusz the poison of infidelity. " In life
he was pre-eminent in guilt, and at
death in misery. He had been accus-

" yomed for yearsta eall the adorable Sa«
viour, “ The wretch,” and to vow that

" he would crush him. He closed manﬁ

is letters. to bis infidel friends wit
?Ife}:es words, *“Crush the wretch.,” Yet
such is the detestable meanness, as well
. as wickedness of infidelity, that, during
these efforts to destroy Christianity, he
was accustomed to receive the sacra-
nient, and to attend to some nth_er oute.
~ward acts of religion, that he might be
. able to deny his infidelity, if accused of
it. Such was he in health, but danger-
ous sickness and approaching death,
though they could not goften the hard
heart of the hypocritic infidel into real.
' penitence, filled him with‘ agony, re-
morse, and despair. T w W Mg
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The following awiul desecription has
been given of his last hours :

“1t was during Voltaire’s last visit to
Paris, when his triumph was complets,
and he had even feared he should die
with glory, amidst the acclamations of
an infatuated theatre, that he was struck
by the hand of Providence, and fated
to make a very different termination of
his career,

“In the midst of his triumphs, a vio-
lent bleeding raised apprehensions for
his life. 1D’Alembert, -Diderot, and
Marmontel, hastened to support his
resolution in his last moments, but were
only witnesses to their mutual igno-
miny, as well as to his own.

“ Here let not the historian fear ex-
aggeration. Rage, remorse, reproach,
and blasphemy, all accompany and
characterize the long agony of the dy-
ing atheist. His death, the most terri-
ble that is ever recorded to have strick-

en the impious man, will not be denied °

by his companions in impiety. Their
silenee, however much they may wish
to deny it, is the least of those corrobo-
rative proofs, which could be adduced.
Not one of them has ever dared to men-
tion andﬁ aiiu given of resolution or
tranquillity, by the premier chicf, during

VOLTAIRE. R7

the space of three months, which elapsed
from the time he was crowned in the
theatre, until his decease. Such a si-
lence expresses how great their humil-
iation was in his death !

“ It was in his return from the thea-
tre, and in the midst of the toils he was
resuming in order to acquire fresh ap-
plause, when Voltaire was warned, that
the long career of his impiety was draw-
ing to an end. :

l g"In spite of all the infidel philoso-
phers who ﬁackerlii aruu:;ld himn in the
first days of his illness, he gave signs
of wislﬁng to return to the God he had
blasphemed. His danger increasing,

- he wrote entreating the Abbe Gualtier

to visit him. He afterwards made a
declaration, in which he, in fact, re-
nounced his infidelity. This declara-
tion was signed by himself and two
witnesses, ene of whom was the Mar-
quis de Villevielle, to. whom, eleven
years before, Voltaire was wont to
write, ‘Conceal your march from the
enemy 11;1 your endeavours to crush the
vretch !

E lr‘fy‘iﬂ::ulmiratzz had permitted this declar-
ation to be carried to the rector of St

Sulpice, and to the archbishop of Paris,

to0 know whether it would be sufficient.




228 VOLTAIRE,

When the Abbe Gualtier returned with
the auswer, it was impossible for him
to gain admittance to the patient. The
conspirators bhad strained every nerve
to hinder the Chief from consummating
his recantation, and every avenue was
shut to the priest, whom Voltaire him-
self had sent for. The demons haunt-
ed every access; rage succeedsto fury,
and fury to rage again, during the re-
mainder of his life.

“Then it was that D’Alembert, Dide-
rot, and about twenty others of the con-
spirators, who had beset his apartment,
never approached him, but to witness
their own ignominy; and often he
would curse them, and exelaim, ¢ Re-
tire! It is you that have brought me
to my present state! Begone! 1 could
have done without you all; but you
could not exist without me! And what
& w;etr:hed glory have you procured
me ?

“Then would sueceed the horrid re-
membrance of his conspiracy. The
could hear him, the prey of anguis
and dread, alternately supplicating or
blaspheming that God whom he had
conspired against ; and in plaintive ac-
cents would he ery out, ‘O Christ! O
Jesus Christ!” And then complain that

3. J. ROUSSEAU. 220

he was abandoned by God and man.
His physicians, particularly Mr. Tron-
chin, called in to administer relief,
thunderstruck retire, declaring the death
of the impious man terrible indeed.
The pride of the conmspirators would
willingly have suppressed these declar-
ations, but it was in vain. . The Mare-
schal de Richlieu flies from the bed-
side, declaring it to be a sight too terri-
ble to be sustained ; and Mr. Tronchin,
that the furies of Orestes, could give
but a faint idea of those of Voltaire.

