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. PHOCEEDINGS 
The Fifty-seventh. Annual Session of the Arkansas 

A 'lsociation of· Free ·Will Baptists met with Black Ridge 
Church, net~r Abbott, on Friday night before the first Sun­
day in September. 1925. 

House called to order by the Moderator, I. J. Wilson. 
Song "Love lifted me.'' Prayer by Bro. J. S. Lovett, . Song 
I want to love him more. After which Bro. A.· N. Best read 
as a scripture lesson the 3rd chapter of St. John, then lead 
the congregation in prayer, and afterwards preached using 

. as a text Matt. 27:54. · Truly this was the Son of God. Con­
olusion by Bro. Elmer Turner. After which the moderator . . 
called for a general hand shake, and the congregation was 
dismissed· till 9.00 o'clock Saturday morning by Bro. W, · 
M. Guinn. . 

SATURDAY MORNING 
. 

Met at 9 o'clock. Son~. Amazing Grace. The 91st 
~ . . 

Psalm was read by Bro. I. J, Wilson. Prayer by Bro. q. 0 
Hunt.._ Sung, We'll work till Jesus comes. After which the 
Moderator· declared· the Arkansas Association open for 
transaction of business: 

• 

·. Reading of the Rules of Order by the Moderator. 
Call for letters from the different churches. The follow-. . . 

ing were received: Brooldyn, Black·. Ridge, Antioch,· Free- · 
· dum. Harmony, Mulberry, Mt. Olive, Pleasant Grove, Pleas-

. . 
ant Ridge, and Walnut Grove. . . 

. ·. By motion and second Bro. Barney Guinn. and Sister 
Wilma Guinn were seated as delegates from Pleasant Ridge 
church. 

Bro Edgar Smith and sister Stella Smith were seated 
as delegates from Freedom church. 

By motion of the body the follo~ing ministers were 
seated as honorary members Of this Ass'ociation: W. S • 
Copeland, Hacket, Ark.; T. j. Hampton, Subiaco, Ark.; A. H. 
King, Heaveuer, Okla.; Ira Waterman; Eldridge, Mo.; j.. R. 
Whiteley, Waldron, Ark.; M. R. Reed, liuntington, Ark.; W. 
S. Little, -Ark · 

• 

. . \ 
\ 
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By motion and second Bro. L J. Wilson was unani­
mously elected as Moderator, and by the same order Bro. 
J. S. Lovett was elected·as Assistant Moderator for the en-
suing year. · 

By motion and second of the body and the unanimous 
vote of same, the present Clerk, 0. C. Hunt, was elected for 
the ensuing year, and the sum of ten dollars was paid him 
for his services. 

The Moderator then appointed as a committee on Divine 
StJrvices: Bros. W. C. McCormick, and E. G. Kilburn. · · 

. By motion of the body Bro. R. W. Holley was added to·. 
to this committee. 

Committee on Resolutions- Bros, A. N. Best, Ben 
Black, Elmer Turner, Ira Waterman, and W. M. Guinn. 

Committee on Sunday Schools- Br6s. J. B. jones, 
H. P. Maxfield, and Sister Annie Yancey. 

Committee on Obituaries- Bros. 0. J. Perkins, E. L. · 
Kfng, and D. M. Sherrill. 

Committee on Temperance- Sister Mattie Lovett, 
' 
Bro~. A. H. King, and E. E. Fletcher. · 

Committee on Finance- Bros. Elmer Wilson, W. F. 
Burden, and J. W. Black. · 

The committee on Divine Service report that Bro. A. H . 
. King will preach at 11 o'clock. 

After prayer lead by Ben Black, the business session 
adjourned to meet at 2 o'clock p.m. · 

Eleven O'clock Service 

Met at 11 o'clock. Song, Will there be any Stars· in 
my crown. Prayer by R. W. Holley. Song, 'Tis so sweet to . 
tru!lt in Jesus. After which Bro A. H. King preached on 
the office work of the Holy Spirit, followed by I. j. Wilson. 
Afttr which a song was sung and the congregation engaged 
in a Christian hand shake and a great many rejoiced. The 
congregation waJ dismissed by W. M. Guinn. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

Opened by singing Sweet hour of prayer. Scripture 
re 1ding Rom. 12:9-21 by the !Moderator. Prayer by L. F. 
Thomas Song, Jesus lover of my soul. 

v: 
' 

