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LOVE YOUR
FORMER

ENEMIES?

by R. Eugene Waddell, general director

The cold wind whipped past
Lenin’s tomb in Red
Square, piercing our ears like
icicles. It seemed to push my
friends and me through the
huge gateway to the Kremlin.
These gates, wide open to us in
March, seemed to symbolize the
present openness in Russia after
70 years of official communism
and atheism. Right now, this
great country is open to the
gospel.

During my adult life I had
thought of Russia the way
Jonah must have thought of
Nineveh—as the enemy. And
although I knew Jesus said,
“Love your enemies,” it never
seemed to apply to my feelings
about Russia. “After all,” |
thought, “there’s no way God
could call me to Russia.”

My feelings toward Russia
have changed. | have met many
Russians, Ukrainians and
Central Asians and realize that
we have a lot in common.
Among them are the facts that
we all need the Savior, and God
loves us all alike.

In the spring of this year I
spent 18 days in the
Commonwealth of Independentg
States (formerly known as theg
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics), and I heard the
testimonies of some who |
survived the Stalinist and
Khrushchev eras. | saw the
heavenly radiance glowing on
believers’ countenances as they g
worshipped the Lord. I glorified®
God as the choirs sang anthems g
of praise. )

A pastor reluctantly spoke of
the three long, hard yearshie |

Jimmy Aldridge, R. Eugene
Waddell and Bill Jones stand with
Russian Baptist leaders (top) in
Kiev. Street peddlers (bottom) seek
to eke out a living in a troubled
economy. e




spent in prison for “inciting the
people to be disloyal to the
government.” Yet, he stayed
true. [ admire him.

A young man told of going to
engineering school for four and
one-half years, but being denied
the opportunity to finish the last
semester because he refused to
denounce his Christianity and
join the Communist Party. He
passed God’s test and stood
firm for Christ.

[ love these people . . . even
the masses who struggle to
survive during these economic
hard times.

On April 8, I returned to the
United States with several
strgng impressions. These
nations are old, and their
culfures have very deep
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successful school teacher for
decades. Her subject was
atheism. “I especially liked to
get the children of Christians in
my class and tried hard to
humiliate them and convince
them there was no god,” she
said. “Then with Glasnost, the
school superintendent decided
to invite a Baptist minister to tell
why he was a Christian.

“Well, he broke down my
defenses,” she continued. “I
eventually went to his church,
talked with him and received
Jesus as my Savior. Now, I'm
teaching children there is a God
and Jesus is His Son!”

[ also discovered the Baptists
of Russia and Ukradine have
their own rich on. The
Russian Baptist Pnion was
ganized in 1884.
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According to Patrick Johnstone,
only 0.56 percent of the
population could be considered
“born again” Christians
(OPERATION WORLD, p.
467). This means more than
149 million people in Russia
are without Christ.

More than 149 million
people in Russia are
without Christ.

The Central Asian Republics
which are members of the
Commonwealth of Independent
States offer unprecedented
opportunities for creative
individuals. Only a few of the
55 million residents in these
predominately Muslim lands
have ever heard the gospel of
Christ. In one country we heard
that only 300 of the three
million plus ethnic citizens are
Christians. Teachers, business
people and certain types of
technicians are encouraged to
help improve the lives of the
masses. At the same time, such
people may share their
testimony with interested
individuals.

The Russian and Ukrainian
Baptists clearly see the needs of
their countries. Russian
Baptists started'1 I8 few
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Clockuwise, (1) a Iage Orthodox church reaches yward on Red Square, (2)

people wait for a train and (3) a large church is under construction.
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Everywhere we went we saw
great needs which could provide
wonderful opportunities for us
to make a dramatic impact for
Christ in these whitened harvest
fields.

Our department had to face
up to the question, “Shall we
cooperate with the Russian and
Ukrainian Baptists, or shall we,
in effect, compete with them?”
Board member Bill Jones, who
accompanied me to Russia,
says, “I believe we should
cooperate with the Russian
Baptists in reaching out in
Russia and the C.1.S. After all,
their Arminian persuasion
makes their doctrine very similar
to ours. They hold a high
standard of holiness and they
have a strength of spirit to do
what needs to be done. All of
that, linked with the urgency of
an open door which could close
at any time, leads me to urge

our immediate cooperation with
these brethren in reaching their
people for Jesus Christ.”

After weighing all the facts,
the board was convinced this
was God’s will. They took bold
action by declaring the
Commonwealth of Independent
States to be open mission fields
for Free Will Baptists. They
adopted the following
statement:

“We purpose to assist the
Baptists in the C.1.S. to plant
churches and train leaders in
the fundamental doctrines of the
Scriptures including the
doctrines which we hold as
common distinctives. As an
essential part of our purpose we
shall explore the opportunities
of evangelizing the unreached
or least evangelized ethnic
groups which have very little
access to the gospel.”

