


overlooked
harvest

ISTORIC CHATEAUS in the Loire valley . . . high rise
apartments in Nantes, Potiers, Paris . .
vesting grain . .

. farmers har-
. highways congested with vacationers
... tourists crowding scenic places . . . this is France.

Composite of many peoples bordered by Belgium, Ger-
many, Switzerland, Italy and Spain, France possesses a
national pride and linguistic unity which makes it a distinct
nation. “Whoever speaks French as his mother tongue is
French.”

The history of France is stained with the blood of wars
and monarchial executions. Joan of Arc was the heroine
of the Hundred Years’ War in which the English were
driven from most of France. There were internal conflicts
during the Protestant Reformation. Then came the French
Revolution and exploits of Napoleon Bonaparte. In this
century the country has been scarred by two world wars,
the Indo-China War and the revolt of Algeria. These wars
have decimated the male population of France. It is re-
markable that France has recovered and regained her
prominence among the nations of the world.

Is France a mission field? Is Brazil? France has 50 million
people of which less than two per cent are Protestant.
Brazil has 90 million of which five per cent are Protestant.

Evangelicals number more than 3,313,000 in Brazil with
250,000 Baptists in more than 2,000 Baptist churches. In
France, only 995 evangelical churches represent 34 de-
nominations. These are listed as 322 Pentecostal groups,
239 Plymouth Brethren Assemblies, 96 Baptist congrega-
tions and 158 representing various missions. France has
less than 3,000 Baptists.

Following the Reformation, 25 per cent of the popula-
tion were Protestant. It was a time of persecution by the
Roman Church. On St. Bartholomew’s Day, 10,000 Hugue-
nots (Protestants) were slain. The Edict of Nantes (1598)
finally granted religious freedom to Protestants, but the
Edict was revoked in 1685 and in a brief period of time,
2,000 church buildings were destroyed with thousands
either killed or exiled.

The religious picture in France is one of a disillusioned,
deceived and disheartened people. This generation of
Frenchmen have not heard the gospel. They are as lost as
the pagans of Latin America, Africa or anywhere else.

Yet, the Catholic Church is losing much of its power and
prestige over its people. To many, the Church is only a
place for baptisms, weddings and funerals. To quote Dan
Merkh, “Roman Catholicism is not just a simple religion
but a heritage of centuries. A Baptist French pastor told me
that after 30 years in the ministry he still has difficulty
throwing off Roman doctrine. The average man is typical
of the plumber who just did some work in our house. He
is a baptized Roman Catholic that followed his early train-
ing in the Church. I asked him if he had ever seen a Bible
and he answered, ‘I have never seen one or touched
one."

Church buildings have become museums and architec-
tural tourist attractions. | visited one famous cathedral
during a mass and found more tourists walking through the
building than worshipers in the chapel. The Roman Church
which once presented an image of absolute unity and au-
thority is now divided between liberalism and conserva-
tism, and its papal declarations are questioned. This
dilemma in the Roman Church could be the open door
for evangelicals to proclaim the Truth.
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£ We need personnel . . . who will

live godly in a pagan society. 33

The cults are having a “heyday” in Europe. More spirit-
ualist healers reportedly are at work in France than medical
doctors. The Jehovah Witnesses had 50,000 attending a
convention in London this summer. The Mormons had 50
missionaries in language school when Dan Merkh was in
French study three years ago.

Frenchmen are more philosophical than they are practi-
cal. Their arts express this characteristic. The Louvre,
largest art museum in the world, has eight miles of gal-
leries and among its 5,000 paintings is the famous Mona
Lisa by Leonardo da Vinci. Paris has 362 art galleries.

Approximately 500,000 university students study in
France. Intellectualism is highly respected and the French-
man has a fear of appearing ignorant. He will often appear
cynical and pretend to believe in nothing.

