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PREFACE. 

Three yearly meetings in Nebraska and Kansas 
are working under a somewhat unique plan, called 
a "System of Cooperation." It is a " new de­
parture," in the sense of being a new combination 
of old principles and methods, but not in the sense 
of not being sanctioned by admitted usages or ac­
knowledged principles. Its working bas been 
unique as itself-and thus far unusually successful. 
It has been misunderstood-perhaps in different di­
rections ; in one, as being more than it is ; in 
another, as being less. 

It seems, therefore, a good work to describe its 
workings. By its fruits ye may know it. Hence 
this volume. It describes the history and results of 
this ''system'' thus far--its trials and its triumphs­
nothing extenuating, and nothing set down in 
malice. It contains a somewhat minute account of 
Freewill Baptist developments in Nebraska, and so 
much of those in Kansas as is connected with said 
Cooperation. It contains also pictures of seyeral 
houses of worship built under this system, portraits 
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of seyeral of itc; workers, aud brief biographies of 
most of ·them. 

One of its more Yalnable features is perhaps not 
sufficiently pointed out elsewhere. It is the ready 
communication between all parts of the field, and 
the better understanding of the spirit, wants and 
prospects of all, gained through the medium of the 
visits of the cha irman of the executive committee to 
a 11 the quarterly meeting sessions and other visi t9' to 
all parts of the fie ld. By this means, measures are 
more intelligently and better adapted to circu m­
stances, forces are more effectiYely utilized and 
directed, unity and concentration more readily ~e­
cured, d ifficulties ayoided or remedied, and e:fficilncy 
promoted. 

As a whole, its promise lies mostly in the direc­
tion of quickening, utilizing and concentrati ug 
:;.;:1ttered or uon-assinulatiug forces, arousiug the 
lethargic, encourag ing the desponding, rcstrr. ia!ng 
the turbulent, and uniting the ineffecti\·e liltles into 
one unitary and powerful whole. Its danger is that 
of an excessive individualism, weak ening sympathy, 
repelling cooperation, pressi ng personal interest c r 
will at the expense of the cause, or uuwilling to re­
spect law and the judgment of the majori ty . 

The work has been written at some disadvantage, 
the printer putting it into type as fast as written, 
without the ordinary opportunity of amendment or 
re\'isal. A consequence is more or less inaccuracies 

of style and repetitions or omissions of matter. It 

has also been printed in a £mall, country printing 
office and on au old-style hand press, ·without many 
facili ties that would haye added to its mechanical 
excellence. It theretore partakes in these respect:; 
also of the ruggedness and lack of finish incideut 
to most pioneer work. As to its subject-matter, the 
author has had personal knowledge of most of that 
couceruing which he has written; and, making due 
allowance for miscouceptious, his statements are as 
nearly correct as s uch knowledge and au h oliest in .. 
ten tion can well make them. 

The \vork is commended to our brethren at home, 
to the denomination a t large, and to the world, as 
an example of what blessings God, in this western 
laud, "'ill bestow 0 11 well-directed, persistent cooperL 
atiou, assuming to undertake th:lt eYery church ha['4 
a preacher and every preacher a field-abm·e wJ1at 

cau be expected from random, intermittent, non-cou~ 
current efforts. 
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CHAPTER I. 

PREVIOUS HIS'rOR Y. 

lu the spiug of 1868, Revs. L. C. Chase and J. :M. 
Kayser, t~achers in Atwood Institute, Ohio, read 
from the Morn·i1tg Star a sentence, in substance as 
follows :-''By an act of the legislature, the capital 
of Nebraska has been removed from Omaha to Lin" 
coln, a point some forty miles \Yest of the Missouri 
rh·er." They " warmed up" oyer the theme, and 
planned for homes and church work in that distant 
:-,late. The more they talked, the more they 
\varmed up, and it was finally decided that 1\Ir. 
Chase should go and spy out the laud. 

H e went, wrote communications for the Star, 
pointing out at some length the promise of the new 
state and its new capital, resulting in bringing a 
number of Freewill Baptists into the State, among 
them Rev. H. B. Richey, a young mau of ability 
and promise, and his brother, Lawrence. Rev. Kay­
sor followed, visiting northern Kansas and east­
ern Nebraska. Finding some Freewill Baptists at 
Salem, Richardson county, a council, consisting of 
Revs. J. 1'1. Kayser, A. Cm·tis, then of Carson, Rati­
~as, and Prof. Francis \Vayland Dunn, of Hillsdale 

College, was convened, and May 23, 1869, organized 
a Freewill Baptist church there1 consisting of 1\ir, 

.. 

RICHEY. I"' .) 

and Mrs. F. A. Tisdale, :Mr. and :Mrs. E. H o'\\·e, D. 
A. Tisdale, P. Hall, W. W. Abbey, J . S. Davis and 
:Miss Hattie Fuller. :Mr. Kayser preached for them 
on the follo·wing Sunday; and, on April 9, I870, 

Rev. A. Curtis and wife became members of the 
church, and brother Curtis was elected pastor. In 
July following, Rev. R awson Dunn, D. D., and wife, 
also united with the church. 

In the mean time, Mr. Richey was preaching in 
Lancaster county, and organized a church of tweln: 
or fourteen members at Palmyra, which was speedi­
ly followed by the organization of the Salem q11ar· 
terly meeting, at Palmyra, Revs. Dunn, Richey and 
others being present. Bro. Richey taught school. 
worked 011 his homestead, and preached, so OYer­
working himself that his life paid the forfeit, in tht 
late winter of 187r-among the first of ourpioneer!-­
iu the state, and the first to fall. 

A little before his death, Rev. L. C. Chase, A. M. , 

came to Beatrice, aud took charge of the public 
schools of that city. By the advice of brother Cur­
tis and others, he resigned this position, upo11 
brother Richey's death, and took his place in the 
gospel field. Organizing Sunday schools and push­
ing out into ne'v fields, within a year, he organized 
a third church, at Bennett, which joined the Salem 
quarterly meeting. Brother Chase labored for some 
two .rears as pastor of the Palmyra and Bennett 
churches, laboring also at other points. But a fail­

ure of crops and failing health compelled him leave 

• 
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the field, and these two churchec:; eventually lost 
their visibility. Other churches, however, were 
raised up in Northern Kansas and united with the 
quarterly meeting, and it still lives, a member of the 
northern Kansas yearly meeting. * 

In the winter of 1876-7, a revival occurred in 
Cass county, a little west of Weeping Water, under 
the auspices of the close baptists and congregation­
alists, resulting in the conversion of a large number, 
many of whom, while being baptists, could not join 
the baptist church, on account of close communion. 
There w~re also several members of the baptist 
church who did not believe in that dogma. Hence, 
a committee was appointed to wait on Rev. Edward 
Root, who had not lonQ' before moved into the vi­
cinity. and request him to organize a Freewill Bap­
tist church, which he did, on March 25, r877, with 
nineteen members, called Centerville church. Rev. 
E. Root was elected Pastor, and remained such 
for ten years, with much success. Edward \Villiams 
and A. C. Beach were elected cleacons aud B. F. Al­
len clerk, all ren"aining such to the present time. 

The second Freewill Baptist house of worship in 
this state, the first being at Salt;m, was built and 
paid for by this church, and dedicated by Prof. 
Ransom Dunn, D. D. It is a very tasteful edifice. 

The Belmont church was organized in January, 
1874, with thirteen members. At one time, it num-

*We are indebted to Prof. Chase for the foregoing facts. 
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bered some seventy members, the result of an exten­
sive revival, in which Revs. Stone, Root and Lan­
sing participated. Soon after a heavy migration oc­
curred from that part of the country, carrying oft 
most of its members, reducing it to a weak interest, 
scarcely maintaining visibility. 

These churches were organized into the Cass 
couuty quarterly meeting, April ro, r88o, at Bel­
mont, B. F. Allen being elected clerk and I. Stone 
treasurer. The prominent workers in the quarterly 
meeting from the first have been Revs. E. Root and 
Isaac Stone, assisted somewhat, at intervals, by 
Revs. Peter Lansing, S. F . Smith and others * 

An account of brother Root's life is given else­
where. Brother Stone migrated from Indiana, 
where he was for a long time successfully associated 
·with Rev. I. Adkinson. as the hYo wheel-horses of 
the old Switzerland quarterly meeting. Since 
coming to Nebraska, like others, he has been much 
tied down to a fann ; but has done faithful service 
in the vicinity where he lives, and to some extent 

elsewhere. He was a prominent factor in the great 
revival at Grand View, in 1886. He is a stong and 
a good man, and the only regret is that he does not 
give hi lllself more fully to the work. He has been 
a member of the Nebraska legislature. 

About this time, Rev. S. F. Smith settled near 
Fairbury, in Jefferson county, and organized the 
*F .)r th"S' f t · 
:;10lle. ~.- tc s, I am tndebted to brother B. F. Allen and sister l!. P. 
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F airbury, Dry Branch and l\1arshall churches. Rev. 
r,·es Marks organized the Rose Creek ch urch , and 
these, with others in Kansas, were organized into the 
Jefferson quarterly meeting; and it, with other Kan­
sas quarterly meetings, were organized into the nor­
thern K.ansas and southern Nebraska yearly meet­
ing, in the fall of 1877 · At a later day, Mr. Smith 
also organized the Grand View church , now a pros­
per0us interest iu the Nemaha River quarterly meel­
i'lg. Subsequent changes are narra ted else·where. 

Rev. Ives ~larks organized a church just across 
the line in Kansas, called Oak Creek. ReY. J. L. 
Elliott soon after organized another, some tweuty­
fiye miles distant in Nebraska, named Batiu. These, 
both in the country, were organized into the Batiu 
quarterly meeting, and C. H . Fahudricll , a Gennan 
brother, ordained to the ministry by Dr. Elliott. 

Rev. A. ~1. Totman also organized a dmrch at 
Aurora, in Hamilton county, in I870, that eyentu­
ally became incorporated into the Nebraska yearly 
meeting. 

Rev. Ives Marks, now dead, was an able, de,·oted , 
conscientious and efficient, though eccentric, minis­
ter in this antecedent period. Rev. Peter Lansi ng, 
an old and true yeteran, also contributed much , aud 
still lingers on the Yerge of heaYen . 

• -

CHAPTER II. 

ORGANIZATIO~. 

\Vhat was then the Northern Kansas and South­
ern Nebraska Yearly lvieeting held its seventh 
annual session, September 7-9, r883, at Fairview, 
in Republic county, Kansas. Cass county q uarlerl y 
meeting was represented by Revs. Edward Root 
and Rolland N. Bouck, the latter then only just 
licensed to preach. The Ba.tin quarterly meeting 
was represented by A. D. Williams, who was autho­
rized by the quarterly meeting, either to ask admis­
sion to the yearly meeting or to unite with the Cass 
county quarterly meeting in forming a new yearly · 
meeting, as might seem most advisable after con­
sulting with the other parties interested. 

Upou conferring with 11essrs. Root and Bouck. 
they at once expressed themselves favorable to the 
organization of a new yearly meeting. Their dis­
tance away was so great that their connection with 
the existing yearly meeting was scarcely more than 
nominal, and a smaller body nearer together seemed 
preferable to the larger but so distant one with 
which the connection was so slight-while' there 
was reason to expect more or less growth. At a 

2 

.. 
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yearl~ · meeting nominally held within the C:lSs 
county quarterly meeting, previously, ouly one del· 
egate, (Rev. S. F. Smith,) was present from the 
other quarterly meetings. 

The matter was then referred to the yearly meet­
ing conference, which appointed Revs. Ruel Cooley, 
a visiting brother from Wisconsin, S. F. Smith and 
E. E. H arvey a committee to consider the propriety 
of a new organization. This com.mittee gave the 
subject rua.ture and careful consideration, and report­
ed uuanimously in bvor of au organ1zatio11 in Ne­
braska, to consist of the Cass county aad Batin 
quarterly meetings. This reporl W:.lS also unani­
mously adopted by the conference, and Revs. I. 1~. 

f3raclbury, E. E. Han·ey, S. F. S;;:1ith, H. \V. 
Morse and E. A. Phillips were appoiated a council 
to consummate the organization. 

r. 1 . • This council proceeded to a care.tu exanunat1011 
as to the fellowship, doctrine and usages of the 
quarterly meetings, and fotmd all satisfactory. 
They then proceeded to recogniz~ the two quarterly 
meetings as a year1y meeting, tn ler the name of 
the Nebraska Yearly :Meeting, Rev. S. F. Smith 
giving the Hanel of F ellowship, aucl Father H. \V. 
Morse making the Consecrating Prayer. Both parts 
of this exercise were very appropriate and touching 
- Revs. :Morse and Smith being both Yeterans in 
,;.,·estern pioneer service, and gavt:: uttcrencc to their 
d~cp and strouti sympathy, and their earnest faith 
in the ultimate efficiency of the new organization . 

• 

'I'REATIS~ A'DOP"TED. ~) 

~he new yearly meeting then elected Rev. Ed­
'\vard Root moderator and ReY. R. N. Bouck clerk. 
The yearly meeting constitutiou in the Treatise was 
read, considered, aud adopted, except the second 
article, touching repr-esentation, and the last article, 
~onceruing alteratiOJl or amendment. These were 
left open for the consideration of a subsequent meet· 
ing, when it was an ticipated there would be a 
larcge.r representation, aud a lso to give time for more 
mature cru1sideration. 

-It was a1so thought that means should be adopted 
to seoure .a •doser cooperation and greater unity of 
action, nwre fu.lly concentrating and utilizing the 
f0rces both @( the ministry and the churches-that , 
as far as possible, nothing be lost On these points, 
there \Yas entire unity of sentiment and feeling, and 
ReYs. A. D. \Villiams, Edward Root, ]. L. Elliott, 
.:-u .. D., \V. H. Edger and A. ~f. Totman were ap­
pomted ''a standing mis~ionary committee the 
chainnau to be superintendent of missions f;r the 
~tate, and to ha,·e general charo-e of missionary 

• 0 

~p-erat10ns, the others to be ad,·isers in their respec~ 
t'!'\ e quarterly meetings or vicinities.'' * 

· A reque!)t was made for admission to the Freewill 
Baptist General Conference, a session of which was 
t~ mee.t in October of the same year, at Minneapo~ 
li!l, ~fmnesota 'lud A D ·n r·11· 
~ . . , ~ . . n 1 1ams, D. D., " 'as 
appollltea delegate to the same, -.;yith Rev. Edward 
Root as alten1ate. 

._\'e&rly ::\l~o:\:tiug Record~. 
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F eeling that there might be need of an extra 
session before the time of a regular annual session , 
the conference adjourned, '' to meet at such time and 
place as the moderator shall call.'' * 

The two quarterly meetings entering into this 
organization were composed of two churches each­
Centreville and Belmont in the Cass county quarter­
ly meeting, and Batin and Oak Creek iu the Batin. 
Of these the Centreville was in a country commu­
nity, with a respectable house of worship, costing 
about a thousand dollars, and Yirtually paid for. 
Its membership were mostly fairly well-to-do farm­
ers, and held a strong and commanding influence in 
that community. The Belmont church had suffered 
heavily by emigration, and had become reduced 
practically to a small and weak band. The Batin 
church was in a back settlement, inhabited largely 
by Bohemian Catholics. It was, however , prosper­
ing under the pastoral labors of Dr. J. L. Elliott, 
until it included the larger portion of the scattered 
American population of the vicinity. The Bohe­
mians soon succeeded in turning them out of the 
(sod) school house, and Dr. Elliott, through age 
and infirmity, and who lived at a distance, found 
himself unable to keep up appointments-since 
which time the church has not flourished. The 
Oak Creek church had even then been virtually 
broken up by the Free Methodists-deacon \Voods, 
however, sticking bravely to the wreck. The whole 
• ''Yearly Meeting Records. 
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A FRAIL BARK. 25 
four churches nominally had 93 membt:rs-Centr~­
Yille .. p , Belmont 27, Batin 18, and Oak Creek 7_ 

only about half of whom were practically effecth·e. 
It \Yas rather a frail bark. \Ve shall see what be-
came of it. 

• 
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CHAPTER IlL 

AT GENE.RAL CONFEREKCE. 

The General Conference at Minneapolis readily 
admitted the wee sister, brethren S. F. Smith and 
J. S. Manning especially interesting Lhemseb:es in. 
her behalf. 

Her delegate, feeling the neecl of more denomina­
tional efficiency in church extension work, drew ll? 

a petition b the Conference~ asking the establishing 
of a special and separate church extension society or 
agency, as in other denominations, r.ncl sccm·cd the 
signatures thereto, besides others, of thr~e-fourths of 
the members of the Conference. Bnt it soon becane 
apparent that a number: of leading members, inc!ud­
nCT the controlling influence in the parent home 0 

mission board, were strongly aye-:se to any separate 
agency. Th::! petition was referred to a hostile cOI:1-
mittec, and the outcome l\"tl.S only a re.comm.cnd.a­
liou that the home nris.:>ion board inaugurate n 
special chm-ch extensio11 moyement-that thus fJ.r 
has not beeu a brilliant suc~ss. At tT1e same time~ 
the 1\'ebraska delegate, mthout his k:1mYledge, WaS 

made a ta~mb~r of th(! home mission hoard-as so:;te 
western members ~t·-;pectecl, perhaps \':ithot:.t catu;e., 

AN APPROPRIATIOK . 

to buy him off. At all e\~ents. if this 'l£'as the object, 
it failed of its purpose. 

\Vhen the board came to act on the appropriations 
for the coming year, an appropriation of $200 was 
asked toward erecting a house of worship at Kene­
saw, Nebmska. On one pretext and another, the 
application was put off until all the other cases 
were disposed of, when a motion was made to 
adjourn; whereupon the Nebraska member, with 
some \Yarmth, said the board should never adjourn 
with his consent until the Kenesaw case was acted 
on. After some sharp words, the appropriation was 
made. One of t11e officials of the board afterwards 
5aid-"I rather guess it ct•as the intention to ad­
journ without acting on that case., 

The appropriation hmYe-\'er was a turning point 
in Xebraska matters. Had it not been made, it is 
Yirtually certain that up to this day there "·ouh.l 
neither h~we been a Freewill Baptist house of wor­
ship, nor church, at Kenesaw; and, without a start 
at Rene.sa\\\ and with such a rebuff from the board 
as such an adjournment 'vould have been, it is more 
than probable that 110 effecti \·e movement would 
haye been made anywhere in the state. 

. But, all is well that end') well, and the appropria­
tJon pron~d nn inspiration to our feeble forces. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

AN EXTRA SESSION. 

After consultation and correspondence with most 
of the Freewill Baptists known to be in the state, it 
was deemed best to have an extra session of the 
yearly meeting. Accordingly, Father Root called 
au extra session, through the Jlf"orning Star and 
Free Baptist, and also by private notice, to meet at 
Kenesaw, Adams county, Nebraska, December 14, 

1883. 
In the mean time, a church that had been organ-

ized some time before by Rev. A. M. Totman at 
Aurora, but had been weakened by the removal of 
Bro. Totman and other members, was somewhat 
revived, and services resumed. Some ten or twelve 
members, much scattered, were found, and others 
afterward gathered up. A church of ten mem­
hers was also organized November 18, 1883, at 
Kenesaw, and delegates from these two churches 
met at Aurora, the first Saturday in December, 
1883, and were orga~ized into a quarterly meeting, 
m1.med the Hastings Quarterly Meeting, Rev. S. F. 
Smith acting as council in the organization. Hou. 
B. F. Isaman was elected standing clerk, Bro. 

AN EXTRA SESSION . 

Smith preached a powerfUl sermon to a large con­
gregation on Sunday morning, in the Presbyterian 
meeting house, which had been kindly opened for 
the occasion. This body sent delegates and asked 
admissiOn into the yearly meeting, at the extra 
session, and were cordially received. 

The attendance at this extra session was very 
encouraging. There were Revs, Edward Root, 
Isaac Stone and R. N. Bouck from the Cass county 
-quarterly meeting, Rev. ] . L. Elliott, 1\I. D., from 
the Batin quarterly meeting, and Hon, B. F. Isa­
man, Dea. Lewis Currier, James Currier and A . D, 
Williams from the Hastings quarterly meeting, 
with Rev. W. H. Edger from within its bounds. 
The meeting was in all respects a harmonious and 
encouraging one, the brethren going away saying it 
was a better meeting than they had anticipated, 
and encouraged with the prospect for the f\ltnre . 
Father Root was re.elected moderator. 

The question of cooperation and of the best 
utilizing of our forces, which had been considered 
and partially acted on at the organization, had also 
been a topic of discussion at nearly or quite every 
formal or chance meeting of Freewill Baptists within 
our borders after that time. It was found that 
there was hut one sentiment on the subject, and 
that was in favor of a closer cooperation, that 
should more fully unify and utilize our forces, and 
as far as possible provide every field with a preacher 
and every preacher with a field, in harmony with 
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our denominational usages. and avoiding vexations 
and mischievous interregnums, as well as unneces­
sary and expensive removals. 

Accordingly, the whole history and usages of our 
denomination were closely canvassed, to find what 
·would meet the case, and so should be in some 
sense a new departure, and yet should not be a new 
departure in the sense of not being justified by pre­
vious and admitted usage. 

It was found that Randall, and the Fathers and 
brethren contemporary with him, had been accus­
tomed at their yearly and quarterly meetings-the 
preachers on their own behalf and the lay-brethren 
on behalf of their churches-to consider how the 
churches could best be supplied until the next meet­
ing, and how the preachers could best be employed, 
ending sometimes with au ''agreed'' and sometimes 
less formally that one preacher should supply at a 
certain place or places and the others at others. 

It was found also that a similar and almost iden­
tical practice had prevailed in various other parts of 
the denomination, \vithin the memory and personal 
knowledge of some of our own number. \Ve had 
some of us been parties to such arrangements. It 

was moreO\·er found that no question had e\·er been 
raised by any of our bodies of the propriety of such 

a proceednre. It had been practised by "The 
Fathers," it had heen practiced in l2ter times, 1:1 
widely ceparated placec;, without question, end hc.tl 
nhravs l;ecn ccl~1!!1Cndcd rather than otterwisc. 

~ 

WliY? 

Why, then~ might we not practice regularly and 
systematically what they had practiced ·without 
formal proclamation, and sometimes with more or 
less protracted intervals Neither the frequency 
nor the formality, or the lack of them. could have: 
anything to do with underlying principles. If it 
was right at all, and did not violate denominational 
principles in one case, neither would it in any 
other. If it was not only right but commendable. 
when done spontaneously and without system) 
surely it were even better to be properly promulgat­
ed and carried out with au understood regularity 
nnd system. On this point, then, there seems to be 
no room for dispute. Formally to adopt such a 
cooperating arrangement, would only be to add 
s~ stem to an unquestioned usage, as old and almost 
as wide as the denomination. itself. 

And then, the churches being independent, and 
llaYit•g an tu~qt:e~fonable right to act in r:ny £iYen 

case as ~eemed to them best, • and to act either as a 
~'hole, or by committees or delegates, there is noth­
lng to hinder even the employment of a pastor 
through a committee or delegation appointed by 
themselYes £ th T . . or e purpose. he 1Imneapohs 
church once sent a single one of itc; members a 
thousand miles to employ a pastor at his discretion, 
and no one t "tl · d . o; us ay ever raised a question of the 
r~ghtfu.lness or even the expediency of the transac-
hon Otl . '1 · 1er sun: ar occurrences , inYO!\·ing the 
~ame · · pnnc1ple, have frequc!ttiy ccet:rred ~tuong us. 
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and equally without a whisper of question of their 
propriety~ · But, if one ·church may properly thus 
do, · then there is nothing to prevent two or· more 
churches uniti~g. -and employing committees~ or 

. evet1 the sanie co1nmittee, to secure them a common 
pastor, or. differe-nt pastors, :as . they may elect_. 
And if these prinCiples are correct, · there is nothing 
to prevent the· churches empowering their delega·· 

· tiou to the qu~rterly or yearly meeting to act in the 
same nlanner in securing pastors for themselves . , . 
alone, or in conjunction with other churches .. And, 
if they may do this in any one case, they may do it 
in two or 111ore. or in as 1nany as they choose. And, 

- . 
if they· niay do this in a~ ·mauy instances as they 
choose, tlteri clearly· they may· choose to. do it con~ 
stantly, and by ~ mutual regulation with ~ many 
other churches as choose to enter U!to this arrange~ 

. .... . . 
·ment, or cooperation, with them.. If not., where _lS 

the ·boasted indepe1Jdence of our ·churches? To l 
. . ,, 

detty this right to them, is to set up· over them au 
1

. 

Jntangible and irresponsible dictatorship, against 1 
which they may not rebel. and from whose dictum .. '~: 
:they may ·not depart. I 
. Such a system is a very different thing from the 
:Methodist system. With · them, the· stationing 
power-the bishop and the ·presiding elders-is 
entirely an ~xtraneous · one. ·The ·General Confer· 
ence elects the bishop. and he appoints the presid· 
!ng elders; and neither of the parties interested- ' 
the preachers and the people-haveatiy ·voice in the 

I 

:! 

A MUTUAL CONTRACT. jj 

matter. On. the other hand. and exa~tly the re7 
\"erse, no. extraneous power has anything to do with. 
the matter under this method .. - T.he_preachers,. one· 
of the parties to the arrangement, and the churches 
by their representatives, the other. party, ~orne to-:: 

gethcr and mutually enter into an arrangement for 
their commo~ good. It differs in no respect in . 
principle from tbe ordinary single engagement 
between preachers· and people. It differs only, in 
method. 
·The preachers, at one and the same time-rather· 

than one at rt time-meet the representatives of an 
indefinite number of churches. . The churches, also, 
find an indefinite number of preachers at the same 
time and place, ~rom among whom to select the . 
man they. like best .. They may ·find some other 
church wanting him. But. th~t is· only what hap­
pens under any . method.. The preacher . may ·not 

· secure the· place he wants. . Neither. may he under 
the ordinary method. . This method avoids · a great 
loss of time and money to the preacher in "candi­
dating," and to the churches in hunting candidates,. 
and saves both parties another often greater loss, 
both pecuniarily and spiritually, in delays between 
e~gagements. 

· Another material advant~ge is in mut~al co~nsel. 
All congregational bodies believe in . ''cottndls,' • 

·both for beginning and ending ministerial engage­
ments. · · They do not always practice it-though it 
were. better: if they. did.. But they all believe in it. 

• 

• 
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It i3 etigra'fted into the usage of then). aU. ·Now· 
h-ere is the best possible "conncil)t-al1 the · ~ctive, · 
wor~ing pTeachcrs- ·and representatives from all th~ . 
d1urtb:es, itt the district included-all the wisdom 
:and experience and grace of the whole body, to . 
~ounsel each preacher ~nd each church in this very 
tnost important matter for which councils are called, 
and hi which they are of the most value. 

Practically, after all., perhaps one of the greatest 
advantages is that of more fully unifyiug and utiliz ... 
in <Y ·.both forces and opportunities. Places are· 

0 . 

found for preachers, where they may be usefull who 
othenvise would lm. ve remained unemployed and 
idle.' In other cases, they are counseled and assist~ 
ed to places where they will' be useful, when other- · 
wise they . might ·have remained where usefulness 
'~'ould not be attain~d. ·Preachers also nre fuund 
for churches that otherwise would have remained 
pastorless, or churches counseled to preac~ers who 
'"ill be more efficient. than wotild otherwise · have 
been secured. The world is full of men in· wrong · 
places. :·· Blessed, everywhere and evermore, is the · 
agency that assists the right man to the right place. 
And so, agencies are utilized and opportunities 
improved, where but for such coo_?erati~u much 

··' less would be accomplished, / 
:Moreover, it has bee11 the sad experience of the . 

denomination to lose a · large amount of ch.urch 
property through lack of efficiency and denomina­
~ioual' loyalty. · Forty · thousand dollars ·of hardly-.: 

. . . 
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gathered dollars from all parts of the \Vest went · 
this way in Chicago. Kewanee, and we are told on 
the best authority "more than a score" of others

1 
in: 

Illinois alone,* present a similarly disheartening · 
record-a record that of itself alone ought to be a . 

*Concerning things in Iilinois, one who knows says:- . 
Tit~ plan a~ present being pursued by the ~llinois Yearly 

Meehrtg relative to churches and parsonages ts as follows: 
I. All property is beirtg transferr.ed from the hauds of 

the local Trustees of the church to the Board of Trustees of 
Jhe· Yearly Meeting. . . · 

II. All property cowing into our hartds, such as churches 
~ild donations for all purposes connected \'\lith church work, 
IS lodged in the bands of the Yearly Meeting Board, and by 
them to be held in trust: 

Ist. For the use and benefit of the local church where 
situated · · · · ; 

z~d. · For t.J;e use and 'benefit of the Yearly 1\.fee~ing, 
subJect to the m corporated rules of the Board. . ' 
. The. reasons for this course are for the purpose of secur­
mg Satd property from loss to us in case of any failure lliat 
may overtake the local church. -
Th~t such failures have resulted in losses in our Yearly 

1\~eettng are shown by reference to many facts connected 
With local interests. · . 
h The church at Kewanee is in point. Here the church 

ad a mem~er~hip of 53, the church was out of debt, and 
~ad mo~ey 1n 1ts Treasury. Dut owiug to local dissensions 
~tsfl.pulptt became vacant, and dissatisfied parties used their 
}

11 yence, which resulted in the sale of the property, and 
hor ess than one half of its cost. The church was thereby 
1 opelessly scatte~ed. The funds are now in the hands of . 
0°cal 1

1 
rustees, wtth no huma n prospect that their success-

rs ~1 1 .ever be elected. . · · 
b Thts ls only one case where had the church building 
e~n held by the Yearly Meeting we could to-day have had 

~s roug and flourishin~ church, wb~r~as we have only a * 
11\~n~ment of Free Baptist folly. Thts ts but one of a large · snf1 

er. I refer to Quincy, Fairbury, Minden, Chicago, 
oem, and a score of others that might be nlentioned. 

be ur plan h as a double effect: · Jst. The property cannot 
Yeasfuander~d or disposed of without the consent of the 
tour-~ .M:ee~tng, after careful consideration ; 2nd. It serves 
'ViseU: Y us tn our work. True we sometimes feel it t o be 0 make a change, and sometimes to sell a church, as 

. . 

·. 

• 
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sufficient reasou for calling a halt, and adopting a 
safer and better policy. But Illinois is not alone. 
All through the West, at least, are scattered ihonu­
ments of Freewill Baptist folly, in first raisiug 
money by the hardest, and then committiug it to a 
managing policy by which it lias been lost, It is 
sad to speak of these facts, But their contempla~ 
tion is essential to the seeking and the finding of a 

remedy. 
In some instances, especially where the parent 

home mission board has given material aid, safety 
has been sought in deeding the property in tntst to 
that body. This secures safety from loss of the 
property. But the board is too distant and its 
members too unfamiliar with local circumstances, to 
operate with sufficient efficiency iu its management 
-working to the detriment of local interests. Some 
middle course is obviously needed, that shall both 
save the property, and still in the best manner 
subserve local interests. 

Evidently this is to be found in some body that is 
near enough at hand to understand the wants of 
the community for which it is raised, and tntst­
worthy enough both to preserve the property and to 
see that it is faithfully used for its intended purpose. 

_. About as evidently the Yearly 1v.Ieeting meets the 
necessities of the case more nearly than any other 

in the case of H amilton i but the money is safe to build at 
some other point, where we can and do hope, and expect, 
to succeed.-}. S. DINSMORE, in WESTERN FREE BAPTIST 
for ]au. 1886. 

GENERAL AGENCIES. 
39 

body amoug us. Not only do churches frequently 
fail, but the same is true of quarterly meeting··. 
But the yearly meeting seldom faib-ueed never do 

~o, and almost certainly uever would, were such 
Interests and agencies committe~! to its tnt t. I f it:-; 
c~urches or qu~uterly meetiugs fail, the safe posscs-
5Iou of_ their accumulated funds would be an ageucy 
by whtch new interests ·wo11ld be built up and the 
cause be made to pro::per-whcre othenYise in such 
:l case all would be lost. 

Es!)ecially will this b~ true where the yearly 
meetmg keeps some acti\~e agcucy in the £eld, to 

~arch O\·er un~ car-e for all its several iuteres: s. 
• uch agency wtll know the wants of all its nl(DI ­

hcn-;, and cannot well fail to b~ composed of st:ch 
l!ten a'> will honestly aud faithfully guard and p1 o . 
mot~ the interests of all. Or, if some unworthy or 

t~nfatthful ~a.u _should get into such a position !he 
) early session IS always not far off aud th ' an 

1 
. , .. , rougn 

, nun elcctlons, will displace bhn. Nor could one 

~uch lllJ.u, or even hvo, do auy material harnl before 
1Iewot 1dl · .. 
. It je superseded; whlle It Wlll be very seldu:cl 
mdeed ttlat . . 1 e\ eu one su.ch w1ll secnre a place tllerc. 

1
T
1

l:c value of such au agency, no matter what } ' OU 
ca It · · 

h ~ nuc;sionary committee or board, executive 
COt~l!llittee ·1 . . 

. ' or " 1at you please, 1s conung to 1 • 
WH.le! .£! J . ~ C 

Y e t, not only 111 the \\'est, but everyw]Jere 
an<lthl:! s·I'Y f . ' 

. l~us o the tunes plainly indicate that itc; 
Uec~··stt. ..1 
It ·· } wu hereafler be even more strongly felt 

CU!1'10t \·ery 11 h . 
· we elp becoming a settled feature 

J 
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of at least all our western yearly meetings-recog· 

n izerl as something of the kind virtually is both by 
our Treatise and the later action of the General 

Conference. 
Y Lt eYen such an agencY needs to haYe a head. 

lie may be called Yearly Meeting :Missionary, or by 
some other name, But be needs to know the wauts 

alike of every field--needs to be ready to respond ta 
e\·ery emergency anywhere-needs to be ready to 
heal difficu1ties, ai1d still better to preveut them­
needs be at hand to help discouraged pastors, and to 

'Hh·isc, encourage and help those ''ho may haYe no 
pastor-1-"\eeds to be a medium of ~ommtmication 
allCl a:-.-:Sistaitc·e bet)Yeen all parts of the field aDd the 
central agency, or board. Even the Congregation-= 
ulists find need for s uch a man, and their "State 
1\lissionary," in many states at least, while nomin-' 
ally having no autbority, actually ·wields more 
power than the Episcopal bishop of the same field­
and almost inYariably for good; and it is largely 
this that bas gi\·en them such wonderful success ir} 

Nebraska and elsewhere, 
All these, and other considerations, hac1 Geei1 

patiently and fully canvassed before the extra ses­
sion, and had resulted in an entire unanimity as to 
the substance of what was best to be done. Ac­
cordingly when the brethren came together, one of 
the first things was to appoint A. D. \Villiams, \V, 
H. Edger and Isaac Stone a committee ''to take 

}nto consideration the subject of cooperat.io» in 

NA:\lltS. . . ' 
l1\llll<5te~IQ1 work." * This committee subsequent· 
ly tm:lmmously reported in favor of what was called 
a "Systeni of Cooperation." Not much thouo-ht 
was gh·en Lo B 0 

. • l a name. ut there was so much de--
~-lre fo: , 'system'' ou the one hand and for ''co· 
-operatiOn.' on the other, that the name Yirtually 
~uggested itself, aud was adopted by a general 
~pontaueity. 

_ .. fhe name of the central board-Executive Com· 
lmttee-p:obably grew out of the fact that one of 
the commtttee reporting this "system" had tl • 
t t recen y 
e. ttnied from General Conference, where he roomed 

With seYeral Rhode Islander~ and heard considera­
ble about an "Execn.ti\~e Committee" among them 
whose powers and duties as to Hmission,. interes~ 
were substantially identical with what we gave to 
our committee as to all our interests-for among us 
are they not ll '' . . . 

. a nuss10n " Interests? And what 
had rec~tYed the sanction of such good authority 
could hardly b · . e questioned anywhere . and what 
\'tolated u · · ' 

. o prmclple, ancl was in harmony with our 
Usages as to · · · 
1 ' mtsston lllterests, could certainly vio· 
ate no · · 1 ·._ . pnnctp e as to any interest that interest 

IJelll CY ·n· 1 

by it~ Wt mg and ready to adopt and be governed 

This "sy t , . 
l.. . s em was constdered and acted on sec-

1011 by section d d . 
. ' an a opted by a unan1mous vote 

--e\ery Freewill B t' 
~rtt' 1 . ap 1st present voting. Then the 

c em the T ti" ........ - rea se concerning amendments was 
lo:early Mee-thtg Records. 
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al:)o adopted, and so the whole Constitution l!l the 
Treatise, with the t!IOdifi.cation of the second article 
as to representation, as is almost always done, was 
adopted. Thus it will be seen that the System of 
Coop:;ratio~ does away with nothing in the Treatise, 
accepting and using it all to the fullest extent, and 
the ''system'' has the. same basi~ a!.t the vn.rion~ 
regulations, more or less, that are adopted by all 
our quarterly and yearly meeliugs, beyond what i:; 

found in the Treatise. 
The following is the Sy:5tem of Co0peration a~ 

then adopted. 
SYSTEl\I OF CO-OJ:l:ER..o\.TION. 

CO~£POSITIO~ OF THZ CO~r:rm.r:NCJ'. 

AR'l'. 2. (Of Constitution.) The Conference of iliis \\~ady 
l\leeling shn 11 .consiBt (!) o~ ~elegates from Ute !><:\'o2ra:t 
Quarterly )!eetmgs of wmch 1t 1s compo5\ed! every QnarU:r­
ly 1\Ieeting bein~ entitled to oue deh:gate irom each of tts 
constituent churches of teu mci;lbc!'S or lcs!i, and one for 
each additional bventy members, and ( 2 ) of a.ll or~:ti1:ed or 
licensed preachers who take work under the dtrectlOrt of the 
Yearly Meeting. 

POWHRS A~D DuTIES OF THJt CONFERgNCB. 

ART. 3· The Conference, at or near. the openit.tg of each 
annual session., shall elect an. ExecntlYe Conmnttee of at 
lea-st five memllers, but who shall hold th<;ir offi.ces until 
sue!ccssors are elected and enter upon thetr dulles, who 
shall perform t!1e following duties: 

(1.) Shall be the legal corporation of the Yearly :Meet­
ing, under sections -to, 41, 42, 43 and. 44 of lJtc statutes of 
the state of Nebraska on corporat10ns, wttll the corpo­
rate name of the Ex:ecutiYe Commitlee of Ute Nebraska 
Yearly Meeting of Free"'cill Baptists. 

To be a Board of Missions and Cl:.~rch Exto:~:cn, to 
secttre, hold, use and convey funds, in .money, h<;lUses . or 
lands, for the propagation. of the Go~pe t m connection wtth 
the Free or Freewill Baptst deuommat10n, and to ~:>ecun. 

• 

• 
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l.anns and crect houses o f v;orship, parsona()"es school or 
other lJu:ldiu.ss, for said denomination. In ~11 ~ascs where 
it affords aid for such purposes the deetls or other title to 
such property shall be held in trust bv said Committee for 
the churches or purpos~.:s for "'hich it ,\-as secured. nut the 
Committe~ shalt have 1~0 po,,·e_r to convey property securtd 
for any CJ.!urch or ~octely, wtthout a legal vole of said 
churc~1 or ~o~icty, and not then so ~s to divert the 1)roperty 
from 1ts ongmal p~rpose, unless satd church or soctety has 
become ext111cl, wtth no prospect of resuscitation-of which 
the Committee shall be judge - or has taken itself out of the 
denolll;iuatioll,. without. a _rensona.ble prospect of another 
Frecw1ll Baptist orgamzaltcn lakmg 1ts place-of which 
the Committee shall also be judge ; in which cases the 
~xecutivc Colllmitlee Ulay, if it deems it best for the c~use, 
dtspose of the property, or any part thereof, and dcYote the 
proceeds to a s:lllilar purpose m some other locality. 

