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lobi evangelist dies

Doropo, Ivory Coast—Joseph is
dead! The Lobi evangelist, reported
seriously ill in a recent Heartbeat
edition, died here on January 28.

Although his wife is the only
Christian in his family, his mother
and brother agreed to have a Chris-
tian funeral. “Joseph doesn’t follow
the fetish,”” one brother was quoted
as saying, “so we'll let the Christians
have a Christian funeral, then we'll
bury him in the village separate from
the other graves.”

Joseph had been very active in
evangelism in several villages until
his illness. Last year more than 27
converts under his ministry were
baptized. Joseph also served as pas-
tor of the church in Doropo.

Cause of death is uncertain, but
a brain tumor was the suspected
cause.

tund-raising effort

Tulsa, Okla—A youth Valentine
banquet was held in Ward’s
Cafeteria here Saturday, February 14,
as part of an effort to raise $1,000
for missions. Approximately 190
people attended the event which
was sponsored by the Greater Tulsa
Association of Free Will Baptists.

The effort resulted in $2,000 to
be divided equally between mission-
ary Joe Haas from France and home
missionary Buddy Drake of Okla-
homa.

Special speakers for the event
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were Reverend Bill Jones, president
of Hillsdale Free Will Baptist Col-
lege; Reverend Reford Wilson, pro-
fessor of missions at Hillsdale and
former general director of Foreign
Missions; Elaine Allen, a summer
missionary to Ivory Coast in 1973;
and Melvin Clark, who has served
as a summer missionary in Puerto
Rico.

Money was raised through a
king and queen crowning event.
Each church was permitted a king
and queen candidate. The church
which raised the most cash was per-
mitted to crown its candidates king
and queen.

bible teachers needed

Jos, Nigeria—The government of
Nigeria is seeking to train 50,000
primary school teachers needed by
the end of 1976 to implement the
government’s free education pro-
gram. Many of these are expected
to be recruited from overseas.

To help meet the demand for
teachers, training colleges are being
built and existing ones are being
expanded. It is reported that Muslim
authorities are giving crash courses
to teachers in Islamic schools, in-
tending to place them in govern-
ment schools.

Overseas applicants are being ac-
cepted by the government. Bible
study is a part of the curriculum, and
English is the language of instruc-
tion. For information write to Sudan
Interior Mission, Cedar Grove, N.J.
07009.

funds raised for haases;
furlough date april 23
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news briefs

Conselheiro Lafaiete, Brazil—Laercio
da Silva, pastor of the Campinas
church in the state of Sao Paulo,
preached an evangelistic meeting
here February 4-8. Three people
made decisions for Christ.

Chesapeake, W.V.—Mr. Norris B.
Smith, father of missionary ap-
pointee Alice Smith, died February
23 at the age of 62 in his home
here. He had suffered from a pro-
longed illness.

Doropo, Ivory Coast—Eddie Payne
expressed praise as he recently in-
formed the mission office that an-
other shipment of cassette tapes,
cassette players, and spare parts
were received with very little cus-
toms charges.

Agua Buena, Panama—Daily Vaca-
tion Bible School was conducted in
the Agua Buena church during one
week in February with a daily
attendance of 107. The DVBS was
conducted by the national Chris-
tians. Bill and Glenda Fulcher helped
as they were needed.

Nashville, Tenn.—General Director
Rolla D. Smith and the Reverend
Eugene Waddell, board member and
pastor of Cofer’s Chapel Free Will
Baptist Church in Nashville, left
March 18 from California en route to
Japan where they were to meet with
missionaries and nationals to discuss
plans and problems of the field.

robinson prays; requests prayer




Rivera, Uruguay—Missionary Paul
Robinson has requested prayer for
the Machado family in the church
here. The father has forbidden the
wife and five children to attend
church. It has been reported that
he has filed for a divorce in an effort
to get custody of the children so
they cannot attend.

Ethiopia—Vicious tribal fighting had
raged in the Darassa area of Ethiopia
until revival broke out. According
to a recent report, missionaries and
national Christians are working to
disciple and strengthen 23,000 who
have made professions of faith in
Christ since last September.

scriptures after 40 years

Soddo, Ethiopia—The church has
been established among the Walla-
mo people here for 40 years, and
remarkable growth has resulted in
the formation of some 1,000 con-
gregations, yet no part of the Bible
had been put into the local language
until recently.

Three years ago the government
of Ethiopia finally gave permission
to translate tribal languages. Trans-
lation efforts have resulted in the
completion of the Gospel of Luke
in Wolayta, which will soon be fol-
lowed by the whole New Testament.

pastor takes a wife

Panama  City, Panama—Gabriel
Perez, pastor of the Free Will Bap-
tist church in Panama City, and
Valentina Estrada of the Agua Buena
Free Will Baptist Church were mar-
ried here on February 14.

Gabriel assumed the role as pas-
tor of the church when Tom Willey,
Jr., left for furlough.

newlyweds gabriel and valentina

opportunity presented

Rivera, Uruguay—Missionary Paul
Robinson has requested prayer that
another missionary couple be sent
to Uruguay. His plea is based on
a door of opportunity which has
opened in Montevideo, the capital
city.

