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PREFACE.

Ta1s little volume is designed ag an
istructive and edifying companion for
young persons.. The Author wishes
it to be regarded as containing the
seeds of important principles and
truths, which, by the reader’s reflection
and serious consideration, may germin-
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ate and be productive of such fruits of

piety as may tend to the promotion of

spiritual happiness, and the extension
of the Savior's kingdom in the world.
He commends it especially to the eld-
er scholars and junior teachers of our
Sabbath schools, for whose welfare
too much of the pious care and active
labor of the church of Chrnst cannot
possibly be expended

In this day of extensive reading,
and cheap publications, if the present
mite should, in the least degree, ennch
the common treasury of useful works
for the voung, the design of the Aunthor
will be t'fﬂ,‘ﬂ'ill‘.l”}' realized. * That
our sons may be as plants grown up
in their youth, that our danghters may

be as comer stones polished after

PREFACE. 11

the similitude of a palace,” and that
the rising generation may be eminent-
ly intelligent, hous, and useful, is the
sincere and fervent prayer of the wn-
ter.

3, St. Johw's Wood Grove.
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THE YOUTHFUL CHRISTIAN.

PART I.

e

INSTRUCTIONS.

CHAPTER L.

Knowledge.—The Deity.—~The Holy Scriptures.—The
Infidel who began to Read.—The Practical Use of
the Word of God.

For the soul to be without knowl-
edge is not good. Ignorance is the
bane and blight of the mind. It is the
night and darkness of the soul. Itis
positively injurious, and fraught with a
variety of distressing evils. The soul
was designed and capacitated for the
possession and advancement in knowl-
edge. The understanding was spe-
cially given to be the faculty of light,
and the judgment the faculty of truth

and correct decision. When knowls
1
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edge is wanting the understanding is
like the sun eclipsed, or as the mists
which exclude his radiant beams from
our vision. And the judgment cannot
act without information; and of course
the soul must be manifestly exposed
to every poisonous error. It is not ev-
ery kind of knowledge that is intimate-
ly associated with true religion. But
thorough ignorance of every kind, both
in the mass and in the detail, is unfa-
vorable to it.

A knowledge of the works of nature
is much more likely to lead the mind
to reverence the great Author of all
things, than ignorance of these things.
A knowledge of science, and philoso-
phy, and history, is not unfriendly to
the spiritual elevation of the mind.—
But it may exist alone. It may even
be possessed by the irreligious, and by
those who hate and oppose it. And
the highest degree of any or all of these
kinds of knowledge cannot savingly
enlighten the eyes. A knowledge of
God as the first great cause of all
things, the eternal source of all exis-

THE DEITY. 9

tence, who is spiritual in his essence,
unchangeable in his nature, who pos-
sesses almighty power, infinite wisdom
and knowledge, who is of spotless puri-
ty, perfect righteousness and truth, un-
bounded goodness and merey; a
knowledge of God as the creator of
worlds, the governor of the universe,
whose administrations are just and
righteous altogether; a clear and full
knowledge of God is only presented
to us in his holy word. Well may it
be styled, “the word of God,” not on-
ly as proceeding from heaven, but con-
taining a full and blessed revelation of
his nature and perfections. How de-
sirable to know God; to behold his
glories in the scriptures of truth; to
know what he loves and what he
hates; what he has commanded and
what he has forbidden; what he re-
quires and what he prohibits; what
will ensure his favor'and what will ex-
pose us to his wrathful displeasure.—
However we may value a knowledge
of other subjects, this must be the ba-
sis of all spiritual happiness. My young
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friends, what views have you of Dei--
ty? Listen with holy awe to the tes-

timony of the oracles of truth. The

revelation given of the blessed God in-

cludes— _
His eternity. “ He is the high and

‘lofty One that inhabiteth eternity,”.

Isatah lii. 15. g ¥ el B
- His unchangeableness. “ With whom
is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning,” James 1. 17. L
- His almighty power. * Thine, - O.

Lord, is the greatness, and the power,’
- and the glory, and the victory, and the
majesty, for all that is in the heaven:

and in the earth is thine ; thine is the

+ kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalt-

ed as head above all,”'1 Chron. xxix.
3. '

- whom took he counsel, and who in-

£

structed him, and taught him in the-
path of judgment, and taught him:
knowledge, and showed him the way
of understanding ?” Isaiah x1. 14, .~

- “ Known unto God are all his works -

'3

- Knowledge of all things., '+ Wlth |

THE DEITY. i1

from the beginning of the world,” Acts
xv. 18, = & N e P o ol R
“« O Lord, thou hast searched me

and known me. Thou. knowest my

down-sitting and mine up-rising; thou
nnderstandest my thought afar off—

‘Thou compassest my path and my ly-

ing down, and art acquainted with all
my ways. For there is not a word in
my tongue, but lo, O Lord, thou know-
est it altogether,” Psalin cxxxix. 1—4.

His ommipresence. “ Whither shall
I go from thy Spirit? or whither shall
I flee from thy presence? If I ascend
up into heaven, thon art there; if I
make my bed in hell, behold thou art
there. If I take the wings of the
morning, and dwell in the uttermost
parts of the sea, even' there shall thy
hand lead me, and thy right hand shall
hold me,” Psalm exxxix. 7—10. = . -

His perfect wisdom. . “ O Lord, how
manifold are thy works! in wisdom
I;z-st thou made them gll,” Psalm civ:

- #

“ The Lord by wisdom hath formed

- the earth, by understanding hath he
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since they were written, by some of
the wisest and best of mankind.

2. They have never yet been prov-
ed to be forgeries. Neither the per-
sons by whom, nor the country in
which, nor the time at which they
were forged, has ever been asserted
by the most daring unbelievers.

3. Itis difficult to believe that bad
men of any class would write a beok
so holy as the Bible. Bad kings would
not write a book in which oppression
and tyranny were denounced. Bad
priests would not write a book so se-
vere against hirelings, and wicked
teachers, and false prophets.

4. Good men would net write lies
or say they were directed of God. if
they were not. ’

5. Besides, what end was th -
duction of such a book to ensufen.’l—ri
There is not a volume in the world so
severe against every kind of selfish-
ness and injustice. It condemns ev-
ery kind of wickedness. It is so striet
that it disallows all evil thoughts and
dle words.

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 15

6. It has never been received as
God’s word in any country or nation,
without producing the most elevating
effects in the manners and lives of the
people. Its finit is invariably good.—
Its streams are always pure. Its in-
fluences always moral.

7. Whenever persons cordially be-
lieve and revere it, it makes them both
holy and happy. It changes the pro-
fane man, and makes him a man of
prayer ; the dissipated man, and makes
him regular in his conduct; the wick-
ed man, and makes him upright; the
dishonest man, and makes him right-
eous ; and it always gives peace to the
mind, and real joy to the spirit. It
fills the soul with light and gladness;
with comfort and hope.

8. It has afforded believers abun-
dant consolation in adversity, sickness,
and death. We see this in the case
of Dr. Leechman, late principal of the

college of Glasgow. At the close of
life he thus addressed the son of a
worthy nobleman, who was designed
for the church, and the early part of



16 INSTRUCTIONS.

whose education had been much un-
der the doctor’s eye, “ You see the sit-
uation I am in. I have not many days
to live. Tam glad you have had an
opportunity of witnessing the tranquil-
ity of my last moments.  But it is not
tranquility and composure alone : it is
Joy and triumph ; it is complete exul-
tation.” His features kindled, his voice
rose as he spoke. “ And whence”
says he, “does this exultation spring ?
Frem that book,” (pointing to a Bible
that lay on the table,) “from that
bon_k, too much neglected indeed. but
which contains invalnable treasures —
treasures of joy and rejoicing' for it
makes us certain that this mortal shall
put on immortality.”

If we look at professed unbelievers
those who boast of their infidelity we
shall see the evident cunsequencés of
rejecting God’s holy word. Many of
these persons have been unprincipled
and corrupt in their lives and manners
None of them have ever been distin-
guished by superior morality than that
which is among Christians, and in no

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 17

case are we aware that it has ever
produced a real philanthropist, or an
individual distinguished for deep com-
passion and mercy to his fellow-men.
Its consolations have never been re-
ferred to, for what can that system
have to cheer which excludes the
blessed Deity from his own world, and
leaves man a prey to uncertainty, to
chance, and fears, and doubts? Unbe-
lievers in a divine revelation have gen-
erally been men who have been the
devotees of wit, and have directed
their ridicule against religion to gratify
the base enmity of the human heart,
and to please an ungodly world. Or
they have been proud and arrogant
men, who have elevated their own in-
tellect to the position Deity should oc-
cupy, and so presumptuously have de-
spised the revelation of his will. Or
they have been adventurers, who, anx-
10us to obtain notoriety, have been de-
termined, rather than be lost among
the superior lights of the Chrstian
hemisphere, to become glaring mete-
ors, attracting the gaze of minds simi-
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larly disposed to their own. In not a
few cases they have been the victims
of selfishness, and have been writers
and teachers of scepticism for gain.—
One thing we fearlessly assert, that a
professed unbeliever has never yet ap-
peared whose principles, or conduct
or mfluence were at all adapted to
ameliorate human misery, or bestow
real enjoyment to mankind.

How extremely foolish, then, for any
one to abandon the Seriptures for the
mere objections and cavilings of infi-
del minds. This is, indeed, giving up
wheat for chaff’; exchanging diamonds
for straw: the wholesome air for the
atmosphere of death. Let doubting
minds, at any rate, cling to the Serip-
tures until a better guide is provided :
one more holy, more sublime, more
merm_ful, and more suited to comfort
men in this world of sorrow, disease
and death. We add the following de.
lightful case, which we pray may prove
salutary to sceptical minds.

THE INFIDEL WHO BEGAN TO READ. 19

CASE OF AN INFIDEL WHO BEGAN TO
READ.

« There was a merchant of East
Tennessee, U. S., who belonged to
that class of men calling themselves
deists, who increased much in number
immediately after the revolutionary
struggle. All of them advocated mo-
rality of deportment, and few of them
practised it ; but this one of whom we
are writing did, and his walk was ex-
emplary. Truth he advocated and
practised. Any defect in this virtue,
seen in an acquaintance, was enough
to forfeit his esteem ever after. Dis-
honesty, or any deceptious dealing,
had his unmitigated scorn. He had,
in short, taken many of the Bible pre-
cepts without knowing where they
came from, and practised them with
unceasing vigilance. He would not
believe that the favorite principles of
his practice came originally from the
Bible: for he who scorned the very
name of * Bible, acted on these rules,
whilst many church members (profess-
ed lovers of the Bible) violated them
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shamefully. So long as the conduct
of many professors near him would by
no means compare with his own, he
was not hikely either to give credit to
the Bible for what principle his moth-
er, or others for her, had taught him of
its rules; or to become uneasy at his
condition, or convicted of sin. His
honor, hospitality, patriotism, benevo-
lence, and other excellencies, made
him a favorite with the world. But if
the world praised or admired him, how
much of an idol must he have been in
the eyes of his children as they grew
up. On their education he spared no
pains. For their happiness in life he
advanced all that good example, ad-
vice, money, vigilance, or unceasine
parental kindness could do. His chjﬁ
dren loved him as they might be ex-
pected to love such a father, who pos-
sessed both amiableness and ardor of
affections. They grew up hearing, as
early as they were capable of hearing
and knowing ever after, that he smiled
with scorn at the very name of Christ.
Part of the result may be anticipated.

t

THE INFIDEL WHO BEGAN TO READ. 21

His eldest son was an infidel. He
would not condemn Christianity with
that vehement confidence which be-
longed to older men, for he possessed
more modesty than many young per-
sons who were reared as he was. He
would even confess that many amia-
ble men, who had read more than ev-
er he had, did reverence the Bible;
but he did not believe. He would
even confess that investigation would
not be amiss for him on this subject;
but living in the amusements of life,
as he did, there was no likelihood that
he would ever go through the toils of
a faithful research. His father had
succeeded in teaching him excellent
moral principles, to the extent which
he himself practised, and he was cry-
ing peace to his conscience with little
cessation, if any. It was at length ob-
served that when professors of religion
acted amiss, and he spoke in disappro-
bation of their conduct, there was
more detestation of countenance and
more bitterness thrown into the tone
of his voice than usual. He began to
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notice their ill deserts more frequently
and more readily than those belonging
to other men. The hill down which
he was sliding was plain enongh to the
eye of those who know something of
the human heart and of the different
avenues by which men ean reach ruin.
The Lord, we believe, had it in view
that he should not descend that decliv-
1ty.

“He had called away from him a
young wife, by a slow and lingering
disease. She had time and mind to
think over forever and its endless con-
comitants. Before she bade him fare-
well, she exacted from him a promise
that he would read the Bible through
with the notes of Scott, ( Scott’s Fami-
ly Bible.) One of the choice rules in
which he had been educated, and up-
on which his whole system was built,
was never to forfeit his word. After her
departure, nothing short of impractica-
bility could have prevented the fulfill-
ment of his promise, should the task
be agreeable or disagreeable. He be-
gan, and read a portion every day. As

THE INFIDEL WHO BEGAN TO READ. 23

he progressed, his difficulties and his
objections were such as are commonly
made under like circumstances. Strong
minds or vivid intellects, strange to
tell, in this research will stumble over
cavils ridiculous for their imbecility,
such as in after days they can scarcely
believe, and did they not know it to be
so, never would believe could ever
have engaged their thoughts. He had
not finished the work before he had
made up his mind slowly and deliber-
ately, but entirely. He said in the
hearing of an assembled parlor, ‘7
believe the Scriptures to be the work of
wnspiration.’ His father asked him with
surprise and with a smile somewhat
sarcastic, ‘ And so you believe that
book the word of God? ¢I do, father,
said he, ‘I do indeed believe it sin-
cerely” [Reader, one item of this case
points out a truth which is important;
they do well who note and forget it
not.] There was a friend near who
heard this declaration, and who rejoic-
ed on the following account. He had
Uﬁe% felt concerned for the immortal
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welfare of the young infidel. Whilst
conversing together on the si\bject of
religion, the latter had often %id, ‘I
I believed the Bible, as Christidns say
they do, I would certainly obey it. T
would scarcely think or care for any
thing else save that eternity which
they expect, and that judgment which
they wait for.” If his friend should re-
mark to him that so we might all sup-
pose, but we were besotted by sin
and altered by the fall, and that the
Bible teaches of a state of soul be-
longing to us all which will lead us to
slumber on the edge of death, &c., ad-
ding, ¢ Perhaps if’ you did believe you
would move on much as you do now;’
he was answered, ‘Do you think I
would risk nnending darkness and mis-
ery, whilst my Creator was offering
me unending peace and splendor, for
the bare acceptance? No; I would
never be such a fool: if every other
man on earth were negligent, I do as-
sure you I would not be, with such a
prize as that at stake.
“Some months after he had made

— ——
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up his \mind concerning the verity of
the holy book, he was called on by his
friend, and the following conversation
(or substance of it) took place between
them.

“ Friend. *You say that you read
some in your Bible every day, how does
it appear to you now ? |

“ Answer. ‘1 find something new
and interesting almost every time I
open it. It is a singularly instructive
book.!

“ Friend. 1 rejoice that you read,
and I rejoice that it is not to you what
it once was, a book of tiresome 1nsi-
pidity, possessing your aversion.

“ Answer. ¢ The fault was mine, not
in the book. I was too ignorant to en-
joy it _

« Fyiend. * Yours is only a kind of
literary enjoyment in reading that
book, for I do not see your life chang-
ed any since your belief in it. You
once thought that you would not risk
an endless hell half an hour, that you
would not be contented a moment
without a title to heaven, if you believ-
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ed God had ordered the writing of that
volume.’

“ Answer. * That is another proof of
the truth of the Bible. Iam going on
stupidly, day after day. I never would
have believed it, no matter who inform-
ed me of it, that I should have acted
as I am now acting, and I know that
we are not thus infatuated in other
things. We do not act with this mad
imprudence in any thing else. It must
be that sin has some strange effect up-
on the soul.

“ For the sake of those who expect
to reach heaven, we add one sentence
here, which others need not read un-
less inclined. It will be pleasing to
some, and it does not take us long to
state, that this young man after a time
did obtain the Chnristian’s hope. He
hopes to see the author of a certain
commentary on the right hand side of
a throne that is kigh and white! We
should love to see them meet; but it
will not be the only feeling inter-
view,”#*

* Nelson’s Infidelity, p. 131,

PRACTICAL USE OF THE BIBLE. 27

Now, the use the young Christian
must make of the Scriptures, 1s wor-
thy of the most serious consideration.

To be truly and savingly benefitted
by the word of God, we must,

1. Receive it with feelings of su-
preme reverence on account of its ev-
er-blessed Author. It is not to be
handled lightly, or treated with flip-
pancy of manner or levity of spirit, but
with holy awe, with sacred fear, and
deep respect.

“The veneration of King Edward
the Sixth forthe Bible was very great.

So singular was the piety of this young
prince, that being about to take down
something which was above his reach,
one of his play-fellows offered him a
bossed-plated Bible to stand upon, and
heighten him to take what he desired.
Perceiving it to be a Bible, with holy
indignation he refused, and sharply re-
proved the person who offered it; it
being unfit that he should trample that
under his feet, which he ought to trea-
sure up in his head and heart.”

2. We must receive it with a sin-
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cere desire to understand it. That is
a very important question which was
put to the Ethiopian eunuch, “ Under-
standest thon what thou readest?’ It
18 clear that the most profound and
learned will find many things both too
deep and too sublime for human com-
prehension. But this remark will not
apply to the greater portion of the Ho-
ly Scriptures. The essentials of re-
ligious truth are as clear as crystal. The
precepts of religious truth are written
as with a sunbeam. The facts, and nar-
ratives, and biographies of the word of
God are penned in a spirit of inimitable
simplicity. The gospels, which reveal
the person, and work, and discourses,
and miracles of Christ, are so plain asto
commend themselves to the mind of
the most illiterate, and to the under-
standing of a child. Yet with all this,
the pages of the Bible may be turned
over so negligently as not to leave the
traces of knowledge on the mind of the
reader. We must seek to understand.
We must labor to do so; read and re-
read until the mind is enlightened ;

PRACTICAL USE OF THE BIBLE. 29

pray for the Spirit of holy anointing
that we may know all things.

3. We mustseek te be imbued with
the spirit of the divine word, so as to
enter into the design of the wrnters,
and if possible attain the very spmt
and emotions under which they wrote;
so that the breathing thoughts and
burning words of living truth may af-
fect us with a kind of inspiring influ-
ence.

4. We must resolve to exemplify
what we read; to embody it in our
conversation, and feelings, and actions.
This is the great end of the Scriptures,
that the word of Christ may dwell n
us richly in all wisdom, that as milk it
may nourish ns and cause spiritual
growth. We should commence and
conclude the reading of the divine
word with a sense of the importance
of practising it; as expressed in the
words of the poet, |

“ Make me to walk in thy commands,

"Tis a delightful road ;
Nor let my head, nor heart, nor hands,

Offend against my God.”

5. Let the Secriptures be our fre-
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quent study and meditation. Read
in the word of God every day. Be as
anxious for it as for your daily food.

Prize these truths more than thous-
ands of gold and silver. Meditate on
them by evening dawn and morning
light. Think of them as you walk b;
the way and as you labor with your
hands. Have a small portion stored
up for the services of the day, so soon
as you rise, and let the channels of
your thoughts thus be supplied with
the pure and gracious streams of heav-
fmly truth. Seek to realize the bless-
ings they reveal, and the present en-
joyment of the promises with which
they are imbued. Remember this
that the whole land of gospel wealth
is for your possession. 1Itis all yours
by the free gift of God, and it is his
blessed will that youn should be filled
with all the goodness and wisdom of
his holy word.

CHAPTER IL

Testimonies of Great und Good Men to the Excellen-
cy of the Holy Scriptures.—The Dying Deist.

Kine ALFrED, justly styled the Great,
labored under many difficulties in ref-
erence to obtaining secriptural knowl-
edge, which we have never experien-
ced, and manifested an attachment to
the sacred volume not often seen now.
In those dark ages learning was con-
sidered rather a reproach than an hon-
or to a prince. In addition to which,
his kingdom, for many years, was the
seat of incessant war. Yet, notwith-
standing all this, Alfred found oppor-
tunity not only to read the word of
God, but actunally to copy out all the
Psalms of David, which book he con-
stantly carried in his bosom. That he
profited greatly from reading the serip-
tures is no matter of surprise, when
we learn that, after the example of
David, he earnestly sought divine
teaching, and prayed that the Lord
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would open his eyes, that he might
understand his law. He frequently
entered the churches secretly in the
night for prayer, and there lamented,
with sighs, his want of more acquain-
tance with divine wisdom. Having
drunk into the spirit of the Bible, and
experienced the rich consolation it af-
fords, in setting before the burdened
sinner a free and full salvation in Je-
sus, he naturally felt anxious to com-
municate the blessing to all around ;
he therefore commenced a translation
of the psalmsinto Anglo-Saxon, though
he did not, however, live to finish the
work.

Sirk Marraew Hare. “ I have been
acquainted somewhat with men and
books; I have had long experience in
learning, and in the world; there is no
book like the Bible for excellent learn-
ing, wisdom, and use, and it is want
of understanding in them who think
or speak otherwise.”—Letter to one of
has sons.

Sarnmasivs. This great and emi-
nent French scholar, after all his study,

SELDEN. 33

and labor, and honor, went out of the
world with this sorrowful reflection,
“ Oh! I have lost a world of time; of
time, the most precious thing in the
world ; whereof had 1 but one year
longer, it should all be spent in David’s
psalms, and Paul’s epistles.”

SerLpeEN. This famous person, one
of the most eminent philosophers and
most learned men of his time, who
had taken a diligent survey of antiqui-
ty, and what knowledge was consider-
able amongst Jews, heathens, and
Christians, and read, perhaps, as much
as any man ever did, towards the lat-
ter end of his days, declared to Arch-
bishop Usher, that notwithstanding he
had been so laborious in his inquiries,
and curious in his colleetions, and had
possessed himself of a treasure of
books and manuseripts upon all an-
cient subjects, yet he conld rest his soul
on none save the scriptures. _

Sz Curistopner Harron. This
great statesman, a little before his
death, advised his relations to be ser-
ous in searching after the will of God

—— e

a

P ———
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in his holy word, “ For,” said he, ‘it
1s deservedly accounted a piece of ex-
cellent knowledge to understand the
laws of the land, and the customs of a
man's country; how much more to
know the statutes of heaven, and the
laws of eternity, those immutable and
eternal laws of justice and righteous-
ness; to know the will and pleasure
of the great Monarch and universal
King. I have seen an end of all per-
fection, but the commandments of God
are exceedingly broad.”

Jonn Locke, Esq. “As the lively
oracles, the Holy Seriptures are con-
fessedly an immense blessing and in-
exhaustible treasure, which the divine
wisdom and bounty have adapted to
all the purposes of a holy life, direct-
ing us to a cure for every disease of
the soul, considered both in a moral
and theological sense. The display-
ing the authority, use, and excellency
of them, must have a direct tendency,
not only to excite our curiosity, but to
animate our desire and impatience to
be thoroughly acquainted with the

=
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contents of them. These, therefa;e,
resemble the leaves of the tree of life
which were appointed for the healing
of the nations ; and discover that pure
fountain, opened to the house of Da-
vid, and to the inhabitants of Jerasa-
lem, for sin and for uncleanness. And
we may affirm of the holy scriptures
what St. Paul attributes to his own
preaching, that in them 1s {}eclnred the
whole counsel of God’s will ; namely,
that instruction in faith, and that reg-
ulation in practice, which 1s able to
make us wise unto salvation, and thor-
oughly furnished unto alllgoﬂd works.
And, indeed, the perfection, the ful-
ness, the comprehension of the holy
seriptures is truly astonishing. . . . . .
So that those who disguise or dises-
teem the holy seriptures, may be listed
under some of these denominations:
the proud, heady, high-minded, super-
ficial boasters ; the low, carnal, indo-
lent, heavy sensualists; the confident,
malicious, raging, wicked hearts of un-
belief.”—See Works. : :
Sre Pminre Sioney. This polite
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scholar and valiant soldier left his fare-
well among his friends in these words,
“ Love my memory, cherish my friends,
but above all, govern your wills and af-
fections by the will and word of your
Creator. In me behold the end of
this world, and all its vanities.”

