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A REMARKABLE EXPERIENCE . . 

But who may abide the day of his coming? and who 
shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's 
fire, and like fullers' soap: 
· And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he 
shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and 
silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in 
righteousness. 

Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleas
ant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in former 
years.-MAL. 3 : 2-4. 

H LIKE priest, like people," is a time-hon
ored proverb. In the Gospel dispensation 
the sons of Levi, the priests of the living 
God, those who officiate at the altars of the 
church, are to be purified from depravity as 
gold and silver are· purged of dross. Then, 
and not till then, are they qualified "to offer 
an offering in righteousness unto the Lord," 
and to lead the church so that her members 
will be known as a "holy people," and the 
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4 RE~fARKABLE EXPERIENCE OF 

" offering of ] udah and ] erusalem shall be 
pleasant unto the Lord., How much de
pends upon the spiritual status of the clergy! 
"Have ye received the Holy Ghost since 
ye believed?" ought to be among the lead
ing questions asked every candidate for or
dination to the work of the ministry, and, if 

· the answer is in the negative, he should be 
requested to tarry at ] erusalcm until he is 
endued with power from on high. The min 
ister is pre-eminently the religious man of 
his parish, and should be unrivaled in the 
height and depth, the length and breadth of 
his piety. · "The great want of the Church, 
the world, and the times, is a ministry fill ed 
with the fire, love, and power of the Holy 
Ghost." 

It is not my purpose to give a biograph
ical sketch of Benjamin Randall, but to call 
attention to a fact well-nigh overlooked in 
the transformation of his re_ligious character, 
viz., his crucible experience as a son of Levi, 
and to the effect on him as a Christian and 
a public teacher of that cleansing and filling 
by the Holy Spirit which he received on the 
occasion of his entire surrender of himself to 

1· 
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ELDER BENJ Al\11N RANDALL. 5 

God,-an experience that made him at once 
a witness to this . higher relationship with 
God as well as of the doctrines of general 
atonement, a universal call, and the freedom 
of the will. God apparently intended that 
complete devotion to him and full reliance 
upon his \Vord under the special illumination 
of the Spirit should be as marked a charac
teristic of Free Baptists as any other doc
trine that we cherish. The blessing of a 
purified heart and the unctio n o f the Holy 
One, the special privilege of all believers, 
was graciously and most wonderfully impart
ed to the apostles, the first preachers of the 
Gospel dispensation; to Martin Luther, the 
greatest reformer of Protestant Christianity; 
to George Fox, the founder of the Society 
of Friends; to the'\Vesleys, the founders of . 
1\Iethodism; and to Benjamin Randall, the 
founder of- the Free Baptist denomination, 
-men who stood in the forefront of great 
religious awakenings that should result in · 
perpetuating the impress of "holiness to 
the 'Lord, in the heart o f the Christian . 
Church. This, and this only, can preserve 
the church, however hi ghly cultured, fro~ 
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6 REMARKABLE EXPERIENCE OF 

drifting into worldliness, .formality, and final-
1~ into rationalism. The church that expe
nences and rests in that is safe. 

Nearly ten years after his conversion, and 
about three years after he entered the min
istry, this eminent man of God was greatly 
embarrassed by certain controversial pas
sages of Scripture in . the hands of the 
Calvinists. He believed they must harmon
ize with the whole trend of God's \Vord but . ' 
JUSt how, he did not know. Though having 
great respect for the writings of the learned 

' 
yet upon this point he felt forbidden to take 
co.unsel of any man, and resolved to go to 
Htm " who g iveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not." It was while alone before 
God, in a spirit of inquiry, that God revealed 
himself to Elder Randall in th e following 
wonderful manner, which will be better 
understood and more hig hly appreciated if 
given in his own language. 

"Some time in July, IJ8o, I was in great 
trial of mind on account of the above texts 

(Rom. 8: 29; Eph. I: 4; Rom. 9: 13, etc., 
etc.), and in order that I might not be dis
covered by any, I walked into a remote place 
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ELDER BE::-TJAMIN RANDALL. 7 

where I had a p1ece of corn growing, and 
went into the midst of it. l\fy soul was 
in great agony. I sat down upon a rock 
and was praying to my heavenly F ather to 
be taught. All at once it seemed as if the 
Lord declined to teach me. This increased 
my tria], and I cried, 'Lord, why may I not 
be taurrht?' and the answer was, 'Because 

0 

thou bast too many right hands and too 
many right eyes.' I said, 'Lord, what are 
my right hands and right eyes? ' And it 
appeared to me that they were my tradi
tions, which I still held, and my old brethren 
whom I came out from; for although I had 
left them, I was too much hung _ upon them, 
and had not fully renounced their doctrines 
and opinions. I saw, too, that I . was too 
much encumbered with natural connections. 
I saw that I needed much purifying and 
refining. I said, 'Lord, here I am. T ake 
me, and do with me as thou wilt: I freely 
surrendered myself that moment into his 
hands; and oh ! the flaming power which 
instantly passed throu gh my soul. It would 
be impossible to give any person an ade
quate idea_ of. it, unless. be-had experienced 
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the same It · was so a · mazm o-ly p r-. 1 and began to stri o. oweriU , 
jn s uch p away evcrythmg from me 
to lose a~J ~anner1, that I thoug ht I was gain...,. 

ever 1ad I be b 
a part b t · : · gan to hold back 

' u 1mmedtately so tl · 
pered in my s 1 . me Hog whis-

ou ' saytng 'Did t tl 
r esign up all;>, I . ' s lou not 

. said, ' Yea L d 
here I am ' Th • or ; and 

· e power then · . 
my soul until it stri d Increased m 
thing , as to my affi PPt.e me of every coveted 

ec JOns I tried t 
lect my brethren d · . o recol-
could not e an_ connectw ns, but I 
had no . fe ~ t any feellng sense of them. I 

ehng of a nything but th 
awful, terrible and dreadful . e grea~ and 
which sunk me . maJesty of God, 
\i ' as It were into h. 
Vhen I was thus stri d . , not mg. 

that I s . ppe ' It appeared to m e 
. aw a whtte robe brou o-h 

over me wh" h b t and put 
' Ic . covered me all 

looked down_ II over. I 
a over me-and I 

as white as snow A:- r-. appeared 
. perJect calm ti 

reverence and sol r , an aw ul 
emn Jear of God 

ali my soul. A Bible pervaded 
before the eyes of m \~as then presented 
s till, small ~oice _Y mmd, and I h eard a 
look d . . saymg, 'Look therein ' I 

e m at the be · · · 
looked out at R rn.mng of Genesis and 

. eve atiOn. I saw all the 

I· 
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· Scriptures in perfect harmony; and those 
texts, about which my opposers were con
tending, were all opened to my mind; and I 
saw that they ran in perfect connection with 
the universal love o f G od to men-the uni
versal atonement in the work o f redemption 
by Jesus Christ, who tasted d eath for every 
man; the universal a ppearance of grace to 
all men, and with the universal call of the 

• Gospel. And, glory t o God! my soul has 
never been in any trials about the meaning 
of those Scriptures since. After passing 
thro ug h the above, the scene was withdrawn. 
I came to myself, and was sitt ing on the 
rock, and all flowing with sweat, and was so 
weak that I could hardly sit up. I observed 
the sun, and found.. that I had been in this 
exercise as much as one and a half hours. 
I never could tell whether I was in the body 
or not." · 

Dr. I. D. Stewart, in his history of Free 
Baptists, while giving an account of this 
experience, says: " Perhap s . a more com
plete surrender of all upon the altar of 
Christ was never made, and it is equally 
doubtful whether the sanctifying power of 
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the Holy Spirit was ever more consciously 
experienced." "Happy man! The sancti
fying power of the Great Jehovah was then 
ovenvhelming, and while the willing subject 
was being stripped of self and clothed with 
Christ, perfect calmness and solemn rever
ence filled his soul." "This baptism of the 
Holy Spirit prepared Randall for his great 
work j and though somewhat remarkable the . , 
account may be received on principles of faith 
and reason, altogether philosophical." 

. Not every Christian experience, however 
nch and exalted, can be properly called the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit. The apostles 
had many such both before and after Pente
cost, but only once are they spoken of as 
having experienced the blessing\ predicted 
by John the Baptist: "He shall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost and with fire" 
(Matt. 3 : I I). And confirmed by Christ: 
"For John indeed baptized with water j but 
ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost 
not many days hence " (Acts I : 

5
) . And 

blessedly fulfilled as prophesied: u And 
when the day of Pentecost was now come 
they were all together in one place. And 

ELDER BENJAMIN RANDALL. I I 

ddenly there came from heaven a sound as 
:~the rushing of a mighty wind, and it filled 
all the house where they were sittmg. ~nd 

there appeared unto them tongues partmg 
asunder, like as of fire; and it sat upon ea.ch 
one of them. And they were all filled w~th 
the Holy Spirit, and began to speak With 
otl;er tongues, as the Spirit gave them utter
ance, (Acts 2: I-4)· As varied and mul
tiform as were the experiences of Randall he 
never again passed through anything like 
the one we are now considering. R_ead 
again and note his confession of impunty; 
then the intensity of the flame that swept 
through his heart, and finally the e~idences 
of his entire sanctification when stnpped of 

ted thing as to his affections. every cove 
\Vhereas he "needed much purifying and 
refining," he now ~~appears as white as 

, There may be repeated fillings and snow. rk 
refreshings, but, in the nature of things .~ . e 
regeneration, the baptism of the Holy Splnt, 
symbolized by fire, meanin,~ purity o~ hea~ 
or ~~holiness to the Lord (Mal. 3. I-4, 
Is a. 6 : I -8 ; Acts 2 : 4; I o : 44; I I : I 5' 
I6; I 5 : 8, 9), is only once experienced. 
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:~ilosophically considered rna . 
shtpmg being '' rh h , n IS a wor-. vv et er by . t. 
bee constructs her cell and th ll~ met, as the 
his dam or by th d . e eaver builds 

' e eductiOn of · 
reason inferring fro th umversal 
in the . m e presence of thouaht 

untverse that there b 

person infinite in all himust ~e a Divine 
worthy of ad . . s attnbutes and 

mtratiOn and confid 
tradition of the f h ence, or by tme w en God lk d 
talked with man . h wa e and 

h
. . m t e cool of the d 

t mg IS true - 1 ay, one , w 1erever fo d h 
graded or refined h un , owever de-

' man as a god d 
It is as natural for an an altar. 

• c a man to worsh· r 
vme to climb a d 1 tp as JOr a 

, n 1encc some of 
est thinkers conclude that Go our ~reat-
that plan In th d made htm on 

· e nature of th. 1 
regard his god a h. mgs, Je must s ts standard of p [! . 
and consequently d er cctJOn, 
h. con emns eve th. 

tmself that is unlike h. d ry mg in 
everything that h fi diS ~0 ' ~nd cherishes 

h
. e n s m lHs g d T 
tghest ambition of th . o . he 

h 
e worshtper · t 

t e favor of his d IS o seck 

b 
. go , and this is b t 

Y Imitating the h es secured c aractcr and r . 
the v,rill of 1 . conJormmg to 

115 god. To be a . "1 
the image of his g d . h ss tmt ated into 

o IS t e great d . 
Hence the moldin . en tn view. g mfluencc of worsh. tp, 

ELDER BENJAMIN RANDALL. 
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and in order to learn the character of the 
gods of any nation we have only to learn the 
character of the people. The history of 
heathen nations reveals the sad fact that they 
" clothe beasts and depraved beings with the 
attributes o f almightiness, and, in effect, are 
worshiping almighty b easts and devils, and 
the more they worship the more they resem
ble the cruel, corrupt, and bestial gods they 

serve ." 
The God of the Bible alone is a holy being. 

"His nature and relations are all holy. The 
chief sects which he has chosen as the 
centers of his most glorious manifestations 
are holy. All his judgments and material 
surroundings, his angelic retinue, his system 
of truth, and all his required and accepted 
service and worship arc holy. The acts of 
his intelligent and responsible creatures 
which he graciously acknowledges as praise-
worthy and rewardable are holy." The more 
clearly man understands the character of God, 
the more intense becomes his desire to be 
h oly like him. This is the history of Chris

tianity. \Vherever the worship of God has 
failed to produce holy character in the wor-
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I 4 - REMARKABLE EXPERIENCE OF 

.:; 
·• 

shiper it has been due . to a lack of heart- ·i 
: . 

. I 
sympathy with the character of God. There l 
is philosophy in this old proverb of the 
Chinese: "Think of Buddha and you will be 
transformed into Buddha. If men pray to 
Buddha and do not become like Buddha, it is 
because the mouth prays and not the he~rt." 
This is the reason so ma.ny worshipers do 

-not become assimilated into the character of 
God. They neither think in their hearts nor 
strive in their lives to be like him. . They 
draw near unto God with 'their lips, but their 
h earts are far from him. l'vfan needs to 
know more and more about God in order 
that _he may be confo~med to his likeness. 

· This will reveal to man what he is by nature, 
and what he must become by grace before 
he can see God. A tribe of negroes in Africa 
are said not to have· known that they were 
black until they saw the face of a white man 

. ' 
then they saw by contrast their ·true com-
plexion. 0 Lord, show us thy face ! That 
was what made Isaiah cry out, u\Voe is ~e! 
for I am undone ; because I am a man of 
unclean lips; ·and I dwell in the midst of a , . 

people of unclean lips; . for niine eyes have 

. ELDER BENJAMIN RANDALL. IS 

seen the King, the Lord of h osts': ~Is a. 6: 5). 
Dr. Stewart continues: u This !t.em of e.x

perience greatly encourages a splnt of en~ue 
consecration, of stro ng faith, and persevenng 

t t " Whence the encouragement? unless, 
rus . h . d 

b the .exercise of simple.faith in c nst an 

e~tire submission to the wi_ll ·of. God,. any 
justified man may have a similar expenen_ce 
of " the sanctifying power of the Great J eho
vah," passing through his heart as a con~~-m
ing fl~me, purifying the . soul of . all unh~e 
Christ, illuminating the mind to understand 
the vVord and the enduement of power from 

. on h igh for Christian work. . 
Dr. R. Dunn says : "I thmk . the expe-

. f R andall .was sanctification. I see n ence o , 
n~ error in Bro. Stewart's c?mm~nts. 

D A D _ \V.'illi;ms ·in Tlu Morning Star, r. . . 
May ro, I 888, .while speaking of. the earlf 
Free. Baptis!S and education, s~ys : . "And tt 

. may be sig~ificant that as Elder Enoch Place 
affirmed to me, o~e of the works of tha: 
libra ry [Randall's J was 'Fletcher's Checks. 
Next to the Bible here may b~. wh~re and 
wh Randall became established m Free . 
Wiii.~~ And it is possible that he may have . 