“Here in the interior we lose
many young people,’” writes Paul.
“On the Uruguay side they go to
Montevideo. On the Brazil side they
go to Porto Alegre. If we had some-
one in Montevideo we could im-
mediately start a work with at least
ten people who are already be-
lievers, and very possibly we could
round up more.”

Until a short time ago the mis-
sionaries were able to direct Chris-
tians to a doctrinally sound church
in Montevideo, but Paul disclosed
the founder of that work was re-
cently killed in an automobile ac-
cident.

returns from europe

Nashville, Tenn.—Rolla Smith, gen-
eral director, returned February 17
from Europe where he visited mis-
sionaries in Spain and France in an
effort to aid them in selecting areas
of witness and arranging personnel
assignments and furlough schedules.

Leaving New York on January 28,
Mr. Smith flew directly to Madrid,
Spain, where he was met by Lonnie
and Anita Sparks and Dock and
Norma Caton. He spent most of six
days looking over Madrid and the
surrounding area as he discussed
with the Sparks and Catons plans
for beginning their work.

On February 4, he traveled to
Geneva, Switzerland, where he was
met by the Joe Haas family. They

haas interprets for smith in rennes

drove to Albertville, France, the
same day to meet with the Jerry
Webbs, the Lynn Mileys, and the
Dennis Teagues who are enrolled
in French language study.

February 6-16 was spent in the
area of Nantes and Rennes. Rolla
met with the France field council
February 12 in the Rennes church
and had a worship service with the
missionaries on February 13. He dis-
cussed plans with the Don Sextons,
the Jerry Gibbs, and Patsy Vanhook.

Mr. Smith expressed this opinion:
“The greatest need in France is for
young national men to be called to
carry the gospel to their own peo-
ple. In Spain the missionaries need
direction from the Lord to in-
dividuals who will be responsive to
the message and to a specific area in
which to work.”

bible translation

Poland—The Polish government has
granted the Bible Society in Poland
permission to print and distribute
50,000 copies of a new translation
of the Bible.

The new translation, the Millen-
nium Bible, is named for the 1,000th
anniversary of Christianity in Poland.

georgia churches rally

Colquitt, Ga.—The Bellview Free
Will Baptist Church here and the
First Free Will Baptist Church of
Jesup, Ga., recently rallied behind
the Sam Wilkinson family to the
tune of $3,000.

In an effort to get the Wilkinsons’
missionary account out of the red,
the Jesup church gave a special of-
fering of $2,000 and the church in
Colquitt raised $1,000.

Georgia is Sam’s home state.

wilkinson receives $1,000 check
from randy clenny, colquitt




editor’s catchall

CASSETTE MINISTRY

ONE OF THE greatest tools of com-
munication, teaching, and training is
the cassette tape. It is also one of
the best time-saving devices of
modern days. Add to that its relative
inexpensiveness and the cassette be-
comes very important today.

In February | suggested helping
missionaries by sending them cas-
sette tapes for edification. Now |
want to encourage all readers to
continue praying for and giving to
the cassette ministry among unsaved
peoples abroad. %

As Eddie Payne has become in-
volved in preparing master tapes
and reproducing these to be used
in outlying villages, God has opened
doors of evangelism and training
which previously were only cracked.

Plans are being made to expand
this ministry in the Ivory Coast. Mis-
sionaries in Brazil are interested
in beginning a similar outreach
through cassettes. Of particular in-
terest is the use of cassettes in
follow-up work among new con-
verts. Once again this could prove
to be a time-saving, ministry-
expanding opportunity.

In addition to use of cassettes on
the foreign field, the Department of
Foreign Missions is exploring the
possibilities of producing and mak-
ing cassette tapes available for use

in mission services, in Sunday school
classes, in Church Training Service,
and in giving instructions for mis-
sionary conferences.

Some missionaries are already re-
cording stories of actual happenings
on the mission field. These can serve
to challenge young people or adults
through the demonstration of God
at work.

Missionary messages by missions
leaders, foreign missionaries, and
missions-oriented  pastors  might
serve as thought provokers. Inter-
views with missionaries might prove
interesting. Missions training classes
could even be made available
through the cassette tape.

Some have expressed interest in
receiving filmstrips or slide pro-
grams along with an accompanying
cassette. This is also a possibility for
the near future. As new filmstrips are
developed they will be prepared
with both a 33% RPM record and
a cassette tape for the option of
those showing the filmstrip.

As God provides, and as indi-
viduals express interest, the Depart-
ment of Foreign Missions will ex-
pand this ministry for greater out-
reach in the local church as well
as around the world. Personally, |
have never been so excited about
the possibilities of any single tool as
I am about the cassette tape.

Why don’t you get excited with
me? And while you're thinking
about it, you might want.to contrib-
ute to this ministry.

financial facts

Through February 29

On deposit February 1 ... ....... $ 277,776.87
Receipts through February 29 ... . .. 181,657.71
Disbursements through February 29 .. 92,763.31
Projected receipts through February. 205,334.50
Total 1976 Foreign Missions Budget .$1,232,007.00

Missionary Deficit Accounts
All of the following accounts are in the deficit:
Callaway

cond 11413

i (R
. 543052  Willey, Mabel .
593323  Wode ....... 60
N 357.00 S, India 111.80
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