To receive, hold, manage, use, control or convey auy 
property eutrustecllo the Yearly Meeting for any purpose, 
m accordance and only in accordance w1th U1e purpose of 
the donors. 

(2.) Shall arrange a schedule of fields of labor for all 
the preachers belour;ing lo the Conference, and. if possible, 
prov:de preaching for all the churches of the YearlY :Meet­
ing. or promisin!! f!eltls within its bounds for raising up 
churches, aud report the same for each annual Conference 
11ear its close, for it'> adoption or modification, and between 
th.e ~essi?ns of Ute Conference it shall adjust and direct all 
nnmstenal changes or supplies. 

ART. 4· It shall be U1e duty of ilie Executive Col1lllli1tee 
to appoint one of its members as Treasurer, in whose hands 
~11 funclc; entrust~d lo the Ye~rly :Meetiug .shall be _placed, 
and who shall gJ\•e bonds satisfactory to the Corunnttee in 
an amount as ncar as may he double the sum that will 
~.orne into his hands, and said Committee may from time lo 
luue require new or increased bonds. 
A~T. 5· It shall be the duty of the Chairman of the Ex­

e.cuttYe Committee l<> exercise a general superdsiou over 
the whole field occupied by the Yearly Meeting, to attend 
ea~h .session of each quarterly meeting, to labor for the 
bu?lcltng up of churches, for the erection of llo~tses of wor­
shlp, p~rsonages, etc., for the healing of diti1culties, for 
pro.motmg fidelity and devotion in Christian work, and to 
tnctte the churches to gi\·e proper support to the ministry. 
lie ~hall also, in his Yisits at ditferent poil~ts, take np col­
lechons to supply the Committee with funds for the ad­
\'aJJceruent of the Gospel. 

• 
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ART. 6. A preacher may become a member of the Con­
ference by vote of the Conference, an<l it shall be the duty ' 
of each preacher in the Conference to accept and faithfully 
labor in the field assigned him by the Conference or Execr 
utive Committee, and a failure to do so shall forfeit his 
e.x-officio membership in the Conf~rence. It shall e<I.ually 
be the duty of each church to recetve the preacher assigned 
to it, and co:·peratt heartily with him iu building up the 
cause, and shall contribute for his support as the Lorcl has 
prospered them. 

ART. 7· All the preachers of the Conference shall be 
subject tc an annual examination as to thdr christian and 
ministerial character, and any one whose character is not 
passed at the annual meeting shall not be considered in 
good standing, unless he make satisfactory explanation or 
amends to the Executive Committee. · 

ART. 8. Each preacher in the Conference shall pursue 
such a couuse of st:Jtly as shall be indicated by the Confer­
ence, and shall be examined in the same at the annual 
sessions, under the direction of the Confet·ence. 

ART. 9· It is the duty of each church in the Yearly 
Meeting to appoint a Committee on Finance, to see that 
proper compensation is secured for its preacher , and that 
funds are provided for other proper expenses. . . · 

ART. to. In building houses of worship, parsonagt:s, etc., 
it is the duty of tile whole body to ass1st. each church in 
tum, under the directioti of the Executive Committee, con-

. centrating for the time on one place, or a few places, and 
so making the work lighter and easier for llll, and .. also· 
surer of success. 

ART. II . It is the duty of scattered brethren to join the 
church most convenient to them, and to met.t wiU1 it as 
often as practi< able, and help it, as well as the .Yearly 
1\Ieeting at large, as far as their circumstances ,,.ill r:ern1it. 

ART. 17. It is the duty of the brethren generally to sup· 
ply the E-xecutive Committee with funds for the advance-·· 
ment of the Gospel, and in the disposition of their property 
by will to devote a goodly portion to the same puq;:cse • . 
according to the following 

FORM OF :EEQUEST. 

I hereby give and bequeath to the Execut~ve Committee, 
of the Nebraska Yearly .Meeting of Freewill far.fsts, a 
Corporation under the Statutes of the State of Nebras-
1-.a, the sum of Dollars, to be used by 
said Committee fer the PropagaHou of the Gc~fel (or as a 

· .I) 
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Perlllanent Fund, the interest only to be used for the propa­
gation of the Gospel, ) in said State of Nebraska , in connec- · 
tion with the aforesaid :Freewill Baptist denomination. 

Upon the adoption of . this system, the conference 
. proceeded to elect a chain11an of the executive cot~l­
mittee by ballot, A. ·D. \Villiams receivh1g five 
votes, E. Root one at1d \V. H. E~ger one,· ,,·here· 
upon · the election of A. D~ \Villiams. was made 
unanimous . . Edward Root, J. L. Elliott, \V. H. 
E1ger and A. 11. Totman · were elected the oth­
er members of the .. executive cDmmittee . . 

·The fol!owiug 'Address was also adopted. and or­
dered circulated among tbe brethred~ 

ADD RUSS. 

DEAR BRE'tHREN OF THE NEDRASKA YEARLY.MBI:.'TIXC: 
-The foregoing System of Co operation "\Yas adopted at th.e · 

. late ~essiou of the Yearly Meeting at Kenesaw, with f.'Teat 
nnantmity. It is the conviction of all that it will tend both 
to the .more effective use of our ministerial -force, · and also 
to the more adequate supply of the churches with preachit.l.!{ 
a~1d .J:>astorallabor. It 1s confidently believed that yotl w1ll 
gJ.Ye 1t a fair and thorough trial. If it is good, vie aU ·want 
the full benefit of it. If it is bad-as we fully belieyc it i~ 
no~-it~ inadeqpat~ness would best be shown by the failure 
of It afLer such honest and. hearty. trial-such as we. confi~ 
dent1y expect you will give it. .. •. . . . . ... .. . 

The J>t(H;pects before us a.r~ better thau ~·er b~fore in the 
~tate. There is a general a.·wakeniug among our breU1ren, 
and. a lott~ittg for . c:oopera~iou among the people of their 
chot~e. Churches are springing up in several localities, and . 
~pemugs for others are apparent. . Scattered. brethren. are · 
<•18POSe(l_to come together i11to churches, e'\'eli from consid­
e!'abt~ d)Stance. Other Christians are inquiring after our 
(1octnnes and usages, and are almost astonished to find 
l~ow nearly our sentiments accord with their own . com·ic­
~.ons. De-st of all, the unconverted in many localities seem 

lSposed to listen to our call for a converted heart, a con-
1ecratcd life. and the workings of a free gospel. Free· ·will: 
ree cotnmunion, free gr.ace, and a free sah ·ation, a!e· y.-el­

.cpme sou~ds to many thirsty ~ouls. 

• 
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\\'e therefore ask that vou receive the laborers that mar 
lle sent you with all ]o,'e -;tnc1 the mos~ hea~t,y co~peratiou. 
.\id them bv your presence at their mtntstrattons. and 
l::;pecially i)y your laithful participation in the social 
sen·ices, Ai<l them, also, by l iberal con lrihntions for their 
"ttpport and that of their families. "The laborer is worthy 
0f his hir~ . " DiY:de with them of the good things with 
,.·hich God has hlec.;sed you. Remember that money, pro· 
1•crly us~:<l, may be made effecth·e ly to preac~ tJ:.e. Gospel. 
EspeciallY see to it that each church has a JUdtctous ancl 
faithful C-ommittee on Finance. 'J'his is an important thing, 
en which success or failur~ largely depc11ds. 

nut mini5tcrs cannot do all the public service that i~ 
necessary. There needs be l ay pre::.ch.ers, singers like 
Sankev, Sn:tdav school teachers, exhorters, h ealers of 
difficulties ancl.the like, in which mauy brethren may do, 
a;Hl ought to do, etTective sen·.ice. Gotl calls men to such 
rorks as these nut somet imes we mistake his ca ll for 
such a work as this for a call t o the m inistry ; and so a good 
h' wo<ker is somet imes spoiled to make a poor-frequent­
],: an entirely inefficient minister. There is a dh·ersity of 
~ifts. The gifts of prayer, exhortation and singing arc 
~mong the choicest in U1e church, A sweet singer is often 
m:>re useful than a brilliant preacher. A praying and sing­
ing band, under proper guidance, is one of the most 
(; flicient agents for the com~ersion of men. Try to find out 
,-;hat your "gift" is, and then exercise it ·with all diligence. 
A bo\e ali, let personal piety be deep and strong. Seek the 
largest u:e~sure of the Spirit of Christ. Cultivate love, 
meekness. long-suffering, humility, earnestness, devotion, 
and every Christian grace, and avoid hatred, strifes, emula­
tion, back biting, envying. j ealousies, s uspicious, and every 
e,;1 work. Live for God and the Life to come, assured that 
such liYing reallx makes the most cf this life, also. H e 
that l oseth his life for Christ's sake shall find it-find it 
l)oth here and hen~after-a thousand fold in this present 
time, and in the world to come, Life everlasting. 

Arise, therefore, and build! Build up the fires of devo­
tion in your own hearts. Build up your family altars. 
Rnild up the churches and the ministrations of Goers 
bouse. .lluilfl houses of ·worship. Attend faithfully all the 
meru1s of grace. Be in >·our place, and do all your work, 
ss a steward of the mamfold grace of God. And the God oi 
peace, and loYe, and salYation, be with you, and bless you 
e,·enn o:-e! 

After the adoption of this Systen1 and Address. 

• 
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one hundred dollars were solicited from the parent 
home mission board, to\vard sustaining an evange­
list, Rev. \V. H. Edger having offered to go into 
the eyangelistic field for twenty-five dollars a quar­
ter, aboye what should be given him in the localities 
where he labored. 

The executive committee made out and reported 
to the confcreace the following schedule of 

FIELDS OF LABOR. 

Aurora, dc.-S~nior preacher, to be supplied ; 
Junior, R. N. Bouck. 

Balin and Oak Creek.-J . L. Elliott, 1\L D. 

Cass CouufJ'.-Edward Root and Isaac Stone, 
until spring. 

Kenesaw and l£eanzey Couuijt.-R. Cooley, to Le 
supplied until April '84, by Evangelist. 

L ong Pine.-A. M. T otman. 
Yearly ll:feeling E1.mngelzst.-\V. H. Edger. 
This schedule was adopted by the conference 

without dissent, whereupon the extra sesston 
adjourned. 
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CHAPTER V. 

DEVELOPl\IENTS. 

It was anticipated that some dissent might be 
found in some of the churches against the system, 
and that some friction would occur as to the assign· 
ment of the preachers. But in fact nothing of the 
kind occurred. Both churches and preachers 
accepted the result with all readiness and hearti~ 
ness. The action of the Yearly Meeting in adopting 
the System, ,vas. heartily endorsed by all tl~e quar· 
terly meetings, and by theU1 referred to their 
churches only to recei,·e the same cordial endorse· 
meut at their hands. EYery one declared it had iu 

it the promise of better things. 
The system was not printed iu the /lfonziug Star 

or .Free Baptist, feeling that it was better that it 

should work out results, and so be judged by its 
fn1its, without auy previous blowing of trumpets. 
It was, howeyer, with the address, printed on a 

leaflet, and so found its way into the hands of mauy 
outside members of our denomination. Re. ponses 
came from many quarters, in private correspondence. 
All of them were fa,·orable, many of them strongly 

so-with one exceptiou. Que prominent incliYidual 

• 
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suggested something to the effect that he thought 
Freewill Baptists might about as well be content 
with what they could accomplish by their old-time 
methods-not very complimentary, to be sure, to 
the old-tin1e methods, and not yery suggesti,·e of 
progress. 

After a while. the matter got into the llfonting 
Star, but altogether in an incidenta.l way, Two or 
three articles from different quarters gave the system 
n more or less hearty endorsement. One or two 
others questioned some of the statements of the 
other articles, but ou points uot iu,·olved in the 
system. No Nebraskan engaged iu the discussion. 
all being content quietly to await the tests of time. 

Upon he:1riug from the home mission board, it 
W.:ts found that our request for help was unsuccess­
ful. One of our own number then contributed the 
amount, (fifty doilars) for two quarters, and :Mr. 
Edger entered upon the e,·angelistic work. He 
hc:lcl a series of meetings of some seYen weeks­
cluratiou, at Kenesaw, in which quite a number 
Wt!re converted and eleven joined the church, si::~ 

of whom were baptised. He also held meetings 
for a time at Centreville, with some success; and 
another short series at Belmont, with less visible 
result'S. 

During the early spring, Rev. George \V. Knapp, 
:B. D. • from Granville Penns)rlvania came to our , , 
assistance. He had been a Freewill Baptist frcm 

his youth, had been a stttdent at Hillsdale College, 

I 
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and is the oldest lidng graduate of the Theological 
Department of Bates College, Lewiston, :Maine, 
H e had been a lo\ed and successful pastor in New 
England, New York and Pennsylvania, but bad 
long felt a drawing toward the \Vest. \Ve did not 
dare greatly to encourage him, feariug ·we could not 
properly support him. But he came without en­
couragement, and settled at Aurora, preacl1ing also 
more or less for a time at Marquette and Central 
City, and assisting at each place in the organization 
of a church, and leading in au extensi,·e revival at 

Central Ci ~-. 
Early in the summer of 1884. an acquaiutauce 

was made ·with Rev. J ohn C. Dazey, through an 
article of his in the Free Baptist. H e came from the 
Separate Baptists in Illinois, and was preaching to 
a church of some ten members, some ten miles 
south of Sutton, in Clay county . He and his church 
were v isited several times, and the question of their 
uniting with the Freewill Baptists thoroughly can­
vassed. The result was that the church disbanded, 
and Mr. Dazey and nearly alllhe members, together 
with some others, were organized into a Freewill 
Baptist church, called Grove, that united with the 

H astings quarterly meeting. 
A fourth church, this season , was organized near 

Clay Centre, which was in some sense a resuscita· 
tiou of a small church organized there some time 
before by Bro. S . F. Smith and called Marshall. It. 
Jwwever, did not mallifest much more life than 

Rt:,/or at K e•m•sa-;,, and A urora. 

• 
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b€fore, though its fragments have since been gath· 
ercd, with others, i?to the now prosperous Prairie 
Dale church. · 

\Vhat bad been the Jefferson, Nebraska, quarterly 
' meeting, and the Republic, Kansas, quarterly meet-

ing, h ad been consolidated into a single organiza­

tion ·with a double name. ·But it was found that 
when a session was held either side of the Republi­
can river, there were few or no delegates from the 
other. So, in the sttmmer of 1884, it \vas resolved 

· to divid.e. But the division was not on the old 
Hues. The chm·ches west of the Republican~ 

becar..le the Cloud and Republic quarterly meeting, 
those on the east, in Kansas, the \Vashington,· and 

those in Nebraska the J efierson. 
· This latter included the old Rose Creek church ~ 

whose natue \Vas changed to Reynolds, the Fairbury, 
the Dry Branch, and the· Silver Creek-all small 
and weak, except the latter, \vhich though nomin­
ally larger was perhaps the- weakest of all. This 
quarterly meeting natun\lly gravitated toward the. 
Nebraska yearly meeting, which it joined at ·its · 
next session. Soon ·after, a church of some teu 
nien1bers was organized by Rev. J. :M. Nickell, near 
Diller, and joined this body. 

In August, 1884, a ·. visit was made to .Father 
• 

\Villiam Thatcher, living near Geneva, in Fillmore 
county. Father Thatcher had been a devoted . 
member of the Freewill · Baptists in western Pennsy l· 
vania, and had not lost his attachment to us· on 

. . . 

• 

• 
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"vmiucr out \Vest. H e had attended the extr:1 
;early

0

meeting nt Kenesaw, ftnd at tbat tlm~ join~cl 
the Kenesaw church. though liYing fifty mtles d1s~ 
taut. It was fouucl that there were other Freewill 
Baptists in the neigh borhood. and some others ,~·ho 
were with u~ in sentiment. Accordingly. a mcetmg 
was held Thursday e\·ening, August 14, 1884-, and 
the Pleaseut Plain church organized with seyeu 
members. It also united with the H astings q uar­
terly h\e~tiug. For ~ time, it was found difficult to 
supply it regularly with preaching, and it seemed 
well-nigh to lose its visibility. But e\·entually the 
Lord reYiYed his work there, under the labors of 
brethren J. D. Frye and J. C. Dazey , nnd the church 

is now strong and \'igorous. 
On the following Saturday, a Yisit was made to 

Long Branch, in Johnson county, where brethren 
A. A. T aylor and G. \V. Carmine liYed, who bad 
been Freewill Baptists in Illinois. The next clay • 
Sunday, August 17, 188-l- , Bro. and Sr. T aylor, and 
Bro. and Sr. Cannine and Miss :Mary Can11ine, \Yith 

one other, was oreanized into the Lot1g Branc.h 
church. There was present at the same time B~o. 
J. J. :Murphy, representing the Grand View church 
of five members, that had been organized some time 
before by Bro. S. F. Smith, and the two churches 
of ele\·en members, all told, were then and tl~ere 

organized into the Nemaha River Quarterly ~Ieet­

ing. It was emphatically a day of small thmgs. 
But the little mustard seed bas gro\vn to vigorous 
proportions) as we shall see. 

MEETING H OUSES. 

buring this time, services were kept up regular1)f, 
though sometin1es only once a n1ohth, at most of 
the:,e points, But it soon became apparent that not 
ruuch headway could. be biaae in towns without 
hou .... es o( worship i and it "~·as deemed of the highest 
importance to take and hold centres of population 
aud infl ttence. As it Was sometimes phrased:­
''Freewill Baptists are good enough to occupy towns 
as well as the country. si Accordingly, the question 
?f securing meeting hoilses sbon became au absorb~ 
tug oue, 

After a careful st1r~/ey o! the situation, the con­
clusion was reached that houses could be built in 
towns wherever there Was sufficient call for them 

I 

;,,·hcnever three htirtdred dollars could be secured 
from out<5ide the locality. It was also ascertained 
that one hundred dollars for each such place could 
be secured within the state, if two hundred could 
be secured from without. Accordingly, appeals 
'"ere lllade through the Star and in private corres­
Pondence, on the basis that every two h tmdred 
nollars sent us from abroad for that purpose would 
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s~cure a bouse of worship for our people in some 

Nebrask a town. 
This soon brought out a response from Mrs. J. R. 

B~tchelder, of St. Johnsbury, Vennont, proposing 
to be one of two hundred to furnish the means for 

the erection of one house. This was published, and 
a call made fo.:: the other "rgo and g"-in couse­

queuce of which this came to be called the "r go and 
g" fuucl. Responses came along somewhat slowly 
until about eighty-five dollars were received, when 
the movement came pretty nearly to a stand-still. 
In consequence, tile Executive Committee aud 
afte1 wards the ensuing Ye~rly :Meeting, recommeud­
ed a visit to the East, to make it up, which Yisit 
was made at the time of the anuiversaries in Octo­
ber, 1884, and with some difficulty the whole two 
hundred dollars secured. The expenses cf this 

trip \\'ere all defrayed from private funds. 
A while after the response from sister Ihtchelder, 

canJe a response to a private appeal to au old Peun­
~ylvania friend, Benjamin H . Steevcns, of C~mtou, 

formerly of East Troy, promising another two 
hundred dollars for another church edifice, at such 

poiut as should be deemed best. 'fhis pledge W:lS 

redeemed in due time. 
Iu the mean time, encouraged by the appropria· 

tion of the home mission board, a building move­
LJ.ent was started at Kene5aw, evcu before the 
organization of the church. Something over a 
thousand dollars was pledged for the purpose. 
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Dut winter came on , and the actual building \VaS 
deferred tmtil the ensuing spring. 

Upon the iuau.gttratioa of the System.. of Coopera .. 
don, the whole !natter uf building church edifice~ 
where aid was asked, was turned over to the 
Executive Committee, which bad been duly incor .. 
porated under the statutes of the state, as directed 
by the yearly meeting, Hence, at a meeting of the 
said ~xecutive committee, January 21, 1884, the 
locatioti m'd plan of the Kenesaw house were decid .. 
'€d, and the chairman of the committee, A. D, 
Wiliiams, appointed to collect sulfscriptions and 
superintend the erection of the building, either by 
contract or day's work, as should seem to him most 
economical and best. * 

Under this arrangement, the house was com· 
menced early in the spring, and was so far advanced 
as to be dedicated by Prof. Ransom Dunn, D. D .• 

July 13, r88-t. '!'he e2tpense, howeyer had been 
greater than was expected, exceeding collected 
subscriptions and what was raised at dedication, by 
somtwhat over three hundred dollars. A tin-and· 
copper bell was also purchased for the house, 
costing, all told, one hundred and sixty dollars, less 
than sixty dollars of which were raised by subscrip .. 
tions. nut it had already been assumed as a 
Principle, from which there was to be no deviation, 
that no locality was to make any debt in building 
beyond what it would itself be responsible foz\ 
•F.xttuti.,.e COlUUliltee P.~ccr-J, 

• 

• 
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Hence, this indebtedness of o,·er four hundred 
dollars was assc.med at Kene$nW, and c,·cntually 

paid, leaying the property entirely clear of ~~bt, 
and the yearly meeting without any entnngung 

responsibility therefor. . 
In the mean t1me, it was deemed adnsn.b1e to 

build at Central City. Aid was asked; but, at firgt, 

}.fr. Edger, the pastor and prime mover, obje~:ed to 
deeding the property under the system of coopera­
tion. Acccrdingly1 the subject was referred to 
other meffibers of the executive committee, ~ud Mr. 
Ed~e; was afterward infom1ecl thr.t there was no 
wa; of affording him the aid sought without such 
deeding-the incorporated portion of the system 
explicitly declaring-"In all cases, "here it affords 
aid for such purposes, (houses of "\'\'vr;:;hip, parson­

~ges, school or other buildings,) the deeds or other 
title to such property shall be held in trust by said 
committee for the churches or purposes for which it 

was secured.'' 
At length Mr. Edger yielded, not only promising 

to have it deeded c 'under our system cf cooperation,) 1 

Lut, somewhat to the surprise of the other members 
cf the coramittee present, declared he was 2s much 
b favor of the system as the chainnan, (the writer.) 
Accordingly, the chairman's subscription of one 
hundred dollars, which had before been refused, 
was made, and, at Mr. Edger's special request, the 

so-called " I 90 and 9" fund appropriated to the 
Central City house, the specific and unanimous 

• 
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action of the executh·e committee being as follo"·s, 
Mr. Edger being one of the members, present, acting 
and agreeing, under elate of June 2I, I884. 

"l'olcd, 1'o appropriate the '190 and 9' money to Central 
City Honse of \\'or.,hip, on condition that it is erected and 
deeded under Ot!r System of Cocperatiou." 

'' 1 ·olcd, Th~t Bro. Edger be appointed to secure and 
collect subscri;tions for said purpcse, and to superintend 
its erection." * 

.Mr. Edger accepted the apponutment and erected 
t1lc house uuder it. He also accepted and receh·ed 
the ~-vo hundred dollars of the "190 and 9" fund 
under the conditions named, as "·ell as the cue 
huudred dollars of the chairman giYeu en the s~me 
~o:ulitions. 'Vork on the building \7as pu.shecl Yib"or­
.ously. But it so.on came to the kucvdedge of the 
chairman that more was likelr to be expended on 
tl1e building than the:re were resource:-; to mcet­

nnrl that for a tower and other features that might 
11~\·c been at lc~st temporarily omitted. 

The chairman at once remiuded .1fr. Edger that 
no more must be expended, abo-..;e r-esources, than 
they were themselves willing to be responsible for. 
'rhe expenditures went on notwithstanding, and it 
suhs~quently appeared that b.Ilo huncli·ed dollar-3 
l1ad been expended above all resources, including 
t11e amount raised at the dedicatiou, and that 
neither Thi:r. Edger nor the society were willing to 
assume responsibility therefor. 

The declieatioa occurred August 3 I, I 88-t-, iu 
connection esit1t -a session of the quarterly meeting., 

A. D. Williams preaching the dedication sennon.. 

• 
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CHAPTERVIL 

YEARl,Y MEETING SESSION. • 

The time and place of the regular annual session 
of the yearly meeting for that year had been left to 
the executh·e cormnittee. After consulting with 
the brethren generally, at the several quarterly 
meeting sessions, the yearly meeting '\i\·as called to 

meet at Kenesaw, September r8, r8&4. 
By this time it had become noised abroad that 

the. Freewill Baptist cause was flourishing in Ne­

braska, and the attendance was good. Besides a 
fairly full delegation from our own churches, there 
were several present from abroad~ among them , Revs. 
E. E. Harvey and 0. T. Clark from Kansas. Rev. 
Peter L'lnsing, while living in the state, still 
seemed,. and was, more as a visitor. His age, his: 

~""enerable appearance, his experience, his words ot 
wise counsel, and a po"Werful sern1on from him, in 
which his old-time :tire broke forth, all united to 
render his presence an enconragemen t ~nd his 

influence an inspiration. 
ReY. G. \V. Knapp preacl1ed a most excellent 

introductory sermon en "fhttrsclay e'·ening, from 
Isaiah a, 2. The conference was org~niz.ed Fridny 

1\iEMBltRS. 

morning, 0 . M. Soule being elected moderator. 
The following delegates and ex officio members 
were found to be present, viz: Revs. G. W. Knapp. 
\V. H. Edger, Edward Root, Peter Lansing, R. N. 
Bouck, J. C. Dazey and A. D. Williams, brethren 
C. F. Berry, Joseph Grim, George Peterson, 0. M. 
Sou1e, James Currier, A. A. Taylor and J. J. 
Murphy and Mrs. E. R-oot. 

Letters were received frmn the Cass, H astings 
a11d Aurora quarterly meetings, whereupon the 
action of the Hastings quarterly meeting in di\·iding 
was approved. Letters were also receiyed frqm the: 
Clearwater, Jefferson and Nemaha River quarterly 
meetings, asking admission, and they were receiYed . 
The characters of the following ex officio mem hers 
were passed as satisfactory, viz: E. Root, R. X. 
Bouck, I. Stone, W. H. Edger, A, D. Williams, A. 
M. Totman aud J. L. E1liott, and S. F". Smith, G . 
\V. Thompson, G. W. Knapp, William Marks, J. 
S. Elsom, Joseph Masters, C. H , Fahadrich, J. C. 
Dazey and L. B.\Vharton were passed and r.eceh·ed 
as ex officio members, while the <!haraeter of the 
following not taking work were also passed, ·viz., 1\. 

G. Davis, Peter L ansing, J. M. Nickell and \Vill· 

iam Rose. 
A noticeable feature of the se.ssion was the satis· 

factory examination and reception of ReY. L. B, 

Wharton , who for many years, and up to his leaving 
them, a short time before the session, had been a 

close ronununion Baptist minister in Nebraska, in 

• 
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good standing and full fellowship. Until he left 
them, he had never • been personally acquainted 
with any Freewill Baptist, and had never heard 
o~1e preach; except part of a sermon at one time by · 
S~ F. Smith at Grand View. \Vben he announced 
his change of views to free communion, his wife 
said:-"\Vha:t will you do? There aren't any free . . . . 

commm1iou. baptists for you to unite with.~· 

"\Vell," answered Bro. \Vharton, that isn't the · 
question. Is it right? If so, the· way is to follow 
it, . without questioi1ing as to the end." But he 
found J)aptists with whom to unite, and with whon1 
he fottnd pleasant fellowship, without the shackles 
of close communion.· 

Rev. J ohn C. Daze.y, recently from the Separate 
Baptists of Illinois, was also received and cordially. 
recognized as a minister among us. In his case, 
there · wa~ little or no change of sentiment, the 

·Separate Baptists · differing so . sligtly from. us in 
doctrine, that it would require a rather powerful 
theological microscope to detect it. 

Concerning the .work of the year~ the report of 
the executive committee says:~ . 

"Our System had. before it the it:st of practical trial, and 
c~uld headly be expected to realiz-e all the sanguine expec.: 
tations of its friends, or escape t!1cse obstacles and difficul ... . " 
ties that lie in the path·way of even the best of causes. And 
yet our success has been almost without a parallel-at least 
in the modem history of our denomination. One year ago, · 
with much trembling; we organized a little Yearly Meeting . 
of only two Quarterly Meetings, four churches ·and ninety~ 
three members. · But so greatly, so wondrously, has the 
Lord blessed · us, under . the workings of our System of 
Cooperation, that we number· 7 Quarterly· Meetings, 19 
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EXERCISES 

churcl1es, and .340 me11;1bcrs-an average increase of almcst 
four-fold. · 

A more significant and better fact is, that, with one 
exception1 all these churches--many of them small and 
weak-have been supplied '\\;th regular preaching and 
pastoral care, so that they have been k{'pt in a condition of 
constant growth. Churches have not been planted to die, 
but to be cared for and to live-and they will live and 
grow, if our system is carried out to its legitimate resttlts. 

Another and corresponding result is that tl1e min~stry 
has both been more fully employed and more adequately 
compensated. ·And it is worthy of note that most of the 

· ministerial work has been done by men .who were before: 
largely unemployed in ministeria l ·work, some of them 
almost utterly dtsheartened and d iscouraged. They have 
not as yet receh-ed such compensation as they ought to 
have. But thev have received more than before, and io 
some cases the increase is very noticeable. . · 

A considerable and important factor in the prosecution cf 
this work, has been the collections taken by the Chairman 
of the Executive Committee. · They have paid the expenses 
for supplies that othenvise could not possibly have been 
provided for destitute churches nnd on important occa­
sions." 

In connection with the yearly m::eting, and as a 
. . . 

part of its exercises, Rev. G~ \V. Knapp,· D. n., 
con.ducted an examination of the first part of But~ 
te!'s Theology, and Rev·. \V. H. Edger delived an 
nddrcss.on the early history of the Freewill Baptist 

. . 
denomination. A. D. \Villiams read a paper on . . . 

"\Vhat Frec\vill (or Free) Daptists Believe, " which~ 
With a slightly altered title,' was afterwards printed 
in what. was then THE NEBR.\.SKA FREE B.~PTIST. · 

Four hundred dollars were asked front the p::uent 
home mission board-two hundred for meeting .. 
house building and two l1tmdred for mission work 
Proper, and A~ D. \Vlliiams · appointed . to x>rese.nt 
the ntatter ta the board, 
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A little difference occurred oyer the debt on the 
Central City house. Mr. Edger desired the yearly 
meeting to assume it. The yearly meeting had at 
hand no means with which to do it. It was also 
deemed disastrous, and even fatal, to inaugurate the 
policy of the yearly meeting assuming to pay what~ 
ever debts local societies might create. Besides, 
Mr. Edger was reminded that it had been distinctly 
understood by all, from the first, that in no case was 
any obligation to be incurred in building beyoud 
resources, unless the local society were willing to 
assume the responsibility, and also that the Central 
City debt "'"as made ·without authority or sanction 
fr01~1 the yearly n1eeting or executiye committee, 
and moreover against the emphatic protest of the 
chairman, and still farther that he and the society 
were quite as able to pay their d·~bt themselves as 
were the Kenesaw people. 'I'he matter was finally 
dropped, no one favoring the assuming of the debt. 

A pleasant occurrence was the ordination, on 
Sunday of Rolland N. Bouck. Sermon by E. Root, 
prayer by L. B. vVhartou, hand of fellowship by W. 
H. Edger, charge by A. D. Williams and address 
to the people by G. vV. Knapp. The following is 

a brief report of it. 

ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE. 

Far away on the eastem plains, a battle is raging. The 
A:malekites war against Israel. Moses with Aaron and 
Hur are standing at the top of the hill where they may be 
seen by the contending forces. ~1oses lifts his hands, with 
the rod of God, inspiring courage in Joshua and his army. 
The battle long continues. Moses' hands gTO}\' ,.,·eary; they 

ADDRESS. 

f11ll. joshua and his hosts loose sight of the cheering 
bands, and inspiring rod; they falter and the battle turns 
against them. 

Aaron and Hur behold the disastrous effect of Moses' 
falling hands. I hear them say, "Moses sit on this stone. 
Let us stay up your hands before the army?" So finuly 
braced, one upon either side, they hold up the hands of 
Moses, till the victory is won, and Moses, Aaron and Hur 
rejoice together with the anuy of the Lord. 

My Brethren and Sisters, this scene of supporting hands 
upon the hill top of the East God has placed before yonr 
eyes as a pirture of your relation to your pastor. God has 
c~lled the Gospel minister to do a great work, too great for 
htm alone. Every true preach or of the Gospel, as he looks 
out upon the magnitude of the work, exclaims with Paul 
"Who is sufficient for these things?" You, my brethren 
and sisters, are ti1e Aarons and the Hurs to hold up the 
hands of the ministers. You can stay up their l1ands: 

Ist, By your prayers. Pray for your pastor. He is only 
a man, weak and erring, like yourselves. The same sources 
of temptation em ·iron him and you. If Satan dared to 
tempt the blessed Lord, he will not spare the feeble ser­
vant, They need your prayers. 

2nd, By your sympathy. If your heart is not in sym­
pathy with tile Gospel p.roclamatiou, cry to God until the 
ltature of God is your nature, and God's work of saving 
men your work. Then show the sympathy of a wann 
he~rt to your pastor; by the close hand pressure; by the 
soltcitous inqu:ry for his good; by various expressions of 
thoughtfulness and lo,·e. 

3d, By words of cheer. Say "amen," no'\'1( and thc71, 
when you thiuk a good aml important tn1th has been 
uttered. 1t will help bim. I knew a good sister in New 
Hampshire, who had a very quiet and happy way of saying 
to her pastor, "1 thank you for that sermon." 

4th, By speaking ·well of your pastor. If you havn't a 
good man to preach to you the \Vord of Life, send him 
away as soon as possible. If God has sent to you a trne 
servant of His, speak well of him. Do not say ''\Ye ba,•e a 
good minister but-" or "Our pastor could do good if-" s ' , , 
h~y "We think ·we have a good minister, come and hear 
un." \\'hen Cornelius had sent his servants for Peter, he 

oc.cupied the days of waiting for God's messengers in gath­
e.nng together his kiudred and friends to hear the \\'ord of 
~ne Lord. That is ycur work. You can hn\:e a pa5tor who 
\lxaws," if you draw witlr him. 
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5th, Financially, my brethren, . support your pastor. 
Look upon that young pastor. Cod has called him; not to 
work a farm; not to push tht= plane or the saw; not to use 
the yard stick or the scales; not to plead at the l-2r, nor 
practice m~dicine. God has called hun to preach the Gos­
pel of Chnst. \Voe, Zl'Oe, woE, rests upon him if he preach 
not the Gospel . But Ero. Bouck's time at l!cme, to labor 
and oYers~~ t11e fann work is wcrth (40 per month. Does 
God as~ htm t~ lay tt_o per month on h:s altar ·while you 
are en ttrely rehe...-ed ot the bt!nlen? Fathers, mothers do 
you treat y~ur chi1dren so uncqnally? Do you say, "J~hn, 
carry o~ th1s fiye hundred potmd "'weight,-] ames, yen may 
<:ar-ry th1s pound." No! Our F ather in IIea\'en a!-!ks Bro. 
Bouck to lay one or more rlollars per month upon His altar 
a nd asks each one of you to do the same. 'l11cu you may 
all shout the victorv to~ethcr. ''Bear ye one anofrer 's 
l)Urdens, and so fulfill tl:e law of Chr:st." 

Another mcYemen t at this seasion was the start­
ing of the WESTERN FREF. DAI''l'IST, at first called 
TnE N.EnRAS~A FREE BAFTIST. 

It originated en this wi!:e. Tl"!e brethren felt 
thnt they neeC.ed their ''M;nutcs,'' ~ncl ~cme other 
matter, printed ~t greater le11gth t11r.n they cculd 
expect to have inserted in the St'ar or :Minneapolis 
Free Baptist, aud. also secure for them a \Yic:cr lccal 
circulaticn than cculd be ~ecurecl eYCn through l;oth 
of them together. Besides the minutes, there was 
an especial desire for the general circultaticu of tl1e 
nrticle read at the yearly meeting, en ''\\'hat Free­
will (or Free) Baptists :CelicYe." Some one sug­
gested that we haYe a little quarterly periodical, as 
thnt WOUld \YCl k a S~Ying of f OStage; \\ her(:tl]?Cll it 
was suggested tb~t a stxteen page, double-columed 
octayo might be issued at hYenty-fi,·e cents a year, 
provided two hundred subscribtrs we:re procured. 
It would not pay all expenses, but a private party 
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agreed to bear the rest. The conference accepted 
the proposition, and, se,·enty-five subscribers were 
pledged on the spot, and the periodical commen(:ed, 
and bas since continued. 

Ac.; to the name, the Yearly l\Ieeting, the Quarter­
ly :Meetings, and nearly all the churches, were 
organ~zed as ''Freewill'' Baptist. But when it 
came to naming the periodical. there was hardly 
room enough across the h ead for the full name, 
TrrE NF.BRASKA FREEWILL BAPTIST, so the print­
er dropped out the "will, " and as most of the 
brethren felt n:> gre1t t~::1acity as to the form of the 
name, sometimes using " Freewill," and sometiml!s 
only ''Free,'' it came to pass that it was not insisted 
tint he put it back. 

In his visits among the seyeral churches, the 
chairman had been careful to inquire into their 
Wi!:,hes and preferences as to preachers for the com-. 
mg year, and to infonn them as fully as possible of 
what preacher;:; were available. He also cousulted 
• 

tne preachers as to their wishes and preferences. 
Heacc, wheu the new executive committee came to 
the making of a Schedule of Fields of Labor, a 
pretty full aud accurate view of the field was before 
them. It also appeared that it wa3 not so difficult 
to make a satisfactory assignment as had been 
feared. 

The following schedule was reported to the con­
ference, and again unanimously adopted, Yiz.-
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FIELDS OF L .\.BOR, 

Long Pine-A. M. Totman. 
Niobrara Mission-s. F. Smith. 
Clearwater-G. W. Thompson. 
Cumming County Missio11.-E. H. Butts. 
Centreville & Bel11tont-E. Root and I. Stone. 
Central City-W . H. Edger. 
Aurora & Marquette-G. W. Knapp. 
Clay Counly Circztz't-]. C. Dazey. 
Grand View-L. B. Wharton. 
Long Brandt-T o be supplied. 
Balin-]. L. Elliott. 
Oak Creek-To be supplied. 
KcaJ ney County Circztit-R. N. Bouck. 
Dr;' Brandt & Fairbury-]. S. Elsom, 
R e;'1lolds-\Villiarn Marks. 
Silver Creek-] oseph Masters. 
Kenesaw-To be supplied. 
Guide Rock JVIission-E. E. H arYey. 
State E7.!angelist-\V. H. Edger. 

\Vhereupoll the conference adjoun1ed. 

\ 

CHAPifER VI!I. 

1\iORE CHARACTERISTICS. 

Two or three features of the system of cooperatiott 
perhaps deserve somewhat more extended notice. 