• 

: 

• 

. ' 
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been indebted to the same great author for 
his convictions on the subject of sanctifica
tion which culminated in the remarkable 
expression here presented. Here is Fletcher's 
testimony to holiness: '' I will coufess Him 
to all the world/ and I declare unto you, in 
the presence of God, the holy Trinity, I am 
now dead unto sin. I do not say I am sanc
tified with Christ because some of our well
meaning brethren say, 'By this can only be 
meant a gradual dying;' but I profess unto 
you I am dead unto sz'Jt and alive unto God. 
He is my Propltct, Pr£cst, and King_- my 
indwelling holiness; my all in all." 

Some may say Randall was not converted 
until this time, but no conversion could be 
clearer or brighter or more satisfactory than 
his. Referring to it, he says : ''As soon as 
I believed this (Ileb. 9: 26), I gave glory 
to God. Oh, what love, joy, and peace filled 
my soul! Oh, how the character of Jesus 
shone in my soul! My soul kept saying, 
Jesus, Jesus; and it was all I could say for 
some time. My joy became unspeakable 
and full of glory. My soul was inflamed 
with love to God as my great Creator and 

• 
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Preserver; to Jesus Christ as my only 
Redeemer, and to the Holy Ghost as my 
Reprover and blessed Comforter. Oh, what 
love I felt to all mankind, and wished that 
they all might share in that fullness which I 
saw so extensive and so free for them all." 

Neither is this experience an evidence of 
being restored from a backslidden state. On 
the contrary, his piety was of an exalted and 
progressive type. This we learn from his 
efforts to promote spirituality in others, his 
great delight in the society of Christians and 
in Christian work, from his eager and con
tinual study of the Scriptures, his patience 
and steadfastness under opposition from cold 
and formal professors. H e was far in advance 
of the average church member of his day. 
It is said of him that ''the immoralities 
which he saw in the church so grieved his 
soul that the next su mmer [after he united 
with the church J he often partook of his 
food without relish, and arose from his bed 
without rest. He became so pressed in 
spirit that he revealed his feelings to a few 
of the most devoted in the church, who 
agreed with him to hold a meeting on Sab-
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' bath and Thursday evenings · for singing, 
prayer, and the reading of a sermon or some 
other good book.'.' Then· again: "At the 1 

close of a. service [conducted in a separate l 
j 

meeting-house in · Portsmouth, . N. H.] he \ 
! 

advanced to the pulpit stairs~ and taking the i 
. hand of the minister, intended to tell him a 1 
little of his rich experience; but in the fullness. ·] 
of his joy he spoke so freely . and audibly ~ 
that all in the h~use could distinctly hear." . 
· During the Reyolutionary War Randall was 

orderly-sergeant in Col. 1\Ioohey~s regiment, 
and "whenever he heard . that a soldier was 
sick, he sought the first opportunityto visit 
him and pray with him." Some ridiculed · 

_ the idea of prayer in the camp ; but the 
colonel publicly commended the course of 
Randall, and said, " I. w~ll ·. punish · the first 
man that shall hereafter make light of his 
kindness to the sick." 

·Randall and his friends were in tl:te habit 
of. holding meetings of fasting and prayer for 
the better unders~anding of God's will. On 
one . occasion their humble fast was turned 
into. a glorious . feast; and there are no words 
that can . better describe ._their feelings than 

ELDER BENJAMIN RANDALL. 19 ' 

the following, written . by. Ra!ldall himself: 
"Oh, how did our ·souls rejoice together; we 
leaped and praised God for hi~ ~vonderful 
mysterious ways, and for the increase of our 
union and fellowship." · 

After deciding to make the ministry his 
life-work, he says: ·"I . felt the word of the . 
Lord like fire shut up in my bo.ne.s. I had · 
kept back till I was weary with repining, and 
my time appeared v~ry short." "He· sowed 
much and reaped much. · He · went f~rth ' -._ --
weeping, bearing precious seed, . and caine 
again with rejoicing; bringing his' sheaves 
with him., . 

. Respecti~g his first tour through New 
Hampshire, he says: "It was a wonderful 
journey. Wherever I \Vent, my blessed Master 
was with me. The power .of God fell on .old 

. and young, and sinners were crying for mercy 
- and many were rejoicing in God all tlirough 

B . But some oppo.sed me wit~ great 
rage, and called ·after me, and railed and 
threatened; · but the Lord preserved me." 

, This spirit of devotion, simple, childlike faith' 
in God, dependence on the ·guidance of, the 
Holy· Spirit, and disinterested· love for souls 

' . 

\ 

• 
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ever characterized him as a servant of Christ. 
This was the state ·. of piety that ens\vathed 
his soul as he presented himself a livino
sacrifi~e to be so transformed that h.e might. : 
kno~ the perfect will of God. (Rom . . : 
12: I, 2.) . . 

< 

. The experience of Randall 'is entitled. to ' 
great weight, both as ari illustration and an 
example of what God will do for every hum- .: 
ble, trus~i~g disciple. Let not its · force be ~ 
broken by the th.ought that he was a special j 
agent of Go? and signally raised up for a · l 

great work. . So far as salvation is concerned, 
he stood with us precisely. He was a man 
and ~sinner the same as others. ·Faith in 
him and in us is the same. thing, and Jesus is 
the same to all, and for all,' in all time. God's · 
plan is · that the _heavens shall ·open and the 
Holy Spirit desce~d upon ev~ry believer who . 
unreservedly. and affectionately submits him~ · 
self to God as did Christ upon the banks of 
~he ] ordan. Randall's first light an.d joy was 
m the forgiveness of sins, and the last and 
greatest in th~ full apprehension of .Christ as· 

· his sanctification. · 

Sanctification . denotes, ~ccording ~0 it~ 

ELDER BENJAMIN RANDALL. 2I 

original meaning, consecration to or set 
·apart for God; also to purify, to clea~se, 
and to make holy, and in the Scriptures is 
applied to things and places as ~ell a-s char
acter~ The · term first denotes the outward, 
then the inward ; the visible, then the invisi· 

· ble, purification ·and setting apart for holy pur
poses. Nothing is more reasonable, as well 

. as Scriptural, than that a ·man ought to be and · 
live ·in harmony with his Creator. .Therefo~e 
_holin.ess is an eternal necess~ty, and ·nothing· . . 

· short of this state of grace can fill the Divine 
requirement of Christian .. character. 
· Sanctification presupposes regeneration as . 
" . . . ' . . 
1ts startmg-pomt, and hence, in its comple-
tion, is distinct from regeneration. ·. "Regen
eration, or the ne\y birth, is that work of the · 
Holy Spirit in the heart of. man by which his 
nature is renewed in righteousness, and man · . . . 
lS restored to the moral image of God, and 
made· a partaker of spiritual life. By this 
great change the power of sin is broken and 
the renewed soul is enabled t~ live under the 
influence of a faith \~orking by love, and' thus 
to maintain a good · conscience toward God. 
Not that by the . measure of sanctification 

' 

. . 
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thus obtained all sin is destroyed; this is not I 
the case; but the new tnan has "power over l 

. it, so that while his seed remaineth . and his 
faith continues, it cannot obtain'the mastery. 
· · . \Yhen born again ... a ·new nature 
was implanted jn the soul, and a spiritual life 
began its c_ourse of action· .. · .. Perhaps, 
indeed~ the results of that change were so 
glorious that· for. a season we were . not con- . 
scious of any indwelling enemy to our. peace: _ 
_ At Iengt~, however, .roots of bitterness sprang 
up arid troubled us. \Ve became sensible . of 

, the existence of pri,?e, anger, unbelief~ envy, 
worldly-mindedness, or other similar evils. 
But now the clearly observable distinction is 
felt to exist, that the mind has power over 
t~ese corruptions, restrains their action, and .. 
looking to . Jesus by faith, does not, even 
tinder their · influence, commit sin. Y ~t the 
existence of these remains of corrupt nature . 

-. is powerful and dangerous. They are 
sourc.es of pain~ as . they are felt to be con
trary to the will of God, by a mind that pants 
to do his wilL They are dangerous, inas
much as many, uncle~ th~ir influence·, have 
fallen into a snare of the deviL Few, indeed; 

. , 
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·. have fully escaped being drawn into con~em
nation under their influence, and have. conse
quently had again to . apply for pardoning 
mercy through faith in Christ Jesus .. From 
these evils we teach that it is the privilege of 

·all believers to be delivered. This blessing is 
sometimes called e11tire sanctification." Since 

. . 
sanctification is the chief .need of the regen- . 
erate soul, it is certainly practical, and as it is 
the chief means.·of efficiency in the church it 
is certainly obtainable in this life. A holy 
church is as terrible .· as an army _with ban.:.. 
ners. It must exhibit some power to subdue 
sin and evil habits, or it will not succeed in 

' converting the world. The world takes no 
stock in the piety of a sinful and sinning 
church . . Holiness is the normal state of the 
church, and an unholy church · is an abnor
mal institution and ·an awful burlesque on 
sacred things. 
. How · humiiiating is the ·history of ·the 

church I· . Her liturgies, prayers, and hymns 
confess the sad fact that the great ·mass of 
her membership is composed of unholy 
adherents. But why look at the record . of 
the church; we ourselves were conscious · o( . . . . 

. . 

/ 
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not havi~g moral perfection at our first accep
~anc.e w1th God, and soon discovered a yearn
mg m our hearts for completeness in Christ. 
We were often told that this was our warfare, 
and would serve to keep us humble, and that 
our fiercest battles would be to keep our hearts 
subdued. Blessed be God, we have learned 
from the \Vord that the offending eye is not 
to be treated with a green pad, nor hidden 
behind stained goggles, but "plucked out"; 
that the offending hand is not to be carried 
in a sling, nor covered with a poultice, but 
"cut off"; and that the "old man" is not to 
be put on short rations, nor scourged with 
self-reproaches, but "crucified." 

The stu rdy, honest old Roman, Cato, 
whenever he spoke in the Senate, began his 
oration with these significant words, "Car
thage must be destroyed." He recognized 
the Carthagenians as the deadly enemies of 
Rome, and although subdued and held in 
durance, there was no safety until Carthage 
was a thing of the past. That should be the 
motto of every believer, that the body of this 
death must be destroyed. There can be no 
abiding peace, no uninterrupted .communion 

ELDER BENJAMIN RAl"\DALL. 

of the Holy Spirit, until he can say, as did 
Paul "I am crucified unto the world and the ' . 
world is crucified unto me." Sanctification 
entire means death to all sin, and life to all 
righteousness. "Even so reckon ye your
selves to be dead unto sin, but alive unto God 

inChristJesus" (Rom.6: II). 
The Scriptures teach us in many special 

passages that the regenerate arc not per
fected in holiness. "And I, brethren, could 
not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as 
unto carnal, as unto babes in Chris t. I fed 
you with milk, not with meat; for ye were 
not yet able to bear it: nay, not even now 
are ye able, for ye are yet carnal: for where
as there is among you jealousy and strife, 
are ye not carnal, and walk after the manner 
of men?" (I Cor. 3 : 1-3). "Having there
fore these promises, beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all defilement of flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God" 
( 2 Cor. 7: 1). They teach that complete 
deliverance from sin is provided in the Gos
pel of Christ, that he died for sin, for all sin, 
and represents the power that delivers Chris
tians from sin to some degree, as able to 
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deliver them to . a perfect degree. "Now ~ 
unto hi~ that is able to do exceeding 1 
abundantly above all that we · ask or think \ 
according to ~he power that worketl~ in us ~~ l 
(Eph. 3: 20). · "\Vhom we proclaim, ad- ~1 monishing every man and teaching every 
man in all wisdom, that we may present every ~ 
man perfect in Christ; whereunto I labor J 

also, striving according to his working, which 
worketh in me mightily" (Col.·I: 28, .29) .. 
They expressly _assert the ability of Christ to 
cleanse perfectly the regenerate from all sin. 
"But of him are ye in Chfist Jesus, who was 

~ ~ade unto us w_isdom from God: and right
eousness and sanctification and redemption" 
(I Cor. I : 30). "If-we confess our sins he 
is faithful · and righteous to forgive us our 
si~s, · and to cleanse us from all unrighteous
ness". {I John I : 9). · "And ye know that 
he was -manifested to take away sins; and in 
him is no sin. Whosoever abideth in ·him 
sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not see~ 
him, neither knoweth him" (I John 3: 5,· 6) .. 
"Who gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto -
himself a people for his own possession zeal-

ELDER ·BENJAMIN RANDALL •. ·. 27 
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ous of good works" (Titus 2: ' 14) . . "An~. · . 
I will turn my hand. upon thee, and purely 
purge away . thy dross, and take away ·all 
thy tin" . (Is a. 1 : 2 5). They show that the 
standard of character is perfect · h oliness. 
"But like as he which c~lled. you is holy, be 
ye yourselves also holy in all manner of liv- . 
ing, because it is written, Ye shall be holy 
for 1 am · holy" ( 1 Peter I: I 5, 16). 
"And the God of peace himself sanctify you : ·; 
wholly: and may your spirit and soul and 
body . be preserved entire without blame at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faith~ 
ful is he that calleth you, who will also do 
it" (I Thess. 5: 23, 24). "Be not un
equally yok~d with unbelievers: for what 
fellowship have righteousness and iniquity? · 
or what communion hath · light with dark
ness? And what concord hath Christ with 
Belial? or what portion hath a believer with 
a~ unbeliever? And what agreement hath 
a 'temple of God with idols? for we are a 
temple of the living God; even as God said, 
I will dwell in them and walk in them: and 
I will be their God and · they_ shall be my 
people. \Vherefore come ye out from among 
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them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord 
and. touch no unclean thing: and I wili 
receive you, and will be to you a Father 
and ye shall be to me sons and daughters,: 
( 2 Cor. 6 : I4-I 8). "For behold, this self
same thing that ye were made sorry after a 
godly sort, what earnest care it wrought in 
you, ~ea: what cleadng of yourselves, yea, 
wha~ Indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what 
longmg, yea, what zeal, yea, what avenging! 
In everything ye approved yourselves to be 
pure in the matter" ( 2 Cor. 7 : I I). And 
they assume as self-evident th~t Christians 
are able to live by this standard through the 
grace of God. "I can do all things in him 
that strengtheneth me" (Phil. 4 : I 3). 

The Scriptures further teach that the Hol 
Spirit works in the hearts of believers to pe: 
feet them in holiness. "But ye were washed 
~ut ye were sanctified, but ye were justified 
m the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in 
~'h e Spir~t of our God" (I Cor. 6: I I). 

