MENUTES
of the

Flrst Freewall Bapé:ns!: Assoelamﬂn

@ﬁ Amzmna L

Proceedings of the Orgamzatmnal SGS.::IOI]. |
Convered at Casa Grande Amzona Aprll 3 1954

The next Session will meet with thé' Casa Grande C'hﬁrch
at West Ninth Strest, Buﬂdmg Number 105, beglnmng on
Friday Night, June 4, 1954.

"I 'Officc_rS‘Eiééted o

Moderator ___. ...... | ——- Rev. Ezra Edwards
At Stone and Fort Lowell Tucson, Arizona,

Assistant Moderator e ReV. M. W. Atkerson“
EBOX 568 Stanfleld Arlzona

| ~_-._Cler°k Ff[‘l:‘efsl,sulﬁer Mrs Becky chkman
Box \102 Sa,hma,mta Arlzona T .

Executive Board

“Rev. M. W. AtKerson ..o Temporary
‘Box 568, Sba,nfleld Arizona. B

f-

Rev. Ezra Edwards R Temporary
At Stone and F't. Lowell, Tucson ‘Arizona

'f"iRev B. W. Hutchlson Jr e *Tiempora,ry
5815 S. Stewart Blve., Tucson, Arlzona



- Order of Business

.1 iIntroductory Sermon

House called to order by Moderator
‘Letters called for, read and received
Right hand of fellowehlp and seatmg of delegates
. [Eliection of officers

Petitionary lecters called for
" Reading Rules of Order

Invite visiting [crethren to seats in council

Appointmet of Committees

Unfinished blLalIlESS

New business

Reports of committees

Miscellaneous business

GHI—l .
; HPSQPO:‘*‘S”U":F"P’E\’

—
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Rules of Order

1. [The Moderator or Assistant Moderator or in their ab-
sence the oldest minister present shall call the Association in-
to conference.

2. 'Each session shall be opened and closed with prayer.

3,  Five members from two or more churches shall consti-
tuce a quorum. ‘A less number may adjourn until such quo-
.rum i3 present.

4. Vlsmng brethren are invited to seats as advisory mem-
bers. | |

5. Those who speak shall arize and address the Moderator.
ersonal reflection shall ‘be avolded in all debates.

6. Tf any proposition or motion under debate contains two
“or more points, it shall be divided at the reauest of any mem-.
bar and a vote taken. |

7. Motions made a.n-d lost shall not be recorded.

8. No one shall speak more than twice on the same subject
without gpecial leave of the Moderator.

9- The Mcderator shall not allow discussions when not car-
ried on in @ Christian spirit.

10. The ruling of the Moderator may be overruled by a two-
thirds majority membership voting.

11. WNo question from any church shall come under the con-
~sideration of the Association unless it has ifirst been discussed
in 1ts own Church. .

- 12. At each Association arra.ngements shall be made to in-
sure two or more sermons or their equlvalent devotional -ex-
ercises each day. - - f



- Proceedings :

" The Casa Grande, (Arizon‘a; c~urch and the Tucson ';¢1r1ur'_ch
met in 503.43'5; Grande for '-th{e' "'puz'*jpo?sé of organizing an Asso
ciation. The meeting c-or}véned' at 10:00 A. M. on April 3, 1954
Services opeaed with fv-ingin'g and a portion of God's fv?afd
was read by Idder J. L. Waltman (Jo‘m 14: 1 through 23).
- Prayer was led by Brother German. Called to order b y Mo-

’dcmtor Letters called for and 1cad. Letters rer:elved an:l

_de1e°‘ate.., se:x,:,ed VlSltOI‘;:: welcomed by *Moderator

 Eloction of Officers

._Moderator eemmomemmcmeanas e omemcmemmmccneamanens Rev. Ezfa Edwards
Ass’t. Moderator oo - Rev. M. W. Atkersan
Clerk - Treasurer ... e Mr3s Becky Hickman

| Temporary. Fxccutive *anrd | |
Rev. M. V. Atkerson, Rev. Ezra Edwards Rev B W Hat—
c¢hison, Jr.
| Thg Delegates chose as the name for their new Association
the “First Freewill Baptist Association -of Arizona. “Consti-
titution and By-Laws read by M'Qf-derator and accepted by Le-
legates. ‘Adjourned for lunch which was graciously served

'by Casa Grande Church.