Monsievr BoiLeav. “ Every word
and syllable of the Bible ought to be
adored. It not only cannot be enough
admired, but it cannot be too much
admired.”

Sir Ricuarp Brackmore. “ I would
not derogate from the true value of
classical knowledge. The Greek and
Latin poets should be studied, that we
may understand those languages of
which there i1s such a manifest neces-
sity ; but 'tis most evident that for the
sense, for the noble and sublime
thoughts, and, what is more than all
considerations, for the forming a man’s
mind according to the justest ideas of
virtue and true wisdom, and thereby
promoting his honor and his happiness,
the poetical parts of the seripture have
an infinite advantage above all others
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put together ; and therefore, one would
think, should not be less worthy of a
Christian’s study and application, than
Homer and his followers.”

Lorp Lyrrreton. “ What then?
shall man presume that his weak and
narrow understanding is sufficient to
gnide him into all truth without any
need of revelation or faith? Shall he
complain that the ways of God are not
like his ways,and past his finding out?
True philosophy, as well as true Chris-
tianity, would teach us a wiser and
more modest part. It would teach us
to be content within those bounds
which God has assigned to us, ‘ casting
down imaginations, and every high
thing that exalteth itself against the
knowledge of God, and bringing mto
captivity every thought to the obedi-
ence of Christ.”

Sir Isaac NewTon, universally al-
lowed to be the ablest philosopher and
mathematician that this or perhaps
any other nation has produced, is also
well known to have been a firm be-
liever, and a sincere Christian. This
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great man applied himself, with the
utmost attention, to the study of the
holy scriptures,and considered the sev-
eral parts of them with an uncommon
exactness; particularly as to the order
of time, and the series of prophecies
and events relating to the Messiah;
upon which he left behind him an
elaborate discourse, to prove that the
famous prophecy of Daniel's weeks,
which has been so industriously per-
verted by the deists of our times, was
an express prophecy of the coming of
the Messiah, and received its full ac-
complishment in the Lord Jesus Christ.
What passed on a certain occasion be-
tween Sir Isaac and the famous Dr.
Halley, is much to the honor of the di-
vine word. Dr. Halley, who was a
professed infidel, throwing out some
indecent reflections upon Christianity,
Sir Isaac stopped him short, and ad-
dressed him in these or the like words,
“ Dr. Halley, I am always glad to hear
you when you speak about astronomy
or any part of the mathematics, be-
cause that is a subject you have studi-
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ed, and well understand; but you
should not talk of Christianity, for you
have not studied it. I have, and am
certain you know nothing of the mat-
ter.” .

It is said of the same great man,
that though he entered further into the
depths of philosophy than ever mortal
before him, yet he accounted the serip-
tures of God to be the most sublime
philosophy, and never mentioned his
Creator’s name without an awful pause
of adoration, wonder, and self-abase-
ment,

EvEN THE sceEpTicaL Lorp Boring-
BROKE. “ There are passages in serip-
ture which give most sublime ideas of
the majesty of the Supreme Being.
The conceptions which the Jews en-
tertained of the Supreme Being were
very orthodox in the eye of reason;
and their psalmists and their prophets
strained their imaginations to express
the most elevated sentiments of God
and of his works, and of the methods
of his providence. No religion ever
appeared in the world whose natural

3
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tendency was so much directed to pro-
mote the peace and happiness of man-
kind as Christianity. No system can
be more simple and plain than that of
natural religion, as it stands in the gos-
pel. The system of religion which
Christ published, and his evangelists
recorded, is a complete system to all
the purposes of religion, natural and
revealed. Christianity, as it standsin
the gospel, contains not only a com-
plete, but a very plain system of re-
ligion. The gospel is, in all cases, one
continued lesson of the strictest mor-
ality, of justice, of benevolence, and of
universal charity.”— Works.

James EArL or MarLBOROUGH, @ lit-
tle before his death, in the battle at
sea on the coast of Holland, . p. 1665,
wrote the following letter to Sir Hugh
Pollard, comptroller of his majesty’s
household.

“ God, in his infinite mercy, hath
given us his holy word, in which, as
there are many things hard to be un-
derstood, so there is enough plain and
easy to quiet our minds, and direct us
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concerning our future being. I con-
fess to God and you, I have been a
great neglecter, and, I fear, despiser of
it; God, of his infinite mercy, pardon
me the dreadful fault. But when I
retired myself from the noise and de-
ceitful vanity of the world, I found no
comfort in any other resolution than
what I had from thence. Icommend,
from the bottom of my heart, the same
to your (I hope) happy use. Dear
Sir Hugh, let us be more generous
than to believe we die as the beasts
that perish, but with a Christian, man-
ly, brave resolution, look to what is
eternal. 1 will not trouble you fur-
ther. The only great God, and holy
God, Father, Son,and Holy Ghost, di-
rect you to an happy end of your life,
and send us a joyful resurrection.
““ So prays your dear friend,
MARLBOROUGH.”
“ Old James, near the coast of Hol-
land, April 24th, 1665.

Lorp Carterer. Viscount Carter-
et, who was Lord Lieutenant of Tre-
land in 1724, could repeat from mem-
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ory the whole of the New Testament
from the first chapter of Matthew t(::
the end of Revelations. It was as-
tonishing to hear him quote very long
passages from it, with as much accur-
acy as if he were reading a book.

AWFUL EFFECTS OF SCEPTICISM EXHIB-
ITED IN THE DEATH OF A DEIST.

- “The young man who is the sub-
ject of the following poetical lines, I
knew,” says an American writer
“ When I was at the university, where
he was considered a youth of splendid
acquirements and brilliant talents. He
read Paine and Voltaire, and unfortu-
nately imbibed their horrible opinions
and believed in their annihilating doe-
trines. I often remonstrated with
him, but being superior to me in point
of intellect, he laughed me to scorn
while he ridiculed Christianity, the
glory of the world. ’
_Ah! said I, your doectrine may do to
live with, but it will not do in the aw-
ful hour of death, when the greedy
grave opens before you. Should you

THE DYING DEIST. 43

live longer than I, returned the young
man, I will show you how a philoso-
pher can die, or, as you term me, a
sceptic. Poor fellow! he little thought
that T should live to witness his death,
one of the most horrible and heart-
rending scenes that 1 ever beheld, and
I hope in God that I may never wit-
ness such another. Oh! that agoniz-
ing look is now before me, and his
groans of penitence and terror, and of
hopeless misery and remorse, still ring
in my ears. God grant that when the
things of life are fading from my view,
and the vista of the future is opening
before me, the sun of my existence
may go down without a cloud, and that
I may go to the grave in the perfect
faith of the glorious gospel, which was
instilled into my mind in childhood, at
my affectionate and pious mother’s
knee. God grant that I may never
die the death of the deist, and that I
may never know the horrors of him
who was my fellow-student and friend,
who proved the fact that ‘with the
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talent of an angel a man may be a
fool.

. ‘I saw him in the bloom of youth,
Ere he had felt afliction’s rod ;

He spurned the sacred book of truth,
The glorious gospel of our God ;

' And scorned the almighty Power above,
Whose eve creation’s scope may scan,

And read the source of hate or love,
Within the heurt of thankless man.

To him a gracious God had given
The gift of genius, to survey
The wondrous works of enrth and heaven,
Spread out in beautiful array ;
But, ah ! creation, to his sight,
Was but a wild, a rude romance ;
Sprung from the realms of rayless night,
By dark and undesigning Cuaxce.

He saw the charming seasons change,

And flowers bloom out and blush for man
But in nll nature’s radiant range, ’

The MicuTy Mixp he could not scan.
Each spire of grass, ench being born,

Should have convinced a mind so wise ;
And yet, he even laughed to scorn

A suffering Bavior’s sacrifice,

I saw the dying deist roll
Upon an agonizing bed ;
Hell’s horrors harrowed up his soul,
His eye-balls starting from his head ;
With streaming eyes I saw him stretch
His impious hands to heaven, in prayer;
Save ! save ! oh, save, he cried, a wretch,
Whose sonl is shronded in despair.

Death’s darkest angel o’er him waved

His gloomy wings, to wafl away
The sceptic’s spirit, and he raved,

And wept, and prayed for one more day.
Philosophy, thou fool ! say, where

THE DYING DEIST.

Was now thy sweet consoling power ?
Where was thy balm for his despair,
In dissolution’s awful hour ?

1 saw him gathered to the grave,
In Christian holiness unborn ;
He died cold scepticism’s slave,
All unforgiven and forlorn :
With genius worthy Heaven’s abode,
But with a hopeless heart of pride ;
Rent by the awfal wrath of God,
The poor unhappy deist died.

What madness ’tis in man to mar
The joys which God has kindly given;
And blot out Bethlehem’s beauteons star,
Whose light illumes our path to heaven !
"Tis vain to strive—no power may stay
The will and pleasure of our Lord ;
Hell’s deep, dark dungeons must obey,
And heaven and earth receive his word.”

45



CHAPTER III.

THE CHRISTIAN SYSTEM.

Man’s Ruin.—Redemption.—The Blessings of Balva-

tion.—Repentance.—Faith.—Profession.—Holiness.

—Faithfulness.

In the divine system of the Christian
religion, the following truths have a
very peculiar prominence, and are es-
sentials of it.

1. The sinfulness of human nature.—
The heart of man is corrupt and de-
ceitful. It is compared to a cage of
unclean birds. It is called the plague
of the heart. It resembles an impure
fountain, or the root of a bad tree. The
sinfulness is evident in the utter want
of conformity te the law of God, in the
desires, and affections, and thoughts.
This is evident from the uneasy state
of the conscience, and from the enmi-
ty there exists with respect to God and
holy things. From such a source, we
need not be surprised that every pos-
sible evil flows. Hence Christ says,
“ For from within, out of the heart of
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man, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries,
fornications, murders, thefts, covetous-

ness, wickedness, deceit, lascivious-

ness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride,
foolishness : all these evil things come

from within and defile the man,” Mark
vil. 21—23. Thus the lips become de-
filed ; the conversation often foolish,
corrupt, and wicked ; the life ungodly;
—a life of dissipation and prodigality,
of worldliness and pleasure-taking, or
vanity and show, or pride and osten-
tation ; time murdered, guilt incurred,
God provoked, and eternity neglected.
Now, to some extent, this 1s the state
of all mankind. For all, ike sheep,
have gone astray, every one has gone
in his own way. “There is none
righteous, no, not one.” God has pro-
claimed all to be guilty, he has repre-
sented all to be under sin, and in their
natural condition, enemies to himself
by wicked works. Such a state neces-
sarily exposes its victims to dangem
danger the most imminent and awful ;
under the curse of God's righteous
law : the subjects of his terrific threat-
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enings, and exposed to the divine an-
ger; for he is angry with the wicked
every day; in danger of being arrested
by death any instant, and then being
cast into the prison-house of hell
where the worm dieth not, and the
fire is not quenched. The wicked are
often overtaken by divine wrath, and
by one stroke, removed into an awful
eternity. Destruction sometimes comes
as a whirlwind, and in a moment they
are swept away from a world of hope
and state of probation. And for this
guilt, and misery, and peril,

2. Their is no human remedy. None
within our own hearts. None within
the power of those around us. No
earthly physician can cure this plague.
No earthly friend can deliver from this
misery. Neither learning, nor knowl-
edge, nor education, nor our own reso-
lutions alone, can extricate us from
this horrible pit, and this miry clay.
No more can a man change his own
nature, than the Ethiopian the color of
his skin. Men may assuredly avoid
the excesses of riot, in which many a-
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round them may indulge. But the
heart, the seat of evil, is unalterable,
except by a higher power than that
which the natural man possesses. To
feel this—to be conscious of this, is
one of the most favorable symptoms of
a sinner's conversion; for we must
feel this deeply, and bemoan ourselves
before God, ere we shall be prepar-
ed to rejoice in the tidings of a provi-
ded Savior. But,

3. We have revealed to us #he re-
demption of man, and a full provision
of mercy for his guilty condition. The
Redeemer is the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Holy One of Israel; the beloved,
co-equal Son of God; the brightness
of the Father's glory, and the express
image of his person; possessed of all
his glorious titles and perfections ; the
creator of all worlds, and the moral
governor of the universe; the Lord of
all, having life and immortality in him-
self; the fountain of all existence and
enjoyment. Our Redeemer, therefore,
is the being who made us for himself’;
the being whose laws we violated, and
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whose authority we despised. Yet
he remembered us in our low estate,
for his mercy endureth forever.

* He saw us ruined in the fill,
Yet loved us notwithstanding all.”

He became incarnate in our flesh,
took our nature, and became a real
man ; was born of a woman, made un-
der the law, and thus became the
brother of the guilty sinner. He be-
came poor, a man of sorrows, and ac-
quainted with griefs. He lived a holy
life, obeyed all the law of God, taught
the way to heaven perfectly, left a
spotless example for our imitation, died
an ignominious death on our behalf,
in our room and stead ; the just for the
unjust. He bore our guilt in his own
body on the tree. He gave his life
ransom for the world, and, by the fa-
vor of God, tasted death for every
man. He also rose from the dead,
opened the grave, and thus became
the reswrection and the life. He then
ascended on high, sat down at his
Father's right hand, and assumed the
rule and authority over all things : sent

PARDON. ol

down his Holy Spirit upon his apos-
tles and fnlluw‘j:ars,pwhnm he ha_.d com-
manded to preach the glad tidings of
mercy in all the world, and to every
creature. Here we see, then, that the
person of the Savior was God’s only
Son in our nature; that the price was
his own blood, and that the effect is
this,—'ercy is now freely offered to
all mankind. ¢ Thus it is written, and
thus it behoved Christ to su ffer, and
to rise from the dead the third day,
and that repentance and remission of
sins shonld be preached in his name
among all nations, beginning at Jeru-
salem, Luke xxiv. 46, 47. But let us
notice, '

4. The peculiar blessings and advan-
tages which are offered to us through
the redemption of the Lord Jesus.—
The first is pardon, or the full forgive-
ness of all our sins; the blotting out of
all guilt and the remission of the sen-
tence which God had justly attached
to iniquity. In the mind of God, ev-
ery evil word, and thought, and deed,
are exactly remembered, and remem-
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bered to be published against us at the
last day, in order to our just punish-
ment. But God offers to blot out all
our sms; to justify us freely, that is, to
treat with us as persons against whom
no charge exists; to allow all our past
mqudness to be cast into the sea of
oblivion, to be remembered against us
no more forever.

~ Of course, with the removal of our
sins, the condemnation ceases, and the
wrath and peril are removed. See
Romans v. 10, “ For if when we were
enemies we were reconcil
by the death of his Son, I;Sﬂ;ﬂ mGw;g
being reconciled, we shall be saved by
hls life.” Also Rom. viii. 1, “ There
1s therefore now no condemnation to
them who are in Christ Jesus, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit.” How necessary then, how
all-desirable and essential is forgive-
ness of sin. To be freed from the
load of guilt which would cover us
with shame at the last day, and sink
our souls into the burning lake for ev-
er and ever. Guilt must either be
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punished or forgiven. It cannot rest
on us without ruinous consequences.
It is opposed to the moral government
of God, and must exclude both from
his favor and presence. How great,
then, is the blessing of pardon! A free,
full, gracious, and everlasting pardon.
This inexpressible blessing 1s pro-
claimed to us in the gospel. The
Lord of our redemption is ready to par-
don, and he waits to be gracious. He
delighteth in mercy, and “whoso com-
eth to him he will in no wise cast
out.”

Pardon is connected with regenera-
tion. In regeneration, an entire change
of heart is produced; for “if any man
be in Christ, he is a new creature, old
things are passed away, and all things
become new.” The heart of stone is
taken away, and a heart of flesh im-
parted. The enmity of the mind a-
gainst God is slain, and filial love to
God is produced. The desires and
feelings are renewed. Sin 13 Now
hated and dreaded; holiness desired
and sought after. The mind which
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was camal, and earthly, and devilish
is now spiritual, heavenly, and divine.
For a new nature, is the mind and
Spuit of God implanted within us
Now, in this spiritnal change of heart
the fountain becomes purified, the root
of the tree made good, and a stable
foundation for real piety is laid. Re-
generation is inseparably associated
with
Adoption ; that is, the takine us i

the {'amil.y of God; recknnin:uss\:.r?:}?t
Gndjs children ; and giving us his chil-
dren’s name, “sons of God;” givine us
the children’s dress, the best mtiue :
giving us the children’s portion, a righ£
of access to the family table, and to
all the blessings of divine love. With
adoption, too, we have many great and
precious privileges. We become the
sgbjects of the divine care, of the di:
vine protection, and have an interest
in the providence of God. Wetare a]-
lowed to approach Jehovah at a1
times; to tell him our wants, and seek
the blessings we stand in need of
Besides, the holy comforting Spirit of

SANCTIFICATION, a0

God dwells in the hearts of his chil-
dren. “ Because we are sons, he sends
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts.”
Now adoption is followed by
Sanctification. Sanctification is com-
menced when we first experience the
converting and regenerating grace of
God. But then, every thing in the
Christian’s character is imperfect.—
There only exist the seeds or germs
of holy virtues and graces. And sanc-
tifying grace is necessary to our growth
and closer likeness to God, and daily
conformity to his image. This work,
therefore, is the gradual progress of the
sonl towards spiritual perfection, and
towards that meetness which 18 neces-
sary to the enjoyment of a holy heav-
en. 'To be sanctified wholly ought to
be our great and earnest desire; that
all sin may be destroyed within us,
that all graces and Christian virtues
may be maintained, and that we may
glorify God in all things, and finally
obtain a completeness for all the holy
services and employments of the tem-
ple of4G0d in heaven. Now this sanc-
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tification, or progressive holiness, is
constantly insisted upon in the divine
word,—*“ This is the will of God, even
your sanctification,” 1 Thess. iv. 3.
“ The very God of peace sanctify you
wholly ; and I pray God your whole
spirit, and soul, and body be preserved
blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ,” 1 Thess. v 23. “ Let
us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness
of flesh and spirit,” 2 Cor. vii. 1. See
Isz_uah 1. 16, li. 11; James iv. 8: Ps
CXIX. 9; how the blessines of séh'ra-'
tion are to be realized B?ld received
How very solemn and momentous tha.t.
question, What must I do to be saved ?
The very question, however, suppgge%
that salvation is desired; that there 1-—.,
conviction of the necessity of it. "Phe
hearing of the gospel and the word of
God must show the thoughtful and
pﬂnsidemte person that there is noth-
ing so truly important as the salvation
of the soul; that to be delivered from
the power and evil of sin in this life

and its consequences in the life to
come, is indeed the one thing needful.

REPENTANCE.

God has graciously provided every
blessing necessary to this glorious re-
sult.

The way in which God bestows
these blessings is thus made known to
us in his word. He requires—

1. Repentance, which involves a
change of mind, and which is eviden-
ced by a total change of life. To re-
pent is to alter our mind, and to act
differently. Hence it is represented
as turning from sin, forsaking the way
of transgressors, fleeing from the wrath
to come, ceasing from evil, and tarn-
ing to the Lord, seeking God with the
whole heart: see Ezekiel xxxiil. 11.
Now, whenever a sinner turns from
his sing, he will feel the evil of sin, he
will dread it, he will be deeply sorry
for it, he will mourn over it. “The
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit:
a broken and a contrite heart, O God,
thon wilt not despise,” Psalm. L. 17.

His transgressions will be ever before
him. * Against thee, thee only have
I sinned, and done this evil in thy
sight,” &c., Psalm li. 4; see also ver.
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9, 10, “Hide thy face from my sins
and blot out all mine iniquities. Cre-
ate 1n me a clean heart, O God, and
renew a right spirit within me.” Thus
the prodigal, when he came to himself
that is, to know and feel his misery,
arose and went to his father. Repeu:
tance is sincerely returning from the
way of sin to God, whom we have of-
fended, that he may mercifully absolve
us from our sins, and lift upon us his
favorable countenance, « Take with
you words and turn to the Lord; sa
unto him, Take away all im'quity’ ang
Eecewe us graciously; so will we ren-
2.ar the calves of our lips,” Hosea xiv.
2. Repentance for sin

nected with faith in r&emﬁgeiﬂu-
Christ.  In repentance, prayer will slim
offered and mercy supplicated. Oﬁee
the cry will be heard, “ God be mer N
ful to me a sinner!” Tord, save nf s
and deliver my soul. Then it 1S th§£
the great remedy the gospel reveals
becomes of such inconceivable impor-
tance. For how can a holy and _l}'just
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God forgive sin, and receive the sin-
ner into his family? He can do it
honorably to himself throngh his be-
loved Son, who is the Mediator be-
tween God and man. Christ having
died for sinners, God through Christ can
freely pardon the guilty; for the Sa-
vior magnified the whole law, and
made full satisfaction in the atoning
sacrifice of his blood. He 1s “the
Lamb of God who taketh away the
sin of the world.” “ He bore our sins
in his own body on the tree.” Whoso
therefore believeth in him, receives
him, and trusts in his merit alone, shall
be saved. The repenting sinner, while
confessing his guilt before God, lays
the hand of his faith on the head of
Jesus, as the ground of his plea for the
mercy of God. He says,

“Pis just the sentence should tuke place;
"T'is just ; but, oh ! thy Son hath died.”

Now this faith honors God as the Fath-
er of the Lord Jesus Christ, and gives
all the glory of the scheme of redemp-
tion to his wisdom, love, and mercy.
It honors Christ by relying on his all-
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sufficiency and infinite merit. And
the soul thus brought to rest on Jesus
and find salvation 1 him, is filled ‘E;'iﬂ;
love, and esteems Christ to be the
peerless pearl above all price. The
simplicity and efficacy of faith are
clearly taught by the apostle; « For
Christ is the end of the law for right-
eousness to every one that believeth
For Moses describeth the rightenusnesa:.
which is of the law, That the man who
doeth those things shall live by them
But the righteousness which is of faith
speaketh on this wise, Say not in thin
heart, _’Whu shall ascend into heaven%
(that is, to bring Christ down from
above:) or, Who shall descend into the
deep? (that is, to bring up Christ
again from the dead.) But what saith
it? The word is nigh thee, even j
thy mouth and in thine heart’: that .is:].]L
the word of faith, which we preach:
that if thou shalt confess with thv
mouth the Lord Jesus, and “shalt be:s:
lieve in thine heart that God hath rais-
ed him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved. For with the heart man be-
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lieveth unto righteousness; and with
the mouth confession is made unto

salvation,” Rom. x. 4—10.
3 Faith in Jesus Christ must be con-

fessed. Whoso will be Christ’s disci-

ple must take up his cross and follow
him : follow him in all things, for
which he lived as an example.
Religion in its essence is a gracious
principle in the heart, which no eye
discerns but God’s. He only can search
the heart, and he only knows what is
in the heart of man. But he requires
that public evidence of our love to him
be made manifest, by associating with
his people, by entering into the fellow-
ship of true believers, and walking
inall his ordinances; cheerfully and
heartily confessing Christ before men.
The Christian must be a living, speak-
ing witness for Christ. He must con-
fess his trust and adherence to the Sa-
vior, and make it evident to all that
he has put on the Lord Jesus, that he
has died to sin, and is alive to right-
eousness. By searching the scriptures,
especially the Acts of the Apostles, it
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will be seen that this ord
ing Christ and uniting wi_l;ﬁfﬁlf;l]feesg-
ple was invariably followed '.I[)‘lﬁ-
was considered a part of iﬁmcﬁca?
gﬁ;lsthn}ty, and that the early Chris-
]nves E}ﬂggd Stﬂ tjestif'{ their supreme
| avior, by exalting his
name and making his cross thei 3
lic glorying and trust, see Acts ?iliip?g:
;1-11.1:{ 2%—-40; ix. 18; x. 47: Rom. iv.
3 leb. x. 22.  Having embraced the
rellgmn of Jesus, they first gave them
| f}f;f?:ugﬁ{im }11:; Lord, and then to
: ol the - 1
ciples, accuré’ing to t?;iﬂs;}ie]? iltldé 13‘
a‘]i‘he safety, honor, usefulness, and Ee-.
L enjoyment of the youthful Chris
tian, demand a careful and pious :
gard to this part of religious duty w
A profession of Christ must b
maintained by obedience 1o his pyg ;
ﬂan{:es a;:ad commandments. Hen s
Christ said to his disciples Teac}{la
them to observe “all things w:ha,tsn Cr
er I have commanded you,” M::t-
XXvii 20. So of the membe;s of th. .
church at Jerusalem it is recnrdede
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« And they continued steadfastly mn
the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship,
and in breaking of bread, and in pray-
ers” Aects ii. 42. A regard to the
Lord’s day, and to the Lord’'s people,
and the ordinances of his house will
ever distinguish those who love the
Savior in sincerity and in truth. They
will delight to regard these things, and
will cheerfully do so as a privilege to
which they have been called in the
gospel, and exalted by saving grace.
Those who value the blessed Jesus,
will obey from the heart his holy, rea-
sonable commands. They will de-
light in his law in the inward man.
His yoke will not be heavy nor his
burden oppressive. They will gladly
carry even the rugged, painful cross,
from grateful love to Zum who loved
them, and gave himself for them.”’
They will seek in all things to magni -
fy and please the Lord Jesus. Obe-
dience of heart and life will distinguish
those who are his disciples in truth.
This he requires, and having surren-
dered themselves they will yield this




o4 INSTRUCTIONS.

as their reasonable servic

dltmn' to personal ubedienceeiheig :fli
be evinced love to the cause of Christ
and compassion 10 souls. The will
show to those around what great t{]iﬂ
the Lord hath done for them. Thue!gr -
will recommend this Savior to «::nt}mergr
and labor to persuade men to be recon-
ciled to God. They will be witness-
Fs for Christ, and desire to diffuse the
ragrant odor of his name every where.

