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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tae following Letters were written in
reply to a communication from Miss E.
N., a2 member of the Baptist Church in
Winthrop. They were written without a
design for publication, but are submitted
in compliance with the request of 'the
Church, and the earnest solicitation of
several Ministering Brethren.
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RECOMMENDATIONS.

Boston, March 29, 1830.
Having read a part of the “ Friendly Letters to a
Lady,” with some care, I am disposed to think very
favourably of the little book, as judicious, and char-
acterized with deep gospel piety, and well adapted

to establish the Christian in.sound sentiments and

correct practice. I may express the hope that this
book will be extensively read, and that it will prove
one means of promoting the cause of genuine piety,
and the good order of the church of our Lord Jesus

Christ.
C. P. GROSVENOR.

Boston, April 1, 1830.

I have read the ¢ Friendly Letters to a Lady,”
written by the Rev. Mr. Butler. It is, I think, gen-
erally undesirable that books be introduced by « let-
ters of commendation,” which are, I suspect, some-
times regarded as substitutes for intrinsick merit,
rather than as evidences of unusual worth. This
little book, certainly, does not need such an intro-
duction. But if my opinion can aid its circulation,
I may confidently say, that it is written in a neat
style; the temper which pervades it is affectionate
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vi RECOMMENDATIONS.

and faithful ; and the statements of religious truth
are discreet and scriptural. That it may be useful
in confirming the faith of Christians, and reclaiming

sinners from the error of their ways, is my sincere
prayer.

JAMES D. KNOWLES.

From the knowledge I have of the judicious and
experienced author of these Letters, and an atten-
tive perusal of the few pages which have been sub-
mitted to my inspection, I think the production will
prove highly interesting and useful.

HOWARD MALCOM.



CONTENTS.

LETTER 1.
On being egtablished in the Faith,
LETTER II
Depravity of the Heart considered, .

LETTER IIIL
Thoughts on Regeneration,

LETTER 1V.

Regeneration is an Instantaneous Lhange, and

not a Progressive Work,

LETTER V.

Regeneration a Work of the Holy Spirit, .

LETTER VI
Of Agency in Regeneration,

LETTER VII.
The Divine Purpose,

LETTER VIII.

Of Election, e s S
LETTER IX.

Objections to Election considered,
LETTER X.

Page 5

12

21

26

33

43

53

63

70

On falling from Grace, and on Justification, . 85







FRIENDLY LETTERS

» To a FLavp.

LETTER I

ON BEING ®STABLISHED IN THE FAITH.

+  Decar Sister,

You may, perhaps, feel
grateful, that, concerning your faith or
practice in religion, you are accountable
to no human tribunal. This I grant, but
it is important that you should feel.your

- accountability to Curist, the Head of the
Church.

As it respects your covenant obliga-
tions, you are hound by them, no further,
than they are in accordance with divine
truth. It is of great moment, however,
to you, and to the cause of Gody that you
should not renounce the truth, nor make

B
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light of any covenant engagements which
are according to it. From your letter,
addressed to the church, it appears, that
on removing from this place to M. you
have formed acquaintance with a people,
whose religious sentiments are very differ-
ent from those which you professed to be-
lieve, when you were with us. Speaking
of them, you say, “Within a few months,
God has been pouring out his Spirit among
this people.” And you seem to think
that what they believe is truth, or the
Lord would not bless them. But does he
not bless those also, who believe the doc-
trines which you have lately renounced ?
This circumstance therefore proves noth-
ing. The fact is, our gracious Lord ¢ deals
not with us after our sins, nor rewards us
according to our iniquities.” 1f God should
withhold his favour from his people, till
they were free from error, who then could
expect his blessing? You speak of the
abundant goodness of God to your soul,
since you have been with that people, and
on this account, seem to think, that you
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have now found that ¢ liberty wherewith
Chbrist maketh his people free.” But
why should this confirm you that - their
sentiments are truth? Did you not ex-
perience the ‘ goodness of God to your
soul,” in years past, when you were with
those who believed what you now re-
nounce—when you wept and sighed and
prayed with them—when infinite mercy
opened the prison door, struck off your
fetters, and led you forth into the light of
life—when your voice mingled with theirs
in praise to Jesus for his unmerited pity
and love? Did you not experience the
goodness of God, when you were baptiz-
ed in the name of the sacred Trinity, and
joined yourself to them in church rela-
tion? And have you not experienced the
presence of Jesus at his table, when with
them you commemorated his dying love ?
Or were all these interesting scenes delu-
sions ? And if so, what better ev1dence
have you, that your later joys are not: desl,u-_
sions also ?

In the course of a few years, Providence
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may place you among a different denom-
ination of Christians from that which you
have lately embraced, and if there should
be a revival among them, and you should
“ share in the gracious blessing,” and * feel
a fellowship for them as Christians,” you
might be as much induced to remove your
relation to that denomination, as you have
been to unite with the denomination
you now fellowship. It is of great im-
portance to have the heart .established
with grace. Flattery is a powerful snare,
whether it be self-flattery, or that of pro-
fessed friends, and our minds may be pre-
pared for delusions, by emotions which we
little suspect. In the height of a religious
excitement, every thing becomes interest-
ing, and there is much to animate the pious
heart. Many are daily coming forward,
and expressing either a concern for their
souls, or a joyful hope of salvation. Such
was the religious state of things in this
place, a few years since. But such sea-
sons are usually short, and followed by a
time of trial. Many, who had been re~




TO A LADY. 9

" strained by the powerful displays of divine
grace, soon become bold and decided in
_expressing their opposition to religion.
Numbers, whose minds, though not re-
newed, had been enlightened to see their
danger, turn again to folly ; many who
professed to have experienced the great
salvation, turn away and walk no more
with the saints ; and others are carried in
different directions by the various *“ winds
- of doctrine” which assail them. But it
is then that the true disciples of Christ
should give evidence of the sincerity of
their profession. I am persuaded that,
in a few years, the events which you
have lately witnessed, and participated in,
will be regarded by you, with very differ-
ent emotions from what you have hitherto
realized. Cherishing a hope that you are
~ a redeemed child of God, I do trust that
~ he will yet teach you the doctrine of his
_~ word, and show you wherein you have
~ erred; for ¢ the meek will he teach his _
" way, the meek will he guide in judg-
~ ment.”

B*
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I must request you to peruse the fol-
lowing letters a second time, and I do
hope you will read them with care, and
with a desire to be led into the truth as it
isin Jesus. And I do earnestly request
you, and in this I cannot be denied, that,
before you enter on the second letter, you
will retire, where none but the eternal
God, the Author of all truth, the Searcher
of all hearts, the Judge of quick and dead,
can witness your devotions. There spread
your case before Him, and O'! do it with a
contrite spirit. Entreat him to show you
his truth, and your duty. Pray for a heart
to believe and rejoice in the doetrine of
the Bible, whatever you may find that
doctrine to be. There is no interest,
worthy of serving, which can be promoted
by religious error. Let us consider that
we must socn stand before the judgment
seat of Christ, and that

¢ Nothing but truth before his throne
With honour can appear.”

i
:

3
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‘ That you may be then found at the
right hand of the Judge, clothed with the
garment of salvation, crowned with unfad-
ing glory, and receive from the lips of the
adorable Saviour, that transporting invita-
tion, “ Come, ye blessed of my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from.
the foundation of the world,” is, my dear
Sister, the prayer of your -

Affectionate Pastor.

o
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LETTER IIL

DEPRAVITY OF THE HEART CONSIDERED.

Dear Sister,

I would first invite you to
reflect on the disposition of the heart in
man, prior to regeneration. The declara-
tion of our Lord, John v. 42, will direct
us. “I know you, that you have not the
love of God in you.” See also Rom. viii.7.
“The carnal mind is enmity against God, it
is not subject to the law of God, neither in-
deed can be.” We shall readily admit

that these passages are descriptive of the

unregenerated heart. In this state of
mind, man perceives no beauty in holiness,
he derives no pleasure from spiritual things,
but is opposed to holiness, and to the
means of promoting it. That temper of

heart, and ceurse of life which God ab-

hors, is the element in which he de’]_ighfs.

o asiae. P Sedmigeanie o
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Those affections of heart, and services
which God, and all haly beings approve,
he hates. This disposition in man is what
we mean by depravity.

A little before the flood, the Most High
declared that all flesh had corrupted their
way before him, Gen. vi. 5. ¢ And God
saw that the wickedness of man was great
in the earth, and that every imagination of
the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually.”  David, nearly fifteen hun-
dred years after this, in giving a descrip-
tion of the unrenewed heart, affirmed,
“They are all gone aside, they are all to-
gether become filthy, there is none that
doeth good, no, not one.” And further,
that the language of the heart is, ¢ No
God.” Psalm xiv. More than a thou-
sand years after David recorded the above,
St. Paul, directed by the same Spirit of
inspiration, describes the disposition of un-
renewed sinners, in the same language.

~ Rom. iii. 9—18. Among other declara-

tions contained in this portion of scripture
are the following : ¢ There is none right-
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eous, no, not one. There is none that
understandeth, there is none that seeketh
after God. There is no fear of God be-
fore their eyes.” Hence it appears, that
this description is not peculiar to any par-
ticular nation or generation of men, but is
of universal application. The same apos-
tle, in writing to his Ephesian brethren,
reminded them, that before they were re-
newed, they “ walked according to the
course of this world, according to the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit
that now worketh in the children of disobe-
dience.” Thisdisposition of heart he term-
ed, being ‘ dead in trespasses and sins :”
Eph.ii. 1, 2, and this is what we mean by
total depravity.