He is frank to express an opinion, but it may not neces-
sarily be his own. He respects the right of others to freely
express themselves but is sensitive to any coercion to ac-

cept that which he does not want to believe. This is a
motivating factor in his behavior and greatly affects his
making a personal commitment to Jesus Christ. Patience
with persuasiveness is essential for effective Christian
witness.

The Frenchman is individualistic and respects the inde-
pendence of fellow citizens. This behavior pattern is an
important factor in mass and personal evangelism. Because
of his independence, he may not be easily influenced by a
mass appeal to declare his faith publicly. Because of re-
spect for privacy, personal evangelism is not a natural ap-
proach in the French culture. The proverb, “A man that
hath friends must show himself friendly,” cuts across all
cultures. The winning of friends through genuine interest
is essential to an effective witness for Christ.

France is a mission field. Robert Evans writes in his book
Let Europe Hear that 36,000 towns and villages are without
a gospel witness. | drove across central France and saw




many of these cities. One of the first was the city of Bourg,
40,400 population, with no witness; Montlucon, 60,000
with one small Plymouth Brethren assembly and a small
Pentecostal group; Poitiers, a university city with 75,000
and a Baptist work is just beginning; Rennes, 188,000, with
two small Pentecostal groups; Cholet, 43,000, and no
church. Many other cities could be listed.

Our missionary, Dan Merkh, and family moved to
Nantes, an area of 400,000, and began a Bible study, in
October of 1967. The first Sunday morning service was
held on January 28, 1968. From this small beginning in his
living room has emerged a group of nearly 50 regular wor-
shipers. The growth has been amazing. It is comparable in
size to most Baptist churches in France, some of which
have been established for 20 years.

The congregation consists of families, youth and elderly
people. A rented building has been attractively redeco-
rated for a place of worship. One young girl from the

church has enrolled for Bible school training at Lamorlaye.

Missionary Joe Haas and family will complete language
study and assume the work at Nantes when the Merkhs
return for furlough next June. It is projected for the Haases
to open a work at St. Nazaire, 64,000, which has one small
Pentecostal group.

These missionaries are pleading for help. We need ma-
ture, experienced personnel who will have an understand-
ing love, who will learn French and become capable of
teaching others, who will live godly in a pagan society and
yet patiently nourish young believers; who will manifest a
friendly concern; who will sacrifice American biases and
be sensitive to the nationalistic pride of the French; who
will faithfully present the Word and trust the Holy Spirit
to produce the miracle of the new birth in the hearts of
Frenchmen. We need couples whose church or association
will send them to one of the greatest present-day mission
fields — France. []
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worldwide: cuban church grows

Nashville — The Cuban field is spirit-
ually and financially stronger than it
ever has been, according to a recent
report given by General Director J.
Reford Wilson.

He received the information via a
meeting in Europe with the Rev. Ra-
fael Josue, elder statesman of the
Cuban work. Deputational Missionary
Mrs. Mabel Willey was also present.
She and her husband, the late Rev.
Thomas Willey, Sr., pioneered the
work in Latin America and Cuba.

In three provinces, eight pastors,
three women Bible teachers and 15
churches remain as evidence of God's
presence in Cuba today. These
churches combine to form the Cuba
Association of Free Will Baptist
Churches of which Antonio Echevarria
is the president. Highlighting the
month of June, a youth convention
drew 400 people to the Cedars of
Lebanon church conference center
(formerly seminary property).

Regular chapel services are allowed
and are being conducted. However,
for special services, such as baptisms,
weddings and conventions, permis-
sion must be obtained from the gov-
ernment 15 days in advance of the
event.

Since Castro’s take over in 1959,
several meeting places have been
closed. They were mainly those at
local homes located in farming com-
munities, where no permanent church
buildings existed. Evangelistic out-
reach is confined to regular church
services, since visitation, religious
broadcasts and literature distribution
are prohibited. Despite these restric-
lions, conversions are still occurring
and the church is growing.