They will i ;
ke goet, exclaim, in the language of

*“The love of Christ d
oth me ¢
W'Ii'n seek the wand’ring souls r?fn::;:m
Tth cries, entrenties, teurs to save, |
0 snatch them from the gaping g;‘n?e

“ For this let men revile
No cross I shun, 1 I'enr'nl::ihr::nn:ﬁ‘
All hail reproach, and welcome pafn
Only thy terrors, Lord, restrain, \

“ Give me thy strength, O
Then let winds bhf-.m or t?:?i':l;errgt:-g”-;
Thy faithful witness will T be « ik

"Tis fixed j I can do all through thee,»

In young Christians honori
1n their lives and conversaticn gc,fig?ad
asswstance will be indispensable. ’ ;
‘Strength from on high must be pos-
sessed. Daily mercy must be receiv-
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ed, and grace to help in every time of
need. All the blessings of the divine
kingdom are to be sought and obtain-
ed by prayer. Constant prayer must
keep open all the channels of divine
love, and bring a supply of every bless-
ing into our souls. By this exercise,
the youthful Christian will grow in
arace, be supplied with sufficient vig-
or and power for the discharge of ev-
ery duty, and for warrng successfully
against the world, the flesh, and the
devil. “In all things by prayer and
sapplication, with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known unto
God.” And the engagement of Jeho-
vah is, that his children shall lack no
real good, that they shall have grace
and glory, and “no good thing will he
withhold from them who walk up-
rightly.” To feel a necessity for this,
and fervently to seek it, is of the great-
est importance to our spiritual welfare
and improvement. As in the king-
dom of nature, refreshing showers,
genial winds, and warming beams are
requisite for the produce of the earth
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and the increase of its fruits; so are
gracious rains, and spiritual winds, and
exhilarating rays of the Sun of right-
eousness to fruitfulness of soul, and
real prosperity in divine things. For
these, then, should we incessantly pray,
that our souls may be as a well water-
ed garden, green, fragrant, and fruitful.
We should feel the necessity of holy
fertility, and under this impression pray
constantly that divine things may pros-
per in our souls. Deprecate spiritual
barrenness, and when the soul is dark
or cold, exclaim,

“ Dearest Savior, hasten hither ;
Thou canst make it bloom ugain ;
Oh, permit it not to wither ;
Let not all onr hopes be vain.
Lord revive us,
All our help must come from thee.”




PART II

e ———

COUNSELS.

CHAPTER 1.

WEe should begin to serve Chnst
early. Every argument and reason
that can be brought forward in favor
of religion at all, may fairly be advanc-
ed in favor of early religion. Surely
we never can be wise too early, and
prudent, and upright; and good. It
cannot ever be too early to know God,
to understand his glorious character
and blessed will. It never can be too
early to fear him, love him, obey him,
and enjoy his favor. Of course we
mean when there is a capacity to
know and do these things. Infant
children cannot be supposed to be in-
clnded in our address. Yetvery young
children have known the evil of sin,
and have prayed to be delivered from
it, and have given ewvery proof of sin-
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cerity. I should say children of four
or five years old can quite understand
the first elements of religion. Sam

el was not more than this when he bg-
gan to minister before the Lord. Whe :
children can discern what is evil an]cll
what is good; so soon as they can

fear, and hope, and love, and hate

they are capable of being impressed
w:;h the importance of divine things.
i 3. In early life it is much more ea:sy
erve the Lord. Sinful habits are
not f’nrmed‘; the roots of evil are not
so deeply imbedded in the heart: bad
Empenmt:es and tempers are not con
rmed ; the stream of wickedness mr
not so deep or wide ; the poison ﬂf‘ide-
pravity 1s not so universally diffused
over the heart and mind. Is it .
easier to return from a wrong wa umt
rmle_ than twenty? Isit not eas}?erlie
receive good before the soul is fill 3
with that which is wicked? Eesid:
the conscience is not so deﬁlea Illf;sl:
the judgment so infatnated, nnr, the
heart so enchanted, nor the will so
stubborn. Now, the word produces a
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keener and deeper effect; mow, proui-
ises allure more; now, threatenings
alarm more, and persuasions influence
more easily. Besides, there are many
precious promises to the youthful pi-
ous: “They that seek me early shall
find me.” It was the young disciple
John who was allowed to lean on the
Saviors bosom, and who was after-
wards exempted from a violent death.

o Tt is wiser to seek the Lord early.
A traveler who has a long journey be-
fore him, starts early. A laborer, who
has much to do, rises early, Now,
what journey so great as that from
earth to heaven? What work so tru-
ly arduous and all-essential as the
work of religion, in which is involved
the salvation of the soul.

3. Tt is connected with many great
and precious advantages. Numerous
snares are avoided. A variety of dead-
ly evils are escaped. Many, by early
sins, have ruined their health, squan-
dered their property, irreparably in-
jured their mental powers, and laid a
sure foundation for numerous woes in
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after life. Early piety favors all the
concerns of its possessors. It often
imparts vigor to the body, always en-
sures respectability to the character,
elevation to the mind, and that degree
of temporal prosperity which is rga.lly
most to be desired.

4. Early deaths strongly urge early
piety. A great number die in youth.
How awful to die without religion !
For there is no hope in death but that
which religion imparts. To die ene-
mies to God, rejecters of Jesus Christ;
to die the victims of sin, the creatures
of vanity without any preparedness for
the eternal world, how terrible! How
much to be dreaded! The following
well authenticated narrative refers to
one whose religious education had
been neglected by her parents, and
who died in great horror of mind.

“ A young lady, the darling of her
parents, and who was brought up in
all the follies of fashion, till she was
completely imbued with the spirit of
the world, was suddenly taken ill,
Great alarm was excited. No less than
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three physicians were called to rescue
this favorite child from death. They
gave in their opinion that she could
survive the attack only a few housr.
An awful silence ensued, interrupted
only by the sobs of a fond mother al-
most broken-hearted. Collecting all
her strength, she requested that her
gay companions might be sent for.
They came, and with great anxiety
entered this mansion of misery. On
seeing her associates in folly, she ad-
dressed them to the following effect;
— T am going to die! How awfully
have we neglected God and religion,
and mispent our valuable time ! With
my dying breath I exhort you to re-
pent before it be too late. Then, in
the presence of the fashionable young
people, she thus addressed her own
father:; < You have been the unhappy
instrument of my being; you fostered
me in pride, and led me in the path of
sin; you never once warned me of
my danger; now, now it is too late.
In a few hours you will have to cover
me gith earth ; but remember, while
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you are casting earth upon my body,
my soul will be wn hell! and yuurselvgs
the miserable cause.’ Here she paus-

sg;xd presently closed her eyes in

DECISION.

In seeking the Lord at any time,
but especially in youth, decision is es-
sentially necessary. There are nu-
merous impediments in the way of
persons serving God at all times. The
hEﬂl:t, which is evil, and evil only, is
at direct variance with true piety. The
very atmosphere of the world is un-
friendly to piety. Often our associa-
tions in life are unfavorable to the ser-
vice of God. Satan, too, will tempt
and employ all his wiles to turn the
young inquirer from the way of right-
eousness. How clearly, then, is de-
cision necessary. The mind
firmly resolve; the step must be ?;:gf
lutely taken. Wavering will not do
There must be no parleying in the

matter. Mere thinking and reasoning
will not be sufficient. There must be
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immediate acting ; a prompt regard to

the claims of Christ; determinate

yielding up of ourselves to the Lord.

The whole soul must move in this

great work; the understanding and

judgment, the will, the affections, and
the conscience, must be brought to act
in favor of the Lord’s claims, and to
act at once. ‘This decision is often in-
culcated and pressed upon us in the
divine word ; “ Why halt ye between
two opinions? if the Lord be God
serve him.” “ Who is on the Lord’s
side?” « Strive to enter in at the strait
gate,” &e. “ The kingdom of heaven
suffereth violence, and the violent take
it by force” Bunyan describes his
pilgrim as running when he first set
out, but immediately his wife and chil-
dren begin to cry after him to return;
but the man put his fingers in his ears,
and ran on crying, “ Life! Life' Eter-
nal life!” "« So he looked not behind
him, but fled towards the middle of
the plain.”
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DEVOTEDNESS TO CHRIST.

_ A religious course, be i
cision, must be followed gl?; e?titr}; g::
votedness to Christ. Half-hearted-
ness or formality can confer no bliss
nor ensure any reward. It is of the
very greatest moment to consecrate
ourselves wholly to the Savior. His
claims are as extensive as our capabil-
ities ; he requires the heart in all its
- fervor of affection; the willing mind
with cheerfulness to listen to his com-
mands, and the ready feet to run with
delight in his ordinances blameless
Nuth.laf that we possess can reall be
blessed to us, if Christ be not hnngred
in it. He should have our talents i
fluence, and wealth ; he should h,au*b
the first and best of our time : and -
en the pursuits of business s’hnuldebv-
so ordered, that in these, as well .
whether we eat or drink, we sho ?3
seek his glory. The Christian inull
that relates to his life, is under ﬂa;
same sacred obligation to magnifE
Christ, and to show forth his praise R

Acceptable youthful piety should
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N

have all the freshness and fire of youth

about it. The love must be glowing-

ly ardent; the zeal steadily intense;

the spirit lively and active; and the

life uniformly obedient and pious. In
one word, religion must have the suv-

prEMACY : Christ must sit upon the
throne of the affections, having body,
soul, and spirit in willing subjection to
his gracious and blessed authority.
We must evince that we value it as
the pearl of great price; that we re-
gard it as the one thing needful ; that
we act in reference to it, not as a vain
thing, but as our Zfe. Thus § king
and possessing the kingdom of Christ,
and his righteousness first, we have
the surest ground for believing that all
other needful things shall be added
unto us. There can be no decided
excellence in religion without this.
Just in proportion to it we shall be
eminently holy, really useful, and tru-
ly happy. Just as the rapidity of a
<tone thrown from the hand depends
on the amount of power by which it
is propelled, so the true value of our
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piety will be in proporti
votedness to J. e£uspmd0nmt; ?:];gxi&
having entire supremacy within anﬁ
over us. By the mind of Newton be-
g so entirely devoted to philosoph
and that of Davy to chemistry Pdi%
the__v,r excel, and rise to an elevate:i su
periority over those around them: so
QE?ntedn.ess to the claims of true 1:'«3':1]r
hgmn will elevate us to distinguish-
% honor in the cause of Jesus Christ
tie engrely given up to spiritual du-
thes and the privileges of religion, and
en you shall bear much fruit, enio
gwee;éehghts, and have bright’ecsfai?r
ic hopes of a glorious eternity. Ne :
er has any private character, S&bbafli
school teacher, pastor, or mission
risen to Pecuhar greatness witha;}r{:
this. Eliot, Brainerd, and Swartl::
Carey, and Williams, all possessed ii:ﬂr
;ﬂd .thus tlﬁey shone forth from the’
ssionary hemisphere wi '
RAORATY Dttt lftY- with peculiar

CHAPTER Il

Self-Cultivation.—Secret Duties.—Christian Demeas-
or.—Usefulness.

L. Self-cultivation. 'This hes at the
foundation of all true greatness. You
may have a plenitude of means, nu-
merous opportunities, kind friends, and
efficient teachers, but yet the applica-
tion of all these to real improvement
depends mainly on yourselves. All
these will do little towards your real
advancement without self-application;
and self-application exercised diligent-
ly, and with perseverance, has accom-
plished wonders without them. The
mind intensely devoted to its own im-

rovement can overcome difficulties,
which, at first sight, appear insurmoun-

table. Look at Ferguson, who raised
himself to the highest degree of men-
tal dignity, as an astronomer, by self-
cultivation; look at Simpson, who, by
the same means, became @ first-rate
arithmetician : look at Franklin, who,
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by diligence and perseveran [
came one of ‘the mﬂst import:ziz pI:::
sonages 1in America, and whose influ-
Sgce was felt through the whole ciy-
- ed world; look at Carey, who, after
e had arrived at manhood, EDIIII;JEII{:-
ed dthe study of the eastern langnages
and translated the Bible into forty-
two different tongues or dialects. So
Ee might refer you to many others; to
fie memorable China missionary, Rfur-
rison {’V to the South Sea Islands mar-
tyr, Williams; and to thousands of
godly men who are preaching the gos-
pel both at home and in distant laﬁds
Then resolve that you will exert every
power, and employ all your ﬁpport;Y
nities 1in instructing your minds tha;
18, in pbtmmng useful knowledge,, and
especially becoming intimate with th
great and sublime truths of the Ch.rizv.1E=
tian religion. Todd, in his Sabbatlr:
SchtlmlLTeacher, advises :—
“1. Lay your plans to impro
I'il'lhlr}d by studying a little eger;ed;he
S portion of time may be shur}::’
probably will be, owing to your busi-

!

79

SELF-CULTIVATION.

ness: but let it be improved. Do not

say, ‘ I will study two hours,—or one

hour,’ but that you will daily spend at

least twenty or thirty minutes in the

cultivation of your mind. Have a par-

ticular half-hour selected, and do not
let any thing shove you over it. Let
it be the time of day when nothing
can cheat you out of it. One-fourth
part of an hour every day, diligently
and wisely improved in self-cultiva-
tion, will help a man to grow in wis-
dom.

« 9. Tet this season of self-improve-
ment be devoted to the most judicious
reading. The mind of ages is in the
pages of books, laid up,—and a little
digging will give you gold. Original
thinkers are the minds with which you
should come in contact. Do not ury
to read much—too many pages; but
make every thought your own, so com-
pletely your own that you can retain

it through life. _
«3, Acquire the habit of reflection.

Without so doing your observations,
your readings, your facts, your conver-
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sations, will ‘all be useless. Who
would often go to a store to make pur-
chases, where the goods were thrown
in, scattered, heaped up, hardware and

crockery together, oil and linen, mus-

lins and groceries, essences and to-
baiccn,—a.ll there indeed, but no one
thing at hand, and no power of saying
where the thing wanted may be found ?
Make your mind the laboratory into
which materials are gathered, and
where they are analysed and reduced
to their proper elements. And do not
be discouraged. Cold wishes will not
diseipline your mind ; cold wishes will
not add to the furniture with which
they are adorned; but once acquire
the habit of making self-improvement
and you will fshortly be surprised at
your advancement, and at the plea-
sures connected with the process.”
Surely that divine saying of the
psalmist should excite yon to study
the divine works, the wonders of Je-
hovah’s hands, the laws of nature:
“The works of the Lord are great, and
sought out of all them that have plea-
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sure therein.” The earth, the sea,
the air, the heavens, all proclaim the
glory of God. Every where there 18
the beautiful and the wonderful, adapt-
ed both to excite astonishment and

to call forth praise.

« Ye sons of men with joy record
The various wonders of the Lord j
And Jet his power and goodness sound
Through all the tribes the earth around.

¢ Let the high heavens your songs invite,
Those spacious flelds of brilliant light;
Where sun, and moon, and planets roll,
And stars that glow from pole to pole.

« See earth in verdant robes arrayed
Its herbs and flowers, its fruits and shade,
Peopled with life of various forms,
Of fish, and fowl, and beasts, and worms.

¢ View the broad sea’s majestic plains,
And think how wide its Maker reigns;

That band remotest nations joins
And on each wave his goodness shines.”*

If you can, acquaint yourselves with
other languages, so that you may read
the works of the great and good of
past ages and of the various nations of
the earth. But especially enrich your
minds with the great principles and
facts of the Christian religion. It 1s

# Dr. Doddridge.
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not absolutely needful that yo
philosopher or a lingnist : buiri;l isbt?la:
you be a good man, a real Christian. a
child of God, an inheritor of eterpal
life. Awaken all your powers, and
call all your faculties to the work of
laboring to be a distinguished disciple
of tl"fe Lord Jesus Christ, an intellectual
Christian, a star in the church of God
aSl;I: a holy follower of his beloved
II. Reading. P 5, “ Gi
tendaﬁce to riadj:;.l"mg%’ it
1. Read the best books,
sire to be instructed in the vazfl?sdsf-‘
God, so as to be led at every step to
adore their Creator, read the Lectgres
of Dr. Chalmers and the works of Dr
Dick. Do you desire to know and to
understand the best evidences in fa.
vor of the truth of Christianity ? Then
read Watson’s Apology, Paley’s, Dod-
dridge’s, Alexanders and Gumev's
Evidences, Nelson on Infidelity &G}r
Among the works on history :we 1:5-
commend the “ Ancient history of the
Egyptians, Carthagenians, Assyrians,

—
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Chaldeans, Medes, and ' Persians;”’
« Barth’s Brief History of the Church
of Christ;” “ History of the British
Reformation ;” « History of England,
including Britons and Saxons, the
middle ages, and the sixteenth cen-
tury.” Rollin, Josephus, and Prideaux,
are large works which would involve
a considerable outlay, and require
much time to give them a thorough
reading, but from which a great amount
of invaluable historical knowledge
would be obtained.

If you seek after a systematical ac-
quaintance with divine truth, there 1s
Dwight's Theology, Wayland’s Moral
Science, and Watson's Christian Insti-
tutes. Of course these are books
which will require much study to un-
derstand and be profited by them.
But especially read the memoirs and
biographical sketches of good men;
such as the lives of Wesley, Whit-
field, Bunyan, Morrison, Milne, Mar-
tyn, Porter, Payson, Staughton, Walton,
Nevins, Bedell, Stoner, Dawson and
Colby. I cannot imagine these books to

# 2 et
B — e i T e Oy Wy Wemh ¢ L
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be read carefully without the happ;
results being produced in your mﬁiﬁt

In WesLEY, you have the life of a
modern apostle, whose preaching, phi-
lanthropy, self-denial, and holy con-
duct, are yet felt by hundreds of thou-
sands in every part of the world.

In WairrieLp you have a flying
angel, bearing the gospel to multi-
tudes of his fellow creatures, preach-
ing with such energy, and which was
:vmc{f:lnpaHIEd with such success, as the

orld never witnessed si
a.g;sl cg o r:mee the first

UNYAN you see a Christian

!:he i;irst rank, beguiling the hours gg
Imprisonment for Christ's sake, in
writing !us beautiful, almost divine,
“Pilgrim’s Progress,” and other books
which have yielded direction and cnm.:
fgrtl to evsrty‘;ﬁllags of the Savior's dis-
ciples, an 0 so doy
e e tbtless to the

In MorrisoNn and Mirxe you see
nussionaries of the highest mental and
spiritual ardor, living and dying to con-
vert the heathen to Jesus.

READING. 8o

In Bedell ,Porter, Nevins, Staughton,

- Walton, Stoner, Dawsonand Colby, you

have the most ardent and spiritual pi-
ety, associated with the most earnest
and persevering exertions to save the
souls of their fellow-men at home;
and Payson’s dying hours bring you
into the vestibule of heaven itself.
But above all, more than all, and first
and last of all, read God’s holy word,
the book of books, the scriptures of
universal and everlasting truth. It is
the book of life, both present and to
come ; it has God for its author, truth
for its matter, salvation for its end.
Read it early, and read it late; read
it in your closets, and as you travel on
the way; have your minds and hearts
always open to its celestial rays and
heavenly beams. The knowledge de-
rived from the seripturesis the most
precious, most pure, most important,
and most abiding. Dig in these holy
mines, and be enriched ; drink of these
pure streams, and be refreshed; take
of these healing leaves, and live for-
ever and ever,
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As regards the manner of reading, I
would suggest that you have only one
work in course of reading at the same
time; that you write down the leading
thoughts and impressions which are
produced; that you deliberate and
weigh what you read, and, by medita-
tion and reflection, digest it; for it is
only what is digested that will strength-
en you, and add to the benefit and
real vigor of your souls. In these days
of cheap publications, you may obtain
a select religious library at a small
cost. What thousands spend in tobac-
co and snuff, tea and coffee, and wn-
necessary decorations of dress, and in
useless trifles, would procure a store
of knowledge of the greatest worth.
By cultivating the habit of reading as
you walk or ride, much time will be
saved, and you will avoid the evils of
too close and sedentary a course of
life. The copying of striking passa-
ges will aid you in composition, and
more indelibly impress the subjects on
your memories; besides, if plainly

written out, they may be worth the
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perusal of others. It is a very profit-
able method for two or three persons
to read the same work, each one ma-
king notes on the more striking passa-
ges, and then meeting for conversa-
tion on the same. In this way, much
additional interest will be excited, and
increased instruction derived.

SECRET DUTIES.

To excel in Christian knowledge
and holiness, constant respect must be
paid to the private duties of religion.
A place of retirement from the noise
and confusion of the world is of the
utmost importance. It may be your
bed-chamber, or a secluded corner of
the garden, or in some private walk,
where you may meditate and converse
with your own heart, and hold imme-
diate intercourse with the blessed God
in communion and prayer.

In such scenes, you can have a free-
dom which cannot be possessed in so-
cial prayer. The stillness is favora-
ble to rich and deep thought; the mind
is necessarily thrown back npon itself;

6
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and we may more faithfully commune
with our own spirits. Examination of
our recent actions and state of mind, a
careful inspection of our present pre-
vailing feelings and desires, and a
calm investigation of the duties to
which God is calling us, a minute ret-
rospect of all the way the Lord hath
led us, and a devout remembrance of
his goodness to our souls,—all these
will have the happiest influence upon
us, and tend greatly to improve the
mind and better the heart. All must
be associated with fervent ejacula-
f;ions to God for his enriching and sav-
ing blessings. Those who have fre-
quent private intercourse with Deity
and their own hearts, will assuredly
excel in holy attainments; and God
has expressly said he will reward them
openly. Do not neglect to consecrate
some portion of your time to secret
duties. These will be golden mo-
ments, times of eminent refreshing,
and seasons of mighty advancement
in the knowledge and love of God.
The example of Christ stands pre-em-
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inently out in reference to these du-
ties. The poet has beautifully said,

« Cold mountains and the midnight air
Witness'd the fervor of thy prayer;
The desert thy temptations knew,
Thy conflict and thy victory too.

