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Minutes of the 
Seventy-Fifth Annual Session 

of the 
Albemarle Conference 

.of 
Original Free Will Baptists 

held at 
Hickory Chapel Original Free Will Baptist Church 

Ahoskie, NC 

October 9, 2019 

Officers for the Years 2017-19 
Moderator: The Reverend AI Markuson 

Assistant Moderator: The Reverend Royce Reynolds 
Clerk: Mrs. Shirley Pelletier 

Assistant Clerk: Mrs. Kathy Markuson 
Treasurer: Mr. Lloyd Jones, Jr. 

Executive Committee 
The Executive Committee is composed of the general officers of the Conference, chair of the Board of Trustees, 
chair of the Board of Ordination, and the chair of the Board of Missions. 

Board of Trustees 
Mr. Wayne Britt {2019) Mr. James Cahoon (2020) 

Mrs. Carolyn Reynolds {2021) 

Board of Ordination 
The Reverend David Pooser {2019) The Reverend Keith Pelletier (2020) 
The Reverend Jim Skipper (2021) The Reverend AI Markuson {2022) 

The Reverend Royce Reynolds {2023) 

Board of Missions 
Mrs. Lucy Jones {2019) Mrs. Carolyn Reynolds {2020 

Mrs. Sarah Parker {2021) Mr. Richard Paul {2022) 
Mr. Wayne Britt {2023) 

Ordained Ministers 
Jonathan Best 1200 NE Miami Gardens Dr. Apt 904W Absent 

North Miami Beach, FL 33179 
David Furlough PO Box 533, Columbia NC 27925 Present 
Raymond Lagcher 19225 US HWY 64 East, Pinetown, NC 27865 Absent 
AI Markuson 5993 NC HWY 32 South, Plymouth, NC 27962 Present 
Tony Parrish 4961 Free Union Church Rd, Pinetown NC 27865 Present 
Keith A. Pelletier 195 Gus Town Road, Creswell, NC 27928 Present 
David Pooser 5580 Sidney Road Belhaven, NC 27810 Present 
Royce L. Reynolds PO Box 22, Columbia, NC 27925 Present 
Jim Skipper 2883 Porter Road, Greenville, NC 27834 Absent 
John Mark Windley PO Box 102, Pinetown, NC 27865 Present 
David Young 1159 Mount Tabor Rd, Creswell NC 27928 Present 
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Proceedings 

The 75th annual session of the Albemarle Conference of Original Free Will Baptists was held at Hickory 
Chapel Original Free Will Baptist Church in Ahoskie, North Carolina on Wednesday October 9, 2019, with the 
Reverend AI Markuson moderating. 

The session convened at 9:30A.M. with the singing of the hymn "There's Something About That Name" led 
by Brother Lloyd Jones Jr., with Sister Lucy Jones serving as pi~nist. The morning devotion was brought by The_ 
Reverend Royce Reynolds, speaking from Proverbs 27:1. He used the scripture passage to help set the tone for the 
day's proceedings. He encouraged the congregation to be busy about God's work by making it a PRIORITY in all that 
we do. He then led the session in prayer. The moderator recognized Sister Sarah Jane Parker of the host church for 
the welcome. Brother Lloyd Jones, Jr. gave the response thanking Hickory Chapel Church for their invitation and 
hospitality. 

The session was called to order by the clerk Sister Shirley Pelletier using the call to order established by the· 
late Brother Oscar Webster, "1, Shirley Pelletier, clerk of the Albemarle Conference of Original Free Will Baptists, do 
declare the 75th Annual Session of the Conference is now officially in session; for prayer and praise to God, for the 
preaching of His Word, and for the transaction of any business pertinent to the ongoing business of said conference. 
May God to our good and His Glory bless our coming together. The Reverend AI Markuson now presiding." The 
moderator presented the program for the annual session. A motion to approve the program as presented was made 
by The Reverend Keith Pelletier, seconded by Brother Lloyd Jones, Jr. The motion was duly voted and passed. 

The moderator called The Reverend David Young, The Reverend John Mark Windley and The Reverend Tony 
Parrish to the front of the sanctuary as candidates for membership with the Albemarle Conference. Upon 
confirmation of their good standing in their respective Conferences, all three are eligible for membership. A motion 
by Brother Lloyd Jones, Jr. was made to accept these three men into membership, seconded by The Reverend Royce 
Reynolds. The motion was duly voted and passed and the three Pastors were welcomed into the Albemarle 
Conference. 

