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PROCEEDINGS 

The Seventh Annual Session of the State Conference of the Free Will 
Baptist of the State of Alabama, convened with Mount Harmony Free Will 
Baptist church, Lamar County, Alabama, on Thursday night before th• 
fourth Sunday in November, 1917, at 7 o'clock P. M. 

After a short song and prayer service, ltev. J. W. Moore made a short 
talk, followed by Rev. E. M. Stamps, after which the conference proceooed , 
to organize in the following manner: 

The Moderator called for delegate! from the different associtions. 
They responded as follows: 

1. Bear Creek.-Not represented. 
2. Kahaba River Association.-Rev. E. M. Stamps, Rev. C. E. Low-

ery, Bro. J. R. Weaver, Sister Julia Weaver, 5'ister Lizzie Stamps. 
3. Jasper Association.-Not represented. 
4. Liberty Association.-N ot represented. 
5. Mount Moriah Association.-Rev. Woods Springfield, Rev. J. E. 

Matthis, Rev. J. D. Byers, Rev. T. L. Walker, ~ev. W. E. Harbin, Rev. 0. 
L. Achie, Bro. J. A. Hickman. 

6. Vernon Association.-Rev. T. J. Adair, Bro. A. J. Sanders. 
7. The South Eastern Association.-Not represented. 
8. State Line Association.-N ot represented. 
9. The Morning Star Association,-Rev. ;;'. W. Moore, Bro. Jesse W. 

Pike. 
Then the conference proceeded to elect officers. Rev. Wooas Sprin~

field was elected moderator by acclamation. 
By motion, Bro. S. G. Johnson was elected Secretary and treasurer by 

acclamation. 
By motion, Bro. J. R. Kinnemer wa3 elected Corresponding Secretary 

1:-y acclamation. 
The moderator appointed Bro. J. A. Hiqkman with the· deacons of Mt. 

Harmony church the Devotional Committee. 
On motion the Association adjourned till 8:30 A. M. Friday, Prayer 

by Rev, T. L. Walkker. 

FRIDAY MORNING. 

Conference met according to adjournment. The house was called to 
orCler by the moderator who called on Rev. J. E. Matthis to conduct the 
devotional exercises, Scripture lesson the 93rd Psalm, and prayer by 
Rev. J. E. Matthis. The mode1·ator then announced that tho house was 
ready for any business that may come bcfo1·e it. 

On motion, the following committees were a.ppointed : 
1. Documents and Business.-Rev. T. L. Walker, Rev. C. E. Lowery, 

Rev. T. J. Adair, 
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2. Publication, Literature and Education -Rev. J D l\I St B · Byers, Rev. E. 
. amps, ro. J. R. Weaver · · 

• 

3, Executive Committee.-Bros. J. R Weaver J R K' 
W Pik J s H 1 A · • · · mnemer Jesse 

• e, · . ares, . J. Sanders, J, S. Stokes, ."Rev C. B s ' 4 C . ,.u . . earcy. 
n~. · omm1ttee on ~tate of the Denomination.-Revs. J. E Matthis ;; 
"' Moore, W. E. Harbm, J. D. Byers · ' · 

5. Committee on Sabbath Schoois.-B1·os. Jesse w Pike 
man, A. J. Sanders. · • J . A. Hick-

. 6. Committee on Temperanec.-Revs. E. M. Stamps T. J. Adair, Bro. 
S. P. Hollis. ' 

7. Committee on Queries and Resolutions - Revs J W. Moore, T. L. 
Walke1·, J. E. Matthis. · · · 

8. Committee on Finance.-Rev. 0. M. Archie Bro J A H' k At 11 • 1 k R , · . . IC man . 
. o c oc , ev:. T. L_. Walker occupied the stand and preache<i' to 

a~ attentive congregation, usmg as his text, Psalms 15:1. He was follow
eo by Rev. J. D. Byers. After which, the conference adjovirned one hour 
for l'efreshments. 

FRIDAY EVENING . 
• 

At 1 :30, the congregation came together by singing. Prayer by the 
moderator. Called for report of Committee on Publication Literature and 
Education. 

