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MINUTES 
OF THE 

Alahan1a State Conference 
OF THE 

ORIGINAL FREE WILL BAPTIST 
HELD WlTH 

Brilliant-Boston Church 
October 30-31, November 1, 1934 

OFFICERS 

Rev. M. L . Hcllis ........................................................ Moderator, Tupelo, Miss. 

Rev. J. E. Tilley ........................................... Vice Moderator, Ethelville, Ala. 

Bro. L. E. Parker ................................ Secretary-Treasurer, Millport, Ala. 

Sister Nellie Dupree ............................................ Field Secretary, Guin, Ala. 

The next Session ct this conference will be held with Belk Church, 
Belk, Ala., beginning Monday night after the 4th Sunday 1n October, 
1935 at 7:00 o'clock P. M., 28th-29th and 30th . 
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The Alabama Sta~e Conference c.f the original Freewill Baptist 
met with Brilliant-Boston Church, Monday evening, October 30-31-
November 1st, 1934 a't Brilliant Alabama. 

7:00 o'clock-Bcng and devotional service conducted by brother 
Whitman. Sermon by Rev. J. M. Ha:as. Text from 16th chapter 
Matthew. 

TUESDAY MORNING 
9:00 o'clock-Bong .and devoticlllS.l service conducted by L. E. 

Parker, Conference opened in order. 
9:30 o'clc•:::k-Reading reports from the different churches. Read 

and received by the conference a's read. 
10:00 o'clock-The moderator read and commented the 25th chap

ter Matthew after which seated delegates present. 
Rev. M. L. Hollis addressed the conference on the need of coming 

together in a state conference. 
10:30 o'clock-special song service by L. E. Pa'.rker 
10 :45-Address by Elder J. R. Bennett from N. C., on the condi

tions of the Free WID Baptists atld the Orphans Home in the state of 
N. C., with its 40.000 members in the front lines for Ocd. 

11 :00 o'clock-Rev. Daniel Pelt being absent Eld. J. R. Bennett 
brought t.ne message reading the 4th chapter of 2nd Kings using as a 
text the latter verses. The mess~:ge was ably delivered and enjoyed by 
aJl present. 

12:00 o'clock-Dismissed for lunch. 
1 :SO o'clock-The conference called to order by moderator, Rev. 

M. L. Hc.llis. After song and prayer service the moderator called for 
the balance of reports of churches and associa'tion which was read 
¥1d received by conference and delegates seated or reported. 

2.:00 o'clock-Special music by orphan children from North Car-
olina Orphans Home. · · 

2:15 o'clock-Elder T. H. Dixon made report from Oklahoma and 
Arkansas, there being 8,594 members in the state ct Arkansacs, lots o; 
work being done for God and His Kingdom and a host of oppCiftunit:es 
for men c! God to fight the devil and hie; works in the west. Elder 
Thomas H. Dixon is a live wire for God and his Righteousness in these 
ends of the earth. 

2:30 o'clock-Special music by orphan children from the Orphan's 
Home inN. c. 

3:00-Dr. J. L. Welch from Nashville, Tenn., gave a very interesting 
report from the state of Tenn., very much being done in that state 
fm· God and His cause. •.· r·· 

TUESDAY EVENING 
7:00 o'clock-Song service by Brother Whitman. Devotional ser

vice by Rev. J. D. Byars. 
7 :SO o'clock-sermon by Dr. J. L. Welch from Nashville, Tenn .. 
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subject from, the 5th chapter of 2nd Corinthians. 
WEDNESDAY MORNING 

9:00 o'clock-Song service by W. L. McAdams. Devctional con
ducted by Rev. J. L. Conner. Scripture 'l'eading Matthew 6:1-16. Prayer 
by Rev. J. H. Potts. Song. Prayer by Dr. J, L, Welch. 

