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-PROCEEDINGS 
--OF THE--

AL .. ~ll-~lUA STA1'E CON·v·ENTIION. 

.. The opening exercise~ of the meeting called to organ­
Jze a State Conveution of the Free \Vill Baptist of Ala. 
ham a. 

Introductory-Rev. J. B. Ray, of the Liberty Associa­
tion, 11 a. 111., Sept. 5th, 1907. The delegates not ~li 
having arrived the afternoc~n \Yas occupied in a praist­
serYice.-ReY. J.D. Byars. 

The evening train brought delegates frotn the Caha­
ba T<iYer c,ncl Jasper Associations. \\'hO nrrh~ed just as 
the meeting \vas breaking up for the afternoon. It \vas 
a touching nleeting , cspeica11y as RcY. \V . . A. Nelson of 
t:he J asper Association and Re\r. \Voods Springfield of 
the ~1ount .:\1oriah Associat ion, each of \vhotn bas been 
honored tin1e after titne as n1oderator of their n-·spec­
tiYe association met and etnhraced each other. 
Hymns.~:- pra ise :vC're sung, a ptayer of thank~giving 

nnd for dtvlnt bleSSlngs, offered by I~ev. vV. A. ~elson . 
Adjourned to n1eet at 9 o'clock, (;. tn ~ 

.t"'rida.:r Mo1:niug. 

Delegates haying arriYed representing the ~'fount 

.:\·loriah, Cahaba River, Bear Creek, Jasper and Liberty 
Associations, it \\:as decided by the body to nrocee~1 
\Yith the organization. This \vas regularly d.one 1>\· 
<::lecting ReY. "\Yoods Springfield telnp~rary wnloderatc;r 
and \iVm. T. Kendrick, clerk, pro tern. 

The moderator read a portion of Scripture and called 
the body tc: prayer. The pu1·poses of the n1eeting \\·en: 
-::hen beauttfully and forcefully stated by the 1nodtra tor. 

The .n1oderator 'NaS: then authorized to appoint n 
committee on credentials. The chair- appointed ReY. f. 
D. Byars, Rev. N. M. Davis and Rev. Porter Dubois c)n 
this committee. 
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The cotnmittee on credentials excused thems~lves from 
the body and hfter confering together, reported as fol­
lows: 

After due consideration we find that five associations 
are represented as follows: 

The Mount Mo·riah Association-Rev. \VoodsSpring­
field n1odera.tor, Rev. J.D. Byars, RcY. \V. D. rv1ont­
gotnery, Rev. J. E. Mathis. 

The Cahaba River Asso(·iation-Rev. N. M. DaYis 
rnoderator, Wm. T. Ke:ndriek. 

The Bear Creek Association-l{e\r. Porter Dubois 
tnoderator. 

The lasper Association-Rev. \Y. A. Nelson ex-:nloder-
ator. 

The Liberty Asscciation-Rev.]. B. I<ay 1noderator. 
\Ve recogniz..: all of the delegates. 

. H.espectfully sulnnitted, 
COMl\liTTEE. 

1'he moderator appointed Bros. L. F. Pridn1ore ant1 
T . A. Springfield to take the vote of tne body for per­
tnancnt officers. 

Rev. \V oods Springfield of the 1\lL .NJ oriah Associa­
t-ion '\vas elected n1oderator and I<cv. \N. A. Nelson of 
the ]asp~r Association \Vas elected assistant n1oderator . 
V\ n1. 'f. }(end rick of the Cahaba R1ver 1\ssociation was 

-elected secreta1·y. In a short and appropdatc \Vay the 
1noderator and assistant n1od~rator aL·kn<nvledgtd the 
honor conferred upon thetn . 

The tno(lct·a-tor invited vi!jitiug brethren to seats. 
It was then tnoved and p·roperly su~tained that the 

rnodcrator appoint the con11nittees. 
'The co1nn1 it tees were appointed as follovv!:-t: 
Dcvotion-·1~he deacons o f 1'1 t . .Nl orinh church. 
Publication, literntun~ and educat1on-H.eY~. ~- ~1. 

Davis, J. D. Byars and J. B. Ray. 
State ~1issions-Revs. Porter Dubois~ \V. B. :Vlont· 

gon1ery and J. E. Math is. 



r..· . 
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.Hxecutitte Con1mittee · Hevs . . \VnL 'f. Kendrick, J. D. 
Byars·an<.l J. B. R.ay. 