The moderator called for the roll call of churches. There were ten churches with delegates present. 
Churches present included First Plymouth, Free Union, Hickory Chapel, Malachi Chapel, Mt. Tabor, Mt. Zion, Sidney, 
Sound Side, Trinity, and Union Chapel. The moderator called for the roll call of ministers. There were eight (8) 
ministers present and three (3) ministers absent. Visiting ministers were recognized; they included: The Reverend 
Bobby Taylor, The Reverend Harold Jones, The Reverend Ronnie Taylor, The Reverend Tim Heath, The Reverend Neal 
Cox, The Reverend Richard Cuddington, The Reverend Gary Bailey, and The Reverend David Currie. 

The moderator, The Reverend AI Markuson, brought the moderator's address from Philippians 3:12-14. He 
spoke about Paul the Apostle, and Paul's charge to "press toward the prize of Jesus Christ." He encouraged the 
congregants to "Rise up and fight the good fight and finish the race for the work of Our Lord, Jesus Christ." In honor 
of the 75th Anniversary of the Albemarle Conference, the moderator presented attendees with a gift: a pen, magnet, 
notepad and 2020 calendar planner in remembrance of the day. The moderator recognized Sister Sandi White of 
Hickory Chapel Church who shared several highlights from the past 75 years in celebration of the 75th Anniversary 
of the Albemarle Conference's service to the region. 

Brother Lloyd Jones, Jr. led the session in singing an offertory hymn, "Trust in Jesus." The Reverend John 
Mark Windley led the offertory prayer. Reverend John Mark Windley and Brother Andrew Pelletier served as ushers. 

The moderator appointed the following temporary committees. Sister Lynn Paul and Sister Kathy Cahoon 
were appointed to the Memorial Committee. The Reverend Keith Pelletier and The Reverend David Furlough were 
appointed to the Resolutions Committee. 
The moderator opened the floor for the presentation of reports: 

Conference Reports were presented from the following: 

• Executive Committee, Sister Shirley Pelletier, Clerk 
• Trustees, No Report 
• Board of Ordination, The Reverend Royce Reynolds reported on the work of the Board. 
• Board of Missions, Brother Santiago Arias reported on the Mt. Sinai Mission and his work in Aurora and 

Plymouth 

• Albemarle Youth District, No Report 
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Denominational Ministry Reports were presented from the following: 

• Conventio~ of Original Free Will Baptists by The Reverend Gary Bailey 

• Executive Committee by Sister Kathy Cahoon 
• Children's Home by Brother Gary Lee 

• Cragmont by The Reverend Neal Cox 
• Church Planting & Renewal by The Reverend David Currie 

• Free Will Baptist Press by Darren Davenport 

• Foreign Missions by The Reverend Harold Jones 

• University of Mount Olive by The Reverend Neal Cox 
• Retirement Homes by The Reverend Ronnie Taylor 

• Christian Education by Sister Gail Heath 
• Camp Vandemere by Brother Richard Allen 

• Women's Auxiliary by Sister Sandi White 

After a short intermission, the Conference continued with the Business Session. The Moderator, The Reverend AI 
Markuson asked to be excused for the purpose of a funeral at his home church and Assistant Moderator, The 
Reverend Royce Reynolds presided over the remainder of the Conference. 

Vacant Officer and Board positions were announced, and the Moderator asked for nominations from the floor. The 
following appointments were made either by nomination or volunteer and accepted by acclamation being duly 
voted upon: 

Moderator: The Reverend Royce Reynolds (2020-2022) 
Assistant Moderator: The Reverend AI Markuson (2020-2022) 
Clerk: The Reverend John Mark Windley (2020-2022) 
Assistant Clerk: Sister Lynn Paul (2020-2022) 
Board ofTrustees: The ReverendJim Skipper (2021) 
Board of Missions: Brother Andrew Pelletier (2023) 
Board of Ordination: The Reverend David Furlough (2023) 

The Moderator asked for the Treasurer's report which was given by Brother Lloyd Jones, Jr. He reported a General 
Fund balance of $3,973.10 and a Mission's Fund Balance of $11,103.96.11. Brother Jones moved that the report be 
accepted and the motion for acceptance was seconded. There was a question raised regarding the purpose of the 
Mission Fund. Brother Lloyd Jones, Jr. treasurer explained that the funds proceeds were earmarked for Mission 
work within the Albemarle Conference as needed. Being no further discussion the treasurer's report was accepted 
as presented. 