It is true, that man, previous to regen-
eration, is the subject of many amiable af-
fections, although the heart is, in the scrip-
tures, represented as being ¢ deceitful
above all things and desperately wicked.”
Now, in order to reconcile these seeming
contradictions, we should not deny the
doctrine of total depravity, but observe

B




TO A LADY. 5

the different relations we sustain. We are
members of civil society, and all civil and
domestic virtues have respect to the obli-
gations which this connexion confers, In
this capacity, our motives are not called
in question, and acts of justice and benevo-
lence are rightly esteemed praiseworthy.
But it should be also observed, we stand
in an important relation to God ; we are
the subjects of his moral government, which
claims authority over the heart; and a
man may be a respected citizen, carefully
observing the laws of a well regulated state
of society, and sustain all the domestic
relations with much affection and tender-
ness, though he is destitute of love to God,
and an affectionate regard to his authority.
Here the seeming contradiction isremoved,
and facts, observed in society, brought to
harmonize with the scriptures.
You appear to have mistaken the decis-
. ions and remonstrances of natural consei-
~ ence, for the grace of God. This is an
error, which, 1 believe, has ensnared many
of the dear people of God. Does not our
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experience teach us, that the hearts, and

consciences of unrenewed men are atvari-
ance. Previous to that change which has
laid a foundation for our hope of salvation,
did we not often feel our hearts inclined
to gratifications, which we knew were dis-
pleasing to God, and forbidden in his
word ? Conscience seldom fails to re-
prove such iniquity. St. Paul marks a
wide difference between knowledge, and
the grace of God. He admits that a man
may have all knowledge, and yet be as
sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal.

It is evident also, that many of the truly
pious, do not distinguish holy exercises
from those which are merely the exercises
of an awakened mind, which is yet unre-
newed. A man may be much enlight-
ened, and greatly alarmed, whose heart is
not renewed. Many in this state have
confessed that they were great sinners,
manifested great anxiety, and earnestly
entreated the prayers of the saints; and
some of this character fall upon their knees,
_and ery for mercy. Now upon this sol-

j
é




0 A LADY. 17

emn and critical point, you will, dear
Sister, permit me to write freely. Itis of
infinite importance, that our views upon
this subject should be correct. It is ask-
ed, ought we not to rejeice, when we wit-
ness the alarm and anxiety of awakened
sinners 7 To which Ianswer, yes; not,
however, because it proves to us that their
hearts are renewed, or that they ever will
be, but because such convictions usually
precede a saving work of grace. As the
scriptures teach us that the heart, before
it is regenerated, is destitute of love to
God, and consequently, of all holy exer-
_cises, and as we know that unregenerated
men may, in that state, be enlightened and
convinced of much important truth, so we
ought not to say of such persons, that they
are “seeking religion,” that they are “seek-
ing the Lord,” that they are “seeking salva-
tion.” It is the fear of wrath to come, and -
ot a sense of the evil of sin, which affects

it
'?-their' minds. Unrenewed sinners do not
. hate sin; they lament that they have ex-
- posed themselves to condemnation, but

C

3
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not that they have displeased and dishon-
oured infinite holiness and goodness. Let
such persons be persuaded that they shall
escape the miseries of hell, and their anxi-
ety is all over, and they are filled with
great joy. Unlimited damage is done to
the souls of men, in times of revival of re-
ligion, by having no distinction made be-
tween the exercises of the renewed, and
unrenewed heart.

It is a practice with many, which I have
witnessed, that, when they observe symp-
toms of seriousness and anxiety of mind,
to encourage such persons “to hope in
Christ, to continue to seek the Lord and
their salvation,” and, without any regard
to the nature of their exercises, to tell
them, that for them to pray, or to kneel
and ask the prayers of others, will be
¢ taking one step towards heaven.” Now
it is an awful fact, that men never take
one step towards heaven, till they love a
holy God, and his righteous law. But
unrenewed men do not love God, there-
fore they never take one “ step towards
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TO A LADY. 19

God and heaven,” till their hearts are re-
generated. What awful deception, then,
is effected by many, who do not under-
stand the way of salvation. My soul trem-
bles for those who thus teach, and for those
who are instructed in this way of delusion.
Persons, thus flattered, will no doubt soon
obtain a hope, and there is reason to ex-
pect that they will soon turn away from
religion, and their last state be worse than
the first. Now, as it was by mistake they
were thought to have received the grace
of God, so itisa mistake to believe that
they have fallen from grace. It is some-
times asked, if men, while unregenerated,
may be enlightened, and their judgments
convinced of much important truth, why
can they not, while in that state, he per-
suaded to repent of sin, and forsake it ?
The answer is plain: It is not because
they cannot repent of sin, and forsake it,
if they would, for they have all the natural
ability which is necessary to perform every
divine requirement. But it is because
their hearts are alienated from God. Sin
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is the moral element in which they delight,
and the disposition of the heart prevails
against the dictates of an enlightened judg-
ment. Why can they not be induced to
seek the Lord Jesus and his salvation ?
- Because their ¢ carnal mind is enmity
against God.” They may draw near to
him with their mouths, and hénour him
with their lips, but their hearts are far from
him, and must be changed, before they
- will turn and seek him. The inability,
then, of unrenewed sinners, consists in an
unholy disposition, or, which is the same, in
the enmity of the heart against God ; and
this, surely, cannot extenuate their guilt.

With fervent prayer that you may be
guided into all truth, I remain,

Yours affectionately.
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LETTER III

THOUGHTS ON REGENERATION.

Dear Sister,
In my last, I communi-

cated to you my views of the unrenewed
heart in man, and also adduced Scripture
testimony, proving that these views were
according to truth. In this, I propose to
invite your attention to the important sub-
ject of Regeneration.

The human mind is capable of a great
variety of changes, and our views and
desires, our pleasures and pursuits, are
rendered various, and are often changed
by different systems of education. But
~education is limited to an improvement of
 the intellectual faculties. A restraint may
~ be laid upon the passions, and an external
- reformation®produced, by Divine Provi-
- dence, but such reformations are partial

and temporary. Great effects may be
: o*
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_produced upon the mind by free and sol-
emn conversation, exhortation, and prayer;

and particularly by public preaching. As
the speaker leads his congregation to the
foot of Sinai, while the thunders of divine
Justice are rolling from its trembling sum-
mit, it is natural to expect that some will
fear, in view of their awful danger. And
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many have been much affected by the

power of sympathy, while the scene of in-

finite pity and love has opened on their
view from Calvary. It is to be seriously
feared that many, after passing through
these changes, which touch nothing but
the passions, imagine that they have ¢ got
religion.”

When the attention of people is excited
to religious subjects, it is of the greatest
importance that the nature of sin should
be clearly defined, which can be done,
only, by clearly explaining the nature, and
claims of the divine law. The adorable
perfections of God, as revealed in the
Scriptures, should be carefully exhibited
to their view, that they may be able to
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judge, whether they love or hate him.

True repentance should be carefully dis-
tinguished from that sorrow, which arises

merely from the fear of punishment. It

should also be shown, wherein “humble
* faith in Christ differs from that vain, bold
confidence, which is the fruit of ignorance
and flattery.

‘Regeneration is a moral change, or a
change of the disposition of the heart to-
wards God, his righteous law, and towards
holiness in general. The subject of this
change is a new creature, and with him,
%old things are past away, and, behold, all
things are become new.” And those who
have not become the subjects of it are
dead in trespasses and sins, enemies to
God, both in their minds, and by wicked
works. What then must be the nature of
_ theirsorrows, and prayers, and their ¢ seek-
g religion,” as it is called by many ? Be-
ore regeneration, the will is free in all its
cts of disobedience, impenitence and un-
ef ; but it never acts freely in loving
d, hating sin, and believing in Jesus
ist. .
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Regeneration, or, which is the same, a
change of the moral principle in man, |
lays a foundation for boly exercises ; such
as love to God, godly sorrow for sin, hum-
ble submission to God, and faith in the -
Lord Jesus Christ. Having spiritual dis-
cernment, the renewed man can perceive =
the odious nature of sin, and particularly
of his own pollution and guilt, on account
of which, he abhors himself. He can now
discover a beauty in holiness, and say of
Jesus, ‘He is the chiefest among ten
thousand, and the One altogether lovely.”
But why could he not see these things be-
fore? That he did not, will be acknowl-
edged by all. But the question is, why
did he not? The only answer is, his dis-
position was unholy.

If, dear Sister, the sentiment of this let-
ter differs from the doctrine with which
you say, “I have full fellowship,” I ap-
peal to your concience, whether it differs
from the views you had when you were
first ¢ translated from darkness into light.”




TO A LADY. 25

2

 The nature of regeneration is a deep, mys-
terious, and important subject. May its
holy and happy fruits enrich our hearts,
 that we may be established, and “be not
carried about by every wind of doctrine.”

Yours, &c.

L
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LETTER IV.

REGENERATION IS AN INSTANTANEOUS
CHANGE, AND NOT A PROGRES-
SIVE WORK.

Dear Sister,
It was the object of my

last letter to lay before you the nature, and
some of the effects of regeneration. In
this, I purpose to consider this change as
wnstantaneous. |

Some suppose that regeneration is a
progressive work ; that the subject of it
first turns his attention to the concerns of
his soul, and a future world. That he
reads the word of God, attends on public
‘worship, meditates seriously and often
upon his state as a sinner, and, by degrees,
becomes acquainted with his guilt and dan-
ger. That he now forsakes his vices, his
carnal pleasures and irreligious associates,
“and resolves to pray, and ¢ seek religion.”
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That after advancing in this course for a
 time, the duties of religion become agreea-
ble, easy and natural. The individual,
under consideration, will now practise a
ety different course of conduct, and is
“Supposed to be a new creature, and to
have experienced all the change neces-
sary to entitle him to a hope of future
happiness.