9:30 o'clock-The mc.jerator called conference opened for business. 
Committees elected by the body as f@liows: 

RESOLUTION CO~TTEE 
Rev. J. L. Conner, Rev. J. D, "Byars and Rev. J, M. Haas, 
Mute in order for Resolution Committee to revise the Constitution 

as per report carried. 
QUERRIE OOMMITTEE. Rev. J. M. Haas, Brother J. M, .Stokes 

and Brother A, F, Barnes. CREDEN'£rAL COMJMIT:I:EE: Brother 
l~L L. McAdams, W. C. Lacy, 1v:L J. Dupree. 

TEMPERANCE COMMIT .... ~E: Rev. J. H. Potts, Rev. Joe S. Fred
rick, Rev. H. D, Williams. 

Called fer Field Secretary's Teport which was made c.nd received iJy 
adding t. .. ,.e Cahaba River report which was made by lette1·. See repo1't. 

10:00 o'clock-Address by Sister Fannie Palston from Nashville, 
Tenn., on stewardship. Very ably and interestingly delivered. 

J.v • .:>IJ o'ck.::k--Song service. Special song by orphan children. 
11 o'clock-Sermon by Dr. Welch from. Nashville, Tenn. Subject 

"come over r.:.nd help us." 
12:00 o'clcck-Adjourned for lmreh. 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON 
1:30--Song by M. L. McAdams. Devotional conducted by Rev. Joe 

S. Fredrick. Scripture reading 1 chapter of 'Psalms. Prograim by Rev. 
J. D. Byars. Ccmmunity on scripture read. Prayer by Rev. Fredrick. 

1 :45 o'clock-Sister Palston asked ladies to retire to sister Whit
man's home for lc.dies meeting with sister Fannie Palston en women's 
work, While the confer.ence contrmued with business. 

Move in order to hea'I report on Temperance made .and received 
and committee discharged. See report. 

Section One-Partial report of Resoluticn Committee as follows: 
Section One. Resolved that we send a delegate to the genera-l con
ference which is tc convene with Black Fork Church In North Caro
lina next June and t~t we pay $10~00 conference dues out of the treas
ure. 

Section Two-We further recrmmend that the clerk superintend 
the printing of the minutes and that we have 500 copies printed and 
distribute them to the best of his kowledge and that he be paid $5.00 
for his service. 

Section Three-We recommend that $2.50 be paid Rev. M. L. Hc.~lis 
for expenses ci printing programs. 

Move in order to receive report tbus f~T mrJde and retain com-
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nomination tc elect delegate to General 

mittee. Mbve in_ order for M L Hollis which was elected. 
Conference, nonunated Rev. . . S Frederick. Rev. Frederick 

Wominated J. M. Haas and Joe . 

elected alternate. 10 minutes before prea.:::hing. • . 
Move in order to recess b Elder J R Be~etti. 
2 ·30 o'clock-Song by congregc.tioo, prayer Y . . 

. b Eld Thomas H. Dixon from Oklahcma. 
Sermon Y · y EVENING SERVI CE 

WEDNESDA 
. b Bro w. L. McAdams, 

7 ·oo o'clock-Song servlce Y . b Eld J R. 
. Picture slots and lecture Y . • 

Rev. J. T. Ccnner. . lesex N C on care and In2tnaLgeln.t!R 
from orphan home at Mid.d , . .,Eld Bennett gave the t«ture 
home the congregation bemg so large i~teresting after which a 

h full which was very ' 
to the second ouse ' t ken amounted to $21.45. 
public collection for home was a • . NING 

TH'!RSDAY M?%' L. McAdams. devotional ser-
7:00 o'clock-Song servlce .by ~~o. 5th chapter of G.alations, prayer 

vice by Rev J . E. Tilley, readmg e Righttcusness. Prayer by Rev. 
E Tilley commenting on ' B s 

by Rev. J. . • f sick sister by Rev. J. D. yar . 
J. M. Haas. special prayer or 11 d for report on finance read 

7:30 o'clock-Business session ca e 
and received (see report.) J M stokes, who was appoin.ted 