Since the revolution, some Free Will
Saplists have left Cuba for other coun-

mrs, willey and josue in europe
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EVENTS OF NEWS AND PRAYER SIGNIFICANCE

tries, such as the United States and
Spain. Formerly a pastor in Cuba,
Benito Rodriquez maintains a vital
ministry for the refugees through a
church and day nursery in Miami. In
Madrid, Loriet and Mercedita Hernan-
dez lead a Bible study group. He was
a youth director, and she, a church
organist, in Cuba.

ivory coast: a child dies

Bondoukou — Missionary Lonnie
Palmer, Jr. writes compassionately
about the death of an African child:

“The services have ended for the
night. The Christians have gone to bed
and the village is silent. The lonely cry
of the bush-baby in the distance
makes us realize afresh where we are
and the situation around us.

“Our thoughts turn again to the
little four-year-old child that we
buried yesterday. He had been sick
for a month. The only medicine given
to him was something conjured up by
a witch doctor which had no power to
relieve the suffering or pain, nor to
cure.

“He had been deprived of the pa-
rental love, sympathy, understanding,
and the good things of this life that
so many of us take for granted. Now
he was buried, wrapped in an old
cloth, and placed in a wooden box
made of rough planks nailed together.

“How hopeless is the lot of man in
the world! But how thankful we are
that we can speak of a resurrection in
Christ Jesus, of a compassionate God
who offers happiness and immortality,
and of death as the door into the joys
of the Lord.”

stateside: biography begun

Nashville— Communications Director
Jerry Ballard left his headquarters desk
mid September to begin the first draft
of the biography of the late Rev.
Thomas H. Willey, Sr.

Mr. Willey, veteran Free Will Bap-
tist missionary to Latin America, died
October 18, 1968. In December of the
same year, the Board of Foreign Mis-
sions authorized Ballard to write the
biography.

Research finalized, Ballard is now
beginning the first draft of the book
in North Carolina.

ivory coast: a “‘typical’’ sunday

Doropo — In a recent newsletter,
Norman Richards, missionary to lvory
Coast, writes an interesting account of
a typical Sunday:

““Sunday is a busy day . . . beginning
with services at 8:00 a.m. at the
Doropo village church. After this serv-
ice, we go to a bush village recently
opened to the gospel witness.

““Occasionally something happens
which disrupts our schedule. For ex-
ample, on two consecutive Sundays
we had a flat tire on the way to the
bush village. Without a spare tire the
second week, we walked three miles
(round trip) into the bush for a service
and two more toward Doropo. Lorene
Miley, thinking something to be
wrong, came to our rescue in her car.

“Our reward for this extra effort to
preach the Word? One man came and
confessed his sins, wanting to live for
the Lord.”

Richards also mentions matters for
prayer: a house in Bouna and physical
strength against malaria, an imminent
threat during the rainy season.

african huts




stateside: why a-v deficit

Nashville — Explanation of the con-
tinuing deficit in the department’s
audio-visual fund is warranted by ap-
parent misunderstanding in some
circles.

Since the audio-visual fund was es-
tablished more than five years ago, no
missions money has been accredited
to it other than income from offerings
and rentals in connection with film
showings. The current deficit of $14,-
510.70 is the difference between cost
of maintaining the department’s film
library and producing new films and
filmstrips and the amount of income
from showings. No capital investment
has been made in the audio-visual di-
vision since the initiation of this fund.

Actually, only approximately half of
the income due the a-v fund has
found its way there. Department
records show that nearly 50 per cent
of offerings taken for film showings
has been designated to individual mis-
sionary accounts or received undesig-
nated and applied to the operational
fund. This is assuming that offerings
were received with every showing as
stipulated in booking agreements.

Prorating the present deficit over
the past five years of a-v ministry, the
net cost per year for operation of the
library and production of films is $2,-
836.96. The department considers this
investment fully justified for missions
educational value.

