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Minute 

OF TilE 

Fifteenth Annual Se••ion 

OF THE 

Alabama State Corference 
OF THE 

FREE WILL BAPTIST 

Rev J.D. Byars, 
Rev. W. C. Austin 
0. L. Stokes 
E. Z. Mayfield 

CONVENED WITH 

Macdonia Church , 

MILLPORT ALABAMA 

October. 24, 1928 
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-
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- • 
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Moderator 
Assistant Moderator 
- Clerk 

Treasurer 

The next session of this Conference will convene with Cordova, 
Church, Cordova, Walker County Ala. On Wednesday be-
' fore the fourth Sunday in October 1929. 
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PROCEEDING 
15 Annual session of the Alab:una Atate Conference met 

with Macedonis Church, Millport, Ala. October 24, 192S As
sociations are as follows: 

Bear Creek, Mt. Moriah, Cahaba, Jasper, Liberty, Vernon 
Houtheastern, and Florida Stateline aud Stateline of Aladama 
and Mississippi, Business was transacted aR follows: · 

Committee on Credentials reported that all ministt3rs 
pre~ent were in good standing a.nd were recommAnded to the 
body. · 

Enrollment of Delegates 
Bear Creek, Rev. I. D. Garrison, Bro. Van Vickery. 

Mt. Moriah, Revs. J. E. Mathis, J. D. Bvars, W. v. Pool. 
0 C. Weaver, 0. L. Stokes, Jt. z. Mayfield 

Vernon Rev. J. M. Haas, Rev. S. T . ~hutes. 

Muscle Shoals Stateline Rev J. B. Bloss Rev. W. Q. 
Dowdy. Mrs. J, B. Bloss 

State Line Rev. "I. K. Boyett. 

Jasper Revs. W. U. Austin, B. M. Adkins, W. D. Martin, 
E. R. Eranks. 

Called for the Peace and Fellowship. All were in peace. 

Proceeded to elect a Moderator and Clerk, which resulted 
as follows: 

Moderator, Revs. J. D. Byars, W. C. Austin, Ass't, Mod
erator 0. L Stokes, Clerk E. z. Mayfield, Treasurer 

Moved and carried that Rev. S. T. Shutes be made a 
member of the body. 

No Motion the followinp; committe~s were appointed: 

On Devotiopal Service Mrs. J. B. Bloss E. Z. Mayfield 0. 
L. Stokes. 

Devotional Committee were rP.ported that Rev. I. K. Boyett 
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preach at 7:30 Wed. night, Rev. J. B. Bloss prf:lach at 11 A. M. 
Thursday and Rev W. C. Austin preach at 7:30 Thursday night. 

On Publication Literatre Education ltevs W c Au t' 
J · B. Bloss, S. T. Shutes. • • · s In. 

On Missions Elders. W. C. Dowdy, I. D. Garnson. J M 
Ha~. · • 

Ex~uti ve Committee Elders. J. B. Bloss, 0. L. Stokes, 
E. Z. M ayf1eld. 

On State o~ Denomination, Elders, I. K. Boyett, ]. B 
Bloss, W. C. Austin, J. M. Haas, I. D. Garrison, J. E. Mathis. 

On Sunday Schoo), Rev S. T. Shutes Mrs J. B . .Blo~s, 
Elders 0. C. W eaver, I. K. Boyette, I. D. Garrison w c A 
t. d J E ' · · us-In an • . Mathis. 

On Temperance, Elders J B Bl W C · . oss, · · . Austin and 
W. C. Dowdy. 

On Resolution, ~Jders 0. C. Weavers and J. M. Haas. 
Moved and carr1ed that the body adjourn to meet Thurs

day at 9 a.m. 

Thursday Momina Session 
House ~et.at the appointed time and after reading the 

104th Psalm stngmg and prayer, the hollije was caHed to 
0 

d 
by the Moderator. r er 

Called for the reading of the Committ{>e reports: 

Document and Order of Business 
Read and adopted as follow, by sections: 
We, your committee on Document and Order of business 

report as follows. 

