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OF 
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The Couft>rence convened with the church at BrilliaBt, 
Alabama, ot• Friday niP.:ht, before the 5th :->unday iu ~letr<:lt, 
1931, at 7:30. Owing to the heavy rain fall of that day ~wei 
11igtll, oulv a few Ministers were pn·sent for tbe opeui11~ 
!'e rv1c~. After a shvrt song service and ~ number of short 
pntyers. the couft·rence wc1s dismissed by the! President l0 
re-assemble at 8 C'O o'clocl< Saturday morning. 

-a­
Saturday's Session 

Saturday mornin~ at 8 o'clock, the t\linisters pre c:~tJt, 
met back ut the church. After scripture readiug hy M L 
Hollis and prayt-r by Rev. Eddie Hughes, the President, Re'. 
S. T Shute-.. pro( eeded with the business. The former Btc· 
retary, Rev. 0. C \Veaver, being absent, M. L. Hollis was 
appointfd by 1 he Pre-=ident to act as secretary pro tern until 
the body was fully organized. 

After the President had given his opening talk. the fo l· 
lowing rv1 inistPrs answered to tbe roll call: Revs. S T. 
Shutes, J. M. H~HlS, M L. Hollis, Eddie Hughes and the fol­
lowiua visitors: E. W. Graves and Rev. S. S. Kelle}', a 
young M i s~ion:.lry Baptist Minister. These visitors were 
welcom< d to sit with us in all our deliberations by the Pres· 
ident 1 he following committees were appointed; 



On Documents and Order of Business Revs. J M. Haas 
and Eddie Hughes with the assistance of the Presijent 

On Resolutions, Revs J. D. Byars, T. J. Adair a .1d A 
L Warren . The couferenct> was recessed for committee 
work. Talks were made on the ~ood of the order by sever · 
at Ministers. Rev. H T. Shutes g1ve his lecture on the 
Task of the Church. 

At eleven o'clock R~v . .J. M. Haas preached a good ser­
mon on the subject of the Holy Spirit and its Work . After 
preachin~. the Conference adjourned one hour for lunch 

At 1:00 P. M. the Conference was called together by 
the Presideut. Rev. S. ~ Kelley led the Devotional servt­
ces, prayer by Bro. E. W. Graves The following Ministers 
"arne in for the aftern oon session and their names were en­
rolled: Revs.]. D. Byars. T J. Adair, A. L Warreu and J. H. 
Potts. 

Proceeded to elect officers for the ensuiug year and the 
following were el t-cted: Rev J. D. Byars. President. Rev S 
T. Shutes. Vice p, esident at td M L. Holli~, ti ecretary. The 
newly elected Presideut took his seat and after sone very 
appropriate remarks. proct. t dt: d \\ ith the business. 

Called for 1 he rPport on Documents and order of busi­
ness. The report was read and adoptPd. See report. 
Called for report on Resolutions. This reDort was adopced 
See rPoort. The bustness was suspended for an address by 
Rev. E1die Hu~he~. Field St>cretarv for the TriState League 
Convention Aftl:.'r a song by the :eongregation, Rev. Hughes 
spoke to a large audu•nce of ei:Jrnest listeners on the subiect 
''Winoin~ the vounll to Christ.'' This address was greatly 
appreciated by all who heard it. The President expressed 
his appreciation and for the Ministers, for this wonderful 
message to the youth of our church, and for the great work 
that Bro. Hughes is doing amon~ our young people of the 
three states he represents, 

There was a move and second ttat the Secretary write 
all the clerks of the Associations iu Alabuma aud ask them 
to urge all their Ministers to attend the next session of this 
Conft!rence. Carried. At this time the meeting was thrown 
open for talks by different Ministers. Most all the Ministers 
made short talks on various subjects and the Spirit of Joy 
seemed to rest upon all present. Moved and second that 
Rev. S. T. Shutes prepare the program for the next confer­
ence. Carried . After soug and prayer the meeting adjouned 
to meet back at 7 o'clock, p. m. for preaching. 

At 7 p. m. a large crowd had ~athered back at the 
church. Som{'! 15 minutts wen~ spent in a very spiritual 
song service Bro. E. W. Gr<:tv :.-s conducted the devotional 
~ervices . At 7~30 Rev. J. D. Byars enrered the pulpit and 
preachec1 a wonderful sermon on the subject: · Ye must be 
bom again " 

- a- ­
Sunday Session. 