Because of the urgency of the
situation, the board voted to

develop a strategy and begin a
ministry there as soon as
possible.

They approved a $5,000
grant to help finish the ne
seminary in Kiev, Ukrai
approved our raising

countries laid great
the need for trainin



students read English, we have
sent copies of our Free Will
Baptist commentaries and
theological books to their
libraries.

We sent 34 copies of the
“Treatise of the Faith and
Practices of the Original Free
Will Baptists” to be sure the
leaders in Russia and Ukraine
are completely informed as to
our beliefs.

Our visit also made us aware
of their need for help in building
churches. Last summer, student
missionaries Sean Warren and
Eddie Hobbs returned from the
C.LS. with a burden to help the
Selso church put a roof on their
building. Because of these
students’ concern, together with
the information we gained from
the leaders of the Selso
congregation, our board agreed
to allow Sean and Eddie't6 raise
the $5,000 needed.

Those in Ukraine requested
flannelgraphs and vi
Obviously, the pictd
characters and Bi
communicate to
well as to America
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over his inventory of oute
or non-marketable vis
and donated a good/quant:
this need. ‘
Lovele
(hat these mate

for Free Wil

Russia, sent me a challenging
letter in April stating, “The
unanimity of our theological
viewpoints and faith give us
wonderful opportunity to work
together with the churches of
Free Will Baptists in the
US.A”

Konovalchik proposed that
we co-sponsor a pastor’s
conference during the spring of
1996. This conference would
feature American speakers as
well as Russian speakers.
Among themes which he
requested us to cover was
“predestination and the
assurance of salvation.”
Although the details are yet to
be developed, we will need
$6,000 for the conference. We
are excited over the prospect of
teaching up to 300 Russian
pastors next spring.

The board took bold
action by declaring the
Commonuwealth of
Indepena States to
be open mission fields
Baptists.

Overseas Segretary Jimmy
Aldridge and his wife, Janie,
plan to head a'witnessing/
church-planting f and do
follow-upfwork in Novosibirsk,

S r' .

d in
his effort

use this in the field of
Yekaterinburg, in the Southern
Urals, to help plant new
churches that will be our sister
Free Will Baptist churches in
Russia.”

We plan to continue sending
student missionaries to the
C.LI.S. We hope to send four
from our Free Will Baptist
colleges in the summer of
1996.

The board also approved
plans to send a TEAM (Teens
Equipped and Active in
Missions) to the C.I.S. Dates
and details will need to be
worked out.

We were invited by Baptist
leaders in Moscow, Novosibirsk,
and Kiev to send visiting
professors to lecture on
Arminian theology. They
agreed to provide the translator.

When Professor Leroy
Forlines of Free Will Baptist
Bible College heard this report
he said, “The breakup of the
U.S.S.R. and the opening of
those doors to the gospel is one
of the greatest things that has
happened in our world on
behalf of the cause of Christ in
our lifetime. Then, for the
Arminian Baptists in Russia and
the C.I.S. to be so interested in
our help is the greatest

Continued on page 6—»
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opportunity to come our way.”

After prayerful consideration,
Brother Forlines and his wife,
Dr. Fay Forlines, volunteered to
go to Russia and Ukraine for
four months during the first half
of 1996. On May 22, they were
appointed as short-term
missionaries to the
Commonwealth of Independent
States.

With this opportunity, we
hope other professors from our
Free Will Baptist colleges will be
able to lecture in the seminaries
and Bible institutes of these
countries in the near future.

The board approved our
sponsoring up to 15
other church planters in
Russia and Ukraine.

While we were meeting with
Dr. Konovalchik in Moscow, he
read a letter from a Russian
preacher named Pavel Rodak.
Brother Rodak described the
desperate needs in Noyabrisk,
Siberia: “This city of more than
120,000 people has no church
of any kind.” He told how he
had preached there and a
number of people were
converted. He also said the local
authorities not only permitted
but encouraged the erection of
a church building. In light of
this, various institutions gave
building materials and the
building program was started.
Still, the little flock did not have
a pastor.

On learning of this situation,
our foreign missions board
immediately agreed we should
seek support for Brother Rodak
to move to Noyabrisk and
continue his soul-winning
efforts.

The congregation of the First
FWB Church in Erwin, Tenn.,
heard of the need and voted
unanimously to support the
mission work in Noyabrisk.
Pastor Ronnie Adkins said, “We
are excited about being one of
the first churches to lead the
way in the work in Eastern
Europe . . . . We are excited
about Free Will Baptists now
being involved in a work in
Russia and are looking forward
to hearing about the progress of
that work.”

In addition to their agreement
to seek help for Noyabrisk, the
board approved our sponsoring
up to 15 other church planters
in Russia and Ukraine.
Therefore, we are seeking other
similar opportunities.