One is that under it more of the business is 
thrown into the yearly meeting, leaving the quar~ 
terly meetings more fully to evangelistic effort and to 
the promotion of christian fraternity. It is aimed to 
make the quarterly meeting, not the arena for 
debate, but the opportunity for the strengthening 
of the brethren in the divine life and the conversion 
of sinners. If we must have discussion and differ­
ences, let them all be relegated to the yearly meet­
ing, and let the quarterly meeting be reserved for 
lhe promotion, as exclusively as possible, of person­
al holiness, 

Financial reports from each chun~11 are reported 
in the quaaterly nleeting, and act€d on if necessary, 
because so very nluch depends upon the proper 
mauao-ement of the finances of each church-so b 

much that upon them success or failure so very 
largely depends; and because it is not possible to 
consider these at the yearly meding with sufficient 
frequency and particularity to gain the desired c11d, 

• 
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Some churches fail because their members are too 
parsimonious and stingy. But more fail because 
not sufficiently and with sufficient frequency remind­
ed of their duty, and especially because the matter 
is not attended to with sufficient wisdom and 
diligence. Hence, next to the work of personal 
holiness, and involved in it, is the work of the 
financial support of the gospel, aud so its considera­
tion may well be dovetailed in with devotional and 
evangelistic services. 

Another feature is the securing for each church 
the right of representation in the yearly meeting 
conf~rence. Neither scheming nor inadyertence 
can shut any church out of a seat and representation 
iu tile conference, \Yithout a direct and manifest 
' ' iolation of the constitution-so carefully are the 
rights of the churches guarded and guaranteed. 
This feature is perhaps quite as fully an entire new 
departure as any one contained in the system of 
cooperation. But who can say it is not a good one, 
entirely in harmony with both the letter and spirit 
of our denominational tenets and usages. 

On the other hand, all the working miuisters are 
made ex officio members. This differs from a 
wide former practice in this, that instead of all the 
ministers only ministers actually in the :field are 
given such membership. Superannuated and other 
uon-working ministers can be delegates from the 
churches, the same as laymen-and is not that 
enough? 

A BARGAIN. 73 

This system, and this system alone, so far as we 
know, puts the two responsible and working agen­
cies of the church together-the acting ministry, 
and the churches by their representatives-to do 
the work of the church. Neither party can do the 
work alone without infringing on the prerogatives 
and responsibilities of the other-more than one 
neighbor can ·properly order an arrangement that 
equally concerns another neighbor. It needs that 
both have an equal voice in the matter-"takes two 
to make a bargain." This system puts the two 
together on an equal footing to do their mutual 
work, without the intervention of any outside 
party, Can anybody desire anything better, either 
in principle or in practice? 

It was also anticipated that the general collections 
would eventually be used to support the chairman 
of the executive committee. For the present, the~· 
were used in paying travelling expenses of supplies 
for weak and needy points-the chairman declining 
to accept compensation for his services. But thi. 
could not last-could not be asked of every chair­

man; and it was believed that these collections 
might eventually be worked up so as to afford him 
something of a compensation. 

. There is perhaps a defect in not specifically call­
Ing upon the committee on :finance in each church 
to consider and report to the yearly meeting the 
amount they will undertake to raise for the comino-

,::, 
Year. 

5 
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According to the request of the executive com· 
mtttee and the yearly meeting, a trip east was made 
in October. Two leading objects were, to make up 
the 19cr and 9 fund, and to secure, if practicable, 
from the home mission board an appropriation o! 
four hundred dollars for the coming year. Pro'\+ 
tlence so favored that both were attained, 

In the prosecution of these purposes, L~nvreuce1 
·candia, Dover, \Vest Lebanon, Portland; Lewisto:i, 
Pro\'idence, Pa·wtucket, Olueyville, Danville aud 
()ther places in New England were Yisitcd-attend~ 
ina- sessions of the New Durham and Rockingbai:II 
q:arterly meetings and the denominational annuat 
r.nuiversaries. At all of them, ot:r personal recep· 
t ion was cordial-at most of theu1 hearty. At 
t ome our mission received substantial and heart)' 
~nco~rao-ement. At others, we received--' 'Be thou 
$upplied

0 

with meeting houses and pastors!"-but 
not yery much more. Some pastors put th:~mseh·es 
vut of their way to help us-s01fie apparently ta 
lliuder us. DauYille, New Hampshire, did rema:k·. 
ably well. No one could receive a heartier greetlll~ 

~!ld mo:-e substantial encouragement than our 
~ause recei,·ed from brother and sister]. A. Lowell, 
and their good people, 1\lost of the necessary~ 

amount was secured in dollar donations frol!l per· 
sons to whom private appeals were made. While 
some turned us away, the larger number did not 
refuse the desired dollar. 

The effort, however, was not very well received 
by some '0f the home mission board. The corres· 
l)Ondiug secretar.y Yirtualty denied us access to his 
people. In oae of its meetings, the president oi 
the board said it was wrong, and ought not to be 
done. Some of the others said the same thing. 
The reply was-'·Very littl~ of the money thus 
secured would go iuto the treasury of the board ; it 
is Yirtually just so much dear gain to the cause ; 
and it is better to ha\·e this than nothing at all" ­
upou which the 1natter Was dropped. 

Iu spite of this, 110\ve\J'er., the board very gener· 
ously appropriated the four hundred dollars asked 
for-two hundred for meeting house building, and 
two hundred for mission '\\'ork proper. This was 
veryr encouraging, and elicited from our executive 
-committee the following action, on February 8, 
1ss5. 

• 
"Voted That tlrc thanks of the Committee be extended 

ih behalf of the Yearly Meeting to the Freewill Baptist 
Home :\Iission Board, for its generous appropriation of $400 
lQ this field for the current year." * 

On the return trip, GranYille, Elmira and Dale 

•!;3;.1.:<:utivc Committee R~ord 
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were visited, where brother Knapp had former!}' 
been pastor, and also East Troy, and the amount of 
$22.74 received for his benefit; and a further 
amount of $28.50 for Kenesaw-mostly from per~ 

sonal friends, in various localities. 
This trip was perhaps something of a venture~ 

some experiment. But, without it, we should have 
been qippled, apparently beyond remedy. It was 
11ecessary to the triumph we achieved; and who 
shall say, in spite of the questioning of its proprie~ 
ty by some, that the Providence of Cod was not in 
it? \Vill any of those who gave regret their contri· 
butions? Was any other place or interest injured 
thereby? Were not the donors thereby interested 
and incited to contribute more rather than less to 

home missions? 
It is possible, if not probable, that this trip coun· , • 

ted for something among the influences that indu~ 
ced sister Lowell to start the movement that culmin~ 
ated, first in Cortland, and eventually in Lincoln. 
In this and other ways, our cause owes much to the 
sisters of our denomination. It is possible, too, 
that it tended to arouse somewhat more interest in 
home missions generally. It is also among the pos~ 
sibilities that it tended to put more money, rather 
than less, into the home mission treasury. At least, 
it put money where it brought forth much fruit. 

CHAPTER X. 

A BUILDING CA::\IP_\IGN. 

Reynolds being the puly town in that p:trt of t11e 
state where we had a church, much interest had for 
some time been manifested ia having a house of 
worship there. At a 11Convention" of the N'orthern 
Kansas Yearly Meeting, previously held here, but 
hereafter to be noticed, Prof. Dunn and brotherS. 
F. Smith had made a somewhat strenuous effort. 
that· came near being successful, to build a house at 
this place. In all Freewill Baptist circles in that 
part of the country, tlle desirability of a house there 
was uniformily admitted and declared. 

Hence, previous to the eastern trip, it had been 
conceded among the executive committee that if the 

four hundred dollars were secured the two hundred 
for building should go to Reynolds, if the people 
there would properly respond. Accordingly, when 
the appropriation 'vas secured, a letter was sent to 
brother William Marks, a nephew of David Marks, 
and who was a member both of the Reynolds church 
and of the executive committee, * infonning him ot 
'"It wa:; omitt~d to notice that at the late Yearly Meeti n~. ~t Kene­
saw, the chairman of th'e executive committee was re-elected by a 
P!ac!ically unanimous vote, and Edward Root, G . W . Kuapp, W. H • 
.J~~,g!ar aud WiJljam Marks elected the other four Il}emb~rj, 
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the appropriation. Supposing this to mean that: 
the money was immediately available, he announc­
ed to his fellow citizens that two hundred dollars 
were in hand and ht: worud add another hundred to. 
it, for a Freewill Baptist house of worship, if they 

~vould t~ke hold of the enterprise and properly aid 
1!1 er~ctlng the house. The citizens responded 
hearttly. and the enterprise moved allead vigorou.s:­
ly. 

But when brother 1\L.Iarks came to. :find that the 
two htllldred dollars were not im.1uediately available,. 
he was in a so.re quandary. His word had gone 
out that it was, and he felt boWld to make it goocL 
So, lie went to the bank and borrO\\·ed the amount 
for a year, on his own htdividtlal responsibility. 
ad ,·ancing out of his own pocket one and one half 

per cent a month interest, thirty-six dollars, on the • 
same. Even at the. en.d of the }~r. eaough had 
not been received of the whole four hundred dollars 
appropriation to pay this two hundred, and an 
extension had to be secured. Brother Marks was 
appointed collector and superintendent, as Messrs. 
\\Tilliams and Edger had been in the other cases. 

Work o:t t!le c!lw-ch ,,,.~at oa vigorously. The 

iOuu ittion w~s pat iu and the lum.ber n1ostly 
secured and fram~d during the fall and winter. 
\Vhenever the weather of an unusually severe 
winter would permit, workmen, headed by brother 
Marks, were at work on the church edifice. Ceil­

ing it inside, i!lStea..d of plastering, it was ready for 

ltEY~OLDS HOUSE. i9 

usc before it othenvisc could have been, and it w: l 
dedicated at the April session of the quartcrl1 
meeting, which was held at that place, April I O, 

1SS5. Sennon on the occasioa by A. D. \Villiam;;. 
E v.:!a thc~l, howcv~r, only temporary seats were 

prodded. But nearly enough w::ts raised at that 
time for seats. vVhat was lacking, brother lVIarks 
assumed, an1 the se:::tts soou after secared. A'­
cach mo,·e for funds, the citizens responded gener­
ously, sometimes by direct subscriptions, and at 
other times by supper~ or other gatherings. Yet 
when all was done, there still remained quite a 
debt for seale;, et cetera, which brother ~larks still 
heroically shouldered and eventually moc;tly paid. 
In addition, some eighty dollars, principal antl 
interest, were due for the lots on which the h om:;" 
stands. After this, which ran for a year, was sot:le 
time 0\'erdue, the chairman of the executive com­
r.1ittee and brother ~farks again appealed to th':! 

citizens of Reynolds; and, in less than a clay, the 
whole amount was raised, the debt paid, the hou. ' t! 

cleared of all incumbrance, and properly deeded in 

tntst to the executive committee. 
This house is larger than the main audience-room 

of any other house we ha,·e in the state, being 32x 

50. But it h as but oue room, while Kenesaw, 
Aurora aacl Lincoln haYe each two, opening to­
gether, the two haYing together greater capacity. 
It is a neat, tasteful structure, but witbcut cell or 

tower. 

• 
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The precise action of the executive committee in 
regard to the Reynolds interest was as follows:-

" Voted, That the $200 from the H om e Mission Board for 
this year for churcb·bnilding be appropriated to Reynolds, 
o,u .~ondit!ons that the house is built under our System of 
Cooperat10n, and that thty make no debt which they will 
not sl10ulder themselves, so as to leave no t:ncumbrauce on 
the property. 

"Voted, That R ev. 'Villiam Marks be superintendent of 
construction , to rais"', collect and disburse the funds for the 
same. ~nd oversee and direct the entire work- subject to the 
condtt!ons of the above appropriatiou of the $200 by the 
commtttee." 

The language was made thus explicit to cover 
grounds that before had been assumed as too fully 
understood to need statement, but ·which experience 
had proved otherwise, 

At the time brother L. B. Wharton renounced 
dose communion, he was preaching :to a close 
communion baptist church at Cortland, in Gage 
county, on the north and south line of the Union 
Pacific railroad, some twenty miles south of Lin­
coln. He had given there his reasons for the 
t hange, and aroused much interest iu free commun~ 

ion sentiments. He was pastor of the Grand View 
church, some eight or nine miles distant in the 
country, and it was felt that he might profitably 
preach at both points. 

But. after looking over the matter thoroughly, he 
coucluded that nothing could be done to any effect 

without a house. Appeals were therefore made, 
1!10stly privately, for funds to build at Cortland. 
Soon after, sister Lowell, wife of Rev. J. A . Lowell, 

ECONOMIZED. 8r 

of Danville, New Hampshire, and corresponding 
secretary of the Freewill Baptist Wom~n·s ~fission 
Society, proposed through the Star, that the 
necessary two hundred dollars be raised in forty 
shares of five dollars each, sending along five dol­
lars for herself and ten dollars for two shar~s from 
the little Willing vVork.ers of her sabbath school. 

The proposition elicited quite an interest, and 
other pledges soon followed. In the mea;1 time, 
the Nemaha River quarterly meeting took the 
matter up, and raised very nearly enough to pay 
for a lot. Seven of the brethren, Messrs. Taylor, 
Carmine, 1iurphy, Clark. Grove, Jewell and \Vill­
iams, s igned a note to borrow and ad ,·ance the t\vo 
hundred dollars that it was now felt would be 
realized from s ister Lowell's proposition. As in 
each other case, the executive committee appointe:! 
a person to solicit, collect and pay out subscriptions 
and superintend the constructicn . A. D. \Villi~ms 

was appointed. 
By this time it h ad been learned how to econo~ 

mize. \Vholesale terms had been obtained front 
Chicago on lumber , with a rebate on the freight 
from the railroad. When the local dealers learned 
this, they reduced rates to the same, rather than 
have the material go through other hands. \Vhole­
sale rates were also secured on hardware, paint, 
and other articles. \Vhere dealers in any of these 

articles subscribed, 
tent at retail rates . 

they were credited to that ex­
But whateyer was purchased 
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beyond was secured and paid for at wholesale rate:: 
In this way, a yery considerable reduction w~ 
made from the ordinary cost of such structure~ 

The superintendent also looked after quite anum 
ber of things that in ordinary cases are i terns 0 

expense, without charge-brother 11arks and the 
chainnan, in addition to paying their own subscrip­
tions in cash, never charging anything for their 

personal services. 
The Cortland house was a small one, only twenty­

one by thirty-five feet , ·with ten feet posts and a steep 
roof, surmounted on the front end by a tasteful bel!­
turrett. The outside was finished with belted 
work and painted in colors, and the inside in white 
hard finish. The windows were of enameled col­
ored and figured glass. The house was seated 
with chairs, h aYing capacity for one hundred· and 
ten. \Vhen all was done, it was found tha; the 

·building and foundation had been constructed at 
little if any over five hundred dollars; and, includ­
ing land and a Cincinnati Bell Foundry twenty­
eight inch bell, the whole cash cost was inside ot 
six-hundred dollars-the amount it was afterwards 
sold for. When this cost, capacity and character ot 

the h ouse was mentioned to the Presbyterian synod­
ical missonary for the s tate, he replied; '·The days 
of miracles are not past, when such a thing can. be 
done.'' 

From sister Lowell's appeal, howeYer, only about 

one hundred and twenty-fiye dollars were received. 

SOLD. 

But the sisters of the Woman's l\1'ission Society 
gaye fifty dollars, nearly making up the amount. 
The rest, together with other items otherwise 
unprovided for, " ·as made up by a pa1ty here, in 
addition to a previous subscription of one hundred 
dollars. The citizens of the place did not subscribe 
v-ery liberally, tho\tgh quite as liberally as for the 
one other church that h ad bec;1 erected there before. 
The town at that time perhaps needed chnrche:> 

quite as much as. it apprecbted them. 
It may perhaps as \\"ell be added l~e:.-e that when 

the church was doue. brother \Vhnrton. for whom 
it had largely been built, felt nn~b!c to C('Cttpy it­
much to our dis2ppointment. 

Brother \\."es.tley held a protracted meeting in the 
house, with some success., in conyersions. Sooa 
after, and just at the time for proving a fdcrum for 
the Liacola interest , the Congregationali ::;ts affere<l 
us si~ h uudred dollars for the building. FQttr of 
the ei6ht members. of the church moved U\\:-ay, and 
the only remainiug one in or near the ·dUage was 
nbout to, aud all united in. advising the executive 
comnuttee to sell the hou.se--\Yhich they did. But. 
the expending of a little over three htmdred dollars 
of denominational funds there brought us a retunl 
of six hundred, that came just in the nick of time 

to make Lincoln possible, as it \YOuld not have 
been without it. It was a failure that ,,?rou<Yht a .::> 

famou3 Yictory. And , it may farther be added, but 

for <lur systetn Qf cooperation it coullt uot bav~ 
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been handled and made to work out the victory 
that it did. 

In the Cortland case, the following is the action 
of the executive committee:-

"Authorized our chairman (A. D. \Villiatns) to raise, 
collect aud expend funds for the House of \Vorship in 
Cortland, and superintend the eredion of the same-pro­
vided that no debts be made that will be an incumbrance 
on the House, or a debt against the Yearly Meeting." 

At the same meeting, the followjng action was 
also taken:-

"Authorized our chairman to raise, collect and expend 
funds for the erection of a House of Worship in Aurora on 
the same conditions." ' 

At a subsequent meeting, the executive com­
mittee "appointed W. H. Edger to superintend the 
erection of the Aurora house of worship, and to 
assist in securing subscriptions, I 1 and also adopted 
as the plan for the house, 11plan number 9 in the 
Presbyterian book of church, parsonage and school 
plaus,'' with a modification as to interior arrange­
ment. 

The $200 from brother B. H. Steevens, called 
''The Steevens Fund,~' had before been offered to 
the Aurora church, and a general understanding, 
after much conference, uad been reached to build 
there during the summer. A meeting of the church 
was called to settle on plans and methods, and the 
members specially notified to attend. Only one 
member, sister Engle, was present. This was 
unpromiSing, and the executive committee were 
thereby much embarrassed. There had been from 
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the first great lack of faith in the leading members 
of the church, as to their ability to build; and this 
non-attendance of the church was construed into an 
unwillingness on the part of the members to assuwe 
any financial responsibility above their subscrip­
tions, which were generally generous, and thus to 
throw all the responsibility on the executive com­
mittee-which was probably the case. 

After n1ature consideration, it was decided to 
accept the responsibility and go ahead. Accordingly 
work was commenced, and prosecuted with as 
much vio-or as circumstances would permit. Differ-

t> 

ences arising, as to following out of plans and the 
tnaking of indebtedness, :Mr. Edger retired from 
superintending the work ; and the chairman, with 
the advice and cooperation of other members of the 
executive committee, carried it on-finally to the 
~ompletion of the main audience room and to the 
enclosing and covering of the adjoining vestry 
room. 
• The house was dedicated at the time of the 

yearly meeting, held in it, August 16, r885. A. D. 
Willlams preached the sermon. More indebtedness 
had been made than was intended; so that, after 
the amount raised at the dedication, a considerable 
sum yet remained to be raised. But after a time, 
with the special assistance of brother B. F. Isaman, 
the enterprise was virtually freed from debt. There 
had never been any legal incumbrance on any of 
the houses, except Central City. Like Kenesaw, 

• 

• 
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Reynolds and Cortland, this house was deeded 
under our system of cooperation. 

Considering the gen~ral lack of fai tli in success 
on the part of the Aurora brethren, and the fact 
that no other house of worship in the city \Yas free 
from debt, as well as the peculiar difficulties under 
\\•hich the work was done, this was a famous tri­
umph. It was also an unmistakable tribute to the 
system of cooperation. Too dt!arly to be mistaken, 
or questioned, the house woulQ. not haye been 
built, and could not have l>een, but for it. And, 
what is more, if there shall ever be a failure as 
to the church, the house at least is safe, and will be 
wotth, and will bring, more than it cost of denom­
inational funds. 

In the mean time, the br-ethren at Grand View, 
in Gage county, had resolYed to adse and bl!i!d, 
and of themseJycs·-\\·ithout aid from m~ss:o.1 fUI:C.s. 
Accordingly, they went at it with a will, and had a 
,·ery neat and tasteful house, with a tower, ready 
for dedicati6n, July 19, 1B85. The exterior is 
belted and finished in panel and shingle \vork and 
painted in colors. Il was modeled after the accom­
panying pbn, the chat1ges being mostly that the 
sides are shorter and higher. 'the pews, like those 
of the Aurora house, are of California Redwood, 
and present a very pretty appearaucc. 

As in many other cases, the expense considerably 
exceeded the estimates, leaving the enterprise in 
debt. But the brethren there baye labored deli-

• 
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gently and courageously, and have at length nearly 
or quite extinguished the liability. No aid being 
given or asked, it was neither built nor deeded 
ttn der our system of COOperation. 

This successful campaign of church erection, in 
comparison wlth onr small number aud very 
limited means, was an inspiration to our brethren, 
and brought us many congratulations from abroad. 
It sttrprised all to see what can be accomplished, 
with cooperation and courage. The concentration 
of small means and the force of united and well­
directed effort, accomplished what much larger bLtt 
unsystematized and unconcentrateJ forces fail to 
realize. Cooperation in this matter was clearly 
~een to be a success-not only a combination, but a 
multiplication of forces. 

All ol these houses were built without any legal 
incumbrance even in the Grand View case, certain 
brethren shouldering the responsibility and giving 
their individual notes for the deficiency. In the 
other cases, under cooperative management, no 
debt was made that required anything of the kind, 
and everything was paid in a comparatively short 
time-a thing that could not otherwise have been 
done. Indeed, without the system of cooperation, 
neither of the other houses would have been built 
at all. 

In union there is strength ; and, the more there is 
of uniting and concentrating, both effort and coun­
sel, the larger and better the success. 

6 



CHAPTER XL 

:PROGRESS OF OiURCH WORK, 

\Vhile this campaign of church-house building 
was going on, there was 110 neglect of church 
building proper. Early in the fall of 1884, brethren 
Knapp and Edger held a very succ-essful serie.> of 
meetings at Central City, resulting in some thirty 
accessions tcr the church. A similar series, soon 
after, at Aurora, held by the same brethren, resulted 
in some t\\'enty accessions. A meeting at Lon-g 
Branch, by b1~other \Vharton, greatl)t strengthened 
that interest, not only by accessions, but by giving 
it increased pt'estigt= and infiuenc~ in the commun­
ity. A dra\v'-back \vas that tlte school house, us 
which the meetings were held, was t09 snJ:all to 
hold the congregations. 

The Nemaha River quarterly meet1ng 'V'as heid 
at Grand View, December 1 1-i3, r884. The 
weather was unpropitious, and some of the rowdy 
element were somewhat disposed to make trouble. 
The meeting was neverthefess a success, and four 
\Yere added to the church during its continuance, 
giving the church a start on the way to prosperity. 
'£he next week,. Rev" Isaac Stone, from Belmo:J.t, 
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/'astor o.f Clay and Fillmon • ( till relit'S. 

• 

A.t:tm>s1o'Ks. 

~ame to the help of brother Wharton, and a po,ver­
ful revival soon broke out, that caused many of the 
stout cedars to bow. One ma:n, a leader in com­
munity, aud 11oted for his infidelity, soon bowed at 
the Cross, aud '\'V'as followed by others, until the 
leading h~tluelices of the rommunity were won to 
Christ, 

in Clay aud Fillmore counties, brethren DazeJ 
uuu Bouck made full proof of th-eir ministry. A 
series of meetings were held ai- Grm·e, which 
-evenfuated in sol:ne acce~sic-ns 2-·nd streugt.h to the 
-church. Another series was held ia a neighborhood 
a little south--east, which resulted in the organiza­
tion of the Fellowship church with sixteen members, 
Still another protracted ·e1for~ iu a neighborhood 
north of that, resulted in the organization of the 
Pairvie\\· church, with a membership of eighteen, 
;nostly through brother Dazey's labors. 

Brother Bouck held a series of me>etiugs at 
l~enesaw, The-re were many obstacles. Dut per­
sistence and faitbfulness eventually wou. A geu­
~ral reviving took place, and some fifteen or eighteen 
-conversions. Fifteen we:re -added to the church. 
Ten were baptized, s01ne of whom had before beeu 
lnembers of pedobaptist churches. 

·\Ve were however put to the greatest straits fm 
lneans. At the end of the missiou year, September 
r, x88s, only one hundred and fifty of the four 
hundred dollars mission appropriation llad been 
r~ceived, and that did not suffice for R~·nolds alone 
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Nothing at all was received for more than six 
mouths. Allowances had been made from the 
expected appropriation, as the needs of the workers 
were of the most urgent kind. They could not 
live without bread. They had lived on the smallest 
allowance. But they were in debt for that, expect­
ing the appropriation to pay it. Something had to 
be done. Resort was had to borrowing at the bank, 
and thfl amount carried for the year, the interest 
coming out of private means. At the be:;t we 
coltld do, the workers could not be kept steadily in 
the field-they had to turn from administering the 
\Vord of the Lord to the serving of their own 

tables, 
At the approach of winter, r88+-s, brother 

\Vharton' s house was only sheeted, without weather­
boarding or plastering, with cracks through which 
the out-doors came in at its ple:l.Sure. He could do 
the work, or get it done. But he had absolutely no 
means to procure material. Brother Dazey was 
1aboriug at the hardest kind of work during the 
week, to keep the wolf at bay, and preachiiJ.g 
Sundays; and sister Dazey, a small delicate woman, 
went into the field and husked corn, that her 
husband might attend covenant meeting on Satur­
day, or lose a little time in a protracted meeting. 
Brother Thompson was liYing in a little half shanty 
and half dug-out, with scarcely room enough for 
stove and floor-beds for a large family, resolutely 
and successfully preaching Christ to the people, 
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whether he had enough to eat or clothes most 
people would deem fit to wear, or whether he went 
·without. Brother Westley was living somehow­
who can tell how-on less than two hundred dollars 
a ,·ear in destitution .and in want leading many 

' J , 

souls to Christ. 
\Vhat wonder is it that the chairman, seeing all 

this, and more, pleaded ~amestly for the payment 
of appropriations? Is it greatly to be wondered at, 
if he was some'\vhat over-earnest? ~Might he not 
be pardoned as one who sees another in peril is 
pardoned for very earnest effort to secure relief? 
To the intimation that he was asking for pay when 
there was nothing to pay with, he replied that 
there was no thought of such a thing, that no one 
could be blamed for not paying what he did not 
bm·e means to pay. But it was possible, by suffi­
ciently earnest effort, to get something, where 
otherwise there would be nothing, as had been done 
in the case of the foreign mission. He could not 
see why there should not be just as ean1est and 
persistent effort to get the means to pay home 
mission appropriat ions promptly as foreign on~-
1-Iome missionaries could no more live without food 
and clothi ug than foreign ones-the more especially 
as their stipends are materially smaller, The sub­
stantial justice of this was conceded ; but, even yet, 
home missions do not receive equal prominence. 

Our suggestion that for six months there had 
bee.n monthly reports of home mission receipts 
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while we got nothing, drew out that there were 
preferred appropriations, that were paid in full as. 
they became due, while others waited--prominent 
among which was eight hundred dollars for a 

school-Storer College, \Yhile its 'ricinity also hac~ 
about an equal amotmt for mission ptrrposcs proper~ 

The chairman is deeply conscio.tl:S th...:1:t his man­
ncr ~nd spirit may not have been the best. But, as. 
tonching the matter, he does not see how he cotlild 
h~-.;;e been true to the responsibilities of his positio11: 
wtthout doing his utmost to tneet the stern neeessi:­
ties of the interests for which he had been appointed 
to act. 

This experience of delay and disappointment 
taught as a lesson. It taught us not to count our 
chickens until they were hatched-not to lay out 
plans of campaign_ and engage workers until the 
means were actually in hand~ It caused us to lose 
opportunities, and to work at less advantage when it 
became sate to work. But it 'vas a necessib- and J , 

~o that every one has to bow. 
. And yet, it may here be added, the same expe­

nence came to us the following year. Mcaus could 
not be had in time for the evangelistic campaign of 
the fall and winter. Had we fully heeded the 
lesson, there would have been no such campaign 
that season. That \vas an alternatiYe to which it 
was hard to submit. \Ve did not submit. Ofera­
tions "·ere curtailed, to be sure. Int we again 
tesorted to the bank~ notwithstanding high westent 
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'interest, and borrowed, on indh·idual responsibility, 
enough to carry on the most important part of the 
work. A hnndred dollars or two, at the right time. 

\vould have made a wonderful difference in tbc 

year's on tcome. 
During the ministerial year, ending October r, 

the preachers were all hard at work, and with 
varying and yet almost unvarying success. No one 
of them received four hundred dollars. The highest 
was a little over three hundred. Not less than 
three of them entirely supported themselves. Bnl 
they kept at their work. Brother Edger kept up 
the work at Central City. Brother Knapp did good 
service at Aurora. Father Root faithfully worked 
with young vigor at Centreville, and brother Stone 
did what he could at Belmont. Brother Whart01t 
saw success at Grand View and Long Branch, anct 
brother Bouck at Kenesaw. Brother l'r!arks hcroi­
.cally held the fort at Reynolds, and brethren 
Harvey, Elsom and Nickell at other points in the 
Jefferson quarterly meeting. The chairman attended 
all the quarterly meetings, except Clearwater­
attendiug only one there-and on each other Snn­
.day visited such other points as seemed most to 
need his presence, seldom travelling less than a 
hundred miles a week, often two or three times 3$ 

many-in a few cases. multiplying the number by 
five. The numerical increase ot membership dur· 

ing this time was from 340 to 443· 
The press was also pressed into our sen·ice. The 
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then NEBRASKA FREE BAPTIST, was issued regu­
larly once a quarter. One thousand copies of an 
article on ''What Freewill Baptiste; Are,'' were 
issued and largely circulated where it was thought 
they would do the best service. Five hundred 
copies of an article, that had previously been 
published in brother J. E. Cox's Free Baptist 
Herald, entitled ''No Close Communion in Heaven '' 

' 
were also issued in leaflet form and ~widely circula-
ted. These publications served to attract attention 
to our cause, and give increased impetus to our 
work, as well as to gain some respect for ottr 
principles from outsiders. 

CHAPTER XII. 

A WO;\IAN'S MOVEMENT . 

During the trip east, in October, 188-t, the ladies 
of the Freewill Baptist Woman's Mission Society 
manifested considerable interest in the Nebraska 
work. In turn, they desired our ladies to organize 
under their mO\·ement. 

It was represented to them that an obstacle in the 
way was that they were mostly interested in foreign 
missions, while our people felt that the home mis­
sion was a life or death question to them. Accord­
ingly, after some discussion, they very generously 
conceded that the ladies in our and other western 
fields might themselves appropriate whatever funds 
they raised to such mission work as seemed to them 
best, reporting amounts and appropriations to the 
ceu tral society. 

Acc01diugly, the chairman, on his first round of 
quarterly meetings :after his return, presented this 
matter to the consideration of the sisters and breth­
ren of each quarterly meeting. The question of 
organization by the sisters was well received eyery­
where-the action of the central board as .. to 
appropriations removing all objectrous. At his 
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next round of the quarterly meetings, quarterly 
meeting Woman's Mission Societies were organize,· 
in all the quarterly meetings, except Bn.tin an~ 

Cleanvater. 
The Aurora quarterly meeting society was the 

first organized, at Aurora, February 7, 1885. 11rs. 
John Palmer was elected President, :Mrs. G. W. 
Knapp, ]\:{rs. W. II. Edger and widow Jkrry 
Vice President!:>,-onc in each church-and Mrs. 
J. B, Sweet Secretary and Treasurer. 

Th .. e next society organized was the Cass county, 
t!.t Centreville, 1fardt 7, r885. ~irs. Belle Klepser 
President, ~Irs. Stone and ~Irs. Castle Vice Presi­
dents, and 1\fiss Nellie Root Secretary and Treas­
urer. 

Hastings quarterly meeting followed next, the 
orga.t1ization being effected at Fellowship, in a sod 
school house, ]1.1arch ~8, r885. !vfrs. Nancy Alkire 
President. :Mrs. Hattie Cline, ]\fiss Rhcena Alkire, 
Mrs. Jerusha Soule, ~{rs, Anna Bortner, Mrs, 
Nancy E. Sandage aud Miss Katie \Villiams Vice 
Presidents, Miss Edna Bobbett Secretary ancf Miss 
~fary E. W arthhlg Treasurer. 

The J effer::;on quarterly meeting society was 
organized at Reynolds, in connection with the 
dedication, April 4, * r885. }.frs. Lovica Ableman 
President, Mrs. Elisabeth Gandy, };Irs. Elisabeth J. 
Nickell, Mrs. Lottie Marks, Mrs. ~Iinen'a Lloyd 

*The time of U1e dedication ns gir~u on a preccdil1g p:1g~ is WT01W 

by OJlt ~·cek, 
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and !Yirs. Mary Annable Vice Presidents, aud :Miss 
May Farnham Secretary aud Treasurer. 

The Nemaha River society was organized the 
following week, April II, at Long Branch. l\Irs, 

Susan Taylo.r President, ~Irs. Sarah ~furphy, :r"Irs, 
Delta M. Que and Miss Viola Wharton Vice Presi, 
dents, and 1vlrs. Barbara Grove Secretary and 
Treasurer. 

At the following yearly m.eeting, r"t Aurora, a 
yearly meeting Woman's :Mission Society wa~ 

organized, to be auxilliary to the central denomina~ 
tional \Vomau's Society. 1Yirs. A. D. \Villiams. 
President, 11rs. Nancy C. Alkire, Mrs. La-d. ca. 
Ablemau, Mrs. Susan. Taylor, 11rs. Delle Klepser, 
~Irs. John Palmer, 11rs. S . F. Smith and Mrs, 
Stephen Harris Vice Presidents, Mrs. G. W. Knapp 
Secretary, Mrs. Harriet D. Cooley Corresponding 
Secretary, and ~1rs. N. C. Alkire Treasurer, 

The yearly meeting society has held interesting 
se.:;~ous in com1ection with each of tbe. succeedin_g 
yearly meetings, and with few if any exceptions 
the Cass, Hastings and Nemaha societies have held 
nteetings in connection with the quarterly meeting· 
~e£sions, that have commanded quite as much 
interest as any other part of their services. In the 
Aurora and Jefferson quarterly meetings, woman's 
mission meetings haye been held with about the 
same regularity as the quarterly meetings them .. 
selves. Indeed, as soon as the bretheen succeed iu 

O\'e.rcoming the difficttlties with which they have 
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had to contend, so as to hold their quarterly sessions 
regularly, it may safely be expected that the sisters 
will be on hand with the woman's mission meetino-s 

t>• 

T hese good sisters ha\·e not made any great stir 
a~ut it. But they have had a part in nearly or 
qtute eyery movement amongst us since their 
organization. They have contributed more or less 
to every church edifice built by us, have helped to 

make less meager the taeager salary of every pastor, 
and have contributed not a little in supporting 
evangelistic work, besides doing somethiuo- for the 
foreign field. 

0 

Be~ides th 1 '"' ese quarter y and yeurly meetino-
• • 0 

soctet!es, local auxilliaries were organized in many 
of the churches-in Kenesaw, Fairview, Aurora, 
Central Ctty, Centreville, Belmont, Grand View, 
Long Branch, and perhaps others. . I n some instan­
ces, their meetings were not fnlly kept up. But in 

none did the interest really die out. They did 

much to help on the work, and were always read)' 
to· do anything for the cause they perceived tl:ey 
could do. 

.. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

THIRD ANNUAL YEARLY 1\IEETING. 

The third annual yearly meeting was held at 
Aurora, Hamilton county, commencing \1\Tednesday 
C\'ening, August 12, 1885, with an excellent intro­
ductory sermon by Rev. S. F. Smith. 

The following delegates and ex officio ffie\llbers 
were present, \'iz: 

Aw·ora Quartedy 11/ceting--Bros. B. F. Isaman, 
jos. Grim and Eugene Nye, and Revs, G. \V. 
Knapp and \V. H. Edger. 

Balin Quarterly ll-fcetiug-not represented. 
Cass County QuarttJrly llfeetiug-Bro. George 

Peterson, ReYS. E. Root, L Stone and R . ~. 

Bouck, and Mrs. E. Root. 
Cleanoatcr Qua1·ter!J' Meeting-Revs. S. F. Smith 

and A. M. Totman. 
Hastings Quarto·!), llfeetiug-Bros. J. S. Alkire, 

A. Sandage, 0. 11. Soule, J. R. Currier, and--­
\Varthing, ReYs. J. C. Dazey and A. D. \Villiams, 
and 11rs. Sarah Forest. 

Jefferson Quarterly 
Marks, J. M. Nickell 

• 

Mceting-ReYs. William 
and J oseph Masters . 
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Nemaha River Quarterly llfeding-Bros. D. H. 
Clark, J, J. M:urphy and Rev. L. B. \Vharton. 

ReYs. Joseph \Vestley, Joseph Bat·=s, and John 
Hogan were ptesen t from the Northern Kansas 
Yearly Ivleeting, and D. Johnson froni ~"iscousin. 

Rev. G. \V. Knapp was chosen moderator\ 
The report of the e2tecutive comntittee rQdted 

quite at length the history ot the yeaf
1 

most of 
which has already been given, and suggested some 
special objects for the coming year-among them 
ntore attention to pastoral work, and especially the 
better support of the ministry. 

The committee reported the receipts and e~pendi· 
tures, in extenso, and the present financial stratus, 
of each of the houses of worship built under the 
system of cooperation. These reports were highly 
encouraging except as to Ccatral City, and were 
printed in the next umnb~r of the NEBRASKA 

FREE BAPTIST. 

Committees were a.ppointed, and subsequently 
l.nade reports in harmony with the denominational 
tendencies, on missions, temperance, pttblication3 
and cooperation. The conference adopted a report

1 

earnestly urging our members to patronize the 
.!lforning Star and (Min~t!apolis) Free Baptist, and 
our own Sunday school and other publications, 

The parent home mission board was requested to 
appropriate us for the coming year one thousand 
dollars, on condition that we raise one half of it. 
It may perhaps best be stated here that they did 

• 

01:E MA::-t 1'n\VER. :!<53 

11ot feet ab1e to appropriate but half the desired 

am ::mnt . . 
The moral and official charac-ter of the several 

utinisters ,vas examined into, aud the following 
;!pproved-oJ\I'iz. E. Root. I. Stone, W. H. Edger, 
A. D. \Villiams, ]. L. Elliott, A. M. Totman, R. N. 
.Douck, Peter Lansing, G. W . Knapp. 'f. G. Davis, 
\V. Rose,· ]. S. Etsom1 W. Mark.s, S. F. Smith, J' 
:Uasters, G. W. Thompson, ]. M. Nickell, J, C, 
Dazey, C. Fahrtdrich and L. B. \Vharton. 

As last year, exercises were held iu Butler's 
theology, in denominational history, and in pastoral 
theology, and homiletics, and some time was spent 
iu discussing the ·workings of the system of cooper­
ation. T\\10 o{ the brethren, whose individual 
de-;vs had not been followed in ::t11 things, com· 
plained son1cwhat strenuou.:>ly that there \\'as too 
1:1uch ''one man power,'' and oue of thcrrt gave 
110tice of a motion to make a radical chatige in the 
~ystem of c-ooperation. The discussion however 
t.1anifested that these brethren found but one or tw'o 
~ympathisers in these views, and the ''notice'' was 
11ever heard from agai11. The old chairman, A. D. 
\Villiams was re-e1ected, by ballot, practically 
unanimously-all but his own vote--aud the rest of 
the committee, E. Root, G. \V. Knapp, \V. 1:\Iarks 
t\nd \V. H. Edger, were also elected without 

opposition, 
The following resolution was adopted, viz. 

