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- PROGEEDINGS

The Flfty-thud Annual Session of the Arkansas Assocmtlon .

of Freewill Baptists met with Mt. Plsgah Church at Boles,
Ark., Friday night, before the first Sunday in September, 1921.
House called to order by the Moderator, Bro. J. S. Lovett.
Scng. Prayer by Moderator. . Song. - Scrlpt_ure lesson—26th
ch'apter of Matthew read by Bre. I. J. Wilson. Prayer by Bro.

‘Wilson, who then preached, using as a text Matt. 26:41, after

, whlch the body was lead in prayer by Bro. G. W. Roddan; after

which the Moderator announced that the Association would

meet to-morrcw (Saturday) at 9 oclock Dismissed by Bro.
I. J. Wilson,

_ SATURDAY MORNING SESSION.
"Met at 9 o'clock. sSong. Seripture lessoﬁ, Matt. 18 chapter

‘read by the Moderator. Prayer. by Moderator. Song. The

Moderator then proceeded to organize the body, by calling for
the letters from the different churches, and the following

‘named churches reported by letter: Antioch, Freedom, Har-
mony, Kings Creek, Mt. Pisgah, Mt. Olwe Mulberry, Mt. 011ve

No. 2, Pleasant Ridge, Pleasant Grove, Unity, Zion, Hope.

- By motion of the body the Moderator appointed Bro. A. N.
Best to preach the introductory sermon. The letters from the
different churches were then read and the right hand of fel-

lowship taken, and the Moderator declared the body organized | .

and ready for the transaction of business.
" Then followed the election of officers which resulted as

follows: Bre. J. S. Lovett, Moderator Bro. I. J. Wilson, As-

sistant Moderater Bro. O. C. Hunt, Clerk. The Moderator
then appointed Bros Jesse Thomas, W. C. McCormic and E

G. Kilburn as the committee on divine service. . By motion and
second adjournment was taken until 3:30 in the evening.  Pray-
er by Bro. L. F. Thomas. Dlsmlssed by Bre. I.-dJ. WIlSOI‘l

11 O’Clock Serwce

| Seripture. lesson, Rom. 5:1-9, read by Bro. A. N. Best. Prayer

Lie




A. N. Best, B. J. Slate.
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T. E. Conger. Di misssd by Bro. O. C. Hunt.

by Bfo. Best, who then preached the introductory sermon;:
text, Rom. 8:24; conclusiocn by Bro. W. M. Guinn.
The committee on divine service report that Bros. D. M.

;Sherri'fll and T. E. Ccnger v__vould' preach Saturday night.

Saturday Evening Session.

‘Met at 3:30. Song. Scripture lesscn, Jas. 2, was read by the
Moderator; prayer by O. C. Hunt. Call for petitionary letters.
None received. By motion and second Brso. J. R. Whiteley,
T. E. Conger and Frank Calvert were seated as advisory del-
egates. The {ollcwing‘ccmmittees were then appointed by the
Moderater: , X

Committee on Resolutions—Bros. A. N. Best, I. J. Wilson
and Sister:Annie Slate. | | |
.Committee on Sabbath Schools—Bro. L. F. Thomas, Sisters
Allie Hayse, Ida MeCormic. | . | |

Committee ¢cn Temperance—RBros. G. F. Kaundart, W. M.
Guinn, H. P. Maxfield.

Committee on Finance.—Bros. G. W. Roddan, J. A. Bradley,

- A. H. Glass.

Committee on Obituaries.—Bros. W. B. Hogue, R. L. Glass,
Austin Pavne. | | | |

Committee c¢n Cradetials.——'—Bros. I. J. Wilson, W. M. Guin*n,_

Bro. I. J. Wilsen demanded that Bro. Morrows name be tak-
en from the Credentials Committee, which was granted by the -

- Moderator, and by a mction and second Bros. A. N. Best and

W. M. Guinn were appointed by the Moderator to take h_is"

(Morrew’s) place.

