N
-

Arkﬁﬁsas

| day 1n Septe'riber

nual; f*Seséfon

l".r-':'-.

OF THE

HELDQWlTH

~
-, 1 =

b“é'st_mn County,
Sundm d Mo
8. &7, 1625,

'|'..,

Frlday, Saturday

+
-

e

b

-

' -,..-*-




PROCLLDINGS |
~Toe Fifry- seventh Annual bessmn of the Arkansas
'-Aesocxatlon of "Free -Will Baptists met with Black Rldge'
Church, near Abbott, on Frlday nigit before the ﬁrsl Sun-

- day in September, 1925.

- House called to o"der by the I\/Ioderator I. J Wllson |
Song ‘Love lifted me.” Prayer by Bro. J. S. Lovett, Song
‘I want to love him more. After which Bro. A. N, Best read
as a scripture lesson the 3rd chapter of St. John, then lead
the congregatlon in prayer, and afterwards preached usmg
"as a text Matt. 27:54.  Truly this was the Son ofGod Con-
slusion by Bro. Elmer Turner. After which the moderator
called for a general hand -shake, and the congregatlon was
| -dlsmlssed till 900 oclock Saturday mormng by Bro. W,
M. Gumn : | | -

SATURDAY MORNING

- Met al: 9 o'clock. Song, Amazmg Grace. The 91st
‘Psalm was read by Bro. 1. J. Wilson. Prayer by Bro. O G
~ Hunt.. Song, We'll work till Jesus comes. After which the
“Moderator declared the Arkansas Assomatlon open for. .
transaction of business. L o
. Reading of the Rules of Order by the Moderator |
~ Call for letters from the different ohurches The follow-'
ing were received: Brooklyn, Blaok Rldge Antioch, Free-
. 'dom, Harmony, Mulberry, Mt. 011ve Pleasant Grove Pleas—r

o ant Rldge and Walnut Grove.

| - By motion and'second Bro. Barney Guinn.and Sister
L Wllma Gumn were seated as denegatee from Pleasant Rldge -
'ehurch ; o " -

Bro. Edgar Smith and swter Stella leth were seated -

- as deledates from Freedom church. |
By motion of the bodv the fo]lowmg ministers were

: .seated as’ honorary members of this Association: W. S,

Copﬂland Hacket Ark; T. J. Hampton, Subiaco, Ark.; A. H.

- King. Heavener, Okla; Ira Waterman, Eldridge, Mo.; J. . R.

Wmteley Waldron Ark M R. Reed Huntlogton Ar}n W
thtle Ark | | | L
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‘By motion and second Bro. I. J. Wilson was unani- -

mously elected as Moderator, and by the same order Bro.
J.S. Lovett was e]ected as Assistant Moderdtor for the en-

_ suing year

By motion and second of the body: and the unanimous
vote ofsame the present Clerk, O. C. Hunt, was elected for
the ensuing year, and the sum of ten dollars was pald him
“for his services. | |
‘The Moderator then appomted as a committee on Dtvme
| Serv1ces ‘Bros. W. C. McCormick, and E. G. Kilburn, -
| By motion of the body BIO R. W. Holley was added to -
to this commlttee |

Committee on Resolutions— .Bros, A. N. _Best, Ben
Black, Elmer Turner, Ira Waterman, and W. M. Guinn.

Committee on Sunday Schools— Bres. J. B. Jones
H. P. Maxfield, and Sister Annie Yancey.

- Committee on Obituaries— Bros. O. J Perklns E. L.
King, and D. M. Sherrill. | | | S
~ Committee on Temperance— Sister Mattie Lovett,

Bros. A. H. King, and E. E. Fletcher. -

. Committee on Finance— Bros. Elmer Wilson, W. F.
" Burden, and J. W. Black. - ~
~ - The committee on Divine Service report that Bro A. H.

‘King will preach at 11 o'clock. | -

After prayer lead by Ben Black the busmess session
adjourned to meet at 2 o'clock p. m. -

. | Eleven O'clock Service N
~ Met at 110 _clock. Song, Will there be any Stars in

my crown. Prayer by R, W. Holley. Song, 'Tis so sweet to =

" trust in Jesus. After which Bro A. H. King preached on
the office work of the Holy Spirit, followed by I.J. Wilson.