1 

Report of Committee on Literature, Publication and Education 
We, .your committee submit the following report: • a 

SectiOn. 1 . . We recommend that we use the literature published by our 
~wn ?enommat10n. We further recommend that we establish a State Press 
m this our State as early as possible. 

Section 2. We find that the n'emand for an educated ministry is more 
needed now than ever before, and unless we do educate we will be 31 back 
J,tomber. Oul.· young men starting out will not feel so embarrassed if they 
~e::~e educat~d. We encoU1·age our young men to strive harder for an edu
c:ttlon than ever befor~; and that we as a body do all in our power to erect 
a college soz:newhere m the state to educate our young ministers just as 
soon as poss1ble. . 
. ~ecti~n 3. Realizing the great danger in the study of the various pub·

hcatlons. m the world toaay, \\'e further recommend that our people be ver 
cureful m selecting the literature to be read by our children. we furthe~ 
rec?mmend that we urge all our churches in the various associations to sub
scribe for and read the THE FREE WILL BAPTIST, a paper published at 
Ayden, N. C,, and also use the Free Will Baptist literature in our Sunda 
Schools. Respectfully submitted Y 

1 

. J. D. BYERS, Chairman. 
The report was adopted and the committee discharged. 

Report of the Executive Committ~ 

We, your co~mitt~e recommend that Rev. Woods Springfield be elect
ed State Evangelist, with full power and authority to act as su~h. Should 
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he need any assistance we recommend that he call to his aid any ministel' 
of the conference whom he may deem worthy to assist him; and that he . ' 
Bro. Springfield, be clothed with the power of calling them to any field 
where he may think best, and this call also be subject to the order of the 
Executive Committee, We also further recommend these Evangelists make 
their report to the next annual session of this conference, stating therein 
the number of miles travelled, the number of sermons preached, the amount 
oi expenses, etc,, anc:i total amount received for his services. 

We further recommend that each association officiating with this con
ference pay one dollar for each church in said association for current ex
p<.:nses, and that the same be paid as soon as possible for current ·expense~, 
i11 order that the clerk of this conference may have the minutes printed. 
That the said money be forwaTded to S. G. Johnson, Secretary and Treas
urer, Postoffice address, Fernbank, Ala,, R. F. D. No. 1. 

We furtheT recommend that the next session of this conference be held 
with Union Valley church, Townley, Ala., beginning on Thursday night be
fore the first Sunday in November, 1918. (Townley is 52 miles west o~ 
Birmingham, on the Frisco railroad.) 

~ Respectfully submitted, 
J. R. WEAVER, Chairman. 

The report was adopted and the committee discharged. 

Report of the Committee on State of the l)enomination. 

We, your committee beg leave to submit the following report: 
From the best information that we can gather from the delegates and 

frcm the denominational press, our denomination is progressing nicely. 
Several new church buildings are going up in spite of the hard times; but 
we feel that we have lost some by not organizing in the towns, and have 
also lost by not having organized the State Conference sooner. But we 
are proud to say that we have started on a new line, and every one who 
sees or hears of our plan is ready to join us for the doctrine of Free Salva· 
tion, free communion and immersion in water, is the doctrine of the I Bible. 

Therefore, let us unite our efforts as one man and success is ours. So 
l~t each one of us here go to our respective places of abode with a full de
termination to win the victory, and may God bless, guide and direct, should 

be the ardent prayers of all. 
Respectfully submitted, 

J. E. Matthis, Chairman. 

The report was adopted and the committee discharged. 

Report of Committee on Documents and Business. 

We your committee beg leave to report as follows: 
' . 1. We reconm end the usual order cf busmess. 

2. We recommend t 1t the Secr;•tary supei.intPnd the printing of the 
minutes and tna.; he have them lJl'inted at \.he 'Free Will :iaptist Printing 
office in the town of Ayden, N. C. And that he be paid $10.00 for his ser-
vices. Further that he have 750 copieS printed. 

' 
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3. 'We recommend that the mim1tes be sent to the. associational clerk~.; 
· · - Respectfully submitted, · · · . 

• • . . . . , : T. · L. ':" ~LKER, Chairman.· 
. . . . . .. 