'1:00 P. M. Meeting reconvened and ;éér’viée__,é began with sing-
ing led by Brother Russ and pra,yér. Each Church represen-
ted gave $10.00 for the printing of the Minutes. Busine:s
being concluded the Meeting closed With singing and Chris-
tian handsake. The minutes were read and-*ap-proved and Mo-

tion was made to Adjourn, carried. Closing prayer by Rev.
| MW Atkerson. = | o R

. \\-

Rev. Ezra Edwards, Mod.
| B-e-cky Hickman, Clerk



Articles gf.llj‘aith

1. The Bible. We believe the scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments were given by the inspiration of God, and are
aur infallible rule of faith and practice. Matt. 22:29, Mark
15:28: John 5:39; John 2:22: John 7:38; Acts 1:16; Acts 8:35;

Acts 18: 28 Rom 15: 4. Ga,l 1:8; II Tim. 3: 16-17 II Peter
1:12; 20-21.

2 God. We believe there are three persons in the Godhead,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and that all things were created
by them. L. John 5:7; Gen. ch. 1 and 2; Ex. 20: 9-11: Psalms
33:6; Jer. 51;15; John 1 1 3;Acts 14: 14-17 I Cor. 8:5-6; Eph.
3 8-18 Col. 1-9-17 Rev. 4:9-11.

3. Ma;n'._. We believe that God created man innocent, but
by disobedience he fell into a state of sin and death. His
‘posterity, therefore inherited a fallen nature of such tenden-
~ cies that all who come to the years of accountability, sin and
become guilty before God. Gen. 2:15-17; Gen. 3:14-19; Isa.
53:6; Rom.  5: 12-15 1 Cor. 15:21,22; Gal. 3: 22;1 John 1:10.

4. (Children Saved. We beliéve that children are torn in
- a saved state and we must beccme like unto them if we enter
into the Kingdom of Heaven.

'Mat 18 23: Luke 18 16,17

5. General Atonement. We belleve that Christ died for all
and whosoaver will may be savd. Matt. 28; 19,20. Luke 24:
' 45-47: John 3:16; I Tim. 2:1-6; Titus 2:11; Heh. 2:9; II Peter
3:9: T John 2:1,2; Rev. 22:17.

6. Terms of Salvation. We believe the terms of Salva-
~tion, are: 1st. Repentance or sincere sorrow for sin and a
hearty renunciation of it. 2nd. Faith or the unreserved com-
‘mittal of one’s self to God through faith in ChI']St with a pur-
pose to love and through faith in Christ with a purpose to
love and obey EHim in all things. Luke 14:25-27; Luke 24:45
+47: John 3:16; Acts 10:43; Acts 15:8,9; Acts 16:31: Rom. 5:

1,2; Rom. 10:8-13; Gal. 3:26; Eph.2:8,9; Heb. 11;6.



7. Divine Call to the Ministry. We believe that God in
_Hls wisdom and goodness displays His power of Grace in a
great degree in calling and qualifying His servants by the
teaching of the Holy Spirit to go forth and proclalm life and

salvation. Yet those.who are called are commanded to study
~ to show themselves approved unto God, etc John 5:39; John
1:16,17; Acts 18:27,28: Acts 20:28: Acts 22:14,15; Rom. 10
:14,15; Gal. 1:11-23; TT Tim. 2:15; Titus 1:7-9. |

8. The Church. We believe that the church of God or
Christ is the whole bo-'&y of Christians throughout the world.

Matt. 16:18; Acts 2:46,47: 1 Cor. 12 5;1-3-20; Eph. 1:22,23;
Col- 1:18-24: 1 Tim. 3:14,15; Heb. 3:6; Eph. 4 :4-6.

9. A Church of God. We believe that a church of God is
an organized body of believers in Christ who statedly asem-
 ble to worship God and keep the Ordinances of the Gospel ac-
cording to the Scriptures Matt. 18:15-17; Matt. 28-1820; Acts
8:1; Acts 13:1-3; Acts 14:23; Rom. 16:1-5; I Cor. 11:12; ICor.

- 11:23-48; I Cor. 16: 19 Col 4:15, 16 Tltus 1: 5 I Peter 5 13

Rev. 1:11.

b

'10. Ordinances. We believe that Baptism, Communion and

~ {feat washing are Gospel Ordinances and should be obsarved
by the people of God- Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke
22:18,20; John 13:4-13; Matt. 28:19,20; Acts 2:41; Acts 8:12;
~ Acts 8:35-33; Acts 9:18; Acts 10:47,48; Acts 16:33; I Cor.
- 11:23-26; 1 Tim. 5:9,19.