1. . We recommend that the moderator appoint a commit
tee to revise the Constitution of this conference and outline a 
general order of business to be presented at the next session. 2. 
We recommend that a program committee be a pointed by the 
moderator to outline a program for the next session of this con
fe~ence and that each member to serve be notified at least 
thtrty days before the conference meets. 3 We recom -ncnd 
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that a Field Sf\cretay be appointed for the Conference whose 
duty it shall be to prflsent the work of t his confe ·ence to the 
various Associations of the state. 4. \tV e recommend that the 
Clerk superintend the printing of the minutes and tha t he be 
paid $20. for I'Hs services, that he have 700 copi~s printAd. We 
futher recommend that the next session of this ConfHrence 
meet with Cordova Church, Cordova, Alahama, and that Rev. 
J. D. Byars preach the Introductory Sermon and that Rev. 1. 
K. Boyett be alternate. 

We recommend that the session be~in ou \\ edut;sday be
fore the Fourth Sunday in October 1929 and continue unti1 all 
business is finished. 

Rev. ~. T. Shutes, Chairman 
On motion the body adjourn to have preac:hing. 
The following committee was appointed on drafting 

program for next Uonference: Revs. B. M. Adkins, 0. U. 
vVeavP-r a11d W. U. Dowdy. 

Addresses: B. M. Atkins, Glenn Allen, Rt. 2; 0. C. Weav 
er, Millport, Ala. ; W. C. D<•wdy, Florence, Ala. 

~,ield Secretary was appointed in the person of Mr·s. J. B. 
Bloss, Sheffield. Ala. 210 Annapolis Ave . 

On motion the following minh:~ters were appointed, heing 
one fron1 each Association represented at this session, for the 
purpose ot drafting Articles of Faith to be presented to the 
several Associations of the state, provided thev are adopted by 
thi~ Conf~rence. 

Elders W. C. Dowdy, Chairman~ W. D. Martin. I. K. 
Boyette, I. D. Garrison, 0. C. Weaver and J . M. Haas. 

I On motion the Clerk was authorized to collect money now 
in hands of Bro. Grady 'r. Williams, for the ~~urpose of paying 
for the minutes of this Conference. 

On Education, Literature and Publication 
We. vour committee on Education, Literature and Publi

cation report as follows. Seeing the dangerous doctrines sweep 
ing over our land under the guise of Education and Modernism. 

Be it resolved. that we as Free Will Baptists of Alabama 
~o on record, endorsing the doctrines fostered by our one school 
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at Ayden. ~. C., that is, Eureka Uollege, and that we urge our 
boys and gtrls to .oursue their trainine- at Euro ka College. Fu th 
erm?re, that we ask our different Associations to require their 
applicants to the ministry to make a strenuous effort to take 
the course in Theology taught at our College. After the appli
cant has proved calling his financesbeing Huch as to debar him 
training, it shaH be the duty of the Association to which he is a 
member, to aid him. 

Publication; We urge people to be cons tent readers of our 
church organs, The True Blue, Cordova, Ala. and the Free Will 
Baptist, Ayden, N. C. Also to use our Sunday School Litera
ture edited bv Rev. E. T. Phillips and to use our League litera· 
ture edited by R~v Henry Melvin and published at Ayden, N. d. 

Eld W. 0. Austin, Chairman 
1 Report received and committee discharged. 

Temperance 
We, your committee on Temperance heg leave to report 

as follows. 

We recommend that all our people abstain from all intox 
i~ating ~iquors that they be temperate in all things, that we 
fight wtf h all our power and influence all proposed Ia ws which 
would tend to tear down the present Prohibition Admandment. 
We further recommend that we vote against all candidates 
who are opposed to prohibition, and that we do all for the 
upbu~lding of our Government on clean and higher plains of 
Christianity. We further recommend that we discourage the 
us~ of ta.bacco in every wa:r among our churches. Report re 
cetved and comtnittee discharged. 