Accordmg to the foreknow.ledge of God 
the ~ather in sanctification of the Spirit unto 
obedJence and sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Christ, (I Peter I : 2). "But we are 

• 

• 
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bound to give thanks to God alway for you, 
brethren beloved of the Lord, for that God 
chose you from the l;>eginning unto salvation 
in sanctification of the Spirit and belief of 
the truth" ( 2 Thess. 2 : I 3). " That I 
should be a minister of Christ Jesus unto the 
Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that 
the offering up of the Gentiles might be 
made acceptable, being sanctified by the 
H oly Ghost" (Rom. I 5 : I 6). That he ap
plies the truth of Christ to the conscience in 
order to secure the complete holiness of 
God's people. "But the Comforter, even 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in my name, he shall teach you all things 
and bring to your remembrance all that I 
said unto you" (John 14: 26). "Sanctify 
them in the truth: thy word is truth" (John 
I 7 : I 7) . And also that he incites believers 
to walk by the standard of perfect holiness. 
"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, meekness, temperance" (Gal. 
5: 22, 23). "For if ye live after the flesh, 
ye must die; but if by the Spirit ye mortify 
the deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as 
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many as are led by the Spirit of God, these 
are the sons of God" · (Rom . . 8: I 3, 14). 
"Know ye not that ye. are a temple of God, 
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 

. If any man destroyeth the tempie of God, him 
shall God destroy: for the temple of God is 

.. holy, which temple ye are" ( ~ Cor. 3 : i 6, I 7). 
That b~lievers may be perfected in holi

ness they are taught to yield implicitly to the 
Holy Spirit. HI beseech you therefore, breth
ren, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God, which is your reasonable service. And 
be not fashioned according to this .world: but 
be ye transfo~med by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove wh-at is the good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God" (Rom. 
12: r, 2). "Quench not the Spirit" ( r 
Th~ss . 5: 19) : , Consequently the . fruits of 
the Spirit in the hearts of believers. are always 
perfect in . their . nature. H A gainst s~ch 
there is no la'w" (Gal. 5: 23). _ H\Valk as 
children of light (fo~ the fruit of thelight · 
is in all goodness a_nd righteousness ·and · 
truth), proving what is well-pleasing unto th~ 
Lord" (Eph; 5 :. 9) . .. 

' 

l . 
I 
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.··Hence the beginning of sanctification is 
involved in the completion of regeneration, 
and the need _of. entire· sanctification in the 
reg~nerate springs from the imperfect condi
tion of the heart after regeneration ; he is 
sanctifi~d in part. . The Scriptt.Jres also te~ch 
that the state of entire sanctification like 
regeneration is obtained instantaneously an9 
by faith. "And he said, Thy name shall be 
called no more Jacob, hut Israel: . for as a 
prince hast thou power with God and with 

.m.en and hast prevailed" (Gen. 33: 28). 
What a ~ight of death . and r_esurrecti6n! 
Jacob, the supplanter, : died, and Israel,· the . 
prince of God, lived · instead. "The Angel 
which redeemed me from all evil, bless the 
lads , (Gen. 48: r6). uThen flew one of 
the seraphim unto me having a live coal in 
his hand which he had . taken with the tongs 
from off the. altar: and he laid· it upon my 
mouth and said, Lo, this hath touched thy 
lips : and thine iniquity ~s taken away and 
thy sin · purged" (Isa. 6: . · 6; · 7). H Ini
quity" and u sin" mean inborn sin or native de- · 
pravity. · . "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; . 
~nd in sin did my mother ·conceive me" · (P~a. ~ 

• 

. . • 

.. 

.· •' 
; 

l 
,· 
' 
; 

I 
·, 
; 

I 
; 



r;Ti>··:.:::.:o-: --=====~~~~ 
i . :i 
t· • 
, i . •! 

I
• ; I 

·: . ':. 

I j' I 
i : a ii l 
' • .. 

. , ·''iii 

I : :q 
ll i : . ll , ·q I : · .t .,. 
I i : q I 

. : !, 
I i' f . ·' .. I .. . 

I : ·~ : : 

I· ; :\\ 
~~ : : ~.-~· I II : ;. 

'' >·\· II . ." II . ; . 

1

.,. ·I ·.·i 
I .'·,I 

I . ·j . ' .. i I . ., ! . . ,. 
I ,, 

., .-: . . . 
~ I ·; . I 

I r II · · . , ~ 
. i I . ; . ~I 
i : I' · .. · I 
I i 11 ' ' · ' 

I 
;I ,., . :l; 
., , . . tl 

· II .· :'1 
l • • • ~ • • 

j ! I !,' . :' 
l ii 1! . . I ·I 
I . : " · . ·I 

IIi !· -... 
• I. 'I 

1 I 1 i' ·· ... 
11 r:· · · :; 
j I . . ··: 

I! , . _:.!' 
i! !! . . ;; 

. I , , , . .. 
! i :, . '· 
; I . ,I 
I . - •I 

" I r 

I .•. · ' : ··:; .. ' 
li :, ,. : :: 
ii : ·. ·.; 
-~- ~ - , . . J· I . , . . I. . . . ' 
. ~ -:.. : i 

' : ; . ; .. . . 
~ ;, .· ~ 

I . I i ' . !, 
! 11 I 
I j.:: :' .: • ; . :i 

i : ~ : . ~ :! 
(<·I 
·I ~ . . . ~ 

li1 ::'I 
:,·· ':., 

. I ; . . : ,i 
o, I . :I ~ -. -. ·· 

-

I 

.. 

r 
• 
I 

' • 
32 REMARKABLE EXPERIENCE OF_" . 

I 

-----------'-------- ~-
' .. 

5 1 : 5). , ., And God, whi.ch knoweth the 1 

heart, bare them witness, giving them the t 
· _Holy Ghost, even as· he did unto us: · and he t 
made no distinction between us. and · the~~ t 
cleansing their hearts by faith, (Acts I 5 : r 

-8, 9). · The same work of grac·e that wasi 
wrought in the hearts .. of the apostles on the i 
day of . Pentecost the Holy Spirit performed 
in the he.arts of Cornelius and his ·household · 
under th.e preaching· of Peter. "And the God 

. of peace sanctify you wholly" (I Thess .. 5 : 
23)~ · u Sanctify," in the original, so scholars 
tell us, is' in the aorist tense and means a . 
stroke, the work of a moment, hence the force 

· of Paul's prayer that the Thessalonian church 
.might be sanctified wholly in a moment. 

. Finally, the Scr·iptures teach thp.t the .state 
of entire sanctification has been actually . . 

obtained. Paul, in addressing the church in 
Rome, sets total depravity over against per
fect holiness, one doctrine _. illustrating. the 
oth.er. "For when ye were servants of sin, 
ye . were · free in : regard of righteousness. 
\Vhat ~ruit then had_ ye . at that time in the 

. things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the . . 
end of those things is death. But now being 

• 

' 
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made free from sin, and becom.e servants to · 
God, ye had your fruit unto sanctification · 
and the end eternal life" (Rom. ·6: · 2o-22) · . 
Enoch lived in this state of grace. 'i A'nd 
Enoch walked with God ... three hundred 
years " · (Gen . . 6: · 2 2). . . '.'By faith Enoch 
'~as translated that he should not see death~ 
and he was not found, because God trans
lated him ; for before his translation he hath 
had ·witness borne to him that h~ had bee~ 
well-pleasing unto God" (He b. II : 5) · So 
did Job: "Hast thou considered my servant 
Job, that there is no_ne li~e him in the earth, · 
a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth 
God, and escheweth evil?" (Job 2 : 3). So 
did Zacharias· and Elizabeth: "And they 
were both righteous before God, w~lki~g .in 
all the commandments and ordinances blame..; 
less" (Luke 1: 6). The testimonies of Paul, 
"There is therefor(;! ·now no. condemnation to 
them that are in Christ Jesus. For. the law · 
of the Spirit or' life ~n Christ Jesus made me 
free from the law of sin and death" (Rom: 
8: I, 2). "I h~ve been crucified with . 
~hrist, yet I liv.e; . a1:1d no lon.ger I: but • · 
Christ liveth in me : and that hfe wh1ch I 

• 
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now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith': 
which· is in the. S~n · of God who loved me 1 

-and gave himself up for me" (Gal. 2: 20). ~. 
''But far .be it from me to glory save in the f.

cross of our Lord Jesus Christ through which~ 
the world hath been crucified unto, me and ~ 

. ~ 

I unto the world,. (Gal. 6: 14). "Ye are i 
witnesses and God also how holily and right- i 
eously and 'unblameably we behaved our- i 

. . 
selves towa.~d you that believe" ( 1 Thess. 2 : 

10). John speaks· familiarly and experi
·mentally on this' subject: · "I:Jerein ·is love 

. .. 
made perfect with us, that we may have bold-

.. ness in the day of judgme~t: ~ecause as he 
is, even so are we in this world. There is no 
fear in love; but perfect love casteth out 
fear, because fear hath torment, and he that 
feareth-is not made perfect in love" (r-John 
4: 17, r8). 

'· 

"Ye who know your sins forgiven, 
And are happy in the Lord, 

Have you read that precious promise 
Found recorded in His Word? 

'i'll impart to you my Spirit, 
I will cleanse you from all sin, 

Sanctify and make you holy 
. I will reign and dwell within.' 

. . 

• 

. . 

ELDER. BENJAMIN RANDALL. 35 

"Though you have much peace and comfort, 
Greater things you 1et may find

Freedom from unholy tempers, 
. . . 

Freedom from the carnal mind.· 
To procure this perfect freedom,. 

Jesus suffered, groaned, and di.ed
On the cross the healing fountain 

Gushed from His bleeding side. . 

"\Vake up, brethren, wake up, sisters,· 
Seek, 0 seek that holy state. 

None but holy ones can enter 
' . 

Through those pure, celestial gates- · 
Can you bear the thought of losing · 

All the joys that are above? 
No, my brethren, no, my sisters, 
~od will perfect you in love." 

• Scriptural holiness is essentially an Arm in
ian d<?ctrine and ought to be· hailed with 
joy by aU Christians who. reject ·Calvinism. 
Ordinarily the p_ossibiiiti~s o'f committing sin 
are very great, and sin cuts the subject loose 
from God and imperils the soul. "But if 
thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for
ever" ( r Chron. 28 : 9). "But your iniqui-

. ties have separated between you arid your 
God, and your. sins have hid his face from 
you, that he will not hear" . (Isa. 59: 2 ). · 

Entire s~nctificatio~, or holiness of heart, 

• 
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greatly decreases the possibilities of com
mitting sin, because this state of grace ena
bles a man _to retain his justification and live 
free from condemnation, and, consequently, 
greatly increases the probabilities of final 
victory through Jesus Christ our Lord,
God wants to make the believer solid on the 
Rock of Ages. 

Holiness is not only a preparation for all 
the active duties of life, but wonderfully pre
pares us for the sick-room and the closing 
scenes of our earthly career. 

As I look over Randall's biography, I find 
the following holy breathings, during an ill
ness of a few weeks' duration, from which 
God graciously raised him for greater tri
umphs of truth and righteousness: "Through 
the whole illness, I enjoyed a heavenly calm. 
I found my faith strong in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and felt no choice but the Lord's 
choice, either in life or death. I lay bask
ing and solacing in Divine consolation, and 
felt the streams of heavenly love flow sweet
ly into my soul; so that I never felt one rest
less thought, but felt all my affections taken 
from things below, and set on heavenly things." 

ELDER BENJAMIN RANDALL. 37 

Then again in a letter to the New Dur
ham Quarterly "Nieeting he wrote: "Al
though I write with a weak frame and 
trembling hand, yet, glory to God, I write 
with a soul inflamed with love to him and 
to you, my dear and precious fellow-travel
ers to the eternal glory. As to the 
state of my soul, I feel strong in the Lord 
and in the power of his might, and think I 
have no choice but the Lord's choice." 

There is no place in life where Christian 
perfection blossoms into greater beauty and 
fills the atmosphere of the soul with sweeter 
aroma than in the sick-room. Holiness is a 
corrective of the impatience, peevishness, 
and repinings that frequently prevail among 

the sick and suffering. 
Let me also give the substance of a con

versation with Randall during his last illness. 
" Bro. Randall, don't you sometimes long 

to die that you may get into heaven? " 
"No; for I am in heaven now, and have 
been all through my sickness. I have en
joyed the presence of God through it all, 
and that is heaven for me." "But don't 
you think that you will enjoy a greater 
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measure of happiness after you leave the 
body, than you can enjoy in it?" uYes; 
but I am full now, and I shall only be full 
then ; when a vessel is full, it is full; and if 
a vessel is full, if it don't hold more than 
a gill-cup, it is as happy, in its measure, as if 
it were as big as a gallon-pot." 

u Don't you expect that when you leave 
this body you will be rewarded for all your 
labors here below? " u No; blessed be 
God! The Lord is not in debt to me. I 
expect to go to heaven when I die, but I 
don't expect to enjoy heaven as a reward 
for my labors. I have had my reward all 
the way as I came along, and expect the 
joys of heaven will be gratis I, 

This is the kind of holy living and dying 
that belongs to a man wholly the Lord's; 
only such live continuously u in heaven" 
while on earth, and only such have the 
promise of seeing God. The very best evi
dence that a minister is enjoying the blessing 
of holiness is that his preaching leads others 
into the same experience. This was true of 
Randall's preaching. He stamped his high 
type of piety upon the hearts of his coadju-
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tors and the church of his day. Rev. 0. E. 
Baker says: ~~Our early fathers taught and 
exemplified the doctrine (holiness~' and. no 
d . t. has furnished more lllustnous cnomma wn 

l 
, 

examp es. . 
David Marks says: ~~Another distincttve 

sentiment of Free Baptists, contended. e.ar
nestly for by our fathers, is, th~t. all reltgwn 
without the baptism of the Sptnt, the h~ly 

. . . · " we will have occasiOn anomtmg, ts vam. 
to refer to this again. . 

Dr. I. D. Stewart, in reviewing the hves of 
the early Free Baptists, during the first .de
cade of their history, says: "Consecratto~, 

continuous and entire, was the spirit of thetr 
lives; and if taught in a manner less formal 
than now it was taught none the less suc
cessfully. , So close was their walk with t~e 
living God that they recognized his spectal 

. d 11 lived above the Provtdences, an usua Y 
world in that spiritual atmosphere where all 
is light, life, peace, and joy. So cor~ect and 
complete, so Scriptur.al and expe.nmen~al, 
were their views of the inner and lttghcr ltfe, 
and so familiar were they with its practical 
workings, that the wisdom of all subsequent 
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men and times has failed to present it in a 
more impressive light. It was this endue
ment from on high that gave them efficiency, 
and for its preservation in the church their 
care was most vigilant, and their efforts un
tiring." (The italics are ours.) To com
prehend the full meaning of this statement 
we have only to consider that the term 
"lziglter life" is a synonym for " rest of 
faith," It assurance of faith," "holiness," 
"entire sanctification," "perfect love," and 
" Christian perfection." 