But as regeneration is a change of the
disposition of the heart, or the commence-
- ment of holiness there, it is morally cer-
tain that it takes place instantaneously.
The figures used in the Scriptures to de-
note this change, plainly show that this is
the fact. It is termed, being ¢ born again,
created in Christ Jesus, having a new heart
and a right spirit” given us.- Now, a
person must be born again, or not born
again ; created in Christ, or not created
in him ; he either has a new heart and a
.~ tight spirit, or he has not; and there
- must be a definite point of time when this
. change takes place. But there is one pas-
.~ sage of scripture, in particular, to which I
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would call your attention.  You hath he't
quickened, who were dead in trespasses
and sins.” Eph. ii. 1. This figure is plain,
and decisive. Common sense teaches us
that the resurrection of Lazarus was in-
stantaneous, or in other words, that he was |
dead till he was alive. And as regenera- |
tion is here called a resurrection, it is rep-:
resented to us as being instantaneous.
There necessarily is a definite moment =
when divine life is imparted to the soul.
Till the moment Lazarus was quickened,
he was considered, by all the usages of .'
society, and by both human and divine
laws, as being dead ; and from the mo-

ment in which he was quickened, he was
considered by all these as a living man.
So also, until the heart of man is regene-
rated, he is dead in trespasses and' sins,
walking, that is, choosing and acting ac-
cording to the course of this world. What-
ever may be his morality, or profession ;
whatever light or conviction he may have,
still he is an unregenerated sinner. Here,
my dear Sister, you are desired seriously
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to consider, that until the moment the in-
dividual is regenerated, all his thoughts
and feelings, all his prayers, concern and
labours, are the thoughts, prayers, concern,
and labours, of an unregenerated sinner ;
that is, of one whose heart is enmity to
God, not subject to his law, neither will it
ever be, until it is changed. How absurd
and delusive, then, it is, to tell unrenewed
men, that there are certain conditions,
which, if they will perform, their hearts
will be regenerated.

It is to be greatly lamented, that many
public teachers in religion make no dis-
tinction between the living, and the dead ;
and no less to be deplored, that man-
kind are so opposed to those distinguish-
ing rays of divine truth, which discover the
polluted, guilty, perishing state of the soul.
We ought to pity and pray for those, whose
blindness and obstinacy induce them to
misrepresent, and ridicule, those solemn
* truths, which lay the axe at the root of hu-
‘man pride. Divine truth has always had

to contend with the united efforts of the
D




30 FRIENDLY LETTERS

enemies of God, and this we are to ex-
pect; but it is affecting that professed
Christians should lend their aid, in this |
fearful work.

Though, my respected friend, you have
expressed your dishelief of some of my
views of the Seriptures, yet I think we
shall agree in this: “ Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God.” [ have too much reason to hope
that you have experienced this change,.to
think that you will ever deny its neces-
sity. But from your letter it appears,
that you are “in full fellowship” with a

-

4_

sentiment which has widely spread in the
world, and with which impenitent sinners
are much pleased, viz. that “a measure
of the Spirit is given to every man.” To
me it is evident, that the apostle, in that
passage, is speaking of the gift of the Spirit
to the saints ; but without contending for
this, I would ask, Will this save them, un-
less they are born again ? and what does
all which is given them avail, without this
change, or what conditions will they per-
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form acceptably to God, so long as their
minds are enmity against him?  Will any
"nng, which the sinner possesses, or per-
forms, t?mmate in his salvation, unless he
is regenerated ?  Why then are some con-
tending that all men have a light within,
which, if followed, will lead them to heav-
en? and others, that all men have a meas-
ure of grace given them, which, if im-
proved, will terminate in their salvation ?
Now, my Sister, I solemnly assure you,
that I consider such doctrine contrary to
the word of God, and infinitely dangerous
to the souls of men. I must therefore
Taise my warning voice against it. We
may talk of light and grace being in the
heart of man, and after all, it may be ask-
ed, what can be expected, so long as we
know, that ¢ every imagination of the
‘thoughts of the heart is only evil contin-
ually :
- May we never become guilty of flatter-
ing unregenerated sinners, by telling them
Eﬁat they have taken the first or second
ep towards heaven, but may we be gra-
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e
ciously assisted in labouring to convince
them, that unless their hearts are renewed,

and they become reconciled to God, they
cannot be saved.

=

Yours, &c.




v

(4]
(5]

TO A LADY.

LETTER V.

REGENERATION, A WORK OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT.

Dear Sister,
In my two last letters, 1

think it was made evident, that regenera-
tion is an instantaneous renewal of the
heart. We may now inquire, By what
agency is this change effected 7 The least
possible effect must have a cause. Now
regeneration is a great work, and is in
Scripture called a resurrection, a creation,
and is an effect, of which, there must be
an adequate cause, and this cause is either
human or divine. Some believe that
those who are the subjects of this change
are themselves also the cause ; that though
they receive some divine assistance, yet
gt_he matter is decided by themselves wheth-
er they will “ have religion or not.” ~ And
some preachers tell their hearers, that
® D¥ 90 B




34 FRIENDLY LETTERS

they can effect this change, without any
more divine assistance than every man re-
ceives ; and further, that if ever the work
is done, they must begin it. Now, upon
this very important subject, we ought seri-
ously and carefully to consider what we
believe and what we say. You will per-
mit me here to ask (and O, that the ques-
tion might be duly examined by all God’s
dear children who have been misguided)
what condition of salvation did you per-
form, acceptably to God, while your car-
nal mind, though awakened was enmity
against him ? Dld_myeu renew - your own
heart, or even begin the workP If the
doctrine be false, which we as a church
believe, you ought to answer in the affirm-
ative ; and, as you now believe it is false,
this will be your answer. But let me en-
treat you to examine the subject again.
We “have seen that God in his word has
declared, that' all the exercises of unrenew-
ed sinners are unholy. What unholy ex-
ercise, then, do they put forth, with which
- he is pleased, and receives as a condmon

~ ey o




~ TO A LADY. 35

regeneration ¢ Or can you be-
that men regenerate their own hearts;
at they deliver themselves from the pow-
of darkness; create themselves inChrist?
 they, while dead in trespasses and
and walking according to the course

rinate in their own hearts, a principle of
oly life ? 1t appears to me, scarcely pos-
e, that you can believe this.

Itis frequently remarked, ¢ Sinners can
something, or they would not be crim-
and under condemnation.” Do you
ask, What is it which they can do? In
eply, I would tenderly but seriously ask,.
»much, or what did you do, in chang-
g your own heart ; or what condition of :
eneration did you perform, while your
nd was alienated from God? IfT might
-permitted to anticipate your answer, it
would be the following :—Surely I per-
ed nothing. Not unto me, not unto
be this great work attributed.  Still T
not insensible nor inactive, and, be-
had any hope in Jesus, 1 saw my-
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self vile, and guilty, and under condemna-
tion. I was sensible that I deserved no
favour from the hand of my offended, dis-
honoured Maker. Sin against a being so
holy, righteous and good, appeared * ex-
ceedingly sinful,” and I felt to abhor my-
self.” After trying various expedients, I
found all my efforts to obtain relief were
insufficient. I believed that Jesus came
into the world to save sinners, that he was
able and willing to save, but I knew not
where to find him ; and besides, my guilt
appeared so great, that I expected nothing
‘but condemnation. Then I cried to the
Lord, and with tears and anguish, I pour-
ed out my soul at the throne of his grace.
And O ! that memorable hour ! Then did
Iresign myself into the hand of God; and
a sweet sense of affection and delight, in
view of his character, and in view of the
Lord Jesus, seemed to fill my whole heart,
Then was given to me, the first intimation
of pardon and life. Then did the dark,.
_threatening cloud of despair separate, an
disclose to my view, a precious Saviour,

-l
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with open arms, received my perish-
‘soul. It appeared to me then, and it
often since, that if the whole world
) should come to him, he would cast none
| of them out.
- Here, my Sister, let us pause and in-
quire, Can we believe that this repentance,
and confession, and fervent prayer, and
holy affection, and humble faith were the
- conditions of regeneration, or were they
 the fruits and effects of it? Undoubtedly
the latter. Some suppose that the heart
is renewed at the time an evidence of
God’s love, and a hope of pardon, are ob-
tained. But we have seen that the un-
renewed mind is enmity against God, and
in love with sin ; and, that every imagina-
~tion of the thoughts is only evil continually.
Surely you wasnot in this state, when you
- felt godly sorrow for sin; ; when with a
’;'meltmg, broken heart, you cried to the
’ Lord for mercy ; when you felt sin to be
~a burden to your soul, and greatly desired
o0 be cleansed from it, that you might not

r, §
s oﬁ'end and dishonour, a holy and good
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God. Surely you was not an unregene:

~rated sinner, an enemy to God, when, gpot
though you had no evidence of forgives H&IC
ness, you saw the divine law to be holy, heal
just, and good ; when you felt sensible o P€
love to the saints, and of a desire to be in" forg
their soeciety, and found a pleasure in at I
tending to their devotions. Surely these  that
do not answer to the Bible description off® the :
the unrenewed heart. By a mistake upor Am
this point, some have been led to believel he L
that unregenerated persons do exercise. he |
godly sorrow for sin, and “ seek religion,” disp
which cannot possibly be the case. Thought then
an individual has no evidence of his sal-f hor
vation, yet if he loves God, approves off Will
his law, and is penitent and humble forf love
~ hissins; if sin appears odious, and holiness. Divi
~ desirable, he is a new creature. But those. and
who are destitute of these exercises, though' ¥ou
conv

“they may tell us of visions which they havel
seen of heaven and of hell, and have allf
knowledge, and much zeal, and confi-t
dence, they are, notwithstanding, dead in 4 1
trespasses and sins. What an awful re-f &
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sponsibility rests upon the ministers of re-
gion, many of whom are leading their
earers into destructive errors! Tt should
our prayer, that the Lord may pity,
ve, and enlighten them.
is the height of absurdity to believe,
the subject of regeneration is also
: gent, by which the change is effected.
an cannot loathe and abhor that which
oves ; nor can he desire that which
ates ; hence the necessity that his
osition should be changed. He will
desire what he before hated, and ab-
that which he before loved. Nor
he make an effort to bring himself to
that which appears hateful to him.
ne Providence may awaken and alarm,
and the word of God (as I remarked to
u in my first letter) may enlighten and
wince, but this is a work very different
m regeneration. It is to be seriously
 , however, that it is all the change
ich many experience, who are zealous
d bold professors ; and that the reason
y spend so mueh time and strength, in
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opposing and misrepresenting the hume g
bling doctrine of the Bible, is, they were! . be

never born again. Nicodemus was a re§ ge
ligious man, but he knew not ¢ how thesel

things could be,” even when preached by '» >
our Saviour. ¢ For the natural man re-t

ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God,f e

for they are foolishness to him; neither’ ta

can he know them, because they are spird r
itually discerned.” 1

But it is time for me to observe, tha
regeneration is effected by the agency off -

the Holy Spirit. Whatever attainmentst 2
the sinner may make, or changes he may}
c

pass through, he is destitute of love tof
God, till it is ¢ shed abroad in the heart, _' 3‘7
by the Holy Spirit.” Rom. v. 5. E -
I shall now attempt to prove this pro-
position, by the declarations of Secripture.’
Titus iii. 5. - According to his mercy He}
saved us, by the washing of regeneration
and the renewing of the Holy Ghost” = 3
See also John i. 12, 13. ¢ But as many
as received him, to them gave he power
to become the sons of God, even to them




T0 A LADY. 41

hat believe on his name. Which were

n. B .

b jorn not of blood, nor of the will of the
od flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”
E gracious work, He performs agreea-

y to his promise, Ezekiel xxxvi. 26, 27.