- After which a song was sung and the congregation engaged
in a Christian hand shake and a great many rejomed The
congregation was dismissed by W. M. Guinn.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON

Opened by singing Sweet hour of prayer. Scripture

5 fead'mg Rom. 12:9-21 by the {Moderator. Prayer by L. F.
Thomas Song, Jesus lover of my soul. = :

¥
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Moderator declared body ready for busmecs at 3 p m.
Reports of Committees called for.
Committee on Sunday School made report whlch was
received and committee discharged.

Committee on Obituary made report which was receiv-
ed and committee discharged. | | :
| Committee on Temperance made the fol]owmg report

We recommend the resolutions of 1924 be accepted.

Report received and committee discharged.

Committee on Divine Service report J. R. Whlteley to
fill the pulpit at the evening service.

Motion carried to adjourn the busmecs session until
Monday at 8 o'clock a, m. |
' Dismissed to meet for Divine service at 7:30 p. .

Y

- Saturday nght Servxce

Met at the time appomted Song Standlng on the
promises, Prayer by C. C. Kitchens. Song, I'll be satisfied
‘then. A scripture lesson was read by J. R. Whiteley, who
afterwards preached using as his subject, “The Home of the
Soul -
- Committee on Divine Serwce reports that J. S. Lovett
Wl" preach Sunday morning at 11 0 ‘cleck. |

| Dlsmlssed by Elmer Turner.

SUNDAY MORN ING

Met at the hour appomted Openmg song, Earlhly‘
cares can never enter. Prayer by 1. J. Wilson. Song,
What a gathering that will be. Scripture lesson Rev. 22:4-
21 by J. S. Lovett, who then preached from Gen. 27 “And
man became a living soul.” | '-
Dlsmlssed by J. S. Lovett.

Sunday Night Servu:e

- Openmg song, | know my name is there. Prayer by
. Bro. Jim Black |

| Devotional service was conducted by R. W. Holley and
"a great number testified to the love of God qhed abroad in
their hearts.



~ At the close of this service, prayer was lead by Ira

. Waterman. Then, L. J. Wilson read from I Cor. 17:23-34.

~After which he preached on the Ordinance of Communion
and Feet washing. At the close of the sermon, fifty-two

" Christians engaged i ln this sacred.ordinance, after which the |

congregation enjoyed a great love feast and were dismissed |
in the mldst of rejmcmg e C

| MONDAY MORN‘NG

Met at 9 0 clock | ~ ‘
~ Opening song, A soul winner for Jesus The 12th chap-

ter of Romans was read by L ] Wilson. Prayer by J. R,
Whtteley - | ,

Moderator declared the bndy ready for busmese

- Report of Commlttee oi Finance wasreceived and com-
mtttee dtscharged | |
| Report of tne Cerrespondmg Lommlttee was recewed
~and committee discharged. 2 I

The Credential Commlttee report that. Bro J. A Bart-
lettis a mtnlster of the Arkansas Assomatton and in geod |
'standmg | t
' ‘Report of Commlttee on Resolutlons was recetved and
committee discharged. - o
The following 'members of the Association were ap-
pointed by the Moderator as delegates-to the State Asso-
- clation: Pleasant Ridge, Alfred Glaqs Mulberr;, Jake ‘Hale;
- Harvey, E. G, Kilburn. | |
o Mulberry and Freedom churches were p aced in noml-
‘ natlon as the place for the next Assomauon The vote wae
taken which resulted in 8 to 19 in favor of Freedom |

The body selected Bro. Ben Black to preach the Intro-
ductory sermon and Elmer Turner his alternate.

~The partmg hand was taken Prayer by the Moderator.

- The - Association adjourned to meet with Freedom -

.church on Frtday mght before the first Sunday in
Septe mber IQ28 S |
el | I.'J. Wilson, Moderator. = =

-~ 0. C Hunt Clerk. .- - -



COMMITTEE .REFORTS

OBITUARY.

We, your Committee on Obituaries, beg leave to make
the following report: That death has taken from the dlf-
| ferent churches the followir 8¢ members:

Antioch, Sister Mary Wilburp, Dec. 2 1924 ag,_,e 82

. years; Mt. Olive; Bro. J. S Buinett, Nev, 1, 1624, #ge 76

years; Mulberry, Bro. L. E. Pmnda{ter Mar. 12, 1925, age
33 years: Sister Marie Blackston, July 8, 1925, age 27 years

As it has pleased God to call these brethren and sisters

~ from labor to reward, theiefore, be it resolved, that vwe bow

in humble submission to Bim who Las said. ‘They shall
rest from all their labor, and their works do follow them.” =
- Committee— E. L. King, D. M. Sherrill, and O. J.