Called for report from Brother . . B stokes reported falled 
· Bo"'Td Treasurer • ro. urer 

to get report from ~'iss10n '" t statement no money in treas 
to get report frc.m tr~asurer ex~~o Stokes. 
received report ~nd dlscharg;d tial .read and received (see report.) d 

Called for report on ere en: . and by-laws, report read an 
Called for report on const1tut10n 

received (see repcrt.) k to have the $2.75 ba1ance in tre~'Surer 
Move in order for the cler last year carried. 

from last year for his service o; t· on of officers elected as follo":'s: 
Move in order to go into e ec l Mi"S Rev J. E. Tilley' Vlce 

M L Hollis, Moderator, Tupelo, ... ·• k · Secretary-treasurer, 
Rev. . · . Al" Bro. L. E. Par er, . 
Moderator • EthelV1lle, ..... Field Secretary • own, Ala. .. 
Millport, Ala., Sister Nellie Dupree,for the next session of the sta.e 

Move in order to select plac~ for ccruerence, Mt. Harmony, 
Conference carried pla.ces that ~k Belk church gets the conference 
Friendship, East Tupelo and Be . . 
by a unamiG~s vote. t ·th Belk church Mond~'Y nlght 

Move in order to adjourn to me~ 7':~0 o'clock P . M. 28th-29th-3?.th .. 
after the 4tb Sunday in oc~obe:~:::.~ by Eld. Thomas H . Dixon tram 

11·00 o'clock-The closmg . bh d was taken. 

Okl"h~ma after which the partmg Ma~ Hollis Moder:a.tor, 
- Rev. . u. · 

L. E. Parker, secretary. . ... 
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. L I ST OF D ELEGATES 
Mt. Manah Asscdation J M st ~-MeAd . J ' • • OA.es; Masedonia- church W L 

2m1s, Belk church H D Willia . . . 
M Haas· Mt H ' · · ms, Vernon Association Rev J 

· • · armony church A F B ' · · 
W. C. Lacy; Union Hill church . . arnes; Jasper Association, Bro. 
W. Doss; Mt. Olive church R L' ~~!~oF~ed;. ~t. Pleasant church, G. 
Rev J E Till . Re ' . . n, milllsters. Rev. J. D. Byars· 

. . · ey, V. J. M. Haas· Rev M L H u· ' 
Frtderick; Rev. J. L. Conner- Rev •J R. P t.t ." o ls; Rev. Joe S. 
R • · · · o s, Rev. A L W . 

ev. J. F. AshmCi!'e; Rev. Dewey Atkins· · : · ~z.:r~n, 
deleg~~es and brothers and sist f ' ~ev. J. R. Wllllams. VlSitmg 
H. Dixon, Oklahoma. Eld J R ~s rom diffre~t states, Elder Thomas 
from Nrdh carolin~. Dr. ,j L. ,;~~tt a.nd Wife, two orphan children 
Agnes Cantrell from 'Nashviile . Te:nc· ,RSiste~ Fannie Palston, Miss 
Church s. of Brilliant. Ala'. ' ., ev. · D. Thomas from M. E. 

LI~.C OF MINI STER'S AND P OSTOFFI CE ADDR ESS 
Rev. J. D. Byars Millport Al · R Rev J M H Tu' . ' a., ev. J. E. Tilley, Ethelville Ala · 
· · · aas, pel a Miss · Rev M L H Jli ' · • 

Joe s. Frederick Fayette' Ala .. 'Rev J L c' 0 S, ~u~elc., Miss.; Rev. 
Rev. J. H. Potts: Beaverton Ala . Re~ A ~n~er. Wmfield. Ala., Rt. 3; 
Rev. J. F. Ashmore Winfi ld ., . . . . arren, Brilliant, Ala.; 
Ala. Rev J R w'ul'. e , .~a.., Rt.. 3; Rev. Dewey Atkins, Winfield 