Sunday at 9:30 a. m a IMge crowd assemp.t{d for Suo. 
day Hchool. At 10;30 the Junior F W. B. League surprised 
the MitwHers witL& an excelleut pro~rdm gotten up under the 
dtrt>ctiou of lheir Superiuteud elH. ~Irs. Fields. The pro­
~ram was greatly enioyed by all pre-;eut. At 11 o' clock 

' R~v. S T. Shutes arrant!ed a lar~e choir that sang a number 
of ~ pirlt filled sOiags, after whi<·h Evnugelist J B. Bloss, of 
~lt. ~Jeusant, Teuu . • preached a soul stirwg ~ermou . Using 
as hts Tt-xt "Is it I?" At the close of the sermon there was 
a haud shakmg amid~t tears cwtl joy. Db missed by prayer 
!lY Rev G W. Franks Visitors ami \linisters greatly en­
J ~JYtd the good dinner prepared by the good people of Bril­
ltallt·Bostou. 



Afternoon Session 
-o-

At 2:00 p, m. the house was again fillerl to stR nding 
room, after a few songs and prayer. Rev. Eddif> Hughes 
preached a soul inspiring sermon, using .,s his subject. ''The 
bow of Promise " This message was greath' enjoyed by all. 

A short business session was held afl er which the cou­
gregation was dismissed by the J-'resident to meet witi• the 
Uniou Chapel Church, near Crossville, Ala., on 1he pike 
road between Vernon and Fayette, hegintting on F'rtday at 
7:00 p m , before the 5th Sunday in Januury, 1932. 

REV. J. D. BYARS, Pr r~iden t. 

R ICV. S T. SHUTES. Vice· Pre~ideut. 
REV. M. L HOLLIS, Seerett.~ry. 

Thr folio" ing Ministers were pre~P.!H ::~nd rc• qu e.,tt·d 
that tht-ir 11ames be listed as members oft i5 Co·1fe:eucP: 

Rev. J I 1. Byars, Mill oort A !1. 
Rev. S. T. Shutes. Veruon, Al11 
Rev. J. M, Haas, Tupelo, l\Ji:s:-<. 
l~ev ~1. L. Hvllis. Rerl Ba\', Ala. 
Rev. A. L \Varren, Brillianr, Ala. 
Rev T. J . 1\dair, Cordova .. \!a. 
Rev. Eddie Hughes Macon, Ca. 
Rev .. J. 8 Bloss. Mt PJeasa11r. Tenn. 
Rrv. G. W F'rau l<s, Cordova. t\IC::t. 
Rev. J R. Williams, Brillian t, A lei. 
Rev. Albert Melton, Florence, AIH. 

Out>-; <1l $1.00 t'H( h was paid in by the following Minis 
te r :-; Rt>·:s S. T. Slllltc s, J . B. Bloss, J. M. Haas, J. R. Wil­
l i :nn~. J. li. Pot s and M. L. Hollis. Others promised to 
s 'IJd i 11 dues. 

On Documents and Order of Business 
-O-

We, your Committee on Documents and order of Busi­
ness submit the followina : 

1, We recommend the usuC::tl order of business. 
2 That the Secretary superintend the publishing of the 

miuutes, and that be revise the Coustitution and Bv-LawR 
and put SC::tme iu minutes, further that he have five f$5.00] 
do!Jers for his services 

3. That the 1932 Session of this Conference be held with 
U UJ OU Chapel Church, 9 miles east of Veroou, Alabama, b :.>­
gituaing on Friday night before the 5th Sunday in January, 
1932, and that the President of the Conft>reoce preach the 
Introducmry sermon; that Rev. J, H. Potts be hi::~ alternate. 

4. That the President appoint a Program Committee. 
Respectfully submitted , 

J. ~1. Haos. Chairman. 
- 0 -

Resolutions. 
\Ve, your Committee on Resolutions beg to submit the 

followwg: 
1. We reccommend the usucJI order of business. 
2 Be it reso:ved by this Couference, that we express 

r ur ttlC::tllks and appreciation to tl; itlJallt-Boston Church and 
commuuity tor the hospitaJity and entertainment we have 
t::l•jo:, td during the setttiug of the CoufPrence. 

Respectfully submitt ed 
Rev. J.D. Byars, 
Rev. T. J AdrJir. 
Rev. A. L. Warn~u. Cvmrnittee. 