On ~rganization-The representatives and dcle!;ates 
of the body resolved into a conunittee of the "\Vholc . . 

on· tnotion the body adjourned for preaching, and to 
he called together by the ntodc::rator after the con1. 

tuittees should confer together. · 
· 11 a. tn.,_ preaching hy .. Rev J>orter Dubois, text, St. 
John, l.l.. ~nd 12 verses. The seq·non ""~as a stro:ng 
(.~_nd for~eful one~ tu} 1 of teeling. n rid po\ver. Iv1 any \Vere . 
deeply ttnpressed . . The spirit· V\'as. . manifest; and the 
pra~'en.: and n1usic \Yere soul.stirr.ing. .· · · . 

Dinner \Yas served oti the church grounds. TI1erc \vas . 
enough and to spare, and that. of the·~hoieest. · 

.. A t'ternoou S(.\Ssion. 

· For son1e titne befo~e the hour set for the afternoon 
sermon, rn.any had the pleasure of hearing a ntltnber ot 
ra~e selecttons of n1usic by talented and \vell tra,ined 
~ot:es led .by that prince arnong leaders, the Rev. \Vood.s 
.... prtugfield. . 

Preaching at 2: 30 p. tn., by Rev. N. M .. })avis, text 
Rev. 3: 8. · ~'Behold, I have set before thee .. an oper; 
door." · Tb~ d.isc.our _se\vas \Vcll chosen. leading up to· 
\vhat has been done for us by the gift of the Son. 

Saturdn.y .IU.orning. 

The body n1et at the call of the· n1odcrator. · 
The n1odcrator led the devotion at servic~ and prayer 

\Vas _led by the assist~tnt tnoderator, Rev. ·\V. A. Nelson. 
The. delegates being present the moderator·announccd 

the body ready for business. · · · . 
The reading of the n1inutes \Vas deferred. 

. The Inoderator called for the rt·port on publication. 
Jrt~rature ~nd education 'tvhich \Vas read· and rcceh·ed 
and comrntttee discharg,·d. (See Appendix.) 

The report on state missions . \vas called for read 
nnd recehpcd and the cornn1ittec discharged. ' 

I 
I 
I 
i 
l 

I 

I 
' 

I 
I 

6 

·The report of the Executive Connnittee \\·as heard 
and received. ·A full rep6rt \vi11 be expe~ted at the next 
annual session of this convention. 

The representiv~s and delegates then resolved thern. 
selves :into a con1n1ittcc o-f the \Vhole on ·organization. 
.Rev. \V. A. Nelson '\"'as called to the chair. 

'fhc duties, opportunities, obligations . and · responsi­
hiJities resting upon us as a denotniuation _in ·the state 
'\Vas ably introduced by Rev. \Voods. Springfield and ~is .. 
cussed by a nun1ber of the delegates. 

It \Vas Inoved by l{~v. \Voods _Springfield ~uid secol.ul­
t~d by H.ev·. N. 1Vl. J)avis and carried by· unanin1ous vote, 
that this be, nnd is by authority Yested in t1s; declared 
organized into the Free \ViU Baptist State Convention· 
of Alahtuna . 

On n1otion, this convention sh~ill n1eet annually and 
that the tin1e of n1eeting shall be on · Thursday before 
the second Sunday in N()vem_ber of each Jear, unle~s 

· the titne shall be changed by a vote of the coi1vei1tion 
in regular sess-ion . 
· At:ljourned for preaching. 
· 1.1 a. 111., Rev. \Voods Springfield preached fron1 Ex. 

1i1·: 15. 'l'here \Vas a very large congregation. The 
sern1on \Vas an able one, beautiful in outline and adap. 
tability. 

Dinner was _served ·on the grounds. 

.A.fternoo11 Session. · 

The delegates again n.1et in conunittee of the \vhole. 
· Rev. W. l~ .. Nelson in chair.· It '\vas ordered that the 
executive cotnn1ittee shall sele<:t the. {Jlacc for ·holding 
the next sessio.n, also prepare pt.·ogratn for salllC . 

On Inotion the chairtnan of the executive coru1nit.tee 
\vas elected state treasurer hlHJ all n1onev i·()r state .., . 

\vork is bereby.ordcrcd sent to hi111 or held ·subject to 
' his call, and that the executive cotntnittee ha\·easmuch 
'\VOrk done as 1notu~y \Vtll justif}". · 
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On motion a man in each association represented 
was selected to look after and get up n1oney in his as­
sociation and send it or have it sent to the state treas­
urer of the convention. 