Reading of the Rules of Order B_y the Moderator. -

By motion and second the business session of the‘Associa-

tion adicnrned until Menday morning at 9 o’clock. Prayer by
Bro. G. W. Roddan, dismissed by the Moderator, J. S. Lovett.
| Saturday Night Serviee, | -
Song. Praver by Bro. T. E. Conger. Scripture lesson, first
chapter of St.. John, read by Bro. D. M. Sherrill, who after-
wards preached, using as-a text John 1:29; followed by Bro.
. Sunday Morning Service. | | ~
~Song. Prayer by Bros. L. K. Themas, and J. R. Whitely. ._
Song. The Moderator then selected Bro. 1. J, Wilson to con- -
duct a devotional service and a great testimony service fol- -

lowed, and at 11 o’cleck Bre. O. C. Hunt read a scripture les-
son from 1 Cor. 15:12-58, and afterwards preached, using as



a text Jno. 5:28, 29, follcwed by Bm J. S. Lovett Dis_miss’ed-

by Bro.. 0. C. Hunt

Sunday Evening Service.

~ Met at 4 o’cleck. Song. Prayer by Bro. Melvin Carter. Song
Prayer by Bro. Frank Calvert, who then preached from the
third chapter ‘of Malaci 18th verse. .Bro. J. R. Whltely con-_'

" _'cl_ud_lng the service. D1bmlssed to meet at 8 o’clock.

Sunday Nif*‘ht Service.

| Met at the previgusly appom..,ed time. Seng Prayer by 'l
- _Bre A. N. Best, who atferwards preached from the scripture:

“This do in the remembrance of me.” Followed by Bro. 1. J.

Wilsen., . The Lord’s Supper was then prepared and a great -
- many engan'ed in taking.the sacriment and Washing the Saints’

Feet DlsmISSCd to meet at 9 o’clock Monday mernmg

‘Monday Mernmg Ser_wce. |

Met at t’ time appcinted. - Service opened by 'so'ng', and the' \

moderator read the 22nd Psalm, and after prayer by Bro. 1. J.

‘Wilson and a song was sung, the Moderator declared the body -
'ready for the transacticn of business. By motion and second
Bro. George McCubbon was seated as a delegate from Un1ty -
~church. By mction and second Bro. Elmer Wilson was. seated

| The- Sabbat hShool and Temperance committees reported
- The reports were received and the coemmittees dischargd.

A motion and second was then made that each church in
this Assematmn keep a record of the marmages and deaths |

- among their members. Motmn carrled

By motion and second resolution Nos. 1 2°8,4,.5, and 6 |
were . adopted and the committee dlac‘qarged Repert of the
'Obltuary and Finance (‘emmlttee reports were 1ece1ved and_ g

- committees discharged.

The Credentials Cemmlttee 1ep0rted ‘the rep01t was receiv- -

ed and the committee was retained for the ensuing year. =

Nominations were declared in corder for a place for the next -

Assomatlon and Antioch and Pleasant Rldge were put in

nomlnatlcn and by a vote of the body Pleasant Ridge selected.
~ Bro. I J. Wilson to preach the 1ntr0duct0ry sermon Fr1dayi‘ |

- night; Bro. W. M. Guinn, alternate. |
. A motion and second was made and carried that we repre-

- sent 1n the State Assoc1at10n by letter and delegate and a .




‘motion and second was ade and carried that O. C. Hunt be
-~ sent as delegate and that each church pay thelr part of dele-
gate’s expenses, | .

- By motion and second the Association adjour ned to meet w1th :
Pleasant Ridge, eight miles northwest of Booneville, Ark,, |
Frlday nlght before the first Sunday in Scetember, 1922

| ‘Eleven O’Clock Servica. -
" Song. Prayer by Sister Roddan. . A ..Jcrlpture lesson was
read by Bro. L. F. Thomas frcm John 1:26. and he afterwards
vreached from a text in 1 Cer. 3:9, followed by the Moderator,

Bro. J. S. chett who cleced the serv1ce by takmg the partmg
hand. :

RFPORT OI‘ COMMITTEES

| Ccmnlttee on S'lhbath School -

We, your Commlttee cn Sabbath Schocls, submit - the foI--
lowing: We recommend FFreewill Baptists literature and Free-
will Baptist Superintendents and Teachers. We believe that
the Sabbath Scheol is the life of the Church. We further rec-
ommend that each Pastcr urge the cause of Sabbath Schools.