Constitution. 
-0-

1. This organization shall be known as the Alabama Min­
isterial Conference of Free Will Baptist. 

2. The ofri:!ers of this Conference shall consist of a Presi­
dent Vice· Presideu t and Secretary· Treasurer. 

3 This Conference shall be composed of licensed and or­
dAined ministers of the Original Free Will Baptist Church 
iu the State of Alabama, or ministers who are pastoring or 
doin~ special work among our churches iu Alabama, who 
ure of recognized standing, and teaching nn other doctriue 
than that taught by the Origiual Free Vv Ill BHptist, pro. 
vidt:d they apply For membership In s(iid Conference aud 
are accepted by same. 

4. Any minister. licensed ur ordaillPd, Hppl)iug for mem· 
hership in this Conference s hall be referr,,d to an investiga­
tiug committee, if said committe find him w,,n hy, he may 
become a member of the conftrence upou a fnvorable vole 
or two-thirds of the ministers present. 

5. A II mem b~rs shall be required to moke an annual re · 
port of their ministerial labors, aud repon to he placed i 1 
the minutes. 

6 ThE> duties of the President shall be to preside over 
each session, J,Jrtserve order. govern the l>ody accordiu~ to 
parliameutrv usages, auti such other dutks bdJu~ing t1> 
said d!ice. 

7. fllr dutit>s vf the Vice President ~ll dl he liJe Sdllle nS 
that of the Pre~ldt.ul iu lais absence .. 

8. The duties of tiH· Recordwg Secretary -.l~tJ I I h~ tu keeJ.) 
au accurate record ol the 1 ntttSd(:ri •>us ot 1 lit' C '"f r .= llCc rll .d 
pre~-erve S>' !llf', ttr •d to keep all vc.lueible tltJc'tiiiJt'IIIS, at 1d t J 

surrelldor sa111e to hr" suc<:essor 111 uffic .. . aud et!!'IO wheu ac: · 

ing a<:> t.re::tsurer, he ~hal l hold all mone-y belonging to th ~ 
Coufert'IICe. H~ shall Mlso keep a coried recvrd of same 
aud make a report ro the Conference aunually. He shall 
on 'y pay out s -:~ i.d money ""hen ordered by tl)e C mf· r nee 
lo do so. 

9. This Canst it u tion ruay be ameoded or at:ded to by a 
It gal vote of the majority of the membees at any re£ular 
~ession, provided said amendment be presented in writing to 
the Conference five hours prior to the takin~ of the vote. 

- 0-
By-Laws 

1. This organiza tion shall meet annually at s~c~ time. as 
may be desi£nated by the body, and shall rem am m sesswn 
li!Jtll ~:dl the business is transacted, and as long thereafter 
tiS the organizatiou may see fit. 

2. Membersnip in this organization she.!! be dependent ou 
couditious as stated in the Con'ititution, and in addition, the 
payment of au annual fee of $1 00. The disbursement of 
such funds shall he left to the di'lcretion of the Conference. 

3. Any member failing to pay said dues without a val~d 
excuse for such fetilure, shall be excluded from membership 
at:d from participating in the benefits of this Conference. 

4 . .\ny member desiring to speak on any subject before 
the body, shall anse, address the presiding offtcer and be 
recuguized by him before he shall proceed. 

5. No mem)er shall speak m'>re than twice ou a1y sub­
ject, without permission from the body . 

6. Any member using slang or m~king cutting remarks 
ou any subject, before this body, shall be silenced and seat­
ed by the chair, 

7. These Bv Laws may be amended or added to in the 
same way as the Consti tution. 



Form of Application Blank 
-(J-

. 
I hereby make application to become a member of The 

Alabama Ministerial Conference. PromisinJ;!. if admit ted, 
to be loyal to same and to abide by the Constitution and de­
cisions of the Conference. 

I hold Memberhip in the- - - ---------- ----- - ------

----------------____ ----·-- ------ -------- __ Association. 

~arne------------------------- ------ ----------

Postoffice------------------------ ---------- -- --

The above is an invitt:~tion to YOU to b?come a member 
of this Conference. Fill in thE> blanks And mail RHme to Sec· 
retary, and be present at our next meeting, on Fritlay m~ht. 
before the 5th Sunday in JAnuary, 1932. 

-0-
0rder of Business. 

1. Devotional snvice and introductory sermon. 
Calling the CouferencP. to order 

3. Calling roll and reading of minutes. 
4. Election of cfflcers. 
!), 

6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 

AppoiPI ment of Committees. 
Untinished Business. 
New Business. 
Miscellaneous Business. 
Report of Committees. 
Report of Treasurer. 
Adjournment. 

I 
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