The foreign missions
department hopes to send
someone to visit Yekaterinburg,
which has a population of 1.8
million people. This city
apparently has very few
churches and only one Baptist
church. We would like to send
missionaries into this
educational and commercial
center to assist the Russian
Baptists in planting churches.

As you look over the program
we have outlined, you might
wonder, “What'’s the rush?” Bill
Jones made it clear. No one
knows how long the doors will
be open for missionary
assistance from outside Russia.
While there, we saw indications
that communism was already
regaining strength in some of
the republics of the C.I.S.

Perhaps there is a place for
you in the Russian/C.I.S.
missionary picture. If God
burdens you to work there,
please clip the coupon on the
back cover, fill it out and send it
as directed.

l love the word opportunity.

That’s what God uses to
make things happen. He simply
gives us opportunity, then waits
to see what we do with it. If we
respond, He’s faithful to
empower. What a gift! I'm
convinced that the work of
ELIC in China is one of the
most immediate and far-
reaching opportunities in the
world today.

The Chinese character for
“China” means middle
kingdom, or the center of the
world. Ancient China enjoyed
its day of majesty. History may
allow China once again to take
her place on center stage. If
Japan, a nation of 120 million,
shook the world, imagine what
a developing China—one billion
strong—can do! That’s why it’s
so exciting that God, in His
providence, has given us this
opportunity to share our English
language.

If Japan, a nation of

120 million, shook the
world, imagine what a
developing China—one
billion strong—can do!

Never before in history has a
single language become such a
powerful tool to help God’s
people share His love. Right
now in China, English speakers
from North America are in
great demand. Chinese leaders
believe English education will
help fuel China’s ambitious
plans for development in the
international marketplace.

ELIC teachers are instructing
the top one percent of China’s
students—those in the
universities and colleges—with
the most cultivated talent,
highest potential and proven
ability. In Chinese culture a
teacher is a revered and trusted



CHINA's HEART CRVY.
Our Dyportunity...

By David Addington

Sarah Malone (back, center) has touched the lives of these and many
other Chinese students.

authority. Think of it! Christian
teachers strategically placed as
respected authorities at the
highest level of China’s
educational system.

The students we teach today
will soon hold the reins of
power, influence and education
in a swiftly emerging China. In
the great geographic window
from North Africa to the islands
of the Pacific, from India to the
Russian border there is probably
no other single people group
with more potential to shape
world events in the years ahead
than China’s university students.
And China’s students have
become our students.

Just a few years back, an

opportunity like this would have
been considered utterly
impossible. That’s why it’s so
urgent and crucial that we seize
it while the door remains open.

The students we teach
today will soon hold the
reins of power,
influence and education
in a swiftly emerging
China.

Our teachers have the
privilege to establish quality
relationships with these
searching Chinese students.
These special friendships allow

our teachers to naturally and
sincerely share their lives. In
China, simple friendship and
trust are all it takes to pave the
way for effectively sharing His
life and hope.

Put it all together and we
have an incredible opportunity!
The power of one teacher,
multiplied by 2,250 teachers
who will go out from North
America, will impact the lives of
225,000 of China’s future
leaders in the next three years. |
want to urge readers to seize
the opportunity by joining this
strategic force. It just may be
the most rewarding experience
of a lifetime!

For more information on
opportunities with ELIC see the
box below and call the toll-free
number or clip the coupon from
the back cover of this
Heartbeat.
mngton is vice president of resource

development for English Language Institute/China
in San Dimas, Calif.

TEACHERS NEEDED

he most strateglc
vortunities in the
pact the lives of
nts in Asia. Share
Sklll!s and bulld

Year Oppor _mtles A bach-
elor's degree in any field starts
Asia. A total of

_ 2aching program with
ELIC is perfect for educators and
other professionals. College
students may choose to teach
English or study Chinese. Some
300 teachers are needed.

Call
1-800-366-ELIC
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PR U S A

by Barbara Pate Gibbs

He has been walking since

he was a kid growing up
in Unicoi County, Tenn. He
would walk to town on
Saturdays, and if no one offered
a ride, he would trudge the nine
miles back home.

His walking continued when
he enrolled in Johnson Bible
College where he arrived with
only %4 in pennies in a jar. In
lieu of tuition payments, the

school officials allowed him to
work on the school farm. He
arose before daybreak to milk
the cows and walk to the fields
to plow.

When he became a young
preacher filling speaking
engagements in different

churches, his walking continued.

On one occasion he walked six
miles to Buffalo, Tenn., to
preach. He got four cents in the

TR

offering and had to walk the
same six miles back home in the
rain.

