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J. Reford Wilson Resigns
After Serving 13% Years

They sat stunned for a few moments! Silence per-
vaded the conference room! The Board of
Foreign Missions had just been handed a letter of
resignation by General Director of Foreign Mis-
sions, J. Reford Wilson. Board and staff alike were
unprepared for the shock.

But after collecting composure, receiving a few
minutes of explanation, and having been given the
assurance by “‘the chief” that he would not recon-
sider, the board “reluctantly” accepted his resig-
nation with “deep appreciation and commenda-
tion” for his faithful and untiring service at the
helm of the Free Will Baptist foreign missionary
force.

J. Reford Wilson, thought of by many mission-
aries as their “/pastor,” has served in the capacity of
General Director since 1962—13%2 years. He ac-
knowledged the difficulty he felt in leaving this
“pastorate,” and he expressed gratitude to the
National Association of Free Will Baptists for their
faith and trust in him, to the Board of Foreign
Missions for their cooperation and consideration,
to the staff and missionaries for the privilege of
serving with them, to his family for understanding
the demands of his ministry, and to all who have
stood behind him through the years for their
prayers and friendship.

Then, he gave this explanation: /I am very con-
scious of my inabilities to meet the growing com-
plexities of administering the affairs of our tremen-
dous world-wide ministries. After much prayer in
seeking divine leadership and in consultation with
my family, | have discerned that this is the time for
me to submit my resignation. | am confident that
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God has His man who is qualified to
assume this position of leadership.”

Although he has long desired to
teach missions, he stated, /I thought
my day of opportunity had passed.”
When he was confronted with the
possibility of fulfilling this desire, he
was forced to consider it seriously. It
was after this prayerful deliberation
that he decided to accept the posi-
tion as Professor of Missions and
Bible at Hillsdale Free Will Baptist
College in Moore, Okla. In that posi-
tion he hopes to continue influenc-
ing people for world-wide evange-
lism.

Termination date for Mr. Wilson
as the leader of the foreign missions
department has been set at July 31,
1975. His successor has not yet been
chosen, but the board is seeking and
screening men who would have the
potential to fill the vital role.

Next month’s Heartbeat will carry
a tribute to J. Reford Wilson, this
man who has given a good portion
of his life to the cause of world
missions. Get your copy and save
it as a memorial of his contribution
to foreign missions and to Free Will
Baptists.

three friends campaign

Ribeirao Preto, Brazil—Bobby Poole
revealed a “Three Friends Cam-
paign’”” was conducted by the church
here during the month of April. The
object of the campaign was to in-
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volve members in evangelism. Each
member was to list three of his or
her friends, pray for them, and then
seek to get them to attend the Bible
Conference which Bobby Aycock
conducted in the church here May
5-11.

pastor, leaders chosen

Agua Buena, Panama—In light of
the approaching furlough for the
Bill Fulcher family, the church here
held an election of officers in April.

Santos Peiru, a young man from
the congregation, was elected to
serve as pastor of the flock. Three
deacons and a treasurer were also
selected during the church business
session.

aycock baptizes 10 converts

Barbacena, Brazil—Ten people, in-
cluding two married couples, were
baptized here on April 6 by Mis-
sionary Bobby Aycock. He noted
that a special dedication service
was conducted the same evening for
the baby of one of the baptized
couples.

In the same communication,
Bobby -indicated that three more
people had made decisions recently.
These included a thirteen-year-old
girl, a neighbor lady, and the wife of
a man already attending the church.

Two men were recently appointed
to act as a commission to work
closely with the missionary. They
were set apart in a special prayer of
consecration during a Sunday eve-
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ning service. They will be working
with Jim Sturgill when the Aycocks
leave for furlough.

luncheon evangelism

Tokyo,  Japan — Evelyn  Hersey'’s
cooking class was scheduled to hold
a special luncheon May 22 at the
church. Featured speaker for the
event was Yoneko, a Japanese
woman who lost both legs, one arm
and two fingers in a suicide attempt
that later led to her conversion. In
an attempt to end her life, Yoneko
threw herself in front of a passing
train, but God had other plans for
her. Now, she shares her testimony
with others.

Results of the luncheon had not
been revealed at press time, but
the Herseys were expecting 40-50
people to attend the event.

revival continues

Livramento,  Brazil—Revival fires
continue to burn on the Brazil-
Uruguay border. Last month’s Heart-
beat reported a spontaneous revival
in Santa Teresa, Uruguay. Reporting
on a number of other recent meet-
ings Walter (Dub) Ellison gave these
results:

The meeting with Bobby Aycock
(previously reported) showed 47 de-
cisions, 12 of which were first-time
commitments. Next was the meeting
at Santa Teresa which resulted in
approximately 50 decisions. Follow-
ing this, Dub went to Palomas with
Wilson Krenn, national worker in

aycock at baptism in barbacena



charge of that congregation, and re-
ported 13 more decisions. Four other
nights of services were conducted at
Alegrete with 16 decisions.