Perkins. ' ' ' o

- SUNDAY SCHOOL'

We, your Committee on Sunday uCh(}OI ff,el that we
| al_'e about our heavenly Father's business when we teach or
are taught the Word in its gurity, and the Sunday School
is essential. |

We suggest that our pastors preach cre c€elmn a year
on the need of a Sunday School, and the duty « fthe parents
going and taking their children ' -The scripture seys to biing
ourt children up in the purture and admonitien of the Lord,
and we know no better place than the Sunday Schaol to do
so. Solomon said to train up a child in the way he should
go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.

We recommend that this Association give a perl(,d of

~ time at each assembly of this body for the discussion of the

questlon ‘of Sabbath Schools by superintendents, mlmsters
and others who are interested in same. |

- We also re,commend Free Wlll Baptist literature as far
- as possﬂb]e |

Committee— J. B. Jones, H. P. Maxﬁeld, and Annie
Yancey. | ‘ .




TEMPERANCE

We your Committee on Temperance, approve of the re- -
port already adopted which is‘as fo.lows:

‘We your committee on temperance beg leave to submlt
the following report. First: that we endorze the Eighteenth -
. "Amendment to our Federal Constitution.-and the Volstead
Act and condemn the act of those who are trying to restore

‘light wines and beers in our country. Second: that we con- .

“demn the act of any of oui ministers who would go to the

- swimming pools and partake of their light beverages in

. worldly entertainments in any way, and that our preachers

~ preach once a year or more on the dangers of pdmcxpatmg
1n such amusements. T

Committee— E. E. Fletcher', Mattie Lovett,l and 1’-\‘.~
- H. King. | | | |

RESOLUTIONS

"Be it resolved that this resolutlon shall c]ose the busi-
ness ~of this Association, and that this Association shall
offer a standmg vote of thanks to this church and its mem-

~ bers and the good people of this community for their cmdlal
‘entertainment in their homes.

Commlttee—.- wW. M. Gumn,_and Elmer Turner.

FINANCE
| We, your Commlttee on Fmance w1sh to report the'
. following: N *
For the Arkansas Assomatmn ' S $30.65'
~ For State Association, - . 7.00
‘Total, : - - - 3T 65

Committee— Elmer Wilson, Jnn Black and W. F.
~ Burden. |
LIST OF ORDAINED MINISTERS-”
'Ben Black, Barber, Ark.
A. N. Best, Chismville, Ark.

. J. A, Bartlett, Chismville, Ark.
- J. M. Dearman, Branch, Ark.



- W. M. Guinnp, Boonville, Ark.
. F. M. Holland, Barber, Ark.
- R. W. Holley, Maasfield, Ark.
- O.C. Hunt, Waldron, Ark.
J. S. Lovett,.Chismville, Atk
G. 5. Rogers, Blue M(mmam Ak,
- W. M. Swofford, Hartman, Ark, RnuleS B(.‘x 22
- D. M. Sherrill, Waldicn, Ark.
I. J. Wilson, Gravelley, Ark.

'LICENSED MINISTERS
g A, A Humer Hon, Ark.

ORDER OF BUSINEQS

1, Call the church in conference by the Moderator
2. Call for peace of the chureh. | |
3. Inv1tat10ns to brothers and sisters to sit with us in

conference. - ‘

4. A call for readmg of minutes nf last meetmg

9. A call for confessiop. |

6. A call for unfinished business.

7. A call for miscellanecus businese. -

8. Invitation for members. ; -

9. Adjournment

CHURCH LE.TTER TO ASQOCIATION

State of Arl\ansaq County of oo __ et e L.
" Church to the Arkansas Association of Free Will Baptists
when assembled with Black Rldge church at ﬁbbot Arl& ‘
Greetings: -

whom we pray you to receive to sit with you and to aid you
in your deliberations. (Add statistical report, state of Re-

ligion, post- -office address, number of fellowship, etc.) -~
Done in church conference ____________ f_1____'.._192'.__

B oo Clerk.
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| . RULES OF ORDINATION

| 1. Do ynu believe in the Total Depravityof the Hurmm
- Heart? Answer—I do.