¢ Be thou my pattern; make me bear
More of thy gracious image here;
Then God the judge shall own my nane
Amongst the followers of the Lamb.”

Of General Washington, in the midst
of all the toils and perils of the camp,
an interesting incident is recorded.

« That while stationed at Valley
Forge with the army, he was frequent-
ly observed to visit a secluded grove.
This excited the curiosity of a M.
Potts, of the denomination of Friends, -
who watched his movements at one of
those seasons of retirement, till he per-
ceived he was on his knees, and en-
gaged in prayer.”*

When you feel the alluring scenes
of the world drawing your hearts,
when you feel the keen darts of the
enemy assailing you, when you feel a
deadness of heart to divine things,

s ——

+ Christian Keepsake, p. 262.
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when you feel a feverish restlessness,
as if your soul were unsettled and
tossed about, oh! return to secret de-
votion. Before you enter on any im-
portant matter, or engage in any great
pursuit, seek divine direction in se-
cret, and 'E.hﬂl‘ﬂ too, ponder well, and
weigh deliberately, the subject of your
intended adoption. Secret prayer and
meditation will refresh you, strength-
en you, calm every perturbated feel-
ing, raise your thoughts and desires
towards heaven, and fill you with the
peace of God which passeth all un-
derstanding. “ Behold the Christian,
i his beloved oratory, prostrate on
bex}ded lfnees. He confesses not, nor
smites h_Js breast; he entreats not, nor
clasps his hands: his eye is not rest-
less with importunity, but calmly fix-
ed ; his lips quiver not with the voice
of supplication, but are meekly closed
He is not alone! He is shat in with
the present Deity. He is ‘delighting
h!mself in God’” His contemplation,
his rapture, breathe of heaven! He
can ‘remember God' without ¢being

CHRISTIAN DEMEANOR. 91

tronbled” ‘The visions of the Al-
mighty’ are not only upon him, but,
‘hecause he is a son, God hath sent
forth the Spirit of his Son into his
heart” How ‘good it is for him to
draw nigh unto God’ He has ‘come
even to his seat” Deep, solemn, are
the intimacies of that hour. The awe
of his spirit 1s tender as its love, and
the love overpowering as its awe. He
is ‘still’  « Truly his soul waiteth up-
on God? it ‘maketh its boast in him ;'
it basks in the ‘light of his counte-
nance. The infinite excellence of the
divine rectitude and goodness excites
its warmest sentiments of admiration
and esteem. He ‘gives thanks at the

remembrance of his holiness.” ¥

CHRISTIAN DEMEANOR.

It is the direct tendency of true re-
ligion to abase the mind in its own es-
timation, to out-root pride and self-
complacency, and to fill the heart with
love, courtesy, and gentleness. Hu-

—

+ Hamilton’s Devotion, pp. 29, 30.
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mility is indispensable to every Chris-
tian, but it is the peculiar ornament of
the young; to them it is indispensa-
ble ; for it there can be no substitute.
Young Christians should be very care-
ful to avoid boldness and forwardness
of manner, and should especially fol-
low the injunction of the apostle,
“Swift to hear, and slow to speak.”
The spirit, and temper, and tongue,
must be so self-governed that modesty
may distinguish every action, and low-
liness mark every step. To ministers
!he young Christian should be espec-
ially respectful; honoring them for
their office and works’ sake; regarding
them with affection, esteem, and due
respect. To the officers of the church
and to the elder Christians they should
a_.lsn be kind and courteous, ready to
listen to their instructions, charmed to
hear their experience, and paying pi-
ous homage to aged disciples, and
carefully following in their steps as
they follow Christ. 7b parents the
duties are numerous and of the first
order; ardent love, continued rever-

—
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ence, a desire to please and make
them happy, great care not to offend
and distress them, respect for their
opinions, deference to their counsels,
solicitude for their prayers, supplica-
tions to God on their behalf, any sac-
rifice to make them comfortable, and
then a careful imitation of all their
excellencies and virtues. Be cheer-
fully and promptly obedient to them,
remembering the great promise made
to affectionate and dutiful children.
To brothers and sisters, also, be truly
kind. Consider them, in an especial
sense, claimants of your goodness, af-
fection, and attention. Avoid envy-
ings and jealousy; be careful to use
gentle and not rash expressions; nev-
er annoy or provoke them; labor to
make them happy, and then you can-
not fail to be so yourselves; be very
liberal, divide all your enjoyments free-
ly with them ; pray for them, and seek
to promote their best and eternal wel-
fare ; admonish gently, reprove kindly,
and let love through all your actions
run ; cleave to each other, and desire




94 COUNSELS,

that all may cleave to the Lord. To-
wards your young friends be ever kind
and ready to serve them; seek their
esteem, desire to live in their appro-
bation, and ever do that which ought
to secure it; avoid all whispering and
tale-bearing; always aet and speak
openly; be ingenuous and sincere in
all your intercourse; avoid those
whose tempers are soon irritated, and
who are suspicious or quarrelsome, if
your admonitions do not improve them.
Honor all men. Be respectful to
those elevated above you, courteous
to those who are in the same class of
society with yourself, and kind and
considerate to the poor and unfortu-
nate. To those individuals put on
bowels of mercy; pity, sympathize
and help them. Do goed unto all men.
especially to those of the household of
faith. If yem have enemies forgive
and pray for them: avoid wrath and
revenge as the deadliest feelings of
the human heart. Set Christ always

before you. He hath left you an ex-
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ample that you should tread in his
steps.
USEFULNESS.

To be happy and honorable, to be
greatly distinguished in this life, and
blessed forever, we must aim at use-
fulness. God has given a variety of

talents to his people that they may be
useful. He has placed them m dif-

ferent spheres, and bestowed on them
different gifts for that purpose. To do
good is the duty of all, but each in his
own especial way and order. The
Christian ministry must be supplied
with pious candidates; the fathers are
dying, and the sons must rise to occu-
py their stations, and to fill up their
varied spheres of labor; the popula-
tion which is increasing at home, and
the heathen nations abroad, all require
additional laborers in the Savior's
cause.

Those - who contemplate entering
upon the solemn work of the ministry
must first be distinguished for very
devoted and ardent piety, great zeal,
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burning love to Christ, deep compas-
::-?1111' for souls, much self-denial, and
ingness to labor ince ’

et ssantly for the
If there 1s a facility for obtaini
knowledge and a readiness of uttlenrg-
ance, combined with the above spirit-
ual pre-requisites, then pray and aim
at the highly exalted office of the
Christian preacher.

But where these are not possessed,

yet you may be well qualified -
er offices and duties. < S

~ There 1s the Sabbath school teem-
ing with the rising generation of the
poor, often the children of the profli-
gate and the irreligious; they have
strong claims upon your compassion ;
you must teach them, or they Wili
grow up in ignorance; you must in-
struct them, or else they will be the
pests of society; you must warn, ad-
monish, and labor to guide their,feet
into the way of peace. Christ says
“Feed my lambs;” and the piuus'
prayerful Sunday school teacher feels
desirous to do so. Be punctual in
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your attendance; be faithful to the
children, to God, and your own souls;
be very affectionate, and win their
hearts, and then they will love to obey
you; be solicitous for their real im-
provement, and rest not satisfied with-
out it; follow all up with earnest be-
lieving prayer; teach the children in
love and faith, and when you return
to your closets, pray that the angel
who redeemed you from all evil, may
bless the children. Think often of
what the children may become throngh
the power of divine grace, and how
great the reward, how unspeakable the
pleasure to behold them blessed, and
blessings to all around them. Remem-
ber you cannot toil absolutely in vain,
for the Savior, who expressed so much
love to children while on earth, will
abundantly reward you in the last day.
Those who do not feel it their duty 1o
occupy the Sabbath school, may g0
into dark neighborhoods with tracts.
If this is to be your sphere, prepare
for it by prayer; take the love of
Christ with you to the work; select
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tracts suited to the houses you visit:
try to drop some pious kind remarks
to those who receive them ; ask about
their children, and be a Sabbath school
missionary if not a teacher; invite the
people to public worship; let Chris-
tian kindness and love be seen in your
conversation. Forget not the homes
of poverty anll affliction ; these should
indeed have your first attention. Here
help is most needed. Point the dying
to the living Savior, the wretched to
the promises of salvation ; be nothing
in all your efforts, that Christ may have
the entire glory; exalt Jesus always
and every where, and count it a high
honor to do any thing for the exten-
sion of his cause in the world; great
activity will make you happy, greatly
mmprove the state of your own soul,
and crown you with peculiar and ev-
erlasting blessings. “Let him know
that he who converteth the sinner from
the error of his way, shall save a soul
from death, and shall hide a multitude
of sins,” James v. 20. Think of the
day of death, when you will appear
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before Christ, and the great day of
judgment when your account must be
given before assembled worlds. Oh,
the rapture—the ineffable felicity of
having Christ's smile, being enrolled
in the number of his friends, and hear-
ing him say, “ Well done, good and
faithful servant, enter thou into the
joy of thy Lord.”” And forget not ev-
ery week, and day, and hour, brings
you nearer to that tribunal. Soon,
soon shall life have sped its course;
soon, soon shall the living fluid cease
to flow, the heart to heave, and the
pulse to beat; soon, soon shall the eye
cease to behold, the ear to listen, and
the tongue to speak; soon, soon shall
death do its office, and you shall be-
come an inhabitant of the world of
spirits. And all that relates to our
well-being and our usefulness to oth-
ers, and omr means of glorifying the
Savior, is bounded by the narrow, the
extremely narrow, limits of this flitting
existence. “ Work then while it is
called day, for the night cometh when
no man can work.’ ~ Cherish an en-
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larged liberality and beneficence. The
liberal soul shall be assuredly prosper-
ous. The times in which we live have
been very strikingly distinguished for
an increase of beneficence in the cause
of Jesus. The admirable work “ Mam-
MoN,” with many others which appear-
ed about the same time, have greatly
excited the church of Christ to a more
expanded liberality in supporting
Christian institutions. Youth is not
generally marked by avarice and a
parsimonious spirit, but it often hap-
pens that young persons expend so
much on personal decoration, and oth-
er questionable superfluities, that they
have nothing left for the caunse of Je-
sus. Our youth ought to be the first
m readiness, and the first in liberalit

in promoting and extending the phi-
lanthropic and religious societies of the
day. It is a bad sign when money
absorbs the solicitudes and affections
of the heart. It is a barrier to many
becoming religious, and otherse are
sickly and weak through the influence
Which it exerts over them. Avoid a
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contracted and stinted beneficence as
an atmosphere of death to all the gra-
ces and virtues of acceptable religion.
A cheerful liberal giver may confident-
ly expect to enjoy largely of the di-
vine bounty, and richly of his special
grace. This was the leading feature
mm the mind of Jesus, who, though
rich, “yet, for our sakes, became poor
that we, through his poverty, might be
made rich.” My young friends, let
this mind be in you also. Remember
that forcible passage, “ There is that
scattereth and yet increaseth; and
there is that withholdeth more than is
meet, but it tendeth to poverty,” Prov.
Xi. 24.

It is said of the righteous, “ He
hath dispersed, he hath given to the
poor, his righteousness endureth for-
ever, his horn shall be exalted with
honor,” Psalm exii. 9. And forget not
the words of the Lord Jesus, that “it
is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive” Remember also the injunc-
tion of the apostle, “ To do good and
to communicate forget not, for with
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such sacrifices God is Wwell pleased,”
Heb. xiii. 16. Liberality engl)s to en-
large the soul, to ennoble t mind, to
mellow the heart, to beautify ar
acter, and to bring down on its pos-
sessors the fertilizing dews of heaven-
ly grace. Beneficence is not piety, it
may exist without it, but that piety is
very equvocal, and much to be sus-
pected, of which it is not a leading,
prominent feature.

POWER OF RELIGIOUS INFLUENCE,

One of the most interestin .
dotes, illustrating the power of Eel;gniifl
was related, says an American, in g
social meeting by an English clergy-
man who was acquainted with the
facts.

A nobleman, Lord ——, was
of the world. His pleasures were gafﬁi
from his riches, his honors, and his
friends. His daughter was the idol of
his heart. - Much had been expended
for her education, and well did she re-
pay, m her intellectual endowments,
the solicitude of her parents. = She
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was highly accomplished, amiable in
her disposition, and winning in her
manners. They were all strangers to

God.
At length Miss —— attended a

Methodist meeting in London, was
deeply awakened, and soon happily
converted. Now she delighted in the
service of the sanctuary and Ssocial
meetings. To her the charms of Chris-
tianity were overflowing. She fre-
quented those places where she met
with congenial minds, animated with
similar hopes. She was often found
in the house of God.

The change was marked by her fond
father with painful solicitude. To see
his lovely daughter thus infatuated,
was to him an occasion of deep grief,
and he resolved to correct her errone-
ous notions on the subject of the real
pleasures and business of life. He
placed at her disposal large sums of
money, hoping she would be induced
to go into the fashions and extravagan-
cies of others of her birth, and leave
the Mfthodist meetings. -But she
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maintained her integrity. He took
her on long journeys, conducted in the
most engaging manner, in order to di-
vert her mind from religion ; but shé
still delighted in the Savior.

After failing in many projects which
he fondly anticipated would be effec-
tual in subduing the religious feelings
of his danghter, he introduced her into
company under such circumstances
that she must either join in the recre-
ation of the party, or give high offence.
Hope highted up in the countenance
of her affectionate, but misguided fath-
er, as he saw his snare about to entan-
gle the object of his solicitude. It had
been arranged among his friends that
several young ladies should, on the ap-
proaching festive occasion, give a song,
accompanied by the piano-forte.

The hour amved ; the party assem-
bled. Several had perpnrmed their
parts to the great delight of the party,
which was in high spirits, Miss
was called on for a song, and many
hearts now beat high in hope of vic-
tory. Should she decline, she was
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disgraced; should she comply, their
trinmph was complete. This was the
moment to seal her fate! With per-
fect self-possession she took her seat
at the piano-forte, ran her fingers over
the keys, singing at the same time in
a beautiful melody, and with a sweet
voice, the following stanzas :—

« No room for mirth or trifling here,
For worldly hopes or worldly fear,
If life o soon is gone !
If now the judge is at the door,
And all mankind must stand before
The inexorable throne !

“ No matter which my thoughts employ,
A moment’s misery or joy ;

Bat oh ! when both shall end,
Where shall 1 find my destined place ?
Shall I my everlusting days

With fiends or angels spend {”

She arose from her seat. The whole
party was subdued. Nota word was
spoken. Her father wept aloud! One
by one, all of them left the house.

Lord never rested until he be-
came a Christian. He lived an exam-
ple of Christian benevolence, having
given to benevolent Christian enter-

rises, at the time of his death, nearly

half a million of dollars’
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WHAT A SISTER MAY DO.

“ A young lady, in the city of Paris
—and I request of my female friends
to listen to this story—a young lady,
having read the New Testament, and
heard the preaching of the gospel of
salvation, was, by the power of the
Spirit of God, converted to Chnistiani-
ty; and then she felt it her duty to
proclaim that gospel to the members
of her family. She belonged to a very
respectable house in Paris; and she
pa a brother, whose religious opin-
ions were what we call in France
Voltairian opinions [Deism.] The sis-
ter sometimes read to him some of the
Eassa.ges of the New Testament; but
e could not—he would not—receive
the truths which were contained in it.
It happened one day that that young
man, walking in the streets of Paris
fell down, and a carriage passed over
him and broke his leg. He was car-
ried home, and a medical man was
sent, who came and said it was neces-
sary to perform an operation; the am-

—
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putation of the leg. This young man

now began to be seriousky troubled in
his conscience; he feared to die; he
did not know what to do. He asked
for his sister, and he said to her, ‘ My
sister, what shall I do ? His sister re-
plied, < My brother, if you cannot save
your body, save your soul ; believe in
the Lord Jesus Christ; yield your
heart to him, and he will save you.'—
And so he did. The operation was
perfnrmed and succeeded; and the
whole night that young man Wwas
praying to the Lord Jesus Christ for
the influence of his Holy Spint, that
he might be able to believe in Jesus
as his Savior and his God; and in the
morning, when his sister came to in-
quire after his health, he immediately
reached out his hand to her and said,
in French, ‘ Sister, weep not for me ;
I have lost my limb, but I have found
my Savior!”
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CAUTIONS.

Let the youthful Christian guard,

1. Against sinful habits. The salva-
tion of the gospel is a salvation from
sin and from the power of the devil.—
Jesus came to turn men from their in-
iquities, and to redeem unto himself a
peculiar people, zealous of good works.
He who doeth sin is of the devil, but
those who are of Christ are made free
from sin, have their fruits nunto holi-
ness, and glorify God with their bodies
and souls which are his. Yet sincere
and devoted Christians in many things
offend, and come short of the divine
glory. They are the subjects of nu-
merous infirmities, and often need to
confess their sins, and seek the re-
newing influences of the Spirit of God,
and the repeated application of the
blood of Christ which cleanseth from
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all sin, But there is the greatest pos-
sible difference between the infirmi-
ties and weaknesses of sincere Chris-
tians, and the allowed sinfnl habits of
mere professors of religion. Sinful
habits, of course, where they exist,
must eat out all true religion, and pre-
vent its possession in these who pro-
fess to be seeking it. Sinful habits,
however comparatively trivial, are
deadly in their character ; however
secret, are well known to God. How-
ever others may be accustomed to
them, they will bring the fruit of God’s
displeasure, and the just infliction of
his righteous wrath; how diligently
the heart should be kept, and the de-
sires restrained; how watchful and
vigilant we should be over our spirits,
and how guarded should be the emo-
tions of the soul. Our moerning and
evening prayer should be, “ Search
me, O God, and know my heart, try
me and know my thoughts, and see if
there be any wicked way in me, and
lead me in the way everlasting,” Ps,
EXXXIX. 23, 24,
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As a small leak will sink a mighty
ship, a small dose of poison destroy
life, so a sinful habit, nurtured in the
heart, and practised with constant al-
lowance, will deprive the soul of all
the blessings of salvation, and sink it
into the dark abyss of everlasting sor-
row. Sins of infirmity must be daily
repented of, and confessed before
God, but sinful habits must be torn up,
roc;t anAti’ branch. Guard

. Against evil company. Eve
man’s character and dﬁ;défitions a:g
influenced by the society in which he
moves, 'but especially by the bosom
companions he selects. There is a
natural tendency for persons who as-
sociate together, however dissimilar in
many things, to grow in likeness of
spirit and feeling one to another. Im-
itation is often as powerful in mature
age as in early years. We ecannot
breathe a tainted atmosphere without
peril, nor keep company with the ene-
mies of God without much risk. Be-

tween light and darkness, sweet and
bitter, comfort and pain, there is no
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fellowship; how can there be any,
then, between the friends and ene-
mies of Christ; between those who
love, and those who hate God; be-
tween those who are traveling to
heaven, and those who are in the
downward path to hell. Young per-
sons cannot be too exact and trem-
blingly alive to the danger of evil com-
anions. Many young men have thus
been led into scenes of dissipation and
ruin; many young men have been
turned aside into the way of vanity,
worldly amusements, and degradation,
and death. 'What knowledge can you
derive from ignorant companions >—
‘What improvement from wicked asso-
ciates? What excitement, unless an
evil one, from the votaries of worldli-
ness and sinful pleasures? Their con-
versation cannot benefit you, but will
it not be pestiferons? will it not be
corrupt? Their example will not be
useful, but will it not be pernicious?
will it not endanger your stability?
your consistency of walk? may it not
allare you to the way of perdition?
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« The companion of fools shall be de-
stroyed.”. Our intercourse with others
is always al]j:uwerf‘ully for the better or
worse, really advantageous or destruc-
tive. . Then, as you would fles from a
man afflicted with the plague,: gnard
against the infectious- influences. of
evil companions; though they may
not be profane, or profligate,: yet they
may be equally dangerous, as eneinies
to God, and strangers to the true way
of peace. 'Pride, and . vanity, and tri-
fling, are all so many paths in . the
broad' way to eternal death..  Young
persons who are entering on alliances
for life, and forming the closest of all
connections, greatly dishonor religion,
grievously offend God, and  seriously
imperil their salvation if they are un-
lawfully yoked with unbelievers. The
way to: Zion has been strewed . with
the remains of ‘those who have thus
fallen, and whose conduet and.end
ought to act as beacons to all succeed-
ing youthful travelers.' On this beacon
it 18 written with the finger of the liv-
ing and blessed .God, “ Be not une-
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. qually yoked together with unbeliev-

ers: for what fellowship hath’ right-
eousness with unrighteousness ? - and
what communion hath light with dark-
ness? and what concord hath Christ
with Belial? or what part hath he that
believeth: with an infidel? and what
agreement hath the temple of Godwith
idols ? for ye are the temple of the liv-
ing God; as God hath ‘said, 1 will
dwell in them and walk in them; and
I will be their God, and they shall be
my people. Therefore come out from
among them, and be ye separate, saith
the Lord, and touch not the unclean
thing; and I will receive you, and will
be a Father unto you, and ye shall be
my sons and daughters, saith the Lord
Almight{;."* Let your intimate com-
panions be few and carefully selected ;
choose those you well know ; let them

be the tried, steadfast, people of the
Lord. Have respect to their dispo-
sitions and tempers. Prefer those who
are in advance of yourselves in knowl-

Ay P —

» 2 Corinthiansvi, 14, to the end. ' .
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edge, experience, and solid . piety;
and pray that your companionship may
be one of mutual profit and of abiding
spiritnal good to your souls.  With the

people of God let your hearts be de-

votedly united; towards them evince
unfeigned love, and ever. display a
frank and ingenuous spirit. Realize
the poet’s idea:— .. ] *

“ People of the living God, P
T I have eought the world around; -
Paths of sin and sorrow trod, - .
- Peace and comfort no where found.
Now to you my spirit tarns,
- Turns—a fugitive unblesty . . . -
Brethren, where yonr altar burns, ., .
Oh ! receive me Into rest. '

% Lonely I no longer roam, = .. =W
Like the cloud, the wind, the wave! = .. °
"Where you dwell ehall be my home,
Where you die shall be my grave;
‘. Mine the God whom you adore, '
-, Your Redeemer ghaill be mine § __:
Earth can @1l my soul no more; ' .
Every ldol I resign.” :

Labor to seek edification in your in-
tercourse with them; avoid that which

is of the world, worldly. Think on the
words of another poet, and seek _thei_r

exemplification.: 7 '

¢ Forgotten be each worldly theme, 2
When Christians meet together thus ;
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" We only wish to speak of him ' . :
Who lived, and died, and reigns for us.

& Well talk of all he did and said, -
' And suffered for us here below; Wy
The path he marked for us 1o T T, SRR &
And what he’s doing for us noOw.

~ % Thus #s the moments pass aWay,
- 'We'll love, and wonder, and adore
And hasten to the glorious day
When we shall meet to pari no mor

et !