The Moderator called for old business: 

• The Belhaven Church property is currently for sale and any interested party should contact Brother Lloyd 
Jones, Jr. 

The Moderator then called for new business and there was none. 

A motion was made by Brother Lloyd Jones. Jr., seconded by The Reverend Keith Pelletier and passed to close the 
business session. 

The Conference Worship Service began with Brother Lloyd Jones, Jr. leading the session in singing "He Keeps Me 
Singing." The Choir from the host church provided special music, singing "0 Lamb of God." The Moderator then 
introduced The Reverend David Young, Pastor of Mt. Tabor OFWB Church, Creswell, NC to bring the Worship 
Message. The Reverend Young spoke from 1 Thessalonians 2:1. He spoke on the "Roll of the Pastor", using Paul the 
Apostle as the example. He encouraged pastors in attendance to "stick with the stuff (gospel.)" He ended by asking 
those in attendance to be bold about the gospel. The Reverend Young closed with prayer. 
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The Conference Memorial Service was led by Sister Lynn Paul who used 1 Corinthians 15:55-57 for scripture 
reading and recognized the names of six deceased members. Sister Kathy Cahoon led the session in prayer for those 
being remembered who included: Brother Octavious Wallace, Jr., Sister Sally Matthews, Sister Doris Rodrick, Brother 
Hubert Jackson, Brother Phil Armstrong, Jr. and Brother Wesley Spencer. 

The Moderator called for the Resolutions Committee report which was given by The Reverend Keith 
Pelletier. Two resolutions were presented (see Resolution Committee Report) for acceptance, seconded and duly 
voted upon and passed. 

The Moderator recognized The Reverend John Mark Windley, who led the Conference in the closing prayer 
and blessing of the meal. The Conference then enjoyed lunch and fellowship with the host church. 

Respectfully Submitted: 
Shirley T. Pelletier, Clerk 
Rev. AI Markuson, Moderator 
Rev. Royce Reynolds, Asst. Moderator 

Albemarle Conference Executive Committee Report 

Sunday, April 7, 2019 

The Executive Committee met briefly following the Annual Conference Revival at Union Chapel FWB Church, 

Plymouth, NC for the purpose of determining a convenient date to meet to address several items. Upon mutual 

agreement, the Executive Committee will meet on Thursday evening, April11, 2019 at Mt. Zion FWB Church, Roper 

NC at 6:00pm. 

In attendance: The Reverends AI Markuson, Royce Reynolds, and Keith Pelletier, Brothers Lloyd Jones Jr. and 

Wayne Britt, and Sister Shirley Pelletier. 

Shirley Pelletier, Clerk 
Rev. AI Markuson, Moderator 

Thursday, Aprilll, 2019 6:00 pm 

The Executive Committee met at Mt. Zion Church, Roper NC. Brother Lloyd Jones, Jr. opened with prayer. 

Items for discussion: 
• April16, 2019 Pine Level FWB Church meeting .... attending will be Brother Lloyd Jones, Jr., The Reverend 

AI Markuson, The Reverend Royce Reynolds, and possibly The Reverend Jim Skipper. 
• Discussion regarding· concerns amid rumors of proposed revisions to portions of the OFWB Covenant, 

Articles of Faith, Constitution and Bylaws, specifically around the wording pertaining to "from all sanction 
of the use and sale of intoxicating beverages" 

• General feeling of group is that any wording regarding alcohol should not be changed. 
• Group consensus that the current Covenant has been passed down as our heritage, and as such valid 

concerns exist for any changes 
• The Reverend AI Markuson distributed copies of the Convention Executive Committee's proposed 

constitutional amendments for review prior to May 2019 Convention. There were concerns about the late 
date for suggesting changes to the Constitution and Bylaws along with the resulting lack of time for 
delegates to consider any such changes, as well as the process for such changes. 