Comm1ttee ——-Ida I\ICC"I‘I‘HIC L. F. Thomas, Allle Hayse

Cemmlttee on Temperance

We the ccmrmttee on Tfmpelance mdorse the cld resalu—-
tion Wh,_lch is as fo.lcws: “We find that tne law of prohibition
has been,beneficial in the ccmmunities in which we have lived
-~ and we, recommnd that each Chiirch have a Temperance lec-

~ ture cnce eftch ouarter ¢f the exsuing year:by their Pastor cor
. some ene elee of ther" cheice, and we also recommend that each

Church ‘1pp011’1t a ccmmittee of three to loock after the intro-
ductlon -¢f any intoxicants into our country, and that the Mod-
erator of this Assocmtlcn appoint some c¢ne to c*peek on the
_subJect of temperance one year prior to each sessu:n, and we
pray Gcd that this Assocmtlen accept this. report in honor to .
their country.”

~Committee:—H. P. Narﬁeld G F. Kaundart, D. M- Sherrill,
P oW, M. Gumn o

fﬁ"._ R Commlctee on.Resolutions,

| Resolution Ne. 1—Resclved that tais .AS.::OCIatIOIl shall be-
-composed of the Ministers and Deacons of the Freewill Bap-

tist Church only, and wita three elected delegates WhO shal |
| present letters. - | |




-~ No. 2—Resolved that our peOple take our Freewﬂl Baptlst

paper, “The Morning Star,” and that each Church elect a
reporter to that paper to give them the news from that part of
the country, so it will be interesting to us.

No. 3—Be .it resolved that we patronize our prlntmg com-
 panies .in prmtmg of our Minutes and ordering Sunday School
- literature, in preference to -all others ‘when pr1ces and quah— ‘
ty of werk is considered. - ‘

No. 4—We also adwse our peop e pay their Pastor a satis-
factory sum and that we have a finance ccmmittee of one in
-each of our Churches to lock after the interests of their 1in-
dividual church. ‘ - - |

Ne. 5—That each Minister make a report of the work done
during the year and that each one be reguired to preach
as often as once a month at least and report the amount re-
ceived for his work.

No. 6—Be it resolved that each of our Preachers of thls As-
sociation preach to their respective church once a year on the
support of the ministry—W. M. Guinn. -

Ccmmittee.—1. J. Wll:,on Anme Slate, A. ‘N. Best

Olituary Commlttee

We, your Committee on Obltuarles, find that death has taken
the following named Brethren and Sisters from the different
churches: Fro mMulberry church, Sister -Vicy Payne was born
Mar. 5, 1854, died Dec. 7, 1820, age 66 years, 8 months, 2 days.

- Was a devoted Christian 51 years. Sister Mary Jones, age 66

_years; lived a devoted Christian 51 years; died Dec. 17, 1920.
Sister Polile Been, age 51 years, was devoted Chritian 30
years; died July 11, 1921. From Mt. Pisgah Church—Bro. W.
~ C. Sims, age 35, died Feb. 27, 1921; a devoted Christian. From
- Haw Creek Church—=Sister Rebeca Ann Hunter; born Oct.
28, 1852, died July 22, 1921; age 68 years; a devoted Christian
From the Sebastian and Scett County quarter-—Rev. Elliott, a
devoted Chritian, who had labcred as a Minister for more than
40 years: departed this life July 25, 1921.

- Committee—Auzie Hnnter W. B. Hogue, R. 8. Giass,

FINANCE—We your Committee on Flnance beg leave to
report as follows: |
Received from the different Churches for Mmutes of |

Arkansas: Association, ____ . ____ __ _________._ - $31.75
For State Minutes,

- Total, $ 387.75




CRDDENT—IALS———.Wé your Committee on Credentials, rec-

ommend that the name of G. W Ingram be drOpped from our
1ist of Ministers: |

Committee.—A. N. Best, I. J. Wilson, W M. Gumn

J.S. LOVETT, MODERATOR, CHISIMVILLE ARK.
- 0. C. HUNT, CLERK, WALDRON, ARK.

List of Ordained Miniztars.

J. S. Lovett, Chismville, Ark.

0. C. Hunt, Waldron, Ark.

.-+ A, N. Best, Chismville, Ark.

. F. M. Holland, Barber, Ark.