With that background, it was
not too surprising that my dad,
Thurman Pate Sr., volunteered
to help organize and walk in the
first Tennessee Walk-a-thon for
Foreign Missions in 1983. That
year he raised $2,700 and that
was only the beginning. In the
10 years that followed, he has
continued to walk in the annual
Foreign Missions walk-a-thon. In
that time, he has raised
$20, 090 L1 coord year
brought in $3,793 for
Tennessee missionaries.

Thurman Pate Sr.
volunteered to help
organize and walk in
the first Tennessee
Walk-a-thon for Foreign
Missions in 1983.

Reverend Pate starts early
each year consulting his 10
sheets of names. He saves them
from year to year in preparation
for the annual event. Dad’s
sponsors come from every walk
of life, from an ex-mayor of
Knoxville to football and
basketball coaches. They
include doctors, pharmacists
and insurance and real estate
agents.

As strange as it may seem, of
all the money he has raised
through the walk-a-thon, not a
penny has come from the
church he pastors. He leaves



the would-be sponsors in the
church for others in the church
family who participate in the
walk-a-thon. Instead, he draws
on his vast circle of
acquaintances and friends.

In the vears that he has
walked, Thurman Pate
has raised $20,999.

Yes, Thurman Pate Sr. loves
the Lord and loves missions.
And that love has had its effect
on his family. His son (and my
brother), Thurman Jr., is a
faithful deacon in Cofer’s
Chapel Free Will Baptist Church
in Nashville. He is also a
generous supporter of missions.
| am the second child. My
husband, Jerry, and I have
served in France as missionaries

for the past 21 years. Karen,
his youngest daughter, is a
faithful member of Faith FWB
Church in Knoxville. She and
her family also are actively
involved in missions.

If someone were to go
through Knoxville on any given
day, he or she might meet
Thurman Pate walking his daily
four miles through his
neighborhood. He is often
accompanied by one of the
neighbor dogs. If the person
passing through happens to be
you, just call out, “Hi Preacher
Pate!” like everyone else does.
He is likely to reply, “Good to
see you! How would you like to
sponsor me in next year’'s Walk-
a-thon for Foreign Missions?”
Barbara Pate Gibbs and her husband, Jerry, have
served in France since 1972. They have

successfully founded a growing FWB church in St.
Nazaire, France.

f Tennessee's \*
Walk-a-thon
for
Foreign Missions

Goal:

$125,000

from 3,000 walkers

Interested individuals
should contact

Rev. Carl Callahan
State Coordinator

1514 Christian Bend Road
Church Hill, TN 37642

k Phone: 615/345-4701 J

6/1V3IARIVIH/S661 1SNONY-ATN(



10/HEARTBEAT/JULY-AUGUST 1995

R Never 4/

Ik

Left to right, missionaries Earnie Deeds, Bobby Aycock, Dave Franks and Ken Eagleton
stand on the platform during congregational singing at the fellowship meeting held in the
new church auditorium at Belo Horizonte, Brazil.

Fellowship Meeting Held

in New Auditorium

Brazil—According to a report from
missionaries Jim and Vicki Sturgill in
Belo Horizonte, Brazil, 130 people
gathered on Good Friday, April 14,
for the first of two annual fellowship
meetings of the three churches in
the state of Minas Gerais.

The morning theme of the meet-
ing centered around the new cov-
enant while the afternoon was given
to discussing the New Age move-
ment.

This was the first meeting to be
held in the new auditorium of the
Belo church.

Moore Baptizes 27

Converts in May

Céte d'lvoire—On Sunday, May 28,
Ron Moore baptized 27 believers—
18 at Agnibilékrou and another nine
at Transua, a village about 35 miles
from Agnibilékrou.

According to Ron, he was as-
sisted by Robert Houessou at Agni-
bilékrou and Jean-Daniel at Tran-
sua. These are both graduates of
the Bible institute. Those baptized
had taken the new baptismal course
which Ron prepared in 1993.

Bunches Honored by
Verdella FWB Church

Liberal, Mo.—Missionaries Stan and
Brenda Bunch were honored on
April 30 at a fellowship dinner held
by the Verdella Free Will Baptist
Church of Liberal, Mo. The church

presented them with a money tree
containing $879.

According to Pastor Milan Ruble,
Stan and Brenda had been teaching
a six-week church training class that
ended on Easter Sunday morning.
Seventeen people went forward that
morning to unite with the church.

The Bunches are members of the
Verdella church. They returned to
Panama on May 10.

Board Meets, Appoints

Six, Opens Russia

Antioch, Tenn.—The Board of
Foreign Missions met at the National
Offices building in Antioch, Tenn.,
April 24-26 for their annual session.
All nine members of the board were
present.

The board heard reports on the
recent survey trip to Russia as well
as reports from the current fields
and took the following actions:

The nine men adopted this pur-
pose statement: “. . . to assist the
Baptists in the C.I.S. to plant
churches and train leaders in the
fundamental doctrines of the Scrip-
tures including the doctrines which
we hold as common distinctives. As
an essential part of our purpose we
shall explore the opportunities of
evangelizing the unreached, or
least-evangelized ethnic groups
which have very little access to the
gospel.”