• All these issues require lots of prayer. 
Other items discussed: 
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Brother Lloyd Jones, Jr. asked the Moderator, The Reverend AI Markuson to inquire of the Convention if there were 
any type of consolidated letters/reports available to reduce the burden of paperwork for clerks reporting to both 
the Conference and Convention. 

St. Paul OFWB Church, Elizabeth City, NC has made a request to withdraw from the Albemarle Conference and the 
Denomination via a November 19, 2018 email and letter. 

Belhaven Property- Brother Lloyd Jones, Jr. is still working on disposition of said property. 

75th Annual Conference will be held Oct. 9, 2019. Upon request, Hickory Chapel OFWB Church, Ahoskie NC will host 
the conference. The Executive Committee will consider methods of acknowledgment of the 75th Anniversary and 
discussed possible means. 
Brother Lloyd Jones, Jr. made a motion to adjourn, seconded by The Reverend Royce Reynolds. The Reverend AI 
Markuson dosed with prayer. 

In attendance: Brother Lloyd Jones, Jr., The Reverend Keith Pelletier, The Reverend Royce Reynolds, Sister Shirley 
Pelletier, 
The Reverend AI Markuson and Brother Wayne Britt 

Shirley Pelletier, Clerk 
Rev. AI Markuson, Moderator 

September 3, 2019 6:00 pm 

The Executive Committee met at Mt. Zion Church, Roper, NC for the purpose of planning the upcoming 75th. Annual 
Session of the Albemarle Conference to be held at Hickory Chapel, OFWB Church, Ahoskie NC on October 9, 2019. 
The session will convene at 9:30 a.m. The Reverend AI Markuson called the meeting to order and The Reverend 
Royce Reynolds opened with prayer. The Conference Program was discussed and planned accordingly. There will be 
three (3) Board Positions to be replaced and all Officer Positions will need to be filled at the Conference. 

The Reverend AI Markuson shared that The Reverend David Young has met with the Ordaining Council and was given 
Ordination Credentials in the Albemarle Conference. The Reverend Young has requested membership with the 
Conference. After discussion, The Reverend Royce Reynolds made a motion to accept The Reverend David Young 
into membership of the Conference. Brother Wayne Britt seconded the motion which was duly voted and passed 
unanimously. The Reverend Young will be notified of his acceptance and his membership will be duly recognized by 
the right hand of fellowship at the Conference. 

There was a motion by Sister Shirley Pelletier that the Moderator and/or his designee be allowed to use up to 
$400.00 of Conference funds for the purpose of purchasing tokens of remembrance for Conference attendees in 
recognition of the Conference's 75th Anniversary. The Reverend Royce Reynolds seconded the motion. After 
discussion of ideas, the motion was duly voted and passed. 

The Executive Committee directed the derk to report to the Convention office the number. of information packets 
needed for the Conference. The derk was instructed to ask that the Convention encourage Denominational Ministry 
Directors to be in attendance as this would be a time of celebration of 75 years of service to the Albemarle Area. 

There was a reminder that the minutes of the Conference session will be recorded and presented to the Executive 
Committee for approval at a later date following Conference. 

Other items discussed: 
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• Brother Lloyd Jones, Jr. made a motion, seconded by Brother Wayne Britt that The Reverend Royce 

Reynolds attempt to investigate the deed of property for the St. Paul property in Elizabeth City. Duly voted 

and passed. The Reverend Reynolds will report back to the Executive Committee. 

• Upon request from the Convention President to The Reverend AI Markuson, a motion was made by Sister 

Shirley Pelletier that The Reverend AI Markuson 'and The Reverend Royce Reynolds be named as 

representatives from the Albemarle Conference to the Committee established at .the May 2019 OFWB 

Convention to consider revisions to the OFWB Covenant and Articles of Faith. Brother Wayne Britt seconded 

the motion. After discussion, the motion was duly voted and passed. 

• The Reverend AI Markuson also discussed the potential for the Albemarle Conference to have an online 

presence via web page or newsletter on the OFWB Convention's webpage. The Executive Committee 

discussed the potential and will move forward as information becomes available. 

The Albemarle Conference Ministerial Fellowship will meet on September 23, 2019 at 6:00pm at the Golden Skillet 
Restaurant in Plymouth, NC. All ministers will be notified and invited by letter. 