)

e)-, - %A new heart also will T give you, and a

] spirit will I put within you, and I will
b

away the stony heart out of your flesh,
1 will give you a heart of flesh. And1l
put my Spirit within you, and cause
to walk in my statutes.”  Eph. ii. 8.
y grace are ye saved, through faith,
d that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
" God.” This work, St. Paul again as-
. ibes to God in the 10th verse. * For
- we are his workmanship, created in Christ
“Jesus unto good works.” I feel safe in
‘saying, there is not a single passage in all
word of God, which informs us of
ven an individual, who changed his own
rt, or performed the condition of regen-

ation, in consequence of which he was
newed by the Holy Spirit; or of one,
ho “ got religion by taking one step
another, towards heaven.”  We hear
E
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none of the inspired writers declaring tof
the people, that they can “ get religiong
as easy as they can get up or sit down ;%
and I must conclude, that the religion which
is “got” in this way, is different from the
religion of those who, in the Scripturest
are acknowledged to be saints.
By those passages of Scripture which ]
have quoted, it is made evident that God
either renews the hearts of all men, org
that he does more for some than for othersf
With respect to the first, I suppose we
agree in believing, that God will not res
new the hearts of all men. If our belie
in this is founded upon truth, the lattert
must be true. But fromeyour letter it ap.
pears that this also you deny. In my next!
communication, this proposition shall bef
taken under consideration. In the mear
time,

I remain yours, &c.
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LETTER VL

OF AGENCY IN REGENERATION.

Dear Sister,
We may now consider

e question, Does God do more towards
ie salvation of one sinner, than of anoth-
er? A large number of zealcus, active
hristian professors affirm in the most
jositive manner, that he does not. This
mation attributes the difference found
the saint, from the sinner, to creature
gency. 'This sentiment, I have shown to
contrary to reason, and to the Scrip-
ares, and [ would here add, it is contrary
he sentiment which St. Paul laboured
Jimpress on the minds of his Corinthian
b ethren. To them he said, ¢ Who maketh
thee to differ from another? and what
hast thou that thou didst not receive? Now
if thou didst receive it, why dost thou
ry, as if thou hadst not received it ?”
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Here the apostle evidently admits, that if
those who are saints have made themselve
to differ from others, then it is but reason=
able that they should glory in themselves..
But, said he, “it is written, let him that
glorieth, glory in the Lord.” ;
Do we find it any where written in the
Scriptures, even of an individual, that he
regenerated his own heart, or that he ef-'
fected any part of this change, or that he
performed certain conditions, in conse-
que'bce of which, the Lord renewed his
heart ? 1f so, in what generation did he
live, and what was his name? We read
of many who repented, and turned fo the
Lord. This, however, is not regeneration,
nor is it in Scripture called the condition
of it ; but when it is sorrow exercised
“after a godly sort,” it is the fruit of re-
generation, and subsequent to it. Here I
~would seriously ask, Do you deliberately
believe, that you have made the difference
which you humbly hope now exists in the
state of your heart, from that of those
who are slav?s to sin, in this world, and
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e who are under its dominion in the
d of spirits? This you do not, you
nnot believe. No doubt the same divine
uence, which we hope renewed our
arts, would have been sufficient to re-
;xheirs. But, some say, ‘I have been
bled, by divine grace, to do all that I
done.” This may be true, but the
ion is, What have you done? We
where read in the Scriptures, that men
e enabled by divine grace to renew their
rts, or even to perform a condition of
eneration. If we have repented and
elieved in Christ, this we have been en-
bled to do by the Divine Spirit; but
and repentance are not conditions of
eration ; they are the fruits or effects
[it, which are, therefore, subsequent to
. We ought to pity the blindness of those,
ho, with the holdest confidence, declare -
o the uninstructed, that God doesmo;gnore
r one man than for another. Ifwe re-
eive the truth which they deny, still we
jave nothing to glory in. It is God who
as delivered us from the power of dark-
; E*
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ness, and translated us into his marvellous
light ; let us then be humble and thankful,

Some, who appear to see that the af
firmation cannot be maintained, namely,
that God does no more for one than for
another, have chosen to vary the proposi-
tion a litle. They say, that though God
does more towards the salvation of some
than others, yet he does enough for all to
save them, if they will do their part. But
do we read in the Scriptures that men are
saved in conse juence of doing tleir part ?
Ifit is admitted that God renews the hearts f
of some, but not of others, how can it be
true that he does enough to save the un-
renewed, even “if they do their part.”
In order to maiatain this, it must be made ,
to appear, that those whom God leaves :
unrenewed can either regenerate their own
hearts, or be saved without being born
again.
I acknowledge that God does much for -
those whom he leaves unrenewed. He
enlightens, convinces and reproves them ;
he sets life and death before them, the
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and the curse, and, by the dear-
st interests of their souls, urges them to
vent and believe the gospel. But if he
eaves them to follow their unholy dlspo-

a new spirit within them, they surely
will do nothing which will save them. But

> they mot under obligation to repent ?
surely they are, and to come to
hrist, that they may have life. 'This,
ever, they will not do, and hence the
scessity of their being born again, in or-
¢ to salvation. It is affirmed by many,
at if God does more for some than for
rs, if he effects a work of grace in the
sarts of some, which is essential to sal-
tion, and does not effect it in others,
en he is partial. Now as it isa fact,
he bestows his grace in a sovereign,
nguishing manner, so he will not make
s creatures accountable for the conse-

nces. But 1 cannot admit that this
esents God to be partial. If two or
ore persons have just and equal claims
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upon an individual, and he has power to}

withhold from them their rights, if in the ex- E
ercise of this power he satisfies the claims E
of a part, but withholds from the rest, he® 3
is then partial. But there is nothing like & as
this in the case before us. We have no} Jus
claims upon the favour of our offended E
Maker. We have forfeited the least off ®'

his blessings ; and if he should leave all
mankind under the power of sin, and with-:
hold forever the smiles of his pardoning.
~ love, every mouth would be stopped, and

-~ TiO
all the world be found guilty, and justly & :nc
condemned before him. His righteous-

" g . me
ness would be manifest in the dreadful i
sentence, ‘“ Depart from me, ye cursed.” § &
How then does it appear that he is partial &

or unjust, in saving one or more, as all b
deserve to perish. You, doubtless, recol- £+
lect the declaration of St. Paul, “ There-
fore hath he mercy on whom he will have
mercy ;” and it rather becomes us humb]y"
to adore and bless him for his infinite pny -
‘and love, than to murmur against him be-
cause he does not save all. But upont e
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sition that God did as much for one
“another, and so saved all men, we
still, with as much propriety, bring
him the charge of partiality or in-
nless he saved fallen angels also.
never hear those, who, with the
reatest violence, oppose the distinguish-
g communications of divine grace among
declaiming against the sovereignty of
in providing a Saviour for fallen
nan, and not for fallen angels. ~ And T se-
y ask, why? But if God does no
for one, than for another, or if they
ke themselves to differ from o“the.rs,

nder greater obligation to love, praise,
d serve God, than impenitent sinners
ate, or than he himself was, while in his
But does this accord with the Serip-
e representation of this subject? or
it accord with our experience ? Now
is safe to affirm, that that doctrine is false,
ligh cannot be reconciled with the Scrip-
, and is contrary to the gracious ex»
ience of renewed souls,
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We have already remarked, that it is
confidently affirmed by a large class of
Christian professors, that God does enough
for all men to secure their salvation, pro
vided they do their part, which they must
do, or never be saved. Now if this be a
fact, or these Christian brethren really be-
lieve what they affirm, why do they pray®
for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and§
why do they sometimes pray, that God®
would pour down his Spirit upon the con-%
gregation then before them.” 1If it be notd
. necessary to their salvation, that God
should do any thing more for them, why}
ask him to do more? What means the}
monthly concert for prayer, and othe
prayer-meetings 7 Is it not the height of#
ingratitude, and presumption, to ask God, :
who has already done so much for man,
to do that which there is no necessity for
him to do. Why not say, as a publi,
speaker once said, in my hearing, thai
¢ God does not pour out his Spirit. an)
more at one time than at another.” T
man was opposing the sovereign display
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e grace, and labouring to show,
hat are called Reformations, result
y from the resolutions, determina-
and other efforts of the people. He
d his hearers, that whatever remain-
be done towards their salvation, they
do, for God had done his part, hav-
one all that was necessary, and would
po more. 'This gentleman was of no
distinction than a Bishop in the de-
nomination which he represented. He
was undoubtedly consistent in these dec-
ations, with other parts of his religious
stem 3 but how far is this from the doc-
ne of the apostles and prophets ! If this
ange doctrine be true, St. Paul should
jave said, ¢ by the grace of God,” and
my own efforts, I am what I am.”

Such, my dear Sister, are the inconsist-
encies of the doctrine which you say you
ow fellowship. The doctrines which you
ve renounced, relate to subjects of infi-
‘nite importance, and I must entreat you,
by the love of Christ, by his honour, and
the experigpoe which I trust you have

C <
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had, in his salvation, that you deny: him
not the glory due to him, for loving you
with an everlasting love, renewing your
heart, and washing you from your sins i
his own blood. O say not, “ he has done
no more for me than he has for unrenew-
ed sinners.” . Infinite Mercy ! forgive,
that such a thought should ever enter th
breast of one of thy dear, redeemed.
blood-bought children.