Follow-up efforts will need the
prayers of concerned Christians in
the States.

landlord converted

Albertville, France—In a letter dated
May 3, Missionary Jerry Gibbs re-
ported this incident:

“Wednesday night at 10:00
o’clock our landlord, Marc Laissus,
gave his heart to the Lord. We have
been testifying to Marc and his
family as the opportunity came.
Then we started a Bible Club in the
basement for the neighborhood kids.
Marc’s kids have learned to sing
‘La Bonne Nouvelle’ (Good News)
and they do sing it all the time at
home.

"So, the other day we were on an
outing together, and what did Marc
start singing? ‘La Bonne Nouvelle'!

“Monday night | asked him to
have a Bible study with me. Wednes-
day night we went through a study
which has an invitation at the end.

“After we prayed, he told four
people that he had given his heart
to the Lord. We had our second
Bible study last night, and he s
eager to learn.”

missionaries begin furlough

Nashville, Tenn.—The vyear 1975
will be one of many furloughing
missionaries. Several have already
arrived from their fields, but a num-
ber of others are scheduled to
arrive soon:

Bobby and Sue Aycock and family
will arrive June 18 from Brazil.

Wesley and Aileen Calvery and
son Jonathan plan to arrive in the
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United States on June 19.

Dr. and Mrs. LaVerne Miley are to
leave Ivory Coast in early June.

Carlisle and Marie Hanna and sons
should arrive sometime in June.

Howard and Joan Filkins and their
family plan to begin furlough from
Ivory Coast in July.

Tom Willey, Jr., Pat, and family
are to arrive from Panama in the
month of July.

news briefs

Araras, Brazil—The church here held
a weekend conference May 9-11
with  Wadislau Gomez, Brazilian
pastor-evangelist doing the preach-
ing.

Nashville, Tenn.—Michael Calvery,
oldest son of Wesley and Aileen
Calvery, and Miss Sandy Hyman
have set July 5 as their wedding date
in Austin, Tex.

Quarai, Brazil—Walter (Dub) Elli-
son recently announced plans to
found a work in this city located
approximately 150 kilometers west
of Livramento.

Nashville, ~Tenn.— The average
Seventh Day Adventist gave $453
to his church last year—more than
any other denomination. Of this
amount, $317 went to missions.

Sapporo, Japan—John Yasuda, Japa-
nese evangelist known to many
Heartbeat readers, is scheduled to
become officially engaged to a
young girl in his home church on
June 15.

Araras, Brazil—Nancy Hughes, for-
merly pronounced cured of her ab-
dominal illness, recently suffered a
reversal in her condition. Unless the
condition can be brought under con-
trol, repeat surgery may be required.

Miami, Fla.—'"Mom” Mabel Willey
entered the hospital here on May 12
to undergo medical tests.

hughes, wilson discussed nancy’s health—
ailment has reoccurred

Mussoorie, India—Marie Hanna had
major surgery May 15 in the local
hospital here. Her condition was not
known at press time.

april receipts $117,324.63

Nashville, Tenn.—A new one-month
record of $117,324.63 was receipted
in April by the Department of For-
eign Missions. General Director }.
Reford Wilson and the foreign mis-
sions staff expressed praise to the
Lord and gratitude to missions do-
nors for this tremendous response.
This is only the third time in the
history of the foreign missions de-
partment that the gifts have ex-
ceeded $100,000 in one month.

airplane repaired

Panama City, Panama—Tom Willey,
Jr., recently indicated that the Pana-
ma mission plane was finally re-
paired and ready to be airborne.
The plane had been damaged when
Tom tried to land on Isla de Canas
late last year.

Larry Inscoe is to pilot the craft
when it is all checked out.

mission board meets

Nashville, Tenn.—The Board of
Foreign Missions met here May 5-8
for their annual session. The follow-
ing action was taken by the board:

The resignation of General Direc-
tor ). Reford Wilson was submitted
to the board at the first session. It
was reluctantly accepted by the
board and a committee was ap-
pointed to screen those with poten-
tial for filling the vacancy. No
official action had been taken at
press time.

Interviews were conducted with
returned missionaries Sam and June
Wilkinson, and Don and Billie Sex-
ton. Continued on back page —
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The same officers were retained:
chairman, Dr. Joseph Ange; vice-

chairman, Reverend Raymond Riggs; PRAYER WORKS MIRACLES
and secretary, Reverend Rolla Smith. WHAT ARE YO.UR PRAYERS DOING?
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