Resolved, That in arranging :fields of labor it shall be the 
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duty of the Yearly Meeting, and of the Executive Committee 
between Yearly :Meeting sessions, to regard and if possible 
conform to the following general principles:-

Ist. The desire of the clmrch or churches, 
2nd. The wish of the preacher, 
3rd, The adaptation of the preacher to the field aud the 

field to the preacher, 
4th. The general good of U1e whole field. 

This was exactly what had been done all the 
time. But, as it was nowhere stated as a law, it 
was thought best to make it such-and it was also 
subsequently made an addition to section second of 
article third of the system of cooperation. 

Near the close of the conference it appeared that 
besides the unauthorized debt on the Central City 
house, there had been a failure to deed the property, 
as agreed, "under our system of cooperation." 
1fr. Edger proposed, instead, that it be deeded to 
local trustees, with a proviso that if the church 
ever lost its Yisibility the property should become 
the property of the yearly meeting. He was 
reminded tilat it was too late for any new arrange­
ment, especially unless they would refund the 
more than three hundred dollars, in all, which they 
had received and used under the accepted condition 
that it be deeded " under OUr system of COOperation. II 
They had taken and useJ the money, under the 
conditions. What now remained was for them to 
fulfil the conditions, according to agreement. 

The executive committee made the following 
report on Fields of Labor, which, as before, was 
unanimously adopted. 

ASSIGNMENTS. 105 

Fll~LDS OF LABOR, 

Au It. ·a Qudr!edy J}J[ech'ng-Aurora and .Mar­
uette, G. vV. Knapp; Central City, W. II. Edger. 

Balin Quarterly .llfectt'ng-Joseph Bates. 

Cass County Quarterly ll.feeting--Centrevilie, E. 
-~oot; Belmont, I. Stone. 

Clearwater Quarter!J' Meeting~Clearwater, G. W. 
'J 'hompson ; Long Pine, A . M. Totman ; Niobrara 
~ Iission, S. F. Smith. 

.!Iastings Quarterly Afeeting-Kenesaw, John 
Hogan; Clay County Circuit, J. C. Dazey. 

Jetferson Quarterly llfeeting-Reynolds, William 
~larks; Diller, J. 1f. Nickell; Fairbury, Dry 
Branch and ~fount Olive, D. J ohnson. 

Nemaha River Quarterly llfeefing-Cortlaud 
and Grand View, R. N. Bouck; Long Branch, L. 
B. \Vharton. 

Evangelists- Joseph \Vestley and Joseph Masters. 

It is understood that the Evangelists are under 
the supervision of the Executive Committee, especi­
ally the chainnan, as to fields of labor and all other 
matters connected with their evangelistic ,vork. 

Recommend that the year commence October xst., 
each year. 

The churches, however, had all previously had 
their attent!on called to the importance of instntct­
Lig their delegates to the yearly meeting as to the 
l (eachers they wanted-· both first and second choice 

7 
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-aud as to bow much discretion they should exeP 
ci:;e as to new men who might be at the yearly 

meeting. 
A sad experience of the year was the death .ot 

Rc\·. Ruel Cooley, He had assisted at the orgamz~ 
aliou of the yearly meeting, and contemplated 
uniting his fort\tnes with it. He had Yisited Kene~ 

saw and had accepted an assignmeilt, in accordance 
·with its desire, to the pastorship of the church in 
ihat place, to take effect, April I, 1885, and l~ad 
.commenced the erection of a residence there, wh1ch 
lte expected to make a final earthly home. . But, 
just as he wrts to start tor that place, he was str~ckeu 
down with sicknesg, and died suddenly, Apnl 13, 

He was a man from whont we expected much. 
Educared at Ooorli1~, eleyen years a missionary in 
India, of more that1 ordinary ability, and since 
driven from that field by it<; climate he had been a 
more than usually successful pastor among our 
"'estern churches----"'highly esteemed by all who 

knew him. 
lt was a hard blow, 11ot only to the KenesaW 

church, but also to the yearly meeting. Hi!j 
character, his infhtence, his work, would ha'\·e been 
:1 tower of strength to our cause in the state. H e 
was one of those eyen-tempered spirits, careful, 
considerate, loving, that rendered him a safe coun­
~tlor and an especially a beloved and successful 
pastor-emphatically a good shepherd, tenderly 
and successfully caring for the .floGk. 

CHAPTER ~lV. 

NOR'l'HERN NEBRASKA. 

Rc\·. A. 1\I. Totman, brother and sister Johnson. 
tlnd some other Freewill Baptists, moved from 
Aurora in r883, to Long Pine, in Brown county, in 
the extreme northern part of the state. Here they 
found a brother l\fead and others from the General 
Baptist~: and, after a time, the Long Pine church 
\Yas organized, with brother Totman as pastor, 
\\·orshiping in a hall. 

Kot ,·ery long after, Rev. S. F. Smith, and some 
others from southen~ Nebraska, joined them, and 
at once added their numbers and energy to the 
church, materially at\gmeuting its working force. 
Brother Smith contmenced preaching at Bassett, 
aucl other points, with his old-time devotion and 
persiste11ce. 

Not far from. the same time, Rev. George \V. 
'Thompson, from northern Kansas, settled some 
eight or nine miles nearly west of Clearwater, 1n 
Antelope county, and commenced preaching. 
Brother Thompson had been conYerted under the 
ministrations of I yes 1\l!arks, a brother of David 
Me.rks, and commenced preaching, and was orda~11"" 

• 
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ed by Ives 11arks and his son William :Marks, 
within ~ month after his conversion. It was quick 
work, and in ordinary cases would be risky work. 
But brother Thompson, with large native ability 
but not much culture, bas made full proof of his 
ministry. His preaching in Antelope county soon 
created a stir, followed by a revival, from which a 
church of nearly twenty members was organized, 
which was a large body for that then sparsely-settled 
community. It however still grew, until after a 
while it numbered over fifty members. He has 
remained pastor up to this time, some four years, 
retaining not only the confidence of the church, 
but the respect of the community. 

These two churches were some eighty miles 
apart. But distance does not count for so much 
out \Vest. Brother Totman visited the Cleanvatet 
brethren with authority from the Long Pine breth­
ren, and the two churches were organized into the 
Clearwater quarterly meeting, in the summer of 
1884, with thirty-five members-nineteen at Clear­

water and sixteen at Long Pine. 
The Clearwater church was worshiping in a sod 

structure, built and used both for church and school 
purposes, by a combination of the facilities of both 
the church and the school district. The accom­
panying cut ·was engraved from a photograph of the 
(sod) building of the Bethel church, in Holt coun­
ty, also used for schonl purposes. But the two, as 
well as several others in that part of the country, 

.. 
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arc built in the same style and from the sa111 e 
design, and so closely resemble one another that a 
picture of one is so exactly like the others, that it 
would be difficult for one to decide from which of 
them the photograph was taken. In this case, the 

picture \Yas taken in the summer, when the door 
was open, and so does 110t show. By some meau!-., 
also, the engraYer failed to show the door framt or 
jamb. Otherwise, the cut represents Yery accuratL:ly 
the houses in \Yhich most of the churches of the 

Cleanvater quarterly meeting now won;hip. 
The church at Long Pine, being in a prominent 

and growing town, now a railroad dh·ision, au<l 
with abundant "·ater power, s truggled long and 
hard. Other denominations there had large aid 
from their church exte11sion boards, while ours had 

none, either for church erection or for church \York 

proper. \Vhat was lacking in these respects was 
however largely made up by the faithfulness aml 
persistence of brothers Totman aud Smith. ~rhe 

former labored as pastor for a long time, "·itltont 
compensation, and then the latter stepped in a11d 
relieved him, also with little or no compensatio11. 
Then, when it was finally decided to build, in the 
fall of r885, these two brethren headed the !->lib­

scription ·with large amounts; and \\'hen, at last. 
all was raised that could be, they di\'ided the 
remaining debt between them , and paid it. In 

additio11, brother Smith bought a 9ootb Mnel'ky 

bell and presented it to the society. The bo11~t· 

• 
• 
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itself is a commodious and tasteful one-at tl:e 
time we sa'\\~ it, and for aught we know is yet, the 
finest-appearing house of worship in the town. 

In the m~an time, the Clearwater church h ad 
not only largely increased, but new churches had 
been organized, one of some thirty members called 
Bethel, at Conley, Holt count-y, some thirty mile:; 

" est of Clearwater, and soon after another at Goose 
Lah.e, between the two other points, with about 
twenty members. 11ore recently, two more churches 
h ave been organized, one some eight or ten miles 
from Conley, and another near or at Spalding, in 
Greeley c::mnty-both to some extent and the latter 
almost wholly u ·1der the lab Jrs of Rev. F. M. Florer. 

Then a broth~r \V. R. D~witt mov~d into Keya 
P ah::t com1ty. n~:t~ of L -:>nJ Pin~. anJ commen­
ced preaching. 1f::l.rked re;ults followed. Brother~ 

Smith and Totman were soo!l called upon to orgr'r ­
ize new churche , and to ordain brother De'\\ itt. 
New churches were soon organized at Spring Vie..,,·, 
the county seat, and at Brewer and Stephenson. 
A w:1ile after, a brother of his, Rev. A. W. Dewitt, 

j oined him from Illinois. Both gave themselycs 
heartily to the work, and the cause prospered; so 
that a new qu:1.rterly m :!eting was organized, called 
the Niobrara, from the noted riYer of tha t uan:e, 
that torms part of the boundary between BrmYn 
and Keya Paha county. Long Pine church secured 
a dismissal from the Clearwater quarterly meeting 
" l' 1 united with this new one-the d istance be· .· ~ 

J: . uc h less. 
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r~ethren John Morrow and F. M. Floror came to 
L~, at Bethel, from the Methodists, and, h aYing 
been baptized, were licensed to preach, and subse­
quently ordained. Both are preaching fait hfully 
and successfully, the later in the southern part of 
the Clearwater quarterly meeting, and the former is 
pastor at Paddock, a new church in the northern 
part of Holt cot111ty, around which influences arc 
clusteri11g that promise to result in still another 

Cll.l::trterly meeting. 
4 

• 

The Long Pine meeting house was dedlcatecl, the 
first Sunday in September, I 886. Sermon by Re\ . 
Ransom Dunn, D. D. In connection therewith, a 
conyeution was held and a new yearly meeting 

organized, to consis t of the Niobrara and the 
Clearwater quarterly meetings, and called the 
Northern Nebraska Yearly Meeting-a step ampl) 

justified by the distance, the average dis tan.: 
between the two being nearly two hundred miles. 
T he h and of fellowship to the new yearly meeting 
\vas giyeu by l:'rof. Dunn. Brother S. F. Smith 
was elected delegate to the approaching General 
Conference. Another session of this yearly meeting 

was held at Long Pine, in June, 1887, at which it 
appeared that the cause was fl,ourishing all along f1•:' 
line in nortben1 Nebraska. But it also appearut 
that the preachers were working at the gr·?'tk..: t 
sacri:fke with no stated salaries, and but litlh.: 

I 

compenc;ation in any form. 



CHAPTER XV. 

COOPERATION IN NORTHBRN KA!'\SAS. 

During the summer of r88-J., Rev. Ransom Dunn , 
D. n., liYed at Salem, Nebraska, and sen·ed as 

• 

pastor to the church there, which, though in 
Nebraska, still retains its connection with the 
Xortheru K~usas Yearly Meeting. In connection 
with Rev. S. F. Smith, and "·ith ad\"ice of other:. 
a call was issued for a "C01n·ention ," to meet at 
Reynolds, Kebraska, to consider what could be 
done to nch·auce Freewill Baptist interests, panicu­
larly within the bounds of what is now the Northern 
:Kansas Yearly ·Meeting. 

The meeting, consi!.lering the circums~ances, 

was well attended, particutarly by ministers. After 

a pretty fuil discussion, during which the Nebraska 
System of Cooperation was read and considered, a 
committee, of which Dr. Dunn was chairman, \YaS 
appoiuted to draw up and report a plan of opera­
tions. The report aftenYards made was emiuently 
after the style and mental processes of Dr. Dunn, 
but embodied substantially most of the leadiug 
features of the Xebraska system, except that the 

2s:;igument of preachers was to be made only for 

PR IXCIPLES. I r 5 

such churches as specially requested it. This was 
a fatal mistake, s ince it can harclly be possible to 
carry out two di\·erse method at the same time, one 
for one part of the churches and another for others. 

Dr. Dunn , however, enunciated and proyed that 
whatever a church did by committees or delegates 
appointed for that purpose, it did by itself, and 
such doing was therefore not opposed to church 
independence, but in entire harmony with it, and 
one of its necessary and legitimate outgrowths. A 
church cannot all be present at all times and in all 
places, where it is proper and necessary that it 
should act, and so it is ,·irtually necessary that it act 
through and by a selected number-by committees, 
delegates or cotmcils. These principles are not 
only recognized among all republica:1 go,·en1ments, 
where a comparati\·ely small number are selected to 
voice the will of the whole body, but all congrega­
tional and independent bodies haye from the first 
!lnd at all times acted accordingly. Hence. churches, 
if they think advisable aud bes t, may commit the 
selection e\·en of paston:; to a council or to a com­
mittee or to their delegates acting in concert with 
the delegates of other churches, as in a council, in 
a quarterly or yearly meeting conference. Nor is 
the principle in any wise affected whether t.he '· re­
quest" of the churches is for a constant selection, 
or hy a request repented at each se..;.sion. 

Dr. Dunn's plan , instead of calling its central 
cou1mittee an executh·e committee, called it a 

# 
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''Council,'' a difference of words rather than of fact 
or of principle. The chairman of this ''Council" 
"·as however to act and do very much as the 
chairman of the executive committee in the Ne­
braska system. It also differed, as was almost 
inevitable, as coming from him, in giving promi­
nence to the support of Hillsdale College, and to 
(foreign) missions. 

But, in spite of this general sameness, by virtue 
of the points in which it differed, and perhaps by 
virtue of a sort of general conviction that it lacked 
the effectiveness of the Nebraska system, or perhaps 
through lack of earnestness on the part of its 
council, or from all these combined, or other reason5, 
it never went into effective operation. The next 
session of the yearly meeting tacitly adopted it, 
appointed a new councll, et cetera, but it still 
manifested no effective life, and things went on in 
the yearly meeting in the same ineffective way as 
before, and the yearly meeting obviously was not so 
strong as it was some time before; and that, not 
from any specially destroying or disturbing force, 
but from general inertness-a pretty clear case of 
general debility, rather than of active disease. 

The ninth annual session of the yearly meeting 
was held at Fostoria, Pottawatomie county, coUl· 
mencing September .q, r885. A Minister's Conference 
"·as in session for two days before. The writer JJad 
been iudded to participate in the exercises, a rl to 
dedicate the new house of worship there the foi Jlf-

COOPERATION ADOP'l'ED. I I 1 

ing s _mday. The question of Nebraska's s~· ~ten1 

of cooperation came up in the Minister's Confer­
ence, and he was asked to explain it and its work­
ings. He replied that neither he nor the Nebraska 
brethren were intent on any propagandism of their 
system in the other yearly meetings. They were 
desirous only of testing it within their own bounds, 
and let others examine and judge for themseh·es, 
accepting it or not entirely 6f their own motion. 
He, however, answered such questions as were 

asked him. 
The matter was discussed at length, a committee 

appointed and reported favorably concerning the 
system-resulting in a unanimous vote, recommend­
ing the yearly meeting to adopt it. Before the final 
vote was taken, many of the brethren had come in 
aud participated in the discussion. During Friday 
and Friday night, Nebraska's system was the one 
theme of talk and ot interest. When the Yote o_ 
the Ministers' Conference was reported to the 
Yearly Meeting Conference, everybody's minr~ 

seemed to be made up in favor of the system. 
Hence it was adopted, on Saturday, by a unanimou. 
\·ote of all the Freewill Baptists that were present, 

whether delegates or not. 
The delegates present at the yearly 

were:-

meetin" 0 

Blue T"alley Quarterly ]feeling-Revs. H. \V, 
Morse, J. Wiley, ]. D. Calvert, and ]. Hogan, and 
Bros. James I:Iamilton and J. A. Warren. 

\ 
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Rlymb/ic CounfJ' Quarlcr~l' .Jlce!iug- Re\·. S. E. 
Han·ey and Mrs, Lucy Han·ey. 

Salem Quarfal.J' Jfceting-Prof. Lyman C. Chase, 
Rev. T. P. Taylor and Dea, ]. Carpenter. 

1 f ~lsh illgfoJt Quar!c:rl.J' Jlcc!iltg-Re,·. J. Westley, 

Prof. Lyman C. Chase, A. :\f., of Netawaka wa~ 
elected chainnan of the executive committee, 
practically unanimously, attcl Revs. H. W. Morse~ 
t~. E. Harvey and Joseph Westley and brethren J. 
Carpenter, J. Hamilton and H. vV. Gray, the othet 
members of the executive committee-they deciding 
to iHtYe seven, insread of five. 

Notice was gh•eu, as required by the constitution, 
to engraft the system of cooperation as a part of 
the constitution, which was clone accordingly at the 
ltext session. Resolutions were adopted on tem· 
perance, missions aud publications. The latter 
\\·ere as follows: 

Rcsoh•cd, r. That ''-"'e earuestly urge our brethren an<l 
friends to patronize the JJ/ornillJr Star, (1\linneapolis) /·i·d 
Raptis/, and our Sunday School ancl other J)Uhlications; 

"'csolt.wl, 2. That ·we consider the publication of the 
J\'t•bras~·a Free JJaptist as an important interest, and that it 
should he encouraged and sustained by our members, in the 
efforts now being pushed forward to establish the coopera· 
th·c system in this state. 

The report on missions was as follows:-
Nt·soh •ed, That we earnestly request the Parent Home 

1\Iission Society to take such effectual measures to increase 
the interest in and contributions for general home missions, 
so that $500 may be appropriated to our field without 
detracting anythiua from auy other field, and on condition 
that we raise one half of the aruouut in our own field. 

In the 1\Iiuisters' CGnference, a reques t had beeu 

• 

Chairman Nortl1enz f(ausas Executive Committee. 
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made that A. b. \Villiams couduct a Ministers ' 
Institute, the first week in the next April , at 
Haddam ; and, when the yearly meeting adjourned~ 
it adjourned to meet in extra session on Friday of 
lhe same week and at the same place. 

1'lle followit1g assigmrteuts were made, and 
uuanimously ncloptecl, when the Conf€renc~ 

flclj ournecl. 

l"lHT.DS OF LABOR, 

/J!uc T illlt.Y Q .... v. -
Fostoria--C. A . Baker. 
Prairie Ridge-}. D. Cah·ert. 
North Cedar- James vVylie. 
In·iug- H. H. :l\!orse, G. H. Seld01L 

Bluff Creek Mission-\V. H. Northrup . 

.Republic Counl]• Q • .J/.-
Buffalo Valley and Mo11tana-E. E. Han·ey, 
Summit and Fair\'iew-To be supplied. 

Salem Q. ~1.-
Salem-L. B. Whartot1. 

Mt. Pleasant, PO\vhattau and Netawaka-S. P. 
Smith. 

rvas!tinglon Q. J.l/.-

Hadclam and Mill Creek~Josepb Westley. 
Dewitt, Hopewell and Strawberry-T. P . Taylor, 
Cuba Mission-Gabriel Burdette. 

EYangelis t- ]oseph Westley, 

• 



CHAPTER XVI. 

r 
COOPERATION IN SOT;THERN KANSAS. 

'rhere had been a Kansas Yearly Meeting, located 
i:1 southern and central-southern Kansas, tl1at 
after some vicissitudes was m~rged into the Kansas 
Association. After a time, this organization also 
waned, so that its annual m~~tiug in 1885 was a 
Yirtual failure, suffi::::ient delegates n ot appearing to 
coustitute a conferen~e. The two quarterly meet­
ings, the Row Valley and th~ Sum3er and Cowley, 
of which it had been composed, then uni ted in 
making an appointment for th~ organization of a 
Yearly .Meeting. 

Accordingly, delegate·.; from thes.:! quarterly 
meetings met with the Augusta churcl1, Butler 
couuty, Kansas, D~~~m):!r r8, r8S5 . The tollov. ing 
delegates were fouud to be in attendance, viz.-

Row Valley-Revs. L. A . Edwarus ancl \V. 0. 
Johnson , and Bros. Phillip Tharp and D. W . Butts. 

Swmzqr and Cowley-Revs. H. S . Otis and J. H. 
Smith, and Bros. S. P. Creel and D. W. Wilson. 

Rev. H. S. Otis was elected moderator and Rev. 
L. A. Edwards clerk, whereupon Revs. A. D. 
Williams, of the Nebraska Yearly Meeting, F. P. 
Augir, of the :Minnesota Yearly :Meeting and F. :\. 

Janes were called to constitute a council, to C"'ll-
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s1der t1le propriety of organizing a yearly meeting. 
This council spent so14e time in questioning the 
brethren as to organization, discipline and harmon~ 
of the h' o quarterly meetings, and as to their abili 
ty to sustain a yearly mee6ug, their fellowslup, 
·and also the1r ability to sustain pastors, and finally 
'reported favorable to an organization. 'this report 
'was adopted by the cmnrentiou, and the delegale!-1 
ti1en joined 'hands and were fonnally organized into 
a yearly meeting, by tJ1e H and of Fellowship by F. 
'p. Augir, and a Prayer of Con~ecration by A. n. 
\Villiams. T he officers oi the convention ,,~ere con­
tinned as the officers of the yearly meeting, 1Iessrs 
\\?illiams, Aug1'r and Janes \\"ere tl1en appointed a 
-committee on cons6tutioil, when, atter some rot'ltine 
busine=-s, the Conference adjourned. 

During all this time, a brisk discussion ofthemt!r" 
ilc; of the Nortben1 Kansas and Nebraska "System of 
'Cooperation'' had been going on, both in the con· 
n~ntion and the priYate talk of the brethren-with a 
t1ecided, if not unanimous, feeling 1n its fm·or. 
Hence, when the conference met, the next morning, 
the committee on constitution unanimously reporle<l 
jn favor ot aclopti'ng it, and it was unanimously a­
dopted, with only the necessary change of uame", 
and making the executh'e ~ommittee to consist of 
five members, as in the Nebraska yearly meeting-. 
This ''System of Cooperation,'' besides what i-; pe­
~uliar to itc:;clf, contains also the constitution for a 
~rearly meeting, as presented in the Treatise, w]th 

8 
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only a change, as is usually made, in the seconc{ ar~ 
tide, as to b:1sis of m~mbership in the conference. 
Re\'. F. A. J aues, who \~as not a delegate, but wa""' 
{)reaching at Lincolnville, within the bounds of the 
yearly meeting, and ReY. F. P, Augir, were thea 
made ex officio members as provided for, a.ud th~ 

coaferen2e pro'2eeded to eleCt the E~.ecutive Commit­
tee. On the first ballot, Rev. F. P.· Attgir recei\·ed 
a nnjority of votes for Chairman, and his elec<tion 
was made unanimous. Rev. F. A. Janes and L. A 
Hdwards and Bros. Philip Tharp and George Skaer" 
were elected the other four members. 

The following resohitions, touching the \"/or king: 
of the System of Cooperation, w~re adopteJ, Yiz,-

T. Rt•soh•ed, TI1at the two Quarterly Meetings be atl.· 
Y:sed to raise at least o11e hnndn:d dollars each per year t_o· 
ward the support of the Chainnatf of the Executive Comtutl· 
tee, including the collections he takes ; 

2. Resoh•ed, Tha-t the Execuli\'e Committee ad\'ise each· 
charge in the Yearly l\leet1ng of tht amount it should raise 
for its pastor-or for et·augeli~tic labors ; 

3· Resolved, That in the c~ of the chairman ami 
t)rcachers, or evangelists, the Conference or Executive Com­
mittee assume no responsibility to snp?lY any financial defi-­
ciency that may occur. 

Rev. L. A . Edwards was tnade standing clerk,. 
and tlle brethren whose names appear in the following; 
''Fidds of Labor'' were recognized as ex officio 
members. The (:Minneapolb) Ftee Baptist wa;; 
heartily endorsed and recommended to the brethren, 
and the Executive Commit~ee reported the following 
Fields of Labor, which was unanimously adopted~ 
YiZ.-" 

\ 
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FIELDS OF LABOR. 

Swi/Ju.ra>zd C<J'.c'k1' Q. /II.~ 
Augm;ta and \Vest Liberty-F. P. Augir . 
Science Valley and Spriug Dale .Missiou-J. II. 

Smith. 
Liberty-J~ P, Henderson. 
Lincolnville-F. A. Janes, 

-Row T ral/.ej• Q, Jlf-=- _ 
Village Creek, Buffal-o and .!vlapleCrove Mis.:;i01~ 

-J. E. Bayless, 
Pleasant Valle..v-J. Hale. 
Fain•iew, Ro::k Ridge and Salem and Deweese 

.School House Mission-\V 0. JOhnson. 
Little Zio::~G. \V. Goodman. 
Bethsaida-0. E. Aldrich.. 

Ev<mgelists--L. A. ~dwards and H. S . Otis. 

Fields at Large-E. \T. Merritt and G. \V. Cole .. 

These brethren were fouud to be laboring under 
"iOllH~ clisach·ant:1ge, ili that d·~eir churches were aU 
in the couutry and \(' ithotU a single house of worship. 

• 
S,:nne Of the Ch llrche3, too, had beet! iH existen:::e for 
so:11e years "•ithout making much progress, thus ii1-
ducing more or le~s discouragemeut. Their seYeral 
changes of organization had also tended somewhat in 
the same direction. Besides, the preachers had 
lll~3lly supported them'5eh·es, and so had not been a­
ble to giv~e that undivided attention to the work that 
i'l essential to its best progress. 

But, while somewhat cast down, they were 
by no meaus ready to give up. The churches 
were becoming better off, :fin~ncially, and sho\Yed a 
.-E~positiou to contribute more for the adyancement 

• 
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of the Gospel. The preachers themseh·es had 
mourned over the desolations of Zion, until the \Vord 
"·as like fire shut up \vi thin them, and they were 
weary of witholding. Some new and promising tal­
ents had come in among them; and as iron sharpen­
eth iron, so doth the countenance of a man his friend 
-and the new helped to <lncourage the old. Then, 
as they had seen their failures to result from lack ~f 
cooperation, concentration and the effectiveness of 
wise guidance, so now they hoped for much from 
the newly adopted system of cooperation-which, 
however, is like a g-ood machine effective if rio-btl,-

....... T b ..,.t 

worked, not othenvise, 

And so they entered courageously and heartily 
upon the work before them--earnestly praying, not 
only for the prosperity of the churches already e:-:;­
tablished, hut looking for the opportunity of enter· 
ing the open doors before them in such towns as Eu~ 
reka, Cherryvale, \\"ellington, \Vinfield, Chanu.ter 
and others-

• 

CHAPTER XVII. 

TIIR WORK IN N.EBRASKA. 

narly in the ministerial season of 1885-6, broth­
er \Vestley held a protracted meeting at Cortland. 
'fhe meetings were good and a number were re­
claimed and con\·erted. But, o"\\ing to peculiar cir­
cum-;tances, there were no acce~sions, and brother 
Bouck thought !.t best to omit appointments there. 
Following this, brother Westley held a series of 
meetings at Kenesaw, with good results. There 
\\'ere a number of con,•ersious, the community was 
not a little stirred and inclined toward religious things. 
'fhere were tweh·e accessions to the Freewill Baptist 
church, and a portion of the community also inter­
ested in our cause, not heretofore interested in it. 

During this time, brethren Dazey and Frye held a 
meeting at Pleasant Plain, heretofore a very weak 
interest, resulting in some thirty accessions, and the 
making the church a manifest power in that conunu­
uity, Following this, brother Masters assisted 
brother Dazey in a meeting at Fairview, resulting in 
':lome twenty additions, and materially increasing the 
-:;trength of the church. 

In the Cass quarterly meeting, a meeting was be-
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gun at Centreville by the pastor, Father Root, some­
what assisted near the end by brotl1er 1Iasters, which 
resulted in a number of conversions and a number of 
baptisms and additions. A good exampfe was set 
there in the immediate baptism of the converts. At 
Belmont, the circumstances "vere not so fhyoral)le. 

In the Batin quarterly meeting, tT1e Oak Creer.-: 
dntrcT1 had held no stated senrices since before t!1e 
organization ofthe yearly meeting. Drother Joseph 
Bates, wlio ·was appointed to that work, made an ef­
fort to revive it, anct at one time was sanguine of 
success. But a liea, .. y, drifting sno\Y-storm came 
on just at the time, and before I1e could get back 
1 here again circumstances tttrned in the otT1er direc­
tion. At B3.tin, otrr brethren being- shut out of the 
sod school house, brotlier Step!1en Harris opened his 
small sod house for a quartt!rly meeting. But ft 
-was insufficient for constant services. An e:flort was 
made to erect a small nonse ofworsi1ip, that for a 
time promised' success-and would !1a\•e been a suc­

cess could it have been closely followed np. But 
circumstances prevented tT1at, and so the enterprise 
final ly feli througT1, and the cbnrch bad no preacT1-
ing for the remainder ofthe year. 

Specia! meetings were als,... bdd at Reynolds b)" 

brethren Knapp and' Marks, arid at Grand View by 
brothers Boock and "\Vl1arton, 'nth good results and 

some accessions. 
There was also a marked adyance in tl1e Clearw·a­

ler quartedy n1eeting. and iu Keya Paha county 

l'ROG<RESS. I ,~ -I 

some distJ.nce nortll, th3.t ha~:e been referred to,* 
which gaYe a great impetus to our cause in the 
n orthen1 part of the state, resulting in the new 
yearly meeting there, and the erection of an excd-

c tent house of ,,·orsl1ip at Long Pine. 
At Aurora, there was a slow but steady growth, 

under the pastorship of brother Knapp. At one 
time, he felt he must leave, on aeeount of financial 
straits. nat the brethren rallied and fottnd mean~ 
to retain him. The sisters were especially acth·c, 
~anvassing the city for Sunday school scholars and 
for the congregation, with noticeable results. Sis­
ter Knapp was especially an inspiration in the Sun­

.day school work. 
At Reynolds, in the Jefferson quartetly meeting, 

brother l\Iarks resolutely kept up meetings once in 
two w~eks, aucl a debt of some eighty dollars wa: 
paid on the lots on \Yhich the bouse of worship 
-stands, and the deed secured. The sisters of the 
quarterly meeting woman's mission society contrib­

uted quite a large part of this. 
Dttriug this season, some treuble was experienced 

"\vith the Centra1 City interest. The executive com-
1l1littee called upon ~1r. Edger to have the property 
<l.eeded accord'il'lg to the conditions on which the 190 

and 9 fu.n d and ot11er monies were receiYed, and as 
agreed. But tbey not only failed to do so, but ou 
divers occasions declared tb.ey ne,·er would do it. 
Then the church took an oceasion. at tbejr mvu 

'See pages uo to JJJ.. 
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place, when only one representath·e of the other 
church was present, to , ·ote themseh·es out of the 
quarterly meeting, against the protest of the repre­
c;entatiye of the other church. The execnth·e com­
mittee and the remainder of the quarter!y meeting­
declared this yote yoid, on tlle ground that a churcf1 
can no more act on its O\Yll case, to Yote itself out of 
the quarteriy meeting, than an iudivid uat can to vote 
I1imself out of a church, and so the letter was with­
held. Later on, howe,·er, no one objecting, the 
~1uarterly n~eetiug gave them what they ·wanted­
not au ordinary letter. but a letter of absolute dis­
nnsswn. 11r. Edger and members ofthe church af­
tenvards proposed to unite again with the quarterlr 
meeting. But, it was objected that as they were 
out by their 0\'"ll ~-ish, they better stay out until 
the matter of the deeding of the property was prop­
erly settled. 

During the year> too>- the ch urci1es \\ere reminded, 
through the \VES'l'ER~ FREE BAPTIST, as well as 
privately by the chairman, to consider whom the~­

wanted for pastor the coming year, and T10w much 
they could raise for his support,. and to ha-ve their 
delegation in the yearly meeting properly instntcted 
to carry out, as far as possible~ their wishes in this 
matter. This was quite generatly done ; and so, 
when the yearly meeting assembled, the wishes of 
the churches were readily known. 

There was a continued use of the press, not only 
in publishing our own little quarterly sheet,. but iu 

• 

"C'Slt OF 'l'HE PRESS. 

i~sning and circulating doctrinal leaflets. This ye~r 
"·e i~~ucd a new· edition of "Ko Clc~e Ccrrmumcu 
in HeaYen," another entitled ''Close Communion­
H'lty/'' another on the communion question gener~ 
allY, another entitled "Pedo-baptist Bihle," consist­

in~ of the passages of the Bible concerning baptism 
with "sprinkling" inserted in the place of "bap­
tism,'' and still another on the baptismal question 
o-euerall v. Besides this, as the pastor of the cl05l' 
t> -

communion church in Lincoln had inYited us to its 
communion, an article was published commending 
him for the act, and suggesting that he gh·e the sam<.:­
inYitation publicly that he bad giYen us prh·ately­
\Yhich brought out an exhibition of some temper on 
the part of the pastor, and by the publicity of the 
matter put an end to such iuYitations and to prh·ate 

representations that there was no need of our church 
in Lincoln as they also would receive other~ to their 

commuuton. 



CHAPTER XYIII. 

CHURCH BUILDING AT LINCOLN. 

From the :first, the executive committee bad 
watched closely for an opportunity to plant an inter­
est in Lincoln, the Capital of t.he state. There were 
quite a number oi prominent, active christians in the 
city, who had formerly been Freewill Baptists. But 
they had come to the city one by· one, through the 
different years of its history; and, finding no Free­
will Baptist chllrch there, had united with other 
churches, and had become so interwoven with their 
interests that they '\Yere not inclined to leaye them. 
The number of such was sufficient, if actively unit­
ed together, to form about as large and strong a 
church as any in the city, except the Methodist. 

Brother George W. Sisson, who had been a miu­
i:-;ter among us, but had nearly ceased his ministra-
1ions and now belonged to the close baptist church, 
was ean1est w ha Ye a Freewill Baptist i11terest es­
tablid:<:d. Brotl~er L. L. Hitcbccck, rccu1tl:y frcm 
Xew York, shared in the same feeling. Tl.en Rc\·. 
A. F. Bryant, one of our able ministers, who had 
occupied prominent positions, moyed into the enYir­
ons of the city, and ·was also desjrous of ha-ring a 

SF.RIOt:'S OBSTACLES. I ;'1 l 

church established. Finally, in the early part of 
r886, a canYas of the city was made, under the ct:s~ 

pices of the executh·e committee, to .as~erta~n how 
manv could be found desirous of enlisting 111 such 
nn e~1 tcrprise, The result was eighteen names .. a' 
mono- them Deacon Allen D. Baker, an old Frecwlll 
Bapt~st, son of the late Rev. George Baker, of Ohio, 
and brother ofOscar E. Baker, pastor of the Roger 
Williams church, Providence, Rhode Island. But, 
they were none of them ~yealthy, and most of them 
were poor. Two serious financial questions con­
fronted them-how to support serYices, and how to 

proYidc a place for them. . 
Brother Bryant aided the first, by proposmg to 

preach for them awhile without compensation. But 
that was sufficient only for the day. And, eycn 
then, how prod de a place for worship. In the ear­
ly history of the city, the state, owning the lots, ~1ad 
giYeu one or more to each denomination establish~ 
iug an interest there. But it was now too l~t~ for 
that. '!'he state had. disposed of all the ellgtble, 
central sites and the legislature had ceased making 

' · b So eYen ~ if any more such clonatwns auyw ere. , . 
members enough could be found for a church, 1t was 
necessary to secure from one to three thousand dol~ 
lars for a lot, and enough more to put some kin: 

1 of 

a building on it for a place of ·worship. 
At this junc.ture, the Congregationalists offered us 

their old edifice in the city "hich they \Yere ah(mt 
Yacatin<T for fiye hundred dollars, and to giYc us 

01 
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four hundred and :fifty dollars for our now unoccu­
pied house at Cortland. It was thought, howe,-er, 
that possibly better terms could be sectued, and that 
perhaps the house could be moyed onto a leased lot 
until on€! could be purchased. The corresponding 
secretary of our parent home mission board, Rev. A. 

L. Gerrish, and also the treasurer, Rev. A. GiYen. 
·were advised of all the particulars, by the executh·e 
committee, through its chairman, and aske(~ for ad­
Yice as to what to do, whether to go on or not, and 
what encouragement the board could give. Brother 
Gerrish ne,·er anS\Yered our letters, though it is 
known that he receh·ed them. This left us in great 
perplexity, making it apparent that we must giye 
up the enterprise, or proceed entirely on our own re­
sponsibility. Brother Gi\·en answered encouraging­
ly, but reminded us that while an officer of the board, 
he was not a member of it, and so could not speak at 
all in its behalf. In the mean time, the Congrega­
tionalists increased their offer for our C01iland bouse 
to six hundred dollars-all we asked for it and the 

I 

executiye committee accepted the offer, April 13, 

1886. It should be stated here that both the mem­
bers of the Cortland church who had gone away and 
those who remained bad previously advised us to 
sell the Cortland house, so that the matter was le­
gally entirely in the hands of the executiYe commit­
tee. Then the chainnan found a beautiful lot in 
Lincoln, centrally located, which could be had for 
twenty-.fiye hundred dollars, on such terms of pay~ 

CHCRCH ORGAXIZED. 

t11ent as he thought within the reach of the execu­
th·e committee. But he also found that auothe1 
party was bent on having the lot, and he belie\·ed 
would give more money to get it. At auy rate be 
felt assured it was an excellent investment. But 
there was then no time to con,·ene the committee, 
and the lot mno:;t be tuken or let go before they 
could be consulted, or the other party had a chance 
to over-bid. So he accepted the responsibility, and 
took the lot, intending to keep it himself if the com .. 
mittec did not want it. In less than six hours, five 
hundred dollar::; more was o·ffered for the lot. 

The execttli,·~ com!nittee ·was immediately called 
together, April 2+, 1886. There were present G. 
\V. Knapp, E. Root and A. D. \Villiams. It wa.; 
found that there \Vas eutire unanimity on the part 
of all eoucerned as to what was best to do So the 
committee adjourned oyer until :Monday, the 26th. 
and personally and by notice in the papers called a 
meeting of Free,·t'ill Baptists and all interested, to 
meet Sunday morning, at the V. l\L C. A. rooms. 
Quite a respectable little congregation assemb1ec1

7 

aucl Re\·. A. F. Bryant preached the first specifically' 
Freewill Baptist sermon ever delivered in Lincol11. 
At its close, a Freewill Baptist church of eighteefl 
1nembers was organized,* electing A. F. Bryant 

'Jhc names ofthc~e ci~hteeu were. A. F Br;·ant and wift:, (~eo. \V'. 
~"''-OII.ancl wife, A. D. B~kcr and wife, Peter Lick. a ud wife, J-: . .\. C1 ny 
"!'d .wtfl•, -l'nlmer. w1fe aucl mother, L. L. Httchco.:k and wife, lC 
~~·. 'I aylor, John A . :\[a,:.o and 1\Irs. Lloyd. Dr. H. D. Root and '-"Jfe 
JQlneo.l \"Cry soon cner. 
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lnstor. G. W. Sisson clerk, and Alien D. Bak~t 
'deacon, and arranged to h old services for a time 
-each Sunday morning in theY. :M. C. A. rooms. 

At the official meeting oitheexccutiveconimittee, 
~n Monday, the follO\ving action "ras taken, viz.~ 

Voted, To ratify and adopt tl1e nctiou of the chairman, in 
'purchasing a lot iu Liucolit, Nebraska, corner of sixteenth 
land R streets for church purposes for '$2,500. 