· • · · · 1ams Brilliant Al . Eld · 
Hitchita, Okl2 •. ; Eld. J . R: Bennett,' Mid~~sex N T~omas H. Dixcn .. 
1..fashville Tenn · Bro E A Pri t • · C. • Dr. J. L. Welch, 
to be lic~nsed, Bro. Dew~y Atki~:· too b~ :c:~~t:., Bret Dewey Johnson 

FIE LD S ECR E'TARY R EPORT ' i 

Mt. Marir~h Asso~iation churches 
Number of members 
Number members decea.sed 
Number ,of minisers 
Vernon Association churches 
Number members 
Number members deceased 
Number of ministers 
J asper Association churches 
Number of members 
Number of members deceased 
Number of ministers 
Report value 
Cahaba River Associatic.n chw·ches 
Number of members 
Number of ministers 
Number of members deceased 
Number of Sunday Schools 

Miss Nellie 

• 

• 

1934 
15 

1772 
14 
16 
19 

969 
8 
9 

28 
1808 

11 
22 

$10,450 
17 

1045 
17 
1 

15 

•• 

1933 

1709 
19 

909 
3 

1756 
16 

$9,750 

Dupree. Field Secretary. 
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CR EDENTI AL COMMITTEE R EPORT 

We your commitee on credential finance all alright as per list of 
ministers, we find our preachers at peace with each other so far as we 
know we urge cur preachers to preach the Bible and stand for the 
Free Will Baptist doctorine. 

W. L. McAdams, Chairman. 
REPORT OF TE~WERANCE CO~TTEE 

We your committee on temperance submit the following report: 
1st. We recommend that c.ur people continue to teach the doctorine 

of temperance and urge the people to refrain from t:.e use of any fCil'Ill 
of intoxicating drinks and to be temperate in all of their habits. 

2nd. That as a denomilla'tion we continue to stand behind the 
offer tc. keep ow· State dry ant pledge our selves to work for na-tional 
pro ... uuition. 

3rd. That our people support for office those men who are in 
favor of temperance and p~ohibiticn. We also wish to commend our 
officers who try to enforce the prohlbiticn law. 

Rev. J. H. Potts, Joe S. Ft..:derick and H. D. Welham, com. 

F INANCE REPORT 
Vernon Association churches $4.30; Mt. Harmony $1.67; Friend

ship $1.00; Damascus $1.00; Beaverton $1.00; Mt. Mariah Association 
$4:.85; Belk :,. .... oo; Masedonia $1.00 Shiloh $1.00 Jasper Association $8.00; 
Union Hill $1.00; Guin Springs $1.00; Lane Star $1.00; Unic.n Chapel 
$1.00; New Oak Grove $1.00; Friendship $1.00; Red Bc:y $1.00; East 
Tupelo $1.00 Mt. Pleasant $1.00; Free Water $1.00; Mt. Olive $1.00; 
Total $35.82; last year b~lance $2.75; grand total $38.57; paid out this 
session $20.25; b~'lance in treasurer $18.32. 

J 

L. E. Parker, Treasurer. 

R EPOR T ON R ESOLUTIONS 
1st. In reply t~ the request c.f the General Conference as to u 

statement of dij'terence between the State Conference of Alabama and 
the Progressive Association. The Progressive AssctCi~tion does not 
now; nor at any time take the place of nor replace the Sta~.e Cc~
ference which has been {!. cont~nuous body fc.r 25 or more years. 

Resolved that we only resent injustice of violently taking our 
church property contrary to Christian practice. 

2nd. we recommend that each preacher that is a member of this 
conference bring a years report of his work ~nd bring one dollar from 
each church c.r have one delegate elected from e~c:h church to bring 
same. 

3rd. We recommend that an offering be taken on each 5th Sun
d~·,y from each church and same to be sent to Orphan's Home at 
Middlesex, Ncdh Carolina the pastor to be in charge of same. 

4th We recommend an ammendment of by laws of section? So 

• 
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as to read all deaccns arid church . clerkS shall be regular soanding-
delegates ta the State Conference. · · · 
· Resolved that we· send a delegate to the General Conference that 
is to convene with Black Jack church in N. C. next June nnd that we 
pay the $10.00 conference dues out of the trea:.sure. 

