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Rolla Smith
Named Director

The Reverend Rolla Smith, member of the Board of Foreign
Missions and pastor of the Grant Avenue Free Will Baptist Church,
Springfield, Mo., has been named as the new general director

of foreign missions. He is expected to assume the new post

in September. His appointment by the board was

announced during the National Association Convention

July 13-17 in Dayton, Ohio.




national highlights
— Continued from front cover

duced and given a standing ovation.

The missionary message by for-
mer Ivory Coast missionary Bill
Jones, now president of Hillsdale
Free Will Baptist College, Moore,
Okla., called for commitment to
share faith in Christ with the world.
Several made commitments.

Climaxing the evening of chal-
lenge, Dr. Joseph Ange urged the
congregation to give “sacrificially.”
Hearts were stirred to the tune of
$8,995, a new record Wednesday
night missions offering. Undesig-
nated gifts were divided between
foreign and home missions.

Former missionary to India Dan
Cronk was elected to fill the vacancy
on the Board of Foreign Missions
created by Rolla Smith’s appoint-
ment as general director.

Former missionaries Herbert and
Geraldine Waid, Dan and Margaret
Merkh, and Dan and Trula Cronk
were given special recognition at the
Thursday morning session for their
many vyears of foreign missions
service. The Waids officially ended
their missionary service at the end
of June; the Merkhs tendered their
resignation at Dayton; and the

Cronks officially terminated their
service under the board when he re-
signed to assume board member-
ship. The Waids and Merkhs will
enter pastorates and Mr. Cronk is
professor of missions at Free Will
Baptist Bible College.

emphasis: world

EVENTS OF NEWS AND PRAYER SIGNIFICANCE

The entire convention was con-
cluded Thursday following the cli-
mactic appeal by the Reverend Billy
Morris to remain faithful, truthful,
and victorious in the Christian task
of equipping others to do the same.

small mishap

Nassian, Ivory Coast—On their way
to Bouake to get their boys, Jerry
and Carol Pinkerton were involved
in a slight auto accident which
might have been a tragedy. Meeting
a car on a narrow dirt road, Jerry
pulled off in the sand but was still
sideswiped by the oncoming ve-
hicle. “Another two inches and the
story would have been much dif-
ferent,” writes Jerry. Damages were
only slight.

news briefs

Morehead City, N.C—Molly Barker,
missionary to Uruguay had major
surgery here July 16. Last reports
indicated she was recovering slowly.

Sapporo,  Japan—Olena  Mclain
writes: “We are thrilled to report
that the husband in the home where
we have been having home meetings
was saved during a meeting at Airin
Chapel.”

Nashville, Tenn—Tom and Nancy
Hughes arrived here from Brazil
July 26. Nancy’s doctor scheduled
her for surgery August 28 in Clarks-
ville, Tenn.

hughes family arrives

Panama  City, Panama—'Mom”
Mabel Willey returned to Panama
City in July following a period in the
United States of approximately eight
months.

Rennes, France—Jerry and Barbara
Gibbs moved here from Albertville,
France, at the end of June. They will
be working with the Haases as they
continue their language study.

Nashville, Tenn.—Missionary Lonnie
Sparks recently was in the United
States due to the critical illness of
his father, Louis George Sparks. Be-
cause the condition of his father
remained unchanged for several
weeks, Lonnie was compelled to re-
turn to the field. His father died July
30.

Rivera, Uruguay—Missionary Amy
Robinson underwent major surgery
in the city of Montevideo, Uruguay,
June 28. At last report she was re-
covering normally.

Toronto, Ontario—At their recent
annual missionary conference the
2,200 members and friends of The
Peoples Church pledged nearly one
million dollars for missions next
year.

commissioning services

Nashville, ~ Tenn.—Commissioning
services were scheduled for two
missionary couples in July and Au-
gust.

Lynn and Ramona Miley were of-
ficially commissioned July 27 in a

dan cronk is new board member




special service at the Dothan Free
Will Baptist Church, Dothan, Ala.
Henry Van Kluyve, director of dep-
utation for the Department of For-
eign Missions gave the charge.