Then, it 'vas ci.eemed best not to put an ole\ 
building on this very eligible lot-· especia1ly as con• 
siderable encouragement li.ad been g i,rert by citizens 
Qf Lincoln toward building a tasteful new edifice. 
H ence, the following action was also taken, viz.-

l'olcd, To authurize ant1 tlin:ct the chairman to solicit 
'Collect and disburse funds for the erection of a church ot\ 
'Said lot, no debt to be made beyotid subscriptions amt 
amouuts reasonably certain to come in, in a short time­
that is, make no permaneut debt. 

Vott:d, 'to authorize and direct the chairman to secure 
plans and specifications for the above named church, an<\ 
superintend the work on the same. 

But now an altogether unlo::>ked-for diffi.:ulty 
arose. A numb~r of wealtlly and influential gen­
tlemen li\~ing in th-= vicinity of said lot, among then\ 
a member of the city council, manifested a vigorous 
oppo3itiou to the erection of a church-building on 
the lot. Ata meeting of the city council, held the 
next ~Ionday evening, an ordinance was passed 
through all its stages, without previous notice and 
under a suspension of the ntles, jumping over two 
and a half blocks, and including our lot, with only 
half of its block, in the fire-limits; so as to compel 
'the erection of a fire-proof building, thinking W<t 
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could not do that. There was not a slone or bric~:: 

building in the territory included, nor more th:111 
two or three in considerable adjoining distance. 

But the act overleaped itself. It was immediate-­
ly said that the city council w.:ts lending itself to 
the persecution of a religiott3 so~iety, at the instiga­
tion of intere3ted p:trtie:>, aud quite a popubr feel 4 

iug arose over the m::ttter. It was also s::tid by the 
mo3t distinglli;;hed legal gentlenten that the ordi-­
nance w.1s illegal; and one of the m::>re prominent 
attorneys of the city, an ex·attoruey general of the 
st::tte, volunteered to protect us against it without 

cost. 
Prob::tbly finding that they had n1issed the mark, 

a real estate dealer 11ow came to us in their behalf 
aud offered five hut1dred dollar3 advance for the lot. 
1I'he answ~r was th::tt it Was useless to approach uq 
with that sum; but that, if they would make it one 
thottsand, the com:nitte~ would be called together 
and the m::ttter coasidered. In a day or two, the 
offer of O!:le th::>as1.nd came; and, accodingly, the 
committee met and the following action was taken, 
G. \V. Knapp, B. F. Isamau and A. D. vVilliamg 

being present, viz.-

'f, o!ed, That the chairman be authorized to sell the lot in 
Lincoln, corner of R and sixteenth streets, if he can get 
~r,ooo advance on the same, and iu that case to select anoth­
er lot on ·which to erect a church. 

A short time thereafter, the Lincoln church too~ 

the f~llowing action, viz.-
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. f 'v!t•d, That we approve and cndor~c til<:- sale of the lot o!\ 
:the corner uf Rand si......:.teenth stn.cts for ·3.500. 

l'oft•d, That >Ye approve and endor~c the action of tl1e 
execut1Ye committee of the Xchraskn Ycnrlv :\Iccdn~. ia 
~tppointing its ch~irmau to solicit and rai~C su\~"criptiO;lS for 
a house of worsh1p, also to secure plans for same and super-
intend the construction of tilL same. ' 

l'o!t•d, That we will endorse the action of the executi\·;.­
committee should they see fit to "elc>ct a lot for a house 
·~omc\\here in the vicinity of thirt~cuth, fourteenth or fif­
tccL t h streets anu E or F sb·eets. 

Three considerations tended to the sale of the lot 
-5.rst, upon invcsligatiou, it w~.s f01.111d that most 
of the people u\.~ing in its yiciuily had already affili~ 

alions with other churches which lhcy \Yonld not 
break, aud so it would be difficult to build up a con­
gregation and espec1all) a s~hbath school th<.:re; 
second, it was deemed highly impolitic to attempt 
to build up an interest in the mid;;t cf antagoni:;tic 

• 
surrouuclings, which would hara::;s the church and 
be harassed by it; and, third, the consi(kratioti of 
the thousand dollars ad\·ance. Either one was per­
haps sufficient-all together, left 110 chnncc for hes­
itation. \Vhen the outcome> "as r~a.ched, all felt ~ 
grateful sense, as had also beeu fdt in prc,'ions de­
velopments, that the Hanel of Di,:ine rrm·iclcncc ,,·as 
guiding us, even in a way we knew not, aud doing 
for us better and more than we at first had dar~cl to 

hope. 
After a thorough canvas of localitie~, there was a 

general couyiction, ~uch as is indicated by the abo\'C 
action of the church, in the hst Yote, that that yicin­
ity was not only a better location for us than the for· 

l ..... 
,J/ 

tner one, but in fact the best one of any in the ci ty. 
fl was also found that the location which was gener­
ally deemed mos t desirable, on the corner of four­
teenth and F streets, could be had fer sixteen lnm­
llred and twetity .. fiye dollars ; so that the Corlla 11cl 
money and the advance money would come w)thil l 
twenty-five dollars of paying for the land, leaving 
all our subscriptions and other n1eans for the erec1. 
ion of the building . And so that location was ~c­
cured , and the h ouse built upon it. The collvktion 
of the excellence of the location, I think, has grown 
t'onstaully s tronger, rather than weaker. Certain!\· - . 
the value of the land has largely increased-doubled 
within a year. 

There was a general agreement1 also, as to the: 
plan, it bei ng the same a-; the Aurora church , some­
what larger, and with au flddi tional wing and en­
try on the otht,l.r side. with an upper story, for a par­

"Oilage. Roonis \Ye:-e a lso arranged in the upper 
part of the\•estty " ing with stairs from the vestibu le, 
as oa the p~rsouage side. It thus gives a commod i­
ous main audience room , with a Yestry on one side, 
nf half its capacity, w ith descending doors between, 
a parsonage of fiye rooms, and three rooms over , ·es­
try and fton t vestibule- providing, really, two 
rooms for a ud ience, one for Yestry, five for pastor 
t~nd five for S unday school purposes, d uplicat ing, of 

:ourse, some of the rooms a t different times for dif-
1erent purposes. 

Preliminaries being thus settled, the work of can· 
9 

• 



Vas;;ing and building was at once pushed. Most of 
each week during the summer was spent in canvas-­
sing and superintendit:tg1 and part of the time the 
pulpit was supplied on Sunday. Six one hundred 
dollar subscriptions, five fifty dollar, fourteen twett-~ 

ty-five dol1ar, and varic:n~S smaller ones were ~tired, 
The executive committee turned aver all tbg hmne. 
mission appropriation for the yea-r and an unpaid 
part of the previous o11e. Brother· Sisson went on a 
trip east, and secttred tlear1y one hundred do1lars1 
and some sums were sent fro111 abroad, through pti..­
,·ate solicitations through the Sltt1'. ~rhe aggregate 
sum amounted to $3, 720:95--=in addition to son1e 

sums latterly that have not passed through our 
hands. Among the twetlty· five ootlar subscription~ 
was one from one ot the gentlemen who bad so 
strenuously opposed our bttltding on the first lot. 

Several notices of the enterprise and of the pro .. 
gress of the work appeared irt the Stat, indudttlg fe .. 

qttests for assistance. Early in the summer, the fol" 
lowing article was also sent to it for publication, 

' The editor returned a note, saying that it had beeu 
determined that only such apPeals should appear in 
the Star as met the approval of the home mission 
board, or of its corresponding secretary ; and so he 
bad felt constrained to fonvard the article to corre .. 
sponding secretary Gerrish, for his approval. After 
a considerable time, the article not appearing, the 
editor was requested, if the article was not to ap~ 
pear, to return it, and it was returned- it being as 
fOllows;--

~ . 
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LINCOLN, NEBRASKA.. 
ITS niPORTANCE. 

lt will perh-aps "S\n'prise some to learn U1at according to 
()'flicial report of the ·nat~n~1 Pest Office Department there 
~re only seve11 cities in an New 'England that have as large 
rt post office revenue as tbrs only sixteen-year-old city of 
Lincoln, Nebras ka- viz.. Augusta, Bosron, Lowell, Lynn, 
Springfield, Provid~nce and Hartford-and within five years 
five of them will be outgrown by this wonderful city, and 
leave only Bo'StQll and Providenceahead ofit. Chicago, St. 
Louis and M1nne::tpolis:are the three great cities of the West. 
Omaha, Lmcollll, 1De11ver. Kansas City and Topeka belong 
nearly or trui't!e -al'O'rle, t'O tire ·seco11d c lass-and two of them 
i.n Nebraska ! Our hrethl'e'n will thereby see how impor­
ta·nt a thing it i'S to have a Free Baptist church in Lincoln 
11Tid that to plant a creditable one there is an enterprise of 
such m1lgnitude as justly t'O demand the cooperation of the 
whole denomination. 

OUR POl.ICY. 

'The localion selected is in the very heart of the residence 
portion oftl1e city, and yet somewhat removed from the 
other leading churches, and is the •ery best of all for our 
t>urposes. It is a coruer lot, only 1:\\"o blocks from the Cap­
itol. The plan decided upon , when fiuished, will comprise 
quite a complete religious estabHshmeut, including suffi, 
cient accommodations for the preaching service, a complete 
suite of rooms for the Sunday school , and parsonage accom­
modation as well. But, while the foundation is laid for the 
whole, and the frame, ship~lap sheathing, roof and floors al­
~o will be added immediately, the farther prosecution of tlte 
\vork will be attempted only as the LQrd, through his chil­
urell, ~hall fum ish m; the means. No troublesome perma­
l1ent debt is to he made. The property is deeded to the de-
1tomination, so as to be beyond the vicissitudes that have 
lost us so mud1 ~n other places. 

A V AIL:\.BI.,.E MEA.NS. 

There has been an unantidpated amount of local eucour­
'agement and assistance, 'Or '''bat we have already doue 
'Could not_ have bee~1 acc~plis11ed. .It is ?eveloped, also, 
that prev10us acquamtance and expenence 1ll other lines of 
'work, that at the time was not seen to promise such results 
have opened the way before some of our workers to a greate~ 
~u~cess in this work than could otherwise have been at­
tatn.ed. And so it is that means are within reach, both for 
paymg for the very excellent but expensive lot, and also for 
.so much as is above proposed t<> do on the buildil\g itselL 
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lndeed, U1is success is a marvel to ourself. The l,ord hath 
done great things for us. 

. As yet, not much effort has been put forth abroad. Bro. 
Su;son, of the cl~urch, has been visi~i1~g in Michigan, Ohi() 
and Peuusylva~ta, and, of course, wtlhng to receive any aid 
?ffered, ~nd '~'nte~ back tltat h~ eyerywhere finds a l~vely 
lntere~t m thts Lincoln enterp~tse. He says:-•·so far on 
my tn_p, ilie churches have mamfesled a deep interest in the 
Lmcoln church, and responded nobly- for all of which we 
feel very thankful. But the end is not yet and we shall ex­
pect other churches will still come to the ;escue on the last 
three thousand dollars. " Three memorial wi11dows have 
~een pledged, with the partia l promise of an Organ. A Bell 
~s v~ry much needed-under the circumstances is virtually 
mdtspcnsable. Pledges for other windows are also needed 
at ten dol !ars each, or h~el ve_ if to have an inscription: 
Others wtll perhaps feel like snuply a~ding what they cau 
to the common fund for constmction. All will be grateful­
ly receiYed-aud Ute donors will no doubt feel Utat the Will 
a!1d Pl~asure of the Master is a far higher and stronger cou­
~nder:ttton than any thanks or gratefulness of His sen·an~ 
that afe hnmediately concenied in the w·ork. 

The hope is; to receive aid enough foriliwith to :finish one 
room, in which to hold t1te coming se~ion of the Nebr~s;krt 
Yearly Meeting-a "Mit1i9tcrs' Institute'' ill c<>nt.f.ection with 
which, i!T to _commence 1\-~on~ay etrening, August 16, 1886. 
Pres. Dunn ts to be the pnuctpal instructor in the Institute 
:t!'Sisled by others. It is to be a temporary Theologicai 
!'\chool, fruttJ which great good is expected. · 

A. D. \YILLl.\:'\t!=f. 
Kenesaw, or J_.iucolu, ~ebraska. 

The con espoucling secretn.ry had before pt:rsonall) 
ach·iscd that we make a starr in Li1Loln, eyen if we 
h~cl to ~ive up e\·ery other interest for that. Hi-. 
changed attitude was th _refore a surpdse; and, it i-; 
quite pos~ible that had it been fore;:;een, the enter 
prise ne\·er would ha\·e been undertaken. But it 

came to pass that the failure in this direction was 
more lhmt made up by unanticipated success in other 
<.iirccliot1s-: so that, in the aggregate outcome, Gcd 
was be tier to 11s than our most sanguine expectations. 

After t11e abO\·e article was written, subscriptions 
'~sere secured and collections made, that rendered it 

apparent that tl1e main audience room could be so 
far finisl1ed that the Yearly t.feeting could be held 
tbere, August 20, ar;d it was so appointed ~11d 11eld. 

Then, as we were debating •whel11er 1t \'\'0'-1ld he 
-possible to so far finish the p:uso11age wing tl1at it 
would be habitable through the winter for a pastor, 
a letter from Tre·asurer Gi,·en 1nfonnedus that the 
~ub-committee of the home mission lJoarcl had decid 
ed to loan us two hundred dollars for three year, 

~ 

withou.t interest, and he had hopes that they \Yottltl 
eyentually d011ate it altogetl1er. This helped usn. 
that Yery desirable end, ancl t1te rooms ·were plas· 
tered and the inside wood-finish pnt on nnd paintec1. 

Following the yearly meeting session , brethren 
and friends became Yery anxious for t11e outside fin ­
l<;11ing of tl1e 1nt11ding. 'They were informed that 
the dec;irableness of the end sought ·was fully appre~ 

<'ialed. But "e 1wd already reacl1ed the limit of our 
authority-t1wt indebtedness ' ' 'aS a1ready made ful­
ly equal to "subscriptions anc1 amounts reasonably 
certain to come in in a short tlme.' ':;: Finally,consent 

was gl-Ye11 for t11e pt1rd1ase of a sma11 amount of ma­
terial , fri enc1s putting it on gratuitously, though the 

mnount eyentual1y ran up to a larger stml than wa.' 
anticipated, and proyed t11e occasi011 of some trouble 
Rut for this extra outlay, tlle resources would a1, 

most exactly haYe equalled the expenditures, A.:i 
' 3cr .;cti~ or I-;xt·e~Jjvc ConH~ittee. p. !3-J. 

• 
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it was, the following spring found u s three hundred 
dollars in debt, with just about enough reliable re. ..... 
sources tomeetone half of it. At this juncture, it 
was most unfortunately published in the Star~ anff 

copied into the Lincoln daily jour1lal, that the en tell­
prise was ont of debt-rendering it almost impORsi­
ble to raise additional subscriptions, to pay a deb.t 
thus declared not to exist. By quiet managemeut~ 
however, avoiding any ope11 conflict, and operating 
mostly among personal and trusting frie11ds, the re­
sources ·were so increased that now, counting some 
tardy but it is believed reliable subscriptions, they 
are again· about equal to the liab-itites. 

After a short period of effective servic~ brother 
Bryant accepted a position in Michigan, and the 
pulpit was left to the resource of temporary supplies. 

The accompanying cut of the house is ttl ken from 
the Presbyterian book of plans and is the design of 
of a prominent ·Minneapolis architect. The central 
terret is omitted, and a two story parsonage ·wingad· 
ded on the back side, opposite the vestry, that does 
appear in th~ picture, nor does it show from the poiut 
of vie·~: t::t:;_:! .• by the artist. 

---

• 

) 

--------
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LI~COLX and AT'RORA HOUSES. 

Page 143. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

FOUR'l'H ANNUAL SESSION. 

The fourth annttal session of the yearly meeting 
was held at Lincoln, the capital of the state, Aug­
ust 20-23, r886. It was preceded by a Minister's 
Institute, conducted after the manner of a Teachers' 
Iustitate, Prof. Dunn, of the Theological Depart­
ment at Hillsdale, being the pri11cipal Instn1ctor, 
and Rev. L. C. Chase, A. M., Chainnan of the Ex­
ecutive Committee of the Northern Kansas Yearly 
]\.feeting, Superintendent The tbemes disscussed 
by Dr. Dunn were;-Gocl in Nature, Appointments 
and Relations of the Ministry, Call to the Ministry, 
The Divine Government, Qualilications and Duties 
of the Ministry. Human Nature and DepraYity, 
Man's Danger and Hope1 General Pastoral Dutie!->, 
Social Pastoral Duties, Doctrine and Nature of the 
Atonement, Composition and Delivery of Sem1ons, 
In1mortality and ReYi\·als. He also preached twice 
on Sunday. 

The soul-sleeping Adventists had set up a tent a­
cross the street from our house, apparently as a sort 
of opposition , and their preachers came in in force 
to bear brother Dunn on ''Immortality.'' After-

• 
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\Ya rd , with something of a flourish of trumpets, they 
took three different sen·ices iu an attempt to ans,ver 
him-as those said who heard both, leaYing him 
sti ll unanswered. 

This Institute was a Yery interesting and profita­
J,le one. It was in fact a temporary theological 
school, the lectures being largely the gist of those 
the Professor g ives to his e.1cological classes at Hills, 

dale. Of course, there " 'as not the same opportun i­
ly for amplification and explanation, nor ofintroduc­
i:tg anything like the fnluess of subj ects, on his part, 
nor of close and protracted study on the part of hi!' 
hearers. But, it was of almost inestimable yalue 
nevertheless to all who heard him. aud was Yery 
lt:ghly appreciated. 

Rev. \Villiam .Marks n·~ts m:1de :Moderator of the 
Conference and A. R. T oothacre assistant clerk . 
The following were the delegates and ex officio 
members in attendance, Yiz.- J oseph Grim, \\'il­
liatn Huntley, Edward Chase, A. Sandage, Georg<.­
D. Lloyd, H. S. Grm·es, ]. ]. Murphy, B. F. !sa­
man, George \V. \Volcott, \V. D. Myers , Allen D . 
.Baker, 0. ~!. vVatkins, Jacob Blakeley, sisters 
Lucy Root, Nancy C. Woodward, H . S. Groves, A. 
nickford, S. H . \Villiams, E. A, Loomis and Ka­

tie Williams, a11d Revs, Edward Root, ] osepl1 
\\'"estley, \Villiam .Marks, George vV. Knapp, Jona­
than::: C. Dazey, R. N. Bouck, E. H. Bickford, A. 
R. T oothacre, George W. Sisson atld A. D. Wil­
liams. 

•l ';ti'i U:\1\\C b~ be(ore beeq iucorr~tty gi\•en as j ohu, 
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PROSPERITY. l..J.7 

ReY. D. B. Zook was present as corresponding mes­
senger from the Nebraska Eldership of the "Church 
of God/ ' who bore us the fraternal greetings of that 
body, and ga,-e an encouraging account of the pro­
gress of their work-asking a continuance of the 
correspondence. 

Tue executi,·e committee, in addition to narrati ng 
most ofthe facts given in a preceding cha!Jler, say: 
-"By the blessing of God increasing prosperity b as 
attended our work the past year. Last year, ou r 
iucrease " ·as a trifle over 30 per cent-leading any 
other part of our denomination more than two to 
one. It is worthy of note that the fields coming 
next to us were \Yestern ones-Minnesota and K an­
sas. This year, our per cent of increase h as doub­
led o\·er that of last year, or some 6o per cent­
showing how great the opportunity, and b ow abun­
dant the awards of earnest, co-operath·e, chrhtian 
effort in this westen1 field. 

''The finances of the yearly meeting arc in a n~ry 
satisfactory condition. Of the churches fully built 

under our sys tem of cooperation, not one has a dol­
lar of encumbrance resting upon it. In one case a 

few dollars are owiug on the bell, iu another a small 
amount for seats, and some $15 in another-some 
$120 only in all* . But in each and all of these cases 
individuals alone are responsible, and will see that 
these little claims are all paid. The yearly meet­
ing, through the executiye committee, as a corpora­
tion under the statutes of the state, holds in tn1st for 
*1'his does not include J.,iuroln, noticed el~ewbere. 
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the churches and the denomination, some $8,ooo of 
property, all acquired within the last three years, 
and without a dollar of encumbrance. It has also 
the prospect of eventually receiving some $r2,ooo as 
a permanent fund for church extension purposes. 
Truly, 'The Lord hath done great things for us !' 

·'The field is still broad and open before us-more, 
even, than ever before. There are now two of our 
larger towns where promising interests could be 
gathered, had we the men and means with which to 
do it. The nucleus of a good church already exists 
in each place. Then the railroads of the state, on 
their numerous new extensions, have this year locat­
ed some forty new towns. In many of these there 
are elements that would gravitate to the Free Bap­
tists, were our banners once set up there. In quite 
a number of them two or three hundred dollars each 
would induce them to build us a house of worship, 
and we be the first and eventually the strongest re­
ligious interest in the incipient city. But often the 
failure to occupy at ouce, even for a single month, 
shuts us out from the opportunity. If we halt in 
the way, another steppeth down into the pool be­
fore us." 

A. D. \Villiams earnestly asked to be relieved from 
the chairmanship of the executive committee, on ac­
count of seriously impaired health. But the first 
ballot resulted in twenty-two votes for Williams, 
three for Root and one for G. W . Knapp, when the 
election was made unanimous, and such pressure, 
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public and private, brought to bear as induced him 
to accept, with the promise of an assistant. Father 
Edward Root was subsequently made assistant by 
the•committee, and performed excellent and most ac-.. 
ceptable service as such. Edward Root, G. W. 
Knapp, William Marks and B. F. Isaman were elec­
ted the other four members of the committee. 

An individual present, being reported as having 
made some complaint<; against the chairman, Mr. 
\Villiams asked a committee to receive and investi­
gate whatever complaints might be made; but, at 
the close of the Conference, the committee reported 
that no complaints had been presented to them. 

The usual committees were appointed and report­
ed, on Publications, Sunday Schools, Cooperation, 
Temperance, Missions and Closing Resolutions, 
bringing-in ringing resolutions, in the direction of 
denominational progress. Those on publications 
strongly urged the support of the MtJ-nzing Stor and 
Free Baptist and our denominational Sunday School 
and other publications, also cordially endorsing and 
commending the quarterly WESTERN FREE BAPTIST, 

published within our own borders. That on Sun­
day schools reccommended the establisl1ment and 
maint€.nance of St1nday schcol institutes. That en 
temperance strongly opposed the liquor traffic, the 
use of fermented wine at the c01;nmuniou, and the 

tobacco habit. 
The woman's mission work was greatly promoted 

by the presence of sister A, A. McK.enney, from 

• 
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r..Iinnesota, and a marked impetus was giYcn tomis­
sion work generally. The mission report resolYed 
on an increased missionary actiYity among ourseh·e-., 
thanked sister McKenney for her coming, called on 
our easten1 brethren to consider the ueeds and prom· 
ise of this western field, and asked from the Pareul 
home mission society an appropriation of one thous­
and dollars for the coming year, on condition that 
~se raise half of it within our own borders. It may 
be stated here that we got one half what we asked 

for. 
The committee on cooperation reported as follows: 

Rcsolr·cd, That each church hrwing a house of worship 
deeded under our System of Cooperation shall elect a local 
hoard of at least three Trustees, to bold their office for the 
period designated by the church at the time of their electi01~. 
and until their successors are elected and accept the respou 
sibilities of the office, whose duties shall be to care for, keep 
in repair, and provide for the judicious us_c of Ute _said met::t· 
ing house, but shall not contract debts m any way to en­
cumber the property. 

Resolved, That in the appointment of pa~ton~ or ~,·an­
Relists, the Yearly ~Ieeting or the Hxecuth·e Conumttee. 
while using e\·ery practicable effort to induce _the clmrchc .. 
ancl people properly to compensate them, st1ll a~ume no 
finnncial responsibility in the prcmise.s. 

Rt•.wh't'd, That 1ack of properly supportin~ the 111iuistry 
i-. oue of the greate~'t eYi1s *'mon g us, and our brethren an.1l 
friend~ are most earuesth- entreated to consecrate tl1e1r 
p ropertv to God, and see to it that God's ministering ser­
,·ants are not driYell fr0111 their calling by la1..•k Of t:upport, 
nor lack for the necessaries of life. 

A notice was gi,·e:1 to make the first of these a 

part of the cooperati\·e system, and it was so adopted 
by the next conference. 

Ou Sunday, E. H. Bickford was ordained to the 

' 

Pi.ELDS oP L.\..Bog, 

work of the ministry . Sermon by Dr. Dunn ; or­
daining prayer, A. D. \Villiams; hand of fellowship, 
G. \V. Knapp ; charge, E. Root. ReY. G. \V. Sis­
:-,on, who had formerly been au ordained minister 
among our people, was abo receh·ed and recognized 

as a minister among \lS. 

The cxeculin.:: com.mit.tee, by their chairman, made 

a financial report of $52.91 recciyed and tne same 
amount paid out to yarious parties named, and t1H7 

account was audited as correct. If, however, all 
the amount:; thnt had been received and paid outj 
that might properly have been put m1cler this head, 
bad been reported, the total would haYe been much 
lnrger. 

A. D. \Yillim~1s v;as elected by acclamation dele­
g-ate to the General Conference at ).larion, Ohio. in 
October of that ve~r and E. Root alternate. 

• • 
.At the close of the conference, on Monday morn~ 

ing, the executi,·e committee made the follo\\"ing re­
port on Fields af Labor, which was unanimous1) 
adopted, vi1..~ 

FIBLDS OF LABOR. 

Chait'tnan of Executi\'e Committee-A. D. \Vil­
liams. 

Assistant Chairman-E. Root. 

,·Jurora Quartcr~J' .1/ccfiug :­
Aurora-To be supplied . 
Central City-To he supplied. 

lJatin Quarlcr(y Jfceli11g :-

Batiu and Oak Cree~]. L. Elliott, 



• 

15~ ~oaR VltA.RS DF cooPrtRA.TtO~. 

Cass Couuty Quarlcrly llfceting : 
Belmont and Centreville- G. W. Sisson. 

C!eanetaler Quarterly Meeting:-
Clean~·ater, Goose Lake, etc.-G. \V. Thompson, 

~sisted by others. 
Long Pine---S. F. Smith. 
Niobrara Missitm-A. M. Totm.au. 

Hastings Q~~rl"er!y Meeting ~-
Clay c:tlld Fillmore:circuit- J . C. Dazev, assisted 

by local gifts. 
Kenesaw-G. W. Knapp. 

f etferson Quarterly Jleeting :­
Reynolds-W. Marks. 
Jefferson Circuit-E. H . Bickford. 

J.lcmalla R iverQuarterl.J' Jleeling :-
Grand View and Long Btanch- R. N. Bou~k. 

Lincoln- To be supplied. 

Gosper County Missiou- JosephiParky n. 

Ev~ngelists-Jos. \Vestley and E. H. Bickford. 

At this meeting considerable revival was repor~ed 

as having been enjoyed at Grandview and Lon~ 
Branch during the sammer, uu l er the labors of 
brothers Bickford and B:m':k; whereupol\ Dr. Dunn 
exclaimed that he thanked G::>d he had found a 
~ple of boys out here in Nebraska that didn't 
know enough to know that they couldn' t ha\~e are­
vh·al iu the summer. 

• 
• 

. 
J 

·~ , . 

CHAPTER XX. 

IN KORTHERN KANSAS, 

Imm~diar~ty after the yearly meeting at Fostoria, 
chainuau Chase set about his work, which at first 
was mostly that of inspection, to find out the condi· 
tion and needs of the churches, and the possible ser­
vice that could be rendered by the preachers. 

The churches were all found to be needy, unable, 
or at least thinking themselves so, to support their 
preachers ; o.nd in fact, doing but little townrd theit 
~:upport. The preachers were a11 poor, fibd C:ob1• 
pelled mostly to s upport themselves and tati:iilies, 
and so unable to devote a ·very large amount of titnt:: 
or attention to the churches. The inevitable conse ... 
quence was a rather languishing state of affairs. 
1-i'rom lack or means, the chairman was c6n1pelled to 
travel over the widely scattered churches by private 
conveyance, which consumed much time, and some .. 
times resulted in failures to reach the points where 
his presence was needed. 

But, in spite of all the hindrances, some progress 
was made. Two new churches were organized 
within the Washington quarterly meeting, at Mor· 
row and Cuba, largely through the efforts of brother 



\. 
.. 

FOt."R YE. RS OF COOPER.\.'1'10~. 

Joseph Westley, assisted by Re,·. Gabriel Durdettc. 

and others. There had before been only one house 

of worship entirely owned by our people in the year­
ly meeting~thatat Fo.3toria. They had some inteP 

est or rights in two others-Haddam and Buffalo 

Valley. Bnt now two new denomination'll house'3 

were undertake!l-one at Blocker or Mill Creek, ancl 

the other at Cuba-both in the Vva-;hin6ton qtnrter­
Jy meeting. The Blocker church, though in the 
country, was perhaps the stroag~~.;t church iil tll.:! 

yearly meeting, ha,·ing in it quite a number of snh­

stantial and fairly well-to=-do farmers. It carried 
its building enterprise along safely, all(l the hou-;e 

was dedicated at the Yearly mectincr held in it. 
~ , 0, 

August 29. r885, by Prof. Du:m, c;ub . ..;tantially fre:e 

from t~ebt. 

The Cuba enterprise was carried ton\ ~ud with 
some difficult\·. The church \YU'-5 small and weak. , 

and had largely to rely on the to\\•n-people and the 

brethren of the other clntrchc:-l. The to\\·n-people 

prOYed a little remiss, aS did alSO ll!~ brethren. rn­
fortunately, brother Chase ,,•ac; wo-;tly a"'ay, and 

there was no organiziug a11cl directi11glteacl. Se,·er­

al brethren tried their hands at it a little, but only 

too little, Rut, at last, the house was finished, and 

dedicated, A. D. \V111iants officiating, two weeks 

after the yearly meeting, but si~ hutldred do1lars in 

debt. The parent hollle mis!)ioil board appropriat­

ed one hundred, the brethren raised another hun­

dred, in addition to what some had done before: 
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lind, finally, the mission board loaned the other four 

hundred, and so the original debt was paid, and the 
house sayed from sale. But, after this matter was 

thus settled, it was found difficult to keep up regular 
services in it. 

Difficulties with ministers interfered with the 

work in both the Cloud and Republic and the Blue 

Valley quarterly meetings, hindering progress, but 
fortunately proclttc ing no divisions among the 

-churches~ As a whole, the work in their bounds re­

mained about at a standstill. In the Salem quarter­

ly meeting, brother S. F. Smith labored efficient­
ly for awhile at 1\IIt. Pleasaut, but soon found it ne­

cessary to rctun1 to his home in northern Nebraska. 

Xo other one \Vas found to take his place, nor was a 

pastor secured for S::tlem. And so, this quarterly 
meeting did little more than hold its own. 

The Minister's Institute, held at Haddam, April 
5-r r, was quite a success. The attendance was 

good from the beginning, not only of our own min­

i.:;ters but also of other denominations, and also of 

lay men and women. The interest amounted to en­

thusiasm on the part of all. The subjects discussed 

were :-Call to the :Ministry; Natural Capacities of 

the Minister; Acquired Attainments ofthe 11inister; 

Existence of God; Authority in Religion; Authority 

of the Bible; Sin-Introduction, Character, Conse­

quences; Redemption-General and Special; Retri­

bution-Consequential and Penal; Preaching-:\lat­

ter ancll\-Iethodsi Preaching-Preparation For; Pas 
10 
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toral Duties; Pastoral ~Iethods; The Church-Or" 
ganization and Officers; Freedom of the Will; Som~ 

General Hints. 
The Institute was so well received that it was 

unanimously resolved to have another, after the same 
method,-in connection with the regular annual ses­
sion in August. There had been a social service of 
half an hour before each half~day's service, conduct~ 
ed in turn by the ministers present. nut the plan 
of having all the other leading exercises conducted 
hy one person, as a teachar, had worked so satisfac_, 
torily that it was now voted to extend the same 
method to them, and have all the social services of 
the next Institute conducted by some experienced 
brother, as a model of methods in social services. 

The Institu~e thus provided for, was held in con"' 
nection with the yearly meeting session, at Blocker, 
August 24-29, 1886, with Prof. Ransom Dunn, D, 

n., of the Theological Department of Hillsdale Col­
lege as Instructor. Dr, Dunn presented the same 
subjects as the week before at Lincoln. A large 
number of the t:n.luisters of the yearly meeting were 
present, and were very much pleased and profited 
by the exercises. Rev. Joseph Westley acted verj 
satisfactorily as conductor of the social services, as he 
had also done at Lincoln with Prof. L. C. Chase, A, 

M., as general superintendent. 

Father H. 'vV. Morse, the veteran pioneer Free"' 
will Baptist in his part of the state, was chosen mod ... 

• 

n~U~CA 1:''ES. 

~rator of the yearly meeting conference. 
lowing were the delegates and ex officio 
present. 

15'1 

The fol­
members 

Salc'm Quarterly Meeting :-L. C. Chase, }. Car· 
penter. 

Blue Valle)' Q'llarler!y Jfeeting :-H. W. Morse~ 
J. b. Calvert, B. F. Morrill. Z. L. Shepardson, Pol· 
ly J. Shepardson, Mrs. M. C. Morrill. 

Washing/on Quartt'll)' ],Jeeling :-]. Westley and 
Brethren J. Jones, John McCormac, W. H. Wheeler, 
D. Buswell and W. H. Gray. 

Cloud and Republic Quarterly 1lfeeling :-I. M. 
Wallace and J no. Corbet and Sisters H. Ashley and 
S. C. Wheeler. 

A. D. Williams was present from the Nebraska 
'Yearly Meeting, and Dea. J. Mallaby and Re\'S. D. 
Johnson and -Nesbit, the latter of the Christian de­
nCAUinatioo, were present as visitors. 

The report of the executive committee, through 
~hairman Chase) was -of a hopeful character, report­
htg progress at a number -of points, and a manifest 
thot{gh not rapid general tendency toward unity 
and concentration of eff<>rt. 

ReY. Lyman C. Chase, A. M., was reelected Chair­
luau of the ExecutiYe Committee ·by an almost 
'Unanimous ballot ; and J. Carpenter, A. C. Holland, 
\V. H. Gray, J. D. Calvert, B. F. Morrell and Ira 
l\f. \Vallace were elected the other members of the 
~ommittee.. 
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The general feeling among the brethren was that 
while all had not been accomplished that was desir­
able, yet that as much had beeu effected by the sys~ 
tem of cooperation as under the circumstances could . 
reasonably be expected. The previous retrograde 
tendency had been arrested and some advance made, 
resulting in a general feeiing of greater hopefulness 
and courage. There was also a disposition to adopt 
the suggestions of the chairman, both as to arrang~ 
ing conveniences for the prosecution of his work-, 
and also for movements for the advancement of the 
·work generally. The great lack was lack of funds; 
and this was so great that had not the chairman giY­
en his time and contributed also a portion of his ex­
penses the general work must have stopped. 

As the chairman travelled by priyate conYeyance, 
and the distances between the quarterly meetings 
considerable, a changed schedule of the times of 
holding the se,~eral quarterly meetings was made 
out so as to save him time and expense, and recom­
mended to these bodies, which subsequently cheer­
fully acceded to the arrangement. But, c\·en then, 
through storms and other unforseen occurrences, he 
sometimes failed to reach all these meetings. 

The usual committees were appointed and reporb 
tnade-on temperance, literature, cooperation, mi:;­
sions, Sabbath schools and the Cubainterest. That 

011 literature strongly recommended patronizing the 
Star, Free Baptist and our sabbath school and other 
denominational literature, and commended the quar 

• 
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terly lVesltrn Free Baptist. That on cooperation, 
deprecated ''back-biting, evil speaking or insinua­
tions, " and pointing-out the necessity for "more 
liberal contributions.'~ That on Cuba was a model 
of pith and point, as follows ;-l'That the Cuba inter­
est must be srwed ; That we must save it; That we 
commend Rev. john Hogan as ti1e agent for saving 
. t ) ) 1 . 

The election for delegate to General Conference 
developed qnile a disposition to seud a layman­
bra thcr Ira :!vi. \Valla::e. But the outcome, after 
several ballots. was the electicu of Rev. Joseph 
\Vestley, with power to appoint his own substitute. 
Finding himself unable to attend, he substituted 
R e'·· John Hogan. 

A resolution was also passed, inviting A. D. \Vii­
limn-; to conduct a .niinisters' Institute at the next 
session-after the manner of those at Haddam and 
Blocker. Another resolution of high appreciation 
of Dr. Dunn's instructions iu the tiinisters' Institute 
was also unanimously and enthusiastically passed. 
The Prof. was well-known and appr~iated before, 
but this visit and labors still more endeared him to 
the brethren. As a farther result, ·young brethren 
Frye, \Voocling and \Vallace entered Hillsdale Col­
le ~e the next tenn, the fonner already in the minis· 
1ry, and brother \Vooding to prepare for it. 

The report of the executive committee as to field<; 
of hbor was as follows, and was unanimously adop­
ted . 
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FIELDS OF LABOR. 

Blue Valley Q·uarferi:J' JJfeeting :-
Fostoria and North Exeter Mission-B. F. 11orri1t 
Clearfork-W. H. Northrup. 
Prairie Ridge and \Vilson Mission-}. D. CalverL 
North Cedar-H. W _ Morse. 
Riley County Mission-J ames Wylie. 
General Mission vVork-C. A. Baker-

Cloud andRepublilf" Quarterly Meeth~g :­
Buffalo Valley-B. F. ~1oui11. 
Fainriew and Montana-To be supplied. 

Salem Quarterly llfeeti"ng :-

Salem and Mt. Pleasant-L. :B. 'Vharton. 
Powhattan-To be supplied. 

TVashington Quarterly JJfcethzg :-
Blocker, Haddam and Dewitt-} os. V.T est ley. 
Cuba, Strawberry and Troup-John Hogan. 
Hopewell and Mission \Vork-Glbriel Burdette. 
Excelsior-A. C. Holland. 
Washington :TYlis~ion-L. C. Chase. 
Mission Work-T. P. Taylor. 
As before stated, Dr. Dunn dedicated the ne\'t" 

Blocker church ou Sunda)r moruiug, and money en­
ough was raised in connection to free it from all in­
debtedness~ It was a pleasant aud profitable ses-
. 

SlOU. 

• • 

I 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

SOU1~HERN KANSAS SESSION. 