Then again at a quarterly meeting at New 
Hampton, N. H., in January, 1805, there was 
"much exhortation to reach after holiness, 
which was very quickening." Randall was 
present and preached during the session, and 
we would naturally expect exhortations of 
that character to attend his labors. Chris
tians, unless in the experience of holiness, 
do not exhort others to reach after that grace 
with any degree of quickening. A man can
not talk successfully with his lips what he 
does not possess in his heart. The men who 
preach this truth, and those who witness to 
its power to save, ought to be as holy as the 
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men who wrote it, and without this fitness 
the church miserably fails in her mission of 
representing Christ to the world. vVhat the 
world needs is not a mere teacher to com
municate something about God, but some
body who knows God himself by his personal 
manifestations to his own consciousness. 
\Vhen any church neglects to emphasize this 
important doctrine, it wilt s.Jon fail in con
vertino- sinners from the errors of their ways, 

b 

and it is only a question of time when God 
will remove its candlestick out of its place, 

" t" except ye repen . 
Every man stands at a center of influ-

ences which are far reaching. But the 
power of sublime moral character and pur
pose reaches farthest, and the difference 
between pigmies and giants before God may 
be simply a question of consecration. Inas
much as Randall yielded implicit obedience 
to the will of God he was clea~sed and filled 
with the Holy Spirit and used to the extent 
of his ability in dethroning error and bring
ing to light precious truth. No man is small 
or insignificant in God's sight, and however 
humble or obscure a man may appear, he 
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may become the connecting link between 
God and some achievement more illustrious 
than the discovery of the New World, and 
more lasting than the pyramids. It is more 
than probable that had Randall refused to 
say yes to God there in the cornfield he 
would have been called to no leadership, and 
there wo.uld have been no permanent body 
of assoc1ates gathered by him among those 
who for a time held independent meetings 
during those days of struggle for soul liberty. 
~e would have been incapable of apprehend
mg and setting forth the harmony of the 
Scriptures in their support of those views of 
the divine government, of the nature and 
extent of the atonement, and of the relations 
between man and God that made him a 
pioneer ~f the truth; without this enlighten
ment, thts assurance of being taught of God, 
he would have lacked that enthusiasm for 
t~e truth, that love for humanity, that power 
With God and with man, which made him a 
leader, a reformer, and an organizer. Ran
dall says: u As to my faith, it remains un
~haken. I am more and more established 
m the doctrine I have always preached. I 
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know that I received it not of men, neither 
was I taught it but by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ., Free Baptists may justly claim that 
no purer doctrines than those taught by 
Randall have been bequeathed to any people 
since the days of the apostles; and yet, no 
man, however intellectual, or cultured, or 
devout, can thoroughly transmute those doc
trines into character and life, and properly 
teach them to others, without that baptism 
through which Randall passed w.hen the 
illuminated page was presented to hts enrap-

tured vision. . 
The management of Christian enterpnses 

with less preparation of heart th~n God 
demanded of Rand all will cut the smew of 
their prosperity, and .Prove suicidal to. their 
existence. They may have, without thts en
duement of power, a measure of success 
according to human standards, but ~od will 
visit upon much of it, we fear, "Wetghed m 

. " the balances and found wantmg. 
What was essential at the beginning to give 

the church strength, solidity, and prosperity, 
is essential still. Christians will never out
grow the need of the baptism of the Holy 

• 
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Spirit and its attendant blessings and qualifi
cations, however superior may be their 
advantages and opportunities. 

In the light, joy, and peace beg inning with 
this great blessing, this man of God lived and 
labored during the remainder of his days. 
The H oly Spirit, having adjusted all his God
given powers to the will of God, lived with 
him continually, notwithstanding his trials 
were great and his afflictions numerous. 

Randall was earnest, zealous, courageous, 
impassionate, faithful and tnt G. to his convic
tions, though frequently rough and impulsive. 
He did not hesitate to strip off the mask of 
hypocrisy and show sin in all its deformity. 
His voice was mighty, at times S\\·ceping 
along like a tornado. He thundered and 

• 
flashed along the heavens, and shook the 
very gates of hell. Some say such a method 
of work would never do to-day. We need 
something more refined to meet the approval 
of cultivated .tastes. By laying too much 
stress on the so-called amenities and propri
eties of society, many a minister and church 
have failed in their work. The plain Gospel 
still is to many, as it was to the proud Jew, 
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a stumblincr-block, and to the cultivated 
b • • 

Greek, foolishness; but, nevertheless, Jt IS 

the wisdom and power of God unto salvation 

to all who believe. 
The baptism of the Holy Spirit, that and 

that only, can set the church to laboring for 
lost men realizing that they arc lost, present
ing Christ as the only Saviour and way of 
redemption. This is the one thing God 
planted the church in the world for, and t~e 
world feels her power whenever she carnes 
out God's plan. It ought to have bee~1 
saved long ago, and it would have been 1f 
every Christian had been faithful to Go.d. 
\Vhen the church has been true to her mis
sion and preached the simple, unadulterated 
Gospel, men have believed her. But when 
she has indulged in speculations and con
jectures and urged men to accept a creed 
full of doubt, and a manner of worship cold 
and formal, she has lost power over the world. 
The difference between a church wholly 
consecrated to God and one that is not, is 
like the difference between a real battle and 
a sham fight. History is repl ete with evi
dences that when the church frankly accepts 
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the statement of the Gospel, that this is a 
lost world and men are going down to dark
ness and eternal despair, and that Christ 
came to seek and save that which was lost 
and states plainly that this is her conviction' 

and is at work for the salvation of men be~ 
cause they need salvation, then the ch~Jrch 
has a burning message and delivers it in a 
burning style, which cannot be laughed away 
or passed unheeded with a jeer. 

. \rVhose fault is it that there are so many 
still unconverted? \!Vill we make honest in
quisition, not of anybody else b t f , u o our-
~elves, and see whether on our hands there 
IS any blood of souls? May God keep the 
church in the future from her old weaknesses 
a~d ~ailures, and make her mighty through 
htm. Ill prc~ari_ng the way for the speedy 
commg of hts kmgdom in the earth. 

The position of Randall and his co-labor
ers_ respecting ministerial support and edu
catiOnal qualifications has been the subject 
of much adverse criticism. at1d wh·l 

• , , 1 e we 
~ave Improved upon them in this regard, it 
lS to be_ feared we have not, as a whole kept 
pace With their ideas of the spiritual ~uali-
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fications of the ministry. \Nriting to his min
istering brethren he says: "We profess to be 
the representatives of Jesus Christ. 0 let us 
consider what an example he set for his em
bassadors to follow! \rVhat humility! what 
meekness ! what holiness I what godliness I 
what temperance! what self-denial! what 
separation from the world I yea, and every
thing that is amiable and lovely he hath exhib
ited in his life for his embassadors to follow. 
Let each of us, therefore, ask himself the 
question, How much am I, or do I strive 
to be, like him? ... Although many when 
they first come into the ministry feel some 
good degree of humility, yet how soon they 
begin to feel self-important, think themselves 
to be something great, conform to the world, 
seck after worldly interests and honor, rab
byings, greetings, uppermost rooms, chief 
seats, and want to be considered first and 
greatest/ they get to be heady, high-minded, 
lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God 
-making a by-business of preaching, reclin
ing in the sunbeams of worldly pleasure, and 
desiring to walk to heaven in golden slippers 
in sunshiny days. 0 what a melancholy 
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portrait! God forbid that any feature of it 
should belong to us, my brethren. But oh, 
let us watch, for we are in danger. . . . 
See to it that we do not get any new-fan
gled, heady, wordy, tonguey doctrine of 
men, which leads from Christ instead of 
leading to him. But let our doctrine be 
such as comes from Christ into our hearts, 
and that will lead to his spiritual appearance 
and terminate in his glory. . . . Let us, I 
pray you, have a strife among us, not 'who 
shall be the greatest,' but who shall be the 
least of all-who shall be the humblest
who shall be the most of a servant-"·ho 
shall lie the lowest at the feet of Jesus-who 
shall bring forth the most fruit to the glory 
of God. Oh, my brethren, let us keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." 

Again he writes : "I only regret that I have 
been no more industrious and laborious in 
my Master's vineyard. 0 my fellow-labor
ers ! I tremble for some of you, fearing you 
are too negligent, and make our Master's 
wor~ too much a by-business. 0 for Christ's 
sake be more laborious if you would with 
confidence receive your penny when your 
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day is ended. . . . The thing I most fear, 
that will hinder the advancement of the 
cause, is, 'Who shall be the greatest?'" 
"Let nothing be done among you through 
strife or vainglory, but in holiness of mind 
let each esteem others better than himself. 
There are some among us who are greatly 
inclined to mingle with the world; and this 
I fear will cause a great deal of trouble . . .. 
Our prosperity wholly depends on our fol
lowing our Heavenly Leader: and if we do 
not, God will raise him another people, and 
we shall sink as others have done before us." 

As a means of correcting false doctrines 
and disorderly walk among the ministers and 
churches, he g ives the following directions : 
11 

I. Submission to God. 2. A constant 
1 . 
. earnmg of Jesus. 3. A steady perseverance 
lil the commandments of God .. .. None 
but such will ever rightly understand the 
mystery of godliness, or have the testimony 
of their consciences that they please God." 

A holy heart, with wonderful clearness 
Will discern the path of the just. Had w~ 
all, as a people, strictly conformed to these 
few rules, should we have been manifold more 
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successful in making inroads upon the pow
ers of darkness? . 

· These words · of counsel to ministers and 
·churches forecast the success ·or failure of his 
descendants. \Vhene~cr -arid wherever his 
advice h~s been heeded we have prospered, 
and whenever and wherever it has been dis
rc<Yarded we have suffered. Places of wor-

b . . 

ship are frequently more )ike the catacombs, 
a~d the pews niches for the dead, than like 
rrarderts with trees planted by rivers of 
~·aters. · · Oh, let us get ·back to the piety of 
the Fathers and the Apostles~ or else God 

. ~ , 

will write '·' Ichabod" ~pon our walls. 
. His biographer says that he ga~e t~e fo~-
. lowing instructions to his follow.ers as to the1r 

mode of life: "He labored · much to con
vince his brethren and sisters of the necessity . 
of coming out from the spirit and superfluous 
practices of the world, in eating, drinking, 
and dressing. He wished them to be trans
formed i~ the spirit of their minds, and com-

. . 

. ply as much as possible with the ·example 
of Christ and · his apostles in those things. 
He himself. was an eminent example to the 
flock. I have heard him say that he made 

ELDER BENJAMIN RANDALL. 5 I 

it his rule to eat, drink, and wear such things 
. . 

as he could in faith ask_ God for, and give . 
thanks when he had received them. In his 
dress he was remarkably neat, but suitably 
plain. He often remarked that 'holiness 

· hecomes God's house forever,' ·and ·that 'no 
' . . 

.unclean .· thing · can enter · the kingdom · of 

.heaven.'" • 

How he . would reprove such of his fol
. lowers as indulge in superfluous finery, gew
. gaw tinsel, the social glass, the ·ball-room, 

the filthy weed, . frequent places of popular 
amusement, and raise money for church pur
poses by questionable methods, should he go 
through some of our churches of to-day. 

· Dr. Howard Crosby thus refers 'to · eccle~ . 
. siastical amusements: "There is nothing so 

degrading to the church and so destructive · 
to its godliness as this attempt to vie with · 
the world in popular amusements. . Infinitely 
better. is it to worship in a barn than_ in . an 
edifice erected through picnics, fairs, · the: 
atrical shows, and musical entertainmen~s. A · 
small pure. church is better than a Iarg~ 
smirched o.ne." . . . .. · . . 

Randall in his last day~· "when' able to read . . . . . 
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took great pains to search the Scriptures, 
both the Old and New Testaments, and 
minuted all the principal passages generally 
adduced by the disputants of the various 
sects in support of their favorite doctrines; 
and set them down in such order as to satisfy 
himself of what was the aggregate meaning 
of the whole, when impartially compared to
gether. This he did several times over, that 
he might be correct in his theological calcu
lations. . . . The result of his deliberations 
was that no doctrine would do either to live 
by or die by that would give allowance to 
sin, and thcrt the only safe doctrine to believe 
and preach is that which inculcates repent
ance toward God, true faith in Christ, and 
leads to holiness of heart and life." He 
denounced all doctrines that promised eter
nal life to such as lived in harmony with their 
natural inclination, or indulged in sin. 

In the thought of Randall "holiness of 
heart and life" is obtainable in this life and 
is the only safe doctrine to believe and teach. 
We infer that he did not believe that the 
believer obtained holiness of heart and life 
at regeneration, but that it was an after con~ 
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sideration, and in the light of his own expe
rience secured by faith and not by growth. 
It cannot be a question of g rowth any more 
than regeneration is a question of growth, as 
that implies time. Whatever God does in 
us touching salvation, he does on the condi~ 
tion of faith which operates instantaneously. 
If faith does not lead the believer sufficiently 
clear and definite to holiness of heart so that 
he knows when he experiences it, how do 
we know that such a blessing is obtainable 
and for this life? And if this grace is ob
tainable and a matter of consciousness, why 
should not the soul thus blessed bear testi
mony to the fact since it honors the blood of 
Christ that cleanses from all sin? (I John 
I : 7.) The evidences of entire sanctification 
are just as unmistakable and undeniable as 
those of justification, and when humbly con
f~ssed encourage those in need of like pre
Cious grace to seek the same blessing. 
. Nothing will awaken such wide-spread 
mterest in the services of a church as a con
tinual Pentecost; nowhere is this more appar
ent than in the early days of Free Baptists. 
An eye-witness gives us an account of the won-
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derful manner in which God led them so 
long as they walked softly in his presence. 
"I have known persons of respectability to 
travel nearly twenty miles to attend a monthly 
meeting, and have seen as many as a hun
dred spectators at a church conference when 

' 
the church consisted of only ten members. 
At quarterly meetings I have seen thousands 
flocking from different parts to hear the 
Word; and when we have been under the 
necessity of repairing to g roves for the want 
of room, I have frequently seen them even 
climb the trees, like Zaccheus, to see and 
hear, and as I may say, hazard their lives 
for the sake of information, yet I never knew 
any person to receive any harm on these 
occasions. But many who have attended 
these meetings, and have come to them in 
a state of nature, have returned new creatures, 
praising God for redeeming love and saving 
grace. Hundreds of souls that now belong 
to this and other denominations have dated 
their experience to our monthly, quarterly, 
and yearly meetings." 