Ut;,v. J. B. Bloss, Chirman 

Sunday School 
We, your Sunday ~cbool Committee reports as follows 

we have made a survey of the state and find only two Sunday 
Schools in Bear Association Muscle Shoals State Line 16· 
Vernon 10. State Line 8, ?vft. Moriah 9, Jasper 10. Were~ 
ccommend that this body strive for nothing less than a Sunday 
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School in each churc.h In llw stut'l• \Vt· fnr ther su ~~e~t th t> or 
gaHization of a Sundny SGhool Cnl l \' t'lt lJ (lJl• '1'11 1:3 will gi r o tlw 
diffol' ·nt schools au opportunit.y to repot'l :lntHtally, furot.hcl' "u 
Btt~g~st the in1portancP of the pus to1·~ prPuchin~ .a t; tuHia.f 
~chool Sermon oncn each year and \\.,1 urge then1 to tuk~ pu·t· 
ln the work in every way posaiblo, 

RP,port received nnd Comtuitt<'e discharged. 
Rev. S. T. Shutes Ohirtnan 

Articles Of Faith 
We you committee on Artides of Faith reccotntnenll tlwt 

we ado11t the Articles of Faith as appeared in the True Blue on 
August 1 1928 with the amendment ott the 16th article added 
(Water Baptism) 

. Report received and Articles ·adopted as orin ted in back of · 
tninute. 

Rev. \V. C. Dwody, Chairman 
Mission 

\Ve. your committee on Missions report as fl)llo\\·e ; 1. We 
teccommend that this Confercence retain or eJect a Home 
Mission Board. 2. We rec~ommend that this conference ask 
each association to collect and send in to this board n0t less 
then 10 cents per copy and more if they see proper that this 
board take mony and buy a Gospel Tent and elect or send out 
their best evangelistic preacher to hold meetings in the various 
towns and cities and other places for the purpose of organizing 
churches in this state. We reccommend that the Home Mission 
Board devise plans for the support of the evangelist and that 
eacd pastor take and interest and cooperate with the board in 
collecting the funds. .Report received and committee dis· 
charged. 

' 

He-v. W. C. Dowdy Chairman 

Rev. J. D. Byars Moderator 
0. L. Stokes. Clerk 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH sgression fell. and by that means 
brought on himstlf a mtserable and 

1. We belive that there is but mortal state subject to death.-Gen 
one living true apd eternal God, the 2;17; 3;19. 
Father of whom are all things from 5. We believe that God is not 
everlasting to everlasting. glorious willing that any should perish; but 
and immutable in all attributes.-1 that all should come to repentance 
Cor, 8 :6; Isa 40: 28. and the knowledge of the truth, 

2. We believe that there is one that they might be saved; for which 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all end Christ hath commanded the 
things. the only begotten Son of God Gos!)el to be preached umong all 
born of the Virgin Mary, whom nations and to every creature.
God freely sent into this world be- Mark 16;15; Luke 24;47; John 3;15· 
cause of the great love wherewith 17. I. Tim, 2:4. 
he loved the world; and Christ as 6. We believe that no man shall 
freely gave himself a ransom for all, suffer in hell for want of a Christ 
tasting death for every mao, who who died for him, but as the Scrip· 
was buried and rose again the third ture has suid, for denying the Lord 
day, and ascended into heaven that bought them; because they be· 
from whence we look for Him the lieve not in the name of the only 
st-cond time in the clouds of heaven begotten Son of God Unbelief 
at the last day to Judge both the therefore being the cause why the 
quick and the dead.-1. Tim. 2;5, 6; just and righteous God of heaven 
Heb. 2:9; St. John 3:16; Rev. 1;7 will condemn the children of men: 
Acts 24.15; 1. John 2;2, it follows against all contradiction 

3. We ~lieve that there is one that all men, at <:me time or other, 
Holy Ghost, the precious gift of the are found in such a capacity as 
Father through His dear Son, unto that through the grace of God thev 
the world, who quickeneth and may be eteroallv saved.-Acts 17; 
draweth sinner~ home to God,- St 30; Mark 6,6; Heb. 3.10; I. John 5. 
John 16;7, 8; Acts 2;4. Eph 2;1; Eph 10. 
4:4·6. 7. We believe the whole Scrip· 