11. Baptism. We believe that immersion in the scriptural'
mode of baptism. Matt. 3:5,6; Mat. 3:13- 17, Mark 1: 5-11
,John3 22:23; Acts 8:36-39; Rom. 6:3,4. |

_.;12 Open Commumon We beheve that the Lord’s people a,re
one in Him, therefore should be on at HIS tablee John 15: D
- John 17:11-21; I Cor. 11;23-29; I Cor. 12:13-21; Gal 3:26-20.



Page G—

*13 *""hn Ohrvsl:lan Sabkath. We Lelieve that the Dlvme Law
requlr e3 that one day in seven be cet apart for the Worshlp
¢: God and that ro work of worldly na.ture should be done on
t_r*t d:Ly Wo“k of piely, mercy and nece:;sny excepted.
Mark 16:1,2; John 20:1,19,26; Acts 13:27; Acts 16:13; I Cor.
16:1,2; Rov. 1:10,11. | -

14 mpastagy We icelieve that caly those Christians who

throurn grace and patience endure unto the end have pro-
mise of E..,ernal Salvationr Eczek. 18.24_-26, Matt. 10:22;
Matt. 24:-12,'10; Matt. 24:48-51; Matt. 25:14-30; Mark 13:13:
Luke 12:45,46; Jchn 15:1-8; Rom. 11:21; I Cor, 10:11,12; I
Cor. 156:12; T Ihes. 3:49; Eeb. 6:4-6; Heb. 10:24-30; Heb.
3:1-6; Ferer 1:9-13; I Pecter 2:12-16; II Peter 2: :20-22; Rev.
2:10; Rev. 3:5.

Y
)

15 Resurrection. We believe in the resurrection of all men.
- They that have done good unto the resurrection of life and
they that have done evil unto the resurrection of life and they
that have done evil unto the resurrection of damnation. John
5:28-28; Acts 4:1,2; Acts 17:18; Acts 23;5; Acts 24:14,16;
Acts 26:6-8; I Cor. 15:12,22; I Thes. 4:15-17; Rev. 20:12-15.

~ 16. General Judgement. We helieve that there will be a. -
general or universal judgement when all nations will be ga-
thered before the Judgement Seat of Carist, to be judged ac-
‘cording to their works. The wicked shall go away into ever-
lasting pumshment but the righteous into life eternal. ' Eeel.
© 11:9; Eecel, 12:14; Matt. 12:36,37; Matt. 13:37-43; Matt- 25:
'31-46; Mark 9:43-48; John 5:28,20; Acts 10:42; Acts 17:30,

31; Rom. 14:10-12; T Cor. 5:10; Heb. 9:27,28; Rev. 20:2-15:
Rev. 21:7,8. -
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| | Church Covenant

- Having given ourselves to God, by faith in Christ, and a-
dopted the Word of God as our rule of faith and practice, we
now give ourselves to one another by the will of God In this
solemn covenant.

We promise by His grace to love and otey Him in all things,
to avoid all appearance of evil, to alstain from all sinful a-
musements and unholy conformity to the world, from all sanc-
tion of the use and sale of intoxicating beverages, and to pro-
vide things honest in the sight of all men.

We agree faithfully to discharige our obligations in rcfe-
reace to the study of the Scriptures, secret prayer, family
devotions, and social worship; and by self-denial, faith, and
good works endeavor to grow in grace and the knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. |

We will not forsake the assembling ¢f ourselves togetier
for church conferences; public worship, and observance of
the ordinances of the Gospel, nor fail to pay according to our

ability for the suptport of the charch, of it’s poor, and all its
benevoleat work.

We agree to accept Christian’admonition and reproof with
meckness, and to watch over one another in love, endeavoring
to “keep the unity of the Spirit’’ in the tonds of peace, to be
carelul of one another’s happiness and reputation, and seck
to strenzthen the weak, encourage the afflicted, admonish the
erring, and as far as we are able promol,e the success of the
church and the Gospel |

We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred and
Christian obligations and enterprises supreme; counting it
our chief business in lile to exterd the influence of Christ in
society constantly praying and tailing that the Kingdom of
God may come and His will be done on earth as it is in hea-
ven. |

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of educa-
- tional and denomination enterprises, the support of Miszions,

the success of Sunday Schools, and evangelistic efforts for
the Salvation of the world. ‘And may the God of peace sanc-
tify us wholly and preserve us blameless unto the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
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