Here is a description of a yearly meeting 
held in New Durham, June 9, I 797, where 
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Randall resided. He had prepared the 
church, spiritually, for such a gathering, and 
wonderful were the results. "The yearly 
meeting continued four days; and from the 
commencement to the close, was one of the 
most extraordinary scenes I ever witnessed," 
says the historian, "or perhaps that was 
ever witnessed in New England. About one 
thousand persons were present when the 
meeting began; and a large number of min
isters from all parts of the connection were 
also present. About as soon as the people 
were seated, there appeared a more than 
common degree of solemnity resting on 
the assembly, and the power of God ~eemed 
to fall upon them, in some measure, as it did 
on the disciples on the Day of Pentecost. The 
whole assembly appeared to be shocked; 
and it was difficult to tell who first felt the 
shock. The first person that I heard sp.eak 
was a young man, who arose, and in a most 
feeling manner confessed his disobedience 
to God, to his parents, and to those who had 
been his instructors, and asked the forgive
ness of all present who knew him. He then 
stated that God had forgiven his sins, changed 
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his heart, brought him· up out of .an horrible 
pit and miry clay, set his feet on the Rock of 
Ages, established · his goings, and put a new 

' song in his _mouth, even praise to God. He 
..... then, in a most po\verful manner, exhorted. 
all, both old and young, male and ferriale, to 

''Come, taste, a·nd see that the Lord is good.' 
\Vhile he \~as thus speaking, a large number 
of youth, in different' parts of the assembly, . . . 
began to weep; and a number. fell on their 

· knees, and began to cry vocally for mercy; 
and the cries so increased that in a few min-. 
utes it was difficult to distinguish one voice 

. from another, .unless any one spoke very 
.loud. . Several of the young ·preachers left 
their seats, and dispersed through the assem- . 
bly, and conversed with and prayed for those 
in distress. Thus the exercises continued 

. through the day,· and a number were hope
fully converted. The work \vas so ' extraor
dinary that it proved a trial to many of the 
ministers present. Some of the subjects of 

. . 
the work would cry aloud for mercy, and 
then would fall and lay motionless for a con
siderable time - some for a longer and so~e 
for a shorter time ____:perhaps some for an 

·. / 

.. 

. . 

.,.. ·~ l 

.. .. 
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hour, like one in a fainting fit, and then 
would suddenly come . t~ . themselves, ·~nd 
break out in acclamations of praiseto God, 
and \Vould speak with the tongues _of the 
learned ; while others would burst into lib
erty without passing through those exercises.·. · 
Randall was ·one of . those who was tried 
with the work, a~d from . his own feeli~gs, 
aided · by the ·entreaties of others who were . 
in the same· trial, he . \vent- in among them. . . 
w'ho were thus exercised, and d~sired thein 

. ' . . 

to desist. ·Accordingly, there was some ces- . 
sation for a short season. But Randall was 
soon ·convinced that he h~d done wrong, and 
arose and confessed his fault in the. presence . 

· of the whole congregation, and said he had 
. been like old Uzziah who attempted to steady 
the Ark and. was struck dead. He asked th~ . 
forgiveness of all present, and asked the 
prayers of all the saints, and then went into 
the work himself. The others who had been 

-
tried, seeing and hearing Randall, began also 
to be convinced that the work was of God, 
and fell in with the same, when it · became 

. ' 
more general. The second day, about two 
thousand · persons attended, and · the ex-
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REMARKABLE EXPERIENCE OF 

ercises continued in about the same manner 
I 

the jnterest still increasing. The thi rd day it 
was thought that about three thousand at
tended, and the assembly being large it was 
thought best to repair to a field, where a heart
searching sermon was preached by Isaac 
Townsend. In the meantime, meetings· of 
worship were holden in different parts of the 
town, and new cases of conviction and con
version were almost continually taking placen 
The fourth day, by previous appointment, they 
ass em bled at the water and Randall baptized 
a number. Here the Lord manifested his 
power in a marvelous manner among the 
spectators. The work continued on the 
ground nearly all day. Many stout-hearted 
sinners were cut down and cried aloud to God 
for mercy; while others were praising God 
for redeeming love, so that it was sometimes 
difficult to distinguish the noise of them that 
wept from the noise of them that rejoiced. 
Language, however, fails to describe the 
scene." 

\Vhat was the secret of Randall's continu
ous fervor of soul and marvelous success in 
winning men to Christ? Bring a piece of 

ELDER BE~JAMIN RA~ruALL. 59 

steel into contact with a magnet, and it in 
turn becomes a magnet; but to retain this 
mysterious property it must come in contact 
with the magnet frequently. So the man of 
God not only needs to be magnetized by com
ing into close sympathy with God that he may 
draw men from sin to righteousness, but also 
to retain this power he must be much alone 
with God. James Caughy was asked the 
secret of his success. He answered: "Knee 

·work, brother, knee work." "I ought," says 
McCheyne, "to spend the best hours of the 
day in communion with God; it is my 
noblest and most fruitful employment, and 
ought not to be thrust into a corner, or else 
God will soon thrust ou r usefulness into a 
corner." Baxter stained his study walls with 
the breath of prayer, and John vV elsh would 
sometimes spend seven or eight hours a day 
in his closet. John Livingstone says: "I 
found that much studying did not so much 
help me in preaching, as the getting my 
heart brought to a spiritual disposition." 
This peculiar power is not pathos, nor energy, 
but what our fathers used to call unction, a 
tender, sweet, persuasive violence that pierces 
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60 REMARKABLE EXPERIENCE OF 

the hearts and . consciences ·of me~, · and in- · 
duces them to cry out,H l\1en and brethren, 
\\·hat must w~ do to be saved?, Randall 
used to spend hours in communion with God, ' 
and from these seasons of intercourse · with 
the Hig.h and Lofty One would come with 

· face radiant with glory and · like a giant 
refreshed with new wine. To be us~ful we , 
must prove ourselves true sons of the closet· . ' 
not only mighty in the Scriptures, but also · 
mighty in supplication: this is the .secret of · . . . . . ' 

power m · wmnmg souls. If we would see 
the best . results we must come from 'the 
closet to our studies, pastoral visitations, and 
pulpits: then, and . only then, will God O\~n 
and bless our labors. 
~et us notice two others who with. Randall 

constitute an illustrious trinity in the· for;na
tion of the Free Baptist d.enomination. 1\Ic
C~in~ock and Strong, in their "Cyclopcedia of 
B1bltcal, The?logicaJ, and Ecclesiastical Lit
eratur~,'' speak of John Colby as "the most 

· · succes~ful. ~inister of this [Fre~ Baptist] 
denommatxon." It is s~id of him that "the 
·light which was in this excellent man was 
seldom, if ever, eclipsed by indulg ing .im-

.. 

I 

ELDER BENJAMIN RANDALL. 6 I 

• 
. proper passions., OJ\ tempers of mind, or any . 
of those vices which usually attend them. 
He appeared. to have ~ommand of himself, 
or rather grace reigned in his heart, whereby . 
he was enabled to bring under his b ody and-· 
keep it in subjection." . "He was always sen~ 
sible that holiness becomes the house of God 
forever, and that ministers especially should 
be holy in heart and life. He delighted in 

· holy persons, holy conversation, and hol! · 
things, and it appears his motto was, 'Hoh-: 
ness to the Lord.'~, . "To bring the sim~er 
to a consideration of his ways, to comfort the 
mouruer,· to instruct the saint and to build 

· hi~ ·up in the most holy faith, was his en~ . 
deavor and delight." "And no doubt that 
thousands will have reason to rejoice in eter.:. 

. nity that .they ever · saw and heard him." 
"His presence, without the utte:ance . of a 
sentence, it is said, convicted _ the 1mpemtent, 
and wrought all but miraculous· results upon 
the sick." What was the cause of this suc-

cess and power? . 
· · Dr. I. D; Stewart, in his history of Free 
Raptis~, in a few words tells · us b ow it .ca~e 
to pas~ : . "In Pennsylvania · he had a dts~ 
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• 

·. covery . o~ hi_s partia~ unfitness· for heaven, 
and, makmg a full consecration of himself to 
Christ, he earnestly besought. the Lord to 

.. s~ncti:y him whoiiy. The victory was won, 
. his. faith was strong, and his joy was full." 

.Thzs took place a few m.onths after he entered 
the ministry, a~d . the text he prayed on was 

z. Th~ss .. 5 : 2 3 : "And the very God of peace 
sanctify you wholly . . and I -~t.. ,. d 
. · • . . . . , .r' ay vo your 
whole sptnt and soul and body be preserved 
blameless un~o the coming of our Lord Jesus 
~h~ist.'! . And yet such of.us as have made a 
szmllar discovery and have sought and found 

.· the same great h1es~ing are sometimes told 
that w~ are I.eaving the . Free Baptist faith, 
~vhen, .m .reaizty, we are _only experiencing 
the Free Baptist fait~ as wrought out . by the 
Fathers, and find it glorious to be made e 

h . : very 
w It whole. Hallelujah to the Lord! l\Iuch 
that passes _for sanctification i~, doubtless 
some of the traditions from which God saved 
Rand~II, and branded, by 1\fark~, . as . the 

. teachmgs of Satan. · 

Pres. C. G. Finney, of Oberlin 
very ·~ptly s~id : . u There Co liege, 

are two distinct 
entertained among pro- -

views of salvation 

• 

' . 

• ' 

ELDER BENJAMIN RANDALL. 

- -
fessed Christians, and correspondingly two 
distinct classes of professors,-often em
braced within the. same church. The one 
class regard the Gospel as a salvation from 
sin. They think more of this and value it 

. . 

· more than the hope of heaven, or of. earth 
. either. The great thing with them is to 

realize the idea of deliverance .from sin.. This 
constitutes the charm and glory of the Gos
pel. They seek this more than to be saved 
from hell. They care- more, by far, to _be· · 
saved from sin · itself than from its penal con-

. sequences. Of the latter, _they think and 
pray but little. It is their glory: and their 
joy that Christ is sent to deliver them from 
their bondage in iniquity- to ·lift them ·up 
from their wretched· state and give them 
the liberty of love. This they labor to real
ize ; this is to them the good news of Gospel 
salvation. 
· u The other class . are mostly anxious to be 
saved from hell. The punishment due for 
sin is the thing they chiefly fear. In. fact, 
fear has been mainly the ' spring of their reli.:. 
gious ~fforts. The Gospel is not thought of 
as a means of deliyerance fr9m sin, but as a 
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REMARKABLE EXPERIENCE OF 
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' 
great system of iJZdulgences-a vast accom-

. modation to take off the fear ·and danger of· 
damnation, while . yet it leaves them in their 
_sins. Now, here I · do ~ot by ~ny means 
imply that they ·~vill call their syste·m of Gos- . 
pel · ~aith a sc~eme of indulge~ces : the 
name, doubtless, will be an offense to them . 
They maynot.have distinctly consider~d this 
point, and may have failed to notice that in 
fact, it is such, ·and nothing better. · ' . 

· " They seem not to notice that a sch~me 
of salvation that removes the fea~ .of damna
tion for sin, and which yet leaves the~ in 
their sins,< to live for the~selves, to please 
themselves, and which holds that Christ will . , 
at l~st, bring them to heaven notwithstanding 
the~r having lived in sin all their days, ~ust 
~e a va~t scheme of i1tdu.lgences. Indeed, it 
~ ~ a compromise on a most magnificent scale·. 
By_ virtue of it, the whole church is expected 
to wallow on in sin through life, and be no~e . 
the less sure of heaven at last. · . · . 
. "These opposite views. are ·so ·prevalent 
and so palpable that you will see them every
where as you go · r~und among the churches . . 
You will find ~any in the .church who are 

' . . 

'. 

ELDER BENJAMIN RANDALL. 6s -. 

altogether worldly and ~elfish, wh~ live con-' 
formed to the world in· various neglects of 
duty, and who expe~t to indulge themscl~es . 
in sin more or less all the way through hfe. 
You may a~k . them, Do you· think that is 
right? They answer, No. \Vhy,_ then, do 

ou do it? Oh, we're all imperfect, and we 
~an't ·expect to be any~ better than imperfect 
while here in the flesh. Yet they expect t? · 
be saved at last from hell, and to . have all . 
their sins forgiven; but ·how? ·Not ~~: co~- · · 
clition of sincerely turnirig away from all thetr 

. sins b~t on the a~sumption that the Gospel ' . . 
is a vast system of indulgences-more vast 

; 

by far than Pope Leo ·x .. ever wicl~e~ an.d 
worked to comfort sinnin~ . professors m h~s 
day. For here are not merely those that_ sm 
occasi01rally as t/ze7t, .but those who live _in 
sin and .know they do, and expect _they sh~ll 
as lo.ng as _they live, yet expect to be ~aved 
without fail at last. . . 

"The other class of professed Christians 
. have no expectations ·of being ·saved only as 
they have a ·pure heart and live above t~e 
world. - Talk to them about living in sm, 
they hate and dread the very ~bought. To 
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them the · . . · 
ter poJs_on of asps is . ; 
dr to. their souls. . The m lt. . _Sin is bit· 

cad death itself . . y d~ead . 'lt as th "N . . ey 
· . o one can . · · · 

or an h · go round withi h · · 
. y _ot cr without find" n t IS . church 

as distmct in .th . . mg these two cia eJr app h . sses 
pel as I ·ha d . re cnswn of th G ve escnbed th e os-
one class are I. em to be Th . n a()'on ·r . . e 
selves even sl' . o y I they find th 
cauti tppmg, and the em
t ous againSt expoS yare specially 

. emptation. . mg themselves to 
"Th . c unbelief of th h . . . 

they m e c urch · ay receive fi . . .as . to what 
stumbling-block . rom Chnst is the 

. othe ti ' hmdering th great 
rs rom expert·e . emselves ·and 

o I · · ncmg d 1· n y Is this a . e tverance N. 
f . great curse t . ... ot 

. rans, but it is al o professed Chri . 
. Christ, and a . so_ a great grief to ] s~ 

sore tr1al esus 
14 .1\f • ' · any seem t . ' 

heart ·. o have h d s agamst all ar ened th . · expect f . e1r 
. ance from sin .' Th a JOn of this deli t · · ey h h ver-

nne preach d ave eard th . , e , they h · e doc-
to be in th. . ave seen so . 
th . Is state of sal vat. me profess 

-ey have also s ton from sin b . 
a ain . een some of . . . , ut 
g , and . now tJ . thts class {; 11 

whole doctrine . Bley -~eitbcrately reJ· cct tha 
· ut IS this . e . conststent with 

• 

•. 

,· 
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really embracing the Gosp~l? What is Christ 
to the believer? What was his errand . into . 