“]In one of these visits the doctor
found him in the greatest agonies, ex-
claiming with the utmost horror, ‘I am
abandoned by God and man.”  Hethen
gaid, ¢ Doctor, I will give you half of
what I am worth, if you will give me
six months’ life.” The Doctor answer-
ed, ¢ Sir, yon eannot live six weeks.
Voltaire replied, ‘Then I shall go to
hell, and you will go with me!” and
soon after expired.”

J. J. ROUSSEAU.

J. J. Rousseau was one of the phi-
Josophers of the last century, and was
honoured by the infidels of France with
the second place in their Pantheon
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His life was a life of crime, and, con-
sidering this, his death was one of the
most awful imaginable.

According to his own account, in his
published Confessions, he was a thief,
originally in profession a protestant,
then from interested motives a papist,
and again a protestant. He lived in
guilty counexions with different wo-
men ; and sent the children he bhad by
one unhappy woman to the Foundling
Hr:i:qinml,

Sach, according to his own account,
was the lifz of'uprightness and honour
which was to expiate for a thefl which
he had committed when a young man,
and laid it to a female servant, by ‘which
she lost her place and character.

After giving an account of'a life thus
atrocious, he says, “ Whenever the last
tI‘[IIEﬁ et shall sound, I will present my-
self before the Sovereign Judge, with
this book in my hand, and loudly pro-
claim, ¢ Thus bave I acted—thesa were
my thoughts—such was l.—Power eter-
nal! assamble round thy throne the in-
numerable throng of my fellow mortals.
Letthem listen to my confessions, let
them blush at my depravity, let them
tremble at my sufferings, let each in
his turn expose with equal sincerity

L

‘the failings, the wanderings of his

mii
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heart ; and if he dare, aver, I was bet-
ter than that man.’ ”

The death of this strange man Wwas
like his life ; he died with a horrid lie
on his lips, accompanied by the most
impious appeal that man could make.

« Ah! my dear,” said he to his wife,
just before he expired : “how happy a
thing is it to die, when one bas no rea-
son for remorse, or seli-reproach ’—
And then addressing himself to the Al-
mighty, he said, * Liternal Being ! the
soul that I am going to give thee back,
is as pure, at this moment, as it was
when it proceeded from theg: render
it partaker of thy felicity.”

PAINE.

Tars unhappy man is well known
to have been one of the most malignant
enemies of Christianity. He was an
avowed infidel in prineiple, and an open

rofligate and drunkard in practice.
f[s lived despiszd by the wise and good,
and, like many other infidels, died ap-
parently full of dread of the future,
though a stranger to that repentance
which s unto life.
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The following account of the conclu-

ding scenes of his life, is from the pen

of Dr. Manley, a respectable physician,
who attended him in his last illness.

% During the latter part of his life,
though his conversation was equivo-
cal, his conduct was singular. He
would not be left alone night or day;
he not only required to have some per-
son with him, but he must see that he
or she was there, and would not allow
his curtains to be closed at any time;
and if, as it would sometimes uvavoid-
ably happen, that he was left alone, he
would scream and halloo until some
person came to him, When relief from
pain would admit, he seemed thought-
ful and contemplative, his eyes genper-
ally closed, and his hands folded on his
breast, although he never slept without
the assistance of an anodyne. There
swas something remarkable in his con-
duct at this time, which comprises
about two weeks before his death, par-
t:cplarly when we reflect, that Thomas
Paine was the author of the Age of
Reason. He would call ont during his
paroxysms of distress, without inter-
mission, ¢ O Lord, help me !—God, help
me !—Jesus Christ, help me !—O Lord,
help me!” &e. repeating the same ex-

PAINFE. nIy

prossions withont the least variation, in
a tone that would alarm the whole

house. It was this conduct that in-

dueed me to think that he had abandon-
ed his former opinions. [ took eccasion
during the night of the 5th and 6th of
June, to test the strength of his opin-
fons respecting revelation. I purpose-
lv made him a very late visit. He was in
great distress, constantly exclaiming in
the words above mentioned ; when 1 ad-
dressed him in the following manner,
the nurse being present—* Mr. Paine,
your opinions, by a large portion of the
community, have been treated with de-
ference. You must be sensible that we
are acquainted with your religious opin-
ions, as they are given to the world ;
what then must we think of your pres-
ent conduct? Why do you call upon
Jesus Christ to help you? Do you be-
lieve in the Divinity of Jesus Christ?
Come, now answer me honestly—I
want an answer as from the lips of a
dying man, for I verily believe that you
will not live twenty-four hours.” 1
waited some time at the end of ever)
question ; he Jid net answer, but ceas-
ed to execlaim in the above manner.
Again 1 addressed him, ¢ Mr. Paine you
haye not answered my questions ; will