The following brethren \Vere selected: 
For the ~-fount .i\foriah Association-Bro. Joe \Voods, 

Eihelville, Ala. 
For the Cahaba H.iver Association-Rev. N.l\1. Davis, 

Coalville, Ala. 
For the Bear Creek Association-Bro. H. \V. l{ing, 

Nauvoo, Ala. 

For the Jasper Asso<.:iation-Rev. John L. Conner, 
Twin, Ala. 

For the Liberty Association-Bro. R. r..,_1. Chamhers, 
I~ottie, Ala. 

On motion, Rev·. Woods Springfield '\Vas ele~'ted state 
evangelist. 

It was agreed to send Rev. vVood~ Springfield and 
Bro. R. l\1. Chan1bcrs to represent us in the Triennial 
Conference at Nashville Tenn., Oct. 2nd, 1907. 

On motion the n~inutes of this convention be printed 
in patnphlet form and that the secretary is authorized -
to prepare the minute for the press and have 500 nlin-
utes prit~ted and that he be paid five dollars for his 
work. 

On motion \'\·e tender our sincere thanks to Almighty 
God for the o~Jportnnities of this convention, for their 
being brought. together, and for his tnanifest presence 
in the Holy Spirit, and also to this church and cotn­
munity for the excel! en t intertainment, kindness and 
hospitr-ility shown 11s during this session. 

On motion the convention adjourned to meet on 
Thursday before the second Sunday in Nov. 1908, at 
the place selected before that tin1c b ,, the executive con1. ., 
1nittee. 

The parting hand \vas taken an1id, beautiful songs of 
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praise. tears of son·o~ an<~ joy of ~·rit!nds, .bret~ren and 
sisters, in the hope ot meettng agatn especially 1n hca\"·-
en. REv. Woons SPRINGFIELD, fvlod. 

REV. vV. A. NELSO!'i, Ass't 1\1od. 
\VM. 1'. KENDHlCK, Sec. 

----····~-----······-·--­. 
APPEN.Dl-X. 

Report of committees are as follo\vs: 
PUBLIC:\'1'10~, LITERATURE AND EDUCATJO~.-l)E.-\1~ 

BRETHREN:-We vour co1nmittee first recommend the 
adoption of the FREE \VILI~ BAPTIST, publis.hed at . Ay­
tlen, N. C., as our organ for ~h~. present,. \vtth the ~t_n­
derstandino- that each assoctatton holdtng connection 
\Vith this state convention or organization, hold to 
their prc$ent Articles of Faith. . 

We insist that our people subscnbe and r~ad the pa­
per a~Hi contribute to the sarne. 

As to Literature, \Ve reeon11nend that put out by 
the same publishing house, su~h as Sunday School sup­
plies and other reading tnatt~r. ~ .· _ 

We reco1nmend the. Holy Btble a' the toundatlon of 
all good 1iteratu re, as su<.:h we n :cotn o1end a ~1ore 
prayerful study of same by our peuple and espec1ally 
o-ur n1inisters 

As to education, \VC feel the pressing demand upon. us 
to e(1ucate our children, n nd especialJy those \vho gyve 
evidence of a call to the G·ospel ministry-the day .betng 
fL11ly cotne when the den1ands are so gr~at upon t.he 
tnin1stry, that it requires the best cultlvated brat.n, 
therefore, we recotntnend, that our p:ople put forth untt~ 
cd efforts to educate the young nun1sters of our church 
es \vho prove thcmselve~ worthy. . . 

\Ve ftl rtber reeorn mend: that tnore ca ut1on be exercts­
td, in !icensiug and ordainjng n1en to preach an~ t~at 
crreater efforts be uiven tO prepare those for efle~~tlV~ :""\ t::l 

\vork \Vho are thus set apart. 
' Respectfully Subrnitted, 

TH g Co~IMITTJ~E. 

ON EVA.NGELIS'l'IC \VoRK.-\\-·e, your cotntnittee on 
eYangelistic \vork beg to report as follow.~: \Ve reconl­
tnenu that this body put o~ l one evaug<.:hst . 

Respectfully Submitted, 
PoRTER l)FI~Ols, Chtn. 



l~XHCUTIV8 CoMMI'l"l'EE.-As the work oftheexecutive 
committee is to extend during the year ~,.e have little 
to report at this time. We feel deeply the responsibility 
of the obligation placed up~1n us by this convention. 
\Ve, therefore, request the most hearty support and co­
operation of all those represented in this convention in 
raising tneans to support the evangelistic work of the 
state. Respectfully Subn1itted, 

Co~t~UTTEE. 
----·---.. - ... -

!tOLL ()F .1\llNlS'rEitS. 1H06. 