Yours affectionately. -
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LETTER VIL

THE DIVINE PURPOSE.

: ~ I have attempted to show,
’, the salvation of sinners is effected
¢by the washing of regeneration, and the
enewing of the Holy Ghost.” Now, I
ink it must be admitted that God does
ot effect this work accidentally, because,
i _nll his work, he acts with infinite intelli-
gence, and therefore with design. St
Paul affirms, that “ God worketh all things
after the counsel of his own will.” In this
sage, the apostle represents the divine
or choice, as directing in all the op-
~ erations of the divine power ; and at the
‘mencement of his work, the nature,
d consequences of all his operations are
erfectly before him. When, therefore,
0d regenerates the heart, he designs to
do no more nor less than what he effects,
pam amely, he designs to regenerate the heart.
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He also carries on the work of grace
sanctifying and preparing the soul for

state of glory above, all which he does) ;
intentionally, or according to the counsell 3
of his own will. Nothing is more plainly &
declared in the Scriptures, than that salva t
tion, from its commencement to its com-§

pletion, is of the Lord. All the redeem 1

ed in heaven are represented as ascrib
ing salvation to Him that sitteth upon thel
throne, and to the Lamb. Now with re-
spect to those in heaven, must it not bef
evident, that when God began in their
hearts the work of grace, he designed tof
perform exactly what Le has accomplish-

ed, namely, their complete salvation ?
this be denied, I would ask, did he designf
to do more than he has done, and if 50,1
what was it, and why did he not effect| -
his design ? But if he designed less, what |
circumstance induced him to do more than
he designed ? Divine inspiration teaches
us, that * he is in one mind, and none c: n
turn him, and what his soul desireth, even
that he doeth.” Or will any say,
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he began the work, he had no design
ecting it, how, or what he would do.
this is denying him the attribute of
sence; and besides, we have seen’
the Scriptures, that he worketh all
after the counsel of his own will.

Some affirm that God designs to per-
rm a certain work, in the salvation of
sinners, upon condition that they perform
another certain work. But has this even
appearance of Scripture doctrine ?
~ Surely this is placing dependence upon
* works, because all the operations of divine
- grace and mercy, are suspended upon
-~ conditions to be performed by man. Still,
~ those who labour to support this doctrine,
~ often use the term free grace ; and should
“you hear them, when declaiming against
.~ predestination, you would conclude that
.~ they considered themselves the only peo-
le who held the doctrine of free grace.
ut would not their system be more con-
nt with itself, should they drop the
free grace, and substitute the term
works? It is a solemn, but melan-

hat
han
hes
can
ven
hat
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choly fact, that they are” proclaiming sal:
vation by works, and the term free gra
only serves to deceive themselves an
blind the eyes of their unwary hearers.
But here I must be permitted to ask}
What work has God designed to do, pro
vided the unholy, impenitent sinner per
forms another certain work ? Does he
regenerate the heart upon this condition 7§
Where is the Scripture evidence of it}
Does he pardon upon this condition ? Does’
he adopt the soul into his family upon this L
condition? or shed abroad his love inf
the heart upon this condition? No, it is}
all a delusion, and eminently calculated to}
dishonour God, foster the pride of man,}
and destroy the immortal soul. 3
If, in preparing those for heaven, whom |
the Lord has already received into that}
state, he wrought in them, and for them, i
after the counsel of his own will ; if, when
he began the work he intended to carry it
on; if he thus designed to save, I would
seriously ask, when did he conceive that
design? When did the thought first enter
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vine Mind ? When did he decide
he subject, and become fixed in a
arpose to do it 7 'Was it as soon as they
3 Tegen-erated ? Then he was unde-
rmined about doing the work, till he bad
ected an important part of it. Or was
at the time of their birth? But what
» orily have we for fixing upon that
o? Was it at the time he made man ?

t when he originated the plan of the uni-
erse, and purposed in himself to form
ls and men; when he devised the
sterious method of man’s salvation ?
i when was that?  When did Jehovah
.t think of the work of creation, and be-
some fixed.in his purpose to do it ? When
%id he first resolve, and become determin-
to give his Son a sacrifice for our sins ?
ese questions I propose with solemnity,
d, my respected friend, you will seri-
ously meditate your answers.

| As there is no beginning of days, nor
end of years with Jehovah, so there is no
‘succession of thoughts or ideas with him,
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as with creaturcs. He fills immensi
with his presence, and eternity, as the
place of his abode ; and a succession o
thoughts, or ideas, is incompatible with
his adorable perfection. Therefore, what-
. ever thoughts (if I may with solemnity so
speak) or ideas, or plans, or purposes,
now exist in the Divine Mind, always
existed there, and always will. ¢ He is
in one mind. With him there is no vari-
ableness, nor shadow of turning. He is
the same yesterday, to-day, and forever.”

From the predictions and promises of
divine revelation, we may feel assured
that many more of our fallen race will be
saved from the power and guilt of sin;
and we are assured also that it will be the
work of God, and that he will call them
by his grace, according to his purpose.
Now, unless we believe that new purposes
arise, from time to time, in the Divine
Mind, we must believe, that at this time .
he has a purpose to save all those whom °
he will hereafter gather in. 3

I will now invite you to consider sever—i
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ssages of Scripture, which appear to
to teach us, that God, in saving sin-
, works according to his own purpose,
ch is eternal. See Eph. i. 3—5.
essed be the God and Father of our
d Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us
| all spiritual blessings in heavenly
ces in Christ ; according as he hath
osen us in him before the foundation of
 world, that we should be holy and
hout blame before him in love ; having
destinated us unto the adoption of chil-
dren by Jesus Christ to himsell, accord-
- ing to the good pleasure of his will.” Here
apostle speaks with great plainness ;
d if he had written in the present age,
and with a design to establish the doctrine
election, I do not see what language he
gld have used which would have been
ore decisive.” These things he affirmed
od had done for him, and for the breth-
n that were with him, who were brought
‘believe, or trust in Christ, before his
shesian brethren, to whom he was now
iting. See verses 12, 13.  “ That we
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should be to the praise of his glory, w
first trusted in Christ. In whom ye al
trusted, after that ye heard the word
truth, the gospel of your salvation.” Th
apostle does not say, as some now affirm, ‘
that they were chosen after they believe

but before the foundation of the worldf

and that after they believed, the Hol
Spirit of promise was given to them, b
whom their souls were sealed to the daj
of complete redemption ; thus securing
them from final apostacy and giving then
an earnest of the heavenly inheritance

Nor does he say, they were chosen be:

cause they had repented, and turned to"
the Lord; nor on account of holines
which he foresaw in them ; but that ¢ the.
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Chrig
chose them in him, before the foundation
of the world, that they should be holy an ;‘

without blame before him in love.” Set
also Acts xiii. 48. “As many as were
ordained to eternal life believed.” ™The
inspired historian has in this chapter given®

us an account of the preaching of St. Pa
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the various effects produced by the
upon the minds of his hearers,
ne y, that the Jews in general were in-
psed against him, and many of the Gen-
es also did not obey the truth ; but, said
¢as many as were ordained to eter-
nal life believed.” This passage teaches
s, that men are ordained, or appointed to
eternal life, before they believe. I would
o refer you to 2 Tim. i. 9. “ Be thou
aker of the afflictions of the gospel,
according to the power of God, who hath
saved us, and called us with an holy call-
ing, not according to our works, but ac-
: aordlng to his own purpose and grace,
 which was given us in Christ Jesus before
 the world began.,” From these passages
istf of Scripture, it is evident, that election is
g  personal, unconditional, and eternal, as it
fmust be, since the subjects of it were
shosen in the Divine Mind before the
rld began, or before the foundation of
world. I might multiply pmssages of
 similar import, but it is altogether un-
~pecessary. My Sister, it is matter of
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surprise and lamentation, that you shoul
so freely say, “I do not fellowship the
doctrine of personal election.” Surely,
¢ this persuasion cometh not of Him thaf
called you. It is my prayer, that your
mind may be enlightened by the word
and Spirit of God, and you restored t
the simplicity of the faith once delivered
to the saints. ‘

Yours, &ec.
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LETTER VIIIL

OF ELECTION.

r Stister,

; The perfections of God

a strong tower, into which the righ-

gous run and are safe. They all harmo-
ize with the system of truth revealed in
e Scriptures, or rather, that system of
truth is what it is, because God is what
is. Every doctrine, therefore, which
s inconsistent with these perfections,
st be false ; and every doctrine which
‘supported by the divine perfections,
st be truth.

e knowledge of God is a divine per-
on, concerning which Christians, in
peral, are agreed. In the Scriptures it
declared, that ¢ known unto God are
his works, from the beginning of the
. Neither is there any ecreature
h is not manifest in his sight ; for all
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things are naked and open to the eyes of- 4

Him with whom we have to do. He isa
Discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart.” The knowledge of God is.
intuitive ; he has not been instructed by-
any of his creatures, or by any of the
events of his government. It cannot be.
said that he, at any period, received|
knowledge ; this would be to say there|
was a period when his knowledge was:
imperfect, and that it may be yet imper--
fect. Now, if God knows all things, as
the Scriptures and reason abundantly de-
clare, then there can be no addition to his
knowledge. A period will never arrive
when God will know any more than he |

now does. Can we extend our thoughts |
back upon the eternity of God, and fix

them upon a period when he did not know
all events and things which he now does,
or ever will know? With great solemni-
ty we must answer, No.