Dale and Sandra Bishop are
scheduled to be commissioned Au-
gust 24 at Corinth Free Will Baptist
Church, Tifton, Ga.

sturgills request prayer

Barbacena, Brazil—The Jim Sturgills
request prayer as they have assumed
responsibilities for the church in the
absence of the Bobby Aycocks. The
work is relatively new, and, although
they have several Brazilians teaching
in the Sunday school, they need a
capable person to work with the
teenagers.

Jim informed the missions office
that attendance has continued to
hold up and three people have
recently made decisions.

“homecoming’ for aldridges

Bondoukou, Ivory Coast—Upon' his
arrival here in May, Jimmy Aldridge
reported on the welcome he re-
ceived: “What a homecoming!” he
writes. “Our living room was filled
with believers who came to welcome
us back.”

Jimmy went on to tell how the
believers gave reports of births,
marriages, deaths, etc., and pre-
sented some new believers. They
told him how they. had been
pressured by Jehovah’s Witnesses,
Catholics, and Muslims, but they had
remained faithful through God’s
grace.

Sixty-six people arrived for Sun-
day school their first Sunday back
in Bondoukou. “Five different men
led the services and did well,”
Jimmy noted as he reflected on
teacher training which they had
given prior to furlough. “It certainly
has paid off,”” he concluded.

When the people were asked
what they needed, their reply was

aldridges back in bondoukou

"“leadership training, more love for
our brothers and sisters in the Lord,
and a knowledge of how to better
live the gospel.”

scheduled to depart

Nashville, Tenn.—Several mission-
aries are scheduled to depart for
their fields of service during the days
just ahead.

Sherwood and Vada Lee will be
returning to the Ivory Coast the
latter part of August. They will be
continuing their work in the clinic.

Robert and Judy Bryan tenta-
tively plan to regress to the Ivory
Coast the first of September. They
will resume their literature and
literacy ministry.

Lynn and Ramona Miley, new
missionaries to the Ivory Coast, were
tentatively scheduled to depart for
France August 28 along with Dennis
and Carol Teague and Jerry and
Janice Webb, new missionaries to
France. They will be studying the
French language at Albertville,
France.

Dale and Sandra Bishop, also new
missionaries, have set September 6
as dale of embarkation for Japan
where they will enter language
study. They plan to work on the
island of Hokkaido.

operation mobilization

Rennes, France—''Operation Mobi-
lization” was planned for Rennes
during the month of July, and Joe

top (I. to r.) lees, bryans;
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bott ]

Haas apprised the office that he was
scheduled to direct the special
evangelism effort. “Operation Mobi-
lization” here consists of a group of
100 young people from all over the
world working together for evange-
lization. The group was to work
with the Haases and place in every
city mailbox a Gospel of Mark, a
good gospel tract, a small plastic
record, and an invitation to the
church. Huge posters giving cam-
paign information were displayed
throughout the city.

Joe reported that the month of
May was devoted to a family empha-
sis in the Rennes church. Several
were saved during the month and a
baptismal service was held June 15.

thanks for new testament

Koun, Ivory Coast—Kathy Reeds,
summer missionary serving here
with Norman and Bessie Richards,
wrote recently: “Today we went out
to Ngato for services. The Richards
told the people there that my dad
worked at the place where the
Koulango New Testaments were
printed and explained to them sort
of how it was done. Well, those
people shook my hand and told me
to tell my dad ‘thank you’ for help-
ing to put the Bible in their lan-
guage.

“It made me realize how much
we in America take for granted,”
she continued. “We've had a Bible
for so long and they are so easy to
get that we really don’t think much
about it. But these people cherish
their Bibles and study them eagerly
because they had to wait so long for
one in their own language.”

Kathy is the daughter of Dr. Roger
Reeds, general director of the Free
Will Baptist Sunday School Depart-
ment where the Koulango New Tes-
tament was printed.
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