- 3. Bad books. Never have the dan-
;z;ers' of the young from corrupt books
been more imminent than at present.
Sceptical books—books full of unholy
scoffs and jeerings; books of sensual
poetry; books of romance and high-
~wrought fiction; hooks of sily mirth
‘and wit and repartees; books of the
‘veriest trifies, which fill our public L-

" braries, and are exposed on the stalls

of our streets ;—from all such, and ev-
ery other where the tendency is not
manifestly good, turn aside, avoid
" them, reject them altogether. . Pollu-
tion stains their pages, and many have
found their apparently sweet streams
to be the waters of sin, SOITOW, and

wo. S W =
" 4. Places of amusement.” If places
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of amusement come truly under the
designation “worldly,” then they are
at untter variance with the’' Spirit of
Christ, and the principles of the New
Testament. By places of amusement
we do not refer to institutes of science,
to philosophical lecture-rooms, and to
museums of. curiosities; these we
think not only innocent but usefnl; to
these as opportunity offers the young
-would do well to repair. - But we re-
fer to the ‘theatre, the ball-room, the
race-course, the silly exhibitions  at
fairs, in which money is wasted, time
murdered, an evil atmosphere breath-

ed, and temptation to sin offered. -

“When the love of Chnist dwells in the
heart, it must of necessity produce
such a dislike and contempt for these
things as to-render caution here un-

necessary; - for such places are' the

very head-quarters of the enemy of
souls, and, therefore, as opposite to re-
ligion as light is to darkness, or heaven
N T T T
5. Inebriating drinks. One of the
‘erying evils of our nation is drunken-
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ness: it fearfully affects all the great
and ' good - interests: of . our land; 1t
spreads - poverty, disease, - madness,
¢rime, and death in every quarter; 1ts

victims die to the extent of fifty or six-
ty thousand annually; it robs us of fif-

ty millions of our wealth—wealth only

‘entrusted to us as stewards, and which

would'in the.space .of five years fill
the world. with Bibles, rmssionanes,
places of worship, and schools. It is
a vice often insidiously produced ; per-
sons ‘go - from the use of a little -to

more, then fo more still, '_afterwards to
‘drunken © excess. . The - taverns and

spirit-vending places are the disgrace
of our nation. : In the metropolis and
other -large cities and' towns musical

concerts are got up,:to allure the un-
‘wary and to fascinate the thoughtless.

.Many of -the social customs have a

‘very. dangerous tendency, especially
to the young. :The custom of daily

drinking - wine, or other intoxieating
drink, forms. the habit, begets the li-

king, and: often is " the .direct way of

death, v Slorte

-
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;.- Let young persons who would Be@
_absolutely safe, and at the remotest
distance from all peril as to this evil,

avoid the use of them altogether., Wa-

ter is the most cooling’ refreshing bev-
-erage in the world ; it is the cheapest,
‘most healthy, and pre-eminently best

adapted to those who desire whether

‘they eat or drink, or whatever they do,
to do it to the glory of God.! - .., ~ .,

6. Foolish conversation, levity, & c.—

-In youth there is naturally a tendency
to the cheerful, a tendency not evil in
itself, but which requires much watch-

fulness lest it should lead to jesting
and ' foolish conversation, which ;are

.pernicious to,the soul and grievous to
:God. ... The tongue is a member requir-
-ing much restraint: and self-govern-

ment ; it may be very useful or very

.mischievous; it sends.forth a stream
‘of death or life.” Frivolity damps-all
“that is holy, -quenches the Spirit of
- God, unfits for religious duties, and
-brings the mind into bondage and dis-
tress. . A Christian should maintain 2
" good conversation ; he should labortaf-

Pt
7.
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: ter intelﬁgénce, and seek that the fruit

of his lips be spiritnal, savoring of the
things of Christ, and such as gainsay-
ers cannot condemn. Ineed notadd

that evil speaking, an irreverent use of -
the divine name, or a witty .adoption -

of scripture phraseology, 1s a course

. which every serious mind will avoid
and abhor. Pray that out of a good

heart you may bring forth good trea-
sures of conversation pleasing to the
Lord, and useful to those who hear.
7. Employment of time. Time 1is
connected with all duties, responsibili-
ties, privileges, and blessings. - Time

is ‘inconceivably precious; it is the .

thread of your existence, the measure
of your probation, every hour of which

records to your God and Judge favor-

ably or unfavorably of your actionsand
character. It has been truly said,
“ When time is murdered, more than
blood is spilt” Often think of its si-

lent, rapid flight; often think of its

continuous - progress. Wherever you

are, or whatever you are doing, it is "
bearing you on the bosom of its waters » |
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to the ocean. of eternity".'j T may be

difficult duly to impress . this power-
fully on the young mind, butits due

- consideration .is indispensable to the .
right and proper use of our powers. . If

you feel it seriously . affecting your

hearts, then you will not squander its

precious golden hours away; you will

live to purpose ; redeem it from all im- .

proper applications pnd abuses; you

will not loiter or while .it-away; you
. will not let bed monopolize more than

is sufficient for healthy repose, nor in-
dolence fritter away
once past 18 gone irrecoverably forev.

er. - As far as possible live by system;.
do things ‘orderly; let one matter be

regatded at a time. Avoid confusion;

especially guard against procrastina- -
tion. ‘Live every day in remembrance -
of God’s claims upon you;. of ap-.
proachingdeath; of the judgmentday; -
of the hell you wish to shun; and the °
. heaven of eternal glory you hope.to

. secure. Forget not your race will soon
be ran, your day. will soon end, the .-
coffin will soon enclose you, and earth -

g.

at which when-
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 covet you'. Think of the numbers eva

ery day who finish ‘their probation,—
who die, and either ascend’ to heaven

- or go down to hell. Many of your
friends, with whom you lived and con- .
versed, are now no more; you dre fol-

lowing after, and soon nothing in all

. . this world will be of n}nm_en_t to yow
" " You will have done with it, and, ex-

cept answering for your conduct in it,
have done with it forever. Try to res
alize this often in your thoughts, and

then seek’ to live)according to the ims

ressions "it' mttst make upon yow
earts. Rem_ember, ' .

: ( A cﬁa'rge to keep yoil have,
A, A God to glorify,

. ' Anever-dying soul to save;’

And fdt i¢ for the sky. -

# To serve the ptesent nge,
Your calling to fulfill .
. Oh, may it all your pawers engage
To do your Master's will.”

Remember; in conclusion, that you
your hedrts}

always” tequire grace 1 :
the word of God ds your directory ; the
Holy Spirit as your gude; Jests as
your daily mediator; prayer a8 your

‘constant mode of havi gaccessto God * -

it <o -
TS 0 O
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your Father, by which all blessings

must be bronght down into your souls;

and the favor of God to ensure present

lli?ppineas, real safety, and eternal
e.




. JPART IV. " °
EXAMPLES
OF PERSONS WHO HAVE RISEN TO EMI-

: NENCE AND DISTINCTION, IN CON-
NECTION WITH EARLY FPIETY.

e P Yy

BISHOP BEVERIDGE.

WILLIAM BEVERIDGE, Blshop of St.
Asaph, was born at Barrow, in Leices-
tershire, in the year 1638. He was
distinguished, when #oung, for his
seriousness andmtelhcence, and when
only at the age of sizzeen was sent to
'St. John's College, Cambridge. There,
his industry, hIS knowledge, and his
rapid improvement, surprised and de-
'lichted his tutors; and when only 18
"he took his degree of Bachelor of Arts.
His incessant application to the study
of the learned languages, and of orien-
tal learning, had been so astonishing,

e e S B e T i T i, By
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that at that time he wrote “ A Treatise
on the Excellency and Use of the
Oriental Tongues,” and at the age of
twenty he published a Syrinc Gram-
mar, both of which works demonstrat-
ed him to be a scholar of no ordinary
powers. Nor was he less distingnish-
ed for his moral than his mental qual-
ifications ; he was serious, pious, and
exemplary in all his transactions with
men, and in all the connections of
life.

In 1704 he accepted the see of St.
Asaph, vacant by the translation of
Dr. George Hooper to Bath and Wells.
Thus placed in an eminent station, his
care and diligence increased in pro-
portion as his power in the church be-
came enlarged. Hitherto he had dis-
charged the duties of a faithful pastor
over a single fold ; and now his author-
ity had extended, he still pursued the
same pious and laborious methods of
advancing the honor and interests of
religion, by watching over both clergy
and laity, and giving them all neces-
sary direction and assistance.
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Bishop Beveridge was a person of
sincere piety, of strict integrity, and of
great zeal for religion. It was said of
him when living, and though long
since dead, it may be repeated, that
« He was one of the greatest and best
men that England ever bred.” The
sermons of the bishop have been long
known; and by those who are spiritu-
ally discerned, have been justly priz-
ed. At length, at the age of seventy-
one, full of grace and good works, he
died, March 5, 1708, at hls lodgings n
the cloisters in Westminster Abbey,
and was buried in St. Paul’s Cathedral.

RICHARD BAXTER.

Richard Baxter was born at Row-
ton, in Shropshire, Nov. 12th, 1615.
He was one of the great nonconformist
divines; and though he labored _under
many and great disadvantages, 10 the
early part of his life, owing to the ig-
norance and irreligion of those under
whose care he was placed, he was af-
terwards one of the greatest men of
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the age in which he lived. During
first few years of his life, he was mlﬁ.:ﬁ
addicted to lying, covetousness in play
fondness fur_ romances, &c., but, fnrtu:
nately for him, his father directed his
attention to the historical part of the
Blblf;‘, tf.rhich much interested him
and inspired him with a desire to pe:
ruse those parts which were more doe-
trmal.  In consequence of such deter-
mination, by the perusal of the Bible
and nt_her religious books, and the cnn:
versations of his father, his mind be-
came illuminated, and his soul con-
verted to God. After having been for
some time under the care of Mr. John
Owen, schoolmaster of the free school
at Wroxeter, his parents accepted of a
proposal for placing him under the care
of Mr. Richard Wickstead, chaplain to
the council of Ludlow. This gentle-
man proved to be very incompetent to
his charge, being an indifferent schol-
ar, and taking no pains with his pupil.
The only benefit he obtained while
under his tuition was the liberal use
of his library, which to him was of
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great advantage. At this time the
mind of Mr. Baxter was considerably
alarmed by the fear of death, which
produced in him greater seriousness,
and a more earnest attention to relig-
ion. Divinity became his first and
favorite pursuit. Zealous in his at-
tachment to the cause of truth, Mr.
Baxter entered into the work of the
ministry, after having been -examined
and ordained by Bishop Thornborough,
of Worcester. In 1633, he became
master of the free school at Dudley,
in Worcestershire, where he deliver-
ed his first sermon, being only eighteen
years of age.

It has been stated that he was the
author of one hundred and forty-five
distinct treatises, most of which were
polemical, and many were distinguish-
ed for learning and simplicity. Some
of the most popular of those treatises,
are “ The Saints’ Everlasting Rest,”
“ Aphorisms of Justification and the
Covenant,” “ Catholic Theology,” “ A
Treatise on Universal Redemption,”
and “ A Call to the Unconverted.”

—

|
|
f |
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BISHOP BURNET.

Gilbert Burnet, the celebra ish-
op of Salisbury, was born ft:i F]?&gll:-
burgh, on the 18th of September, 1643
He received his early instructions from
his father, _Whu was eminent for his
zeal and piety, and under whose guar-
dianship he made so rapid an advance-
ment in the acquisition of knowledge
that at the age of zen years he 1:uv.=:rfeur:.t-lr
1 Junderstood the Latin language. At

time his father sent him to the
college of Aberdeen, where he acquir-
ed a thorough knowledge of the Greek
language, and went through the usual
course of Aristotelian logic and philos-
ophy with great applause. At the
early age of fourteen he took the de-
gree of Master of Arts: and though so
young, he applied himself to the study
of the civil law, though he soon be-
came weary of that study, and turned
his mind and exertions  to divinity ;
perused attentively and critically the
Old and New Testaments ; read the
most noted controversial writers in di-
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vinity ; and to these studies apphed
fourteen hours during the day. In 1665
Mr. Burnet was ordained priest by the
Bishop of Edinburgh, and presented
by Sir Robert Fletcher to the living of
Saltoun; and, by his attention to the
welfare of his flock, soon gained their
affections and well-wishes. He regu-
larly preached twice on every Sabbath
day, and once in the week ; catechiz-
ed three times a week; and went
round from house to house, instructing
and exhorting the inhabitants. The
sick he visited twice a day, and gave
as much from his income as remained
beyond the sum expended in his bare
subsistence. The same year in which
he was ordained, he was so disgusted
with the conduct of some of the Scotch
bishops, who, as he said, were “ remiss
in their functions, as some did not live
within their dioceses, and those who
did, did not take care of them; in
fact, that there was a levity and car-
nal way of living about them, that very
much scandalized him ;” that he drew
up a memorial of the abuses of the
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Scotch bishops, which exposed him to
their spleen. In 1669 he was made
Professor of Divinity at Glasgow,
which office he honorably filled. He
was unwearied in his attention to the
interests of his pupils, and studied
from four in the morning till ten, in
order that more time might be allotted
to his charge. In 1688 Dr. Burnet was
advanced to the see of Salisbury; yet
so disinterested was he, and so little
did he esteem worldly grandeur and
honors, that he solicited for it in favor
of Dr. Lloyd, then Bishop of St. As-
aph. ?e went down on his accession
to his diocese, and discharged the du-
ties of that office with piety and zeal:
and made it a rule, every summer, to
make a tour for six or seven weeks, to
go through the livings of his diocese,
and to watch their progress. During
his residence at Salisbury he constant-
ly preached every Thursday, and in
the evening he had a lecture in his
own chapel, when he expounded some
portion of Scripture. He also institu-
ted a little nursery for students in di-
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inity, which he regularly attended to
Ejﬁgaif ; and to thgsutla students he al-
lowed £30 a year. _

Thus was the life of this excellent
prelate devoted to acts of chanty and
usefulness; he was learned, yet mod-
est and unassuming; pious, yet cheer-
ful; and he proved religion not to be
incompatible with a consistent atten-
tion to the concerns of this life. He
departed this life on the 17th of March,
1714, at the venerable and pat_narchal
age of seventy-four, and was interred
in the parish church of St James,

Clerkenwell. o

DR. GILL.

John Gill, D. D, was born the 23d
of November, 1697, at Keti_:enng, mn
Northamptonshire, where his father
was deacon of the Baptist church. He
made rapid advances in classical learn-
ing at a neighboring grammar school
in which he was placed while very
young, and even then he resorted so
frequently to a bookseller's for the pur-
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Eosé of reading, that it became prover.
1al to say that a thing was as certain
as that John Gill was in the booksels

ler's shop. Being driven from the
grammar school by the bigotry of the
clergyman -who presided over it, his
friends endeavored to procure him ad-
mission into a seminary for the minis.
try, by sending specimens of his ad-

vancement in different branches of lits

erature. These, however, defeated
their object, for they produced the fol-
lowing answer, “ He is too young, and
should he continue, as it might be ex-
pected he would, to make such rapid

advances, he would go through the
common circle before he would be cas
Eable of taking care of himself, or of |

eing employedin any public service.”

It is to be hoped that this reply was

accompanied with some explangtion
which made it appear more ‘justifiable
than in its present detached state; or
it would - seem that the gunardians of
this seminary felt but little solicitude
to see the finest talents consecrated to
the noblest of causes. * Not discourags

wad
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¢
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ed by this repulse, young Gill pursued
his studies with so much ardor that be-
fore he was nineteen he had read the
principal - Greek. and Latin classics,
had gone through a course of logic,
rhetoric, natural and moral philosophy,

‘and acquired' a considerable knowl-

edge of the Hebrew tongue. But it
is supremely gratifying to find that re-
ligion was still dearer to him than
learning, for, instead of resembling
those sciolists who suppose it a proof
of genius to disdain the stady of their
Maker’s will, he emulated him who in
early youth resorted to the temple as

.~ his Father's house, and there employ-
- ed. in sacred researches that under-
~ standing at which all were astonished.

The Baptist church in his native town
first received this extraordinary youth
as a member, and then called him
forth into the minist?. . For this work
he went to study under Mr. Davies, at
Higham TFerrers; but was soon in-
vited to preach to the Baptist congre-
gation in Horsleydown, near London,

over which he was ordained in his-

-
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ily Expositor,” was born i
June 26, 1702. His rizthlgr,mi
ZLDoddndge, was an olman resident in
ondon, and the son of one of the
mimsters. ejected by the Act of Uni-
formity. - His mother was the daugh-
ter of the Rev. Johm Baumen gnf‘
Prague, in Bohemia, who was c:am-
pelled to forsake his native country in
consequence of the persecutions which
threatened to succeed the expulsion of
Frederic, Elector Palatine. Dr. Dod-
was the twentieth and + oung-
E:t child; all the rest, excegt ufe
ha :gi:;ei;ﬂ?:n_ng died in infancy. It
: s ar that w -
dridge was bern he was laidh:.:ii)eﬂ:s
a dead child ; buta persen in the room
:]:)servmg some motion in him, took
fat_eara of him upon which the flame
of life depended. His parents were
eminently pious, and his earliest years
were by them consecrated to the ac-
quisition of religious knowledge. The
history of the Old and New Testa-
fents his mother taught him before
e could read, by means of some Dutch
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tiles in the chimney corner of the
room in which they resided. He was
first sent to school to a Mr. Stott, who
instructed him in the rudiments of
Greek and Latin; but from this sem-
inary he was removed when ten years
of age to a free school at Kingston-
upon-Thames, of which his grandfath-
er Baumen had been formerly the
master. He remained at that school
for three years, and was distinguished
for his piety and diligence. In 1715
he was deprived by death of his fath-
er, and not long afterwards of his ex-
cellent mother, of both of whom he
always spoke in terms of the greatest
respect and affection. In the same
year he was sent to the school of Mr.
Nathaniel Wood, of St. Alban’s, where
he commenced his acquaintance with
the learned and excellent Samuel
Clark, who not only became to him a
wise counsellor and an affectionate
minister, but a disinterested, generous,
and liberal friend and benefactor. At
that school he greatly improved him-
self in the knowledge of the learned
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languages; became perfect master o
his native tongue; and accustumec{
himself not only to form ideas, but
with propriety and elegance to exi)ress
them. He devoted much time to read-
ng; cultivated a taste for polite liter-
ature ; diligently studied history, both
civil and ecelesiastical: and s;;ent a
great part of his time in the study of
theology. His piety now became more
habitual and evident; and on Febru-
ary 1, 1718, when he was sixteen
lj)reﬂ.rs of age, he was admitted a mem-
er of the church under the astoral
cmfl of Mr. Clark. i
‘ ‘Octuber, 1719, Mr. Clar
him in the academy of the lea]:ngéagsg
plous Dr. Jennings, who resided at
Kibworth in Leicestershire. There Dr
Doddridge greatly improved in every
bra.n_ch of literature ; and, besides a.rtj-r
tending to all his academical studies
he in one half year read sixty books,
consisting principally of theology and
that not in a hasty and careless ;nan-
ner, but with great seriousness and ad-

vantage.  Though young, cheerful,
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and devoted to the attainment of
knowledge, he did not, however, for-
get the more important concems of his
own personal religion. He formed
some admirable rules for the regula-
tion of his conduct and the improve-
ment of his time; which he did not
merely form, but cheerfully and invio-
lably performed. In 1723 his tutor,
Dr. Jennings, died, having not long re-
moved from Kibworth to Hinckley.—
Soon after his death Dr. Doddridge
preached his first sermon, at Hinckley,
from the words, “If any man love not
the Lord Jesus, let him be anathema
maranatha; and “two persons ascrib-
ed their conversion to the blessing of
God on that sermon.” For more than
a year he continued to preach at
Hinckley and the neighboring places;
when having received an invitation
from the congregation at Kibworth, he
accepted their offer, and was there set-
tled in June, 1723. In thatretired and
obscure village there were no external
objects to divert his attention from the
pursuit of his studies; and his favorite
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authors, Baxter, Howe, and Tillotson,
he read with frequency and attention.
To his pastoral duties, however, he
was not inattentive; but in religious
conversation and visits of mercy he
Spent a suitable portion of his valuable
time. His preaching was plain and
practical; and whilst his mind was
richly stored with knowledge, and his
imagination was lively, he made all
his talents subservient to the moral
and religious improvement of the peo-
ple committed to his care. During the
whole year he accustomed himself to
rise every morning at five o'clock; and
thus, as he would sometimes say, he
had ten years more than he otherwise
would have had. Towards the close
of the year 1729 he received an invi-
tation to settle at Northampton, in con-
sequence of theremoval of Mr. Tingey,
the dissenting minister, to London ;
and urged by Mr. Some and Mr. Clark
to accept the call, he quitted Harbor-
ough, December 24, and immediately
entered on his arduous and more im-
portant duties. Soon after his settle-
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ment ke became seriously ill; but on
his recovery in March, 1730, htIan tg}:
set apart to the pastoral office. i
year he published a tract Enba.bla
« Free Thoughts on the most pro .
Means of Reviving the Dlssentilnng .
terest, occasioned by the late - dcimg
into the Causes of its Decay, d ']E'Bhat
ed to the Author of that Inqm.bl -
tract was on the whulp'tfa.:;éa tegn ;er
ceived, and for its spiri —
rves much praise. He perior ;
:1‘::& various dutigs of a §i1ssent|:§d pisf‘
tor with exemplary diligence .
fection. His sermons were we s
ed, and delivered with zeql an e
tion. He watched over his floc -
one who had to give an mun?"ted
prayed with and for them; he “Ithe
the sick; attended to the wants o e
poor; admonished those Whud 'errcon:
cautioned those who wavered; e
firmed those who were undefo thé
and in every respect attended Ser—
doctrines, discipline, and practice
his church and congregation.
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laﬁulishipudcﬁ‘dﬁ?'ew?mined Wil -the:ze- years. The grammar school in the
with honor to him- town was then under the management

of the Rev. Mr. Boulton, who took a

self, and advantage to his family and
liking to young Fawcett, showed him

the world ; so that as he approached

nearer to th .
indeed resefnlfifén atlh:“ﬂg’ his path many tokens of kindness, and encour-
which is as the shining ol the just, aged him in his studies by lending

light, which him books, and affording him occasion-

shineth mor
feot day. e and more unto the per-

JOHN FAWCETT, D. D.