HJ.;AR CREEK ASSOCIATION. 

J. W. Alexander, ............. .. ... Lynn ..... .. ............ ......... Ala. 
W. L, l)elaney ............. ... ...... 1'harptoVt"ll.. .. .. ... .... .. .. . " 
P. H. Drain ............ ... ............ ba1oulton ·~· ~ ······· ·· ········ · '• 
J>orter Dubois40 .................... Phil Campbell.. ....... ... .. '' 
11. fl.l~oster ...... ........... ........ Concot·d........................... . '' 
G. B. Haney ............ ............. Mt. Hope ..................... ,. 
V'+r". C. 1\:-lcCom bs .................. .. Crews . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . '' 
E. B. Poole ............................ Natural Bridge........... . " 
\V. P. Scott ...................... .... Phil Campbell. ... .......... " 
H .. P. Shadrix ....................... Double Springs..... ....... " 
F. R. Skelton .... .................... Littlcton...................... " 
A. 1'id well .. ···-.,. ..... ... ......... ,. .... Dora ... ................. ........... . '' 

Caha·ba ltlver .A.ssO(!latlon. 
D. L. Baker ......... , .. .... ., . # ........ Sterrett .................. ~~ ..... Ala. 
N. ~l.Davis .... ...................... Coalville ...................... " 
J·. H. Gritnes ......................... Coalville ............. ..... .... '' 
Ezekiel Isbell ................. ...... . Vandiver .... ... .. .. .......... . '' 
T. \V. Jones .................... ...... ·Spr_otts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '' 
Wm. T. Kendrick ................. McCa1la....................... " 
J.J. Miner ............................ Vandi,tcr ...................... '' 
\V.J. Vest ............................ PrattCity,R.I~.D ...... '' 

,J as}lcr .l''\S80f!in.tiou. 
\V. B. Benson ................. .. .... Carbon HilL ....... ...... _ ... . Ala. 
S. W. Brooks .............. .... ...... Hackelbourg .............. ,. " 
\V. !\1. Busbee ...................... Nn.uvoo ...................... . '' 
T. ~1. Canup .... ..... ............... Brilliant ............. ,....... . " 
J. E. Cockran ............ ..... ....... Bril!iant ....... ...... ......... ,. 
J. L. Conncr ..... ..... ....... .~~~ ............ T\vin # ..... .. .. . ... .. ... .. ......... ,. 

r. C. E!liot ........................ .... Brilliant . . . .. . . . . . . . .. .. . . . .. . " 
G. \V. Flipps ... ...... ... ......... . · .. Pierce's ~1il1s ............... . , 
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lC B. F<)\vler ..... . ................. tl·~a.llll<~n\" ;tl_\' .................... A!~t . 
\V. ll . Ingram ..... . ... ... ...... .... ·)n tan .. ................ ... . 

. B '11. t " ;\·l R. i\1 a rti 11 .... .. ........ ......... . r:t 1an ... ..... ......... .... . . . . ' ' vv.. A. Nelson .......... .............. . P ocahu11 tas .. ... ........... . 
" 1' " H.. A . ~ ix ....... .... . ... ............. .. S u.ns 1111 e. .. . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . .. . 

. JJI t Q' d S R Ran1sev ......... ... .. . ... ...... easan .... .,Ite ............ . .. - . . - ' ' E . C. 'fhornas ................... .... Gnllo\vn~ .. · ... . ... .. .. . .... . . 
#1' . ,, 

l J \~" ,·sl,_1. '\\'ln ...... ......... ........... . . . ~ ~'- .. ~ '-)········· ... ······ ·· ····· ···· • • • 

Lih~s·t;\ A sso(·ia tion. 

,. (~ B 'L<n.rett Br1"\vton ... .. ...... . ...... . .. . Ala. 
· " · .II'• c.. ~~""> . . ............................ y 

-~ - J '1 ' 11 ~ ,, \V. 1-J. Dat ev ......................... ones A,. 1 ~ .............. .... . 

A. T. n r< n~; rl in g ........ ... .......... } I }1m 111 nc . . .. . .. . . . .. .. • . . .. . . :. 

l · ~ Bur,-·l·1 . Ap rJ1 eton ........................ · ' • . ..t~. '-. ............ , ...... .... .... ._ .. . 