J. L. Redwine,._Gravelly, Ark. -
Ben Black, Echo, Ark.

B. J. Slate, Mansfield, Ark.

‘L. F. Thomas, Huntington, Ark.
J. O. Lane, Charleston, Ark.’
‘W. M. Taylcr, Olio, Ark.
~J. M Dearmcre, Branch, Ark.

I. J. Wilson, Gravelly, Ark.

- W. W. Little, Olio, Ark. |
W. M. Swofford, Barber Ark.

-~ M. R. Reed, Mansﬁeld,.Ark. |
-D. M. Sherrill, Parks, Ark.
W. W. Mangrum, Shark, Ark.
W. M. Guinn, Ch1<;mV1lle Ark.
W. S. Webb, Branch, Ark o
John Pltsco Mansﬁeld Ark
J. M Wllson __'___..__".__.-._, Ark.




ORDER Oor BUSIN ESb

1' | Ca!l the church in conference by Lhe Moderatm
2 Call for peace of the church.

3 Inwtatlons to brothersand slsters te 311: Wlth us in con-

ference.
.4 A call for readmg of mmutes of last meetmg
5 A call for confession. o o
6 A call fo runfinished business. | R
7 A call for m1sce1laneous busmess
| 8 Invitations f01 membels |
9 'Adjournmen‘r . |
o Form of Letter for Dlsmlssal |
This certifies that ______________ is a member in good stand- R
mg of the Freewill Baptist Chureh _______________ ~ and as .

such we reccommend him to the fellowship of God’s people, and
he s dlsmlssed from us When ]01ned to some orthodox church. o
et e e e e .Moderator

. -"-—.—————'——————'—-~.—-—"—'——'——¥ Clerk

Church Letter To Assocmtlon _.

State of Arkansas County of _____ _';"_'_'___._._'_;_':_._'.'_";'_. |
___________ Church to the Arkansas Association of Freewill
Baptists, when assembled Wlth ‘Mulkerry. Gro_ve Church at

Gravely, Yell County Ark.
Greetings:

We send from our church, Brothers__;__;__”__'"'___'_-._._'_r_.__';._-’. .

_—_-_-__--—_-——_—-—-——————_—————.—-.‘__ - pl T S S N el S S S SR AN L W P M SN N S AN SN S

"~ Dcne in church conferance.__.___._ '.___._19__
- whom we pray you to receive to sit with you and aid you in

postoffice address, number of fei lewship, ete.) Done in church
~ 8. Do you believe in a full and free _salvatlon to all who

. conference _"__._ﬂ_.'-__'_.__._.__._'_ _____ 192__._

RULES OF ORDINACE

Do you belleve in tle Tetal Depr1v1ty of the Humanf. -

| Heart‘? -Answer—Ido."

2. Do you believe that Infants are saved whlle in a state

of Innocence. Answer—I do.

3. Do you believe in a Full and Free Salvatlen to allwho |

Accept it on the Gospel Terms? Answer—I do.

- 4. Do you beh_eve in a Burial of a Believer with Christ in




-

'water after he has been Baptlzed 1nt0 Christ by the Holy Ghost,
IS the only Gospel Baptism? Answer—I do.

5. Do you believe that any man has any right in the Gos- -

- pel to repeat Baptism to such a sub_]ect'? Answer—No. |
- 6. Do you believe that Communicn, Feet Washing, and Bap-
~ tism are Gospel Ordinances, and are to.be taught and practiced
until He comes again? ~ Answer—I do. o -
7. Will you solemnly pledge yourself tc preach and practlce_

the same, .God bemg your hclper‘? Answer—I Wlll by the he: p
- of God. .

8. Do you behcve that ncne will be Finally Saved but these -
who preserve. 1n Helme-e to the end‘? Answer——I do o

CONSTITUTION

From the E‘{pel ience wae, the member..-, of the Freewﬂl Bap-' |

'tlst Church ¢of Christ, being regularly baptised, upon confessmn. o

of our faith in Jesus Christ, being convinced of the necessity
.of a combination of churches to perpetuate a union and a com-
“muion ameongst us, and to preserve and maintain ‘a correspon-
dence with each other, do therefere adopt thls Ccnstltutmn for
~our church government. .