'the Southern Kansas Yearly Meeting for I885 

met at Salem, Elk county, September 3· The fol­
lowing delegates and ex officio m'::mbers were pres­
ent :-Brethren A. T. Darst, John Mabin, James 
Colegrove. George Skear, Philip Tharp, P . \Vin­
ters and D. W. Butts, sisters ~1. J. \V1nters, L. L. 
Angir, and F. E. Fairbrother, and Revs. F. P. Au­
gir, 0 . E. Aldrich, H. S. Otis, L. A. Edwards. J. 
\V. Strawn, G. \V. Cole, J. H . Smith, J. A. Hale, 
J. E. Bayless, \V. 0. Johnson, G. W. Goodman and 

John R. Rowe. . 
Rev. 0. E. Aldrich was chosen moderator, the 

standing clerk, Rev. L. A. Edwards, being at his 

post. 
The chairman of the executive committee presen-

ted an encourag1ng r~port-representlng that our 
doctrines wcre rece}yed gladly by the common peo­
ple and are equally adapted to the cultivated and 
refined hence our christian efforts should be direct-

' 
e<1 also to the towns and cities, centres of business 
and influence, -and that the prospect is hopeful in 
such fields, naming several such promising open-

• 
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ings-that the churches were doing well in support­
ing the Gospel, but some might do better, and se\y­
eral of the preachers are iu part and some mostly 
kept from the field by necessity of laboring for a 
support-that the ministry and churches have cheer­
fully conformed to the coo;>erative system and it is 
believed it has been the means of doing much good 
- that one new church had been organized, at Lin­
colnville, under the labm·s of Rev. F. A. Janes­
that Science Valley had united with others in erect­
ing a union house of worship-that Bro. \V. 0. 
Johnson had been actively engaged in different fields 
in the Row Valley quarterly meeting, Rev. ]. E. 
Bayless in the eastern part of the same body, Rev. 
0. E. Aldrich at Bethsaida and other points, and 
Revs. J. A. Hale, J. H. Smith and other brethren 
uot named had been doing " ·hat circumstances 
\YOuld permit-that the chairman had received for 
tlle eight months serv-ice, since the previous meeting, 
$8z.g8 for general work and $I95·59 tor acting as 
pastor of churches, with a railroad expense of $r7.-
83-and that the outlook for the future was encour-

. 
agmg. 

The following brethren were elected the new exec­
utive committee, viz.-Rev. F. P. Augir chairman , 
and Revs. 0. E. Aldrich, J. B. Bayless, J. H. Smith, 
and H. S. Otis the other members. The characters 
of the above-named ministerial members of the con· 
ference were also passed as satisfactory, 

R ESOLUTIONS . • 

The following resolutions, not lacking in pith and 
point, were adopted:-

Rcsoh•ed, That we regard. the liquor traffic, including the 
beer .sqloon an~ the gan~ blmg table, to IJ<: eYils of such gi­
ganttc proportions that tt demands the untted action of the 
chri~tiau church and press ; ~d we, as members of the 
SouUtcru !<ansas Yearly 1\!eetmg:, pledge ourseh·es to wage 
an unccasmg warfare agamst thts damnable business and 
will f.rround our arms never, until Prohibition shall perch 
upon our State a nd National Banner. 

Resoh•cd, That it is inconsistent for a man to pray for one 
thing and vote for auother; therefore resoh·cd tltat we will 
not Yot.e for or knowingly support any man for office that 
is not sound on the prohibition queslion. ' ' 

W Hl!.Rr::"-S, Our denominationalJ?ubl_icatious compare fa­
vorably wtth those of other denommaltons, consistency cle­
l~tands we should sustain our own in preference l<> theirs. 
'l bercfore, 

Rc:.;oh.'ed, That we, as a Yearly )Ieeting, recconuuend to 
t~e patrona!?e of our .brethren the Jfornil~t; Slar, and espe­
Cial ly the h-re Baptzst, as our western paper and also the 
sabbath school publications, and will do what "e can to in­
troduce •·nd sustain them in our churches. 

\\iHE~EAS, The tob~cco bill of our country is enormous, 
exccedmg our educahonal and beneYoknt in terests, be it 

Rcsoli•cd, That w~, as a Yearly ?Ieeting, are opposed to 
the usc of tobacco sunply as a habtt, and ad,·jse our minis­
ters and brethren who haye formed the habit to desist and 
those that are free from the filthy habit to remain fre~. 

Rey. F. A. Janes was appointed delegate to the 
General Conference about ·to meet at Marion Ohio 

) ' 
and ReY. W. 0. Johnson was appointed correspond-
ing messenger to the Union Baptists and Rev. G. 
\V. Goodman to the Christian denomination. 

The presence of sister :McKenney and her inspir­
ing words on missions were very heartily enjoyed. 

The following report of the executive comUlittee 
was also adopted ;-

• 
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FIELDS OF LABOR. 

Sumner and Cdwley Quarter(;• 1lfeeting :­
Augusta, F. P. Augir, John H. Smith. 
West Liberty, H. S. Otis. 
Science Valley, F. P. Augir. 
Liberty, Rev. Luce . 
Lincolnville, To be supplied. 
J. P . Henderson, Missionary . 

Row Valley Quarterly 1lfeeting :­
Rock Ridge. \V. 0. Johnson. 

' 

Bethsaida, J. A. Hale and S. A. Edwards. 
Salem, \V. 0. Johnson . 
Pleasant Valley, F. P. Augir. 
Village Creek, J. E. Bayless. 
l\iissionaries at large, 0. E. Aldrich and G. \V. 

Goodman. 

Fields at large, G. W. Cole, J. W. Strawn and 0 . 
E. Rogers. 

Buffalo Mission field, F. P. Augirand J. A. Hale. 

.. 

CHAPTER XXII. 

'l'HE WOMAN'S WORK. 

During the year, ending with the.annual meeting, 
ji1 August, 1886, the sisters ofthe Nebraska Yearly 
Meeting had not been idle. With only one or two 
exceptions, they held their serdces on Saturday ev­
ening of each quarterly meeting--excepting in the 
Batin and Clearwater quarterly meetings, where 
none of their societies had been organized. At all 
of the meetings, collections were taken and more or 
less money also raised on memberships. This mon­
ey was always appropriated for some worthy h ome 
mission purpose, generally within the quarterly 
meeting where raised. But, unfortunately, reports 
were not made of the amounts to head-quarters, as 
should have been done. It was a somewhat too lit­
eral fulfilment of the injunction not to let the left 
hand know what the right band doeth. 

Besides this, seyeral churches kept up local socie­
ties and made them efficient. Aurora and Central , 
City raised some thirty dollars each, and pnt it to 
good use, each in its own locality, Fairbury church 
kept its society going, and assisted th~ Reynolds 
mis ;ion nearly thirty dollars. Long Branch, Grand-
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Yiew, Centreville and Belmont each kept a local so­
ciety in existence-though at Long Branch with a 
change of name-and raised and expended consider­
able money for needy interest.:;. Kenesaw and one 
or two of the other churches in that quarterly meet­
ing also kept the fire alive, and raised and expend­
ed more or less money where it did not fail of doing 
good, 

At the annual meeting at Lincoln, the sisters were 
very much cheered by the presence of sister A. A. 
1\IcKenney, of Minnesota, the western secretary. 
Her fen·ent spirit and devoted zeal were an inspira­
tion that did not fail of its effect. The following is 
the report of the ~~::: t1al meeting :-

"The Woman's :Mission Society of Nebraska, 
met in connection with the Nebraska Yearly J\feet­
ing at Lincoln, Friday, August 2oth, I886, and elec­
ted officers for the ensuing year as follows :-

({Pres., :Mrs. A. D. 'Villiams; Rec. Sec., :Mrs. 
Belle Tooth acre; Cor. Sec., 1\Irs Harriet Cooley ; 
Treas., Mrs. E. Gray. 

"On Saturday, the 27th, the society presented 
the following program at their annual public meet­
ing: Singing by the cholr; Reading Scripture, 
by Mrs. Cooley ; Prayer by :Mrs. A. A. 1\fcKenney: 
of 1\Iinnesota ; Singing ; Report of secretary, by :Mrs. 
Belle Toothacre ; Essay on missions, by J\Irs. Coo­
ley ; Essay, The Sisters of Bethany, :Mrs. A. D. 
Williams ; Address on the religions of the world, 
by ~Irs. A. A. :McKenney. 

, 
\ 

( 

fVesLern Secretary ~Voman's JJ!ission Board. 

Page r67. 



ORGA~tZA'tro~. 

''A col1ection, amounting to $4- ro, was taken 
and appropriated to the Lincoln church. Very im-­
perfect and inadequate reports showed the small 
amottflt of $90.66, as raised by the auxiliaries of the 
Yearly 1Ieeting Society, it being the first year of its 
organization.'' 

From the Nebraska yearl}' meeting, sister Mc­
Kenney proceeded to yisit 1.he northern and south .. 
ern Kansas yearly meetings, where she received the 
~nme cordial greeti11g as in Nebraska. The follow­
ing is her account of the re~mlts of her Yisits, wherein 
she was too modest to mention her o·wu name as the 
inspirer and organizer :~ 

KANSAS WO:\IAN'S )1ISSIOX SO~IETIES. 

"Northern Kansas Yearly Meeting Society, was 
organized August 27th, 1886, with the following 
officers : Pres., Mrs. S. C. \Vheeler ; Sec., Mrs. I. 
M. \\yalbce; Treas., Mrs. l\1. C. 1Iorrill. 

''\Vasllington County Qu.arterly :Meeting Society 
\Yas organized September r rth; r886. Pres., l\Jrs . 

• 
G. \V. Butterfield ; Sec. and Treas., Mis:; Julia 
\Vnoding. 

"Blocker auxiliary was organized August 26th, 
1886, with 25 members. 

" Haddam auxiliary, A ugu~t 3oth, r SSG, with 12 
members. 

"Cuba Auxiliary, September rst, witb 22 mem~ 

hers. 

• 



" Dewitt Auxiliary organized, September 11th. 
with 20 members. 

'' Southern Kansas Yearly Meeting S~iety was 
organized September 4th, 1886, with Mrs. J. It Bay4 

less for president; l\iiss Jennie Hale~ secretary. 

"Row Valley Quarterly Meeting Society, organ· 
ized September 4th, With Mrs, Bayless Presidet~t ; 

Sec. and Treas., :Mrs Julia Hale. 

"Sumner alld Cowley Quarterly Meeting Society, 
orgat ized Septe111ber 5th. Pres., Mrs. M. J. \Vhl· 
ters ; Sec. and Tre~s., Mrs. L. L. Attgir. 

" Rock Ridge Auxiliary organized September 4th~ 
1886, with 6 members. 

" Salem Church Au)tiliary, organized September 
4th, with tJ mew bers. 

'· Bethsaida Auxiliary, otgani~ed September sth, 
with 5 membets. 

" Th . ' ' ese 12 soc1et1es were orgamzed by the writer 
during her visit to Kausas. Siuce that time, 5 more 
\Voman's Missiou Societies have been organized in 
Kansas. two of these in Northern Kansas, at Buffa­
lo Valley and Fostoria, and three in Southern Kau· 
sas, at West Liberty, Liberty, and Chanute. It is 
encouraging to know our sisters in Kansas are en ... 
tering so heartily into the work, and we trust before 
the close of auother year there will be a Woman's 
Mission Society in every church in the state, for we 
know great good can be accomplished, both for the 
~hurch and the Master's cause," 

• 

These yisits of sisler ·McKenney were of much ser­
Yice, not ouly in inspiring the sisters, aud brethren 
as well, with new enthusiasm, but also in instruct­
ing t11e societies more perfectly iu the methods of 
carrying ou the work, and pointiug out the yarious 
helps they could avail themselYes of, to makt it a 

so\lrce of interest and profit, 
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CHAP1'ER XIX. 

DEVET .. OPl\IENT IN NEBR,\SKA. 

l1'ollowing the yearly session at I)ncoln, broth­
'ers Bickford and Bouck held a series of meetino-s 

b 

there. The interest was good from the beginning, 
especially among the yo:mg. Before this, there 
were but few young persons interested in the enter­
prise. But now a most interesting class of young 
people were attrac.ted to it, se,:eral of "·hom joined 
the church. There were some fifteen conversions 

I 

and about the same number joined the church-with 
ten or twelve baptisms. 

From this place brethren Bickford and Bouck 
went to Long Branch and commenced work there. 
At first, the interest that had before been manifest 
seemed to have somewhat waned. But after a little 
it revived again, and eventually culminated in the 
most powerful revh·al that had ever been experi­
enced any"· here in that part of the country. The 
people flocked together from all the region rounda­
bout and a large portion of tl?em were cotn·erted or 
reclaimed. The result was that the church was in­
creased from nineteen to ninety-one-just re\·ersing 
its figures. 

A 'BAD CHANGE. 

An incidental result of this revival was a strong 
desire at Long Branch to have brother Bickford re­
main there as pastor, instead of going onto his cir­
cuit in Jefferson county, which was virtually evan­
gelistic work. It had also been expected that he 
would do more or less of evangelistic work elsewhere. 
This desire became so strong, apparently on both 
sides1 that the executive commjtte·e did not deem it 
best to withhold its sanction, which was accordingly 
reluctantly given. ~'his kept brother Bickford en­
tirely out of the evangelistic field, to which he was 
so well adapb!d. De\'elopments at Long Branch, 
also, both before and after tbe year was out, were 
such as to manifest tlle wisdom of the yearly meet­
ing in its first arrangement, and to cause all parties 
to regret that it had not been carried out. 

At the General Conference at Marion, 011io, in 
October, not a little interest was manifest in our Ne­
braska work, especially in the Lincoln enterprise, 
which was an unexpected and unprecedented devel­
opment, showing the possibilities of concentration 
aud cooperation in this western field. The ladies of 
the Woman's Mission Society appropriated two hun­
dred dollars towards 1ts support-as we understood 
it, for the year; but sister Keith, the western chair­
man, construed it to be fifty dollars a quarter, after a 
pastor was secured. The parent home mission 
board appropriated, also, two hundred and fifty dol­
lars for the general work. 

11uch interest had been felt as to a pastor for Lin­
II 

. ·-



coln. Some of the church and some also of the ex-~ 
ecutive committee desired Rev. Oscar E. Baker, of 
Providence, Rhode Islaud, and he \vas approached 
on the subject, Bttt it appeared that he could not 
then leave ProV'idence, and so attention had to oo 
directed elsewhere. Soll1e of the ladfes o( the worn., 
an's society, particulariy the westen1 chairman( 
were in favor of Rev. B. F. McKentl'ey, of Champlin,. 
:Minnesota. Brother Mc-Kenney' was therefore invit .. 
eel to take the pastorate, by the utiited action of the· 
executive committee and the cfturcb. The follow_, 
ing is the action of the Lincoln cilurch in tlie preui..­
tses. 

"Resolved, That '~e request the executive committee o( 
the yearly meeting to secure, if practicable, the services of 
~eY. B. F. Mckenney, A. M., as our Pastor, and we mil un­
dertake to raise for him a sum equal to $250 per year, in ad­
dition to the (woman's) mission money and the use of the' 
~)arson age. '' 

This being conlll1trnicated to brother ~IcKenuey 
by the chairman of the e}fectttive committee, togeth_,. 
er with the concurrence o( the committee, he accep..-
1ed the call, and commenced wotk in Lincoln, the 
first of Decem9er, r886. He, however, soon mani.J 
fested an active opposition to our system of cooper­
ation, which became the source of not a little mis-­
understanding and trouble. 

Brother A. R. Toothacre was assigned to Aurora, 
~Yith the concurrence of such of the chur:h as could 
be consulted. But the church had been so weak-' 
ened by removals that it., congregation, its working 
force and its resources were materially lessened. 'l'~ 
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mission resoilrees of the yearly meeting had also 
been so fully absorbed by Lincoln that there was a b .. 
'SOl"utely nothing immediately at command that 
:could be used fur its behefit. These things acted 
as such discouragement to both parties that brothet 
Tootbacre did not remain. 

This ·was folta\'\·ed by such lack of cooperation be-­
\.ween parties iuterested as reudered it difficult to 
settle an.yooe there. However, at the su~gestion 
:of brother Isa:man, brother E. Tebbets, of Iowa, was 
"invited to visit Aurora, and did so, but did not find 
'what he deemed suffideut eucouragemeut to remain. 
ReY. Mrs. Ada Kennan, of Hillsdale, Michigan, al .. 
so visited Aurora, and did some good service, but 
uid not remain. So Aurora was left the whole year 
\vithout any regular supply of its pulpit. Sister 
·Burt and others heroically kept up the sabbath 
school, with a good attetrda\ice and much interest. 

A marked developm~t o1 the year was the migra­
tion westward -oi a large :Rumber of the members of 
several of the churche5-=-.-a somewhatsingulardevel­
·opment for the westernmost of all our yearly meet· 
·iugs. Besides Aurora, Craudview and .Kenesaw 
~uffered severely in this direction, about one-third 
·of their members taking Greeley's celebrated advice, 
11nd going "West, to grow ltp with the country.'' 
'But, while the others scattered widely, most of those 
from Kenesaw settled together in a colony, in north'" 
eastern Colorado, some twenty-five miles south of 
Ssdney, -Nebraska.. 
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But in Clay and Fillmore counties, under the wise 
and efficient leadership of brother Dazey, abundant 
prosperity was enjoyed. Without any wonderful 
revival manifestations, meetings were held, quite a 
number of conversions and additions secured, and a 
general steadfastness and working efficiency l{.ept 
up. In addition, two good houses of worship were 
built, one at Grove and the other at Pleasant Plaint 
the first dedicated by brother ~Vestley at one quar­
terly meeting, and the latter at the next by brother 
Bouck. The brethren and friends at Pleasau t Plain 
heroically carried their enterprise through without 
outside aid or debt. The Grove interest is unfortu­
nately somewhat in debt. One good new church, 
Prairie Dale, was organized, following an effective 
series of meetings by brother Joseph Westley-on 
ground adjacent to where the old Marshall church 
had been, and including what were left of its mem· 
bers. The net increase in the quarterly meeting 
was considerable. 

The failure of brother Bickford to go to Jefferson 
eounty resulted very unfortunately for that field, 
the committee being unable to find any one for it. 
In a couple ofvisits to it by him, with the Fairbury 
and Dry Branch churches, there were strong indica"' 
tions of revivals ; but, as he staid only three or four 
days each, the interest subsided without permanent 
results. Brother :Marks faithfully kept up services 
and sabbath school at Reynolds. holding the fort 
against many di~couragements, with a few additions. 
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Clearwater quarterly meeting, in the northern 
part of the state, bad an increase of two churches 
and a considerable number of members, largely the 
fruits of the self-sacrificing labors of brother George 
\V. Thompson, assisted by brethren F. M. Florer 
and John :Morrow. 

The woman's mission movement was made in­
creasingly effective by the presence among us of sis­
ter A. A. McKenney, and her attendance, her wise 
counsels and devoted labors at each session of the 
quarterly meeeings. The sisters themselves were 
not backward, but were not only greatly helped by 
her as to ways and means, but also inspired to a 
new and higher enthusiasm in their work. The 
contributions, which appear in connection with their 
report, were both largely increased and better re­
ported, though still with a lack of speci£.c reports of 
appropriations. 

'I'he impaired health of the chaimtan prevented 
biru from doing anything like the amount of service 
heretofore performed, and also from understanding 
so fully the wants of the respective fields and how 
to meet them, as well as also from cowprehendiug so 
fully the teelings and temper of the brethren. It 
probably left some misapprehensions to spring up 
that otherwise would never have existed. 

One of our ministers, who had some excellent 
qualities, allowed himself to fall into such habits of 
deportment and of speech as caused scandals to fol­
low him everywhere, such as seemed to overmatch 
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his power for good, and his quarterly meeting fe!t 
constrained to suspend him until such time as refor­
mation became apparent. But such unanimity was 
manifested by 2ill the bretlueu coucen1ing the mat­
ter as left no wctmds or grie-,.·auces among the 
churches concerning it~ 

But lack of resources was the greatest difficulty of 
all. The work had gr()wn to such proportions that 
there were uot men enough among us to man all 
the posts. Men f.ro111 n broad coul~..l ha \·e been se­
cured, had we possessed sufficient mean..c;. But the': .. 
were not accuston1ed to such roughing.~it a.s.o.ur mea 
had experien~d. They could not see h()W n1eu 
could lh·e "-~thout, as Ot!e expressed it, '-"a tiring 
salary ; ' ' and salaries such as they had been accus­
tomed to, we could uot give. 

The small amount receiYed from the parent home 
mission board ·was entirely inadequate to meet this 
necessity. It scarcely more than met the necessary 
current expenses of keeping the general work in mo­
tion, including e·vangelistic work, leaving t.ulhing 
for pastors-notwithstanding the chairman gave his. 
own time and paid his own expenses,. in addition to 
donations to nearly all the local enterprises. In ad:­
dition, the appropriations were never paid when due, 
Nothing, I believe. was ever received nutil more 
than half the year l1ad expired-in some cases, not 
until tluee-fourths of it was gone and the ·wlwle not 
until some time the next year. Had the amount 
been suffi. ieut, we could secure no n1.en as pa.star5. 
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under such &!:lay in payments. The board, no 
doubt, did the best it could, under the policy pur­
s ued, but it was none the less a serious draw-back 

to us.* 
1'here were no la<;k of opportunities. Openings 

~f the most promising character presented themseh·es 
on every hand. Previous success had brought such 
prest ige as opened the doors wider and wider on ev­
ery side. Never, in aU our experience, had we sceu 
such promise. But we were powerless to enter these 
fields, or even adequately to supply all we had en­

tered. 
AtJd yet, in spite of all this, the work prospered. 

and the general result-omitting from the estimate 
the Clearwater quarterly meeting that had joined 
the northern yearly meeting, and Central City-was 
a net increase of uearlv twenty-four per cent for the 
year. \Vhat it m1ght have been but for our lack of 

resources, it is impossible to tell. 



• 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

FIFTH .ANNUAL SESSION. 

The yearly meeting session was this year again 
held at Kenesaw August I9--Q2. Rev. G. W. 
Knapp was elected moderato!". 

The following ex officio mem hers of the conference 
were present, viz: A. D. Wiiiiams, Edward Root, 
\Villiam Marks, G. W. Knapp, J. C. Dazey, D. 
Johnson, Joseph Parkyn, Joseph Bates, B. F. l\1c­
Kenney, E. H. Bickford, R . N. Bouck, E. E. Har­
vey, E. R. Slai and Joseph Westley; and the fol­
lowing delegates, viz., F. J. Guyer, A. A. Taylor, 
G. W. Cannine, J. J. Murphy, G. W. Sisson, Sam­
uel Kriebel, G. W. Wolcott, J. Everet, W. D. 1\{y­

ers, W. Davis, A. Sandage, Wm. Huntley, and sis­
ters Minnie Talkington, Mrs. S. H . Williams, Mrs. 
l\L S. Dazey, Mrs. W. Davis, :Mrs. A. A. McKen­
ney and Mrs. Susan Taylor. 

The following Quarterly Meetings reported as fol­
lows: 

Hastings Quarterly Jfeeting.-Verbally by Rev. J. 
C. Dazey, as in good spiritual condition and the 
work steadily progressing. One new church organ-

• 
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ized, and two new and commodious church houses 
of worship completed. 

Aurora Quarterly Jlfeefiug.-No report . 

Balin Quarterly J.lleeting.-Reported by Bro. \Vil­
liams as in a state of suspended animation. 

Clear TVater Quarterly Meeting.-Dismissecl by 
letter to unite with Northern Nebraska Yearly Meet-
. 
mg. 

Jefferson County Quarter!;' lJieeting.-Reportcd by 
Rev. \Vm. Marks, making but little progress, need­
ing ministerial assistance, and still hopeful for the 
future. 

iVemalza Rit•er Quarterly J.1Iee!ing.-Report good 
spiritual condition and the work generally progres· 
SlYe. 

Cass Quarter/;' A/eeting.-Discontinned by annex­
ing to the Nemaha River quarterly meeting. 

Revs. F. M. Florer, 0. S. Hasty, M. S. Hubbcl 
and Father A. B. Gleason were gladly rcceh·ccl as 
visitors and advisory members. Committees were 
appointed on sabbath schools, temperance, missions, 
publications, finance, auditing, cooperation and nom­
inating the executh·e committee, other than the 

chairman-\vhich subsequently made reports th~.t 

were adopted with much unanimity, and with little 
amendment. 

The executive committee reported, ddailing n~ost 
of the matters already _narrate.d, noticing the genet-
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a l, almost universal1 faithfulness and e.fficienc,· of .. 
the ministry, and in addition said :-

11 Dear Brethren :-The year has been full of pos­
sibilities to our cause, in the state. A heavy immi­
gration has flowed into the state, and more than a 
hundred uew ruilroad tO\vns have been located with· 
in the bounds of our Yearly Meeting, that will 
speedily grow into prosperous local centres, some of 
them into large cities. In many of these our cause 
could be pl~uted with even less expenditure of 
means than can any other. At many pojnts, espe· 
cially in the western portion of the s tate, more or 
less of our brethren have located, aud with a little 
encouragement would set up our b~nner. In sever­
a.l, also, of our older aud larger towns good open­
ings haYe presented themselves-in one or two cas­
es with especial promise. It bas greatly grieved us 
that such opportunities could not be iruprO\·ed­
grieved us more than words can express. But the 
enterprise at Lincoh1 las t year absorbed more than 
the year's resources, both from among ourseh·es and 
.from abroad; so that for more than half the year we 
were without resources of either n1eans or men. It 
~Yas simply impossible to enter any new field, and we 
were unable adequately to supply all the old ones. 

11 Our greatest want is more consecration to God 
~a consecration of affections, so that we love God 

• 
.supremely and our neighbors as ourselves ; a conse­
cration of intent, so that we intend in all things the 
glory of God j q COllsecratiotl ofiutelligence, so that 

FINANCIAl.. 

our intent is always in liarmony with the \Vord and 
character of God, so that we do not in fact serve the 
devil while thinking we are serving God; a couse~ 
cration of property, so that we shall use money for 
God's cause just as freely and readily, and abund­
antly, as for food or clothing, or for farms or mer­
chandise-if not indeed actually more so; a conse­
cration so fttll of the divine life in the soul that our 
hearts are the temples of the H oly Spirit. 

"Our next need is a larger development of home 
missioa '"ork.. Our eastern breth ren do for us ·what 
they can-at least ·what they think they can, though 
were they fully to comprehend the needs and prom~ 
ise of the field contributions for western work would 
be largely increased. This year , too the woman's 
board has helped us, at Liucoln. For what both 
the parent and the woman's boards give us we are­
deeply g rateful and thankful. But it all comes so 
very far short of our necessities that it scarcely seems 
m~re than a drop iu a bucket. In addition, w~ 
nl.ust help oursch·es. We must make sti ll greater 
sacrifices, and raise more means to h elp supply such 
itlterests as Aurora and the Batin and Jefferson 
quarterly meetings and if possible go out again into 

uew fields. )) 
The chairm:1n reported collections to the amoun l 

of$r3.t.27, and turned O\"E!r to the treasurer. The 
treasurer reported, in addition , $250 receiYed from 
the home mission board, making a total of $384.27 
of receipts, with an expenditure of $230-41, leaving 

tl hC~hnce iu. the tre3surv of $15~.86• 
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The committee also, through its chaim1an. as fi­
nancial agent and superintendent, made a full report 
of all monies then receiYed for the Lincoln enterprise, 
amounting to $3,690.05, and au itemized list of ex­
penditures amounting to the s::1me sum, with $83.78 
of still outstanding indebtedness, with resources that 
when realized would nearly or quite cover it. It 

may notbe out of place to say here that the pastor 
of the Lincoln church, B. F. McKenney, questioned 
the correctness of this report and the honesty of the 
chairman. But in this he found little or no sympa­
thy in the conference ; and neither he uor any one 
else, up to this c~y, has found any error in the re­
port. 

As the records say :-"Chairman \Villiams then 
said that he accepted the chainnanship last year 
against his own judgment, trusting that the breth­
ren who pressed him to it were wiser than he. But, 
without disparagement lo the brethren, he had felt 
all the year through that it was a mistake · and as , , 
under the responsibility and such work as he could 
do, his health was still no better, he new felt it his 
duty peremptorily to decline an election this year. " 

On au informal ballot, R. N. Bouck receiyed fif­
teen vo· es, G. vV. Knapp five, E. Root two, E. H . 
Bickford two, and J. C. Dazey and B. F. McKenney 
each one. On fonnal ballot, Bouck received twen­
ty-three out of twenty-nine votes, and thus was elec­
ted chairman of the executive committee for the 
comrng year. G. W. Knapp, A . D. \Villiams, E. 

RltSOLU1'!0~S. 

Root aud \Villiam Marks were.~ then elected the 
other members of the committee. 

Committee ou Sunday schools reported in fayor of 
a pemument Sunday school institute, at each ses­
sion ofthe yearly meeting, and it was adopted. 

The subject of the Westenz Free Baptist was then 
taken up, and a hearty vote passed in favor of it.,; 
continuance ; whereupon the committee on publica· 
tions brought in the follqwing report, which was 

adopted. 

Resoh.1ed. I. That we adYise the organization of a joiut 
stock company for the publication of1'HE \\•EsTERN l •RF.E 
BAP'riST and such other publications as may s;eem best. 
R,~sotved, 2. That the officers of the company shall al­

ways be members of some Freewill Baptist church in good 
standing in some one of the patronizing Free Baptist Yearly 
:Meetings. 

Rrsoh,ed, 3· That the whole net surplus ofthe company 
be always devoted to the increase ofits facilities or to mis­
sion purposes in some one of said Yearly Meetings. 

Resolved, That '"e will endeavor to increase the circnla­
liou of our denominational publications, viz. The Jforn imr 
Star, (Minneapolis) Free Baptist, 11/issiouary Hclpt:r arid 
our sabbath school and other literature. 

Committee on temperance made the following re­
port, which was adopted. 

Resolved, That as a people we are opposed to the mamt­
facture and. sale. of into::cic~ tiug liquors as a beverage, aud 
that we beheve 111 constitutional and statutory prohibition 
as the deliverauce from the liquor curse. 

Resolved, That we will use all our influence to induce 
the ~iscoutiuuan~e of oth~r unnecessary and injurious habit­
ual mdulgences ttl narcotics, such as tobacco and morphiue 
ende~voring .to teach by example as well as precept, to en~ 
~age 1~ nolh1!lg that we cannot do to the glory of God, ask­
mg H1s blessmgs to rest upon and give force to the influence 
of our work, upon the minds and lives of others. 
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The following on Finance was also adopted :­

R esolved, >that the financial con\mittee of each church 
~irculate a subscription to ascertain the Au\ouot that can be 
paid to a pastor, the etrsuing year, said proffered amount to 
accompany the call to the Yearly Meeting for A pastor. Fi­
nancial year to begin August r8. Pa'S'toral year to begin ()c. 
tober t. 

The mission report spoke of the urgeut needs of 
the fields, the necessity of fhnds and of t.:ollections to 
supply them to the executive committee) in favor o{ 

lnonthly collections for this purpo&-e) nnd -of an effort 
to raise five hundred doibrs for the year's work, 
'The following were also passed :-

Resoh!ed, That we th·;ruk the !tome Mission Board for 
lts approJ?riatiou of $250 for the past year, and earnestly re­
ques~ an mcrease of the appropriation to at least $300 for the 
-commg yeru-. 

Resolz•ed. That we l:hank the Woman's ~fission Board fot 
its appro}?riatioa of $200 J:or Lincoln the past year, and ear­
n estly rcq_u~t from it an increased appropriation to that in­
t erest for ilie coming year. 

According to votes at~d notices at tile l~::;t yearly 
meeting. the system of' cooperation was amended so 
ns to stal'td as follows. These amendment') consisted 
uf \\"hat had always been intended and generally 
practiced, as the additions to article ~-. the striking 
out of most of article 6, which was quite generalis· 
misinterpreted, and the s triking out of article 8, 
\vhich had been a dead le tter atFl was 110 necessary 
part of the system. The following is the system as 
now in force. Article r follows the Treatise, and all 
the other articles of the Treatise, with change of rep­
resentation in 2, were adopted at the outset, and are 
thus also fully in. focce, 

• 

AS NoW IN PORCE. 

§YSTEM OF CO-OPERATION. 

tOOIPOSlTION OF THE CONFERENCE. 

AR'r. 2 . (Of Constittttiofi.) T}!e Cotlference of this Yearl Y. 
~1eeling shall consist (t) 6f qelegates frotn the seYera f 
Quarterly Meeting& of which it is cotnposed, e'•ery Quart:r~ 
fY Meeting being entitled to one delegate from each of tls 
constituent churches of ten metnbers or less, and one for 
each additiona1 twenty membets, and (2) of a.ll or~ained or 
licensed preachers who take work uhder the dtrecbon of the 
Yenrly Meetit1g. 

PO\VttRS AND DU'r!E§ OF TffE Co!-nhtRENCE. 

ART. 3· 1'he Conferef1ce, at or near. the ctpen it!g of each 
l nnual session shalt elect an ExecuttVe Commttlee of at 
least five mc~bets but who shall hold their offices until 
successors are elected and enter upotl their duties, who 
shall perform the folloWing duties: 

(1.) Shall be the legal corporatio11 of the Yearly Meet­
ing, under sections 40, 41, 42, 43 and_ 44 of t?e statutes of 
the state of Nebraska on corpprahons, vntl1 the corpo, 
rate name of the Executive Committee of the Kebraska 
\"early 1\Ieetiug of Freewill Baptists. 

To be a Board of Mis.c;iol1S and Church Bxtension, to 
secure, hold, use and convey funds, in _money, Iu:>llscs. or 
lands, for the propao-atiob. of the Go~pel.lh conllectJOn wtth 
the Free or Freewit1 Baptist denommatlon, and to secure 
lands and erect houses of worship, parsonages, school ot 
ether buildings, for said denomination. In all cases ~\·here 
it affords aid for such purposes, the deeds or other ttlle lo 
!'luch properly shall be held ih trust by said Committee fot' 
U1e churches or purposes for which it was secured. But the 
Committee shall h ave no power to convey properly sccur~d 
for any church or society._ \\•ithout a l~gnl vote of satd 
c-hurch or society, and not then so ~s to diVert the :properly 
from its origittal purpose, unless satd chur~h ~r soctely l_uu~ 
become extittct, with no prospect of resusclt~tJOn-of whtch 
the Committee shall bejndge-or has taken 1tself out of the 
denomination, without. a _reasona_ble prospect of anotl_1et' 
Freewill Baptist orgamzahofl !akmg 1_ts pla._ce-of whtcll 
the Committee shall also be judge; m whtch cases, the 
Executive Committee may, if it deems it best for lbe cause, 
dispose of the property, or any part thereof, and _devote the 
proceeds to a simtltlr purpose in some other locahty. 

To receive hold manaae, use, control or convey any 
}>ropert}' enkusted'to the Yearly Meeting for any purpose, 
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iu accordance and only in accordance with the purpose of 
the donors. 

To see that each church having a house of worship deeded 
under our system of cooperation shall elect a local board of 
at least three trustees, to bold their office for the period des­
ignated by the church at the time of their election and until 
their successors are electeu and enter upon the responsibili­
ties of the office, whose duty shall be to care for, keep in or­
der and pro~ide for the judicious use of said meeting house, 
but shall not contract debts in any way to incumber the 
church property. 

( 2.) Shall arrange a schedule of fields of labor for all 
the preachers belonging to the Conference, and, if possible 

}>rovide preaching for all the churches of the Yearly Meet­
mg, or promising fields within its bounds for raising up 
churches, and report the same for each annual Conference 
uear its close, for its adoption or modification, and between 
the sessions of the Conference it shall adjust and direct all 
ministerial changes or supplies. 

In arranging any Field of Labor, the Yearly Meeting, and 
between its sessions, the Executive Committee, shall take 
~nto consideration and as far as possible regard the fo11ow­
tng :-

I. The wish of the church or chnrches, 
2. The desire ofthe preacher, 
3· The adaptation of the preacher lo the field and the 

field to the preacher, 
4· The general good of the whole field. 
ART. 4· It shall be the duty of the Uxecutive Committee 

to appoint one of its members as Treasurer, in whose hands 
all funds entrusted to the Yearly Meeting shall be placed, 
and who shall give bonds satisfactory to the Commtttee in 
au amount as near as may be double the sum that ·will come 
into his hands, and said Committee nHly from time to time 
require new or increased bonds, 

ART. 5· It shall be the duty ofthe Chairmllt1 of the Ex­
ecutive Committee to exercise a general supervision over 
the whole field occupied by the Yearly Meeting, to attend 
each session of each quarterly meeting, to labor for the 
building up of churches, for the erection of houses of wor­
ship, parsonages, etc., for the healing of difficulties, for 
promoting fidelity and devotion ill Christian work, and to 
1ncite the churches to give proper support to the ministry. 
He shall also, in his visits at different points, take up col­
lections to supply the Committee with funds for the ad­
vancement of the Gospel. 

BEQUEST. 

ART. 6. A preacher may become a member of the Con­
ference by vote of the Conference. 

ART. 7· All the preachers of the Conference shall be 
subject to an annual examination as to their christian and 
ministerial cllaracter, and any one whose character is not 
passed at the annual meeting shall not be considered in 
good standing, unless he make satisfactory explanation or 
amends to the Executive Committee. 

AR'l'. 8. It is the duty of each church in the Yearly 
Meeting to appoint a Committee on Finance, to see that 
proper compensation is secured for its preacher, and that 
funds are provided for other proper expenses. 
. _AR'r. 9· In buildinghouses.ofworship, parsonages, etc. , 
1t ts the duty of the whole body to ass1st each church in 
turn, under the direction of the Executive Committee, con­
centrating for the time on one place, or a few places, and 
so making the work lighter and easier for all, and also 
surer of success. 

ART. 10. It is the duty of scattered brethren to join the 
church most conYenient to them, and to meet with it as 
often as practicable, and help it, as well as the Yearly 
l\1eetiug at large, as far as their circumstances will permit. 

ART. 11. It is the duty of the brethren generally to sup­
ply the Executive Committee with funds for the advance­
ment of the Gospel, and in the disposition of their property 
by will to devote a goodly portion to the same purpose, 
according to the following 

FORM OF BEQUEST. 

I hereby give and bequeath to the Executive Committee 
of the Nebraska Yearly Meeting of Freewill Baptists, a 
Corporation under the Statutes of the State of Nebras­
ka, the sum of Dollars, to be used by 
said Committee for the propagation of the Gospel (or as a 
Permanent Fund, the interest only to be used for the propa­
gation of the Gospel,) in said State of Nebraska, in connec­
tion with the aforesaid Freewill Baptist denomination. , 

A . D. W illiams and E. H. Bickford were appoin­
ted corresponding messengers to the Northern Kan­
sas Yearly Meeting, and J, C. Dazey and W. D. 
Myers to an association af Separate Baptists to be 
held in Fillmore county. The auditing committee 
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POt1l.t V.EARS OF COOP~RA't!ON, 

reported that, "We find the accounts of the treasur­
er of the executive board, the account of the chair­
man ofthe board relative to collections taken by him , 
and the account ofthe executive boctrd in the mat· 
ter of the Lincoln church building1 correct, " and 
the report was adopted. The {(j116Witlg was presen­
ted by R. N. Bouck, and heartily adopted:---

Resolved, That we retuftt ti vote of that1k!!! w ot1r ex-chair­
man of executive committee, Dr. A. D. Williams, in token 
of our appreciation for valu~ble services rendeted ift the gen­
eral management of the btil5in~ss of the yearly meeting, and 
we regret that his health is &o impaired that be i! not able 
to render as much effective SeFvice as heretofore. 

Request was made by deh:gates from the Hastings 
quarterly meeting for the ordination of \Villiam :M. 
Huntley, a licensed preacher belonging to it. A 
council, consisting of Revs. Dazey, Root, McKen~ 

ney, Harvey and Johnson were appointed to exam­
ine him, which subsequently reported in favorofhis 
ordination, which report was adopted. According­
ly, he was ordained on Sunday-sermon by Joseph 
Westley, prayer by J. C. Dazey, hand of fellowship 
by E. Root, charge by A. D. Williams. 

The report of the executive committee as to fields 
of labor was as follows ; and, as on all previous oc­
casions, was unanimously adopted without amend­
ment:-

FIELDS OF LABOR. 