' ... 
R~port of .Committee oo Sabbath Schools. 

·. -

- We, your committee on Sabbath Schools, beg ieave to· submit the fo).-, · :. _ 
lowin·g report: .... · . . - ·. · · . · ·· · · · 

. .-· . . 

. We have a great number of churches in the variuo~-~ associations who 
have good Sunday. schools, but we find that there ar'e ·a number of chu~ches · . .. . - . . . . . 
that have no Sunday schools. We recommend that the ministers ·· of the 
Aiabam~ State . Conference do all in their power to encourage a. <leeper in
terest in the Sunday school work, and ·to assist if: possible in organiz.ing a· 
Sunday school hi all our churches. We find that chlu-ches thaf have a Sun-.. ; . . . . ... . . . . 
day school are alive and prospering* and that the ·children ·are . being -train-
ed and 'converted to our Lord and Savior J'esus Christ and brought into the 

· fold ·· - · · · 
• 

.. : We ." also ·· ·:rec~mmend that we use the ·. Free.. ·Wln Baptist literature . . , . . 
printed at Ayden, N, C., in our Sunday. schools. · ~ . · . . 

< ·. , . . Re.spec_tfu~ly subm1tted, , : · 
. . -JESSE W. PIKE, Chairman. 

-on mot~on, t~e report was adopted and tha ·committee discharged. ·. • 
. . .. 

Report of the Temperance Committee. . . . . . ... .. 

· ·we, your committee beg leave to report as foll~ws: · . "' 
Temperance should . be . an individual subject and should appeal to all 

true _followers of Chr1st. It is one of the fundamental principles in form
ing and shaping a .true christian character • . }t is the k~y to ~ successfu~. 
life in. church and state. · It ~s right in the sight of God to be temperate in-

• . . ' . I' . • . • • . • • . . .. . 

a!\ thu~gs. · There are many ways by whxch mtemperance · 1s practiced," and 
:we as professed Christians, should carefully · study the · Scriptures in re~ 
ference to temperance, that we may rightly understand the meaning of the 
word te~p~rance. · · · · · · · · 

·As. it wa~ s~id of John, the great forerunne-r of Christ, that he shoUld -. . .. . . ' . 
drink neither wine nor strong drirpk, establishing the fact, that would we 
wield a strong influence for. God, we must absta,in from . a:ll intoxicating . 

. beverages. Strong drink is · a Christian;s edu_cational ·questio~~ And ·as 
WE as professed Christians should demonstrate to the world the ··worth · and 

· merit of the church of the -· living:_ GOd, . lifting _ humanity upon a higher . 
plane 'of living, we condemn the legalizing law of. the sale· of intoxicatiiig 
liquors. · · Respectfully. submitted, · · · · 

E. M. STAMPS, Chairman. 
On motion, the report was received and the committee discharged. ... 

Report of the Finance Committee. 

Vve, your ~ommittee on Finance beg leave to report a.s follows: . . 
From: the 1\Iount Moriah .A.ssociation •••......•...•...•.•.••...... $11,85 
From the Vernon Association ................ · .... :.............. 6.~~ 
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,.). .. . .-·'f ~ <f"t, _ __ 

..... , ... 

.. 
. ~ ~ ... · .. ~ ........ ~ ~ :~ ~ ......... ~ -.- 2.90 - ~ ~om the . Morning · Star Association .. . . . ~ .·.. . .. 

-. 
Total .· ............ · ........... · ................... $20.75 

· . . -. · ,Respectfully submitted, _. · 
. . . .- . · 0. M. ARCHIE, Chairman. 

On mot.ion, the co~fe.ren-ce excused Re\·s ... J.' E • . Matthis and T. L. Walk~ 
e:r and Bro. J. A. Hickman to go home.. . . _ - . 

· On. motion, it was · agreed that the pastors of each · church appoint_ the . 
.Ieacons of the church to raise money and send to . the chairman of .the Ex..:. · 
ecutive Committee to pay the expense . of R~v • . Woods 5J)ringfield as State 
Evangelist~ • . . . - · · . . 

· On motion; the minutes be-left in the hands of the. Secretary. 
- • · Repo.-t of·the Committ~ ·on, R(esolutions.'·- ·• . 