It has been erroneously assumed by
some that the current deficit is pri-
marily due to the production of the
motion picture ““Carnival of Pretense”
which was filmed in Brazil in 1965 and
released in English in 1966. Actually,
the major portion of cost of the Brazil
film has been recovered from state-
side showings. From an original cost
of nearly $13,000, the deficit on the
Brazil film now stands at only $5,-
624.81 and will eventually be elimi-

An exciting panorama of Free Will Baptist
nissionaries in action giving the
world'’s teeming masses.. . .

nated by royalties on future showings.

The major portion of the present
deficit is from maintenance of the de-
partment’s film library and deficits
carried over from old films which are
no longer in circulation and thus have
no source of income. A new film li-
brary arrangement that will eliminate
this part of the deficit is under study.
Also under study is a plan for capital
financing of new productions rather
than operating the audio-visual divi-
sion without capital investment, thus
keeping it forever in the red.

Here is a complete film-by-film
breakdown of the current a-v deficit
(deficit accounts in parenthesis):
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worldwide: news bits

Nashville — According to the number
of individuals requesting instructions
for sending gifts to missionary fami-
lies, Free Will Baptists overseas should
be looking forward to Christmas this
year.

However, certain problems arise
when high customs duties must be
paid by the missionaries for gifts. Cus-
toms regulations are continually
changing, making it impossible for the
foreign missions department to offer
specific instructions to those who are
sending packages to the various fields.
But here are some suggestions:

Send a cash gift to the Foreign Mis-
sions Department, P. O. Box 1088,
Nashville, Tenn. 37202. Mark it “per-
sonal gift” and it will be sent to the
missionary, rather than being placed
in his regular allowance.

If you want to send a package, cor-
respond directly with the missionary.
Request his preference and advice for
mailing packages from the States. In
this way, he will be able to avoid pay-
ing customs duties.

Always send packages via air mail,
never parcel post. Obtain the proper
sticker from the post office before
mailing the gift.

In other news, Free Will Baptists
will be participating in a prayer chain
instituted by the national church in
India. Prayer will continue from Oc-
tober 15 through November 30.

Congratulations are in order for
two couples. Bill and Glenda Fulcher,
missionaries to Uruguay, have a new
daughter, Susan Janell, born June 12.
During September, Bill and Joy Jones
adopted a son, Steven Marion. Former
missionary to the Ivory Coast, Jones
is now a member of the foreign mis-
sions board.

pray for india
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EVANGELICALS ARE USING mass media hardware on an

unprecedented scale. Computer programming seminars
have become an expected item in communications confer-
ence agendas. Religious cinematography is making great
strides forward. National Religious Broadcasters whose
membership has tripled in the last three years estimate
their combined annual radio and television budget is
$50,000,000. In Los Angeles alone, 3,184 gospel radio
broadcasts are heard every month and approximately
three-quarter million are aired annually across the coun-
try. The evangelical dialogue is no longer whether to use
the mass media for the witness of Jesus Christ, but how to
use it effectively.

Take the $50 million expenditure in television and radio,
for example. It would be difficult to evaluate its effective-
ness, but it is fair to say these programs have not arrested
the decline in church attendance. The latest Gallup poll
indicates that for the last 10 years church attendance de-
creased each year in our country — with the exception of
1967 when it rose one per cent. In 1968 it dropped to the
lowest point in 10 years. In spite of the fact there has
never been such a vast effort to communicate the gospel,
church attendance dropped 12 million in these 10 years.

Let's look at the world. In 1830 Protestants represented
25 pericent of the world’s population. By January 1960
they represented only eight per cent. “If this trend con-
tinues, by the year 2000 Protestants will be statistically
nonexistent in our world,” was the ominous statement of
Dr. W. A. Criswell, pastor of the famous First Baptist
Church in Dallas, Texas. The solution isn’t a matter of
buying a huge mass of time-on radio or television. We can-
not change this trend unless we learn to communicate ef-
fectively.