• 
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Moderator declared body ready for busineFs at 3 p. m. 
Reports of Committees callfd for. 
Committee on Sunday School made report which \1 as . · 

.~ 

received and committee discharged. 
Committee on Obituary made report which "as receiv-

ed and committee discharged. . 
. . . Committee on Temperance made the following rercrt: 

We recommend the resolutions of 1924 be accepted. 
Report received and committee discharged. 
Committee on Divine Service report J. R. Whiteley to 

fill the pulpit at the evening service. 
• • 

Motion carried. to. adjourn the busine€s sessi0n until 
Monday at 8 o'clock a. m. , 

' 

Dismissed to meet for Divine strvice at 7:30 p. m. 

Saturday Night Service 

Met at the time appointed. Song, Standin~ on the 
' ' 

promises. Prayer by C. C. Kitchens. Song, I'll be satisfied 
then. A scripture lesson was read by J. R. Whiteley, who· 
afterwards preached, using as his subject, "1he Home of the 
Soul. • 

CommitteP. on Divine Service reports that J. S. Lovett 
will preacn Sunday morning at 11 o'cleck. 

Dismissed by Elmer Turner. 

SUNDAY MORNING 
-e .. · 

. ' . 
Met at the hour appointed .. Opening song, Earthly 

cares <:an never enter. Prayer by I. J. Wilson. Song; 
What a gathering that will be. Scripture le~son Rev. 22:4-

. ' 

21 by j. S. Lovett, who then preached from Gen. 27 "And 
man became a living soul." 

Dismissed by J. S. Lovett .. 
• 

Sunday Night Service 

Opening song, I know my name is there. Prayer by 
. Bro. Jim Black 

Devotional service was conducted by R. W. Holley and 
· a great number testified to the love of God shed abroad in 
their hearts. 

• 

• 



> 

• 

' ' 

' ' ' 

' 
' 

> 

·4 
At the close of this service, prayer was lead by Ira 

Waterman. Then, I. J. Wilson read from I Cor. 17:23-34. 
After which he preached on the Ordinance of Communion 

• 

and Feet washing. . At the .. close of the sermon, fifty-two 
' 

Christians engaged in this sacred ordinance, after whiCh the 
congregation enjoyed a great love feast and were dismissefl 
in the midst of rejoicing, . • '. . . ' 

MONDAY MORNING 

Met at 9 o'clock. 
• 

' 

Opening song, A soul winner for jesus; The 12th chap. 
· ter of Romans was read by I. } .. Wilson .. Prttyei: by .J. R. 

Whiteley . 
. Moderator declared the body ready for business. 
Report of Committee oa Finance was received and eom­

mittee discharged.· 
Report of the Corresponding Committee was received 

' , ' 

and committee discharged. · ! 

The Credential Committee report tliat Bro. J. A. Bart­
. lett is a minister of the· Arkansas ·Association and in good 

' ' . 

standing. · 
Report of Committee on Hesolutions was received and 

committee discharged. 

The following· members of the Association were ap· 
p:>inted by the Moderator as delegates to the State Asso­
ciation: Pleasant Ridge,' Alfred Glass; Mulberry, jake Hale; 

· · Harvey, E. G. Kilburn. 
Mulberry and Freedom churches were p aced in nomi- . 

' 

nation as the place for the next Association. The vote was 
taken which resulted in 8 to 19 in favor of Freedom.· 

The. body selected Bro. Ben Blacl{ to preach. the Intro­
ductory sermon and Elmer Turner his alternate. 

The parting hand was taken. Prayer by the Moderator . 

.. The ·. Association adjourned to meet with Freedom . ' ' - - ' 

. church . on Friday night before the first Sunday in 
September,1926 .. 

, 

I. J. Wilson, Moderator •. 
0. C Hunt Clerk, • . . 

• 

' 
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COMMITTEE .REPORTS 

OBITUARY- · • 

. 
We, your Committee on Obituarie,;, beg leave to ma\1e 

the following report: That death has taktn fr·nn the dif­
fereut ehurches the followii g mern ber s: 

• 

Antioch, Sister Mary Wilburn, Dec. 2, 1924, age 82 
years; Mt. Olive; Bro. J. S Bunftt, Nev. 1, 1~24. <~t 76 
years; Mulberry, Bro. L. E. Poindexter, Mar. 12, 1925, age 
33 years; Sidter Marie Blackston, July 8,1925, age 27 years 

As it has pleased God to call the~e bretl.n n and ~istns 
from labor to reward, theitforr, be it ro(J}H d, tLat v. e bow 
in humble submission to Him who Las said. 'They shall 
rest from all their labor, and their worl's do follow tlH m.'' 