When all the events to be accomplished

in this world are finished, there will be in |
glory a great multitude of redeemed sin- |

ners,
God
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newe
they
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s, which no man can number. But
will then know their number, and
cout of what' nations and families they
- were gathered, and at what age he re-
- newed their hearts, and by what means
they were enlightened and convinced of
sin; also at what age they died, and the
- very moment of time at which they enter-
eed the heavenly state. Bat if there can
be no addition to the knowledge of God,
then he now knows how many there will
be, and out of what nation and families
he will gather them, and at what age he
will renew their hearts, and by what
means he will enlighten and convince
them of sin. - He now knows at what age
they will die, and at what moment of
time they will enter the heavenly state.
Now, can we fix our thoughts upon any
- period we call past, at which God did not
- know all these things? With respect to
all his perfections, it is a sublime and glo-
' @fous fact, that he is the same yesterday,
; wf.i*;lo-day, and forever.
«fv‘:('Nothing which is uncertain can be
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known. If the salvation of those who
will be saved were not now certain, in the
mind of God, he could not know that
they will be saved. But he knows who
will be saved, and when he shall renew
their hearts ; it is therefore certain who |
will be saved, and also when they will |
be regenerated. Here we may inquire,
What is the foundation of this certainty?

befor
Can it be discovered in man? Surely i
not, for it existed infinite ages before man e
was made ; and, for the same reason, it B o
cannot be found in angels, nor in any that
creature. .

Some have said it was certain they the

would be saved, because it was certain . e ..
that they would repent and believe the | P
gospel. But the question returns, What - TR
rendered it certain that they would repent, B a.
or even that the means of repentance would

be used with them ? As before the crea-
tion of the heavens and the earth, God !
knew he should create them, that event
was certain. What was the foundation
of the certainty that God’s infinite wisdom |
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and power would be employed in that
fork, but his determihation to perform it?
f he had been determined not to do it,
itwould have been certain that the work
ould not be done ; and if he had been
- indifferent, it would .have been uncertain
~ whether the work would be done or not
' done; for it all depended upon him. As
- before the foundation of the world, God
“knew that his only begotten and dearly
~ beloved Son would, in time, become in-
- carnate, and suffer and die for our sins,
~ that event was certain. But what rens
* dered that event certain? Was it not
~ the purpose of God that, in the fulness
- of time, he would send forth his Son?
‘ Surely it was, for the whole of this won-

~ derful plan depended exclusively on him.
~ As before the foundation of the world,
God knew how many and who would be
ved, when and where they would pass
| a;their probationary state, and also at what
- period of their lives he should renew their
hearts, and at what moment of time they
“would enter his kingdom above, all these




68 FRIENDLY LETTERS

things must have been certain. But
what could have rendered it certain, in-
finite ages before they existed, that God’s'
power and wisdom and goodness would
be employed in effecting this wonderful
event, but his own determination? This
merciful purpose of God includes what
St. Paul has termed his grace, which
was ““ given us in Christ Jesus before the |
world began.” 1
This, my dear Sister, is what we un-
derstand by the doctrine of Election, and
to us it is a matter of lamentation, that so
many professors of religion reject it with
contempt. And it is a consideration still
more affecting, that any of the beloved
children of God should become so bewil-
dered in darkness, and deceived, as to |
say, I do not fellowship the doctrine of
personal election.” This doctrine, I sus-
pect, has been greatly misrepresented to
you, and many objections presented to_
you against it. Some of these objections
can be made only against the false rep-
resentations given of the doctrine, and
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ers may, with equal consistency, be
de against doctrines which are fully
mitted by the objector. In my next
pmmunication 1 shall notice some of
e objections. In the mean time, let
pray that the promised Comforter may
us into all truth, and that the truth
v make us free. When we are search-
after divine truth, it is of great impor-
ce that we should possess a humble,
chable frame of heart, that the love of
' God and of his truth should be the prin-
ciple of all our efforts.

I remain yours, &ec.




70 FRIENDLY LETTERS

LETTER IX.
OBJECTIONS TO ELECTION CONSIDERED.

Dear Sister,
It is affirmed, by some,

that though the doctrine of personal elec-
tion appears to be supported by several
passages of Scripture, and also to be con-

God, yet it cannot be true, because it de-
stroys man’s free agency. In reply to
this objection, it may be observed, that
the personal, eternal election of those who
are saved is positively declared in the
word of God ; it ought, therefore, to be
admitted as truth, whether we can recon-
cile it with our own inferences or not, or
even with other Scripture doctrines. We
know, also, that we are free agents, be-
cause we are conscious that we do act
freely. Now, suppose we cannot see the
consistency of election with free agency,

B

cluded from the known perfections of

—
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ydoes by no means prove that one or
the other must be false. I suppose that
you admit that God knows what your fu-
* ture actions will be, and that therefore it
is certain what your future actions will be.
‘But do you not act as freely as though he
not know? If it were possible for
) not to know, what advantage should
you then enjoy with which you are not
ow favoured ?

. Again I would ask, What effect does the
_purpose of God have upon your mind,
while you know nothing about that pur-
- pose? And when it is revealed, it will not
~ destroy free agency, but will become a
motive to action, either good or bad, ac-
~ cording to the dispesition of the heart.
~ To act in view of motives, or, which is
~ the same, to act according to our own
ice, is to enjoy the highest degree of
_ free agency of which we can conceive.
he purpose of God is a decision of the
ivine Mind, which exists in himself, and
an have no possible effect upon the free
cy of man. St. Peter informs us,

.D.
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that the murderers of the Son of God did
whatsoever his hand and his counsel de-
termined before to be done ; and yet they
acted as freely as though God had not
determined those things. And they were
as criminal, for the same apostle charges
them with the guilt of murder, saying,
“Ye have taken and with wicked hands
have crucified and slain him.” Those
who are saved act freely in repenting, be-
lieving, and obeying the gospel; and
those who choose darkness rather than
light, choose and act freely also. i
It is further objected, that if it is certain
who will be saved and who will be lost,
then it is useless to preach the gospel to
impenitent sinners, or use with them any
other means of salvation. Now, in ex- .
amining this objection, I must request you :
to exercise the candour of a sincere in-
quirer after.truth. The gospel should be |
preached, and other means of salvation
used with impenitent sinners, because
God works by means, and because he has
appointed the use of means as the instru-
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“ment in his own hand. The use of means
isas distinetly included in the purpose of
ﬂod, concerning man’s salvation, as is
~ their salvation itself. St. Paul informed
-~ his terrified companions, that God had re-
vealed to him, that, though the ship in
- which they were tossed and driven would
 be lost, yet the life of each individual
. should be spared, and not a hair of their
. heads perish. But when they were about
‘;"m leave the vessel, hoping they might
~ save their lives by swimming to the shore,
 he said to them, Except ye abide in the
- ship, ye cannot be saved.” This was to
- be the means of their preservation; and
 though it was the purpose and promise of
| God, that they should be saved, yet this
appointment of God could not be accom-
plished, unless his appointment of the
means was accomplished also; that is,
one part of God’s purposes cannot be ac-
omplished, and the other parts not be
complished. Here, then, are means of
salvation which God has appointed,. and
purpose concerning the sinner’s salva-
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~ tion cannot be accomplished, except his
purpose concerning the means ‘is accom-
plished also. It is also the divine com-
mand that we -should use the means of
salvation with impenitent sinners, and ith
is not safe for us to say of any of God’s
commands, that they are useless. We
consider it as truly our duty to labour to
have the gospel preached “to every creas
ture,” and to assure our fellow men, fro
God, that “ He now commandeth all men
every where to repent,” as though all de-
pended upon the use of means,—and we
- have much more encouragement.

Again, I remark, it may be said of any
individual, that he will be saved or lost—
the husbandman will, the present year,
have a crop, or he will not—the youth
who is sent to school will become a schol-
ar, or he will not, and God must know
which ; and the event will be as God
knew it would be. Why, then, does not
the hushandman say, It is useless for me
to obey the command of God, and till the
ground, and sow the seed, or use any
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ther means ? It is certain with God,
ghether [ shall reap the fruits of my la-
our or not ; and if 1 am to have a crop,

‘A shall have it, whether I use the means
senot 3 and if I am not to have a crop,
ishall not, let me do what I will. Why
should not the student say, If 1 am to be
“a scholar, I shall be, and if I am not to
,. I shall not be, therefore I will not
weary myself with study, nor be any
“more concerned with my books? This
is precisely the language of the objection
‘before us. 1f I am to be saved, I shall
,"'be, whether I try’ to obtain salvation qr
' - not; and if T am to perish, I shall perish,
however earnestly I may try to be saved.
bWhY shovld we condemn this false and
~_delusive reasoning in the husbandman and
_in thescholar, but approve of it .in the
"imjpehitent sioner 7 We cannot be at a
';hss for the origin of this reasoning in

W ;;gh suggest this soothmg bpt rmnous
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sentiment, “If I am to be saved I sh
be, let me do what I will.” Here I mus
request you to pause and consider. '
the Christian to be beaten off from h
views of the plain declarations of God
word, by so unreasonable, corrupting
soul-destructive a sentiment, which was
bred in the moral disorder of the heart
ungodly men? a sentiment, which, if ad
duced for any other purpose but to pu
down election, would be rejected, as un-
worthy of a serious refutation ! :

If the above objection has had any
weight on your mind, then you must be-
lieve, that if God had no purpose or de-
termination respecting the salvation of
sinners, and did not know what would
take place respecting it, then ministers
would have great encouragement to preach
the gospel, and sinners to hope for salva-
tion.

But this is a gross mistake. There
would be no encouragement at all ; be-
cause, the carnal mind is enmity against
God ; it is not subject to his law, neither

3

9
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d can be. Therefore, the hearts of
wed men are opposed to the du=
s which the gospel requires, and their
spositions are averse to the blessings
ich it offers. They are insensible of
diseased state, and therefore reject
e remedy. They are blind to their
It and danger, and therefore refuse the
ffers of mercy. The influence of means

t on of the impenitent, unbelieving heart.
believer in election is encouraged to
preach the gospel, not by the power of

E:: ewed heart, but by the purposes and -
;—1! omises of God. We are assured that
| he will make his word quick and power-
‘[ul. He has said to his Son, “ Thy peo-
~ ple shall be willing in the day of thy

”

3 souragement, I would observe, it is readi-
" .'{5;, ‘granted, that the doctrines of the Bible
"do not afford that encouragement which
y desire. But can this be evidence

H




78 FRIENDLY LETTERS

to a Christian that these doctrines are n

true? The wicked desire encourag
ment to live in sin and without God in th
world, and they cleave to those individu-
als, and adhere to those doctrines, whic
offer them this encouragement. The
gospel offers encouragement to all who
become reconciled to God, repent, be-
lieve in the Lord Jesus, and forsake their
sins.  Such have the promise of pardon,
and an interest in all the blessedness of
heaven. This is all the encouragement
the nature of the case admits, and it is all’
that a good man will desire.