After a time of announcements and prayer requests, the meeting was adjourned with prayer by Brother Wayne Britt. 

In attendance: The Reverend AI Markuson, The Reverend Royce Reynolds, Brother Lloyd Jones, Jr., Sister Shirley 
Pelletier, The Reverend Keith Pelletier, Brother Wayne Britt. 

Shirley Pelletier, Clerk 
Rev. AI Markuson, Moderator 

Board of Ordination Report 

The Board of Ordination of the Albemarle Conference met at Union Chapel FWB Church on August 20, 2019 at 11:00 
a.m. The purpose of this meeting was to examine Rev. David Alan Young for clearance to pastor Mt. Tabor FWB 
Church In the Albemarle Conference. After oral examination had taken place by the board members, a motion was 
made to issue a one-year ordination certificate to Rev. Young that would become permanent at the end of that year 
if all is in order at that time. The motion with a second was passed by vote of the board members. 

Another motion was made after a discussion concerning the need of having fellowship meeting for the ministers 
serving in the Albemarle Conference. This motion read as follows: Motion to start a minister's fellowship meeting 
for all the ministers serving in the Albemarle Conference. The motion met with a second and was passed by vote of 
the board members. It was decided to have our first fellowship meeting on September 23, 2019 at 6:00 pm at the 
Golden Skillet Restaurant in Plymouth, NC. 

Note: The first fellowship meeting was held as scheduled and we had six ministers present. Our next fellowship 
meeting will be scheduled for January 2020. 

Respectfully submitted; 
, Rev. Royce Reynolds, Chair 
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Treasurer's Report 

General Fund 
Brought forward from 2018 
Amount received after Conference 
Amount received from churches 
Amount received in Conference offering 
Total Received 
Amount Paid Out 
Balance in General Fund 

Mission Fund 
Brought forward from 2017 
Amount received during year 
Bank Interest 
Total Received 

Respectfully Submitted: 
Lloyd Jones, Jr., Treasurer 

$4211.56 
19.24 

472.20 
262.00 

$4965.30 
- 982.20 
$3983.10 

$11095.11 
0 

8.85 
$11103.96 

Resolutions Committee Report to the 2019 Albemarle Conference 

Resolution One 

Whereas, every living member of the Churches of the Albemarle Conference of Original Free Will Baptists has freely 

entered into a Covenant relationship with God and with each other\ and 

Whereas by accepting the Original Free Will Baptist Church Covenant we covenant to abstain ... "from all sanction 

of the use and sale of intoxicating beverages"\ and 

Whereas, any attempt to alter, abandon or make optional our adherence to the Original Free Will Baptist Church 

Covenant would put us, and every living Original Free Will Baptist, in the position of breaking our own covenant with 

God and with each other, and 

Whereas, an estimated 88,000 Americans die from alcohol related causes annually, making alcohol the third leading 

preventable cause of death2, and 

Whereas in 2010, alcohol misuse cost the United States $249 billion2, and 

Whereas, behaviors and attitudes developed by youth and young adults influence them for a lifetime, and 

Whereas, more than 10 percent of U.S. children live with a parent with an alcohol problem 2, and 

Whereas researchers estimate that, in the U.S., 1825 college students die annually from alcohol related 

unintentional accidents, 696,000 college students are assaulted annually by another student who has been drinking, 

97,000 students annually report alcohol related sexual assault or rape, and 1 in 4 college students report academic 

consequences from drinking2
, and 

Whereas, every 50 minutes in the United States a person dies in a motor vehicle crash involving an alcohol impaired 

driver3
, and 

Whereas, in 2016 one million American drivers were arrested for driving under the influence of alcohol 3, and 
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Whereas, in 2016 one-hundred-eleven million Americans self-reported driving while under the influence of alcohol3, 

and 

Whereas, no one plans to abuse alcohol, become dependent on alcohol or to become alcoholic4, and 

Whereas, the distinction between use and abuse of alcohol is a subjective measure and is different and unpredictable 
for each individual, and 

Whereas, for some people the only way to avoid alcohol abuse, dependency, alcoholism or other negative alcohol 
related outcomes is to never take their first drink4

, and 

Whereas, many Original Free Will Baptists have personal experience, or knowledge and anecdotal evidence of the 
negative effect of alcohol use on themselves, their families, churches and communities, 

Therefore, Be It Resolved that the Albemarle Conference of Original Free Will Baptists opposes, rejects and 
condemns any effort to allow any "sanction of the use and sale of intoxicating beverages" to be accepted or 
permitted among Original Free Will Baptists. 