Was borm at Li
33&;1{;;(1, inEanksLlh(ilri?fIaﬁrﬁe&n’ 1739,
e. is father ’ ’
cett, who was a farme’r,stfiee%h:rl}iefag-
1&:;1 ‘was about twelve years of agee
- ving a widow, with a numerous
amily, to lament his loss. Havin
been early initiated in the comm -
branches of learning, he soon manif: ﬂtn
ed a fondness for reading, eagerl ?IS ]
vouring whatever came in his iraeq
Soon after his father's death, he wgs:
put an apprentice to a person 'in Brad-
ford., w;th whom he remained till th
expiration of his term, which was si;

al instructions in classical learning.
The celebrated George Whitfield was,
at this time, in the zenith of his pros-
perity, and visiting Bradford, among
other places, young Fawcett had the
opportunity of hearing him preach,
which made an impression on his mind
that was never obliterated. Availing
himself of every opportunity of this
kind, he became decidedly attached
to the field orator; and from his preach-
ing obtained such a discovery of the
way of a sinners acceplance with
God, as filled his mind with joy and
peace through believing. He now be-

to make a more public profession
of religion, uniting himself with the
dissenters. At the age of nineteen he
was baptized on a personal profession
of his faith, March 11th, 1758, and be-
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came a member of the Bapt;
in - Bradford. ' 'With " this :Paoi‘;;th‘{rﬁg
continued a member for five ye'arg 0
casionally exercising himself " in . tlf:
way of exhortation and public ra f
But in 1763 he was prevailed ugonyg :
the pastor and his brethren to - 'vg
them a - sermon, which proved snglac'-
ceptable, that he was, after a time, in:
vited to settle with a church at Wains-
gate, to which' he consented, and was
tﬁdamed over them in February; 1764,
itseeli?' 2,11?18111(13 E;f‘_ Eseﬂﬂhess‘preéenteci
) | ade ma ' ] '
ces with persons who Egv: -‘ca-*(E[ila_:f:-.len'tt:'fi_linf
tinguished themselves in the rel; 'ms.:
world; among whom: were My Igén .
of Huddersfield, the late Henry . Fos.
4 , -John: Thorn
i_‘:{s'q.,. of Claph_am,' Daniel Taylnrtqgf,'
ile End, &c.,; &c. - But' Taylor and
Foster were his most intimate associ.
ates, owing to their :residine: i hJI
neighborhood. .~ =+ i.v o e e ’

7 Mr Fawcett began’ to disﬁ‘ﬁguish

himself as!an- anthor, } i
: = 7 e Dth !
and verse.’{ In 1772, her-'publilsli'lepf f:

1r
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blank : verse, “'The Christian’s Hum-
ble Plea for his God and Savior.” And
in the same year he visited London to

~ supply for Dr. Gill, who ‘then, through

age and infirmities, was incapacitated
for public preaching.’- He continned

in London about two months, and

preached fifty-eight times.. The doc-’
tor dying soon afterwards, -Mr. ‘Faw-
cett was invited to return.to London
with 2 view to a. permanent :settle-
ment, but though his income at Wains-
gate was only £25 per annum, he re-
sisted the temptation, and continued
with his flock., To help out his scan--
ty pittance of income, however, he
now began to take pupils; and m.a
course of time, succeeded in raising 2
very respectable seminary. . Numbers
of young ministers.had recourse to
him for the purpose of improving their
education, among whom were the late
Mr. Ward of Serampore and Mr. Sut-

" cliff of Olney. . In 1774, he published

« The sick Man’s  Friend, or Views of
Death and Eternity Realized;” ocea-
sioned by an attack of the stone, which:
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brought him to the brink of the grave.
On his recovery from this illness, he
removed his residence from Wainsgate
to Brearley Hall, a much preferable
situation for his academ , and, in all
respects, more eligible. The increase
of the congregation at Wainsgate also
led to the erection of a new and more
suitable place of worship at Hebden
Bridge in 1777, which was vested in
trustees. In 1778 he published « Ad-
vice to Youth, or the Advantages of
Early Piety,” which had an extensive
sale. Mr. Fawecett's talent for versify-
ing was by no means inconsiderable,
and in 1782 he published a small vol.
ume of “Hymns Adapted to Public
Worship and Private Devotion.” In
1788 he published, by subscription,
“An Essay on Anger,” an invaluable
little volume, which brought him un-
der the notice of his late Majesty
George the Third, in consequence of
a quotation made from it by one of
the king’s chaplains, in a sermon
preached in the royal presence. It is
generally understood that the king, on

' the
ing presented with a copy of tl

E?Esgaj?," was so much gratified wll]'ih
its contents, that he ma:de t}{e amiable
author an offer of serving him 1n a:iy
way he might point out. Mr. Fawg:ﬂ t,
at the time, modestly declined avail-
ing himself of the royal munificence,
but a most distressing ucc;irenci
some time afterwards, imposed upi% -
him the painful task of petltu:fr'mng .
the life of a youth, jthe son of one :n
his most intimate friends, “fhu,d mf .
unguarded hour, had committe da. or
gery, for which he was tried and con-
demned by the laws of his country.
The sovereign received the peutwn:
recollected the offer, and graciously ex

th.
ded pardon to the unhappy you
tETlrlleEgré)ﬂ.test of his undertakings was

« The Devotional Family Bible,” vffhich
he commenced in the month o boﬂ;
vember, 1807, and completed in a t‘i:n
four years; the work fnnnmg‘ -
large quarto volumes. Having li:cm .
lished this great undertaking, he 510
gegan to look forward with fixe r:,ht.
tention to the termination of his earth-
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ly course, and though an unusnal twi-
light was afforded him, his days were
passed amid scenes of affliction, aris-
g from the loss of surrounding friends,
and the pains and disquietudes which
are incidental to old age. In almost
daily expectation of the separating
stroke, he may be rather said to have
languished than lived, till the 25th of
July, 1817, when he expired, in the
Seventy-seventh year of his age.

MRS. ANNE THORNTON.

The late Mrs. Aune Thorton, of
whose last illness and happy dismiss-
ion from this world, some memoirs are
preserved in the following pages, was
the wife of Mr. John Thomton, of Eng-
land. She was born of respectable
parents, November, 1741.

About the age of nineteen she re-
ceived her first serious abiding relig-
lous impressions, and from the time
she began to know the way of salva-
tion, through our Lord Jesus Christ,
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her heart was united to all whom she
believed loved him in sincenty.
Mrs. Thornton was favered with a
strong, comprehensive, and active
mind, and having had a good educa-
tion, her genius led her into the paths
of learning; but this did not prevent
her from paying & diligent and exem-
plary attention to the duties of domes-
tic life : and she was much respected
in the characters of a wife, a mother,
a friend, and a mistress, by many per-
sons who were strangers to her liter-
attainments. She was well ac-
quainted with natural philosophy and
natural history. To her the creation
was an open book, in which she counld
read a perpetual commentary on the
volume of the holy scriptures. She
was thus well qualified to educate her
own children; an important employ-
ment to which she devoted much of
her time and care. _
Some particulars of the manner in
which she bore her last long and pain-
ful illness, and closed a useful and
honorable life, are now put in the
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reader’'s hands, in hopes that such an
authentic testimony of the nature, pow-
er, tendency, and effects of real relig-
ion, may, by the blessing of the Lord,
encourage the feeble-minded, quicken
the languid, and, at least in some in-
stances, engage the attention of the
careless and unbelieving.

The subject is interesting to all, for
all must die. The cares, employments,
and amusements which engross the
minds and time of multitudes, though
they greatly interrupt, cannot wholly
exclude the thoughts of death. The
_ event is inevitable ; may be soon and
sudden; and the consequences to
those who are not prepared for it must
be tremendous, if the Scriptures are
true; and that they are not true we
challenge infidels themselves to prove,
even to their own satisfaction. Many
persons, who formerly trod the dan-
gerous and uncomfortable paths of in-
fidelity, will readily subscribe to this
confession, and own, that while they
confidently declared to others, death is
an eternal sleep, they could not con-
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ner their own hesitation upon the
guint. Yes, reader, you must die, and
if you have not then the same princi-
les and supports which enabled Mrs.
hornton to wait the approach of the
last enemy with composure, and even
with desire, dreadful will be your dy-
I%Slﬁglg.ad no dependence upon her
acquisitions, or upon her moral char-
acter: she repeatedly declared to those
around her, “ There 1s a knowledge
that must be given up. : All knowl-
edge that does not spring from the
knowledge of Jesus Christ, and him
crucified, or that has not a direct refer-
ence to him, will prove, at last, to an
immortal soul, impertinent as a dream,
and unsubstantial as the chaff ‘Wh‘l‘ch
the wind driveth away. She said, “If
God were pleased to prolong her life,
she would chiefly confine her s_tudJEa
to that one precious book, the Bible.
She trusted for her ax._:ceptal}ce_mth
God, and for happiness in the invisible
state, to nothing she had k{mi?'n, or
done, or said, in her past life; but
10
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wholly and solely to the atonement
and mediation of her Savior. In a
word, she lived as becometh a saint,
aiming to regulate her temperand con-
duct by the precepts and example of
her Lord; and she died as hecometh
a Christian, renouncing her own right-
eousness, and simply relying upon
him who was made sin for us, though
he knew no sin, that we might be
made the righteousness of God in him.

During her long and trying illness,
her whole deportment was uniform
and consistent; she spoke the words
of truth and soberness; she expressed
her solid hope, and her stable peace,
in terms perfectly agreeable to what
the Scriptures teach us to expect from
those who are rooted and grounded in
the faith of the gospel, and who can
rejoice in God as their strength and
portion, when flesh and heart are faint-
mg. There was a striking elevation
and dignity, combined with simplicity,
in her manner and langnage. Know-
ing whom she had believed, and ex-
pecting to be soon with him to behold

B —— e e m —
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his glory, she employed the remnant
of hir g‘eath in praising him, in pray-
ing for others, in instructing, admon-
ishing, and comforting her children a_nd
friends who were with her. With
these views, she often continued speak-
ing, till, through extreme weakness,
she could speak no more. But as soon
as her strength was a little revived,
she resumed the same pleasing em-
Eluyment till within a few hours before
a dismission. ‘
Eléﬁcﬁpgre the fruits and effects, in
life and in death, of that rel}glun,
which, alas! is too generally stigma-
tized, in the present day, by hard and
contemptuous names, and despised as
enthusiasm and folly. But the day is
coming when they who dt:-:SplSE: it now,
however they choose to live, will sure-
ly adopt the wish of Balaam, (oh, may
it not then be too late!) “Let me die
the death of the righteous, and let my
last end be like his!”
May they who seek the gospel sal-
vation, and are at times subject to bon-
dage through the fear of death, take
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courage from this instance of aith-
fulness of God to his pmmisg;? ft‘;:;h
also, if they follow on, shall know thjg
Lord. He will answer the trust he
enables them to place in his word ; he
will gnide them by his counsel thm,ugh
h{fe(i through the valley of the shadow
glﬂ r;_ath’ and then receive them to his
On one saying, “ God is fai :
you know he is so; having luvgllfil]lil:;
own, he loved them to the end:” she
answered, “ Yes, he is fﬂithfu’l' n
years that are past, when fear has as-
sailed me, I have prayed to the Lord
my heart has been poured out before
him, and he has permitted me to talk
to him, as a man with his friend. He
has comforted me, and now he is an-
swering my prayers; by night on my
bed have I sought thee, and thou ar}t
my rock and my refuge; I renounce
all my righteous and my unrighteous
deeds; I have no hope or plea but in
thee.” On one saying, “In Christ
Jesus ?.Il the promises are yea and
amen;”’ and mentioning that text,
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« All things are yours, for ye are
Christ’s, and Christ is God’s,” she took
up the words, “ Yes, yve are Chnist’s,
and Christis God’s; and when Chnist,
who is our life, shall appear, then shall
we also appear with him in glory.”
Then looking affectionately on her
children, she said, “ My dear children,
you see your dying parent bearing the
testimony to the truths of God.” Soon
after, being in great pain, she said, “ If
my continuing here some time longer
may be of use to any person, I am
willing to stay. These, our light af-
flictions, which endure but for a mo-
ment, work out for us a far more ex-
ceeding and eternal weight of glory.”
While a person repeated the following
verse, “ While we look not at the
things which are seen, but the things
which are not seen,” and added, “ You
now are between both worlds, and see
the things that are invisible " she re-
plied, “1 do indeed—Lord, my sure
trost is in thy word, and thou will not
suffer me to be confounded; I trust in
thee, and know on whom 1 trust,” A
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friend, seeing her in much pain, said,
“I wish I could relieve you, but I can-
not; all I can do is to recommend you
to him who alone can afford you the
he_lg» you need. And, as dear Mrs. J.
said, when msing through the same
course, ‘ he has given you a full cup,”’
she replied, “ I only pray that he may
give me patience to endure. Thy will
be done.”

Towards the close of her life, her
weakness was extreme ; she said lit-
tle, except in those blessed words
which our Lord himself has taught us,
frequently repeating the Lord’s pray-
er, or detached sentences from it: par-
ticularly, “ Our Father. Thy will be
done: for thine is the kingdom, the
power, and the glory, Amen, and
amen.” For near forty-eight hours be-
fore her happy spirit took its flight, she
took little notice of any thing around
her; butabout twelve o’clock on Mon-
day night she cried out, “ Our Father:
ever and ever: Amen, and amen”
She then lay as one asleep, breathi
shorter and shorter, without the least
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trugele, till she entered into her Mas-
:er’sgfny, twenty minutes before two
o'clock, on Tuesday, the 12th of March,

1799.

MRS. COOPER.

Of the early life of Mrs. Cooper a
near relative gives the following ac-
mgri}iss Mary Hanson, eldest daugh-
ter of John Hanson, Esq., was born in
London, September 16th, 1786. She
was favored with a religious educa-
tion, and was not suffered to enter in-
to those foolish amusements which are
so injurious to multitudes of young

ons.
pe‘r‘sAt twelve years of age she left
school, and completed her edqcatmn
under private tuition. This, with the
encouragement held out to her appli-
cation and improvement by an intelli-
gent and affectionate brother, proved
the means of exciting in her ardent
mind that thirst for knowledge, which
ever after proved a source of constant
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delight. Her early years were passed
in comparative solitude, her parents
rightly judging that the example of
youth, in general, afforded but few in-
stances worthy of imitation. But at
the time she thought this a very un-
necessary strictness, and envied those
whose less cautious parents suffered
them to form acquaintances withont
inguiry or concern. :

“ At this period, and previously to
her leaving school, she often felt deep
convictions of her own sinfulness, and
the absolute necessity of personal re-
ligion. I have known her frequently
at school assemble several of the
girls together in a large closet, and
there speak to them, and pray with so
much earnestness that they all have
been melted to tears. These impress-
ions, however, were but as ‘ the morn-
ing cloud and early dew, and were
succeeded by a very different dispo-
sition of mind. In the summer of 1802,
she for the first time left her parents’
house on a visit to Portsmouth and the
Isle of Wight; where the natural gai-
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of her mind, which had been hith-
Ego under restraint, meeling with ob(i
jects congemal o its taste, appeare
in all its ardor. Card parties and gagi
visits were now her delight; and
have often heard her say that she en‘i
deavored to disbelieve the Bible an
the existence of a God. The reflec-
tions of her retired moments wergrgnw
so intolerable to ]_.r].er, that to WE
them she read, with her aecustomei
avidity, volume after 'ifulume of novels
and romances. Fascinated with thg
world and its mannqrs,.shg returne
home with a mind little disposed 1o
enter into those serious a;ad self-der}j[-
ing views of religion, which the Spm}'
of God had wrought 1n the minds %
three of her own family during her a };
sence; she, however, attended Tlg
them at the Lock chapel, where Ei"
judicious and intelligent preaching of
the Rev. Mr. Fry first arrested her 'ﬂtd
tention, and then excited in her min
an earnest concern for the salvation of
her soul. She soon became a mem-
ber of the church, and also united her-
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self with a society called a

tion Meeting, under the sfpueliﬁgi:
dencgz _of‘ her minister, for the purpose
of spiritual advantage and instruct?un i
and exerted herself to the utmost of
her power, to instruct a large class of
girls in the Sunday school of that so-
ciety. But her removal to Hammer-
smith in the spring of 1803 put a peri-
od to this work of love in which she
so much delighted ; and it was not un-
til the year 1806 that an opportunity
again occurred of resuming her suc-
cessful endeavors to impart knowledge
and light to the benighted mind'sg;f
the ignorant. This she did not onl
on the Sabbath, but constantly twicg
in the week ; for she devoted her even-
ing hours to instruct ignorant children
mn Frr;%ng, arithmetie, &c.”

n the year 1806 she be

down her religious experiegna:e tia]zgf;
by way of meditation and reflection
than diary. From the age of seven-
teen, she had renounced the world, be-
ing fully persuaded that none of its
pleasures or pursuits could impart hap-
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piness to her immortal spirit. Fora
considerable time she was a plant that
flourished in the shade, and her real
worth was little known ; but had God
in his providence called her to a more
public situation in life, such were her
natural abilities, and so highly had she
cultivated them, that she would have
ranked high among those excellent
and intelligent women who are an
honor to our country. An extract from
her meditations will more justly por-
tray her character than any thing that
could be said by any other person.
The first entry of this kind 18 dated in
her twentieth year.

« July 20th, 1306.—Happiness is the
universal object of pursuit; but how
various are the ways which men pro-
pose to themselves for its attainment.
When the desired object is possessed,
alas! it also has inscribed upon it,
¢ yanity #nd vexation of spirit” The
hope still remains that the next at-
tempt will prove more successful ; but,
alas' it is not in the power of finite
creatures to impart it. God, in his
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wisdom, has made us dependent on
himself for happiness; he has. given
us a freewill, to choose this world for
our portion, or himself, from whom
flow pleasures for evermore. Sin has
so bewildered, so darkened the facnl
ties of our souls, that every thing be-

yond what is finite is enveloped in a

mist. . Revelation, the best gift of
God to man, unfolds the glories of an
invisible world. = The solitude I, _
so long enjoyed, and yet, alas! so lit-

" tle improved, has often led me to retire

into my own mind, and converse: with
my heart. Ihave discovered a jewel,
little prized because little known.. This
freasure, bestowed on all God’s crea-
tures, when improved, may become a
source of consolation and felicity that
will make them superior to the con-
tempt of men and the agitations of dis-
quietude. I feel convinced that to im-
prove my intellectnal powers is to
have in store a constant spring of de-
lights; it may prevent me from run-
ning into those snares which are held
out as baits to the vacant, listless mind.

have
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But let me not forget that inward m?ln-
itor, that sonl bestowed npon me; t acil;
it is immortal, and will return to God
who gave it; and that it is made ca(i
pable of happiness or misery beyon
this visible state. " The thread of life,
so very slender, so soon broken, 13 In
the hand of God. O, thou searcher of
hearts, cold and senseless as 1 am to
spiritnal things, let not a consideration
at once so awful and impressive pass
over;fay mind withoutits due weight.
“ The following account of her last
moments has been drawn up by Mr.

- Cooper.

* « For several weeks before the con-
finement of my dear wife, she seemed
to enjoy the public means of ;,1,,5!:'111z:n311.1 as
well as family Worsmp,‘m a more than
-di degree. -
qrc}s I']Lls%hrg dajgr, before her confinement,
viz., Sunday, June 14th, she was velg
unwell, and could not. attend public
worship in the morning ; but being con-
. siderably better in the evening, we
went to.St. Mary, Woolnoth, to hear

~ her esteemed friend Mr. Pratt. ~ She
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very much enjoyed this o ity ;
and on our return home we %P;;:ggi
three quarters of an hour together in
mutual prayer and singing several
hymns. We then called our family to
prayer. Just before retiring to rest she
said that althongh she had not been
able to at}lend the house of God in the
morning, her soul had been -
freshed throughout the da}r'greatly i
“ The following morning, June 15th
she was sensible that the time of trial
was approaching. She was very cheer-
ful, and several times expressed her
confidence that God would be with
her and support her. A little after
midnight she became the mother of a
fine boy : there was nothing attending
the event to give any ground of alarm
and through the whole of Tuesday she
was as well as could be expected ; but
In the evening dangerous symptoms
appeared. The best medical advice
was obtained as soon as possible ; but
from this night she thought she could
not recover. She said to the nurse
“ Ishall die;? who replied, ¢ If it should
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be the will of God, I hope you are not
afraid of death. She answered, ¢ Oh,
no” On Sunday morning she alter-
ed so much for the worse, that scarce-
ly any hope remained. As the strict-
est injunctions were laid upon us by
the physicians to keep her as quiet as
possible, I had very hittle conversation
with her during her sickness; but she
appeared to be in a comfortable and
resigned state.

« On Monday morning, June 22d,
perceiving there was no human prob-
ability of her recovery, I thought 1t my
duty to inquire the state of her mind;
and after praying with her (in eve?r
petition she heartily joined,) I said,
‘ What a mercy it is, my love, that we
have a God to look to in all circum-
stances” * Yes,’ she replied, ‘and I
have not far to go; he is very near to
me. Isaid, ‘ God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in time
of trouble ; do you find him so? She
answered, ¢ Yes, I do’ At another
time she said, ‘I am very happy; I
have no fear’ 1 asked, ‘Is Christ
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precious to you ? do youfind him near ?
She said, ‘ Yes, very near to bless;
he says to me, I am thine, and thou
art mine.’

“ Having left the room, in a short
time she said to my sister Mary, ‘Tell
my dear husband to come here.” When
I went she said again, ‘I am very
happy’ < What makes you happy?

‘My Jesus,’ she replied, and then re-
peated,

¢ This life's a dream, an empty show :
But that bright world to which I go,
Hath joys substantial and sincere :
When shall I wake and find me there ?’

Jesus is the rock of ages: he is my
rock. Bless the Lord, O my soul ! and
all that is within me bless his holy
name! When the nurse inquired if
she recollected a psalm she had been
repeating, she immediately said, ¢ The
Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear? the Lord is the
strength of my heart; of whom shall I
be afraid ¥

“When I returned I found her in
the same happy state of mind, saying,
‘Glory be to God in the highest' I
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ave experienced a glorious elevation
Ef' mindp! it is all over’ Afterwards
to my sister she said, ‘O Mary, can
we ever doubt such a Savior? sand
added, ¢ Come unto me all ye that fear
God, and I will tell you what he hath
done for my soul! and then turning
to her sister, said,M; YE.‘:}I can praise

; cannot you, ry. ;

G?fl éh?was gﬂntinua.liy repeating the
promises of God, and observed, “ '?Vha.t
a promise-keeping God we l}ave ! Be
not faithless but beheving. When
her sister inquired if she found the
Lord to be her refuge and strength in
this time of need, she answered with
much fervency, ¢ Oh, yes; and then
putting her hands_together, and ‘ﬁxmg
her eyes upwards, she said, ‘Cla
your hands, all ye people, come an
let us exalt his name together” She
then began to pray with great earnest-
ness, often saying, ‘Bless the Lord, O
my soul! She afterwards repeated
some lines from the hymns of Dr.

Watts, among which the following
11
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W(']ere nearly the last words she utter-
ed:
¢ My flesl shall slumber in the gromnd,

Till the last trumpet’s joyful sound ;
Then burst the chains with nwael:'d;urprine
And in my Savior's image rise.? [

“ She was then seized with that

convulsion which deprived her of her ’

senses ; and in a little time her happy
spirit, freed from its earthly tabernacle
asc_ended to that Savier in whom shé1r
believed, and in communion with

whom, for several years of her life
chief happiness m;jrzsisted," o

MISS ELIZABETH SMITH.

Miss Elizabeth Smith was born i
December, 1776, in the county of r]r;u?
ham, England, where her parents then
lived in affluence. She was remark-
able in her early years for a thirst for
knowledge, for regularity, and reflec-
tion. During her youth she does not
seem to have enjoyed any peculiar
advantages, except in the instruction
of her mother, who appears from some
of her letters to have possessed an el-
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egant and cultivated understanding.
In 1785 Mr. and Mrs. Smith removed
to Piercefield, a celebrated and roman-
tic seat in the country; where, in the
summer of 1789, Elizabeth became ac-
quainted with Mrs. H. Bowdler. Not-
withstanding the difference n their
years, they soon became intimately
acquainted ; and their friendship only
terminated with the death of the for-
mer; and let us not say terminated ;
we would humbly hope that it is but
suspended awhile, to be renewed for-
ever in a happier region. By Mrs. H.
Bowdler Miss Smith was introduced
to another lady (Miss H.) to whom
most of her printed letters are address-
ed. In 1793, a bank in which Miss
Smith was engaged failed; and this
unexpected stroke at once reduced
Elizabeth and her family from afflu-
ence to very narrow circumstances.
She lost her books, and the command
of all those elegant comforts and con-
veniences which are generally found
so necessary to the formation of fe-
male character. From that time till
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the summer of 1801, Miss Smith had
no certain home. Some part of that
period she passed with Mrs. H Bow-
dler, at Bath; several years were spent
in Ireland, where Mr. Smith was quar-
tered, amidst the inconveniences and
distractions of military life; and the
restat the houses of friends, or in a
hired house in the country. Yet it
must have been during these years,
and under such disadvantages, that
Miss Smith acquired that variety and
depth of erudition, which justly ren-
dered her an object of admiration to all
who knew her.  After the year 1801,
Miss Smith principally resided at a
small farm and mansion among the
lakes; where, in the summer of 1805,

she caught a cold, which though at
first it seemed trifling, terminated her

life on the 7th of August, 1806. She

was at the time of her death not quite

thirty years of age.

Of the force of Miss Smith’s genius,
and the variety of her attainments, the
reader will be able to form some judg-
ment by the extracts given from her

MISS ELIZABETH SMITH. 171

itings. We subjoin the following
:ur:nmary, which ialcontained in a let-
ter from Mrs. H. Bowdler.

“ The lovely young creature on
whose account I first applied to you,
had been, for above a year, gradually
declining, and on the 7th of August
she resigned her spirit to God who
gave it. Her character was so_extra-
ordinary, and she was so very dear to
me, that I hope you will forgive my
dwelling a little longer on my irrepar-
able loss. Her person and manners
were extremely pleasing, with a pen-
sive softness of countenance that n-
dicated deep reflection; but her ex-
treme timidity concealed the most ex-
traordinary talents that ever fell un-
der my observation. With scarcely
any assistance she taught herself the
French, Italian, Spanish, German,
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages.
She had no inconsiderable knowledge
of Arabic and Persic. She was well
acquainted with geometry, algebra,
and other branches of the mathemat-
ics. She was a very fine musician.

|
|
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She drew landscapes from nature ex-
tremely well, and was a mistress of
perspective.  She showed an early
taste for poetry, of which some speci-
mens remain; but I believe she de-
stroyed most of the effusions of her
youthful muse, when an acquaintance
with your great poet, and still more
when the sublime compositions of the
Hebrew bards, gave a different turn
to her thoughts. With all these ac-
quirements she was perfectly feminine
in her disposition; elegant, modest,
gentle, and affectionate; nothing was
neglected which a woman ought to
know; no duty was omitted which her
situation in life required her to per-
form.