In light of this statement, the
board took many positive steps in
declaring this field open and initiat-
ing involvement (see article “Love

Your Former Enemies?” on pages 2-
6).
They adopted a proposed 1996
budget of $5,176,982 including the
VISION projects.

They appointed Nathan and Linda
Snow as full-status missionaries to
Japan and Eddie and LaRhonda
Bowerman as missionaries to the
Indians in Panama.

The board granted Clint Morgan a
leave of absence for 10 months so
he can teach missions at Free Will
Baptist Bible College beginning in
the fall.

In conjunction with the decision on
working in Russia, Professor Leroy
Forlines of Free Will Baptist Bible
College and his wife, Dr. Fay
Forlines, have agreed to teach in the
Baptist seminaries of Russia and
Ukraine during the spring and early
summer of 1996. They have been
appointed as short-term missionar-
ies for this purpose.

With expressions of deep regret,
the board accepted the resignations
of Tom and Patty McCullough and
commended them for 15 years of
faithful service in France. Their res-
ignation stemmed from Patty’s con-
tinual health concerns (see article on
page 15).

Acting on the request from Ron
and Linda Callaway, the board voted
to reassign them to Panama with the
hope they can teach in the Bible in-

Eddie and LaRhonda Bowerman (top) and
Nathan and Linda Snow (bottom) were ap-
pointed to missionary service in April.




Clint Morgan will teach at FWBBC.

stitute in Panama and conduct peri-
odic seminars at the Cedars of
Lebanon Seminary in Pinar del Rio,
Cuba. Should the island nation open
its doors in the future, Ron and
Linda hope to teach at the seminary.

The board also adopted a new
program to enhance and secure
missionary support. Details of the
new program are still being devel-
oped with plans to be released later
this year or in 1996.

A meeting of all field chairmen
was scheduled for April 18-26, 1996,
in Nashville.

The board set these dates for fu-
ture meetings: 1995 missions re-
treat, July 31-August 4; leadership
conference and semi-annual board
meeting, December 4-7, 1995; an-
nual board meeting, April 22-26,
1996; and 1996 missions retreat,
August 5-8.

Officers of the board for the next
year remain the same: chairman,
Joe Grizzle; vice chairman, Dean
Dobbs; and secretary, Galen Dun-
bar.

Professor Leroy and Fay Forlines have
been appointed as short-term missionaries
to teach in the seminaries of Russia and
Ukraine.

Robert West receives a check for $5,300 from Pastor Archie Ratliff of Bethel FWB Church in
Kinston, N.C. Robert Spruill (right), missions project chairman, looks on.

Churches Rally, West

Returns to Cote d’lvoire
Antioch, Tenn.—According to a re-
port from the office of the director of
missionary-church relations, several
churches rallied in early 1995 to en-
able Robert and Pam West to return
to their ministry in Céte d'lvoire.

A number of churches responded
to the recent challenge to meet the
needs of the Doropo medical station.
They gave significant offerings and
made commitments to enable the
Wests to return.

Pastor Archie Ratliff challenged
the Bethel Free Will Baptist Church
in Kinston, N.C., to raise $5,000 in
seven weeks by having 150 people
give $5 each in addition to their reg-
ular giving. The church raised
$5,300 for the Wests.

Robert returned to the lvory Coast
on May 25 as scheduled while Pam
remained in the United States due to
the death of her stepfather on May
20.

Plans call for Robert to come back
to the United States on August 12
for the wedding of their daughter,
Marie. He and Pam will go back to
the lvory Coast on August 19.

Mini Reports from
Around the Globe

Japan—Associate missionary Mirial
Gainer reports she is teaching six
English/Bible classes at Bihoro as
well as at Abashiri on the northern

island of Hokkaido, Japan. Approx-
imately 25 people overall are attend-
ing at each church. She reports hav-
ing some kindergarten children at
Abashiri as well as adults.

Panama—A ladies’ retreat was held
March 17-19 in Panama with 82
women on hand. According to Steve
and Judy Lytle, this was the seventh
consecutive year the women have
had such a retreat.

Céte d’lvoire—Ernest and Elaine
Holland recently expressed gratitude
for the increase in youth attendance
in their foyer ministry. They aver-
aged 65 in attendance this year
compared to 45 the year before.

Japan—Fred and June Hersey have
requested prayer for their English
ministry in Japan. June has been
teaching English conversation to a
young lady every Monday afternoon.
They urged Christians to pray that
their testimony might be effective.