2. Do you believe that Infants are Saved “hlle in a

. Stale of [unocence? Answer—I do

3 Do you helieve in a Full aud Free Salvation to all
who accept l[ on the Gospel Terms? Answer—1 do,
4 Do vyou  believe in a Burial of a Believer w1th |
Churist iu water after he has been Baptized into Christ by the
Holy Ghost, 1s the only Goepel del]“’ln? Answer—1 do.
5. Do you believe that any man has any right in- the
Gospel to repiezit Baptism to such a subject? Aunswer-—no.
| 6. Do you believe that Communjon,Feet Wa ashing, and
- Bagtism are Gospel Ordinances, and are to be taught and
practiced until He comes again? Answer—I do. |
7. Will you solemnly pledge yumself[to preach .and
pr aclice the same God- bemg, your helpex‘? Answer—1 will
by the help of God.

8. Do you believe that none wxl] be finally saved but
those who persevere in Holiness to the ena¥ Apswer—I do.

{)

LETTER OF 1)[0 111 U.f __ -

This is to certify that......... e e et 15 8
member in good standing of the I‘reewﬂl Eaptist Church of
Christ at . ____ , and as such we recom-
"mend him (or her) to the fellowshlp ol God’s people, and is

dismissed from us when united with another church Y
Done in Church Confefence this. . . . dayof..... 19..
ettt e, Pastor .............. Clerk
O —
CON STITUTION

 From long experience we, the members of the Church
of God (denominated I'rec Will Baptists), bemg regu-
‘larly baptized upon a profession of our faith in Jesus
“Christ, and being convinced of the necesmty of a combi.
naticn of churches to perpetuate a union and communion
“amongst us, and to preserve and maintain correspondence
~ with each other do therefore ordain this Constitution
for 0111 better chm ch government. o |

| - The Association shall be composed of member&
chosen by the different churches of our Union, not ex
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ceeding three messengers from eacli church, and upon
preducing letters they shall be entitled to seats, All or
dained ministers of said Union shall be regular membere |
when present by virtue of their office. ’

2. The members thus chosen to be denominated the Arkansas
Association of Free Wiil Baptists, being composed of sundry
churches in the state of Arkansas, the Association to have no
- power to lord it over God’s heritage. nor to have ecclesiastical
power over the churches, resenmg the right of withdrawing from
any church becoming dlsuxderly ‘Providing, however, the Asso-
ciation shali have power, for guod cause, to revoke the license or
credentials of any ministers, licensed or ordained by any church
within its jurisdiction and to exclude the delegates from its seesicns
when they or their church are disorderly or fail tokeep a good report.

'8. Letters from different churches are to express
their number in fellowship, the number received by expe
rience, letters of recommendation, dismissed or excluded,
restored and those who have died since the last Associa
tion. The churches in sending their letters may send
Obituaries of any members who have. died during the
year that we may keep up the Memorial of our Dead.

4. The Association to have a Moderator, Clerk and
Treasurer, who are te be chosen by the suffrage membele
present | - |
5. Newly constituted churches may be admitted to
- the assoeciation, which are to petition by letter and dele
gates, and if upon examination they are found to be or-
thodox and orderly they may be received into the associa-
tion, the Moderator giving the right hand of fellowship.

6. No question from any church shall ecome under
the consideration of the Association unless it has been
first discussed in its own chureh.

7. Every motion made and seconded shall come un.
der the consideration of the Association, except 1t be
withdrawn by the member who made it.
| 8. The Association i1s to endeavor to furnish the
churches with minutes of the Association in proportion
to the number of members in each church, the distribu-
tion to be at the discretion of the Assoelatlon -
9. Tt shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a regu |
lar file of the minutes of the Association on a book to be
kept by the Association for this purpose. |

10. The minutes of the Association shall be read and.
Clerk before the close of the Association. S

11. Amendments to the Constitution may be made
‘wlhen necessary by a majority of the members present.
corrected, if needed, and signed by the Moderator ani
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RULES OF ORDER

1. - At every sitting business shall be opened and

roncluded by prayer by the Moderator or Whomsoever
he may request.