Marshall McLuhan devotes an entire page in his pro-

vocative book to print this one sentence: “There is abso-
lutely no inevitability as long as there is a willingness to
contemplate what is happening.” As Christians, are we
willing to face the facts and contemplate what is actually
happening in the communication of Jesus Christ?

Christ was the master of communication. After you
listened to Him you said, “Never man spake like this man.”
Why was it He gripped and arrested people with what He
said? If we discover more of the secrets of His folded-up
power — and | think we can — we can arrest the tragic
trend downward.

It is true Mark 8 and the feeding of the multitude re-
veals Christ the humanitarian, but it also presents Christ
the communicator. By changing only one letter in verse
one, the statement describes our own times as well, “In
those (these) days the multitude being very great . ..”

Confronting the multitude, Christ called His disciples
and spoke to them. He didn’t pray. He didn’t speak in
parables. But in six revealing words He unveiled the
powerful ingredient of successful communication — “I
have compassion on the multitude.” If we can’t say this we
can’t communicate His gospel — no matter how success-
fully we study the techniques and manipulate the hard-
ware.

Jesus Christ and 12 men faced the challenge of feeding
4,000 people. | am going to ask you to think of that ulti-
mate multitude — everybody, every creature — beloved
by Jesus Christ. As His disciples we are committed to one
supreme task, their evangelization. If we honestly face it,
demands will be made on our faith and time that would
never otherwise be made. Our limitations will show. The
point is clear — you can’t feed a multitude unless you
witness a miracle.

Without miracles we carry on our work like CBS or UPI
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or Look magazine. We develop techniques and study
everything from direct mail to cinematography. But after
we have become skilled in all these the unfed multitudes
still number hundreds of millions of people.

The tragedy is that we have settled for feeding a few.
If Christ and His disciples had fed four instead of 4,000,
this passage wouldn’t be worth reading. But that’s the story
of so-much of our Christian work today. We. settle for
small goals we can reach without a miracle. And while it’s
happening, more than two billion people go hungry with-
out a morsel of the gospel bread.

Before.a multitude is fed there must be cooperation.

(This may be the greatest part of the miracle!) Christ
found a boy who cooperated by giving up something he
needed for himself. Unless this happens the multitude is
never fed. Malturity wasn’t a prerequisite. Just love. A lot
of us who are so wise and mature can sit with folded hands
while two billion people starve without the knowledge
of Christ. But there was a boy whose love for the Master
included those the Master loved, and he surrendered his
lunch. With some it could be a new car. If the Christians
of this country would be willing to drive used cars instead
of buying new ones and invest the difference in missions,
the world could receive a witness so quickly you wouldn’t
believe it.

The goals of your mission — to tell everybody — are
absolutely impossible to attain by human endeavor. Here
at World Literature Crusade we must see miracles every
day or we utterly fail in our task of introducing an average
of 1,000,000 people to Jesus Christ every 24 hours. Be-
cause we have set humanly impossible goals we have used
thousands of hours of time on hundreds of radio stations
since 1946 to mobilize more than 90 million quarter-hours
of prayer. Remember, you don’t touch the resources of

McALISTER

by
JACK

God until you attempt the impossible.

What a thrill to see the Miracle-Worker in action every
day! The first-century disciples broke the bread. In our of-
fices we break the envelopes, but it is the same Christ who
blesses them to feed the multitudes.

I challenge you to give up something you need for the
multitude and see what Christ will do.

Christ’s miracle was based in compassion. ““I have com-
passion on the multitude.” Compassion comes from two
Latin words, “suffer with.” Over and over Christ relates
compassion to the multitudes. We can buy all the radio
and television time-we want, but if we don’t have compas-
sion nobody is going to get turned on to this gospel.

Christ was moved with compassion and nothing else but
compassion will move us. Only compassion will make us
give up something we need for others. Only compassion
will cause you to pick up a wounded stranger and let him
ride your donkey while you walk.