Oklahoma City, Okla.—Mr. BiIll
Midgett, father of missionary Lynn
Midgett in Spain, underwent triple
bypass surgery on May 9 in Okla-
homa City. Reports indicate he has
made a very good recovery from the

surgery.
Smithfield, N.C.—Marie  West,
daughter of missionaries Robert and

Pam West, is scheduled to marry
Ryan McDougald of Blountstown,

Continued on page 12 —»
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Fla., on August 17 at the Unity Free
Will Baptist Church in Smithfield,
N.C. Ryan is serving as a student
missionary to Russia this summer.
The couple plans to continue studies
at Free Will Baptist Bible College in
the fall.

Céte d’lvoire—Missionary Judy
Bryan returned to the United States
on June 7 to undergo tests to deter-
mine if she had a blockage in her ar-
teries. Tests indicated no blockage
but Judy was scheduled to undergo
further internal exams. She hopes to
return to the Ivory Coast on July 5 if
everything proves negative.

Greentop, Mo.—Mrs. Lola Filkins,
mother of missionary Olena McLain,
suffered a slight stroke on Sunday,
June 11. Reports indicate the stroke
affected her only slightly. She had
suffered a stroke previously with
some remaining evidence.

France—Dr. Mark and Kathy Pas-
chall entered their last full trimester
of language study at Albertville,
France, in May.

Armnold, Mo.—The woman’s auxiliary
of Grace FWB Church in Arnold,
Mo., has set a good example of mis-
sions involvement in the church. A
map was made by a member and
proudly displayed so everyone in the
church could see where missionar-
ies are serving.

Antioch, Tenn.—The foreign mis-
sions staff extended congratulations
to four MKs who graduated from
high school in May and June: Phillip
Lytle, Maranatha Christian Acad-
emy, Panama City, Panama; Tim-

program.

othy Crowson, Hillwood High
School, Nashville, Tenn.; Daniel
Eagleton, International Christian
Academy, Bouake, Céte d’lvoire;
and Jeffrey Bishop, Tifton County
High School, Tifton, Ga.

Nashville, Tenn.—Leah Plunkett and
Donnie Stevanus are scheduled to
be married on August 5 at Sylvan
Park FWB Church in Nashville,
Tenn. Leah is the daughter of Lloyd
and Betty Plunkett in lvory Coast.

Spain—On Sunday, June 4, José
Manuel Parron became the first
Spanish Free Will Baptist pastor to
be ordained. José Manuel is the
pastor of the Alcalda de Henares
church in Spain.

Spain—Matthew Turnbough, son of
missionaries Jeff and Susan Turn-
bough, received the high honor roll
award during closing ceremonies at
his school in Madrid, Spain, recently.

Norma Kennedy, president of the woman's auxiliary of Grace FWB Church in Arnold, Mo.,

proudly displays a map showing where missionaries serve.

Jerry Pinkerton teaches leaders in a village as a part of the decentralize
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d leadership training

Antioch, Tenn.—Missionaries Ken
and Marvis Eagleton recently re-
turned from Brazil after working with
Bobby and Sue Aycock in Bar-
bacena from March to May. “l taught
Galatians, the book of Hebrews and
Pauline letters,” says Ken. He taught
a total of 103 classroom hours while
Marvis helped Sue repair, organize
and catalog a 300-book church li-
brary.

Céte d’lvoire—Dr. Paul and Tammy
Gentuso became the parents of their
third son on June 4 in Doropo, Céte
d’lvoire. Andrew Luke weighed eight
pounds and six ounces. At last re-
port, mother and baby were doing
fine.

23 Attend Training

Seminar in Bondoukou
Céte d’lvoire—According to mission-
ary Ron Moore in Bondoukou, Céte
d’lvoire, 14 students attended a
seminar on Acts during the week of
May 15-20. Eight pastors also partic-
ipated in a workshop on “Training
Leaders Using the Decentralized
Study Method.”

Ron noted that out of three semi-
nars held at Bondoukou thus far, this
was the most successful in laying
the foundation for involving pastors
as teachers in the training program.

Carol Pinkerton indicated they
had expected 12 church leaders in-
stead of 23, so they had to change
plans. They had originally deter-
mined to have the leaders stay at
the Youth/Training Center, but with
so many, they had to put them in the
church and provide transportation

| m—



back and forth to the youth center
for training.

Carol said, “Each morning either
Jerry, Ron, one of the graduates or
an institute internist taught from the
book of Acts. In the afternoons,
Jerry and Ron taught the men the
methods they are using in the lead-
ership training classes. They as-
signed a lot of homework, so they
had very little spare time during the
week.”

Graduates and internists helping
during the week included Robert of
Agnibilekrou, Samuel of Nassian,
Jean-Daniel of Transua, Desiree of
Aboukouma, Paul of Tanda, Jerome
of Doropo, and Kobena.

Moore indicated a new series on
Old Testament Survey is scheduled
to be taught in seven of the weekly
decentralized study centers. He
urged people to pray as he finishes
up these lessons prior to furlough in
July.