Committee- E. L King, D. M. Sherrill. and 0. J. 
Perkins. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

We, your Committee on Sunday Schoolf, feel' that we 
are about our heavenly Father's busine~s- when we teach or 
are taught the Word in its purity, and the Sunday School 
is essential. 

We suggest that our pastors pHach rr;e EfJffi( n a year 
on the need of a Sunday School, and the duty (;fthe paroits 
goin~ and taking their children·· -The scriptuH fliYf to blirg 
our children up in _the nurture and admonition of tl:e L01d, . . . 
and we know no better place than the Sunday Schaul to do 
so. Solomon said to train up a child in the way he should - . 

go, and when he is old he will- not depart from it. 

We recommend that this Association give a pericd of 
time at each ussem bly of this body for the discussion of the 

. . 
question -of .Sabbath Schools by superinttndellts, ministne, 
and others who are interested in same .. 

We also recommend Free Will Baptist literature as far 
. as possible. 

Committee- J. B. Jones, H. P. Maxfield, and Annie 
Yancey . 

' 
' 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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TEMPERANCE 

. We, your Committee on Temperance, approve ofthe re- · 
p::~rt already adopted which is 'as fo.lows: 

We your committee on temperance beg leave to subrr.it 
the following report. First: t hut we endor~e the Ei~hteenth · 
Amendment to our Federal Constitution .and the Volstend 
Act and condemn theact of tho~e who are trying to restore . . 
light wines and beers in our country. Second: that we con-. 
demn the act of any of om ministers wlw would go to the 
swimming pools and partake of their light bev~rag£s in 

' . 

worldly entertainmepts in any way, aud that o~r preachers 
preachonce a year or mort: on the dangers of participating • 
in such amusements. 

• 

Committee-,- E. E. Fletchtr~ Mattie Lovett, and A .. 
H. King. 

RESOLUTIONS 

·Be it resolved, that this resolution shall close the busi-
• 

ness of this Association, and that this Association Eh<:lll 
offer a standing vote of thanks to this chmch and its mtm· 

• • 

bers and the good people of this community for their cordial 
entertainment in their homes. 

Committee- W. M. Guinn, and Elmer Turner. 

FINANCE 

· We, your Committee on Finance, wish to rrport the 
following: · · · 

For the Arkansas Association, 
For State Association, 
·Total, 
Committee- Elmer Wilson, 

Burden. 

. ' $30.65 
7.00 

37.65 
W. F. Ji.n Black, and 

• 

LIST OF ORDAINED MINISTERS 

Ben Blacl(, Barber, Ark. . ' 

A. N. Best, Chism ville, Ark. 
J. A. Bartlett, Chismville, AriL 

' . 
• • 

]. M. Dearman, Branch, Ark. 

• 

' 

' 

• 
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W. M. Guinn, Boonville, Ark. 
. F. M. Holland, Barber, Ark. 
· R. W. Holley, Mansfield, ·Ark. . . 

0. C. Hum, Waldron, ArlL 
· J. S. Lovett, .Chismville, Alk. 

• 

G. S. Rogers, Blue Mountain, Arlc 
W. M. Swofl'ord; Hnrtman, Ark, Route 3, Box 22. 
D. M. Sherrill, Waldnn, Arll. 
I. J. Wilson, Gravelley, Arlc 

LICENSED MINISTERS 

A. A. Hunter, Hon, Ark. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

. . . 

• 

. . . 

1, Call the church in coriffrrnre by the Moderator. 
2. Call for peace of the church. 

7 

3. Jnvitutions to brothers and sisters to sit with us in 
conference.· · 

4. A call for raadin!! of minutep of la~t meeting . 
. 5. A call for confe~~ion. 
6. A call for unfini1>ht>d busint-~1'. 
7. · A call for miscellanerous bminf~!'l . . 

8 .. Invitation for members. 
9. Adjournment. • 

CHURCH LETTER TO AS.SOCIATION. 
. . 

State of Arkansas, County of_ ___________ , -----· : __ 
Church to the Arkamas Association of Free. Will Baptists 
when assembled with Black Ridge church at Abbot. Ark 

Greetinps: 
We send from our church, Brothers ______ ~----· _____ : . . 