I love Christ's dogmatic statements. He didn’t say: “I
sense a feeling of compassion” or “What is needed in the
situation is compassion.” He said: “/I have compassion.
..." Let me ask you a clear-cut question: “Do you have it?"”

Disciples without compassion always have excuses. If
you base your decisions only on facts when you face a
communications assignment to a multitude you’ll always
come to the same conclusion. No amount of research and
know-how will take us beyond this fact — expertise in
communications hardware is impotent without the super-
natural presence of a miracle and the element of com-
passion.

Don’t ever tell Jesus Christ it is impossible to verbalize
and dramatize His love to the multitudes. As long as He
can find a selfless someone who is a communicator of His
compassion — there is hope . . . for everybody. []

COPYRIGHT 1969 BY EVERYBODY MAGAZINE.
USED BY PERMISSION.
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THIS COLUMN is coming to you live
from my hideaway here in beautiful
North Carolina where | am working
on the first draft of the Thomas H.
Willey, Sr. story. Usually when work-
ing on a writing chore, my biggest
problem is lack of information. In the
story of Pop Willey, my problem is
too much material and thus determin-
ing what must be left out of the book.

As | boarded the plane en route to
my writing retreat, | pointed to a
heavy, 20-inch long file box and told
the airline attendant, “You may not
believe this, but all that’s in that box
is a single book.” He didn’t believe it.
| should have told him that the book
wasn’t written yet, that the file con-
tained hundreds of pages of published
and unpublished manuscripts by or
about Pop, letters and notes made in
Pop’s own handwriting covering
nearly a half century of thoughts about
all aspects of life but centering pri-
marily on the wonders of the great
God of redemption.

Pop’s life was a full, rich, complete
one. His memoirs reflect this. To cap-
ture this life in feeble type is an im-
possible task. My hope is through print
to cast enough of his reflection that
the import of what he was will speak
for generations to come.

AN UNSCHEDULED STOP last night
was the annual missions rally of the
North Carolina State Convention in
Middlesex. It was an unofficial visit
as guest of my father, the Rev. L. E.
Ballard who is a minister of the con-
vention. You will recall that this is the
segment of Free Will Baptists in North
Carolina that withdrew from the na-
tional association several years ago
over a polity dispute.

| was appreciative of the warm re-
ception | personally received, and |
was heartened to see an increasing de-
sire by many in the convention to as-
sume their share of great commission
responsibility.

The N. C. Convention mission board
now sponsors missionary activity in
Mexico and Rhodesia. Harold Jones
and his family were appointed during
last night’s rally for service in the
Philippines in association with the
General Baptist foreign department. A

editor’s catchall

missions offering of $6,939.22 was re-
ceived.

The convention mission board re-
ported $71,218.65 in receipts for the
fiscal year ended June 30 and pro-
posed a budget of $75,000 for the
coming year, approximately 69 per
cent of the $65,612.82 spent went to
foreign projects.

The Rev. Joseph Ingram is director-
treasurer. His commission concern is
self-evident.

DOES THE CHINA CHURCH still exist?
After a quarter century of Communist
reprisal and harassment, has a gospel
witness in the world’s largest concen-
tration of population survived?

Writer George N. Patterson says,
“Yes,”” in the new Word Books release
Christianity in Communist China (174
pages, $4.95).

I was especially interested in what
Patterson has to say because of my
work on the Willey biography and
continuing study of God'’s working on
the island of Cuba. Castro’s govern-

PAYNE’S PEOPLE by Eddie Payne
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Help!! Helen, it's Missions Sunday,
and | can't find the kids' piggy
bank . ..

ment in many ways is following the
Chinese approach in dealing with the
Church.

The Church in Cuba today is about
where it was in China in the mid fif-
ties, according to recent reports from
the island and Patterson’s history of
the Church in China. For this reason,
Patterson’s book may provide insight
as to what's ahead on the island, as-
suming some variations in Oriental
and Latin thinking.