2. DMinisters present, invited to seats, are allowed
t0 tmlre part in debate on all subJects and to vote,

3. Those who speak shall rise and address the Mod-

ei'a.tor., Personal reflections shall be avoided in all de-
bates. - ”

4. No motlon shall be d1scussed WIthOllt bemcr sec-
*- nnued - -

5. When a motion has been made and seconded and
~ a"member -opposes its discussion, the Moderator shall put

the question: ‘“Shall it be d1scussed°z” If negative the
question shall be dismissed,

6. It (,.,ny proposition or motion under debate con-
" tains two or more points, it shall be divided at the re
quest of any member and a vote taken.

7. Motlons made and lost shall not be recorded.

8. No one shall speak more than twice on any sub-
~jeet without special leave of the Moderator.

9. All questions: dec1ded by 2 ma;;omty of the mem- -
bers present. - :

| 10. No member shall-absent himself Wlthout special
leax e of the Moderator.

- 11. Minutes shall be leisurcly read and corrected

before the close of the Asspcmtlon if necessa,r_'y.

12. In the future mectings of the Association, ar-
rengements shall be made to insure two or more Sermons
each day, or other equn alent devotional exereises.

13. The Rules of Order shall be distinetly read from

the chair immediately after the Org‘a.mzatlon of the As- |
_sccmtlon ~

14, Alterations may be made in these rules at any
recular session of the Association.
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PREZVWILL BAPTIST CHURCH COVENANT. 1
Ifaving given ourselves to God by faith in Christ anG
adopted the Word of God as our ruie of faith and prac-
tice, we now give ourse clves to one another by the will of
God in this solemn covenant. We promise by His grace
to love and obey Him in all things, to avoid all appear-
‘ance of evil, to-abstain from all sinful amusement, and-
unhely conformity to the world, from all sanction of the
use- ald sale of intoxicating beverages and to ““provide
things l*m est in.the sight of all men.’

We agree fduhfullv to d1selmrrre our obhrratmn 11,
referellee to the study of the Serlptures seeret prayer,

family devotion, and sccial worship, and by seli-deutal
faith and good works endeavor to ‘‘grow in grace anri |
the knowledge of our liord and Savior, Jesus Christ.’

We will not forget the aesemblmcr of ourselves together
“for church conferences public worship, and the observ-
ance of the ordinances of the Gospel, nor fail to pay ac-
cording. to our ability [or the support of the church, of
its' poor, and all its benevolent work. We agree to ac-
cept Chrletmn admonition and reproof with meekness,
‘and to watch over one another in love, endeavoring to
““keep the unity of the Spirit’’ in the bond of peace, to
be careful of one another’s happiness and reputation, and

seek to'strengthen the weak, encourage the afflicted, ad-
monish the erring and as id,r as able, promote the success
of the church dlld of the Gospel. - W e will everywhere
hold Christian  principles saered and Christian obliga-
tions and enterprises supreme; counting it our chief bus- |
iness in .life to extend the influence of Christ in society,
constantly pmyinw and teiling that the Kingdom of God
~may come, and His will be done on earth as 1t 1s 1n
heaven. -

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of
educational and denominational enterprises, the support
" of missions, the success of Sabbath Schools and evangel-

ical efforts for the salvation of souls and the conversion
of the world, and may the God of peace sanetlfy us wholly
and preserve us blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. o

L
- 4 . -t - "
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| ARTICLES OF FAITH
1. We believe in one true and living God, IFather, .
Son and Holy Ghost, and these three are one in Divine
Essence, power and glory.—Rom. 1:20; John 1:1.

9. We believe that the Seriptures of the old and
- new Testament is the Word of God, and the only infalli-
~ ble rule of falth and .practice.—II. Tim. 3:16- 17 2 Pet |
1:21,

3. We believe that God created man good, gave him
holy commandments whereby he should live holy, but
man voluntarily disobeyed -the commandments. of God,
transgressed the law and fell under the just condemna-
tion of the same, whereby all mankind are sinuers, not
by constraint but by choice; being partakers of the sin-
ful nature attained by the fall, and that man is unable to
save himself with his own power, but we see Jesus for
the suffering of death crowned with glory that He, by

the grace of God, tasted death 101 every man —Gen, 1 :31;
Hebrew 2:9.