Also' that the clerk . superintend . the printing of the minutes 
and that he have 500 hundred copies printed and distribute them to 
tne best of his knowledge and that he be· paid $5.00 for his service,' ~:lso 
$2.50 be paid Rev. M. · L. Hollis for printing c,f programs. ·Moved and 

· carried by rising vote to return thanks to Brilllant:..Boston church and 
conununity fc.r tneir splendid hospitality and entertainment during 
the 1934 session. Rep-6it received as · made and committee discharged. 

Rev. J. L. ·conner, ·Rev.' J. D. Byars, Rev; J. M. Haas, · com. 
CONSTITUTION . 

From. a long series d experienc~; _we, the .· Association of· Jesus 
Christ, being regularly bajPtised upon the professicn of ·raith in Christ, 
are ccnVinced of the necessity. c;-.t. combination of .Associations · to; per
petuate a union and communion among us, and to preserve and main
tain a' CC'lfrespondence with each other, We therefore purpose to keep 
order arid rules of . our Association according to the fc,Uowing plan 
of gcivernment.' · · ·' '· 

· 1. The State Association shall ·be compcr;ed · of . five Messengers 
_chosen by each District Associatlcn o! this union . and all .. . regumrly 
:ordained_ ministers, Deacons and Association clerks. 

2. Letters froni different AssociatiCI!lS shall express their number 
in fellowsh!p, the numb~r received by experience, letter .· or recom
mendzJ~icn, dismissed, restored, ~nd tnct have died ·· since our· last 
4-ssociation; and th~. nam_e ·of the clerk, moderator, cc,unty postoffice, 
~abbath o~. meeting, and the amount paid fCt! Minute Fund. 

3. The · members thus chosen and convened, to . be denomincted 
the · State · Association of Free Will Baptists, being ccmposed · of · thr 

' sobordinate Associations of the State of Alabama, and the 'Associatic.n 
.. to h~~ve nc, power to Lord it over God's heritage, nor to have .' any 
·.ecclesiastical power of the· Association, reservinv the · right of withdrew-
. 1ng from any Association beccming disorderly. ·· _ 

4. The Association shall have a; Moderator, Clerk ·· and ~: Cor
. r esopnding ·clerk, who are tc. be chosen by the suffrage of the· members . 

· ' present.' · · · : ·. · ··: 
5. New Associations may bt admitted into t.ne -Association by . 

letter e,nd delegates; of found orthodox in the faith of Free ... wm 
· Ba.ptists, the Moderator giving the right ·hand of fellowship. : 

·6. · Every moticJl made and seconded· shall come · under· the con
sideration of the Association unless it be wihdrawn . by the··. members 
making it. ' -' · 
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7. This Association 1s to ende3rvor to furnish the subrto~dina!~ 
Associations with the minutes of this Association, in prcpo 1~n 
the number of members in each Assooiation, . the distribution bemg at 
the discretion cl the Association. 

8. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a regular file of 
the Minutes. ·· · · t d if 

· 9. ·.L'he Minutes of the· Association s~ll be read and correc e • 
needed, and signed by the Moderator and the Clerk before the 
Association closes. · . 

10. The Association shall have a fund for her support, whtch shall 
·suppdied by voluntary contribution of the Association, . whose duty 
it shall be to send it to the hands of the mes~ngers, Which money so 
sent shall· be deposited in tht h~mds c£ the Treasury for that purpose 
and he . shall be held accounta,Jle to the Association !or all mcney 
received by him until paid out as they may _direct. . 

11. The Associatic.n, tn case of failure of any Associat1on to at· 
tend, :m.a:y inquire into the cause. 4 

12. It 1s the duty of the Association to see after the union ~1 

the Associaions. be d t any 
13 Amendments to this plan of government may rna e ~ 

time ~nen the majority of the members may deem it necessary· 
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