. . 
the world? . vVhat is be doing, and what is 

he trying to do? . . 
~ 4& H e bas come to break the power of sin . 
in the heart, and to b e the life of the believer, · 
W?rking in him a perpetual salvation· from 

sin,·: aiming to bring him thus, and thus, t~ 
heaven at last. \Vhat is faith r What but 
the actual giving of yo~rself up. to Christ · 
that he may· do this work for you and in 
you? What are you to . believe of Christ if 
not this, that he is to save his people frbm 
their sins? Can · you t_ell of anything else? 
Docs the Bible tell you to expect something 
different · and less than this? The fact is, 

. . . 
that it has been the great stumbling-block to 
the church that this thin g bas not been well. 
~n~erstood. . The com~on experience of .. . 
nominal Christians has misrepresented apd 
belied the truth. The masses, forming their 
views much more from this experience than 
from the Bible, or at bes·t applying this ex~ 

. perience to interpret the Bible, have adopted 
exceedingly defective , n~t to say false, opin~ 
ions . as to the nature and designs of the Gos-
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pel. The p y seem to [; 
aui, writing to Ch . . orget altogether th 

• them that if nstians at Ron at 
not h they are uncle le, assures 

t( ~hve dominion over ther grace, sin shall 
en Chr" . m. 

in fi lSttans do not 
g rom Christ th . expect this ble 

they ' ey Will n t ss-
expect so little a 

0 
get it. While 

wonder the s they usualJ 
th · r . y get so littl Y do, no 

etr .tarth d e. Ac · . ' an not e cordmg to 
rt, need they ver very much b 

"Th expect to recei eyond 
ey do ve. 

the not see the wh 
y were to see the w ole truth. If 

:~en reject it, I believe ~~le truth, and should 
e unpardonable . would be in tl 

God d" sm Wh lem Iscloses t . . en the S .. 
the G 0 them the p1nt of 
h ospel, then, if the d . real meaning of 

ow can the . y eltberatel . t sm be less th y reject it 
ures repr an what th , H . esent as the e Scrip-
avmg once bee . unpardonable . 

received the kno n_ enlightened, and h s~n? 
might b wiedge of th avmg 

e saved th e truth that th 
thenceforth . , ~n turning back . . ey 
renewed ~~posstble that th ' IS It not 

agam to ey should b 
at least, must b . repentance? 0 . e 
man of e satd,- there . ne thmg, 
s y the professed Ch . . ls a peril which 
eem not to re I" nstians of a IZe, in havin our day 

g so much light 

ELDER BENJAMIN RANDALL. 69 

before the mind as they actually have in re
gard to the provisions made in the Gospel 
for pyesent sanctification, and then in rejecting 
this light practically and living still in sin, as 
if the Gospel made no provision to save the 
Christian from his sins. Into this awful peril 
how many rush blindly and to their own de-

struction." 
The third great light in our history is 

David Marks. During his ministry of twen
ty-five years the denomination grew from a 
membership of ten thousand to sixty thou
sand, and T!te JIIorning Star and Book Concern 
were brought into being, and, although 
others wrought well in his day, yet this 
.. rapid growth and very universal degree of 
prosperity" are attributable more to his in
defatigable labors than that of any other. 
He crowded into the days ofhis ministry the 
work of a century. He literally wore him
self out 1?rematurely, such was the extensive 
activity of his soul. President Finney, in a 
funeral address at the burial of Marks, said: 
" It was in his heart to do all known duty. 
The spirit was willing,- the flesh weak. 
The fact was, his whole system was upon the 
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utmost ten . . . . 
ston Th -

glowing th · e ardor of h. · 
·thing ab rou_gh his kindling e IS Spirit, 

. . out htm spok . }:'e, and every-
earnest H" e a soul in . IS soul . d .. most .solemn 
great and , . ' In eed w . 
body too mighty for h. as grown too . 

. I admired and Is. poor, broken 
vout zeal for G re~ered his . 
ever . h od. and souls . mo~t de-

, ave I been bl . ' and seldom 'f 
ance of· . essed with th ' 1 
at all t' o~e. whose presenc e acquaint-

tmes s fj . e and sp· · 
Broth . o re reshing t Int were 

... m er 1\-Iarks'_, and et 0 mr soul as were 
y comparati . y so loud a ~eb k 

. during much o;e want . of self-den in u c to 
. mind; since I h my ministerial life. y g ze~l 
a ave kno h" · · · Hts 

p owerful ste , . wn Im, has b . -v am engme . een ltke 
_esseJ, crowded with !n a frail and .broke 

tzve speed th ternbie and s if. n 
H rough an ocean f e -destruc-

e was a man of o stormy wave , 
naturally, but th great force of ch. s. 
well-ni h at does not . - aracter 

. g superhum account for h. 
of men \V . an efforts for th . ts 
As . e must look d e salvation 

we look over his d. . eep er than tha 
Feb. 20; I 828, when Jary, we find r~corde t. 
of age and . . only twenty-th d, 
ministr ezght years aft ree years 

y, the . followi er enterin ~ th 
.· CC?nsecration: ng memorandum o~ hi: 

. ' 

' 

• 

• 
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" On the way to l\iiddlesex my mind was . 
impressed with the necessity of salvation 
from . all sin. The com.mandment . of the 
Lord Jesus ('Matt. 5 :_ 48), ' B e ye tlurejore p er
f ect, even as your Father wltich is ·in lteaven 
is perfect,' _came with power into my soul. 
And remem):>ering the declaration. of the 
apostle (I Jo\ln 5 : 3), 'His co1nmandmcnts 
are not g rievozi.s,' my unbelief fled away, and 
faith said, 'God's ways are equal, and his re
quirements just.' ' 1¥hosoever, tlteref ore, sltall 
break one of tltese least con~matzdments, and 
shall tcaclt meiz so, lte sltall be called tlte least 
in the kin.g dom of lteavcn' (Matt. 5 : 19). · . 
Then the following queries arose: If he 
sh all be !Cast, who practices and . teaches 
contrary to the least of Christ's command
men-ts, what will be the fate of him who not 
only violates but . teaches contrary to the 
g reatest commandments? And \vhat com
mandment is greater than this, to be perfect 
even as ozir . Fatltcr iTZ heavell is perfect.' 

. -
H ow, then, dare I, a vessel of the Lord's . . 
sanctuary, that ought to· be holy in body 
and in spirit, live in sin,-and, like Satan, 

· bring Scripture· to · justify my . ·iniquity, or 
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. screen my ·guilty · conscience? . When I 
preach to sinners that they should 'repent,' 
do !her not quote the ·words of Christ to 
justify · tlieinselves, • WithoUt Me, ye can 

do nothing'? . And were I to present to 
Christians that they should be 'perfect,' 
would they not say, 'There is. not a just 
man up?n earth that doeth good and ~ in.neth 
not'? After rell<icting on the .lbove queries, 
the conviction settled into my soul, ·as if . 
from heaven, . that these . Scripture~ are as 

-Unjustly misapplied as that qUoted by the 
tempter (Matt. 4: 6), 'Cast thyself down: 
for it is written; · He shall give his angels 
charge concerning _thee,' etc . . · Now it is 
Certain that Satan did act himself in reciting . 
this text, that he seem e.! to have holy Scnpc 
ture directly tO the pozizt that he wished to gain. 
So, alas! it ·is a fact, and my bl~od chills at 
the reflection that sinners, and eVen saints 

. . . ' often quote Scripture as Satan did, and make 
an application equally erroneous, to justify 
their living in sin. 'And thou, my soul, be 
humbled e><ceedingly before God; . fOr, alas! 

··thou a/so, since Heaven forgave thee ·all,- hast 
recited and applied SCripture _to justify thY- · 

• 
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ho are redeemed from 
self, as though thos~ \: . sin I . Hast thou 

· t help hvmg m · ffi 
sin could ~o . h of Christ was not su -

. found that the de~t h'ld en to become like -
bl hts c t r . 

cient to ena e . . d. cd . t'tt whom ts 
. I -,A ' Isradzte, '" c ' . . I I 

Nathame! ' h based exceedmg y. 
. , f Oh bet ou a - d l"k no gutle . ' . .h Word of Go 1 e 

h t Pplted t e · 
for thou as a . lf without entire 

. ontcnt thyse h 
unto Satan, to c . was thy thoug t, 

. . How vam . . -victory over sm. f · _should · m 
ff: · rF _ 0 sm . · that death-o spnnh · 1 If the blood 

. h for heaven . . 
any way save t ee ~ ower to perfect 

h t cleansmg P r 
. of Jesus as no h 11 death fit thee JOr . 

' I ry how s a . I 
thee JOr go , , . From these reflechons 
the better world? · G d and turning · . · h' before 0 ' 
sank into not mg 1 y face and called 

. ood I fel on m I 
- aside mto a w ' bl . ed be his name, 

•Lo d and ess 1' 
on the r ' . . ' th .to strive to tVe 

· d · bts streng · h - felt resolve ln . h Lamo whtt er-
. . d ' follow t e 

without sm, an 1 number assem-
th' A arge I 

soever he goe . . t in 1\Iiddlesex. 
pomtmen . · .1: 

bled at my ap 6 • A ye have thereJ ore 
spoke from Col. 2: 't,r. Lso.;d. so walk ye if_t 

· ., · t ~esus lte '' ' · 
received Cans J, e the necessity : 

, I deavorcd to urg . " 
lziin. en . . and to the praise OJ 
of Christian perfection.' "' .· .· 

. had a good time. . God, we . . 
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. ,., 

. No minister, unless he is in the experience 
of perfect Jove; can have a good ~ime preach
ing ~nd ·enjoining Christian perfection . . 

Christian perfection is to love God with all 
. ' 

the heart; and .our neighbor as .ourse.lves. 
The love a husband cherishes for his wife, 

.. the wife for her husband, a. mother for her 
child, a patriot for his country, is, or ought to 
be, perfect love. Nothing short of perfect love 
·can fill these obi!gations. ' Consequently it is . ' -

. pledged at the altar, smiles over the cradle, . 
and flash es in the sword. What we demand . . 

of each other in social and civil relations, . . . ' 

· · God demands of us in· regard to himself. 
The command then to. be "perfcc't even as 

·your Father which is in heaven is perfect," is 
not grievous and impossible, but . based on 
natural law. So far as the impenitent are 
concerned they live in perfect _love \vith ·the 
sinful pleasures and pursuits of the world, 

·and for years never once bre~k faith with 
their father the devil. · Truly, God with infin
ite resources at command can adjust the at-

. tributes of the heart·· so that a man · can ~s 
·easily be 1oya_l to Him as he had be~n to 
Satan. Impossible? . \Vhy? · Cannot any . 

• 

• 
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- 1 Spirit follow Christ 
. filled with the Hoy - eek month, and man - day w , 
. plicitly for an hour, .;h God three hun- - . 
tm . ~ h walked WI that he 
year? . Enoc. . d had .this testimony , hi~ 
dred years, an d ' not for God took ld . 

d God, an was . If he cou 
please . 22 . He b. II : 5). . .. the dim light 
(Gen. 5\k o; agree, with God tn st assuredly 
thus wa , h l age mo . 

ly Patriarc a ' f the Gos-of the ear . d splendor o . 
; n the mtd- ay one inquires, we can 1 • But still some . n 

d. nsatwn. . -. - uld I retat 
pel tspe this blessmg, co ~ f the 
I f I could secure - in the shafts o 

. •t ? Down s a 
· uld I hve 1 

• there grow · 
tt, co . . Pennsylvama . . nnate 
coal mmes m . ossessmg an 1 

oeautiful whit~ . pla~ t~e coal du~t th~t m~y ·. 
ower of throwmg .o. d of preservmg tts 

. p hance to fall upon tt,Gan el ~f Christ pos- -
c · The osp ·ncor-tless punty. . . and when t 
spo 1 power,. h w 

s supernatut:a bles him tot ro 
sesse . a man's soul ena to keep 
porated mto of the enemy and re-
ff the fiery darts the world- p 

o lf unspotted from - til the coming 
. himse . state of holiness un - will do as 
served m a .. 1 God can and . f 1 

. f Christ. Sure y . .. in this dark, ~m. u 
:uch for us while hv•n~or that little . white 

. world as he h~s d~:e dust and grime of t~e 
, - d n amtd · t plant ow . 
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/ 

coal mine. God's plan for ."every man is 
. ·that h~ should liy~ .free from sin. "l\1y lit

tle chll~ren, these things write I unto you 
:,hat ye may. · not sin " (I John 2: 1) . 

\Vhosoever ts begotten of God doeth no 
sin: because his seed abideth.in him, and he 
cannot sin because he ~s begotten of God n 

(I John · 3 ·: 9). Habitual sinning is not the · 
normal state of the Christian, but if he should 
occasionally stumble. or fall, he has "an .Ad
voca:~ with the Father·,_ Jesus ~hrist the right
eous (I John 2 : 1). And a1thou·gh forced 
to make a new beginning and p~ay ·as did the 
pu~l~can, " God be merciful to me a sinner," 
yet by imn:tediate repentan~e he can be fully 
restored to the love of God. · " And ye . 
shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall · 

·search for me with ·all your heart " · (J . e~ 

29: 13): s.inning and repenting daily, . ~s 
some clatm, ts not · possible and retain the 
fellowship and communion of the Holy Spirit, 
and such as profess to .live thus are not re
pe~ting at all, but living a life of sin; . An.d 
a sinner in the church is as bad as a .sinner 
out of the church, if not worse, and just as 
much unsaved. Repentance. is ~o;e than a : 

• 
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-twinge of conscience, or a . blush . of shame, 
and a weak resolut~on to " try and do better 
next time,, only to be _followed by the same . 
old fa.ilures. Repentance is tremendously . 
r~dical and is attended by a thorough change 
of life. It roeans a turning from . al~ knO\~n . 
sin, and a p~rpose to totally abandon_ all ·_ ~m 
c · · The difficulty is, those who clatm 10rever. - . · 
to be sinni~g . and repenting daily do not 
know how hateful and ruinous sin is, nor 
what - constitutes true repen~nce, nor how 
much is involved in a life_ that pleases God ; . 
and yet how easily such a, life ca~ be ~ive~. 

. simply by allying our weakness v::1th . hts a.l
.mightiness an'd by le~ting . him keep us "tn 

perfect peace tJ ( Isa. 26 : 3. • . 
God met 1\Iarks . as he journeyed in the 

way, as He did one o( old, and had; a. co~- . 
. tro~ersy with him, and he was not dtsobedl
e~t to the heavenly vis.ion, but at once pre
sented himself a willing sacrifice at th~ foot _, 
of the .cross, ~nd was saved from· all sin, and 

sanctified 'wholly~ . . 
But somebody may raise the inqmry., D1d ·. 

he not, as he was young· in years,· ~od.ify. or 
. change . his position . with . the matunty of . 
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years? To the contrary, his convictions 
deepened and broadened as the years passed 
by, as you will see by the following holy and 
blessed testimony which he gave a few weeks 
before his death : 

" Oh, how sweet it is to feel the divine wit
ness within my soul that God dwells within 
me, and to feel that there is not a dimming 
veil between me and heaven. As I approach 
the dark valley my hope grows sweeter and 
sweeter, my confidence still more firm, and 
there is a divine reality that is the farthest 
possible removed from the effect of imagina
tion, excitement, or fanaticism." "My soul 
exults in God, and seems ready to leap up 
and soar away as soon as it shall be releas~d 
from this frail clay." 

To a young minister he said: ((Be strong. 
Let sanctification be your motto . ... I 
look back upon my life and have a sweet 
consciousness that I have not lived to please 
myself, but have, through grace, been able 
to bear a pointed testimony for God, and 
that, regardless of the frowns or praises of 
even my friends, I have done what I believed 
my Lord called me to do." Soon after, he 

• 
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said to Professor Finney, " Oh, if I had health 
how I would delight to run through the 
churches and again hold up the doctrine of 
holiness of heart, of entire consecration to 
God." 