We are charged, by the objector, with
believing that some will be saved, though
they live in sin, and that others will be
lost, though they should repent and be- |
lieve in Christ ; but the charge is false.
We hold up no such doctrine, nor can it
be inferred from the purposes of God.
Though God worketh all things, both in
the natural and moral world, after the
counsel of his own will, it is not true, that
in harvest, some will return_bringing their
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eaves with them, whether they sow or
Of ; and it is an impressive truth, written
~among the purposes of God, « He that
 believeth shall be saved, and he that be-
"ﬁveth not shall be damned.”
"_,'-ils."]t has been asked, If some of the elect
" should not repent and believe in Christ,
- what must their final condition be? Or if
“some of the non-elect should repent and
' believe, what must be their final state?
or all penitent believers have the promise
of salvation. What then would become
of election? In reply, I also would in-
quire, Did ever such an instance occur,
or have we any evidence that one ever
will? If, at the day of judgment, one,
who shall have endured faithful to the
end, should be standing on the left hand
~ of the Judge, when he shall bid that
guilty multitude to depart from him into
everlasting fire, what would become of
‘him?  Then shall the King say to them,
on his left hand, Depart from me. This
- address will be made to every one on
~ his left hand. But one or more of
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-~ them were believers in Christ, and prov-
ed faithful unto death, and consequently
were heirs of the promise of life. Now
I ask, what would be his final state ? If
some of those, whom it is impossible to
renew to repentance, should, neverthe-
less, repent, what would be the conse-
quence? If some of those, whom God
has cast forever off, and condemned to
suffer the vengeance of eternal fire, if

some of them, in their gloomy state of

endless despair, should repent and be-
lieve in Christ, would they remain in
hell, or would they receive pardon, and
be taken to heaven? If pardoned and

received, what would become of the word
of the Lord, which had gone out of his §

mouth, by which they had been doomed
to endless punishment ?

Now these questions may all be easily
disposed of. At the day of judgment, |
there will be none of the faithful on
Christ’s left hand ; and none of those in-
corrigible sinners, who will be destroyed -

O Rl o )

with everlasting destruction from the pres-




e of the Lord, will ever repent and
. So, also, none of those whom
designed to save, will he leave to
> without repentance and faith; and
one-of those whom he does not renew,
ut leaves to their own choice, will ever
repent. Sinners will not repent, either
i the present or future world, unless
ir hearts are renewed. It has been

to require that which is morally
tight for man to do ; and because it is a
 direction, which, if obeyed, would “pro-
~mote the creature’s happiness, therefore,

e it.
It has also been asked, Why are par-
and life held out to all who shall re-
ent? We answer, To encourage those
ho do truly repent, that none of them
7 despair of salvation, and to manifest
e divine goodness. It will also show,
at those who perish, never complied
H*
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nfinite benevolence cannot cease to en-

oapane
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~with any suitable terms of salvation, bu
- maintained their obstinacy and continued,
their rebellion against God.

The foundation of every objection to
the sovereignty of God is an unwillingness
that he should rule and govern his own
kingdom according to his own choice.
But what must be the character of those
who have any thing to fear from the gov-
ernment of infinite righteousness and
goodness 7 What must be the temper of
that heart which refuses to yield up the
government of himself and all things to
God? What must be the desires and
designs of a being who is unwilling that
God should choose and direct in all things
pertaining to himself and his fellow be-
ings? Or what have we to fear from the |
purposes of God? Can there be any un-
righteousness in them? Are we afraid
that if God does his pleasure with us, and
all his creatures, that he will fail, in any
instance, of doing infinitely right and
well 7 Why, then, oppose the sovereign- |

- ty of God, and call it a hard, soul-chilling
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e? Are God’s ways hard? ls the
anifestation of his sovereign pleasure
illing to our joys? What, then, must be
nature of those joys ?

Again I ask, What have we to fear
the purposes of God? If he is

~ both in time and in eternity, he must be
-L'qglaliﬁed to determine how to govern. If
all God does is wise and good, it was
- wise and good for him to purpose to do
it. If God has a right to renew the
hearts of some, and to leave others to
their own choice, after reproving and
warning them, and offering them pardon
and life, upon the only possible terms,
then he had a right to purpose so to.do., =

What have we to lose by the purposes of
God? If we are saved, it will be by be-
ing “ called according to his purpose” of
" mercy, and if we perish, it will be owing
. to the obstinacy of our own hearts, to
¢ which God purposed to leave us. And
- what is the difference between being sav-
. ed according to his eternal purpose, or
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- according to a purpose of his, which
- might be formed in time? Would infinite

perfection choose, at one time, that-which,
at another, he would reject or alter? O
may we be humbled into the dust before
.. Jehovah, while we realize our moral
blindness and rebellion against him, and
be inspired with the spirit of that memo-
rable prayer, “Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done.”

Yours, &ec.
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LETTER X. -

e p
ON FALLING FROM GRACE, AND ON
JUSTIFICATION. |

Dear Sister, .
i The little time we have
en travelling the Christian course has
een sufficient to corroborate the words
four Lord, ¢ In the world ye shall have
bulation.” The united influence of the
orld, the flesh, and Satan, often renders
he situation of believers perilous.

~ Now it is believed, by some, that many'
.them will be overcome and finally per-
ish. This I do not, I cannot believe,
and I will lay before you some of my
asons.  If I believed that salvation de-
ed upon the efforts of the creature, 1
jould not only expect that some, but that
Il would perish. 1If the moral condition
f all men is alike by nature, and “ God
oes no more for one than for another,”
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we have reason to fear that not only
- some, but all will perish. What is there
to secure the salvation of any ? No doubt
that many have fallen away and lost their.
religion, and it is to be feared that the
last state of such is worse than the first.
But it should be observed, that the reli--
gion which they lost, was that which they
“got” by their own seeking and resolu-
tions. They began the work themselves,
and it was carried on without any more
divine assistance than those have who
never begin it ; and it is to be expected
that such, in time of temptation, will fall
away. But the question before us is,
whether any, whose hearts the Lord has
regenerated, will fall away and perish.
It is a simple but important question,
On what does the safety of the saints _
depend? wupon the Lord Jehovah, or

upon themselves? If upon themselves,
no doubt many, if not all, will finally per-
ish ; but if upon the Lord Jehovah, I see ,.
not why they may not be safe. Has the §
Lord, any where in his word, inform'ed‘:_ 3
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s that he should leave some to perish
- whose hearts had been regenerated ?
- Where is the passage? But if he has
fowhere given us this information, why

only
there =
loubt "

theigy should we believe that he will leave any
: the o foperish. If there were any in the ime
ﬁrs-t. F of the apostles or prophets, who, after
rel their hearts had heen renewed by the
g Holy Spirit, had fallen and perished,
ol surely we might reasonably expect that
A soawful an event would have been re-
o corded by the pen of inspiration, We
£ might expect that their names would have
R been given, and the circumstances of their
F.aSH destruction. But there is no such event
1 b

recorded in the sacred pages. It is true
that the fall of some professors is men-

as

h. 3 : :

tioned, and their names given, but there
4 : A
[’ 18 not the least degree of evidence that
s

any of them had been regenerated. But
r .

if the fall of mere professors is recorded
with so much particularity, ‘surely, if any,
even one, had sunk to everlasting dark-

* ness and misery, who was once a renew-
| ed, pardoned, adopted child of God, we




the inspired writers concerning the dread-
ful event. Why, then, should we believe
in the total apostacy and endless misery
of any of the saints of God. The case of
Jngs is sometimes referred to, by our op-
ponents, but we have no evidence that he
was ever regenerated, but much to the con-
trary. Itis true that Judas was numbered
among the immediate disciples of Christ,
but the most importantobjecteveranswered |
by him was the fulfilment of the Scriptures,
in doing whieh he acted the part of a most
hardened wretch. While his character
stood the fairest that it ever did, he was
‘known to be a thief, and destitute of com-
passion for the poor, which very strongly
marks the character of an unregenerated
man. Speaking to the twelve, Jesus said,
“I have chosen you twelve (i. e. to the
apostleship), and one of you is a devil.”
Does this indicate that he was a renewed
man ? - Does it not rather indicate that he
was in the gall of bitterness and bonds of §
iniquity 7 And again, ““ Ye are clean, but §
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all. For Jesus knew from the begin-
2 who they were that believed on
band who should betray him ?” Does
passage teach us that they all believ-
him, and that afterwards one fell
race and betrayed his Lord? Does
lainly teach us that the eleven be-
on Jesus, and that one, viz. he that
d him, did not? :
veral passages have been adduced,
b, it is said, imply a possibility of the
ints falling so as to perish ; from which
mferred that if there is a possibility
i, there must be a high degree of prob-
that some of them will perish. -
a natural possibility by no means .
ves that the event ever did-or ever
take place. [ will state a case: Je-
s ,'said to the unbelieving Jews, “1f I
ould say that I know him not, I should
g liar like unto you.” Now it is true
at Jesus had natural power to deny that
‘knew the Father, and thereby become
iar, from which it appears there was
.‘ ral possibility of his doing it. But
I

-~ Ly B
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are we, from this form of expression,
believe that there was danger that Chri
would become a liar, and so fail in th
great work of redemption ? Surely no
What, then, would it prove, if exactly thi
form of expression were used, in Scri
ture, in relation to the saints falling
away ? Surely it would prove nothing
more than it does in the above case,
which is nothing at all. E