• 
' . ----------------------------------------------------

· whom we pray you to receive to sit with you and to aid you 
in your deliberations. (Add statistical report, state of Re­

ligion, post-office address, number of fellowship, etc.) · 
Done in cnurch confererice ___________________ l92 __ _ 

. 
_______________________ Moderator . 

. ____________________ . ______ Clerk . 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

' 

• 
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RULES OF ORDINATION 

1. .Do yrJU believe in the Total Dt>pravJt} ·of the Humnn 
Heart? Answer-! do. 

' 
2. Do you believe that Infants are Savt·d \\bile in a 

State of Innocence? Answer-! do 
~~ D.1 you believe in a Full aud Fre.e Salvation to all 

who accept it on the Gospel Term~? Answer-I do, 
. ' . . 

4 l),) · you · believe in a Uurial of a Believer with 
Ct~rist iu water after he has been Uaptized into Christ by the 
H<~ly Ghost, is the only G~,~ptl Baplisll,? AnS\\eJ-1 do. 

5. Do you believe that any man has any right in· the . ' 

GJspel to repeat BiptiHuJ to such a subject? Answe1-no. 
6. Do you believe that Counnuniun,fett ~\ ashing, and 

· Bc~1-tism are Gospel Ordinances, and are to be taught and 
practiced until He comes CJ~laiu? A ns W<0 I- I do. 

' 
7. Will you sulenlllly pledge yoms<:lf to preach and 

practice the same God ·being } our helpe1? Ans\Hr- I will 
by the help of God. 

• 

tl. Du you believe that none .will be finaily saved but 
those who persevere in Holiut'~S to the euoY Answtr-I do.· 

------~>---------

Lil'l"l'L'n 0 F lJl SJil Sii:lL 
'l'hb is to -tert1£y that. ....................... B tl 

member in good standing of the Freewill Baptist Church of 

Christ at ----------------------• and as such we recom­
mend him (or her) to the fellowship .o.!. God's people, and is · 

dismissed from us when united with another church: ' 
' . 

Done in Church Conference this .... day of ..... 19 .... 
. C'l . I 

e 0 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 o 0 o 0 0 o .!>astor 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 I er:t 

------- --10---------

CONSTITUTION 
From long experience we, the members of the Church 

of God (denominated Free Will Baptists), being regu­
. larly baptized upon a profession of our faith in Jesus 
· Cl1rist, and being convinced of the necessity of a combi­
nation of churches to perpetuate a union and communion 
amon'gst us, and to preserve and maintain correspondence 
with each other do therefore ordain this Constitution · ' . ' 

for our better church government. 
. · J. The Association shall be .composed . of memben 

chosen by the different clmrchcs · of our Union, not ex 

• • • 

• 

' 

' ' 

• 
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ceeding three mes~engers from each church, and upon 
producing letters they shall be entitled to scats. All or 
dained ministers of said Union shall be regular membcn 
when present by virtue of their office. 

2. The members thus chosen to be denominated the Arkansas 
Association of Free . Will Baptists, being composed of sundry 
churches in the state of Arkamoas, the J,ssociation to have no 

· power to lord it over God's heritage. nor to have ecclesiastical 
power over tile churche~, reserving the right of withdrawtng from 
any chur~h becoming disorderly. Providing, however, the Asso·· 
ciation shall have power, for gc·od cause, to revoke the license or 

' credentials of any :ninisters, licensed or ordained by. any church 
within its jurisdiction and to exclude the delegates from its seFsicns 
when they or their church are disorderly or fail to keep ri good report. 

· 3. Letters from different' churches are to express 
their number in fellowship, the number received by expe 
riencc, letters of recommendation, dismissed or excluded. 
restored and those who have died since the last Associa 
tion. 'rho churches iri sending ·their letters may sen<i 

· ·Obituaries of any members who have. died during the 
year that we may keep up the l\lemorial of our Dead. 

4. 'rhe Association .to have a JHodcrator, Clerk and 
Treasurer, who are to be chosen by the· suffrage members 
present. · · . 

5. Newly constituted churches may be admitted to 
the association, which are to petition by letter and dele 
gates, and ~f upon examination they are found to be or­
thodox and orderly they may be received into the associa~ 
tion, the Moderator giving the right hand of fellowship. 

6. No question froni any church shall come under 
the consideration of the Association unless it has been 
first discussed in its own church. 