To the December term of the Lorain 
Quarterly Meeting, in a letter, he said to his 
ministering brethren: '' Oh, seck for holine~s 
of heart, entire consecration to God, for sym
pathy with Christ. This is a dark world, full 
of selfishness and sin. God has need of you, 
my brethren, to aid in the work o f saving 
souls. . . . But, brethren, you cannot 
labor successfully for God unless your hearts 
are right, unless you are filled with the Spir
it. Oh, will you seek for a revival of God's 
work throughout your borders, first, by 
searching your own hearts faithfully, and get
ting them filled with the love of God, and 
then laboring with mighty prayer, and with 
earnest, faithful warnings of those around 
you who are away from God?" 

The Free Baptist denomination originated 
in the white heats of revivalism. Randall was 
fathered in spirit by the greatest revivalist 
that had walked the earth since the days of 
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the Apostle Paul, and without revival power 
we are like Samson shorn of his locks. 

Then, again, while reviewing the history of 
the Free Baptists, he states clearly and forci
bly that, unless immersion as a mode of bap
tism means "the holy and blessed doctrine 
of death to all selfishness and life to all 
righteousness . . . entire sanctification and 
salvation from all sin ... it is of little use., 

Out of his experience of holiness is evolved 
his ideas of holy living, which arc the same 
as Randall's, only more elaborate. "Every 
man, woman, and child that indulges hope of 
heaven is under the most solemn obligation 
to make the removal of every curse that sin 
has entailed in the world, and the extension of 
universal righteousness the main, yes, the 
whole business of their lives. Every Chris
tian should form the habit of having no work, 
wish, or will except for God. Habits as to 
food, drink, dress, and amusements should 
be formed only with express reference to 
glorifying God. 

"The education of children, the purchase 
of furniture, the size and expense of build
ings, the arrangement of grounds and yards, 

• 
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the size of farms, all the investments of prop
erty, should be made without any reference 
to one's individual choice, taste, or inclina
tions, except so far as the judgment directs 
that the will of God requires conformity to 
this. In other words, the Christian has no 
right to live to himself. 

"The one and soul-absorbing object of his 
whole life should be to know in what man
ner he can best glorify God, by removing the 
greatest amount of evil from the earth and 
introducing the greatest possible amount of 
righteousness in its place., If these princi
ples of holy living were generally or univers
ally practiced by all Christians, there would 
be no want of willing workers, and every 
church treasury would be overflowing. Holi
ness to the Lord, inwrought in the heart 
of every believer, will bring it to pass; noth
ing else will. This standard is far above 
that of the average church member, and 
nothing but the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
will enable 'il man to live there. 

Marks demonstrated that the Book is to be 
eaten and its contents digested and assimi
lated so that its teachings will become blood 

• 
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and fiber, bone and muscle, then can the 
word of God be lived. A Brahmin wrote to 
a mtsswnary : "We are finding you out. 
You arc not as good as your Book. If your 
people were only as good as your Book, you 
would conquer India for Christ in five years." 
Even the heathen who chance to look into 
the Bible recognize the convicting, regener
ating, and sanctifying power of the Gospel, 
and if only properly illustrated in the lives of 
its professed friends, the idolatry and super
stitions of India would immediately vanish 
before it. There is nothing so terrible 
against the forces of darkness as a Christian 
wholly consecrated to God. 

Says Christlieb: "The strongest argu
ment for the truth of Christianity is the 
Christian, the man filled with the Spirit of 
Christ." David Hume, an infidel who did 
more than any other skeptic in his day to 
throw discredit upon the Bible, said of an 
earnest Christian: "There is an argument 
for Christianity which I cannot answer. I 
have, as I think, fairly met and ans~ered every 
other argument; but that young man's con
sistent life is something which I do not pre-

ELDER BENJAMIN RANDALL. 

tend to answer." The most extensive factory 
for turning out infidels is a Christless Chris-

tian. 
I n his farewell address to his brethren, 

Marks sounds a word of warning which I 

fear was not generally heeded : 
"Another distinctive sentiment of Free 

Baptists, contended earnestly for by our 
fathers, is that all religion without the bap
tism of the Spirit, the holy anointing, is vain. 
From this sentiment I feel there has been a 
practical and horrible backsliding. As a 
tree soon becomes old and dies, there seems 
to be a fearful propensity in all organizations 
to lose the innocence and purity of their in
fancy. 0 my brethren, I beseech you, care
fully and prayerfully, to avoid the spirit of 

backsliding in this respect." 
Should he arise from the dead and walk 

round and about our Zion, would he not 
have occasion to upbraid some of us in a sim
ilar manner? The great want of the church 
is not organization, talent, culture, social 
position, wealth, loyalty, nor adequate ~in
isterial support, but a want of the old-tLme 
baptism of the Holy Spirit. When the expe-
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rience is dropped out of a doctrine, soon the 
doctrine itself will become a dead letter. 
How long would regeneration be effectual in 
converting sinners if it were preached as 
vaguely and indefinitely as sanctification is 
preached from many pulpits? The church 
would soon be filled with an unconverted 
membership and the dark days of the Middle 
Ages would again settle down upon the 
world. This doctrine ought to be plainly 
and definitely preached, and positively and 
loving ly urged upon the attention of the 
church, not only as a glorious privilege, but 
as a duty as binding as any command in the 
decalog ue (I Peter I 5 : I 6). 

God has given us great light; shall we 
shut our eyes to it? He has opened before 
us grand possibilities; shall we arise and 
possess them? The world is threatened as 
never before with liberalism, secularism, so
cialism, nihilism, infidelity, and all the various 
shades of unbelief, perverseness, and incon
sistency; and God in his pro~idence has 
placed us among his conquering battalions of 
light to save humanity from these dark and 
threatening evils. Neither science, political 

. 
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parties, education, nor social theones can 
reach the necessities of the case; no power 
can lift this old suffering world to God but 
the power of the uplifted Christ. The bugle 
note to advance is being heard all along the 
line, and may we respond with the zeal and 
energy worthy of the holy cause committed 
to us. 

Granted that something more than increase 
of numbers is essential to denominational 
strength, as no church can be strong nor of 
any practical benefit unless she develops 
noble characters by the inculcation of great 
principles. The largest church on earth is 
the most corrupt and doing the least for 
the elevation of man. One of the most zeal
ous and rapidly g rowing churches in the 
United States, vi~., the Mormon, is the most 
godless, yet any evangelical church with 
constantly increasing and improved facilities 
for work must be lacking in pulpits crowned 
with tongues of flame to barely hold its own 
numerically while teeming thousands and 
millions are rushing to perdition. "We 
cry, ' Fit me '; but to be fitted for His use 
we must be filled-filled with the Holy 

• 
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Spirit. If we would burn, we must be on 
fire. If we would kindle others, we our
selves must be C1l flame. The fiery tongues 
rested on each of the disciples before one of 
them even was ready to speak- then with a 
conflagration. This is what we want now
hearts and tongues of fire -and then whole 
neighborhoods, yea cities, yea continents, 
yea the world itself would be in a blaze." 

The cohesive power of the Christian 
church is salvation from all sin, secured by 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit through the 
precious blood of Christ, and wherever this 
is dropped out decay follows. In spite of 
the various local disadvantages, which are 
trifles compared with those that surrounded 
Marks and his coadjutors, by a return to the 
old paths we would realize the same blessed 
results that attended their labors,- God 
will increase us "with men like a flock, as 
the holy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem." 

Many a brother in Christ, as he think~ of 
these men of God, has said, " I wish I had 
their spirit and could see like results attend 
my labors." In the nature of things, that 
might be impossible in every particular, and 

• 
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then again, in some instances the ~e~ults 
might be even greater; but if every mm1ster 
who has not already, should make the same 
thorough consecration and exercise similar 
faith, what a transformation there would be 

in many a pulpit. 
The disciples, though commissioned, were 

commanded to tarry until endued with power 
from on high. The three years of instruc
tion under Christ were not sufficient without 
the promise of the Father. Thi~ prepa:a
tion casts out all fear of the rich, mfluenttal, 
or wicked of the congregation. The minis
ter must be saved from being affected in his 
ministerial work by his pocket-book, reputa
tion, the frowns, smiles, or praises of men. 
The pulpit is no place for heavy ordnance 
and cold lead, but hot shot from the battery 
of heaven. Then will the preacher deliver 
his message as if conscious that angels were 
crowding his pulpit to carry the tidings home 
of souls being saved. What terrible and 
glorious havoc would such a bo~y of holy 
men make in tearing down the kmgdom of 
Satan and winning victories for Christ. The 
constant triumphs of such men fill heaven 
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with joy and hell with terror. The great 
~ant of the church, of the world, and of the 
times is true, invincible, holy men filled with 
the fire, the love and power of the Hoi 
S . . T y 

ptnt. he arguments that convince and the 
words that burn come from sanctified lips 
and from hearts ablaze with perfect love. 
Christ, and him crucified, needs to be preached 
more emphatically as an all able, all willing, 
all ready, and all presel!t Saviour, saving men 
f~om the guilt, the love, and the power of 
sm. . Under this holy pressure, Samuel 
Davts, John Nettleton, Richard Baxter, the 
Wesleys, George Whitefield, and Daniel 
Baker counted ·their converts by tens and 
tens of thousands. Martin Luther bent al
most double with a paroxysm of earnest
ness while he preached. T. Chalmers while 
preaching in his Edinburgh pulpit warned 
until he actually foamed at the mouth. 
John Summerfield, Robert l\1cCheyne, and 
John Colby preached themselves into early 
graves. 

W. Venn described the perils of an immor
tal soul till his audiences would drop like 
slaked lime. Edward Payson was so anxious 

l:LUER DE:\'j.\:\UN RANDALL. 

for the salvation of men that his doctor said 
that his body was in a continuous fever. 0 
for the baptism of the dross consuming, soul 
purifying, and heaven illuminating Holy 
Spirit! This is the secret of power. . 

While studying this remarkable expenence 

we learn: 
1 . That it is not the vagary of an idle 

dreamer but that of a devout man diligently 
seeking 

1

truth, and that it is in harmony with 
the whole trend of God's Word. All of God's 
dealings with men, recorded in the Bible, 
except the miraculous, may be repeatc.d 
among nations and in the hearts of hts 
people. What God did then he is still do
ing or else much that is regarded as exem
pla~y and helpful would be of no prac~ical use 
to us. But no opinion nor expenence of 
men, however conclusive or marvelous, is of 
any value unless corroborated by the \Vord 

of God. 
2 . That it is in accord with the history of 

the church. Martin Luther, the great re
former of Protestant Christianity; George 
Fox the founder of the Society of Friends; 
the 'Wesleys, the founders of Methodism ; 
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Fenelon and Guyon, F rench Catholics; Ma
lon and D'Aubigne, Swiss Calvinists; Rev. 
John Fletcher, Mrs. Fletcher, Hester Ann 
Rogers, Carvossa Bramwell, Dr. Joseph 
Benson, and Dr. Adam Clark, Iviethodists; 
James Brainard Taylor, President Edwards, 
Mrs. Edwards, Pres. C. G. Finney, Pres
byterians; Dr. Edward Payson, Dr. Thomas 
C. Upham, and Mrs. Upham, Congregation
alists; John Bunyan (see Land of Beulah in 
Pilgrim's Progress, which is a beautiful de
scription of entire sanctification), and Dr. A. 
B. Earl, the evangelist, Baptists;· John Colby 
and David Marks, Free Baptists,- arc a few 
of the many illustrious ones found in all de
nominations, Catholic as well as Protestant 

' who bear witness that at a certain moment 
during their Christian course they were sud
denly lifted up into Christ and filled with the 
Holy Spirit in an experience, subsequent to 
conversion, which stood at the beginning of 
a higher plane of Christian life and power. 

3· That after regeneration the believer, 
though not backslidden, discovers that he 
has many 11 right hands" and 11 right eyes," 
and that his ((heart needs much purifying 
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and refining," or, as Dr. J . J . Butler puts it, 
"Although the renewed soul is at the time 
free from condemnation, and rejoices in the 
liberty of the Gospel, yet he soon finds that 
there is a part in him strongly susceptible to 
temptation, and prone to yield to it." 

4 · That the work of entire sanctification 
is subsequent to regeneration, and means the 
cutting off "of right hands," the plucking 
out of "right eyes," and the " stripping," or 
" crucifixion of self," and also the complete 
enthronement of Christ in the heart. 

5 
That the blessinCT of entire sanctifica-

• b 

tion is secured by complete consecration and 
simple faith in God, and not by growth nor 
of works, u lest any man should boast." 

6. That the work of entire sanctification, 
like regeneration, is instantaneous. Dr. R . 
Dunn says, "Sanctification may be a shock, 
as with Elder Randall, and at times and with 
peculiar needs and circumstances, so as to 
change the habits and appetites." 

Not all who arc sanctified wholly can tell 
the day and hour when they entered this 
state as many who are regenerated cannot 

' . . 
definitely fix the date of the1r convcrs10n, • 
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but witnesses are sufficiently numerous to 
establish the fact that each state is obtained 
instantaneously, though the subject reaches 
the crisis in both cases progressively. 
. 7. That entire sanctification is an expe

nence, as well as a doctrine, and is as much 
a matter of consciousness as regeneration. 

8. That entire sanctification is attended 
with spiritual illumination. In Randall's 
case there was that which made the Bible a 
new book to him. Already in his conver
sion, a key had been put into his hand to 
unlock vast treasures of truth in the Word of 
God, but it was only after his full apprehen
sion of Christ as his sanctification, super
added to his knowledge of Christ in the for
giveness of sin, that the abundance and 
wealth of the Bible were opened to his view. 
This is the universal experience of all who 
are similarly blessed. 

God has not two ways of sa-nctifying men, 
in the sense of purifying them from all in
bred corruption, the one instantaneous and 
the other progressive, as he has not two 
ways of regenerating men, but one royal way 
for every one of his children. A hot, glow-
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ing coal, taken from the sacrificial altar and 
applied to the plague spot, is Jehovah's uni
versal way of sanctifying wholly (Isa. 6: 6, 

7). 
What God did for Randall, he is able and 

willing to do for all his children "who walk 
in the light, as he is in the light." The ex
perience will be the same in kind, di~ering 
in its manifestations according to the Circum
stances and temperament of the subject. Dr. 
Butler says : "If, then, any arc not wholly 
sanctified, it is not for want of a gracious 
and ample provision for that purpose." 