1. ‘The Associaticn shall be cempesed of ordamed minis- .
ters and three frcm cach church and cn prcducmg letters shall o
be entit’ed to a scat. - - . o

'2.- Letters frcm different churchee are to exnress their num-
ber of fellowship, the number received by experience letters of
reccommendation. the nubmer dismissed, excluded, restored, and
those.w20 have died since meeting cf Assceiation. = .

3. The members thus chosen to be dﬂnomlnated the Alkansas
Associaticn of Frcewill Baptist, being composed of sundry
churches in the state of Arkansas, the Association to have no"

. power to lord it over God’ s herltage nor to have no ecclesiasti-

‘cal power cver churches, reserving the right ¢f withdrawing
from any church becoming disorderly. Providing. hewever, the
Association shall have power, for gcod cause, to revoke the
 license or credentials of any ministers, licensed or ordained by
‘any church within its juridiction and to exclude the delegates
. from its sessions when they .or their church are dlSOl derly or
fail to keep a good report. |
4. The Association to have a Mederator C erk and Treas-
urer who are to be chosen by the sufflage of the members
present. -
5. Newly constltuted chu1 ches may be adm1tted to the As-

5
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. Lord Jesus Christ. ‘He now. ccmmands all men everywhere to :

.~ sociation which are petiticned by letter and delegates, and upon
.~ ..examination they are found to be orthodox and orderly they
" .may be received in.the Assocmtlon the Assoc1at10n giving the .
B rlght hand of fellowship. S

No qusetlcn freom any church shall come under the con- -*

sudeartlon of the Assoc1at10n unless it has ﬁrst been dlscussed o

- in its .own church.

7. "Every motion made and seconded shall come under the

" consideration of the Assomatlon except 1t be w1thdrawn by the .

member who made it. -
8. The Association is to endeavor to furmsh the churches

| -';w1th minutes of the Asscgciation, in proportion to the number of

-members in each chur ch, the dlstrlbutlons belng dt tqe dlscre-

_mfallable rule of faith and practice. = 2 Tim. 3:16, 7.

tion of the Associaticn.

9. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a regular ﬁle

.cf the minutes of the Asscciation on a book to be kept by the

Association fer this purpose: |

10. The mlnutes of the Association shall be read and correct-
ed if neded, and signed by the Moderator and Clerk before the
close of the Associaticn.

11. Amendments to the Lonstltutlon rnay be made when nec-
essary by a majcrlty vote ‘of the members present | |

N ARTICLES or FAITH.

1. We beheve in one true and lwmg God Fatner Son and
Holy Ghest, and these are equal in D1v1ne essence, power and

._ glory. Rom. 1:20; John'11.

2. 'We believe that.the scrlptures of the old and New Testa-
ments are the written and revealed word of God, and_the onl -

3. 'We believe that Ged created man gocd and gave him ho]y
commendments whereby he.should live holy, but when man vol- |
untarily dlsobeyed the commandments of Ged, transgressed ‘the
law and fell under the just. ccndemnations of the same, where-

by ali mankind are sinners, not by constraint. but by choice,be-
ing partake1s of the sinful nature attained by the fall and that

"man is unable to .save himself with his ocwn pcwer, but we see

Jesus for the suffering of death cmwned with glory that He, b
the grace of Ged, tasted for every man.  Gen. 1:31; Heb. 2:9.

4. ‘We believe that Chrlst by His death, burial, and resurrec-
tion purchased our- pardon and offered it freely to all mankind -
upon the principles of ;répentance toward God, and faith in the

LR




repent, and therefore He saith: “Look unto me and be ye saved

‘all ye ends of the earth, for I am God and there s none else
- Matt. 4:17; Isa. 45:22; Acts 20:21, and 17:30.

5. We belleve that adult persons must be regenerated and

-born of the spirit of God if they 1nher1t eternal life. John 3 3 | B

Rom. 5:1-18. -
6. We believe that 1nfants and 1dlots are eaved bv the merlts |

¢f the Son of God. . Jonah 4: 11: Luke 18:16.

7. We believe that all Christians should persevere in grace_'. |
and be faithful to the cnd if they inherit eternal life, for Blessed

are they that do His commandments that they may have a right :

is the tree ¢f i’ e and c...1tcr 1n through the gates o-f the Clyt'

Rev. 22:14.