If the Church has truly survived the
past quarter of a century in China, it
can survive anywhere. The evidence
Patterson presents suggests that com-
munism in China has not succeeded
either in eliminating a vital Christian-
ity or in compelling all Christians to
conform to the Party line. Contrarily,
Christians are a force potent enough
to frustrate and infuriate the Com-
munists. And the Church seems to be
increasing in numbers and activity.

It is a different kind of church than
the one with which we in the free
world are familiar. It has been forced
to return to early Church concepts of
underground home congregations.
Whereas Christianity in its institu-
tional, formal form has been practi-
cally eliminated, Biblical Christianity
survives through its basic spiritual
unity that transcends bricks and mor-
tar, programs and superstructure.

In this 20th century parallel with
the experiences of the first Christians,
American believers are given the pro-
totype for survival in our own critical
philosophical environment.

COMING NEXT MONTH in Heartbeat
is an exciting story of God at work in
Panama, an appraisal of the mission-
ary’s role in a revolutionary world and
a “tell it like it is” accounting of the
cost of the care and feeding of mis-
sionaries. Planned for future issues
are articles presenting an Indian’s view
of India, re-examination of the mis-
sion approach to India, the changing
face of Romanism in Latin America, an
evaluation of the Roman Catholic ex-
periment in Panama and implications
for evangelicals, relationship of mis-
sions support with church growth in
the States, and synopses on the
world’s religions.



PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL becomes
increasingly important in these days
of theological, moral and social revo-
lution.

In the ecumenicai movement, theo-
logical liberalism has flourished. Bib-
lical truths have been compromised,
unholy alliances formed and ques-
tionable declarations made as the
authoritative voice of Protestantism.

Only the man who has no percep-
tion of sinking could deny we are in
a moral quagmire. Literature, music,
television and movies stimulate the
evil passions of men and women. The
crime, violence and soft punishment
for lawlessness reveal the depravity
of our society.

Finally, a social maelstrom of ma-
terialism has engulfed us. Ear-tingling
song bits, eye-catching, colorful ads,
easy non-solicited credit cards and
keeping up with the latest trends have
enslaved us to things.

However, Paul offers an articulate
solution to our moral dilemma: “Your
old evil desires were nailed to the
cross with Him; that part of you that
loves to sin was crushed and fatally
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wounded, so that your sin-loving
body is no longer under sin’s control,
no longer needs to be a slave to sin;
For when you are deadened to sin
you are freed from all its allure and
its power over you. And since your
old sin-loving nature ‘died’” with
Christ, we know that you are now
sharing His new life.” (Romans 6:6-8,
Living Letters).

The new birth, giving man a new
nature, is the answer to our problems.
We believe the gospel changes men,
and men can change the world. This
is why Jesus commanded us to go to
every nation. He said, “I send you
forth as lambs among wolves.”

Is it enough to decry iniquity from

the safety of the pulpit? Is the com-
passionate voice from the pulpit com-
municating God’s condemnation of
sin? To clear the air of disturbing
moral and religious issues, the gospel
must be effectively lived on your
block as well as in the church. The
means can be a Bible club in the high
school, a Man for Missions group, or
a neighborhood women’s Bible study.

We need more courageous soldiers
in these arenas of conflict. The power
of God is better demonstrated in the
heat of the battle than in the cool of
the shade. The miracles of God are
seen more in places of darkness than
in places of light.

To be missionary demands con-
frontation. Should not the church be
more concerned with getting the gos-
pel to the ends of the earth than with
refurbishing its building? If we declare
an alarming concern about these
trends, how can we justify our tre-
mendous expenditures (75 to 100 per
cent) on our local church ministries?
How can we explain why the Holy
Spirit is not sending more mission-
aries from our churches?
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Bobby’s father, a university professor, came to Africa on special assignment to study the habits
of wildlife. Bobby and his family lived on a large ranch, in the heart of Masai country, and the
boy soon found himself surrounded by high adventure and a series of events leading to the
discovery which changed his young life.

An Adventure Film for All the Family!
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