Aurora Quarterly Meeti11g :­

Aurora-To be supplied. 
Bati1t Quarterly },Jeeti1lg :-

Batin and Oak Creek-To be supplied, 

.LEAFLETS. 

Hastings Quarterly Meeti1tg :­

Clay aud Fillmore counties--]. C. Dazey. 
'Kenesaw-G. \V. Knapp. 
Gosper County Mission-Jos. Parkyn and \V . .M. 

Huntley. 
Franklin Mission-J os. Bates. 
West Ced-ar Missi'On-D. Johnson. 

Nemaha River Quarle'l'ly !Jfeet£-tig :­

Centerville-Temporarily by R. N. Bouck. 
Grandview and Long Branch-E. Root. 
~incoln->ro be supplied. 

jefferson Comzly Quarlerly 1/feeting :­

Dry Branch-E. E. Harvey. 
Reynolds and Fairbury-To be supplied. 
Diller-E. R. Slai. 
Jefferson Cotmty Mission-William Marks. 

General E\rangelist-To be supplied. 

General Marra~r of Western Free Baptist-A. D, 
\Villiams, :o. n. 

·During tb'is year also, the press was assiduously 
'Usecl. Bes'ides the Westenz. Free Baptist, the follow­
ing leaflets \Vere issued and circulated-' 'Support of 
the Ministry)'' ' 1Baptism-Two Great Fallacies" "No 
Principle Involved,11 (in baptism,)" Annual Report'' 
(of the executive committee.) and "What Freewill 
Baptists Believe-As to Baptism. '' The leaflets be .. 
fore issued as to communion and our general belief 
we.re also kept in stock and freely distributed. 



• 

• 

THE WORK IN NORTHERN KA.N£AS. 

'!'he work in northern Kansas during the confer­
ence year of 1885-6 progressed with somewhat va­
rying developments, but with a manifest advance 
pretty much all along th-e line. 

Among other things, two apparently promising 
young men, B. F. Morrill and W. L. Richardson, 
were ordained-the former thus far doing steady, 
persistent and valuahfe work, and bearing a charac­
ter above reproach ; the latter unttsually brilliant 
and effective, but soon manifesting characteristics 
altogether unfitting a christian minister. 

In February, brother Chase organized a church at 
Prairie Home, five miles out from Cuba, in an ex­
cellent country community, which promises both to 
be a valuable interest in itself and also a bulwark to 
the struggling interest at Cuba. In June, the old 
Montana church, in Jewell county, which had be­
come demoralized and discouraged and virtually ex­
tinct, was considerably revived, and encouraged to 
take up the work again. Under the advice of broth­
er Chase, the chairman, the church was reorganized 
and placed upon an encouraging basis. 

• 
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Rev. Joseph Westley h eld revival meetings at 
Blocker, Fostoria and Buffalo Valley, in each case 
with excellent effect, resulting in more or less acces­
sions to the church. At Blocker he was assisted by 
brother Gabriel Burdette, who also did good service; 
at Fostoria, by brethren Morse and Morrill.; and at 
Buffalo V.alley, by brother MorrilL Brethren Cal­
vert, Burdette, Northntp and \Vylie, hamper-ed by 
the necessity, or at least supposed necessity-certain­
ly au actual one to them-of supporting themselves, 
still showed their hearts to be iu the work, and in 
spite of their embarassments did effective .service at 
their several. posts1 

The eleventh session of the yearly meeting con­
veued with the Buffalo Valley church, and was 
called to order by the standing clerk, Deacon Joseph 
Carpenter. Prayer by Rev. Kiusman R . Davis, an 
old veteran. Rev. B. F. Morrill, pastor of the 
church, was chosen moderator and Rev. L. C. Chase 
assistaut clerk. 

The following delegates and ex ojjicio members 
were found to be present, viz: 

Blue Valley Qztarterly Meetiug.-Rev. A. C. Baker. 

Cloud and Republic Quarterly Meeting.-!. M:. \Val­
lace, J ohu Corbett, S. C. Wheeler. E. A. Phillips,­
Tibbits, L. N. Heltman, Samuel Maish, E. S. Johu­
son, and Revs. I. T. Bradbury, B. F. Morrill and 

. \V. L. Richardson, and Mrs. Corbett, aud Miss 
Alice Phillips. 

• 



I 96 FOUR "\"'E.-tRS OF COOPERA TIO~ 

Salem Quarter(;' Aleeting.-Joseph Carpenter and 
Re,~s. K. R . DaYis, L. C. Chase and E. H. Bickford. 

Tr'asldngtou Quarterly 11:/eeti?tg.-Julia Wooding, 
Mrs. G. W. Butterfield, Mrs. King, E. S. Jones, G. 
\V. Butterfield and Revs. A. C. Holland, A. A. King 
and Joseph Westley. 

After the appointment of the several nsnal com­
mittees, the chairman of the executive committee 
ReY. L. C. Chase, A. M:., made his report. H~ 
commenced by saying-" We regret to say that a 
large per cent of our churches have noc made the 
progress so earnestly desired. '> The causes he 
finds; first, in too frequent change of pastors· sec­
ond , fa~lure to contribute liberally to missions; 
n~1d , th1rd, lack of eYangelists. He had in his pre­
\'IOUS report dwelt at much length on the inadequa­
t'Y of the support given to the ministry. He now 
ndded;-

" We need also the aid of all the ministers ~fonr 
Yearly Meeting. We have some good talent that 
. has for the last twelye months been comparatively 
ulle. The field is great and the laborers are few, 
l:Ven though twice as many as have l1eard the call ) 
among us, should be active servants in their Mas­
ter's vineyard. If the good shepherd should come 
to some with the question, 1 Why stand ye all the 
day idle? ' he ·w·ould doubtless rece.i\"C the answer 
l( , 

Because no man hath hired us. " But let such re-
member. that the Lord is saying even to you, 1 Go 
ye also mto the vineyard. ' Such is tbe yalue of . 

, 
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souls, that those called of God to preach cannot con­
sistently withhold their efforts through such an ex-

cuse. 
' 1And another demand upon us as a Yearly Meet-

ing is a more general consecration to the work of 
the Master on the part of all christians. There is 
no way by which we can contribute more effectually 
to the salvation of this world. To a very great ex­
tent, our churches are not consecrated. ' The care 
of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke 
the word, and he becometh unfruitful. ' We are 
not satisfied with such a state of affairs, and by the 
blessing of God let us overcome our unbelief. '' 

He concludes by saying-"Notwithstandiug the 
difficulties, in the way of success, there has been 
some revival effort in each quarterly meeting, and 
se\·eral churches have received additions. The 
most remarkable interest has been that of the Fair­
view church of the Cloud and Republic quarterly 
meeting, through the efforts largely of Rev. W. L . 
Richardson. This young brother protracted a meet­
ing from the February session of the Quarterly 1\Ieet­
ing held with that church, resulting, up to this date, 
in about forty accessions to the church. Quite are­
vival interest still prevails in that vicinity, and it is 
much to be hoped that the work will continue until 
the few of that community, yet remaining out ofthe 
ark of safety, shall be brought into the fold. 

11 Rev. B. F . Morrill has been looking after the 

Summit interest and writes encouragingly in regard 

• 



• 

198 FOUR YEARS OF COOPERATION. 

to the work at that poiut. Brother Morrill is desir­
ous of giving his entire time to the work of the min­
istry, and it is to be hoped that a field may be se­
cured, sufficiently remunerative to enable him to 
push out in the work . 

''As a concluding thought, we would say, that 
the prospect, in this yearly meeting is quite as en­
couraging as we could possibly expect, under the 
circumstances. With poorly supported pastorates, 
with no efficient evangelist in the field, and with 
limit~d supplies on every hand, the only wonder is, 
that we are known at all as colaborers in the Mas­
ter's vineyard. . 

' ' As for prosperity achieved during the year, we 
have great reason for acknowledging God as the giv­
er aud preserver. It is through Him alone, amidst 
our weakness, we are enabled to look up and take 
courage. Let us therefore go forward with zeal and 
energy in the good work, and waiting for the Great 
Day in which we shall hear the welcome approval 
'come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kiugdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world.' " 

'fhe receipts of the year were reported as $569.77, 
including $400 loaned the Cuba enterptise by the 
parent home mission board, and the disl;mrsements 
as $535.oo, leaving $36.77 of balance on hand. 

Prof. Lyman C. Chase, A. M. was then elected 
chairman of the executive committee, with even 
more heartiness than on either of the previous occa­
'lion :>. I ra _.I. \Vallace , B F . ~Ivn ill Tohn Co.:-bett, 
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G. VJ. Butterfield, A. A. King- and S. C. Wheeler 
were t'1en tlected the other members. 

R€"f' )rts wue made by the usual committees and 
adopted-commending R <:v. L. C. Chase. for effi­
cienc\ as cbainnan of executh·e committee, and 
prolll i!'ing him hearty cooperation-A. D. V\.illiams 
for sc.rvices in 11inisterial Institute work, and other­
wist -and sisttr McKenney for valuable help in 
missionary work-in fayor of the JJJorniug Sta1·, Free 
Bapl!sl, ll"csto'Jl Free Baptist, and cur sabbath school 
and ollH.:r d•:uominational publications. The follow­
ing n.:::.olutiotb 'H:re also adopted ou the several sub­
ject~ to which they relate, Yiz.-

I. That it Lecomes the duty ofthe cl;mrches ?f 0is Year­
ly l\1<. ting to ~in. more especial ~ttentiou to m.s~Jons, both 
hom and fon.'tgn, <Hld we regard tt the duty of the pastors 
to pt h this department of the work to the utmost and see 
to tt 1' at co1lection.., a re taken in the churches not less thau 
once in three mont.J·s. 

2. That a.: a Yearly Meeting, "hile we labor ~o sustai_n a 
pure lll"ni~·try and to defeutl our preachers at;am sl unjust 
ceusurt ~111d 'cdt!cism, it becomes our duty also to correct 
wrono a1H1miui:-:terial improprieties in the wise way ~ug­
gest( d m the Saeret1 Page. \\'e believe that on due UllllJSte­
rial d tscipl ine clepc1H1s largely our success. 

3· Tlt:.l \VC. as a Yearly Meeting recognize our constitu­
tional l tnlllt', anc1 \\e reccommend that through the press 
and oth<.:n.nse w~ cngll t, as in the past, to be ku0\\'11 as Free­
will, awl nd as Fn.\;! n aptists. 

Rt·ml'l,ct!. 'l'hat "<.: call attention of the church_e~ an~l 
pasto s to lhe l'l<·t thaL it is improper to ma~e any mmlstt;n­
al ell gcs dtu ing th<:_ year without cousultmg the executlYe 
CODll1 t.tec. 

P<. , 1 r~p:-s th<: mo""t importaut thing done at this 
sessio11 was a resolute attempt to raise a 'fwo Hun­
h ed .. nd Fifty Dollar home 1111~=--ion fund for the 
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year. Pled~es were taken 
tion, amounting to $rso. 
adopted, 

in the public congrega· 
The following was then 

Voted, To raise in this Yearly Meeting $250., minus 
what is raised at this meeting, for home mission work, to be 
raised pro rata, according to ability. 

This was the best thing of the kind that had ever 
been undertaken by this yearly meeting, and to our 
mind, constituted the most encouraging development 
of the whole work. When men consecrate their 
money to God, and use it for his service, they may 
still be wanting in the spiritual life, but they are 
mu:h more likely to be overflowing with its higher 

. 
precwusuess. 

The sabbath school report, in addition to recom· 
mending holding Sunday school institutes at each 
session of the yearly meeting, also recommended 
holding such institutes in all the churches-a most 
excellent thing, that will greatly increase the inter­
est and efficiency of all schools where held. 

L. C. Chase was appomted corresponding messen· 
gt:!r to the next Nebraska yearly meeting, and E. H. 
Bickford to the Southen1 .Kansas-and also the 
chairman of the executiye committee was authorized 
to appoint one to the Northern Kansas Christian 
(New Light) Conference. 

The following endorsement and commendation 
was also gh·en to the new arrangement for publish· 
iug the Trestenz. Free Baptist, viz.-

3· Resolved, That we heartily approve the formation of 
the \\'estern Free Baptist Printing Company, for issuing th;. 
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Wi.•slem Free Baptist and other publications, and recom­
mend our brethren to take stock in the same. 

The executiYe committee reported the following 
Fields of Labor-adopted with the usual entire tma, 

nimi ty) viz..-

FIELDS OF LABOR. 

Cloud ond Republic Quarterly ltfeetiug.­
Summit and Buffalo Valley-B. F. Morrill. 
Fainriew and Montana-To be supplied. 
John's Creek 11ission-I. T. Bradbury. 

Blue Talley Quarten'.J' ltfeeti71g.­
Prairie Ridge-}. D. Calvert . 
Clear Fork-W. H. Northrup. 
Fostoria-To be supplied, 
Blue Rapids :Missions-Gabriel Burdette, 

Salem Quarterly 11feeting.-To be supplied. 

1 Vas/ling ton Quarter!)' llfeefing.-
Haddam, Blocker and Morrow-}. Westley. 
Cuba, Prairie Home, Dewitt and Hopewell-A. 

A. King, assisted by A. C. Holland. 
Strawberry-To he supplied, 

, 
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CI-IAPTER XXVI. 

IN SOU'fHERN KANSAS. 

During the year 1886-7, considerable progress was 
made in southern Kansas. Nearly all the churche~ 
were kept in fair, working condition, aud some of 
them made manifest advance. Two good new 
churches were organized, and revivals and additions 
were enjoyed at other point'i. In addition, hvo or 
three churches were organized some distance north­
west, in Ness county, and they iu turn were organ­
ized into the Ness County Quarterly I\Ieeting, with 
brethren John B. Fast, J. D. Ruling and F. P. Au­
gir-the latter ha·vi.ng moved to Ness City-for 
pr-eachers. Brethren J o1mson and Goodman had 
been conspicuous in revival movements, and breth­
ren Strawn, Aldrich, Hale, Edwards, Rogers, Otis, 
Smith and others doing faithful and efficient service 
as the way opeued before tllem. 

The current session of the Yearly Meeting was 
held with the Augusta church, some four miles out 
of the tm,·n of Augusta, in Butler county, Septem­
ber 1-3, r887. The following ex-officio members 
were present, namely-F. P. Augir, H. S. Otis, J. 
ri Smith,]. ~T. Stra''.'ll, '':. 0 Joll'lSOn, G. w 
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Goodman, J. E. Bayless, G. W. Cole and J. G. Lew· 
is, and delegates as follows:-

Sumner and Cowley Qztarterfv Afeeting-J. C . 
Newbolt, George Skaer, S. P. Creel, E. J. Allen, J. 
A. Snider, and sisterS. M. Snider. 

Row Valley,-Bros. J. C. F. Raborn, S. H. I\iills, 
nud D. W. Butts. 

Rev. A. J. Johnson was received also as corre­
sponding messenger from the Union Baptists. 

Rev. H . S. Otis was elected moderator, and tlle 
usual committees appointed. 

Rev. F. P. Augir presented a letter from the Ness 
County quarterly meeting, seeking admission, 
which was granted. 

Chairman Augir then read his annual report, 
which represented the work as in a get1erally flour­
ishing condition, with an increase of two new 
churches on the old field, with additions that ma­
terially strengthened others, and also of oue new 
quarterly meeting of three churches on entirely new 
ground. Upon the whole, the prospects were de­
cidedly better than at any previous time. The great 
lack is still of men and means. There are calls on 
every hand, if we only had the means to supply. 
In not a few ofthe towns of this part of the state, a 
comparatively small amount of aid would enable us 
to establish substantial churches. 

In the election of the executive committee, broth­
er PhillipTharp, a layman, was elected chainnan, 
and brothers A. F . Darst and J. C. F. Raborn, and 
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Revs. J. H. Smith and H. S. Otis, the other mem­
bers. It was also voted that if any vacancy in the 
committee occur during the year it be filled by the 
rest of the committee " from the ranks of the laity. " 

It was voted to '(request the members of the 
-churches to pay ten cents each for defraying the ex .. 
penses of the yearly meeting clerk, and that :five 
dollars a year of the same be paid him as such fee. )' 

"Rev. J. A. Hale was appointed corresponding 
\nessenger to the Union Baptist Association. 

The constitution of the Treatise was re-adopted, 
nuda set also of excellent by laws for the conduct 
ru1d expediting of business. The following terse 
and pointed resolutions were also adopted, namely-

rst :, Resolved, That we make an extra effort to bnild up 
the cause and kingdom of Christ ; 

2nd. Resol'l!ed, That we work and pra.y for a. more peT­
feet union with christian denominations ; 

3rd. Resolc!ed, That we work and pray for a union of all 
baptist denominations, especially ; 

4th. ResoltJed, That we deem the traffic in whiskey, 
!beer and other spirituous liquors, one of the greatest evlls 
~f o~ land, and that we will endeavor to suppress the same 
and banish it from the land ; 

sth. Resolved, That we coudet~m the practice of violat­
ing the Lord's Day by runuing rai~ro~d trains, and all o~er 
violation of the Lord 's Day, belte"mg- that corporations 
should obey law and regard the Sabbath Day, U1e same as 
individuals ; 

6th. Resol?;ed, 'that we deem the use of tob!lcco a u~e­
\ess practice, and that all christians should refralll from t ts 
use, if possible; 

7th. Resolved, That we should work to increase the cir­
<culation of our denominational publications and support the 
~me. 

Examination was made as to the character and 
:standing of the ministers of the yearly meeting, and 

l!NbOWMENTS. ~0 5 

the fo llowing approved, namely-H. S. Otis, J. H 
Smith, G. W. Cole, J. W. Strawn, J. A. Hale, J. E. 
Rogers, J. D. Huliug, 0. ~. Aldrich, J. R. Row, L . 
A. Edwards, J. E. Bayless, J . G. Lewis, F. P. Aug4 

ir, J. B. Fast, M. L. Schmidt. G. vV. Goodman, S. 
Moses, W. 0. Johnson. 

Perhaps the ntost important measure of the session 
was the inauguration of a plan of endowment notes 
for the purpose of church extension. 1~he plan is to 
take notes running for five years at ten per cent in· 
tefcst, the principal to be a permanent endowment 
futic1, aud the h1terest each year used for building 
church edifices at important points. If sufficient 
push is put behind it to make it go, it will prove a 
very effective factor in furthering our cause in that 
part of the state, and there is no reason to suspect 
that our brethren there will not make it a success. 
They are men who mt:an what they say, and are 
uot willing to be of the number who say and do not. 

The executive committee made the following re· 
port, which was adopted as to-

FIELDS OF LABOR. 

Bethsaida-J. W. Strawn. 
Pleasant Valley-}. D. Hale. 
Rock Ridge-to be supplied. 
Salem- vV. 0. Johnson. 
Village Creek-to be supplied. 
Augusta-J. H. Smith. 
Bethel-to be supplied. 
Liberty.._H, S. Otis. 



'206 FOUR YEARS OF COOPERATION. 

Science Valley-to be supplied. 
Lincolnville-to be supplied. 
Harmony-J. E. Rogers. 
West Liberty-to be supplied. 
Ness City-F. P. Augir. 
Nevada-John B. Fast. 
·l\IcCracken-F. P. Augir. 

Bro. Edwards, the clerk, adds: '·~he general in­
terest in the Yearly Meeting is good. The Row 
Valley Quarterly :Meeting is alive to the interest of 
Christ. At the last session two new churches were 
admitted; one little flock with a membership of 
about thirty, and the other of forty-nine. Tlte last 
mentioned decided to build a church, which is now 
being built. It has a subscriptiou very nearly if not 
quite suffident to build and seat the house ready for 
use. All, or nearly all, of the churches are in a 
live working condition.', 

• 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

THE WOMAN'S WORK. 

The following is the report of the \Voman's Mis­
sion Society of the Nebraska yearly meeting, made 
by the secretary, Mrs. S. H. Williams. 

"The \Voman's Missiou Society of Nebraska held 
its annual sessions and exercises in connection with 
the yearly meeting which convened with the Kene­
saw church, Thursday, August r8th, 1887. At a 
business meeting on Saturday, the following officers 
were chosen for the year. President, Nirs. A. A. 
McKenney, Lincoln, Nebraska; Secretary, S . H. 
\Villiams, Kenesaw; Treasurer, Harriet D. Cooley; 
:Mrs. Sarah Harvey 'vas also appointed vice-presi­
dent for the Jefferson County quarterly meeting, 
there being no organization there. 

'' Owing to the incipiency of our organization, and 
to the urgent necessity that the funds of the auxilia­
ries be used in their own localities, but little busi­
ness of a general character was done. It was voted 
that contributions be made to the support of an 
evangelist; but no definite amount was pledged by 
the society. Pledges were subsequently made by 
individual auxiliaries, in connection with the efforts 

IJ 
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of the yearly meeting, to maintain a fund for evan· 
gelistic work. The following statistical report of 
the past year is a basis of hope, to ourselves at ~east, 
for the future. 

. 

"In the yearly meeting \Voman's 1Iission Socie· 
ty of Nebraska, we have·two quarterly meeting so· · 

' cieties Nemaha and Hastings. And we have two , . 

societies that are not connected with any quarterly 
meeting. They are Aurora and Belmont. In the 
Nemaha quarterly meeting,· we have four auxilia:­
ries, one young people's society: and 1Iission Band, 
with an aggregate membership of 149. In the Has~ 
tings quarterly meeting, we have five auxiliaries, 
·with au aggregate membership of ninety·four. In 
the society at Belmont we have thirty members, and 
at Aurora ten. 

-
In the Nemaha quarterly meeting, Lincoln auxil· 

iary raised, during th~year, . . . 
· " .1Itsston Band, 

Long Branch Auxiliary, · 
" " Young People's Band, 

Grand View Auxiliary, . , 
Centreville, ' 

• 

$6I 26 
12 00 
'J6 00 

'15 00 

30 00 

35 00 

$89 26 . 

In the Hastings quarterly meeting was raised at 
· Pleasant Plain, · · $4 I oo 

Fairview, ,40 oo 
Kenesaw, · '63 oo 
Grove, . . 6 5° 
Prairie Dale. unknown. 

M1SSlt>'N' 'EX'ERCISES • 

Belmont raised, . 
Aur01a, unknovn.1. 

.. 

211 

20 00 

Total, · $359 83 
'the amount raised bytbe eleven auxiliaries. with 

rin aggregate membership of 283, is $359.83. As 
·most of these members have joined during the last 
few months, we expeCt ro do a greater work the 
coming•year than the past. 'Ve find much to en­
courage us, as our ladies are becoming interested in 
the work, and 'our secretari~s are reporting better. 
Thus ~ .el.1 ter upon the work of another year with 
rene·wed zeal aud earnestness for the 1faster. 

Ou the evening of the same dayt the time set 
apart for our public exercises, a full program was 
rendered to a small but appreciative a.udience, the 
weather being very unfavorable. .. 

Besides· the usual devotional exercises and music, 
Sister Cooley, whom all Freewill Baptists know as · 
a former foreign missionary, gave intetesting and 
amusing sketches of some of her " cold seasons '' 
among the natives . . After which she read a short 
essay describing their dress and domestic habits. 
~frs. ~IcKenney read her vezy interesting and im· 
pressive ~ssay en~itled "Two Ways of W:orking." 
Appropriate readings were also given by sisters 
Taylor, of Long Branch, Knapp, of Kenesaw, and 

· 'Mhmie Talkington, of Pleasant Plains. A collec-­
tion of $5. I 1 was taken · and appropriated to the 
home mission work of the quarterly ·meeting. 

. . 
Kenesaw. Neb. S. H. WILUAliiS. 
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11 In connection with the Northern Kansas Year~ 
ly Meeting held with the Buffalo Valley Church~ 
the Woman's Mission Society held a business meet­
ing on Saturday afternoon, Septemba 3· 

The following officers were elected; Mrs G. W. 
Butterfield, President; JuUa Wooding, Secretary ; 
and Mrs. B. F. Morrill, Treasurer. 

11 Reports from various auxiliaries show that the 
missionary spirit is being instilled into the hearts of 
the people of Northern Kansas more and more. 

·'During the past year the Fairview auxiliary has 
raised $ro.8s, the Blocker auxiliary $24.72, and the 
Mt. Pleasant auxiliary $5·55· I am glad there are 
some faithful workers already in the field, but there 
is room for so many more. Sisters, ours is a noble 
work; although we do not see much fruit of our la­
bors now, we claim the promise ours " He that go­
eth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall 
doubtless come again rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 

with him." 
''On the following Sunday afternoon, the public 

meeting was opened by singing, and scripture read­
ing by the President ; Prayer by Mrs. Ashley ; sing­
ing, number 285 ; Secretary's report. An interest­
ing paper was read by 1\1rs. A. A. McKenney; 
singing ; select reading by Miss Alice Phillips ; 
recitation by Mrs. A. A. King; singing; select 
reading by }.,frs. B. F. Morrill and Julia Wooding ; 
followed by a very interesting address on the Prog­
ress of Christianity, by Mrs. A. A. McKenney . 

.. 

SOUTHER!.~ KANSAS SISTERS. 2 13 
• Collection $7, appropriated of Home Mission work, 

tov.-ard the support of an Evangelist. 
]ULtA WooniNG, Sec. 

The sisters of the southern Kansas yearly meet­
ing were not idle during the year. With less facili­
tie:; and opportunities, they did what they could, and 
generally kept up the organizations and their work, 
<le,'oting part of their means to home and part to 
the foreign work. But we have failed to secure any 
official or specific report of their work. Though it 
be unrecorded here, its record is on high.. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

REv. RoLLAND N. BoucK was born Decem bE.r 
31, 1854, iu Clintcn county, Iowa1 and subsequently 
moved to Cass county, Nebraska. He was convert­
ed during the winter of 1873, but after the close of 
a year following did no work religiously until 1880, 
when he entered again the service of the Lord. 
'Vas licensed by the Cass county quarterly meeting~ 
in March, 1882. 

Upon the organization of the yearly meefing, in 
1883, he entered more fully into ministerial work, 
giving nearly his whole time to it, with little, and 
in some cases no compensation. He was ordained 
at the session of the yearly meeting at Kenesaw. 
August, 1884. 

While he has been recognized as pastor for a time 
at Kenesaw, and for two years at Grand View, his 
labors have been largely those of an eyaugelist­
holding series of meetings, alone or in conjunction 
with others, at Kenesaw, Grove, Fairview, Fellow­
ship, Grand View, Lincoln and other points-in 
nearly or quite all cases with more or less success, 

and in a number of them with marked success. 

L. C. CHASE. 217 

He attracts a considerable portion of the commu­
u i ty wherever he labors strongly to him, and enjoys 
the full confidence of the brethren ; so that when 
the previous chairman of the executive commit-
tee found himself unable to serve longer, Mr. 
Bouck was elected to the position, August, I 887. 
with a very flattering unanimity, and has since de­
voted himself very arduously to the duties o,f that 
position. 

For Portrait, see page I 5. 

Rev. LY.l\1A-N" C. CHASE, A. :r.r., was born at Rut­
land, Ohio, October 2, 1839, of New England paren­
tage on both sides. He was converted at sixteen 
years of age, under the ministrations of Rev. Ira Z. 
H aning, and was soon after impressed that it was 
his duty to preach. He enjoyed a good common 
school education, and afterwards entered Hillsdale 
College, where he largely supported himself, teach­
ing school at intervals, and otherwise, and gradua­
ting in 1866, and afterwards received the degree of 
Master of Arts. 

His first sermon was preached in the winter of his 
nineteenth year, and he continued to preach as cir­

cum->lances opened the way, during his teaching 
and college course. He was ordained at Albany, 
Ohio, in 186g, at the same time and place as Rev. 

M. W. Spencer. 
The fall after his graduation, he became Associ­

ate Principal of Atwood Institute, at Albany, Ohio. 
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with Rev. J. M. Kayser, where he remained three 
years, part of the time as sole Principal. Aftenvards, 
he went back and served another period in charge 
of that school. During this latter period. he had for 
one of his pupils Miss Hattie Lawson, who after­
ward, March g, 1882, became Mrs. Chase. Besides 
teaching at Atwood, Mr. Chase for several years had 
charge of the graded Free Schools of Huutiugtou, 
West Virginia, and was also the first teacher of the 
graded school in Beatrice, Nebraska. During his 
stay in Huntington, he was editor also, of the Hun­
tington Advertiser, and he has since had charge, for a 
period, of one or two other papers. 

Previous to his settlement in Kansas, he held pas­
torates in Ohio, Illinois, and Iowa, and was for a 
time engaged in e,-angelistic work in Nebraska. 
He was two years at Conneaut, Ohio, where, as he 
says, he received substantial encouragement, largely 
the result of cooperation on the part of the church­
especially of certain aged brethren and sisters. 

l\Ir. and Mrs. Chase came to Kansas direct from 
Albany, Ohio, in 1883, and settled at Netawaka, 
He wa'> at first pastor of the Mount Pleasant church, 
in Brown county, but in Aug ust, 1884, was elected 
Chairman of the Northern Kansas Yearly Meeting 
Executive Committee, and has been continued in 
that position. by annual elections, until the present. 
Besides attending to his duties in this position, trav­
e lling over the yearly meeting mostly by private 
conveyance, he has devoted his spare moments in 

JON A THAN C DAZEY • 219 

the preparation of a book, entitled ''Contending for 

The Faith," which will go to press as soon as cir­
cumstances will admit. He has in mind another 
volume to' !be entitled "The Christian's Manual ; . , . 
Or Essentials to Success in Christian Life and \Vork." 
The publications of these works may, however, be 
postponed for a time. He wields the pencil of a 

ready writer. 

REV. J . C. DAZEY was born :March 20, 1854-, 
at Santa Fe Bay, Central America. Was converted 
in Jauumy, 1870, and joined the Oak Grove Separ­
ate Baptist church, near Dunkirk, Illinois. H e was 
1 icensed to preach in the fall of 1881, and was or­
dained by the order of the Felkwsbip S~parate 
Baptist church, near Sutton, Nebraska, in April, 

1883. 
He was married to Miss MaryS. Mitchell, March 

20,:1873, and came to Nebraska in February 1883. 
The next year he became acquainted with the 

Freewill Baptists, and finding no substantial differ­
ence between the people uuited with them. At the 
time be united, the Grove Separate Baptist church 
disbanded and most of its members, together with 
others, were organized into a Freewill Baptist 
church. Since that time, he has been the preacher 
in charge and largely instrumental in gathering and 
organizing the Fellowship, Fairview, Pleasant Plain 
and Prairie Dale churches. There is now about 
two hundred members on his work, and he has 
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baptized seventy-five of them. He also assisted, 
the past winter of 1887-8, iu the gathering of a 
church in Gosper county. See his portrait in an­
other place, opposite p. 64. 

GEoRGE \V. KNAPP, B. D. was born in Steuben 
county, New York. September, 23, 1842. His ear­
ly surroundings were religious-his father, William 
Knapp, and his gTandfather, Matthew Knapp, were 
both ordained deacons in the Freewill Baptist church, 
~ucl he has five uncles in the Free Baptist ministry, 
of whom Revs. J. Stewart, David F au dolph and 
James Bign::tll were most prominent among the 
Fathers of their day. 

However, he owes his most spiritual impressions, 
his con"\·ersion and call to the ministry to his mother, 
Eliza J. Knapp. He was received into the Cameron 
Freewill Baptist church at the age of nine years. 
Received license to exhort and made his first efforts 
when twenty years of age. \Vas ordained at Wood­
hull, New York, in r866, by Revs. J. Stewart, \Vil­
liam l\1ack and others. 

His education, began with the district school, and 
was continued in academies at Troupsburg, Kuox­
ville and Duudee, New Yoz k, with a year at Hills­
dale College, and three years in the theological 
school at New Hampton, New Hampshire and Lew­
iston, Maine-he and the late W. G. Willis being 
the first two graduates after the removal to the lat­
ter place . 

• 

• 
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He was married to 1\:Iiss Carrie Dennis, of Jasper, 
New York, in r86s-to whom were born five chil­
dren, two of whom died in infancy. 

At the beginning of his ministry, he entered into 
revival work which was largely blessed. A hun­
dred souls professed faith in Jesus, in th~ first two 
meetings, held with the Tuscarora and Adrian 
churches, New York. During his entire course of 
study, be occupied the sabbaths with preaching, 
filling pulpits in Meredith Centre, and Contoocook, 
New Hampsbire, remaining in the latter place for 
two years after his graduation. 

Returning to his nath·e state in 1873, he ~pent 
seveu years in western New York-two at CO\Yle:;­
ville, Fulsomdale and Marilla, one year at Attica, 
and four years at Dale. He was then sent to Elmi­
ra, by the Ceutral Association, to save a sinking 
church, sell its old church property and build in a 
more favorable place. After securing $2.400 in 
pledges for the new house, together with a lot worth 
$r,ooo, and while in the midst of a very precious re­
vival, his health failed and be was obliged to lea,·c 
this imr ortant ·work to the faithful Imnds of Re,·. J. 

S. H arrington, and go to the hills of northern Pclm­
sylvania for health. 

He preached for two years with the East and 
\Vest GranYille chnrches, building a bouse of wor­
ship at the former place. In ~1ay, 1884, hoping 
for improved health aud farther usefulness, he re:­
moyed with his famtly to Nebraska, laboring witl!. 
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the Aurora and Kenesaw churches-as has been 
told, more or less, in these pages. 

For Portrait, see page 5 I. 

REv. WILLIAM MAUKS is the son of Rev. I ves 
Marks and nephew of Rev. David Marks. He was 
born at Saylorville, near Des Moines, Iowa, March 
ro, 185 r. He says he was called to the ministry 
before he was converted. Was converted in Sep­
tember 1870, and was licensed in August 1873. He 
was ordained in July, 1878 by Revs. Samuel F. 
Smith, David G. Kling and R. D. Preston. He 
preached consideral;)le in connection with his father, 
and on the reorganization of the Jefferson, (Nebras­
ka, ) quarterly meeting, came into the Nebraska 
yearly meetin{5, and at the last four sessions of that 
body has been elected successively one of the mem­
bers of its executive :onnnittee. He is a sweet 
singer in Israel and a good preacher, rn:l it is a 
matter of much regret that he does not preach as 
much as the brethren generally would like to have 
him. His efficiency in building the Reynolds house 
of worship, where he lh·es, is narrated elsewl1ere. 

REv. EDWARD RooT was born February 4, 1822, at 
Canaan, Litchfield county, Connecticut. Was con­
verted at Johnson, 'fntmbull county, Ohio, in 1834, 

under the preaching of D. M. L. Rollin, by whom 
he was baptized. Was licensed by tke church in 
1839, and by the Ashtabula quarterly meeting in 
1 8-J.O. \Vas ordained at Clarksville, in 1843, having 

. 
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been married to Miss Lucy S. Palmer the year pre· . 
\'l OllS. 

Has been pastor at Clarksfield, Venuillion, Am· 
herst. New Haven, Greenfield, Lykens, Venice, 
Gallion and other churches in Ohio; of Porter. Ant­
werp, Gliddenville, Summerville, and Berrien iu 
Michigan; and of Centreville, Grandview and Long 
Brauch in Nebraska. H e remained ten years as 
pastor of the New Haven and Greenfield churches, 
ten years at Centreville, and fifteen at Porter. Mov­
ed to Michigan in 1858, and to Nebraska in 1875. 

Brother Root has been engaged in a large num­
ber of revivals, seen many converted and has bap­
tized and married a very large number, But as he 
kept no diary, specific account of them cannot be given. 
Among others, he was engaged in a very extensive 
work with the Liverpool church, in 1842, followed 
by an equally extensive work at Liverpool Centre. 
Other revivals were with the Spencer, the Sharon 
and Canaan churches. In connection with Rev. 
Hiram Vaughn, had an extensive revival and large 
accessions with the Liverpool and Liverpool Centre 
churches, in the Medina qttarterly mceting,­
Besides all this, for fourteen years, he 'vas en­
gaged with Rev. James Ashley every winter in 
redval work, resulting each year in a large number 
of conversions and accessions. 

Most of his work has been where churches were 
already organized; but he assisted in raising up and 
organizing churches at Porter, Vermillion and Cen-

• 
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l redlle, in the organization of the Cass county 
quarterly meeting and of the Nebraska yearly meet-
• 
l . CT llo. 

l-Ie has always lived above approach, and been 
greatly beloved wherever he has labored, and so has 
been called to officiate at a very large ntuuber of 
funerals, as well as marriages, his presence and sym­
pathy being highly appreciated on all such occa­
sions. Quiet and unobtrusive, his demeanor pres­
ents a striking contrast to the self-seeking of many. 
But few men have been more constant and abundant 
in labors, during a long life, few have done more 
good or left more permanent result.:; behind, and few 
are more entrenched in the esteem and effections of 
all who know him. For Portrait, see page 9· 

REv, JosSPH W.ES'l'LEY.-"I was bon1 a FreewiU 
l3aptist. In my early days, I knew nothing of 
any other religious people. I was bound out to the 
tobacco trade, in St. Louis, when young. \Vas 
there converted to God among the Methodists; went 
back to Indiana and was baptized by Rev. Benoni 
Stinson, an old minister that preached among the 
Freewill Baptists. I united with the 1vf. E. church, 
·who took me under their care and made of me, by 
the help of God, all that I an1 that is good. 

"When my apprenticeship was out, i was sent to 
school in Mt. Vernon, Indiana, and also to Thoro­
town, Indiana. Taught a select school six months 
iu Indianapolis., Indiana-taught two years at 

FALL. '>2" - :> 

Brownsburg, one year at Pittsborough, h\'o years at 
New Brunswick, six months near North Salem and 
one year at Stockwell, then called Baker's Corners . 
\Vas licensed to preach at Brownsburg, in 1857 ; 

preached as a local preacher, travelling with J esse 
H ills until I moved to Illinois, Rock Island County. 

''While there, I united with the Conference as an 
itinerant preacher. Was ordained by Bishop Baker, 
at McComb, Illinois. Went into the ar111y, in 1S62 
-as captain of Company K, I I 2th Regiment Illi­
nois Volunteers and discharged in I 863. vVas ap­
pointed special agent in Provost marshal's office in 
Peoria, where I remained until February, 1865, 
when domestic trouble commenced, which led to mr 
fall and shame. 

" I went before our conference and delivered up 111y 

credentials, and withdrew for the good of conference. 
.My downward course was rapid and terrible for four 
years. That four years was a terrible hell to me, 
that put a dark blot upon my whole life. 0/t, if I 
~ould only wipe it out from memory and from histo­
Ty and my life, I would give a world if I had it! 
But God, through Christ, had mercy upon me, and 
washed it out of His book with the blood of Christ , 
and lifted me out of the terrible pit of ruin. 

" I united again with theM. E. church, but not 
being in accord with their teaching and practice on 
baptism, I withdrew and united with the United 
Brethren, not then knowing where to find any Free­
will Baptists. 

• 
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''In 1870, I left Illinois and moved to Grand Island, 
Nebraska, where I lived and worked for the Breth­
ren for five years. I w.1s invited by the pastors of 
the churches at Fairbury, Nebraska, to hold a series 
of evangelistic meetings in the winter of 1876, which 
I did. Over two hundred were converted. At the 
dose of the meeting, a number of persons were in 
Mr. Turner's store, and when I entered they asked 
me what church I would advise them to join, I re­
plied that if I knew of any Freewill Baptists, any­
where, I would say join them. and would join my­
self. Mr. Turner s tepped up and said t!J.ere was a 
church and preacher just north of town. He said 
he would send and bring the preacher in, and Rev. 
S . F . Smith came in to see me, and I made arrange· 
ments with him to unite with the church , which I 
did that Fall, when the Northern Kansas and South­
ern Nebraska yearly meeting was organized. I 
went in August to the Brethren Conference, which 
met at the church near to Plattsmouth, Nebraska, 
and withdrew from them, stating my intention of 
uniting with the Freewill Baptist church. Got to 
Rose Creek, Sunday in forenoon , and united with 
the church that afternoon.'' 