8. We believe that baptlsm by immersion is the Apostohc
mode even the burial of the believer in water; and that Christ,
who is our life, showed this humb'e example to His children,
and bid us tc Walk thercin, John 3 22 Matt 3 16 Rom 6: 2 5

. Matt. 28:19,20.

9. We believe that God in His goodness dlsplays HIS power

of Grace in a great degree in calling and quahfylng His ser-
vants by the teaching of t%e Holy Ghost and by the: lnstructlons_-.

of His Blessed Word; to.co forth and proclaim-life and salva-
tion. He bids us freely to come, and ncthing prevents the sal-
vaticn of any but their own stubborn, rebellous and sinful re-

" fusal to ccme. 1 Cer. 12:13: Eph. 8:7: Rev. 22:17; Isa. 55:1.

10. Sec. I—We believe that baptlsm .and Lord’s Supper and
the Washing of the Saint’s Feet, to be Gospel ordinances, and
the keeking of the Lerd’s Day Hcly and abstaining from world-
ly lust and carnal cares, a positive command. John 13:4,5. i

See. 2—We believe that the assembling of ourselves together
is an ornament which prepares and beautifies the Soldler of the .
Cross to march onward in the Army of the Lord. Matt 26 :28.

11. We believe that none have a right to Bapt1sm only those

_ who have retaincd a living hope in the Lord Jesus Christ,'and
none have a right to administer the same only those who are 1

called of Gecd and nhave come under the hands of the Presbytery |
of Elders; and each church ought to have a Pastor, Deaccen, and
Clerk chosen by the church and continue in office duri .y *ne

~good pleasure cf the same, and in dealing with dlsorderly mem-

bers. In all cases a maJorlty shall rule, except in receiving
members Wh,.ch shall be unammous T1tus 1:5; Aots 14:23:2
Cor. 6:6. |

12. We beheve it to be the duty of éach church to assemble

: themselve together once each month, and that it is the duty
- of the Pastor -of the church when setting forth the Lord’s Sup-



 pre -and Washing the Saints’ Feet to invite all Christi'ans
" Heb.:10:26: Cer. 11:27,28.

13. We beheve in the resurrection of the dead, of both the -

- just and the unjust. The resurrection of the Just to glory and
immortality .in the presence of God; the unjust to everlasting
shame ‘and banichment from the presence of God. Mat. 25:31;
-1 Cor. 15:42-45; 2 Thess 1:4-11; Rev 20 10-21 and 21:19;
Job 19:16. ~ .

RULES OF ORDER..

1. At every sitting business shail be opened and concluded
by prayer by the Moderator, or by whomsoever he may request.
2. These who speak shall rise and address the Moderator
Personal reflection shall be avoided in all debates.

3. No motion shall be discussed without being seconded.
4. When a motion has been made and seconded and a mem-

ber opposes its discussion the Moderator shall put this ques- |

tion: - “Shall this be dlscussed‘?’” If negative the quest'ione,
shall be discussed. .. - -

5. If any propcsition or metlon under debate contains two
“or more pcints, it shall be divided at the request of any mem-
ber and a vote taken. -

6. Motion made and lost shall not be recorded.
- 7. No cne shall speak more than twice on any subject w1th—'
-out special leave of the Moderator. | _

8. All questicns decided by a majority of members prseent.

9. " No person shall absent hlmself without special leave of
the Moderator. | - S

10. In the future sessions of the Assoc1at10n arrangements
shall be so as to insure two or more sermons each day, or
other equivalent devotional services. -

11. The Rules of QOrder shall be distinctly read from the
Chau immediately after the organization of the Association.

12. Alternations may be made in these rules at any regular
seselon of the Association,

LAVV OF THE SUPPER

The Lord’s Supper was instituted for God’s people They
all have equal rigths to the supper and that right is birthright.
For by one Spirit we are all baptised into one body. (Cor.
12:13.) - This is not.a water baptism but a spiritual baptism.
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Again Christ says “I am the door, by me if any man eﬁter-
he shall be saved.” (7 John 10:11.) ‘“He that entereth not by
the door by the sheepfold, but climbeth up by some other way,

 the same is a theif and a robber.” (John 10:4.) Christ is not

water baptism and yet He is the door. There is but one door
and Christ says He is that docr; and he that cometh in by the
door should have fuil fellcwship and equal rights with all