7. Every motion made and seconded shall come un. 
der the consideration of the Association,· except it ba . ' . 
Withdrawn by the member who made It. 

8. Tl!e Association is to endeavor to furnish thr 
churches with minutes of the Association in proportion 
to the number of members in each church, the distribu. 
tion to be at the discretion of the Association. 

9. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a regu. 
lar file of the minutes of the Association on a book to be 

• 

kept by the Association for this purpose. 
10. 'l'he minutes of the Association shall be read and 

Clerk before the close of the Association. 
11. Amendments to the Constitution may be made 

·\'\·hen necessary by a majority of the members present. 
corrected, if needed, and signed by the Moderator an:'l 

• 

• 
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RULES OF ORDER 
• 

1. ·At every sitting business shall 
~~nncluded by prayer by the :l\Ioderator 
he may request. 

be opened and . 
or whomsoever 

2. Ministers present, invited to seats, are allowed 
to take part in debate on all subjects, and to vote . 

• 

3. Those who speak shall rise and address the Mod· 
erator.. Personal reflections shall be avoided in all de­
bates. 

4. No motion shall be. discussed without being sec­
. onded. 

5. ·when a motion has been made and seconded and 
a ·member opposes its discussion, the l\Ioderator shall put 
the question: ''Shall it be discussed?'' If negative th~ 
question shall be dismissed . 

. 6. If any proposition or motion under debate con­
, tains two or more points, it shall be divided at the re 

quest of any member and a vote taken. 

7. · l\Iotions made and lost shall not be recorded . 
. 

8. No one shall ·speak more than twice on any sub· 
jeet without special leave of the l\Ioderator. 

. - . 

9. All questions decided by a majority of the mem- ·· 
bers present. . . 

• 

10. No member shall'absent himself without ~pecial 
leave of the :1\Ioderator. 

11. :Minutes shall be leisurely read and corrected 
before the close of the Association if necessary . 

. 
. 12. In the future meetings of the Association,. ar-

mngements shall be.made to insure two or more sermonl! . . 

e:Jch day, or other equivalent devotional· exercises . 
• 

13. The Rules of Order shall be distinctly read from 
the chair immediately after the organization of the As-
scciation. · 

. 

14. Alterations may be made in these rules at an) 
·regular session of the Association. 

' 

• 

' 

• 

• 
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rR~E\VILL BAPTIST CHURCH UOVENANT. 

II a ving gi ''en ourselves to God by faith in Christ anc1 
ado.pted the Word of God as our rule of faith and prac­
tice, \YC now give ourseh·es to one another by the will of 
God iu this solemn covenant. \Ve promise by His grace 
to love and· obey Him in all thirigs, to avoid all appear­
ance of evil, to· abstain from all sinful amusement, rind· 
unholy ci)ll forrnity to thJ w<,rld, from all sanction of the 
Ut>e r\ud sale of iutoxicating beverages, and to "provide 
thingt> ll mJCst iu. the sight of all men." 

. \Ve agree faithfully to disclwrge our obligation 11. 

reference to the study of the Scriptures, secret prayer, 
family devotion, ami social worship, and by seh-ue.11..,j 
faith aud good works endeavor to "grow in gt·ace aud 
the· kno"i ledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ." 
\Ve will not forget the assembling of ourselves together 

· for church conferences public worship, and the observ­
ance of the ordinances of the Gospel, nor fail to pay ac­
cording. to our ability for the support of the church, of 
its poor, and all its benevolent work. Vv e agree to ac­
cept Christian admonition and reproof with meekness, 
and to watch over one another in love, endeavoring to 
"keep the unity of the Spirit" in the bond of peace, to 
be careful of oue another's happii1ess and reputation, and 
seck to·stren·gthen the v:eak, encourage the afflicted, ad­
monish the erring aud as far as able, promote the- success 
of the ell urd1 and of the Gospel. · We will everywhere 
hold. Christian· principles sacred and Christian obliga­
tions :mel enterprises supreme; counting it our chief bus­
iness in life to extend the influence of Christ in society, 
constantly praying and toiling that the Kingdom of God 
may come, aud His will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. 

• 

• 

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of 
educational and denominational enterprises, the support 
of missions, the success of Sabbath Schools and evangel­
ical efforts for the sulvntion of souls and the conversion 
of the world, :wd may the God of peace sanctify us wholly 
and preserve us blameless unto the coming of our Lord . 
,Jesus Christ. 