Dearly beloved, have you heard about the 
corn and wine in the land of Canaan? Do 
you know anything about the land of Beulah, 
the border land of heaven? Perhaps you 
are skeptical, as was Dr. Payson, who said a 
few weeks before his death, " When I read 
Bunyan's description of the land of Beulah 
where the sun shines and birds sing day and 
night, I used to doubt whether there. was 
such a place, but now my own expenence 
has convinced me of it, and it infinitely 
transcends all my previous conceptions. 0 
that I had known this twenty years ago!" 
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S?eaking of this great blessing, he wrote to 
hts sister as follows : " Were I to adopt the 
figurative language of Bunyan, I might 
date this letter from the land of Beulah f 

h. h ' 0 
w ~~ I have been some weeks a happy in-
h_abttant. The celestial city is full in my 
vtew. Its glories beam upon me, its breezes 
fan_ me, its odors are wafted to me, its sounds 
~tn ke upon my ears, and its spirit is breathed 
~nto my heart. Nothing separates me from 
tt but _th~ ri:er of death, which now appears 
as an mstgmficant rill, that may be crossed 
at a _si~gle step whenever God shall give 
permtsston. The Sun of Righteousness has 
been gradually drawing nearer and nearer . . , 
appeanng larger and brighter as he ap-
~roached, and now he fills the whole hem
lsphere, pouring forth a flood of o-lory . 

}" b ,111 
w ltch I seem to float like an insect in the 
be~ms of the sun., At another time he 
wntes: " Rejoice with me, for I have lost 
my will." Of this experience Dr. Butler 
says: " This is a state of sanctification in 
which God can preserve the soul not ;nly 
' some weeks,' but years." 

Or you may suppose, as do many others, 
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that God will sanctify the soul after death, 
before entering heaven ; or in some myste
rious way death will purify you of inbred 
corruption. Both these positions arc false, 
and are very aptly replied to by Dr. Butler: 

"The soul must be entirely free from sin • 
before it can enter heaven. \Vhen will this 
be done? After death? Then we must ad
mit a doctrine of purgatory. Death cannot 
take away sin, for it js but a physical change 
-a separation of soul and body. Sin per
tains to the soul; the dissolution of the 
body cannot purify the soul from sin. The 
sanctification of the heart is a moral work, 
and is wrought only on condition of our ex
ercising faith in the blocd of Christ. And 
why may not this faith be exercised some 
time before death as well as at the moment of 
death? The Scriptures nowhere teach that 
the work of entire sanctification is limited to 
the article of death. It is folly to suppose 
that a moral work, conditional on the exer
cise of faith, can never be accomplished ex
cept amid the convulsions of the dying hour, 
and when, as is often the case, the individual 
is bereft of reason. . . . The same grace 



· 96 RE:MARKABLE EXPERIENCE OF 

that can sanctify a ; believer af the moment of 
death, may sanctify a day, a month, a year, 
or a longer period before death, a~d preserve 
the subject blameless unto · the coming or' 

. Christ . .. Hence, we consider itthe believer's 
• privilege to b<? wholly sanctified-property, 

friends, influence, time, talents, body, soul, 
and spirit-to God." 

Not t? be dogrpatic, but to prove _a bless-
. · ing to you, do I call ypur attention specially 

to this· subject. Are you troubled with filthi
ness of the flesh and spirit as was _the church 
at Corinth? (2 Cor. 7: _ r.) . Do you find 
uprisings in your heart of anger, backbiting, 
boasting, covetousness, bitterness, . deceit, 
display, envy, flattery, fear of man, fear of 
death, jealousy, love of self, love of place, 

· love o~ money, malice, pride, pomp, . re
. taliation, . self-praise, self-seeking, unbelief, 
doubts, a yearning for popular. amusements? 
All of these things may not exist in any one 
heart, but the presence of any of them indi4 
cates that the heart is unclean, . and nothing · 

~ but the blood of Christ can make it whiter 
than snow. . By force of resolution these sin
ful impuls~s may be suppressed and a com-

. . 

• 

·. 

! . 

ELDER BENJAMIN RAND.~L.~ 97 
.... ... . .. 

mendable . character formed,-men of the 
. ~orld can do as much as ,.that,-but by the 

, . . "refiner's ·fire,, th.ey can be destroyed root 

and br~nch . . · · 
. The existence· of these things in the l}earts 
a~d lives of th~ great mass of pro~essing 
Christians is a greater sourc~ of weakness 

' than all the sectarian divisions that rend the· 
body of Christ, and i~ doing more to under· 
mine the citadel of ttuth than the influence 
of the whole . army of b~atant infidels ~rom 

. Celsus to Ingersoll. A r~vival <:>f s~ncttfica .. 
tion by faith is as essential in. t~.e n~neteenth 
century to rescue the church from the hand
age of indwelling sin (Rom. 7: 20) as tha~ 

. of justification by faith in the sixteenth cen
tury to save the. church from the iron h~nd / 
of the Papacy. :_ Thank God, such a revival 
has . commenced, and there is a .. movement 
Godward, · in all branches of the . Christian 

church. · 
In co{ldusion, let me give a few directions 

how this blessing may be secured, and t~e 
. evidences of having received it. To obtam 
, this blessing you must believe that ~t is prac

tical, and that you need it. This felt need 

- ~ 

:l' 

- 1-li .\ . . ' .. 
·' 
i'· J . 
. _;··1 
:l:. rt 
I I I ; ' : , I 
li : 

, ji ; 
. ; 1(: 

1

1 • 
:i ! 
~ : · .. . . · 

' 



• 

REMARKABLE EXPERIENCE OF 

must take precedence of everything else. 
Consecrate, once for all, your time, talents, 
and possessions, in fact, all you have and are, 
taking into consideration not only the present, 
but also the unknown future. vVhen you 
have given all into the hand of God, for the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost, which is to 
purge you of the carnal mind and fill you 
with preserving power, it is easy to believe 
that he accepts the offering and does what 
he has promised. Do not yield to unbelief 
that will paralyze your every endeavor. 

"Lord, I believe a rest remains 
" To all Thy people known; 

A rest where pure enjoyments reign, 
And Thou art love~ alone; -

"A rest where all our soul's desire 
Is fixed on things above; 

Where fear, and sin, and grief expire, 
Cast out by perfect love. 

"0 that r now the rest might know, 
Believe, and enter in! 

Now, Saviour, now the power bestow, 
And let me cease from sin. 

"Remove this hardness from my heart, 
This unbelief remove; 

To me the rest of faith impart, 
The Sabbath of Thy love. 

f 

ELDER BENJAMIN RANDALL. 99 

S d Holy Ghost, "Come Father, on, an 
And seal me Thine above; 

Let all I am in Thee be lost; 
· God" Let all be lost m · _Psalmody, 65 I. 

ke the senti-on your bended knees ma d 
. h our own, an ment of the followmg ymn y bl d ap-

. ·n feel the oo like the author you Wl 'fied 
and with Christ you will be crU;Cl . plied, 

"I am coming to the cross; . 
I am poor and weak and blind; 

I am counting all but dross; 
I shall full salvation find. 

REFRAIN. 

"I am trusting, Lord, in Thee, 
Dear Lamb of Calvary; 

Humbly at Thy cross I bow; 
Save me, Jesus, save me now. 

heart has sighed for Thee; "Long my . . 
Long has evil dwelt wtlhm; 

Jesus sweetly speaks to me, . 
I will cleanse you from all sm. 

• 

" Here I give my all to Thee,
Friends and time and earthly store, 

Soul and body Thine to be-
Wholly Thine forever more. 

.. 
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" In the promises I trust· 
' Now I feel the blood applied; 

I am pr0$trate i)1 the dust. , 
I with Christ am crucified." 

- Spiritual Songs, 49s, 

:All spiritual blessings- that believers re
cetv~ fr~m Christ are bestowed on condition 
of fatth In him. H Therefore I say unto you 
All. things whatsoever ye pray and ask for: 
believe that ye have received them and ye 
~hall have them " (Mark I r : 24). u For this 
IS the will of God, even your sanctification , 
(I .Thess. 4: 3) · " And this is the boldness 
which we have toward him that 'f k , , 1 we as 
an~ thing according to his will, he hearcth 
us (r]ohn5:I 4). 

The witness of the Spirit that the work is 
done may come to you in one of different 
wa~s. You may be conscious of a wonder
ful I.ncrease of faith, or deep, sweet resting in 
~hnst, ~r permeated with a sense of the Di
vme presence and filled with joy and rapture 
or an ocean of holy love surging through th~ 
soul, or a clear, strong assurance of a com-
plete conformity to all the will of God , 

1 
, or a 

sett ed peace, deep and wide, like a river 

• 

I 
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flowing through your heart. In your life, 
though not free from temptations} you will 
easily triumph over them. The frnits of the 
Spirit (Gal. 5 : 22, 2 3) will grow in rich abun
dance in your daily walk and conversation. 
Your business relations will be characterized 
by strict integrity; your church obligations 
will be cheerfully, easily, and promptly per
formed. You will be in the right condition 
to " grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 

This blessing is needed alike by the hum
blest worshiper in the pew and by the most 
gifted minister in the pulpit; and it is as 
essential in managing the details of every
day life, as by the student in solving the 
great problems of revelation. 

Whatever may be your position in life, 
God grant, if you are not in the enjoyment 
of this u second benefit" already, that you 
may seek it with all your heart until you ob
tain it. In other words, seck the complete 
enthronement of Christ in your heart. The 
fullness of his presence will drive out all sin 
as the rising sun drives away the shades of 
night: Let your will be his throne and your 
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appetites and passions his foot-stool. Let 
him think through your brain, look through 
your eyes, listen through your ears, speak 
through your lips, work through your hands, 
walk through your feet, and love through 
your heart. Let Christ in a certain sense in
carnate himself in you, and you become a 
living temple of the Holy Spirit. 0 present 
yourself a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable, 
which is your reasonable service, and let 
him transform you by the renewing of the 
Holy Spirit that you may illustrate in your 
life what is the good and perfect will of God. 

One word more, and then I will close. 
Sometimes when we present ourselves for all 
the fullness of the blessing of Christ, the 
Holy Spirit will present various tests in order 
that the will may be entirely given up to 
Christ. At first these tests may seem be
yond the range of our abilities and circum
stances, but his grace is sufficient, and as 
soon as the willing soul yields wholly to' 
God, his. yoke will become easy and his 
burdens light. A young lady, who at great 
pains and expense had fitted herself for 
teaching, knelt before God seeking the bap-

, 

= 
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tism of the Holy Spirit. As she was search
ing and researching her heart and life so 
that her consecration might be complete, the 
Holy Spirit softly whispered, "Are you will
ing to open your school every morning with 

? " How could she do so? This was prayer . 
her first school and the commumty was 
strongly infidel in sentiment. Re.ligious _ex
ercises in the school would be very obJeC
tionable to many of the parents ; and she felt 
that if she complied with the Divine require-

t She would be dismissed. This would men, 
ruin her prospects as teacher. To make the 
embarrassment all the greater she had an 
ao-ed widowed mother depending on her for 
s~pport. So she replied, "No, Lord, any
thing but that, that I cannot do, it will cost 
too much." The much sought and needed 
blessing was withheld. Hour after hour 
passed in tearful agony as she_ str1~ggled with 
blind unbelief. At last she said, Yes, Lord, 
any duty, however great, any line of work, 
however embarrassing, I will cheerfully per
form as thou shalt direct." God's work does 
not lag. As soon as the sacrifice touches 
the altar the fire descends. He spoke and it 

• 
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was done. Her soul was satisfied, and with 
face radiant with the smile of heaven and 
heart leaping and dancing in the rapture of 
perfect love, she went to her school. At the 
hour of opening she took her Bible and 
asked the scholars if they would like to have 
her read and pray with them. In an instant 
every hand was raised. God wonderfully 
helped and blessed her in the exercises and 
a deep impression was made upon the chil
dren. When the school was dismissed little 
blue-eyed Mary, the daughter of the super
visor of the school, hastened home and told 
her father what the teacher had done that 
morning. He was greatly enraged, and at 
once putting on his hat walked to the place 
where the teacher was boarding and told her 
if she could not run the school without a 
theological department she must resign im
mediately. She replied that she had count
ed the cost and was ready to give up the 
school if he thought best, but that she could 
not think of not reading the Bible and offer
ing prayer with the scholars as long as she 
had charge of it. Being somewhat abashed 
at the calmness and sweetness of her spirit 
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he calmed down and told her that as sh.e had 
commenced the week she might teach tt out, 

d then stop unless she should conclude to 
::mply with his request. vVhat joy fill~d 
her heart! She had nearly a whole week m 
which to work for Jesus. A wholly con
secrated woman can do the devil a. lot of 
mischief in that time. Every mornmg she 
opened the school by reading a few ve~ses of 
the Bible and offerjng prayer. Soon t.t w~s 
apparent that the Holy Spirit was workmg m 
the hearts of the children. When she closed 
the school Friday evening she told the .schol-

that she was going away and dtd not 
ars · d 
k ow as she would ever see them agam, an 
~shed all to remain a few minutes while she 
read and prayed with them once more. It 
was a melting time. They all we~t, and 
some of the older children prayed wtth th.e 
teacher. After commending them and their 

parents to the love and me.rcy of God s~e 
took her leave of them. Ltttle Mary agam 
ran home, but this time her heart was burst
ing with sorrow. Throwing her arms around 
her father's neck she pleaded in behalf of her 
teacher. "0 papa, don't let teacher go, she 
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is so good. Her praying doesn't hurt 
b

. 
0 

us a 
1t. don't let her go away I" Th t . · e cars came 

to hts eyes. This was more than his proud 
and wicked heart could stand S I . . orne 1ow 
th~ mfluence of the teacher had led him to 
t~mk more. ~bout his obligation to God, his 
smful condttlon, and the sins of the place that 
week than ever before in his life, and consc
~uently he was easily reached by the plead
mgs of his daughter. He went directly to 
the teacher and told her that as the children 
were .making such a fuss she had better keep 
on wtth the school He said u If · , you cannot 
get along without praying, why, pray. I 
guess there is need of somebody's praying 
for us, and if your prayers don't do us any 
good, I don't think they can do us any hurt." 
~os~ gladly she went on with her work trust
mg m Christ for greater victories. Before 
the term closed a precious revival swept 
over th.e town, and many souls, including the 
su pervtsor, were converted to God, and a 
large and flourishing church organized as a 
result. 0 what precious and e ·t . . x enstvc re-
VIvals would break out in every part of the 
church of God if he could only have the 
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ri ght of way in all the hearts that profess to 
be his. What God did through this devoted 
teacher he can and will do through all who 
will fully and definitely consecrate them
selves to him, and cheerfully perform every 
duty regardless of fear or favor. 

Whatever is right to sing is certainly not 
wrong to experience and practice. Of all in
fluences that mold the character of a people 
none is more potent than that which ema
nates from the song which not only creates 
emotions but also expresses deeds and ex
periences. Fletcher of Saltoun mo~t pro
foundly said : "If a man were permttted to 
make all the ballads he need not care who 
should make the laws;" and he might have 
added, "Nor who should formulate the 

creed., 

N. B.-The hymns quoted in this book are taken from 
free Baptist Hymnals, and in the judgment of the com
pilers " are not inharmonious with the faith of those for 
whom they were especially designed." 

' 
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