1The Articles of Faith and Principles of Church Government for Original Free Will Baptists 
2Nationallnstitute of Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism www.niaaa.nih.gov 
3Centers for Disease Control and Prevention www.cdc.gov 
4Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation www.hazeldenbettyford.org 

Resolution Two 

Whereas, the Seventy-fifth Annual Session of the Albemarle Conference of Original Free Will Baptists has been a 
blessed and rewarding time for all in attendance, and 

Whereas, the success of the session is due in great part to the hospitality and graciousness of the congregation of 
Hickory Chapel FWB Church, 

Therefore, Be It Resolved that the Conference give a rising vote of thanks to the congregation of Hickory Chapel FWB 
Church for their generous hospitality. 

Respectfully Submitted; 
Rev. Keith Pelletier 
Rev. Da'vid Furlough 
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Membership Gained Lost Membership Average Average 
Church onference Jan.1,2019 Active Inactive Baptism Letter Other Peceased Letter Other Dec.31,2019 SS Memb. SSAttnd. M.W. 

First, Plynuuth Albemarle 
Free Union Albemarle 261 100 161 0 0 0 2 0 0 259 40 25 65 
Gum Neck Albemarle 
Hickory Chapel Albemarle 

Malchrs Chapel Albemarle 35 21 14 0 2 2 3 1 0 35 19 15 25 
Mt. Tabor Albemarle 121 35 86 0 2 0 1 0 0 123 23 23 29 
Mt. Zion Albemarle 86 10 76 0 0 0 1 0 0 86 9 7 11 
Shiloh Albemarle 
Sidney Albemarle 

Sound Side Albemarle 181 95 86 4 3 0 0 0 0 188 45 41 80 
Trinity Albemarle 25 10 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 0 8 25 
Union Chapel Albemarle 
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Gained L_ost_~ Membership Average Average 

Church onference Jan.1,2019 Active Inactive ~ptism Letter Other Deceased Letter Other Dec. 31,2019 SS Memb. SSAttnd. M.W. 
Bethel Cape Fear 95 45 50 2 1 3 143 87 60 74 
Blended Fellow ship Cape Fear 98 3 3 1 2 28 70 45 
Broken Wing Fellow shi Cape Fear 
Casey's Chapel Cape Fear 58 58 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 57 0 20 40 
Covenant Cape Fear 
Daly's Chapel Cape Fear 53 23 30 0 1 0 0 0 0 54 8 8 18 
Faith Cape Fear 87 48 39 1 2 0 0 0 20 70 87 60 65 
First. Goldsboro Cape Fear 
First, Srrithfield Cape Fear 62 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 62 62 36 36 
Haynuunt Cape Fear 
Hopewell Cape Fear 211 1 1 0 2 3 0 208 65 43 72 
Johnston Union Cape Fear 
Lanw ood Chapel Cape Fear 
Lee's Chapel Cape Fear 319 319 0 3 0 0 3 0 0 319 65 65 109 
llt1t.Oiive Cape Fear 
Oak Grove Cape Fear -1 

Palmer lv1enurial Cape Fear 20 0 20 0 1 0 0 0 3 18 15 11 14 
Pleasant Grove Cape Fear 75 0 75 0 0 0 0 0 0 75 0 0 60 
Powhatan Cape Fear 126 126 0 0 0 6 4 1 0 127 100 75 105 
Riverside Cape Fear 75 42 33 0 0 0 1 0 0 74 40 23 50 
Robert's Grove Cape Fear 
Shady Grove Cape Fear 249 70 179 0 0 0 3 0 0 246 50 50 60 
S111frna Cape Fear 
Snow Hill Cape Fear 
St. Mary's Grove Cape Fear 195 94 101 7 0 0 0 1 0 201 71 44 80 
St. Paul Cape Fear 
Steven's Chapel Cape Fear 92 50 42 0 0 0 1 0 0 91 18 10 46 
Tee's Chapel Cape Fear 461 461 0 2 4 0 4 0 0 463 145 96 270 