16
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vou answer them 7—Allow me 1o ask,
do you believe 7—or let me qualify the
guestion—Do you wish 1o believe that
Jeeus Christ is the Son of Goed 7?7 Af-
ter & pause of sowe moments, he an-
swered, ‘1 have no wish to believe on
the subject.’”

How apparent is it from the preced-
ing narration, that the mind of Paine
was convinced of the truth of that re-
ligion which he had ridiculed, and
whose Author he had blusphemed ; but
that the stubborn pride of the hardened
infidel prevented himn from explicitly
eonfessing this, when the question was
solemnly put to him.

CONCLUSION.

Berore this little work is concluded,
the Compiler would take the liberty of
employing a few pages, in a friendly
addrees to ell into whose hands it may
come,

My reader, this humble volume pre-
gents to vou truths of infinite impor-
umnce, . It is nEpninted unto you 0
die. The path which others have
trodden, must tread. The scenes
which others have beheld, you must be-
kold. The dreams of time must quick-
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Iy vanish from your Si ht 3 and the aw-
fu1 realities of eternity burst upon your
view. The joys of assurance, or tor-
ments of despair, must soon possess
«r heart ; and soon must the melody
of heaven gladden youwr soul, or the bit-
ter wailings of the lake of fire fill you
with inconceivable dismay. Ah! thers
:s not merely a heaven or a hell, but
shere is a heaven or a hell for you.
Behold in the memorials of those
who are now saints in bliss, the nex-
pressible yalue of the gospel of salva-
tion. What was it that cheered their
dying moments 2 What was it that
took the sting of death away ? What
was it that opened the %ates of heaven
to their delighted view 7 What was 1t
that made pain easy, and death desira-
ble? Was it, as has been unseriptural-

ly said,
hlemish'é
st The sweel rl:mcmbrance of unole

youth,
The inspiring voice of innocence and trath?”’

Ahno! such delusions blinded not their
eyes, nor shut their hearts agamst the
Saviour of mankind. They talked not
of innocence. They rested not on an
unblemished life.. They knew thatev
ery heart is defiled with sinn ;. andeversy

Iifa “blackened with Iniquity and ov-
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ery human beinga transgressor. Their
joys were the joys of pardoned sin-
ners. 'The religion of tﬂg gospel was
their religion. It was not modern
refinements, philosophical speculations,
and heathenisin, masking itself under

Baxter and Owen, and many who _du-
fered once, are united now. I"huy_“ ere
united too in their dying mperuillt_(;{e.
They trusted the same Sm’murh / iiti
they renounced themselves, and soug [;
a better righteousness than their own.

the name of Christianity, that cheer-
ed their souls. The death and right-
eousness of a divine Saviour was their
only boast: this was the refuge to
which they fled ; this was the fountain
from whence their comforts flowed.
Jesus was theirs ; this made them rich
i’ poor, and happy if afflicted. His
righteousness clothed their souls ; this
prepared them to meet a holy God with
comfort. Christ was their ALy in ALY
O, ishe yours?  Better, far better, were
it for you, to be set afloat in the midst
of the wide ocean, helpless and desti-
tute, upon a single plank, than to launch
into an awful eternity, resting on the
feeble reed of human merit,

But perhaps I address a follower of
the Lamb. Allow me then, my Chris-
tian friend, to suggest to youl, that this
little volume may teach you, how in-
significant those minor distinetions will
coon appear, which too genzrally and
tinhappily divide the friends of the Sa-
viour, during their abode upon earth.