- Christians. Let man examine himself and so let him eat of

the bread and drink of that cup, for he that eateth and drink-
eth unworthily, cateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not

to the church, but hlm.uelt It is a pergonal matter 1n Judgmg |
and eating. |

The church doces . Judge and exclude any of God’s'pe()ple

1s ont acting in keeplng the Instructions given tc the church at

Corinth. To thus judge and exclude one of the children of
God is to offend the child so judged and excluded. Now listen
to Christ: “He that offends one of these little ones that be-

lieves in me, it were better for him that a mill-stone were hung
| about his neck and that he were drowned in the depth c¢f the

sea.” . Matt. 8:6; Cor. 10:30.32.

It is contended that they of the same faith and order should
be entitled to partake of the Lord’s Supper. I admit that true

‘faith is the means by which men become Christians. If this is

what is meant by the same faith I shall not object. As to orders
if nothing but Gespel order is meant. very well, but I do not
think that one child of God should dictate what church he
should belong to, in order that he may be in te right church,
for the church is the organic body of Christians, and simply
placing your name on the roll beok of the best church on earth
does nct make you a Christian; neither will a like process
in the worse church make a sinner. The Eunich believed and
was baptised. What church did he join? Here is faith and

“here is order. Now I ask if the Eunich were to wish to com-

mune with some of the churches, would he be allowed the
right? No, he is not of the same faith and order; yet he is

~admitted into heaven but, nay, he cculd not be admltted to a
- sectarian table. At the Lord’s table all his people have a per-

fect right, be he whom he may, but when the supper is set and
all God’s people are not invited, it is not the Lord’s Supper,
but a sectarian supper; so we being many are one body in

Christ and -every member of another. (Rom. 12:15.) And the .

way we become one body is by being baptised into that body |

~and of course this is by spiritual baptism,.

He that gets in by water baptism the same is a th1ef and a



robber, and when any cne gets ihto that'bedy' in a legal wayy

he has a legal right to all benefits and privileges-of that body,
for we being many are one bread and cne body for we are all

- partakers of that one bread. (Cor. 10:17.) By partaking we

- exhibit a oneness to that body. Who is meant by we? It cer-
‘tainly means ‘all Christians of all ages. When you come to-
“gether tarry for ancther; be of one mind, but let the word of .

Gad control the rind.

If it had ever hcen intended by the Savwr that the supper
should be guarded as some attempt to guard it, God would have
endcwed the judges with wisdom to discern the pure from the

impure. But the standpcmt from which the judge is water
baptism by immersion and a legal administration of the same;

«o if baptised by immersion and a legal administrator this set-
tles the matter and ClI‘lStlar‘ character is left entirely out, by
which made a wocful mlstake for after all this precaution some

" have been fcund vnwmthy of the least ¢f the privileges of any

church. ' To admit immersion to be the only mode of baptism.

and a true believer receiving it, is this not all right? Some

. wculd answer yes, if by a legal administrator. This is all
that is wanted. Is'it not a pudely persona’ly matter? -If so,
- he has becn as truly baptised as- any cne. If is the duty of

~ the preacher tc baptise, and the applicant to he baptised.

- When this is dene each have performed a personal duty. If

I had never been baptised and had to wait until I feund one

whom I knew to be a legal administrator, I would never be bap- -
~ tised at all. as' I can never know the heart of a man. Two act-
~ ing in concert, cne acting in good faith and the other not the
cne is blessed, the other is not. ‘Every Christian is strictly re-

- sponsible for his own acts and nat for ancther. "Simon the sor-

- cerer,.believed ard was baptised. and that by a lcgal adminis-

trater and yet it was discovered that he was not a Christian.
So we see that baptism by a legal administrator dces not confer

any claims on bhim to any Christian rights; as this case proves

“tc be a persona’ matter, as we clearly see that the anostle did
bis duty e and Simon did not ¢r vica verya. The apcrtle, inspired

‘as he was.- did not discern the evil in S imon’s heart nelther can

we know the heart of a man. When we do our duty it is ours;

~when an applicant it is his. So we find that faith, repentance, .
- baptism, and the christian duties are all personal. and account- -
- able unto God, not unto man. Varicus are the opinions of

men: and the way we account for them is in the capacity of
men, and if we use the ecapacity that God has given, I do not

. thmk tbat we should be eternally cendemned for What we can-



- asunder.

not help. The church of Christ is the head, and they should
have the same care, cne for ancther as the natural body has
for its members, vet they do nct perform the same office, yet
they all should subserve the same interest of the body.