~ T. Ca rclvvt:>ll ........ .... .. : ....... Bluff ~prings.:~' ............. FJ~. 
R. T Colen1an ..................... . Perdido Sta .. ..... .. ... _. .... ~la; 
C C }I 'tuks .Brat .. ............. ... .. .... ... I1 1a~ . . ' ..... ... .......... ...... .. . .. 
f. \\'.jovner .......................... ~<>kun1is ................ ...... Ala. 
~ . c ~t .• 
(~ \V. L~ttle .. .. . ... . .. . .. . .... .. ..... . anuc ,~ a .................. . 

. ' ' \V. J. ~larga.o ........ .......... . ..... Wallace .... . ....... --~~... .... ·, 
vV . H . K o "''ling ..... ..... ........... J a y ........................... ... F la ~ 
J. B. Rav .......... ................... "CnnoeSta ........... .. .. ... .. Ala. 
·\.Yarrcn i-{enfroe .. .. ..... ... ..... .-.. FloJnaton ......... ............. '~ 
'~N I °C>'""la-nd .... l~(:lnge ...... ............. ~ ·........ '' ~ • ...i• ~L'\. "~ ...... . • .• • •• • • .. • . • . 

J. J. l'hotnley ........ ............ ...... l~>ercdl~c\llo SJ~ ........... }· ·· ····~" ·:: 
'\r I) Tllc)tnp""Ol'l . ·Ar , . () . .,...:l~'~ ...• ••• •.•••.••• 

• "' • ..:-, . • • • • . • tt .. " .,. " • • • • • • • " .· ~~ • ,. ~ , _. '' I 1: 

B.S. Wallr~ c:e ... ....... ,.,., .......... -.Collegc liill ..... .. ~··· ···· ... " 
1\( onnt '}lurh\ih A ssut·ia t,i(~U. 

f . D . By a r s .................. .. ........ ~·1 ill p ( > r t_ ................. ..•. . A 1 a:. 
] . B . Davis ............................. \~ est Potnt .... ... .... ... .. ; M1s7. 
w·. J. 1--Iarhen .. .... ...... .... .. ... ... Knykendall. .............. . Ala~. 

J S H . l\1 'l . . . " .. . "". tnt<.)t1 ... ,. .. .. .. ....... ; .. :. .... , .... tG c Y ~ ... ; .. ;: ...... ..... ... ..... - ~• 

\V. R. Lathan1 ............ ... .. . ... _,.aroo .............. ... ... .. .. . 
T. E. :\1atthev~:s .. ....... .. .. ........ i\'Iillport :. .. . . . ........... ... " 
\V. B. l\llontgornery .............. .lVIcCouoells .. .... .......... " 
J. M. Pinkerton: ... ··· ............... Ne'\': Lexington.......... ~< 
\V oods Springfi~ld ..... . ...... ... .. rv1cSh:-t Tl... ..... .. .. .. ... . .. .• " 
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Liberty A.ssooi&tion-Statistios, Fifteenth Annual Session for 1906. 
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Shiloh .. ............... " ...... R. T . Coleman ............. 39 $22.80 1st 
Ne"" Ilorne ................. J. B. Ray ............ ..... _ .... 30 18.10 3rd 
Harvest }lome ............ N. T Cardwell ..... ..... 57 27.70 3rd 
Friendship ...... .. .......... ~. J. Thornley .... ....... .. .'. 61 25.00 1st 
Mt. Willing ................ N. G. Baggett ........ 78 ........... 2nd 
Shady Grove ........... .... W. H. Nowling ............ 24 12.75 3rd 
M~cedonia ...... ............ ~ J. Thomley .... ; ...... .... 52 23.84 2nd 
Un1on Grove ................ N. G. B~ggett ........ ...... 30 16.47 ..... . 
Antioch ...................... R. T. Coleman ... ........ . 23 2.40 3rd 
Dry Springs .......... ~ ...... ,]. \V. Jones: .................. 3H 2.40 4th. 
Pilgrin1s Rest ............. 

1
!. B. · Ray ...... ............... 52 22.35 2nd 

Pleasant Plains......... !-!_· J. Thomley ....... , ........ 32 13.27 2nd 
Good Hope ...... .. .......... W. II Nowhng ...... ...... 12 8.60 1st 
Juniper Grove .. ............ N. G. Baggett .~ ........... . 95 32.25 3nl 
Liberty ............ ............ G. -W. Little ................. . 18 .14.15 3rd 
Midway ...................... D. N. Rowland ............ 60 .......... 1st. 
Love ,Well .................... , a. N-. Smith ................. 22 25.85 2ncl 
Mt. Sherron ............... ]. \V. Joiner ............. ... 6 .......... 1st 
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