“ But the part of her character on
which I dwell with the greatest satis-
faction, is that exalted piety which
seemed always to raise her ahove this
world, and tanght her, at sixteen years
of age, to resign its riches and its plea-
sures almost without regret, and to
support with dignity a very unexpect-
ed change of situation. For some
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ears before her death the holy serip-
furea were her principal stady; and
she translated from the Hebrew tfl;i
whole book of Job, &c., &c. How
she succeeded 1 am not _qunllfled to
judge; but the benefit Whlﬂh‘ﬁhﬂ her;
self derived from these st:uthes mus
be evident to these whe witnessed the

atience and resignation with which

she supported a long and painful 1ill-

the sweet attentien jwhwh she
:lefriys showed to the feelings of her
parents and friends, and the hewu'enlar
composure with which she looke
forward to the awful change WhmI&
has now remeved her to 2 worl
« where, as one of her fne_nds observes,
¢ her gentle, pure, and enlightened spir-
it will find itself more at home than
this land of shadows,’ ” &ec.

This goodness seems 1o us of a very
genuine kind. Miss Smith’s religion,
it must be remembered, was not rais-
ed in the hot-bed of controversy, nor
trained up in the nurseries and forced
soil of a party. It grew freely and
abroad : watered only by the dews and
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rains of heaven. It was less the off-
spring of feeling than reflection; it
was rather solid than showy ; it taught
her seriousness and humility, kindness,
resignation, and contentment. It sus-
tained her through the trials of life,
and cheered her dying hours.

MRS. MARGARET WALKER,

Mrs. Walker was descended from
an ancient family in the shire of Pee-
bles, North Britain. Her father was
Mr. James Geddes, an advocate at the
Scotch bar. He married Elizabeth,
eldest danghter of Patrick Grant, Esq.,
a judge distinguished for knowledge
and integrity. The only fruit of this
marriage, besides a short-lived infant,
was Margaret, the subject of this me-
moir. She was only two years old
when her meother died: her father
marmied again, but in a few years was.
cut off by consumption.

Margaret was born on the nineteenth
- of August, 1737. Her first serious im-
pressions were formed so early as in
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tenth vear, at Edinburgh. Mr.
%?Tlhitﬁeld‘ﬂ ?{;irst visit to that city, and
his occasional labors there afterwards:
were made singularly useful to her;
as, it is remarkable, they also were to
her future husband. She soon felt tht}
opposition between the friendship o
this world and that of God; but having
found the pearl of great price, she 1?&3
enabled to sell all to obtain it. Nat-
urally amiable, diffident of her opin-
jon, and disposed to yield to the judg-
ment of others, she was yet on thlm
point fully determined at a very early
period ; and, during her whole life, de-
cision, fervor, and consistency distin-
guished her profession of the gospel.
Miss Geddes occasionally spent
some time in the Highlands, where,
thongh she often felt the want of pulll)-
lic worship, she was happy m Ih c
company, and was reciprocally 3
great comfort, of a most excellent an
pious aunt to whom she was much at-
tached. Indeed, as she possessed a
remarkably cheerful and social tem-
per, which, notwithstanding all the
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trials of her past and future life, never
forsook her, she was singularly quali-
fied to enliven others.

From the time when the late Rev.
Robert Walker became one of the
ministers of Edinburgh, she sat under
his valuable and faithful ministry.
For this most respectable and excel-
lent clergyman she formed a strong
friendship, which lasted as long as he
lived, and which she considered as one
of the chief blessings and privileges of
her life. The writer of these pages
believes that it was in the course of
this intimacy that she became first
known to the gentleman of the same
name, though no relation, whom she
afterwards married, Mr. John Walker,
merchant in Edinburgh. Mr. Walker
was far her superior in years, but the
worth of his character was to her the
strongest possible recommendation.
They were married on the 29th of
October, 1766, and lived together up-
wards of nineteen years, He died
March 13, 1786, aged 74.
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. Walker's married life became
mkl?: life of trial. She thought Bhﬁ
had learned that it was to be throug
much tribulation she was to enter mnto
the kingdom ; she now found that to
make it so, it was to be continued trib-
ulation. Long protracted sickness,
with its weary and dark approaches,
« darker every hour,” began to under-
mine her family, and at last death rav-
aged it. Her eldest son, a fine boy,
was seized with a very painful, }t:-
dious illness, which terminated in his
death. Some of her other children
were weakly ; her own health suffer-
ed ; and her husband began to decline.
His disease became rapid. After his
death she was for some years tl}reaf:i
ened with the loss of a daughter; a}?
when the latter recovered, another
daughter was laid on a l‘mgenng s}ck-
bed, from which she never msai SO
lingering, that this afflicted parent 1:13
continued to hope for a recovery, but
she was at last called to close her
youngest child’s eyes. But in all these

deaths she had the happiness of ﬁt—
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nessing the departure of the redeemed
of the Lord. Severe and continued
were the exercises of her mind, but
upon the whole happy was the issue.

Her dying triumphs are thus describ-
ed. No pen can do justice to the con-
trast that was exhibited through the
whole of Lord’s day, between excru-
ciating agonies and the triumph of
faith. She often said, “I have fel-
lowship with martyrs;” and looking
with tenderness on her family around
her, exclaimed, “ Oh, may none of
you, in dying, suffer what T now do '
Oh, dissolution ! dissolution! how dif-
ficult to endure! It is not easy to
separate soul and body; but itis all I
have to suffer. It is not the worm
that dieth not, nor the fire that cannot
be quenched. These light afflictions,
which are but for a moment, shall
work out for me an eternal weight of
glory; for me! for me! unworthy
though I am, an eternal weight of
glory for me!” One saying, « This is
Sabbath, the day you have always

loved;” “ Yes,” she said, “I have
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Sabbaths and ordinances here
i?:g‘t; but an eternal sabbath, tl}at 1S
the thing! Ever with the Lord! e;;
er, ever with the Lord !” These wor
were much in her mouth. She ex-
horted all who came near her, some 10
seek the knowledge of salvation, as
the one thing needful ; others t‘? con-
tinne steadfast unto the end. “ Oh,
said she, “ The importance of circum-
spection and consistency; of keepmtﬁ
the garments clean, that when dea :
comes there may be nothing to do bu
to die.” To a young friend she said,
« T will leave this scripture with you,
my dear, ¢ Being justified by faith, we
have peace with God,_ through our
Lord Jesus Christ” It is that pea.cF
which supports me in this severe su f
fering. Suffering here is no sign 0

God’s displeasure, and soon shall surti
row be turned into joy; and pains, a.nh
groans, and griefs, and fears, and deat

itself, shall die.” Afterwards she said,
« T die with a conscience void of of-
fence toward God and toward man.
‘The wicked is driven away in his
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wickedness, but the righteous hath"
hope in his death;” and again, em--
phatically,' “hath hope in his death.'
‘ Mark the perfect and behold the np-
right; for their latter end ‘s peace.”.
Not,” -added she, “that Iam perfect;’

but Jesus is, and I am complete in

him.” - Observing some of her family
looking eamestly at her, -she asked,
“Is. there -any -thing " frightful about-
me?:bring me my. dressing glass.”
Upon her request being evaded, she.
said, - “ Yes, do bring it me ::I wish to
see if there is'any thing unpleasant’

about me, and if I have yet much to

suffer.”  Upon looking ‘upon herself,
she said, “ Well, I am happy for your:
sakes to see Iam not ghastly; but I

have much to :endure, the traces of
death are not yet strong: enongh ; but.
I have nothing to fear; though I walk.
throngh the valley of the shadow of

death, I fear no:evil: it is no sub--

stance, only a.shadow; thy rod .and
stall comfort me. - Death, do thine of-
fice; thy sting is taken'out: sin is the .
sting of death ::I shall see the Lord:*
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1 shall be forever with the Lord; I1
cannot dwell with devils, I have noth-
ing in common with them ; I can have
no fellowship with devils.” ! She de-
sired the beginning of the fourteenth
of John .to be read to her; Liet not
your heart be troubled: in my Fath-
er's house are many mansions.” .
« She frequently repeated the Lord’s
words, “ Peace I leave with you; my
peace .I'give unto you.” - *“It is the
Lord’s peace,” said she; * often has
he given me this peace.in life, and
now in death. - Tell every body I die
in peace with God, and in peace with
all men.”: In:the' most 1mpressive

‘manner she blessed her family; and,

desiring to see her two infant grand-
children, kissed them, and prayed that

her God in covenant might be.themr

God. - “ My dears,”, said she to their

parents and her own two daughters,”:
“ I can part with you all: I can part
with all the world ; with every thing:
but Jesus.” Christ is my all in all. - Oh,

let me meet you all at last; and: so

shall we be ever, ever with the Lord .

T T T e
T ) T it
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To one who came in she said, “ This
is Jordan, but he shall not overflow
his banks. My Jesus meets me in the
flood, and will bring me safely through.
This 18 the trnial of faith, but it will
stand the tnal; I shall come forth as
refined gold. T am the happiest of
women ! such promises! such pros-
pects! such a God! Father, Son, I
adore thee !” Her pain still increas-
ing, she often prayed, “ Lord Jesus,
dismiss my spirit.”

A clergyman praying that she might
fear no evil in the dark valley, she ex-
claimed, “ None, I fear none!” To
another she used the same expression,
adding, *“ Though it is a long valley ;”
and then, “ Farewell ! I hope we shall
meet before the throne.” About six
o’clock on Monday evening she said to
one of her family, “ My conflict is
over; I think itis near now;’ and
then with great emphasis, “ My God !
my portion!” The sixty-sixth hymn
of Rippon’s collection being read, she
particularly noticed and adopted the
fourth verse:
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“ He by himself hath sworn,
I on his oath depend,
I shall, on eagles’ wings upborne,
To heaven ascend.

“ 1 shall behold his fuce,
I shall his power adore,
And sing the wonders of his grace,

For evermore.”

After this she lay for five or six hours,
seemingly breathing her last; aftesdy, =
which, suddenly opening her eyes, shegs"
distinetly said, “ No fears! no dark-

ness” These were her last words: "
she again sunk into insensibility, and
at twelve o’clock she fell asleep, Oec-

tober 19, 1802, aged sixty-five.

’ DR. DWIGHT.

Timothy Dwight, D. D., president of
Yale College, America, was born at
Northampton, in the county of Hamp-
shire, and state of Massa:chusatts, on
the 4th of May, 1752, Hisfather was
a respectable and opulent merchant ;
a man of sincere and unaffected piety,
of excellent understanding, and unex-
ceptionable character. His mother
was the third daughter of the celebrat-

12
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ed Jonathan Edwards, president of
Nassau Hall; and possessed a vigor-
ous and discriminating mind, and a
cultivated understanding. She early
began to be the instructress of her son,
and so great was his eagerness for
knowledge, that he learned the alpha-
bet at one lesson; and at the age of
four read the holy scriptures with ease
and correctness. “ With his father’s
example before him, enforced and re-
commended by the precepts of his
mother, he was sedulously instructed
in the doctrines of religion, as well as
in the whole circle of moral duties.
She taught him, from the dawn of
reason, to fear God, and keep his'com-
mandments ; to be conscientiously just,
kind, and affectionate, charitable and
forgiving ; to preserve on all occasions,
and under all circumstances, the most
sacred regard to truth; to relieve the
distresses, and supply the wants of the
poor and unfortunate. She also aim-
ed, at a very early period, to enlighten
his conscience, to make him afraid to
sin, and to teach him to hope for par-
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don through Christ. The impressions
thus made upon his mind were never
erased.”

At the age of siz years he was sent
to school, where he diligently studied,
and made such rapid and extraordin-
ary advances in every kind of knowl-
edge, that at a very early age he was
well acquainted with the Greek and
Roman classics, history, geography,
and astronomy; and whilst he was
greatly pleased with the beauties
of Homer and Virgil, he entered into
the abstract reasonings of Locke and
Newton. His conduct and character
was, at this time, highly consistent and
moral. At the age of thirteen, he was
admitted a member of Yale College.
After far out-stripping his rivals in the
career of literature, he was called to
become a tutor in Yale College, at the
age of nineteen. This office he filled
with advantage to the institution, and
credit to himself. Soon after this ap-
pointment, his father, however, died,
and he was compelled to resign the sit-
uation, and to tc&e charge of his moth-

DR. DWIGHT.
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er and a large family. Thus he pass-
ed five years of his life, during which
he twice consented to serve the town
as their representative in the state
legislature. In May, 1795, he was
elected president of Yale College.
This was a sitnation eminently adapt-
ed to him, and one in which he was
enabled to advance the interests of
learning and religion. When Dr.
Dwight entered upon his arduous du-
ties, the students were infected with
infidelity ; but in consequence of the
efforts of his wisdom, prudence, zeal,
and learning, alike firm and well-prin-
cipled, he succeeded, to a great de-
gree, in exterminating opinions so in-
imical to the best interests of society.
He soon afterwards became a preach-
er at Greenfield, and notwithstanding
the variety of his college engagements,

he found time regularly to compose-

two sermons every week. As a pro-
fessor of theology, he was equally em-
inent ; he was well read in the most
eminent fathers and theologians, an-
cient and modermn; he was a good
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Biblical critic; and his sermons, con-
sisting of five volumes, 8vo., should be
possessed by every student in divinity.
He also wrote “ Travels in New Eng-
land and New York,” four volumes,
8vo., “ The Conguest of Canaan,’ a

oem, one volume, 12mo., and a pam-
phlet on “ The Dangers of the Infidel
Philosophy.” Dr. Dwight continued
to discharge the duties of his station,
both as a minister and president of the
college, to the age of sixty-five, when,
after a long and painful illness, he ex-
pired on January the 11th, 1817. He
was endowed by nature with uncom-
mon talents ; and these, enriched by
industry and research, and united to
amiability and consistency in his pri-
vate life, unquestionably entitled Dr.
Dwight to a rank among the first men

of the age.

DR. MILNE.

A memoir of this missionary, who
died in Malacca in 1822, has just been
published by the Rev. Mr. Phillip.
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Milne was born in Scotland, in 1785.
In his youth he was remarkable for
profaneness and falsehood. He read
the Bible and learned the catechism
on compulsion, and sometimes prayed
at night through superstition. In his
thirteenth year, religious reading, the
example of two pious persons, a dread
of temporal danger, and deseriptions
of the sufferings of Christ, led him to
some reformation. Soon after, he at-
tended a Sabbath evening school, the
chief object of which was to induce
the scholars to search out and commit
fo memory texts in proof of given
- points in doctrine or duty. “ Here my
knowledge of evangelical truth in-
creased, and considerable impressions
of its importance were made on my
mind. My increase in knowledge
ynade me very proud; but I was led
to search the Scriptures and to pray.
Sometimes I used to walk home from
the school alone, about a mile, over
the brow of a hill, praying all the way.
At this time I began the worship of
God in my mothers family ; and also
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to hold some meetings for prayer, with

my sisters and other children, n &

barn that belonged to the premises.
At the age of sixteen, he was much

~ impressed by frequently attending

family worship at the house of a man
in very humble circumstances, who
used to accompany the reading of the
Scriptures with remarks, “for the in-
straction of his children, and to pre-
pare them for the solemn exercise of
prayer.” Milne was then in the ser-
vice of a family in the country who
were strangers to religion, and derided
those who paid any attention to 1t.—
His only place of retirement was
sheep-cote, where he spent many
hours in the winter evenings in pray-
er and meditation. He made a pro-
fession of faith in the nineteenth year
his age.
Of" Bong after this, he changed the
place of his residence; but again, un-
happily, into a family where God was
not worshipped. He carried, hu:wev-
er, his religion with him. He ‘con-
fessed' the Savior he had found, be-
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fore all the household : and so wi

that. he won them over to eszlﬁﬁg;
family prayer. Mr. Hill says, ¢ Both
his master and mistress became, to all

appearances, through his means, fol-

lowers of the Lamb. He adds, °
have also heard of at least one 3:}301{
that occasionally visited that house
and was much given to swearing, whé
became so impressed with what was
said to him, that he left off the wick-
ed practice, and joined himself to the
.:l:.nrq. Mr. Hill, on stating these facts
in his funeral sermon, said to his hear-
ers, ‘ William was, at this time, young
poor, and amongst the meanest of the
servants ; but even a herd-boy, or ap-
prentices, who know the Lord, ;Itﬂ.'jf Ee
the honored instruments of plucking

much prey from the soul-destroyer.’ ”
Of course Milne knew the value of
‘Sabbath schools, and Mr. Phillip says
It was the spark of Sunday school
zeal which kindled the flame of mis-
?gémrjr enterprise in his bosom.’ He

S:

“ He took a lively interest, and an
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active part in the Scottish Sabbath
schools. They could only be conduct-
ed by men of prayer, and he gave him-
self to prayer. The following charac-
teristic aneedote will illustrate what 1
mean :—Going one night with a friend
to visit a school, the road lay through
a solitary glen which resembled the
recess among the hills where he had
consecrated himselfto God; the scene
recalled his vows; he paused, and
said, “I am afraid to enter on the sol-
emn work of the evening without
special prayer. The two friends knelt
down together, and spent a considera-
ble time in fervent wrestling with
God. It was in this spirit he entered
the schools, and the scholars both
knew and felt that he was a devotion-
al man. There was an air and an
unction about him which revealed to
them that he had been with Jesus.”
Tn another place Mr. Phillip says—
« It is an interesting fact, and it
ought to have been introduced earlier,

that the first chapter of the ¥ ord of
God which he committed to ifemory
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at school, was the 6th of Isaiah. That
splendid and solemn vision did not, as
we have seen, lay any hold of his con-
science in boyhood ; but it is impossi-
ble not to see, in his habitual awe of
the divine holiness, and his love of
personal holiness, when he became a
Christian, that what laid hold of the
boy’s memory had much to do with
the formation of the man’s character.
Isaiah became one of his models
through life. 1t is thus that éircum-
stances call into play and power, in af-
ter life, truths which make no impress-
ion at the moment. Little did the old
granny, who taught William Milne to
read, and set him the sixth chapter of
Isaiah as a task, imagine that her cur-
ly-headed pupil would, one dav, make
Isaiah’s example his own guide in the
ministry, and his own standard of chax-
acter. Even to himself it must have
appeared almost a dream, when he
compared his first recital of Isaiah’s
words with his subsequent application
of them, especially when he said, in
reference to China, ‘ Here am I, send
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me " This little anecdote will emboib;y
to more eyes than my own the . y
tradging to school In W]l"itﬂl" Wltd a
peat for the schoolmistress's fire un ﬁr
one arm, and his Bible under the oth-
er, repeating to hil‘!’lEE%ﬂ : I,P the year
that king Uzziah died,’ &e.”
After his entering the missionary
school at Gosport, preparing for his

ign labors— ‘
fui?l’%ﬁisa sympathy with distant and

t nations did not divert his atten-
;?)?1 from the small villages of Hamp-
shire. The laborious student during
the week was a laborious 11_:merﬂntbnn
the Sabbath; a kome missionary, be-
fore the ‘ Home Missionary Snme}y’
called their churches to' their first rela-
tive duty; and whilst his chief elrll-
couragement * to speak the word to t 1'15
ignorant people’ within his reach,
was, that ¢ the prayers of the good pe;::i
ple of Duncaston (some of }11113 0
friends in Scotland) were fo ‘u?‘n{ggl
him into the villages.’ It is delig thl'l
to trace in his letters, at this time, is

vivid recollections of * the praying peo-
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ple’ of Huntly, Duncaston, and Less-
lie, and of his old Sunday school. I
am every Sabbath witzh you in the
school, though absent in body; he
says, ‘ I hope their prayers follow me"
Give my love to them.’”

An important instrument in fanning
the missionary zeal of young Milne,
was a flax-dresser, named John Bur-
net, who used to visit the Sabbath-
evening scheol, and accompany Milne
home by night. Mr. Phillip gives this
anecdote of him.

“ He was a flax-dresser, and worked
alone, and thus could work and talk at
the same time, when any of the boys
of the Sabbath school crept to his side.
One day as I stood watching him,
whilst the tow, and pob, and dust was
flying off from the heckle, and the flax
becoming like a skein of fine silk in
his hand, he said to me, * What does
all this teach you? What do you see
init? Isaw only, that he saw some-
thing good in it; for his ruddy face
was 7osy with smiles. ¢ You knew,
he said, ‘old father Frazer from In-
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-erness, who is now visiting Mr. Cow-
‘ih;m?ie says wonderful things, you
know, to every body. Well, when h;
was standing where you are, he tocid
a handful of that coarse stuff andlhe
it out to me, saying, ‘ Can yourse If put
that tow and pob into the bonny ax
again? You have heckled it ‘ou‘tl
heckle it #n again, John quIet. -
cannot,’ I said; ‘and wudna, if mkl !
« Weel,’ he said, * when grace hec kiss
a sin out of your heart, O dinna heckle
it in again. Once out, keep 1t 011]:’1:.

Now, my laddie, mind father Frazer's

advice” It is nearly forty years sm(;e

John Burnet gave me this lesson. O :

that T had acted upon it as well as

remember the time and place of it.

SAMUEL MUNSON AND HE.HEY 1_.'mm,
The Murdered Missionaries. |
Samuel, son of Sa.mq_el and Eliza-
beth Munson, was born in New SNhar-
on, Maine, March 23};], 1804.Eubj:;z
t time, his parents became
Ef[‘agmee. and apttended faithfully to the
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religious instruction of their household.
During childhood, young Samuel was

several times the snbject of distress-
ing apprehension on account of sin.
His conscience, which appears to have
been habitually tender, was often
quickened, at that period, by divine
truth.

At ten years of age he was left an
orphan by an epidemic, which proved
fatal to both his parents. A friend of
his father now received him to his
house, which, from that time, he con-
sidered his home. His fidelity and
sweetness of temper soon endeared
him to each member of the domestic
circle, and he was uniformly treated as
a son and brother.

His boyhood was distinguished by
the frank acknowledgment of his
faults, kindness of disposition, a win-
ning deportment, and that meek de-
cision which was a leading character-
istic of his riper years. His teachers
esteemed him for his integrity and ap-

plication to his task, and his mates al;-
ways welcomed him as a favorite com-
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ion on the play-ground. So strong-
{J;]:as young lliiunsun attached to lus
studies, that he frequently retired,
during the howrs of relaxation at
school, to gratify, in solitude, his strong
thirst for knowledge.