We· your Committee on Resolukions, beg leave to submit . the follow-. , . . 
i~g~ - . . .. . ' . . . 
. . ""' .. 

Realizing. the disturbed condition now existing among the nations of 
· the world, . , _ . 

Be it -Resolved 1. That this Conference covenant to pray for our ru1-. , . . . 

ers that peace may reign on the earth and that the Almighty God may be 
.with our boys who have been called into the service; and if they never r~ 
. turn home'· to us that they meet us in heaven~ ·. . --. . . . -

2 ·That we tender our sincere and heart-felt thanks to Mount H~u-. . . . . . . " . . . . . ' . . . 
· monv church and community; and ·especially to the sisters for their kind· 

ness. shown us during our stay among them.- · .- ·: 
· ;·_. : . . · . . : . . . . · Respectfully submitted, ·· · ·· · 

.. . ·.. , ·· ·. ·. · ·J; W. · ~IOO,RE, Chairman. · :. · 
· .-· On motion, the report · be ·received and the· committee discharged: . '· 

. . . . ; 

On motion, the Conference adjourne~ to meet with Union Valley chW.ch, ... 
~d Townley, Ala., o~ Thursday -night before the first Sunday in November~ ·. 
1918. . . . . . ' ' . ' . . 

• 
' . .... ·- --·REV.- WOODS · SPRINGFIELD,- Moderator, 

.. . · . Ethel ville, Ala • -. 
S. G .. JOHNSON, Setretary-Treasurer, 

. · Fernbank
1 

Ala., R. · F~ D. No. · l •. : · 
. . . . . . . . 

. NAMES OF MINISTERS OF .TilE 1\fOUNT -1\IORIAII ASS9CIATION.· . . 
· · W~ods Springfield, J. : D. Byers,· J. E.· Matthis, W. J~ flarbin, M. · Mont
gom~ry, . T. V: Wheat, T. L. Walker, W-. E. : Harbin, 0. M. Archie, W. R. 

.. Robinson, I. T. Neighbors, J. M. Spencer, Walter .·Martin, · · 

.-· 

• 

· ~ICEN'flATES.-:-:-C. 0. Burnett, C. - E~ ~est. · 

-, . .MINISTERS OF THE VERNON ASSOCIATION. 

D. G. W. Hollis, G. B~ Taylor, T. J. Adair,· M~ D. Cleannan. 
LI CENTIATE.-Claud S'p.tingfield . . 

. . . 

1\IINISTERS OF THE SOUTH EASTERN ASSOCIATION. 
. . ' . 

• 

.R. M. ·}\incy,. c. B. Searcy, W. T. Miller, J. H. Guilford, J. \V. Parker, 
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W. M. Shirley, James Shirley, A. Z. Ard, Thos. Gilley, W. T. James, W. H. 
Jordan, S. M.Martin. 

MINISTERS OF THE MORNING STAR FREE WILL BAPTIST ASSO
CIATION AND POSTOFFICES. 

Rev. 3'. W. Moore, Townley, Ala.; Rev, B. M. Atkins, Townley, Ala.; 
Rev. L. G. Leggett, Townley, Ala.; Rev. R. A. Williams, Townley, Ala.; 
Rev. W. I. Wade, Oakman, Ala.; Rev. W. R. Brown, Oakman, Ala.; Rev. J. 
B. F. Tingle, Carbon Hill, Ala.; Rev. W. M. Hawk, Carbon Hill, Ala.; Rev. 

• • 
W. L. Wyers, Carbon Hill, Ala.; Rev. J. N. Barnett, Benoit, Ala.; C. 0. 
Barnett, Cardova, Ala.; Rev. A. M. Potts, Kennedy, Ala.; Rev. N. H. Par
ish, Route 2, Carbon Hill, Ala.; Rev. John Smith, Route 1, Bankston, Ala.; 
Rev. Thos. Arnold, Haleyville, Ala.; Rev. T. Harris, Phil Campbell, Ala.; 
Rev. G. W. Skelton, Quinton, Ala.; Rev. J. W. Barner, Corona, Ala.; Rev. 
A. J. Roberts, Pocahontas, Ala. 