Hart to Depart for

Bouake Assignment

Ayden, N.C.—Miss Tanya Hart,
short-term missionary to Coéte
d’lvoire, is scheduled to depart for
the lvory Coast on August 4. She
will be teaching at the International
Christian Academy for missionary
children in Bouake.

Tanya Hart

Tanya is scheduled to be commis-
sioned in the Trinity Free Will Baptist
Church, her home church, in Green-
ville, N.C., on July 23. She is sched-
uled to teach for one year.

Curt Hollands Move to

Uberlandia, Brazil

Brazil—With the early furlough of
Tom and Nancy Hughes, missionar-
ies Curt and Mary Holland were
called on to move from Ribeirao
Préto to the city of Uberlandia. This

Maly Holland teaches a children’s class at the Second FWB Church in Uberlandia, 2 BraZI/
The Hollands have assumed responsibility for this work following the early furlough of Tom
and Nancy Hughes.

city is located in the state of Minas
Gerais just north of the state of Séo
Paulo.

The Hollands are in charge of the
Second Free Will Baptist Church in
Uberlandia. Since Jim and Karen
Cowart left for furlough about the
same time as Tom and Nancy, the
First FWB Church also needed a
leader. They called Pastor Silvestre
Pinto Neto from the Maraba church
in Araras.

In light of their moving twice within
the last year, the Hollands requested
their address to be published: Caixa
Postal 3023, 38.421-970 Uberlandia,
Minas Gerais, Brazil, South Amer-
ica.

Gilliland Speaks at ICA
Spiritual Emphasis

Céte d’lvoire—Former missionary
Neil Gilliland went to Ivory Coast on
April 21 where he participated in the
Spiritual Emphasis Week at Inter-
national Christian Academy, the
school for missionary children, in
Bouake. Neil spoke 17 times from
Sunday night through Thursday
night. Interspersed between preach-
ing sessions were counseling ap-
pointments and fellowship.

Reports indicated that between
one-third and one-half of the student
body came forward on the final night
“to die to themselves” and commit
themselves fully to Christ and His

Lordship. Neil noted, “That is so rel-
evant since new studies have re-
vealed that 17 percent of all MKs re-
turn to serve as missionaries
themselves.”

While Neil was at Bouake, ap-
proximately 60 students and staff
members from ICA drove about four
hours southwest to the city of Divo
where they participated in an evan-
gelism weekend among the Baoule
and Bete people. They held two
open-air meetings with singing and
an African evangelist. They also met
with a local high school English club.

Neil estimated approximately
4,000 people attended during the
crusade services and a total of 263
adults made decisions for Christ.

Gilliland, director of recruitment
for Free Will Baptist Bible College,
returned to the United States on
May 1. He and his wife, Sheila,
served five years as dorm parents at
ICA before Neil assumed a position
with the Bible college.

Crosby Takes Charge
of Villalba Work

Spain—Dwain Crosby has assumed
responsibility for the work in Villalba,
Spain, since Jeff and Susan Turn-
bough left the field for furlough on
June 21. A change of furlough
schedule was agreed on due to the
shortage of personnel in Spain.

Continued on page 14—»
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—»=Continued from page 13

The Crosbys have been seeking
to establish a work in the area of
Galapagar, where they live. Dwain
says, “Debbie has been very active
with several women in the area.
Presently, we are in the process of
securing the city permits to put up a
book table in a local marketplace
two days a week.”

With the departure of the Ron
Callaways, Dwain has also assumed
the responsibility for directing and
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TEAM '95 members gather with

music instructor Jonathan Sno

. d uld P TN
w (back, left) and TEAM di-

rectors Terry and Jamie Eagleton (back, center) and Ken and Marvis Eagleton (right) during
training and orientation sessions at Free Will Baptist Bible College in Nashville, Tenn.

teaching in the Bible institute. The
institute has been meeting for the
past year in the Alcala de Henares
FWB Church.

Pooles Hold Special

Services in Campinas
Brazil—Missionaries Bobby and
Geneva Poole held special services
in the First Free Will Baptist Church
in Campinas, Brazil, on the weekend
of May 20-21.

“We had a number of decisions
for Christ on Saturday,” says Bobby,
“one for salvation and four for reded-
ication.” Twelve people responded
by saying they wanted to study at
the seminary and Bible institute.
Geneva gave a devotion and drew a
black light picture during the service.

On Sunday, the couple taught
Sunday school classes and that
evening approximately 120 were on
hand as Bobby preached. Three
people were saved.

McDonald Baptizes One

Just before Furlough
Japan—Missionary Donnie McDon-
ald baptized a young Japanese
man, Mr. Yabe, on May 14 at the
Kita Hiroshima church where he has
been ministering in addition to his
work at Ai no Sato.