- ' . :,, ... 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH 

1. "\Ve believe in one true and living God, Father, . 
,)on and Holy Ghost, and these three are one in Divine 
Essence, power and glory.-Rom. 1:20; John 1:1. 

3. "\V e believe that the Scriptures of the old and 
new 'l'estament is the "\V ord of God, and the only infalli­
ble rule of faith and .practice.-II. Tim. 3 :1Gc17; 2 Pet. 
1 :~21. 

3. "\Ve believe that God created man good, gave him· 
holy commandments whereby· he should live holy, but 
man voluntarily disobeyed. the commandments. of God, 
transgressed the law and fell under the just condemna­
tion of the same, whereby all mankind are sinners, not 
by constraint but by choice; being partakers of the sin­
ful nature attained by the fall, and that man is unable to· 
save l1imself with his own power, but we sec Jesus for 
the suffering of death crowned with glory that He, by 
the grace of God, tasted death for every man.-Gen.1 :31; 
Hebrew 2 :9. 

4. We believe that Christ by his death, burial and 
resurrection purchased our pardon and offered it freely 
to all mankind upon principles of repentance toward God 
and faith in the Lord Jesus. Christ. He now commands 
all men every'\ ,1ere to repent; therefm;e he sayeth: 
"'Look unto me :and be saved all yc ends of the earth, 
for I am God and there· is none else. "-1\Iatt. 4:17; Isa 
45 :22 ; Acts 20 :21. 

5. "\Ve believe that adult persons must be regen .. 
crated and born of the Spirit of· God if they inhen\ 
eternal life/.--:-J olm 3 :3; Rom. 5 :1-13 . 

. G. We believe that infants and idiots are saved up. 
on the merits of the Son of God.-Jonah 4:11; l\Iarli 
10:14; Luke 18 :1G. 

7. · "\Ve believe that all Christians should persevere 
in grace and be faithful to the erid, if they inherit eterna! 
life, for "1:llessed are 'they that do His command1nents . 

.. that they may have right to the tree of ,life, and may 
enter through the gates o_f the city. "-Rev. 22 :14. 

8. "\Ve believe that baptism by immer<>ion is the 
apostolic mode, even the burial of the believer in water, 
and that Christ who is our life, showed this humble ex·· 

• 
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ample to His children and bids us walk therein.-Johr. 
3 :22; :1\fatt. 3 :16; Roman. 6 :2-2-5; Matt. 28 :19-20 .. 

. - ' . ' 
' . . 

.. · · 9. We belieYe that God in His Goodness display~> 
His power of g.race to a great degree in calling and quali 
fying His servants by the teaching of the Holy Ghost and 
the instruction of His word to go forth and proclaim lif6 
and salvation without price. He bids us freely come, anr) -

· 'lot!Jing prevents the salvation of any but their own stub 
born rebellion and sinful refusal to come.-I. Cor. 12:3. 
Eph. 3 :7; Rev. 22:17.. . . 

. 
10. We believe that baptism and the Lord's Suppe1 

and the washing of the saint's teet, and keeping ·of the 
Lord's Day holy and ab:;taining from worldly lusts are 
Gospel Ordinances and carnal cares, and to assemble our. 
selves together are ornaments· which prepare and beauti­
fy the soldiers of the cross to march on in the army ot 
the Lord.-:-lVIatt .. 26 :28; J ohn13 :4-5. 

' 

11. "\Ve believe that none have a right to baptism 
_only those who have obtained a living hope in the Lord 
,Jesus, and none have the right to administer the same 
only those who are called of God and have -come under 
the ·hands of. the . presbetery of the elders; ·and each 

.. church ought to have a pastor, deacons and clerk choser. 
by the church mid. continue in office during the good 
pleasure of the same; and 111 dealing with. disorderly 
members, reference should be had to the 18th chapter ol 
l\Iatthew and other scr:iptures relative. to dealing :with 
disorderly ·members. In all cases· a majority shall rule. 
except in receiving members, which shall be unanimous 
-Titus 1 :5; Acts 14:23, .II. Cor. 6 :6 .. 

] 2. We believe it is the duty of each church to as­
semble themselves together once a month, and that it is · · 
the duty o~ the pastor of the church when setting forth 
the Lord's Supper and ·washing the· saints' feet to let a 
man examine himself and ·so let him eat.-I. Cor. 11:17-
28; Hebrew 10 :26. · . 