Should Christians all commune together at the Lord’s table |
- I answer:  “What the Lord has joined together let no man put

32

- We have scmething more than forty three states
in the Union. They are all ejual, free and independent states,
yvet they are one united and have one great central point at

~ which to meet and testify that they are free and independent,
~and yet but cne nation. All Christians should have one cen-
- tral point. at which to met and let the world know they are

one. Let that ke the Lord’ table. Chrlstlans feel ahke if they
do not think alike.

They can preach together, play together smg together and '_ 5

love together, and should they not commune together? And

~will they not all meet at last in the same holy and happy land
together? Then a union and free communion is for ced upon us.

Christ said at the last Supper that He would drink ne mere

.of the fruit of the vine with us until He drank anew in His
kingdom. Then all Christians. of the ages will sit around one =

communion table in heaven. As we find ourselves assembled
thus around one Lord’s table in heaven, so should 1t be on
earth. | -
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STATISTICAL TABLE > .2 S
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MK
Church = Postoffice  County Pastor Clerk | | Delegates § g :.93
, . , | . - == A
Anticch ___ Branch ___ Franklin|________________ R. P. Robinson|Jesse Thomas - _____ 135)1.50
Brooklyn . Chismville ___ Logan!_____ _______ . ______ Mr.and Mrs.W.M.Guinn | 1.00
| | ‘MaverBurden G.Addiscn -
Harmony ..__ Wa! dron — Scott O. C. Hunt ..____ H. P. Maxfield' H.P.Maxfield B. Martin| 1{33|1.00
o | | O. Jones Bee Blay.ock_ -
Mulberry e Gravelly ____ Yell I. J. Wilson _____ Auzie Hunter'Austin Payne L. Smith | (166]|4.05
Mt. Olive __ Chismville ___ Logan!A. N, Best _______ H. H. Barnard{Levi Barnard Mattie 3!25|2.00
| | - - Lovett Sallie Best ____ i
M¢t. Olive 2 Huntingtcn Sebastian|_ ___ . ____ Ida MCCOI’mIC G.W.Rodden and Wlfe.__" 3135(2.00
: ‘Bro. Kaundart ________
Mt. Pisgah ____ Boles ____ Scott;I. J. Wilson __.___ Wlllle Goodner Wm. Mankin ‘Ida Free-| 3|45|3.50
. man ________________ .
- Freedom __.._ Abbott __.__. Scott;iO. C. Hunt ______ W. M. Bagwell E.L.Smith and wife Lll- 2(38'2.00
| ] | . |Smith A.Slate J.Cockrel |
Kings Creek __._Abbott ___ ScottiClaud Kenedy ___.. ._ W. A, RupelM. C. Nance Manervie| |70]/3.50
| | “ . i‘Thomas ____________
Pleasant Rg Washburn Sebastian|J. S. Lovett ________ Lee Colier| I.eeGlass Alfred Glass 60|4.20
- | - I - ;Pearl Glass __________ -
Pleasant Gv Charleston Franklin|{J, S, Lovett __._____ Tom Dunn!J.R. Bradley and WlfeA1~ 4/125|5.00
| | - | lie Hayse _______._____ |
‘Black Ridge . Abbott - Sebastian|_________________ Annie Yanceyi. .. . _____ 1.00
Mt. Olive 3 ____Harvey __.__Scott|_____ ___ 0 o ____ BE. G. Kilburn . ___.___.__ 1.00
Unity _._-_. Olio . _____ Scott| . _ o - T. Pollard R. McCubbm 80(2.50
B ~ Jesse Keith __________ .
Zion Hope ._Hackett__ Sebastian|M. R. Reed ______ Berthe Tanner A.C.Tanner BerthaTan- 2.00
_- - . ' ner Gussie Boggs ____.
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