4. We believe that Christ by his death burial and

resurrection purchased our pardon and offer ed it freely
~to all mankind upon prineciples of repentance toward God
and faith in the Lord Jesus. Christ. He now commands
all men everywaere to repent; therefore he sayeth:
*“Look unto me -and be saved all ye ends of the earth,

for I aimn God and there: 1s none else. ”—Matt 4:17; Isa
45:22; Acts 20:21.

-

5. We believe that adult persons must be regen. .
crated and born of the Smmt of God if they inheri
eternal Iife,~John 3:3; Rom, 5:1-13. |

. 6. We believe that infants and 1di0ts'are saved up -
on the merits of the Son of God —Jonah 4:11; Mark
10:14; Luke 18:16.

7. We believe that all ChI‘lStlal’lS should persevere_ s

in grace and be faithful to the end, if they inherit eternai
life, for “*blessed are they that do His commandments.
;, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may
enter through the gates of the city.”’—Rev. 99.:14.

8. We believe that baptism by immersion is the
apostolic mode, even the burial of the believer in water,
- and that Christ who }i.s our life, showed this humble ex.



ample to His ‘children and blds us Walk therem —dJohn

3 22 Matt 3 16 Roman 6:2-2-5; Matt 28 19 20

.9, IVe behewe that God in His Goodness dlsplaye
His power of grace to a great degree in calling and quali
fying His servants by the teaching of the Holy Ghost and
the instruction of His word to go forth and proclaim lifé
and salvation without price. He bids us freely come, ana ~
‘mothing prevents the salvation of any but their own stub

born rebellion and sinful refusal to come. —I. Cor. 12: 3
Eph 3 :7: Rev. 22:17. -

100 We believe that baptlsm and the Lord’s. Suppel
and the washing of the saint’s teet, and keeping of the
Lord’s Day holy and abstaining from worldly lusts are
‘Gospel Ordinances and carnal cares, and to assemble our:
selves together are ornaments'whleh prepare and beauti-

fy the soldiers of the cross to march on in the army 01
‘the Lord. —---Matt 26 :28; John 13 :4-9. "

11 \Ve behewe that none have a rlght to baptlsm
- only those who have obtained a living hope in the Lord
Jesus, ‘and none have the right to administer the same
only those who are called of God and have-come under
the hands of the presbetery of the elders; and each

- .chureh ought to have a pastor, deacons and clerk chosen

by the ehuroh and continue in office during the good
pleasure of the same; and 1 dealing with. disorderly
members; reference should be had to the 18th chapter ot
Matthew and other sorlptures rolatwe to dealing with
d1smder1y members. In-all cases a majority shall rule

except in reoewmq members which shall be unammous
"_——-Tltus 1:5; Acts 14: 23, IL. Cor 6:6. |

12, We believe it is the duty of eaoh churoh to as-
semb]e themselves together once a month, and that it is
the duty of the pastor of the church when setting forth
the Lord’s Supper and w ashmg the saints’ feet to let a

. man examine hlmself and SO let hlm eat. -—I Cor 11 17-
- __28 Hebrew 10:26. a - -

- 13. \Ve believe in the resurrectlon of the dead both
the just and the un]ust ‘The resurrection of the Just to

~ glory and immortality in the presence of God; the unjust

. to everlasting shame:and banishment from the presence
of God —-Matt 25 31 I Cor 15 42-45 II Thess 1 11
Job .19 2 - _ |
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o -~ THE LAW OF THE LORD’S SUPPER S
o | ~ (By Rev. Wm. Mankin.,) | .
‘The Lord’s supper was instituted for God’s people. They
all have equal rights to the supper, and the right is a birth-

right. “For by one spirit we are all baptized into one body.” .
I Cor. 12:13. This is not water baptism, but spiritual bap- -
- tism. Again, Christ says: “I am the door, by me if any man
. enter in he shall be saved.,” John 10:9. “He that entereth

not by the door into the\ sheep fold, but climbeth up some
other way, the same is a thief and a robber.” John 10:1. Christ
is not water baptism, yet he is “the door.” There is but one

~ door, and Christ says he is that door, and he that cometh in
‘at the door should have full fellowship and equal rights with

all other Christians. “Let a man examine himself, and so

_ let him eat of that bread and drink -of that cup; for he that

eateth and drinketh unworthily eateth and drinketh damnation
to himself,” not the church, but to himself. It is a personal
matter - in judging and eating.. The church that does judge
and exclude any of God’s people is not acting in keeping with
the instructions given by the church at Corinth. To thus judge
and exclude one of the children of God is to offend the child
so judged and excluded. Now, listen to Christ: ‘“He that of-
fends one of these little cnes that believe In me, it were bet-
ter for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck and