13 .. \Ve believe in the resurrection of the dead, both 
the just and the unjust. The.resu,rrection of the just to 
glory and immortality in the presence of God; the unjust 
to everlasting shame· and banishment from the presence 
of God._:_l\fatt. 25 :31;. I. Cor.· 15 :42-45; II. Thess. ·1 :11; 
Job 19:2. · · · · 

• 

• 

• 
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THE LAW OF THE LORD'S SUPPER 

·(By Rev; Wm. Mankin.) 

. ' -·--, 

The Lord's supper was instituted for God's people. They 
all have equal rights to the supper, and the right is a birth­
right. "For by one spirit we are all baptized into one body." . 
I Cor. 12:13. This is not water baptism, but spiritual bap­
tism. Again, Christ says: "I am the door, by me if any man 
enter in he shall be saved." John 10:9. "He that entereth 
not by the door into the\ sheep fold, but climbeth up some 
other way, the same is a thief and a robber." John 10:1. Christ 
is not water baptism, yet he is "the door." There is but one 
door, and Christ says he is that door, and he that cometh in 

. at the door should have full fellowship and equal rights with 
all other Christians. "Let a man examine himself, and so 
let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup; for he that 
eateth and drinketh unworthily eateth .and drinketh damnation 
to himself," not the church, but to himself. It is a personal 
matter in judging and eating. The church that does judge 
and exclude any of God's people is not acting in keeping with 
the instructions giv€ll by the church at Corinth. To thus judge 
and exclude one of the children of God. is to offend the child 
so judged and excluded. Now;'listen to Christ: "He that of­
fends one of these ·little cnes that believe in me, it were bet­
ter for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck and 
that he were drowned in the depths of the sea." Matt .. 18:6; 

. I Cor. 10 :30; 13:32. It is contended· that they of the same 
faith and order should be entitled to partake · of the Lord's 
supper. I admit that Christ is the true faith, and his church 
true order, and that faith is the· means by which men belong 
to the true order. If this· is what is meant by the same faith, 
we shall not object, we are agreed.. But if sect is referred to, 
we object. As to order, if nothing but gospel order is meant, 
very well; but we do not believe .that one child of God should . 
dictate just what another should believe or what church he 

• • 

should belong to in order that he may be in the right church. 
for the visible church is but an organic body of Christians; 
and placing your name on the church book of the best church 
on earth does not make you a Christian. The.eunuch that be­
lieved and was baptized, what church· did he join? Here is 
faith and here is order. Now we ask if the eunuch were to 
wish to commune with some of the churches, would he be al­
lowed the right? No; he is not the same faith and order, yet 
he ~s admitted in heaven, but could not be admitted to a sec­
taria~ table. At the Lord's table ail his people have a perfect 
right; be he who he may, and when the supper is set, and all 
of God's people are· not invited, it is not the Lord's, but a 
sectarian supper. "So we, being many, are one body in Christ, 
and every one members one of another'' (Rom. 12:5), and the 
way we become one body is by being baptized into that body, 
and, of course, this is spiritual. baptisri1. He that gets in by 
lv~ter baptism! the sam\l if? a thief and ~ robber, and when any 

' 
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one gets into that body in a way he has a legal right to all the 
benefits and privileges of that body. "For we being many, are 
one bread and one body, for we are all partakers of that one 
bread." Cor. 10:17. By partaldug we exhibit a oneness. of 
that bodv. Who is meant by "we"? It certainly means all 
Christians of ·all ages. . "When you come . together,. tarry one 
fur another, be of one mind,"- but let the "\Vord of God con­
trol the mind. If it.· hat! ever been intended by the Savior 
that the supper should be guarded, as some attempt to guard 
it, God would have· endow<!d the judges with power· to discern 
the pure from the impure. But the standpoint from which to 
judge is water baptism, and a legal administration of the same. 
So, if baptism by immersion, and a legal administration, this 
settles the matter, and Christian character is left entil'ely out, 
by which some make a woeful mistake; for, after all this pre­
caution, some have been found unworthy of the least. of the 
privileges of any church. To admit immersion to be the only 
mode· of baptism, and·· a true .believer receiving it, is this not 
all right? Some would. m1swer, "If by a legal administrator, 
this is all that is wanting." Is it not purely a personal matter? 
So it is the duty of the preacher to baptize, and of. the ap­
plicant to be baptized. When this is done, each has performed 
a personal . duty. If I had never been baptized and had to 
wait until I found one whom I knew to be a legal administrator, 
I would never be baptized at all, as I cannot know the heart 