When inquiring into the safety of he-
lievers, we shall obtain much assistane
by considering their justification. Byf
what, then, are believers justified ? They
are justified either by grace, or by works,

or by grace and works together. Thef

Scriptures, abundantly, and with great
plainness, declare, that by the deeds of
the law, or by works, no one shall be jus-
tified in the sight of God. If believers
are justified partly by works and partly
by grace, we would ask, What proportion
of works is absolutely necessary? What
is the least amount, which, when incorpo-

rated with the grace of God, will justify §

G ad o WY
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oul? Must there be two thirds, or
one half, or one quarter be sufficient ?
it where is there any Scripture for such
method of justification ?
e subject matter of the believer’s jus-
ation is, the righteousness and atone-
it of Jesus Christ. ¢ Being justified
by his grace, through the redemp-
which is in Christ Jesus.” Hence,
Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord
aputeth righteousness without works.”
by faith that the soul becomes inter-
ested in the merits of Christ; he therefore
‘said to be “the end of the law for
teousness to every one that believeth.
here is, therefore, no condemnation to
‘them that are in Christ Jesus,” and such
persons do not walk after the flesh, but
er the Spirit. By these. passages it is.
made to appear, that the righteousness by
h the saints are justified is per-fect
immutable. How then shall they
er fall under the law and perish?
#“Who shall lay any thing to the charge
of God’s elect ? it is God that justifieth,
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- Who is he that condemneth ? it is Chri 7
“that died.” Rom. viii. 33, 7. Here,

my Sister, I would ask, On what do you
-:depend for perseverance in the way fo
eternal life? upon your own efforts, or
upon the work of the Holy Spirit? And
upon what do you depend for justifica-f
tion, when you shall appear at the bar of
God? How does it dishonour the work :
of the Holy Spirit, and the merits off
Churist, to talk of the Spirit’s relinquishing
the work of grace in the soul, and of
God’s condemning to eternal death these 7
whom he had pardoned and justified
wholly on account of the merits of his |
dear Son. When he justified them freely £
by his grace, it was in full view of all
their iniquities, past, present, and to
come. As that for which they were jus-
tified remains unchanged, how shall they
ever be delivered up to the curse of the
law ?

In further proof of the safety of all be-
lievers in Christ, the following passages
are quoted from the word of God: Job,
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"“" shall ho]d on hlS way.” Said Jesus,
[ give unto them eternal life, and they
hall never perish, neither shall any pluck
p out of my hand. Christ shall also
irm you unto the end, that ye may be
neless in the day of our Lord Jesus
ist. God is faithful, by whom ye
¢ called unto the fellowship of his
,Jdesus Christ our Lord. They are
by the power of God, through faith,
- unto salvation.” St. Paul said he was
~ «confident of this very thing, that he
,which hath begun a good work in the
- saints, will perform it until the day of
- Jesus Christ.” More proof of this doc-
~ trine might be produced, but I deem it
~ unnecessary.

It may now be proper for us to consid-
~er the effects which the doctrine of the
- perseverance of the saints will have upon
Qbose who cherish a hope that they are
 believers. Some have said that it en-

urages negligence in duty, and pro-
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motes licentiousness, No doubt it will

gious, whose hearts have not been re-
generated. Such persons do not love
God, nor the duties he requires. It is
true, they may watch and pray, and be
very zealous in religion, and careful to:
avoid vice ; but they are excited thus to.
live by fear of the wrath to come, or
by believing that their attaining future
happiness depends upon their efforts,
Now, let such persons be fully persuaded
that they shall be saved, and I have no
doubt but they will become negligent n
religion, lose their zeal, and turn again
to those ways which are most congenial
with the desires of their hearts. And it
must be so, for when the motive by which
they were induced to be religious is re-
moved, they will neglect religion. When
that restraint which held them back from"
carnal pleasure’is removed, they will again
walk in the ways of their own hearts.
And on this account, some truly pious -
persons have feared that if this doctrine
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gld preveil, many professors would
jtirely neglect religious concerns. But
jey would be false professors, and for
is reason I would to God that it might
revail. It would be a blessing to the
shurch, if all hypocrites and deceived
~persons might discover themselves and be
- removed out of it. And nothing is so
* likely to discover their character as the
truth of God’s holy word. They cannot
~ endure the pure doctrines of the Scrip-
~ tures, but choose darkness rather than
light, and the reason is obvious. But
those whose hearts have been renewed,
are not induced, by a gracious assurance
of salvation, to neglect duty, or indulge in
sin. They are constrained, by the good-
ness of God, to love and serve him.
They realize his goodness, not only in be-
ginning the work of their salvation, but in
promising to carry it on. And besides,
they are encouraged to fight the good
fight of faith, by an assurance of victory 3
to endure the storms and temptations of
life, by an assurance of safely entering
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the haven of eternal rest. The delight,

also, which they find in wisdom’s ways,

will effectually induce them to perfect ho-
liness in the fear of the Lord. Any per-
sen who can say, “If I believed in the
certain perseverance of the saints, I
should lose my strongest motive to love
and serve God,” is most certainly in a
graceless state.

O, when will men cease to pervert
the right ways of the Lord! I would af-
fectionately warn you, my dear Sister,
against the errors which I have pointed
out in these letters. I cannot be fully
persuaded that you have, forever, re-
nounced the precious doctrines of the
gospel. Can you not unite with me in
saying, “In the Lord have I righteous-
ness and strength.” And is not the fol-
lowing sentiment the language of your
heart ?

¢ Jesus, my God, I know his name,
His name is all my trust ;

Nor will he put my soul to shame,
Nor let my hope be lost.”

[
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hat you may be enlightened, and en-
d to retrace your misguided steps,
‘return to the fellowship of this
arch, in the doctrines and ordinances
the gospel, is, my dear Sister, the
ayer-of your affectionate pastor,

JOHN BUTLER.

ert
af- }






ITUAL AND DIVINE LIGHT.

remarks which follow corroborate the gen-
inciples in the preceding Letters. They are
a sermon by President Epwarps.

" IN this spiritual light, there is a true
‘sense of the divine and superlative excel-
cy of the things of religion; a real
of the excellency of God and Jesus
~ Christ, and of the work of redemption,
' the ways and works of God revealed
) the gospel. There is a divine and su-
erlative glory in these things; an excel-
lency that is of a vastly higher kind and
more sublime nature than in other things ;
glory greatly distinguishing them from
that is earthly and temporal. He that
8 spiritually enlightened truly apprehends
and sees it, or has a sense of it. He
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does not merely rationally believe that
God is glorious, but be has a sense of the
gloriousness of God in his heart. There
is not only a rational belief that God is
holy, and that holiness is a good thing,
but there is a sense of the loveliness of
God’s holiness. There is not only a
speculative judging that God is gracious,
but a sense how amiable God is upon
that account ; it is a sense of the beauty of
this divine attribute.

There is a twofold understanding or
knowledge of good, that God has made
the mind of man capable of :

1. That which is merely speculative or
notional ; as when a person only specula-
tively judges that any thing is, which, by
the agreement of mankind, is called good
or excellent, viz. that which is most to
general advantage, and between which
and a reward there is a suitableness, and
the like. And the other is, that which
consists in the sense of the heart; as
when there is a sense of the beauty, ami-
ableness, or sweetness of a thing, so that




DIVINE LIGHT. 101

_ the heart is sensible of pleasure and de-
light in the presence of the idea of it.
In the former is exercised merely the
speculative faculty, or the understanding,
strictly so called, or as spoken of in dis-

tinction from the will or disposition of the
soul. In the latter, the will, or inclina-
tion, or heart, is mainly concerned.

Thus there is a difference between having
an opinion that God is holy and gracious,
and having a sense of the loveliness and
beauty of that holiness and grace. There
is a difference between having a rational
judgment that honey is sweet, and having
a sense of its sweetness. A man may
have the former, that knows not how
honey tastes ; but a man cannot have the
latter unless he has an idea of the taste of
honey in his mind. So there is a differ=-
ence between believing that a person is
beautiful, and having a sense of his
beauty. The former may be obtained by
hearsay, but the latter only by seeing the
countenance. There is a wide differ-
ence between mere speculative rational

K
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Judging any thing to be excellent, and
having a sense of its sweetness and
beauty, .The former rests only in the
head ; speculation only is concerned in
‘it ; but the heart is concerned in the lat-
ter. When the heart is sensible of the
beauty and amiableness of a thing, it ne-
cessarily feels pleasure in the apprehen-
sion, It is implied, in a person’s being
heartily sensible of the loveliness of a
thing, that the idea of it is sweet and
pleasant to his soul ; which is a far differ-
ent thing from having a rational opinion
that it is excellent.

2. There arises, from this sense of the
divine excellency of things contained in
word of God, a conviction of the truth and
reality of them ; and that either indirectly
or directly. =

First, indirectly, and that two ways :
1. As the prejudices that are in the heart
against the truth of divine things are here-
by removed, so that the mind becomes
susceptive of the due force of rational ar-
gaments for their truth. 2. It not only

¢
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removes the hindrances of reason, but
positively helps reason. It makes even
the speculative notions more lively. It
engages the attention of the mind, with
the more fixedness and intenseness, to
that kind of objects, which causes it to
have a clearer view of them, and enables
it more clearly to see: their mugual rela-
tions, and occasions it to take more notice
of them.

Secondly, a true sense of the divine
excellency of the things of God’s word
more directly and immediately convinces
of the truth of them ; and that because the
excellency of these things is so superlative.
There is a beauty in them that is so divine
and godlike ; that is greatly and evidently
distinguishing of them from things merely
human, or that men are the inventors and
authors of ; a glory that is so high and
great, that, when clearly seen, commands
assent to their divinity and reality. When
there is an actual and lively discovery of
this beauty and excellency, it will not al-

low of any such thought as that it is a hu-
Ly
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man work, or the fruit of men’s invention.
This evidence, that they that are spiritu-
ally enlightened have, of the truth of the
things of religion, is a kind of intuitive
and immediate evidence. They believe
the doctrines of God’s word to be divine;*
because they see divinity in them ; i. e.
they see,a divine, and transcendent, and
most evidently distinguishing glory - in
them ; such a glory as, if clearly seen,
does not leave rcom to doubt of their be- .
ing of God, and not of men.

Such a conviction of the truth of reli-
gion as this, arising, these ways, from a
sense of the divine excellency of them, is
that true spiritual conviction that there
is in saving faith. And this original of
it, is that by which it is most essentially
distinguished from that common assent,
which unregenerate men are capable of,