The same were their hopes. The same
were their comforts. The aamed “las
the source of all their joys; an t:s
same is their heaven. Lalmusll an
Arminian, Dissenter and Churchman,
are names that exist no more am::lo;:nﬁ
them, but Chrﬁstmn is now the appe
ion of them all. ‘ ,
tlﬂperha[}s some reader of d":'mf 13;1 r‘a-—-
tives which display the power o h!rliu
tian truths, may exclaim, “ These td mlgh
are but the dreams of idiots an ! :l“?-
tales of priests.” Unhappy "'Rﬂ? ! the
time is hastening on which wi r{:ir.,qx -
er to you your sad mistake. Is Chris-
tianity a fable? Letits hl[li:rl; euf.n;ue"s,
Voltaire and Paine, reply. T'hey EI"H
replied. Their dying horrors, ]; .eu-
cries to him they derided u'mi“h!ah;[:”ff_lul-l
ed, have answered, “ No. el :tctp
would vou sooner rrt-:h‘t, the o stinate
asseverations of a nu:lptm-tnr Lo hl!} 011.'1:
innocence, made hefore ﬂ'lf"rlﬂ_}i n'!.! m"
came, or the confessions of lllhl ( }in’:;:
lips? I Voltairc and P'awne, and others
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of that impious band, would persuade
you by the works they wrote in days
of health and strength, that relig-
ion is a fable ; turn to their dying mo-
ments, and learn from their miseries,
and those of many of their disciples,
that there is a hell for the enemies of
God, and that a part of its horrors, in
some instances, seize on the soul even
upon earth.

My reader, young or old, from the
widei{ different narratives which this
little book econtains, O learn that one
thing is neediul ! needful to you, to me,
to all. See its value, in the peaceful or
trinmphant departure of some who were
its possessors. See its value, in the late
remorse and deep despair of those, who
died destitute of its blessings ; and re-
mamber that, “now is the accepted
tirne. that now is the day of salvation.”
O think, think of that eternity, to which
you go; and of that Saviour, who is
willine and able, to prepare you for
eternity. What shadows will all the
things of time shortly seent to you! O
cotild you go into the eternal world. how
mizht those who have dane with time
for ever, teach you the vanity of al be-
love! Fhd not the I'Hill-l_[;‘il-'."_‘. of thewr

nature previ it them, ruin~d sonjs mght

- ane
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v to you, ¢ Avoid our ﬁ;sl}}' ; .ﬁh:{n onr
nﬁser\". Sin and the world ‘l'tlzf.-ld ;1;.
heart-rending thought ! undid us ior
ever. Woe is us! the day of grace 18
cone! The tidings of mercy are un-
heard. The blood of Jesus can l}er e:i
¢ eanse us; nor the compassions nt_ 0 :
ever reach us mow. Ah! my hi'l(;ﬂ“
cinner, my brother, my sister, wou ur;‘
address thus dismal from the ﬂrtlltls 9
the lost, awaken your atteption ln‘{.tcr:
nal things? O think, though they can
not come thus to address you, }'Gu,'lll;l-
less you are a partaker of an mterpatl in
Jesus. Christ, are hastening 10 'tmi‘
world, where all the huge distresees O
s wretched eternity will be yours.
Could the spirits of the just ﬂdd;’::*ﬁa
vou, might not they say, “ ¥ ﬂﬂ.ﬂwf :r‘:}
we followed. We bowed at the e}{;:.
Jesus; and found eterpal good in i
Follow our Lord, and he will hf:ﬂ}uur
Lord. Receive bim, and he Wi h_re;
ceive you, Comnut your souls to _m;
and all will be x::e’ll with ven, for tim
or eternity.
an:i{e dead cannot, my friend, come 0
-ve us thisadvice ; yet, your own hr.j_arl
may tell you, that such is theldad\_:lf;
which glorified spirits WOWE g‘; .
guch is the advice which the wor
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God imparts,  Come, then, unto €h
and live for ever.

My vouthful reader, observe, that
many of the pleasing instances of the
power of religion, which this volume.
details, were instances of its power,
over the hearts of the young. They
are records of” the trinmphs of early
piety ; and some of the painful accounts
which are introduced here, show you
the sad effeets of youthful sins, Take
one more glance at the pleasing narra-
tives, Behold the young, as yvoung as
vourself] or perhaps younger, cheerful-
ly resigning this world, and all in it, to
go to God, and to lIPﬂV{'II. See them
passing thruugh sickness, without one
wish to recover. See them welcome
death, nor *cast one longing, lingering
look behind.” Could you o this ¥ Per-
haps you feel that nothing is to you
more impossible. But why is itso? Is.
it not because therr Saviour is not your
Saviour 7 Were he yours the sting of’
death would be gone. Seek him, my
voung friend, Seek an interest in lis
death and righteousness, Pray for his
strengthening, changing Spirit; and,
with Mary, choose the good part, whick
can never be taken away from you,
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