• of man. Two acting in concert, one acting in good faith and 
the other not. Every Christian is strictly responsible for ·his 
own acts, and not for another. Simon the sorcerer, "be-

. Iieved and was baptized," and· that by a ·legal administrator, 
and :vet it was discovered that he was not a Christian.· So we 
see baptism by a legal administration does _not confer any 
claims to Christian rights, as this proves it to be a personal 
matter: for we clearly see that the apostle, inspired as he 
was. did not discover the evil of Simon's heart; neither can 
we know the heart of man. When we do our duty, it is ours; 
when an applicant, it is his. So we find that repentance, faith, 
baptism and Christian duties, all are personally accountable 
to God and not to man. Various are the opinions of men, and 
the way we account for them. is in the capacity of men; and 
If we use the capacity God has given we do not think that we 
should be eternally condemned for what we cannot help. The 
church of Christ is divided into many members, but is one spir­
itual bodv and Christ the head; and they should have the 
same care for each other that the fleshy bodyhas for its mem­
bers. Should Christians commune together at the Lord's table? 
"What God hath joined together let no man put asunder." 
Christians do all feel . alike if they do not think alike. · They 
can preach together, sing and love together, and should they 
not commune together? Then a union and free communion is 
forced upon us. Christ said he would .drink no more of the 
fruit of the vine until he should drink it anew in his kingdom. 
So assembled at God's table in heaven, so should we be on earth . 

• 
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·Statistical ·Table. of Churches • 

• 

CHURCH POSTOFFICE COUNTY PASTOR CLERK DELEGATES Mee~ing-M<mber- -Fa·id on 
Days· ship Minutes 

• • 

Antioch ............ Branch ............. F ranklin ... j. S Lovett ..... R. P. Robinson ..... John King, Lizzie 
• 

. · King, W. S. Lyles .... .2nd ......... 52 ......... $4.CO 
B · ack Ridge ..... Abbott ... ~ .......... Sebastian .... R W. Holley ..... Metta Black .... .Dewey Black, Annie Yancy, · 

. · · A.T. & May McCormick ................... 73 .......... 6.25 

• 

Brooklyn----~--- Ratcliff .............. Frimklin ... W.M. Guinri .... O.]. Perkins .. ~. C. E. Clem, 0. J. &Jessie . · · · . 
. - · · · · · . ' .. • : · .· · · Perkins, LorettaKannedy ............... .15 .......... 1.00 

Freed om ......... rvhnsfield ...... : ..... Scott.: ... ~ ... Ben Black ... : .... Ozelar Jones .. Edgar & StellaSrnith, Irene . 

. Jones, Brady Graham ...... , ... 3rd.~ ....... 25 .......... 2 EO. 
Harmony-----~--- W a!dr.on ~ ............ Scott.. ...... 0. C. Hunt... ... ;. H. P. Maxfield W, F. Burdex, H. P. 

. . . . . Maxfield .............. ______ , ______ 1st... ....... 46 .......... 1.75. 
Mo1lberry ........ Gravelly .......... :.Yell... .... : .. W M. Guinn ........ LeiSter Oller.:]. B. Jones, Elmer . 

· · . · · Wilson, Dovie Wilson.~ __ , _____ 2nd.... I 00 ......... 5 00 
· M t~ Olive ........ Chism ville ... ;: ... Logan ... A N: Best . ·.. . . L M. Barnard, Mattie 

. . . · J S. Lovett ........ E R. Lovett .. ·. Lovett, Sallie BesL ............ 3rd .......... 50......... 3 00 
Pl's'nt Grove, Charleston, .• Fra11ldin, Elmer Turner, Eva DU:nn ......... J A. Bradley, By. Hayes 

·· Sister Dunn. Tom DunO: ... 4th: .. 130 .......... '3.00 . . . 

P!'s'nt Ridge, Washburn._ .. Sebastian, J S, Lovett, BarO:ey & Wilma Guinn ... _1st .... _97 ..... 5.CO 

Walnut Gr'v, Chism ville, Logan .......... ~ ... A. N. Be3t. .. ]. E. Sutton ... Luther Co!;le~: M~tthew. 
· . ·. ·. · · · ' · Hodge3, E. E Fletcher... .. .. 50..... 2.50 
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