At nineteen years of age, the sub-
ject of this memoir hopefully experi-
enced “the washing of regeneratm:}:
and the renewing of the Holy Ghost.
As no particularaccount of his relig-
jous exercises, at that pepod, have
been preserved, the following narra-
tive of the Rev, Josiah Peet, of Nor-
ridgewock, drawn from pe_rsnnai knnjwl-
edge and recullenu:;, will be gratify-
' the pious reader.

g Eabnrigg occasionally in the work
of the ministry, in New Sharon, I be-
came acquainted with Samuel Mun-
son, some time in the year 1818, he
being, at that time, about fifteen years
of age. Iregarded him with interest,
both from his personal appearance, al-
so from the fact that he was m:il, nrfl;)t::.
As my acquaintance increase .
ceiveg hzqwas an unusually sedate,
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modest, reflecting, sensible youth ;
were he tobecome pious, I thought he
would be a suitable young man to
study for the ministry. = His religious
impressions commenced in the early
part of the year 1823. His convictions
were deep and scriptural. He saw
himself to be a depraved, guilty, and
lost sinner; and that nothing short of
renewing grace, and an interest in the
merits of an Almighty Savior, could
save him from impending, merited de-
struction. At length he was enabled,
as he hoped, to cast himself upon the
arms of the Savior, and experienced
peace in believing. Though the hope
he cherished was a trembling one, he
gave satisfactory evidence of a change
of heart. He saw in himself such un-
likeness to God, and so much that was
wrong, that he was slow to believe
there could be any thing truly good.
“In the course of the summer, oth-
ers, who obtained hope at the same
time with himself, offered themselves
to the church, but he kept back, feel-

Ing himself to be too unworthy and
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unfit to take this important step. At
a subsequent visit, however, I_found
that he had concluded it to be his duty
to own Christ before men. According-
ly he offered himself for examination,
and on the 28th of September, 1823,
was admitted to the church in fall
mms?:;m:ﬁer his admission to the
church, his mind was much occupied
with the question, whether he ought
not to seek a preparation for the work
of the ministry. At length, after re-
peated interviews with Mr. Peet, he
resolved to enter upon a cowrse of
preparatory studies, and during sever-
al of the following months, he receiv-
ed gratuitous instructions from his cler-
ical friends. He then joined the acad-
emy of Farmington, where he pursued
his studies through the summer and
fall. The next winter he taught school
in his native town; and though his
pupils were formerly his school-fel-
lows, they readily yielded the respect
due to his superior attainments and
Chri!glan decision.
1

"
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That season, for the first time, pray-
er was offered in the school merni
and evening. At the close of his en-
gagement at New Sharon, he returned
to Farmington, where he remained till
the fall of 1825, when he entered Bow-
doin College.

The following account, which he
drew up near the close of life, shows
what difficulties opposed his first en-
deavors to prepare himself for the

“In 1824, I was received under the

patronage of the Maine Branch of the
American Education Society. About

a year previous, I indulged a hope in
a precious revival in the town of New
Sharon. Though I was then laboring
on a farm, it was my prayer to God,
for many months, that he would direct
me in the right way. I was desirous
of doing good; but how I eould ac-
complish the most good did not then
appear.

I wanted, but I dared not mention it
to my most intimate friends, 1 wanted
to prepare myself to preach the gospel
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to the heathens; but my parents were
both dead; I was destitute of proper-
ty, nor had I friends who were able to
assist me. During this state of sus-
pense, a beloved friend in the minis-
try inquired of me what course I in-
tended to take. I could not answer.
The next time we met, he suggested
a preparation for the ministry; I told
him, without reserve, all my dlfﬁﬂtﬂ-
ties and wants. He then mentioned
the Education Society; I did not long
deliberate. The next week found me
toiling with my Latin grammar; I
studied a few weeks, and was exam-
ined by the directors, who admitted
me to their patronage.

« But new perplexities beset me;
the funds of the society were low, and
[ resolved to do with as little assis-
tance as possible. My wants, as stat-
ed to them, were always underrated.
Indeed, I did not wish to urge my
claims upon them, while the wants of
others, better deserving their patron-
age, might be greater than mine. The
consequence was that, during my
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: pfepara.tidn for- cﬂllége, I received

- from them less than fifty dollars. But
my studies could not be prosecuted
without books ; to run in debt for them
was impossible. . After every effort to
procure them had failed, I-sat down
with the apprehension that this might
be an obstacle thrown in my way by
providence, to prevent my progress to-

wards the ministry.. . I felt perplexed:

and -distressed ; my feelings . often
found vent in tears.. To abandon the
enterprise seemed like giving up the
hope of existence. At length, a dis-
tant friend offered to lend me all the
books : I wanted. : This dispensation
of mercy dissipated my distressing
doubts, and enabled me to go forward.

“ Though all the time that could be
spared from my studies was employ-
ed in teaching school, yet pecuniary
embarrassment was my constant com-
panion.. When my studies at the
academy were nearly finished, ‘I was
compelled to leave my class, and re-
turn once more to the pursuits of the
farm. - The remuneration which Ire-
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ceived for a few weeks’- labor enabled
me to defray the expenses of a jour-
ney to college, and meet incipient eXx-
penses there. .1 did not complain,
though compelled to make a_thanks-
giving dinner on bread and milk, The

object T had in view made me willing .

to submit to any measure of privation
which would ensure ultimate . suc-
cess” . . e - Sn b g

What object is here meant has been

_' already bronght to view. ¢ Secret

and inviolable springs” early set his
heart towards missionary labor. This
purpose, sacredly cherished in the
deep places of his soul, continued

steadfast through his academicand pro-

fessional studies, constantly animating
and guiding his intellectual pursuits.
The difficulty of meeting unavoidable

~ expenses, during his first year in col-

Jege, occasioned so much anxiety, that
he often found it impossible to appl
his mind to study as he wished.
« What adds to my perplexity,” he
remarks, “is, that one of my mtimate
friends, in similar circumstances, has
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sunk under his increasing burden.
We frequently associated and took
sweet counsel together ; we frequent-
ly encouraged each other, and mingled
our prayers and tears before the throne
of grace. Nothing now lies before me
but a dreary, dubious struggle. Were
it not that I am persuaded the hand of
God has brought me thus far, and still
Points onward, I should seek a refuge
m the bosom of my friends. When I
look forward Isee nothing in this world
but one continued scene of labor and

trial. When will this distressing anx-
iety, this body of sin, and these dreary
prospects, be exchanged for the calm-
ness, purity, and never-ending felici-
ties of the upper world ?”’

While in College, Mr. Munson unit-
ed a uniform diligence in the several
branches of his study with the prayer-
ful cultivation of spiritunal religion.

“ His religious character was well
developed when in college ; every one
saw in him one living under the in-
fluence of the gospel. His deportment
was serious, his feelings kind and
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uable, his discharge of duty consci-
:?tﬁous, his spirit prayerful, ..‘::Tlﬂ;l o:
deep and abiding sense of obliga
to his God and Savior. There wis
not one of his associates who, in loob .
ing back on college life, must not be
e e e
eir number ha e
gi:rhated missionary, Munson was t:lwu;;
individual. His conscmnuqusnesg o
very apparent, and was e.vmc_ed ¥th
close attention to a/l the studies of the
college course, because they were re-
quired, when, had he followed his own
inclination on the subject, as did sorille
of his pious associates at that timie, tg
would have attended more fully -
some to the neglect of others. He al-
ways appeared to me as a fine Bl}e]:?il;
men of one making the best use o
powers, and improving, to the utmost,
his time and opportunities to aogduui
useful knowledge. He was m gtsh
and unassuming in his manners, wi
a slight tinge of melancholy in his atpi-
pearance, which was, perhaps, consti-
tutional.”
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-..The greater part of the year after
he left Andover, Mr. Munson devoted
to the study of medicine in Boston and
Brunswick; the prudential committee
of the Board deeming some knowledge
of -the healing art highly important to
a missionary in the East. At Bruns-
wick, those who had known him while
a member of college, noticed the stri-
king progress, intellectual - and spiritu-
al, which he had made at Andover.

- Congregations in the vicinity, among
which he spent his Sabbaths, will not
soon forget his persuasive appeals in
behalf of the heathen. His discourses
on this subject. commenced with the
discussion of some evangelical doc-
trine, which was then shown to author-
ize, and imperatively to demand, SyS-

~ tematie, unremitted efforts for the sal-

vation of men. . As his own experi-
ence had tanght him the dependence
of a runed sinner on the sovereign
mercy of God, he strove to cherish in
the minds of Christians the belief that
without “the Spirit that quickeneth,”
the wisest plans, and the most abun-

i -3
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dant labors, must utterly fail to bring
a single pagan to the knowledge of
thetmth, . .7 206 o8 F s w

Just before his  embarkation, -Mr.
Munson preached a sermon from Acts
viii. 4, which-was published by the-

" board as one of their “ Missionary Pa--

pers.” - This eloquent tribute to the,
“gpiritof primitive Christianity,” shows:
that its author. delighted te commune
with primitive saints, of whom it has.
been said, “ To suffer and to love was
their taste.” | EE R

HexrY -"me was born at North-

ampton, Massachusetts,. Nov. - 23d,
1809. - He was the oldest son, and the
third child, of Theodore and Susan W,
Lyman,’ both natives .nf that town,
where they resided till 1827, when
they removed to Amherst, a few miles

distant.” Shortly after his birth, Hen-

ry was taken soill that hislife was al-
most despaired of. - While in that dan-.
gerous condition, as he was lymmgm
his cradle, his father, in an act of" sol-
emn devotion, dedicated him to the

ey o
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Lord, and resolved, if he should be

spared, to educate him for the holy

ministry. The infant’s life, which
hung in doubt a short season, was
mercifully preserved, and the tender
vows of his parents were kept in faith-
ful remembrance. Mr. and Mrs. Ly-
man deemed it their first care to im-
press divine truth on the minds of all
their children at a very early stage,
and with strict regularity maintained
the several branches of domestic re-
ligion.

The subject of this sketch, when a
child, was distinguished among his
brothers by a prompt and cheerful obe-
dience to his parents, and a disposition
to anticipate their wants. He also
displayed, at an early period, a re-
markable love of neatness and order.
Having completed the elementary
studies, customarily taught in the com-
mon schools of New England, he
commenced preparation for college,
purely in compliance with the wishes
of his father; for the plan was not at
all to his taste. His lively and enter-
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prising spirit would have been well
pleased with the pursuits of commerce
or agriculture ; almost any thing, in-
deed, rather than the grievous drudg-
ing which he fancied to be insepara-
ble from the life of ascholar. Till his
hopes and aims received a new and
nobler direction, he marveled at his
father's choice, and gave only a re-
luctant and moderate attention to his
books.

Reviewing his early life, Mr. Ly-
man confessed that he was a great
source of trouble to his teachers. “ Not
unfrequently,” he remarks, * did ‘I
smart under the rod, and, except in
one case, always deservedly. One
teacher remarked before the school,
that he hoped he should not be oblig-
ed, in future, to punish any boys so
much as he had me.” _

The “bad eminence” to which he
speedily rose may be inferred from the
following passage in the * Corner
Stone,” by Rev. Jacob Abbott, at that
time a member of the faculty. The
leader referred to was Liyman.
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“The officers were much encourag-
ed (in view of favorable religious ap-

pearances,) but our hopes were all

dispelled by the success of a manceu-
vre, which is so characteristic of col-
lege life and manners, that I will de-
scribe it. The plan adopted by the
enemies of religion was, to come up
boldly, and face the awakening inter-
est, and, as it were, brave it down.
The first indication of this design
which I perceived was this ;—I had
been invited by the serious portion of
the students, to address them one Sat-
urday evening, in a recitation room ;
the door opened, and in walked, one
after another, six or eight of the most
bold, hardened, notorious enemies of
religion which the institution contain-
ed. They walked in, took their seats
in a row directly before me, and look-
ed me in the face, saying, by their
countenances, most distinetly, ¢ Sir,
we defy you and all your religion;
and yet it was with that peculiar ad-
dress with which a wild college stu-
dent can execute his plans, so that
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there was not the slighest breach of
any rule of external propriety, or any
tangible evidence of intentional disre-
spect. Ican see the leader now, as
distinetly as if he was before me; his
tall form, manly countenance, and en-
ergetic look ; he maintained his ground,
as the enemy of God and religion, for
ar after this time.” _

a ygf‘ the numerous revivals which
have occurred in Amherst College,
that of 1827 was distinguished for its

wer, and the genuineness of its
fruits. Those who witnessed the won-
derful work of God at that memorable
season, do not hesitate to mention,
among the most striking cases of sud-
den, radical change, the name of Hen-
ry Lyman. Some account of this trans-
formation is here given in his own

e.

lal‘l‘gf‘:gt I should forget the particular
way in which I was led by the Spirit,
1 will here record it for the sake of a
frequent pernsal. But, lest I should
forget also ¢ the hole of the pit whence
I was digged, and thus be made to
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think lightly of the grace that saved
me, I will briefly notice my previous
character.

“ The next spring after I entered
College, there was a partial awaken-
ing among Christians, and I believe
one or two hopeful conversions. At
times I was quite anxious ; and again
quite loud in ridiculing the pious; I
was unwilling to be known as seek-
ing the Lord. While, therefore, I was
foremost among my companions at the
card table, in profane carousals, and
mock prayer-meetings, I would, as
soon as by myself, call on God to re-
deem my sounl. About this time, too,
a revival commenced in my native
place. A beloved sister was one of
the first subjects of the work. Being
but eight miles distant, T was often at
home; I saw many of my friends, and
those quite intimate, coming out and
acknowledging themselves on the
Lord’s side. The thought of being
left alone in the world, made me, at
this time, unhappy ; still I disregard-
ed all warnings and entreaties, My
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sister was particularly earnest and
persevering, but I met her with scoffs
and ridicule.” :

His deep convictions of sin are thus
described: “I recollect,” writes a pi-
ous class-mate, “a short interview |
had with Lyman, about fifteen minutes
before he obtained relief. The day
had been a very fine one for the sea-
son of the year; all nature seemed
hushed in silence; an almost perfect
stillness reigned throughout the col-
lege halls, interrupted only by the
voice of agonizing prayer, or grateful

‘praise. The Holy Ghost came down

that day with unwonted power. Be-
fore thz sun disappeared behind the
western hills, seven of my beloved
fellow-students had been brought out
of the bondage of sin and satan, into
the glorious liberty of the children of
God. It was late in the afternoon
that I repaired to Lyman’s room for
the purpose of conversing with him
and his room-mate, upon the great sub-
ject which then absorbed all our
minds. Lyman was absent in a neigh-
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boring grove, where he had been
spending most of the day. alone with
his Maker in deep anguish of spirit.
After a few minutes, and just as the
bell was ringing for prayers, Lyman
entered with a Bible in his hand, and
with a countenance the very image of
despair. No sooner was the door clos-
ed, than he exclaimed, with the deep-
est emotion, ¢ Brother B., what shall I
do? what shall I do? at the same
time bursting into tears, and crying
hke a little child. - When urged to
give up the controversy, and yield his
heart -to the Savior, he replied, that
this he had been trying to do all day,
but without avail; and again he sob-
bed and groaned aloud, still exclaim-
ing, * What shall I do? Fearing that
he was trusting to his own efforts, and

HENRY LYMAN.

the prayers of Christians, I remarked

that he ‘might well despair of any
thing he could do (short of coming to
Chnist,) or that his. Christian friends
could do for him; at the same time
assuring him that there was an infinite
fullness in ‘the Redeemer, and that to.

&

]'r
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Jdoubt his willingness to save every re-
turning prodigal was exceedingly un-
grateful and wicked, inasmuch as he
had declared that he would in no ‘wise
cast out any that.come to him.” Thad
time only to make two’or three other
suggestions of this kind, before the toll-
ing bell hastened us into thechapel.
During that evening I saw him again,
and he seeméd'strul_y an algered fmd
huppy voan 07 b Sl SiEn)

. "« The change was very marked and
striking. .- All. his ardor and energy
were devoted to the service of .Christ.
His piety was almost : uniformly glow-

ing.’ Frequently, in time of religious -

declension, he would.come -to my
roorn, - and - after - uniting _in . prayer,
‘wonld sit down and propose measures
for promoting -the spiritual interests of
*COHegl?.-,'::E_ : Tore : A PR i —T‘.. i

.. « No person of my acquaintance ev-
«r manifested a deeper 1nterest 1n so-
cial ‘prayer-meetings. - 'At such times
he would pour forth the desires of ‘his

heart with great fervency. No one
4
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216 HENRY LYMAN

who ever heard him pray will

h.it} tpeculiarly tjlarnest I:na}:rlner.“ i

was not till near the clo 1
collegiate studies that he madzek{::lfugl;
to his nearest relatives how his soul
panted for the work of mission. The
matter was first confided to that sister
whose tender solicitude and prayers
were closely linked with his spiritual
renovation. She was then on a visit
to Canada, and had written to her
brother an affecting account of the
moral desolation which exists in that
region. Mr. Lyman replied :—

_ “ But, dear sister, is there no por-
tion of the world destitute but Cana-
da? It makes my heart bleed to hear
the Macedonian ery, from Europe
Asia, and Africa. Millions bow tc:
Jt:t_ggernaut, millions to Mohammed
milhons to the pope, and millions to
the sun, moon, and stars. Every thir-
ty years seven hundred millions sink
:ti.; perdition from this earth; every

y carries some there;
shall be done ? s s
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« By divine leave and assistance I
will go. 'The pleasure of leading poor
heathens to Jesus shall not be sacri-
ficed for home, country, or friends.”

That true benevolence urged the
subject of this memorial to seek the
salvation of the heathen, appears in
part from the great and uniform con-
cern which he showed for the salva-
tion of his impenitent relatives and
fellow-students. While at Amherst
he often wrote to the formerin a strain
of tender and earnest expostulation,
beseeching them to forsake their sins,
and striving to portray the excellence
of that Savior in whom his soul de-
lighted. Of four brothers, who were
then “without God and without hope
in the world,” three have since pro-
fessed their faith in Chnist.

His endeavors to reclaim the irre-
ligions members of college were abun-
dant, and were accompanied by such
evident seriousness and good-will as
to secure attention from the most

thoughtless. The slightest appear-
ance of unusual solemnity in college

b.
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he was accustomed to welcome with
heartfelt %ratitude, and made it the
occasion of solemn fasting and er.
Indeed, he unifnrml;ngbuundpergyin
these spiritual employments, and dealt
severely with himself whenever they
failed to deepen his abhorrence of
sin and his love to Christ.

Mr. Munson and Mr. Lyman were
charged by the prudential committee
to spend a short time in Batavia,
thence to proceed on a tour of obser-
vation and inquiry to Pulo Nias, an
island west of Sumatra. They were
next, if possible, to explore the north-
ern part of Sumatra, occupied by the
Battas, a populous nation, so far made
known to the civilized world, by the
narrative of Sir Thomas Raffles, as to
claim special attention from Christian
philantﬁropy. Amboyna, Timor, and
Borneo were then to be investigated
by the missionaries, for the purpose of
ascertaining whether the way was
open for Christian teachers, and where
would be the most eligible locations.

ey i
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Near the close of their instructions
mmittee say — A

th?‘ %oou ‘ go bouzd in the Spint’ to

uncongenial climes, and distant na-

tions but partially civilized, and oppos-

ed to the religion of Churist, ‘ not knuw-’
ing the things that shall befall you.

¢ Afflictions, in different forms, it is
most likely, ‘abide you. Your labors
may be soon terminated by death.
But you have given yourselves to Je-
sus Christ without reserve, for the
work of missions among the penshing
heathen. That work you know he
regards with peculiar favor; for none
is so near like his own, and that of his
beloved apostles. He has pledged to
you, every where and in all circum-
stances, his special presence, assis-
tance, and comfort: ‘ Lo, I am "i?l‘l‘h
you always; ¢ My graceis sufficient
for thee; ¢ As thy days so shall thy
strength be; ¢ When thou passest
through the waters I will be with
thee, and through the nvers they shall
not overflow thee ; when thou walkest
through the fire thou shalt not be
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burned, neither shall the flame kindle

upon thee; for I, Jehovah, am thy

God, and the Holy One of Israel thy
Savior; ‘Touch not mine anointed,
and do my prophets no harm; ‘For
ve shall go out with joy, and shall be
led forth with peace; the mountains
and hills shall break forth before you
into singing, and all the trees of the
field shall clap their hands; ‘ Be ye
faithful unto death, and I will give
you a crown of life’ What need youn
fear in such a work, with such a Sa-
vior, and such promises? May you
have hearts filled with love to him and
his cause, and faith to realize continu-
ally his presence, and preciousness,
and power; and to trust the wisdom,
and plenitude, and unchangeableness
of his love.”

They arrived safely at Batavia, and
spent some time with the Rev. Mr.
Medhurst ; afterwards they set out to
explore the islands lying west of Su-
matra, and were generally well re-
ceived, but had to endure many priva-
tions in prosecuting their work.

. i e e
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From private letters wntten during
the tour, it appears that Mr. Munﬁs‘on
and Mr. Lyman endured many su Tir-
ings not noticed in their journal. s e
severe discipline, through which iay
passed before reaching Tappa;m? Y
resulted in great spiritual conso ;tmn,
courageous hope, and firm confi :i:_nce
in God. At this period, more pe ect(i
ly than ever before, they walkﬂe;
with God,” through a “supply of 3
Spirit of Christ ;" danger, fatigue, a.nf
want ministered to their religious a‘i
fections a high degree of punty an

h. -
Etr‘iﬁﬁle investigating the condition of
degraded savages, “led captive b;& 5111;’
tan at his pleasure,” they lnnged
close their preliminary labors, 1:;.11: klgo
about ¢ teaching the penl?’le publickly,
and from house to house. But &nagrei-
ably to their commuission, they ec,c.l
ed their course towa.rds other hatli; '
more populous nations, to leam w ]:E: _
er among them also Chnistian te;c fhr:
might not be introduced, Wi

prospect of success.
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With this design they arrived at
Tappanooly, June 17, 1834. Here they
wrote to their friends and the Board,
briefly neticing the dangers and mer-
eies of the tour thus far, and in acalm,
eheerful strain, committing their fu-
ture “way umnteo the Lerd.” These
letters were their last: the journey
which they now undertook conducted
them through many hardships and per-
is to a violent death, and we trust also
to “ eternal life.”

The last onset Si Jan describes as
follows :—“ About four o’clock in the
afternoon of that day, they turned sud-
denly upon a log fort, which was ec-
cupied by a number of men, arm-
ed with muskets, spears, &c. To
this fort they had approached within a
hundred yards without being aware of
it. On spying the fort and the men,
the interpreter offered to geo first and
parley with them: after him followed
the coolies with the baggage, and the
brethren, their two servants, and a po-
lice momer behind. When the inter-
preter arrived at the fort, Si Jan heard
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a disturbance, and on looking round
found a band of about two hundred
armed men close upon them, from the
side and the rear. The coolies upon
seeing the troop and hearing the noise,
threw down their burthen, and fled,
escaping on the other side; the inter-
reter also became invisible. Imme-
gjately the crowd of Battas came up-
on them, hallooing and brandishing
their weapons, threatening to dispatch
the travellers at once. They came so
near with their pointed spears and
muskets, that Mr. Lyman was enabled
to push by their weapons with his
hands, entreating them to wait a little,
and come to an explanation, taking off
at the same time their hats and throw-
ing them to them, with some tobacco
which they had. This not pacifying
the rabble, Mr. Lyman delivered up
his pistols, as did also Mr. Munson,
which were received and handed to
the rest, but the disturbance continu-
ed. Mr. Lyman then asked Si Jan
for the musket which he ecarried, but

Si Jan refused to deliver it up, saying
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he then should be left defenceless. Si
Jan even offered to fire, but Mr. Ly-
man withheld him, and asked for the
musket for his own use. Si Jan gave
it to him accordingly, and Mr. Lyman
immediately handed it over to the
Battas. Mr. Lyman then said, ¢ Call
the interpreter; Si Jan ran a little
way to call him, but not perceiving
him, turned round to goto Mr. Lyman,
when he heard the report of a musket,
and saw Mr Lyman fall, calling out,
‘Jan! Jan! A shout then rose from

the Battas, which was answered by

those from the fort. A rush was then
made on Mr. Munson, who was run
through the body, and fell. Another
shout then followed. The cook, who
had on a jacket given him by Mr.
Munson, was the next vietim. On
seeing the brethren fall he attempted
to escape, but was pursued, and by
one blow of their cleavers had his arm
cut off; while the cleaver went through
the arm into his side. Si Jan and the
police runner now ran for their lives,
and got into a thicket at a short dis-
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tance ; here they secreted themselves
under the bushes, and remam_ted tall
night (the evening shade,havmg a}-
ready set in,) until five o’clock next
morning. While Si Jan was in the
thicket he heard much shm}tmg and
rejoicing ; and about seven o clock the
Battas fired off their muskets, and then
ined quiet.”
rer'l;‘ﬂt;":hen? sudden death was sudden
glory ; they departed and were with
Christ, which was far better. The
manner of their death was violent, and
to human feelings dreadful; but of
Stephen, who died a more dreadful
death, an inspired penman assures us
that “he fell asleep.” Thus of our
brethren it may be said, “ They sleep

in Jesus.”
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