The Ai no Sato church had a spe-
cial children’s evangelistic program
on Easter and since then several
friends of Katie and Evan McDonald
have begun attending Sunday
school.

The McDonalds returned to the
United States on May 30 to begin
their regular furlough.

10 Students Graduate

from Bible Institute
Céte d’lvoire—Ten students gradu-
ated from the Bible institute in
Bouna, Coéte d’lvoire, on June 24
after having completed their studies
and an internship program.

Clint Morgan and Mike Cou-
sineau, who are currently on fur-
lough, flew to Ivory Coast on June
13 to wrap up the training cycle and
to be on hand for the graduation ser-
vice.

These 10 new graduates bring the
total to 18 who have been trained in
the institute at Bouna. Many-of these
are serving in full-time leadership
roles or pastoral positions.

TEAM ‘95 Groups Go

to France and Mexico
Antioch, Tenn.—Two groups of
TEAM ‘95 (Teens Equipped and
Active in Missions) arrived in Nash-
ville, Tenn., on June 13 to begin a
week-long training session for their
ministries in France and Mexico.

TEAM France ‘95, led by Terry
and Jamie Eagleton of Nashville, in-
cluded Adam Davis, Rebecca Hale,
Kari Milburn, and Natalie Summers
of lllinois; Karen Hook and Matthew
Mertz of Missouri; Kreszena Monday
of Alabama; and Stephanie McVay
and Susannah Patton of Tennessee.
This group departed from Nashville
on June 20 for Paris and were
scheduled to return to the United
States on July 13.

TEAM Mexico ‘95 also left Nash-
ville on June 20 going to Harlingen,
Tex., and into Mexico. They were to
work in cooperation with James
Munsey, coordinator of the Mexico
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Tom and Patty McCullough have resigned
after serving 15 years in France.

mission work. Ken and Marvis
Eagleton served as team directors
for this group.

Those on the Mexico team in-
cluded Donna Jo Grubbs, Corina
Hansen, and Darrin Aldridge of
North Carolina; Derek Yarborough of
South Carolina; Kelly Guyton of
lllinois; Joni Pettis of Alabama,;
Angela Stockton of Oklahoma;
Michelle Thompson of West Virginia;
Stephanie Trimble of Arkansas; and
Jennifer Harter of Tennessee.

This group is scheduled to return
to Nashville on July 6.

McCulloughs Resign After

15 Years in France
Royal Oak, Mich.—Tom and Patty
McCullough submitted their resigna-
tion from missionary service in April
after 15 years in France.

Although feeling “great personal
reluctance,” the couple said, “We
believe God has confirmed this deci-
sion during our trips to France last
fall and this spring. Several mature
Christians in the St. Nazaire church
shared with us their conviction that
we were doing the right thing.”

Tom noted that Patty had labored
under the stress of multiple sclerosis
over the past 15 years. More re-
cently she has undergone cancer
surgery, radiation treatments and
another surgery for a benign tumor.
These stresses, in addition to the
difficulty of full-time cross-cultural
ministry, have led the McCulloughs
to this decision in spite of their great
love for France and her people.

The McCulloughs will be working
in the Central FWB Church in Royal
0ak, Mich., where Tom will serve as
associate pastor under Milton
Worthington.
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of Free WIll Baptist Forelgn Missions
Post Office Box 5002

Antioch, Tennessee 37011-5002

Board of Foreign Missions: Joe Grizzle, chairman;
Dean Dobbs, vice-chairman; Galen Dunbar, secretary,

Archie Mayhew, Bill Reagan, David Shores, Bill
Jones, Milton Worthington, James Forlines.

Administrative Staff: R. Eugene Waddell, general

director; Fred Warner, director of missionary-church

relations; Don Robirds, director of communications; ; e 1

Jimmy Aldridge, overseas secretary; Robert Conley, Please clip and mail this label with all correspondence.
treasurer.

Are you the missing
person in God's picture
of overseas Christian
laborers?

Free Will Baptist Foreign Missions is looking to the Lord to supply key
personnel for these strategic opportunities:

Church Planters
Cote d’lvoire, Brazil, France, Spain, Panama, Japan, Uruguay

English Teachers (TESL/TEFL)
China, Mongolia, Vietham and C.1.S. republics

Bible Institute Teachers
Cote d’lvoire, Brazil, Japan, Spain, Uruguay

Specialist to train nationals for Sunday school, Youth and Camp Ministries
; Brazil

Registered Nurses Businessmen
Cote d’lvoire C.1.S. republics

Personnel Needs
Yes, | could be the missing person the Lord and you are
looking for. Please send me information on the following
opportunities:
O Russia/C.1.S. O Church Planter
3 English Teacher O Bible Institute Teacher
0SS, Youth, Camp O RN O Businessman

Name

Address
City State Zip
Phone Church
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