• 

BY-LAWS. 

Article 1. Each session of the Alabama State Conference shall be call
ed to order by the Moderator when present, or in his absence the ·Assistant 
Moderator or Clerk. 

Article 2. As each sitting or adjourned meeting shall be opened and 
closed by prayer. 

Article 3. Ten members shall constitute a quorum, provided not less 
than three Associations are represented, but a smaller number may ad
journ from time to time. 

Article 4. After the opening of each session the Executive Committee 
will examine the credentials of the ministers present, and after repo1i; of 
this committee and the enrollment of the delegates and ministers present, 
the Con.ferenc shall proceed to the election of Moderator and Clerk. 

Article 5. At each session such standing committees may be appointed 
as the Conference may deem proper. 

Article 6. It shall be the duty of the clerk to furnish each session of 
the Conference with a book of records containing the proceedings of the 
previous session. 

Article 7. Any one wishing to retire while the Conference is in session 
shall obtain leave of the presiding officer, who shall make same }mown to 
the Conference, and if no objection. leave shall be granted. 

Arti~le 8. No person shall be allowed to speak more than 10 minutes 
at any one time, or mqre than twice on any one subject, without consent of 
the body. 

Article 9. It shall be the duty of the Conference to elect or appoint a 
committee of three or more to be designated as a "General Home Mission 
Board" whose duty it shall be to inaugur'l.te and execute a general system 
of domestic missions. They shall appoint such sub-committees and employ 
such agents and missionaries as they may deem proper. They shall hold 
office until their successors are duly elected or appointed, in case of deata 

-
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• 

vaca?cies may be filled by app<>intment of the Moderator, and shall make a 
detruled report at each regular session of this body of their doings for the 
p~st year. 

Article 10. All. ques~i?ns, queries and resolutions to be debated upon 
'Shal! be presented m wrttmg, and shall be read in open Conference, and a 
motion and second of a member of the body before debate. 

CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE CONFERENCE 
• 

Article 1. The name of this Conference shall be The Alabama State 
Conference. 

. ~rticle 2. Th.e ~bject of this Conference is to bring us as a denomina
tion mto. a more mtm~ate and frateral relatioship, and to effect thorough 
co-operation of the vanous bodies of the Liberal or Free Will Baptist in this 
State and elsewhere. 

. Article 3: This. State Conference shall be composed of the representa
tlves of Bapt1st bod1es that harmonize generally with the doctrine and usu
ages o~ the A~sociations now constituting this body, who may be admitted 
f10m time to time on their own application. 

Article 4. The officers of this Conference shall be a Moderator, Assis
t~mt Moderator and a Clerk and Treasurer 

Article 5. The Moderator shall be ele~ted at each regular session in 
imch manner as th~ .body may choose, and he shall perform duties usually 
performed by pres1dmg officers, serving until his successor is elected A 
state Clerk shall be elected from time to timej and shall continue in ~ffice 
until his successor is elected 

• 

Article 6. In the letters from the different bodies shall be expressed 
the number of churches composing each Association. Those in full fellow
ship, etc., those received and those dismissed since the last session of lthis 
Conference and the time and place of holding their respective annual asso
ciations, together with their statistical reports of their numerical strength. 

Article 7. Each Association shall be entitled to three delegates elected 
by their body while in their annual session, all ordained ministers are en
titled to membership in this body without being elected v:ith certificate of 
good standing from the Association to which they belong. 

Article 8. Any article in this constitution may be alte1·ed or amended 
by a ma~ority .of votes. at any :egular meeting and approved by that body, 
and published m the mmutes w1th notice that it will be voied at next meet
ing. Article 1 and 10 shall never be changed. 

Article 9. Each session of the Conference shall determine the time 
and place of holding the next session. 

Article 10. The Executive Committee of this Conference shall be mem
bers of the Free Will Baptist church in good standing, and shall have the 
J)ower to contract wjth and sustain our Evangelists who are elected by the 
body in regular session, they will take an oversight of the Association and 
ministers, who are members of this State Conference will be known as a . , 
eomm1ttee on credentials • 
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