4. We believe that in the be- are infallibly rtue and that they are 
ginnin~ God made man upright and the only rules of faith and practice 
placed him in a Statf' of glory with - II. Tim. 3.16, 17. 
out the least mixture of misery from 8. We believe in the rloctrine of 
which he voluntarily, by tran- General Provision made of Go~ in 
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Christ for the benefit of all man therein for there is no respecl of 
kind who repent and believe the persons with God.-Jude 1.4: 2 Petf't 
GospeL-Luke 14.16-20; Matt. 28.19 2:1; 2 Thes. 2:11, 12: Rom 2;9·11. 
20; Luke 13.3·5 Luke 24.47; Acts 3. 11. We believe that all children 
19; Mark 1.15. dyin~ in infuncy havin~ not actuclly 

9. We believe that sinners are 1 trans~ressed again.st the law of God 
drawn to God the Father by the I in their own persons only subject to 
Holy Ghost through Christ His Son the first deatb which was broght ort 

and that the Holy Ghost offers his them oy the fall of the first Adam, 
divine aid to all the human family, and not that any one of them dying 
so as they all might be happy in that state shall suffer punihsment 
would they give place to His divine in hell by the auilt of Adam's siu 
teaching whereas such do not re· for such is the kingdom of God.-1 
ceive impressions of H1s Holy Spirt. Cor. 15.22; Matt, 18.2-5: Mark 9.36, 
shall at a future day, own their. con· 37; Matt. 19.14. 
demnation just and charge them- 12. We believe that J!ooci work~ 
selves with their own damnation for are the fruits of a saving, and that 
wilfully rejecting the offers of in the use of tbe means of grace 
sovereiJi!;D grace.-Mat 11.27; St. and out of the use of those means, 
John 6.44; 65~ Ps. 1:1; Tit. 2:11, 12; etenal life is promised to men--Rev 
Jer. 22:29. 22.14, 15; Isa. 1.19, 20; Matt 7.8; 

10. We believe that men not Jer 6.16; Luke 13,34 35. 
considered simply as men but un· 13 We believe that no man h21s 
godly men were of old ordained to any warrant in the Holy Scripturt-s 
condemnation; considered such for justification before God through 
who turn the ~race of God into las· his own works, power or ability 
civiousness denyinsz the onlv Lord which he has in and of himself 
God and our Lord Jesus Christ who only as he bv grace is made able to 
bought them and therefore, shall come to God, throu~h Jesus Christ 
bring upon themselves swift de· believing the righteousness of Jesus 
struction; but we obseve that Christ to be imputed to all believers 
they, and such the 1\postle saith be- l for their eternal acceptance with 
cause they receive not tbe love of God.- Rom 4:24; Acts 8:20, 21. 
the truth, that thev might be saved 1 14. We helieve that all things 
therefore the indi~oation and wrath are foreseen in the wisdom of God, 
of God is upon every soul of man so that God knoweth whatsoever 
that doeth evil, living and dying can or cannot come to pass upon all 
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supposed conditions: yet not as hav· 16, We believe the Gospel mode 
ing decreed anv person to everlast .. Water of Baytism I~ by immersion • 
in~ death or everlasting life, out of and that believers and the only 
respect or mere choice farther than sudject for baptism.-Matt. 3.1G; 
He hath appointed the godly unto Mark 1.9, 10; Acts 2.38, 39: Rom, 
life and the ungodly who die in ~in G 4; Col. 2:12. 
unto death.-Heb, 4:13; Prov .8.22· 17. We believe in a general 
31; Matt. 25;31-40 resurrection of the dead and a final 

• 15. We believe as touching judgment at the last d'iy. John 5. 
Gospel ordinances in believers bap- 28, 29; 11. Cor. 5.10, 
tism layin,:t on of the hands rec~iv· 18 We believe the happiness of 
of the sacramen~ In .bread and w~ne the righteous is eternal and the 
washing the samts feet anointmJt torment! of the wicked are endless 
the sick with oil in the name of the - Matt. 25.48. 
Lord, fasting, prayer, singing praise 
to God and the ministry of the FOOT NOTE 
Word, with every institution of the Concerning the washing of feet 
Lord we Bhall find in the New Test• as a Gospel ordinence, each mem· 
ament.---Mark 16:15·16; Acts 8:17: ber shall have the tight to wash 
Acts 19;6; Luke 22;19-20; John 13;5 · feet or nC>t. as he can best answer 
17; Jas. 5.14. his own conscience to God • 
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