- that he were drowned in the depths of the sea.” Matt. 18:6;
- I Cor. 10:30; 13:32. It is contended-that they of the same

faith and order should be entitled to partake of the Lord’s

~supper. 1 admit that Christ is the true faith, and his church

true order, and that faith is the means by which men belong
to the true order. If this iz what is meant by the same faith,
we shall not object, we are agreed.. But if sect is referred to,
we object. As to order, if nothing but gospel order is meant,
very well; but we do not believe that one child of God should

dictate just what another should believe or what church he

should belong to in order that he may be in the right church.
for the visible church is but an organic body of Christians,
and placing your name on the church book of the best church
on earth does not make you a Christian. The eunuch that be-
lieved and was baptized, what church did he join? Here is

-+ faith and here is order. Now we ask if the eunuch were to

wish to commune with some of the churches, would he be al-

lowed the right? No; he is not the same faith and order, yet

he is admitted in heaven, but could not be admitted to a sec-
tarian table. At the Lord’s table all his people have a perfeet
right, b2 he who he may, and when the supper is set, and all
of God’s people are not invited, it is not the Lord’s, but a
sectarian supper. ‘“So we, being many, are one body in Christ,
and every one members one of another” (Rom, 12:5), and the
way we Lecome one body is by being baptized into that body,
and, of course, this is spiritual baptism. He that gets in by
water baptism, the same is a thief and a robber, and when any



- , L 15
‘one gets into that body in a way he has a legal right to all the
benefits and privileges of that body. ‘“For we being many, are
one bread and one body, for we are all partakers of that one ~
bread.” Cor. 10:17. By partaking we exhibit a oneness of
that body. Who is meant by “we”? It certainly means all
Christians of all ages. .“When you come -together, .tarry one

- for another, be of one mind,” but let the Word of God con-

trol the mind. If it had ever been intended by the Savior
- that the supper should be guarded, as some attempt to guard
it, God would have endowed the judges with power to discern
‘the pure from the impure. But the standpoint from which to
judge is water baptism, and a legal administration of the same.
So, if baptism by immersion, and a legal administration, this
settles the matter, and Christian character is left entitely out,
by which some make a woeful mistake; for, after all this pre-
caution, some have been fcund unworthy of the least of the
privileges of any church. To admit immersion to be the only
mode of baptism, and a true believer receiving it, is this not
all right? Some would answer, “If by a legal administrator,
this is all that is wanting.” Is it not purely a personal matter?
So it is the duty of the preacher to baptize, and of the ap-
. plicant to beé baptized. When this is done, each has performed
a personal duty. If T had never been baptized and had to
wait until I found one whom I knew to be a legal administrator,
I would never be baptized at all, as I cannot know the heart
-of man. Two acting in concert, one acting in good faith and
the cther not. Every Christian is strictly responsible for his
own acts, and not for another. Simon the sorcerer, “be-
. lieved and was baptized,” and that by a legal administrator,
- and vet it was discovered that he was not a Christian. So we
see baptism by a legal administration does not confer anv
claims to Christian rights, as this proves it to be a personal
matter: for we clearly see that the apostle, inspired as he
- was, did not discover the evil of Simon'’s heart: neither can
-we know the heart of man. When we do our duty, it is ours;

when an applicant, it is his. So we find that repentance, faith,
baptism and Christian duties, all are personally accountable
~ to God and not to man. Various are the opinions of men, and

~ the way we account for them is in the capacity of men; and

If we use the capacity God hag given we do not think that we
should be eternally condemned for what we cannot help. The
church of Christ is divided into many members, but is one spir-

itual bodv and Christ the head: and they should have the

same care for each other that the fleshy body has for its mem-
bers. Should Christians commune together at the Lord’s table?
“What God hath joined together let no man put asunder.”
Christians do all feel alike if they do not think alike. They
can preach together, sing and love together, and should they
not commune together? Then a union and free communion is -
~ forced upon us. Christ said he would .drink no more of the
fruit of the vine until he should drink it anew in his kingdom.
Qo assembled at God’s table in heaven, so should we be on earth..

-~
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