Since that time, Bro vVestley has labored at Salem, 
Mount Pleasant, Blocker, and Haddam, as pastor, 
and has been also employed in special efforts at 

. 
many points with almost unvarying success-m 
many cases with very great success. 

• 

' 

P.t:;!or a! Blocker and Ez,a,Igelist. 

Page 227. 



A. D. \\"ILLIAMS. 

ALVIN DIGHTON WILLIAMS, D. D., was born at 
Smithfield Centre, Bradford county, Pennsylvania, 
October 13, 1825, of Connecticut parentage on both 
sides. Was converted at thirteen, and joined the 
East Troy Freewill Baptist church. Commenced 
preaching two and a half years after, and gained 
some notoriety as the '' Boy Preacher. '' Was or­
dained at Carolina Mills, Rhode:! Island, in May 1848, 
while iu College, aud graduated at Hamilton Col­
lege, New York, in 1849. 

Has been pastor of churches at Carolina Mills, 
Rhode Island, Pawtucket and Lawrence, Massachu­
setts, Minneapolis, Minuesota, and Cheshire and 
Middleport, Ohio. 

Has marrieed nearly two hundred couples and 
baptized some four hundred-ninety-eight in thirteen 
of fifteen successive sabbaths. Organized, or assis­
ted in organizing, churches at Elk River, Otsego , 
Ramsey and Lebanon in Minnesota ; Flemington 
and Fairview in West Virginia; and Kenesaw, Mar­
shall, Pleasant Plain, Long Branch and Lincoln in 
Nebraska-also the Hennepin quarterly meeting in 
Minnesota, the \Vest Virginia Association, and the 
Hastings, Aurora and Nemaha River quarterly 
meetings in Nebraska-together with the Minneso­
ta, the Nebraska, and the Southern Kansas yearly 
meetings. 

Secured the paying of a debt on the Pawtucket 
bouse of worship that threatened the existence of 
the church, also improvements and a large pipe or-

14 



gan-secured the erection of a fiue Gothic house of 
worship in Lrrwrence, oue of the finest then in the 
denomination-and brought West Virginia College 
into the denomination. 

Taught a number of conurton schools, was chair~ 
lllln of town school board in Panttucket, ( then) Mas .. 
{i1.chusetts, city superinteuuent of schoo1s iti La'iv· 
renee, Mrrs;;achusetts, principal of Minnesota Semi.-
1lary and Cheshire Academy, president of West Vir­
ginia College, state superi ntendent of schools it1 
\Vest Virginia, principal of Nebraska s tate norma1 
school, trustee of Nebraska hospital for the insane

1 

memb:!r of the state board of agriculture, and chaiP 
m :m of N ~Dr.l='k:J. ye.uly m~etia :t ex~cative commit .. 
tee. ReceiYed the degree of Doctor of Divinity in 
187 r , from Quincy, HO'iV Chaddock College, Quin .. 
cy, Illinois. 

Originated the "Free\Vill Baptist Quarterly,'' was 
it., business manager for three years, making it a fi· 
n::tncial success, and succeeded Dr. Day as editor, i11 

1856. \Vas author of the Rhode Island Freewill 
Baptist Pulpit, The Support of the Ministry, and 
Memorials of the Free or Free Commnnion Baptists, 
and of numerous review articles, pamphlets, addres· 
s::s, circulars, etc., on literary, educational and de­
nomin:;ltional subjects. 

Has attended ten General Conferences, and been 
a member of seven of them-representing therejn 
:Massachusetts, 11iunesota, \VestYirgini::t (and Ohio,) 
Northern Kansas and Nebraska. 

• 

0. -n. ALDlH~lt. 

\Vas n1arried to Miss Sarah Harn, of Maryland, 
April 25, x8so, and has four living children, three 
daughters and a son-two having died, a son and a 
daughter. 

REV. 0. E. ALDRICH) A. M., was born in Barre) 
Orleans coaaty, New York, in r827. Was converted 
in 1845, baptized by Rev, Warner Beebe, and united 
with the Liverpool, (Ohio,) church. 

He attended the Brooklyn Academy, aud after~ 

\'\'ards studied five years at the old Geattga Seminary, 
where he had for classmates sllch men as Bates, 
Rice, \Voodworth, Ashley and President Garfield. 
lie taught a select school iu Spencer and was also 
principal of Sharon Academy. ~he degree of A. ~r. 

was gi\·en him b~· Granville College. 
He was ordained in January, 1852, and in the 

sa me year married to .Miss Emma A Past. He 
bas been settled as pastur at several points in Ohio, 
Iowa and Kansas. H e says:-'' I have baptized 
probably five hundred, performed six or seYen 
hundred marriage ceremonies and preached more 
than a thousand funeral sern10ns. '' 

Ile has also been prominent in educational mat· 
ters, having been on the public school board for a 
nmnber of years, and served two terms .as county 
superintendent, in Linn county, Iowa. He has also 
tleli,·ered mnuy lectures on educational and other 
subjects. His abilities are of a high order, and his 
speaking more than ordinarily interesting and 

• 
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Just uow, he is tied down to a Kansas 
farm , but is conscious that farming is not his cal­
ling, and is becoming anxious to be out in the field 
agam, 

REV. FRANKLIN P. A uGIF was born October 14, 
Hh8, in Schuyler, New York ; was converted at the 
age of fifteen, in Springville, and united with the 
Freewill Baptists; moVed to Ohio in 1836, and to 
Wisconsin in 1839; was one of the original mem· 
hers of the Honey Creek church, and one of the 
delegates organized into the H oney Creek quarterly 
meeting; was licensed by the quat terly meeting 
in 1843 ; attended school at the Biblical School at 
Whitestown in 1844-5, preaching at outside ap­
pointments most of the time ; afterwards attended 
Hillsdale College three years; preached at Tiverton, 
Rhode Island, eight months in 1845-6, and taught 
school; and returned to Wisconsin in 1846. 

He was ordained in 1847, and became pastor of 
the Honey Creek church for one year, and bas 
since been pastor of the following churches-Rock­
ton and Gilford, Big-foot Prairie, McHenry and 
Libertyville, Homer, Four Mile Grove, Prairie 
Centre, Mendota, Inlet Grove, and Dwight and 
Frankford, in Illinois ; of Girard, Burlington, 
Tekonsha, Todd-town, Cook's Prairie, \Vheatland 
and Pittsford, Frontier, Woodbury, Davison Station, 
Richfield, and Marathon and Columbiaville, in 
Michigan; of Wheatland and Evansville in Wiscon-

Ex-Cizairman Soutlzern Ka11sas Executive Cormnittee. 
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sin; of Wilton, Spencer, and Le Mars, in Iowa; of 
Janesville, Medo and Bufort, Mapleton, Delavan, 
and Elmore and Jo Davis, in Minnesota; and of 
Augusta, Science Valley, West Liberty, Pleasant 
Valley, Ness City, Nevada and McCracken, and 
Holebrook, in Kansas. 

He has conducted meetings aud seen sc.-ores con­
verted, besides doing much mission work ; \\·as 
trustee of Hillsdale College twelve years; bas acted 

• • as clerk of the Wisconsin, Illinois and St. Joseph 
yearly meetings; and of the Western Association, as 
well as of several quarterly meetings ; was married 
in 1S47 to Lavinia L. Bixby, sister of Revs. N. W. 
and L. E. Bixby ; has three sons and two daugh­
ters, graduates of Hillsdale College, and another 
daughter died just before graduation ; and has 
been delegate to four Geueral Conferences. 

He is now pioneering at Sterling, Colorado, 
homesteading etc., near that place. 

REv. JoSEPH ALLEN HALE ·was born in the State 
of Maine, Kennebec county, Noyeml>er 15, I836; 
moyed to Northern Indiana in I837; was married to 
Miss Julia McCann, December II, I861; converted 
the following February ; after the war, moved to 
\Voodson county, Kansas; was one of the charter 
members of the Pleasant Valley Freewill Baptist 
church in 1874 ; was licensed in r876, and ordained 
in March 1883, at a session of the Row Valley 
quarterly meeting ; has preached to his own and 

). 
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adjoining churches ever since ; and has assisted in 
many meeting in which many have been converted. 
He adds :-"But don't claim much myself." 

REv. E. E. HARVEY is the son of a Freewill 
Baptist minister, and was born in Stanstead, Pro­
vince of Quebec, August 18, 1835 ; removed to Ohio 
in 1840 and to Iowa in 1855 ; married to Miss Lucy 
Polley, March 31 ) 1857 ; converted in r866 and 
united with the Bloomfield Centre Freewill Baptist 
church; removed to Kansas in 1872, was licensed 
in 1873, and ordained in 1876, by Revs. R. D. 
Preston, ]. Palmer and I. T. Bradbury. 

H e has been pastor of the Fairview church two 
years, of the Montana five years and supply two 
years; organized the Buffalo Valley church, and 
was its pastor four years; has been pastor of the 
Dry Branch for more than three years altogether, 
and is its pastor now-as well as of the Miller 
church , recently organized by him. H e says :-"I 
never kept any memoranda, and cannot tell how 
man.r conversions or additions.'' 

REv. H. W . MoRSE was born in Kinsman, Ohio, 
January 24, 1822 ; converted when a youug child, 
less than ten years old, was baptized by Ransom 
Dunn at seventeen, and joined the F reewill Baptist 
church; was married to Malvina Pringle, 1Iarch 
30, 1842; they have had :fi,·e children, four of them 
still living and members of the Fostoria church , 

.. 
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with their wives, and five gttnd children ; remoYed 

to Pierpont, Ohio, in 1844. 
In 1855, he removed to Richmond, Ohio, and 

was persuaded to join the " regular" baptist church , 
by which he was licensed in 1859. But he foun d 
that his views on gospel doctrines were not accept­
able to them ; and so he wrote the following letter 

to the church, 
" D EAR BRETHREN.-! now ask you for a letter. from 

your l10norable body. l\fy reasons for leaving you wtll be 
found in the following facts :- . 

r. When I united ·with you, the understandmg was that 
you were not Calvinistic, nor fully Arminiat~. Now. lately, 
your pastor bas satisfied me that I was decetVed. He tells 
us of a contract that was entered into between God, the 
Father, ann God. the Son , prior to the creation of th e world. 
to save all that the Father 1-?:a"e to the Sou, regardless of 
any works on the part of the creature, t.hus virtually n~ak­
ing Jesus Christ responsible for all the smsof .th~ elect. 

2. Next, he declares virtually that Jesus Chns\ ts not now. 
nor ever has been, a Mediator for any but such as he fore-
knew would be saved; . 

3· I n the case of the parable of the four kmds of hearer!':, 
he tells us that hut one kind of them were of the r edeemed. 
the rest of lhem virtually were repr<?bates.. all~ough th<:Y 
r eceived the 1-?:lad tidings of salvat10n \\'"lth . . }OY; . yel. tn 
consequence of their be.ing left ":est~tute of dtvme atd, tl1ey 
could not endure the tnals of th1s ltfe ; 

4· I am informed that ordinations in o~er branc~1es of the 
ch urch militant are not valid with us, wh1ch practtce I can· 

• 

not uphold ; . . _ s. I am informed that you do not gtve letters to dtssenl 
ers, although their christian lives and char~ct.ers are un ­
spotted, which practice is not in accordance Wlth the gospel 
of Christ: . . 

6. I hold that constantly preaching agamst a sentnne.nt, 
such as Arminianism, without letting the. congr~1-?:allo11 

know the meaning of said ism, is a pract.tce um,.,se ancl 
hurtful to the cause: . . 

7. The will of man, I bold, is the root on w~tch hts sal -
vation rests. which sentiment is rejected .by thts ~od~ : 

8. Our salvation is alone in Jesus Chnst, a11d 1t Wlll for-
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c\·er remain there, if wo de not come to Him and receive 
it. H. ,V. MORSE." 

Severing his connection with these baptists, he 
united again with the Pierpoint church, and was 
licensed by the Ashtabula quarterly meeting in r861, 

and was ordained, August 17, r862, and held three 
short pastorates, which he was soon oblige to relin­
quish on account of poor health. He 111oved to Il­
linois in 1864, and in 1870 came to Kanc;as, where 
he has since lived, the pioneer Freewill Baptist 
preacher in that region. He organized the Adams 
l\:ak church, now Fostoria. and tho!:>e at Prairie 
Ridge and Irving and was the leading spirit in or­
ganizing the Blue Valley quarterly meeting. He 
assisted in ordaining within said body seven men, 

among them Joseph Bates, W. H. Northntp, James 
\Vylie, and B. F . Morrill. ~"as pastor of the 
Adams Peak, or Fostoria, church tor ten years, and 
has baptized sixty or more since be came to Kansas. 
He also assisted in organizing five churches and one 
quarterly meeting before he left Ohio. 

With the true apostolic spirit, he says :-''I ha\·e 
become very nearly superannuated, but it is hard to 
keep still.'' 

REv. H. S. OTIS, was born in Chesterville, Ohio, 
April 1 , I 833. Removed to \Vethersville, Illinois, in 

r843. Was converted, January, 1850, and joined 
the close communion baptist church. Remained a 
member of that church twenty-one years. 

• 
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He says: "I must have been a zealous member, as 

the following incident will proye. \Ve had a dear 
brother by the name of Booth, who came from Eng­
land. and of course brought with him free coni­
munion views ; and, not knowing our \'iews, he 
communed with the Methodists. It was like throw­
ing a rattle snake into a cage of monkeys. The 
church bad to have a called meeting. V.le took 
'gospel steps.' I was sent to talk with him on the 
subject of his great sin, and to notify him that, iuas­
much as the offense was public, there must be a 
public confession. He demanded the scriptures, and 
I undertook the old 'gospel order,' but he had bee:u 
too long with Robert Hall and Spurgeon for me, and 
I had to give him up. He came to the meeting and 
wanted to be shown his error; but the church, 
preacher and all, failed, and we turned him out.'' 

Brother Otis was licensed by the close Baptists, 

April 16, 1865, and ordained by them in January, 
1868. He left that body and joined the Free:: 

Baptists, at Liberty, Iowa, No\·ember 21, 1869, 

Like Paul, he doesn't enter upon other men's labors, 
but has been pastor of sixteen churches, ha\'ing or­
ranized all but two of them, and bas baptized up­
wards of three hundred. He is doing a goccl wo1 k 
in southern Kansas, but nothing like so good as I.e 
"·ould, if the brethren would loose his hands by a 

better support. 

REV. J os;EPH E. RoDGERS was born in IllinoisJ 
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May 25, 1852; married in Kansas, September 17, 
I 874; was conyerted in December, 1873 ; licensed 
in 1883, and ordained in r884. He bas been much 
engaged in sabbath school work, in which he bas 
had marked success. 

REv. J. H. SMITH was hom, May, 1834, in St. 

Clair county, Illinois; was converted in December 

I 856 ; joined the close baptist church ; moved to 
Nebraska in 1858 and there united with the Metho­
dists; returned to Illinois in I 868, and then found 
an abiding home with the Free Baptists. He was 
both licensed and ordained in r86g. 

Since that time, he has preached to l\1t. Zion, 
Fairview, New Hope, Ebenezer, AutiochJ Grand 
Prairie, and Elkton churches in Lebanon quarterly 
meeting in Illinois; and, since his removal to Kan­
sas, he has been for a time pastor of the Augusta 
church, where he liYes, but is at present supporting 
his family by his own hands-as he should not be 
allo·wed to do. 

REv. J. W. STRAWN was born in Hawkius county, 
East Tennesee, July 24, 1824 : was marded in l\1 ur­
ray county, Georgia, Febntary 4, 1847. Losing his 
wife, he married a second one in Elk county, 
Kansas, January 31, I8i8; was con-verted in 1849, 
licensed in 1878, and was ordained in 1884. He 
is afflicted with lung troubles and catarrh, but still 
does much effective service. 

A . M. TOTMAN· 

REV. A.M. ToTMAN was born in Freetown, New 
York . was converted at eight years, through efforts 
of firs~ Sabbath school teacher, publicly professed 

1
. . t 16 and united with the Pharsalia church; re tglOn a , . 

felt called to preach, but put it off for the .ttme ; 
was married in his twenty-first year, to Mtss P. 
}annette Newton ; enlisted in the .war in r862. and 
discharged iu r863; was licensed In 1864; was or-

dained, October 3, x866. 
He was pastor of the Pharsalia church about three 

1 . ht's father and father-in-law as deacons. years, 1avmg ' 
He then became pastor of the Norwich churc~, 
where he labored four years, having frequent addi­

tions. During this period, he held a m~e:iug at 
Holmesville, resulting in about sixty addttlons to 
the church, thirty-nine of them by baptism ; moYed 
to Illinois in 1873 ~nd took the pastoral charge of 
the Liberty church, which continued four years.; 
held meetings at Mineral, iu which a whole theatn­
cal troupe, save one, were c-onverted, aud ab'out 
sixty added to the church, nearly all being baptized, 
and he soon after took the pastorate of the church. 

and remained there two years. 
In I879· be removed to Aurora, Nebraska, an(\ 

organized a Freewill Baptist church there and 

preached to it nearly two years; moved ~o Long 
Pine in I883, aud in February, 1884, organtzed tl:e 
Long Pine church ; since that time bas helped 111 

the organization of four churches, two quart~rly 
meetings and the Northern Nebraska yearly meetl:1g; 

• 
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at present, he is pastor of the Star church, in Holt 
county, notwithstanding the distance and expense. 

REv. S.nruEL F. S:\IITH was born at Martinsburg, 
Lewis county, New York, in 1820; was converted 
at nineteen, at Cherry Valley, Ohio, under the la­
bors of Raasom Dunn; was baptized by a close 
baptist minister and united with that chnrch ; upon 
the organization of a Freewill Baptist church there, 
he united with it; and was given a church license. 

He commenced study,~first in a select school un­
der the charge of Rev. D. M. L. Rollin, then studied 
under Rev. Daniel Brauch and wife, first at Farring­
ton and afterwards at Geauga Seminary; was 
licensed by the quarterly meeting, in August. 1843, 

<111d preached in Pierpoint, .Millford, \Villiamsfield. 
Cherry Valley and Vernon; was ordained, July 4, 
18.g, by Revs. F. \V. Straight, D. R. Bartlett. 
Ew;ebias ~I. Dodge and ]. Fowler; attended the 
Biblical School, at Whitestown, a part of 1844 and 
1845 ; then returned to Ohio, and became pastor at 
~fecca, Cheny Valley [lUd \Villamsficld. 

lie ·was married, I\1ay 24, 1847, to Miss Mary 
] aue Parks, by whom he had one child, a boy, now 
dead ; soon after moved to Fayette, Wiscou~iu, 
where he preached and organized a church, in con­
nection with Rev. K. R . Davis, and another, in 
connection with Rtv. N. \Voodwortb, at \Vayne, 
\vhere he baptized sixteen ; went to \VilJow Springs, 
Illinois, and while there had a revival at Caledonia, 

I 
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where some thirty were converted, and a church ot 
about the same number organized; became pastor at 
Elgin, where he stayed three years, baptizing thirty 
and securing many additions ; while there, held a 
protracted meeting at McHenry, ~fty were converted 
and a church of forty-two organized. 

Then, in connection with Prof. Dunn and son, 
labored in a revival at Racine, Wisconsin, and or­
ganized a church of twenty-eight, where he re­
mained as pastor two years, leaving the church 
numbering sixty-two, twenty-six of whom he bap­
tized ; went to Libertyville, Illinois, staying four 
years, organizing meanwhile a church of thirty 
members at Diamond Lake, and another at Half 
Day of twenty-seven members; thence to Fair­
water, Wisconsin, staying seven years, sixty-nine 
baptisms, holding also a meeting at Vineland, 
where there were some seventy-four conversions; 
tken four years in the City of Berlin, reviving a 
declining church, leaving them numbering forty­
two ; thence to Fairbury, Illinois, one year; and 
from there to Postville, Iowa, remaining :five yearst 
baptizing quite a goodly number. 

He then caught the western fever, and, with 
several of his members, moved near Fairbury, Ne­
braska and bought a considerable quantity of land. , 
Here he slaved on the farm most of the week and 
hurried off like a hero, to preach somewhere on • 
Sunday, organizing churches where he lived, at 
Albia, (now Dry Branch,) and Marshall, gathering 

• 
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together the old Jefferson quarterly meetiug, and 
assisting in organizing the Southen1 Nebraska and 
Northern Kansas yearly·meeting-stayiug here 
tmtil 1884, when he sold out and moved to Long 
Pi11e, s~cured more land and is now the efficient 
pastor of the church there, helping also in 
quarterly and t>l:ber m~etings in that part of the 
state. Soon aftet settling here, he made a donatiotl 
of Teu Tho11sand Dollars to endow a Professorship 
of Theology in Hillsdale College-thus determining 
to do good also after he is dead. 

REv. L. A, EDWARDS was born ill Adams county, 
Illinois, Decemcer r r, r842. Attended the Metho· 
dist Iustitute, Adams, Illinois, for a year and a half. 
Then enlisted iu the third Kansas regiment, and 
serTed in the army nearly three r.nd a half years. 
\\?as married to :Miss Nancy J. Fedrick. April 27, 
I8fi5. Was cou\·erted in r867, baptized by Re\·. 
John R Rowe, at1d united with tl1e d1t1rch iu 

Greenwood, Kansas, in May, r868. \Vas licen~ed 

in r88o aud ordaiuecl in August, r8S4, at Pleasant 
Valley, Kansas. He says he bas "preached in some 
t\venty-three revivals, baptized about bYcaty, and 
solemnized twelYe marriages for the last year." At 
present, he is partly laid aside by a throat trouble. 

• 

REv. J. L. ELLIOTT, ::\I. n., was born in west­
ern New York, and is now about sixty; was con­
verted in early life, joined the 11ethodists, and be-

0. lt. D.\.J!FR . ~ ... 
--t-1 

C·ame a loc~ll preacher among them;st udied medicine 
and practiced sttccessfully; after the war, weut south. 
but:, after a time, sold out there and came to Nebras· 

ka, ~ettling at Red Cloud. 
Here he became acquainted with the Re,·. Jyes 

}.larks, joined the Free\Vill Baptists, and was ordain­
ed by Marks and others, preaching, however, for a 
ti111e for the Congregationalists at Superior; after 
that. preached for the Freewill Baptist church at 
Oak Creek, over the line in Kansas, also:pteacbing 
tmd oro-anizi11~ a church at Batin, soon after organi-

o " 
zing the Batiu quarterly meeting. He has now mo-
ved into kansas, a few miles south of Red Cloud, 
"·here he has organized another church. He was 
one of the first executiYe committee of the Kcbraska 
yearly tneetiuQ'. He suffers much from ill health. 

REv. Osc.\R lt BAKER was not a participant in 
the "Four Years" experience, save as an outside 
friend. But haYit·g identified himself with us, the 
brethren 'vill be glad to know something of his life. 

He was born in Marion1 Ohio, January g, r826, 

the son of Rev. George \V. Baker, a11 old Ohio 
Freewill Baptist pioneer; was converted at the age 
of tweh·e, the result of meditation on the then 
tnuch-talked-of second coming of Christ, was bap­
tized by his father, and united with the Liberty 
church, Ohio; was licensed in his eighteenth year; 
at eighteen took charge of four churches, having 
reYi ,·als with them ; was ordained the May after he 

• 
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was nineteen ; married October, 1849, to Miss Jane 
A. Powell, who died 1858, leaving a son and daugh­
ter, both now dead--dying in Christian triumph ; 
was married again, in 186o, to Mrs. Augusta Du­
rant Wilson, by whom he has a daughter. 

He has preached at several points, mainly at 
Maineville, Cheshire and Marion, Ohio; at Wilton 
and Waterloo, Iowa, at the tonner place also con­
ducting a Seminary and College; at Providence, 
Rhode Island ; and is now pastor at Lincoln, Ne­
braska. From the age of eighteen, he has not been 
without a pastoral charge; but has meanwhile done 
not a little evangelistic work, God giving large suc­
cess, both as pastor and evangelist. Very many 
have been converted unoer his labors, and every 
church has grown strong under his pastorate. 

Vlant of means and pressing work prevented him 
from pursuing a course of study in the schools. 
But, by close application, beginning early, with a 
purpose, and with the aid of private teachers, he 
has completed an elective college and theological 
course; so that, educationally, as well as in ability, 
he suffers no disadvantage among the foremost di­
vines of the times. For many years, also, he has 
been connected with some of our denominational 
boards, and is now corresponding secretary of our 
home mission board, and president of the corpora­
tion of our printing establishment, having a wide 
and favorable acquaintance. east and west, with the 
leading men of our people. 

• - . 
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CHAPTER XXIX. .. 

.\DDEXD.A. 

In the autumn of r8R6, the brethren at Long 
Brnnch reso)Yed to arise tul(l build them a house of 

\vorship. The enterprise at 1.-incoln was absorbing 
all of both our means and energies, so that little 
could be clone for them outside their own bounds. 
But they pluckily proceeded, without so much as ask­
ing any assistance-even contributing something for 
other interests-and built a very neat and commodi­
ous house, finely finished and nicely fun1ished, to 
the turn of the key, and footing the whole bills 
promptly. It was a most commendable example of 
christian enterprise. such as is not met with every 

day. 
The only drawback seemed to be, that, in the 

wonderful reviYal that followed, the house, though 
a large one, was not large enough to accommodate 

the crowds that flocked to it from all the country 
roundabout. Even in ordinary times, it is unusual­
ly well filled with a permanent and unusually intel­

ligl:!ut congregation. The church, also, has proved 
to possess an amount of christian gifts and graces 
that enabled it to endure a terrible ordeal of trial, 

IS 
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such as seldom comes to any people, without division 
or alienation; so that they continue right on with 
their lines of christian work, without entanglement 
or diminution. It is perhaps the strongest church 

in the yearly meeting. 

REv. JosEPH PARKYN, of Homer\'illc, Gosper 
county, sends some memorand~ concerning his life. 
He was born 1812, in England, and was converted 
at the age of six years, and joined the Methodi:;;ts, 
by whom he was licensed in I 828 ; came to this 

country in 183 I, and was married to Miss Rebecca 
Lake, in New Jersey, in 1835; wasorcb.ine<l among 
the Methodists-deacon in 1834 and elder in 1837 ; 
joined the Freewill Baptists at Ellington, New York, 
in 1841 ; was the successful pastor for some years in 
southern New York of churches at Ashford, Otoe, 
Java, Napoli, and Little Valley ; removed to \Vis­
cousin in 1854, and preached at Hart's Prairie, 
Wayne, Oakland, Rome, Bradford and Johnstown ; 
came to Nebraska in 1885, since which time, he has 
preached at Homerville and vicinity, as health and 
circumstances permitted ; has attended the last two 
sessions of the Nebraska yearly meeting, much to 
the satisfaction of the brethen ; has kept no account, 

but thinks he has baptised some two hundred and 

married about as many. 

REv. K. R. DAvrs lives at Salem, Nebraska, has 
been for ruany years a prominent man among our 

G. W. 'l'HOl\IPSON, 253 

people, east and west, and has been instrumental in 
doing much good, but we have failed to get the 
specific data of his life. He is very tenacious of 
the old name of Freewill Baptists, greatly regret­
ting tbe present more or less common dropping of 
the "will." He lives at Salem, Nebraska, well ad­
vanced in years, but frequently visits quarterly and 

other general meetings. 

REv. GEORGB W. TnOMPSON was born in Lafay­
ette couuty, Wisconsin, in 1876 ;* entered the army 
in 1862, and was married to Miss Phrebe A. Ford 
in 1865 ; subsequently moved to northern Kansas 
am1 was converted and joined the close baptist 
church, 1874; becoming acquainted with the Free­
will Baptists, through Rev. Ives Marks, he joined 
them and was ordained by Revs. Ives and William 

Marks, January 1, 1878; after preaching for a while 
in that vicinity. be moved to northern Nebraska, 
near Clearwater. where he bas since resided, and has 
been largely instnm1cntal in raising up and sustain­
ing the Clearwater quarterly meeting, having offici­
ated at the organization of five churches, and as­
sisted in the ordination of several preachers-among 
them John Morrow and F. A. Florer; has enjoyed 
very little advantages of the schools, but is most 
devoted and self-sacrifizing, and has been abundant-

• 
ly blessed in saving souls. 

*"'e giYe thi!s as gh·en us, but it evidently is a mistake-more likely 

it should be 1S46. 
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EASTERN DONATIONS . 

The following are the eastern donations received 
for the 11 

I go and 9 fund,'' viz.-
Mrs. J, R. Batchelder, St. Johnsbury, Vermont $r oo 

" J. W. Burgin, Starksboro, " I oo 
" S . B. Davis, Lyndonville, " I oo 
'' S. Bradley, '' I oo 

Miss L. Dutton, " " I oo 
M. J. Bryant. " " I ·oo 

Mrs T. P. Eaton, Corinth, " I oo 
Mrs. S. Bisbee and husband, Sumner, Ma ine 2 oo 
Rev F . E. Briggs, Lebanon, ., I oo 
Mrs S. J . Royal , Lewis ton, '' I oo 

" " F. ," North Leeds, " I oo 
" " E . C .. '' W eeks Mills, " 2 oo 

" A Friend," Lewiston, " I oo 
Mrs E V. Merrill, Portland , '' I oo 

" V. G. Ramsey, Korth Benvick, '' I oo 
'' L. A. Parks, Mechanic F<tlls, " I oo 
" M. R. \Vade, Dover, " 1 oo 
" M G. Osgood, Spring-·dlle, " 1 oo 
11 J. Chatto, East Surrey, " I oo 
" C. H ardy, Elsworth, " I oo 
" T. A. Lewis, Lynn. '' I oo 
" J. H. Howe. Lewiston, " 1 oo 
" M. W. Littlefield, " I oo 
" T. Spooner, Farmington, " r oo 
" L. B. Savage, New Portland, " r oo 

Dr. 0. B. Cheney, Lewiston , " 1 oo 
Prof J ohu Full on ton, " " I oo 
Rev Thomas Spooner, Farmington , " 1 oo 

" J. J. Hall, Auburn. " 1 oo 
'I J. ~I. Lowden , Portland , " I oo 
'

1 II. J. White, Bath, " I oo 
11 E. N. Fernald, Lewiston, " r oo 
'' C. E. Blake, Oakland, '' I oo 

Vina Coombs, ::VI iss. Soc' y " " 7 oo 
Friend in Acton, '' 2 oo 

EASTERN DONATIONS. 255 

Mrs C. A. Bickford, Dover, New Hampshire, I oo 
Miss L. A. De Merritte, '' '' I oo 

'' Sarah A. Perkins '' 
" Mary E . Willey, " 
" L. E. Vickery, " 
" S. M. Littlefield, " 
'' Helen M. Hill, " 

Mrs L. V. Jordon, " 
" Fanny Vaughn " 

Re~: G. C. Waterman. " 
'' C. A. Bickford, '' 
" I. D. Stewart, '' 

E. B. Chamberlin, ' ' 
W. M. Courser. " 

Rev Silas Curtis, Concord 
Dea S. J ames, Great Falls, 

] C Lothrop, Great Falls, 
Rev F. H. Peckham. Great Falls, 

Noah L. Hill, Great Falls, 
~Irs S. James. Great Falb 
ReY.]. S. Neal, Strafford, 

' ' 
' ' 
' , 
, 
, 
, 
l I 

, 
, l 

' ' 
I l 

) ' 
' , 
II 

" 
, 
I ' 

" 
' ' , Mrs. A. G. Reed, Strafford Comer, 

' T. Stevens, Pike, 
' J. A. Edmunds, Gassville, " 

Hden Murphy, Concord, ,. 
One of the Little Ones. Great Falls " 
L. C. Smith & Sr. Centre Sandwich " 
13. J. Cole and wife, Lake Village, " 

Mrs C. 0. Libbey, Candia, " 
" A. M. Watson , Rochester Villiage " 
------, Manchester. ,. 

Dr. 0. R. Bachelor, New Hampton, '' 
Rev. J. D. Rich , Candia, '' 

Lorenzo Hart, Candia, " 
Gordon Bean , Candia, '' 

H 
,, 

Rev A. L. Morey, amp ton, 
Miss Mary B. Hunt, Danville, 
.;'\lrs. S . S . Marsh , Clymer, 

Contributions, Danville, 

) . 
, 

I 00 

I 00 

I 00 

25 
I 00 
I 00 

1 00 

I 00 

I 00 
I 00 

I 00 
I 00 

I 00 

1 00 

1 00 

I 00 

I 00 

I 00 

I 00 
I 00 

I 00 
I 00 

2 so 
200 
200 

IO 00 

I 00 

I 00 
200 
I 00 

I 00 

1 00 

I 00 

1 00 
I 00 

I 00 

25 00 
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Mrs. E. 0. Tryon, Sommerville, Massachusetts, 2 00 
One of the rgo and 9, Manchester " 2 00 

Dea M. W. Dow, Lawrence, " I 00 
H. A. Ainsworth, Varysburg, New York I oo 

Mrs. M.A. Salmon, Lowville 11 

II A s , · . Humphrey, Harrisburg '' 
Mr H ann an Kelsey, ,, ' , , 

Mrs. Polly Humphrey Lowville, " 
., George Galloway' '' '' 
11 

B. F. Brown, - ' Philadelphia " 
11 Collins Rouse, " ' 11 

"rhrough Brother Knapp, , • 
Woman '~ Miss, Soc., Poland, " 
E. Newell, Putnam, " 

Mrs .M C. Richardson, I-Iarrisbury, Pem1a, 
A. C. Stamm, '' •' 

Mrs Asa Shepherd, South Ridge Ohio 
" Almon Ring, '' ' 11 

'' J osa Smith, '' ', 
'' 11. R. Rose, Fairgroye ~,Iichigan 

Miss Lottie E. Bartlett '' ' ,, 

I 00 

I 00 

I 00 
I 00 
I 00 

I 00 
I 00 

I O 00 
I 00 
1 00 
2 00 
I 00 
200 

' Mrs. M. A. Hubbard McHenry .:> 00 
" Emily A. Praul,' Bushnell ' 11 

Illinois 

I O'J 

I 00 

I 00 

I 00 

w 11\' I 500 
oman, s 1\~tss. Soc., Lagrange, Indiana ro oo 

\Voman s~1ts.s. Cedar Valley Q.l\1. Iowa 4 25 
M,~s S. C. Hate~, Hiawatha, Kansas r oo 

, Lucy I;· ~111 & Sr , Blue Rapids, " r oo 
" ]. R. Curner, Kenesaw, Nebraska I oo 

11. Stone, Belmont, " r 00 
'.' A. A. Taylor, Long Branch, ; ' I oo 

Mtss Annette Buck, Harvard, '' I 00 
Pres N. C. Bmckctt, Harpers Ferry, \:Vesl Va I oo 
Mrs H. E. McFevren, Pitkin Colorado I oo 

II L A I~ I · · !.:muons, San Eraucisco California I oo 
'' L. B. Cobb, Colman, ' Dakota I oo 

Rev ]. H. \Valrath, Waupun, \Visconsin I oo 

Total $I99 84 -
Paid W. H. Edger $200 oo 

FOUR YEARS OF COOPERATION. 2S7 

CORTLAND FUND-APTFRWARDS LINCOLN· 

Mrs J. A. Lowell, Danville, New Hampshire S oo 
Willing Workers, " 

11 
10 oo 

Miss L. A. De Merritte, Dover. " 5 00 
U , Enders, Goodrich, Maine 2 oo 

Mrs Hannah Hobson. Steep Falls, '' S oo 
Steep Falls Auxiliary, " 4 oo 

1 II soo JV1rs Oli\'er Butler, Che sea, 
" Abel Chandler, Weeks Mills, " S oo 
" E. B. Page, Atkinson, " S oo 
" M. R. Wade, Dover, II s 00 

'' E. H. Butts, Portland , '' 5 oo 
Auxilliary, South Parso~sville, '' S oo 

JVliss S. S. Blaisdell, Watervtlle. " 5 oo 
• II 

Mrs S. J. Royal, Lewtston, 
" Mary B. Hayes. Stafford, Vermont 

I 00 

200 

so '' Cordelia Lane, '' '' 
', E. 0. Tryon, Sommervile, Massachuset~ 3 oo 

B. H. Steevens, Canto~. Penns~}vama S oo 
C. C. Richardson , Harr1sburg, 2 oo 

J\!rs Jennie K. Warren, East Gaines, New York S oo 
" S. Aldrich, Buffalo, " S oo 

Auxilliary. Fair GroYe, " S oo 
Friend of Cause, Hillsdale, " 2 oo 

Mrs M. A. Hibbard McHenry, Illinois 
Woman's Miss. Soc. , Wilton, Iowa 
C. E. Leavitt, Blue Rapids, Kan_sas 

Mrs Abel Chadwick, Weeks M~lls, _Mame 
Rev F. P. Augir, Blue Earth Ctty, Mm?es?ta 

10 00 

5 00 

I 00 

I 00 

s 00 

s 00 J. S. Palmer, Prairie Centre. Illinms 
"L.," Campbell, Massac?-usetts 

Mrs Rispab Tower, Rei, Ind~an~, 
200 

s 00 

'' Friend,'' Prophetstown, Illmms 
Jesse Brockway, Utica. N~br~ska 
:Melvinia M. Homer, Romeo, Mtchtgan 
Parent Woman's Mission Society. 

s 00 

s 00 

2 00 

so 00 

Paid Cortland Interest 
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FOR KE~ ESA W. 
Mrs A. G. Newman, \Vells, Maine 50 

F. Curtis, Portland, '' 5 oo 
Friend, Candia, New Hmu psh1re 5 oo 
A. M. Wade, Lawrence, Mas::;achuselts 10 oo 
W. \V. Colby, " " 3 oo 
B. H. SteeYeus, Canton. Pennsyh·auia. 5 oo 
Parent Home Mission Board, 200 oo 

$233 00 
Paid Kenesaw In lcr~:-;l $233 50 

FOR BRO. KNAPP. 
Coutrihntious, East Grauvilk, Pt:lllW. 

" " \Vest Gm.twille, •· 
'if.3 ou 
li uo 

'· Dale, N ~:w V ork 8 7+ 
$22 7 1 
$22 7-t Paid G. Vv. Knapp 

FOR. AURORA PARSO~AGl£. 
B. H. Steeveus, Canton, Penuslyvauia 

Mrs Rispah Tower, Rei, Indiana 
" Emily Praul. Friend, Nebraska 

Yet on ltaud, 
FOR AUKORA CHUKCII. 

B. H. Stee,·ens, Canton, Pennsylvania 
Paid Aurora Interesl 

FOR .l{EY.NOLDS CHURCH. 
Parent Home Mission Board, 

Paid Reynolds lnleresl 

FOR LIN...:OLN CHURCH. 

0. E. Baker, Providence, Rhode Island 
A. M. Richardsou, Cowlesville, N. Y. 
Purcut Home l\1issiou 
G. W. Sissom; collections, 

l~OR GENERAL PURPOSJ~S . 

Parent Home Mission Board 
Mrs Maria Stone, South Poultney, N.Y. 

• 

$12 00 

+ 75 
500 

$2r 75 

$200 00 

$200 00 

I2 00 

12 00 
282 00 

9+ 09 
$300 09 

$318 00 

300 
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