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PROCEEDINGS.

The second annual session of the Bear Creek Freewill
Baptist Association convened with Hopewell Chuarch,
Winstou county, Octotier the 8th, 1898, Taeintrodue-
tory sermon was pircached by Rev, W. C. MeCombs His
text was Mark 1oe, 15v. He was folloned by Rev. R.
I’. Campbell.  After religious service, an intermission of
one hour was taken for refreshments; and then the
ministers and delegates were requested to meet io the
house, organiz- and proeeed to business.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Associntion met pursnant to the request of the
moderator. Sioging by the congregntion. Prayer and
calied to order by Rev, Porter Dubois, the former mod-

erator. Afrer which business was trangacted asfollows:

1. Letters from the churches were called for, handed
in and vead and contents noted as per statistical table.

2. Called for petitionary letters, and opened thednor
for the recoprion of new churchesto tihe body. Received
and read two lefters—one from Pleasant Grove and the
other from Cooper Chapel. The churches were found to
be orthodox in doetrite, and organized aceording to our
form of governmment,

On wotion, they were received and their names enroll-
ed on the minutes.

3. DPreceeted to permanently organize the body by
the el-cticn of o fficers; whereupon, Rev. G. B. Haney
wa< eleeted Modertor; Bro. H. W. King, Clerk; and Bro.
J.ED Wikson Corrsapondirg Seotetary

4. Called for correspondents from sister Associations,
and received brethren A, J. Incle J. T. White and P. IR.
McCaig from the Jasper Association. These brethren
were cordially received by exteading the right hand of
fellowship, and they accepted seats with us.

On motion, it was aoreed that the modera'torappoint
all the committees. The followirg are appointed:

ON PreacHinG—DBrethran R. T. Montgomery, J. A. Nix
and G. B. Boyed, with the deacouns of this church.






ON DocuoaenTs AND Orper oF BusiNess.—Revs. W. C.
McCombs, H. B. Foster and . Duboys, with the mod-
erator and clerk,

O~vSapBaTHScHOOLS —Rev. J. M. Haney, 4. B. Thomas
aud Bro. J, E. Wiison,

O~ Luterarure.—Rev, R. P. Cawpbell, J.S. Hunt and
Joho Alexander.

O~ Dreeaskep MINISTERS AND MEMBERS —Brethren D.
W. Dossanu, Henry Butler and B. Jackso-.

O~ Fixaxce —Brethren M. D. Havey, A.J. Brakefield
and Johu Motes.

Committee on preaching report that Rev. L. L. Nick-
ols preach tonight; Rev. P. H. Draiun, alternate. Rev. G.
. Haney preach Sunday morning at 9 o'clock, Rov. H.
3. Foster, alternate. Lev. W.C. McCombs preach Sunday
at 11 o’clock, Rev. R. P. Campbell, alternate. Rev J. P.
MeVay preach Sunday night; Rev J. M. Haney, alter-
nate, Rev. 2. B. Poo! preach Monday at 11 o'clock;
Iev. Porter Duboys, alternate,

Re=pectfally anhmitted,
R. T. MoxTgoMERY, Chairman

Owu motion, the report isadopted and com. discharaed

On motion, the Association adjonrued to meet Mon-
day morning 8 o'clock. Prayer by the moderator.

Saturday vight Bro Nickols preached, followed by
brother Draiun.

ORDER OF SERVICE ON SABBATH.
Sunday morningat ) o’cloek, Rev. G B Haney preach_
ed: followed by Rev. L., B. Foster At 11 o’clock Rev,
W. (. MeCombe preached followed by Rev. R P Camplell,

Moxbay MorNiNg, Oet. 10th, 1898
Phe Association met pursuant toadjournment. Pray-
or and called to order by the moderator. The clerk call-
ed the roll and the minisrers and delegates answer 1o
their names. Then proeeeded to busivess as follows:
The proceedings ot ¥aturday were read and adopted.

Invitation was eiven to ministers of other denomina-
{ions to rfake seats with us. Nouwe present,
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Reports of committees are called for and presented as
follows:

ON DOCUMENTS AND ORDER OF BUSINESS.

We your committee on Documents and Order of Business report as
follows: We recom:mend the former order of business of the Bear
Creek Association, and that the saints ought to wash each others feet.
This to be appended to our Articles of Faith. And we also recommend
that this Association convene on Saturday before the second Sunday in
October 1899, with Mount Zion Church in Lawrence county, Ala.
We recommend that Queries before this body shall be written and re-
ceived by motion, and that the Union Meeting convene with Rocky
Grove Church, in Marion county, Ala. And in the ninth Article the
words (not or acceptable) be left out.

Respectfully submitted,
W. C. McComss, Chairman.

On motion, the report is adopted, and the committee discharged.

ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.

We the committee on Sabbath Schools present our report. We find
only one Sabbath School in our Association which shows that the inter-
est is at alow ebb. We recommend thet the pastors of each church
lecture in their respective localities on the subject. We recommend
Freewill Baprist literature. We find the School at Nebo Church. God
bless their aims.

Respectfully submitted,
J. 13, WiLsox, Chairman.
On motion, the report is adopted, and the committee discharged.

ON DENOMINATIONAL L'ITERATURE.

We your committee on Denominatioral Literature present our report:
We recommend the prayerful reading of the Bible because it is the book
of inspiration, and the only safe guide to the soul in search of eternal
life. For our Denominational Literature, we recommend the use of the
Baptist Review and the Baptist Harmony.

Respectfully submitted,
J. W. ALEXANDER, Chairman,

On motion, the report is adopted, and the committee discharged.

ON DECEASED MINISTEXS AND MEMBERS.

We your committee on Deceased Ministers and Members report the
following. During the past year death has entered the pales of our
churches and taken from us our memtors whose names are given in our
report as follows: Bro. J. A. Davis azed 25 years; and sister Viry
Smith, died the 15th of September, aged 21 years; and Bro. John Maro-
na died August 18th, 1898 They all died in a living faith; but their
<eath leaves a vacant place in the church and in their families that no
one else can fill.  But we hope our loss is their eternal gain,

Respectfully submitted,
B. Jacksox, Chairman,
On motion, the report is adopted, and the committee discharge.



ON PFINANCE.

We your committee on Finaree report as follows: We tind thirteen
dollurs and fifty cents ($13 50) sent to this Association as minute and
associational funds.

Lespectfully submitted,
M. D. Haxkey, Chairman.

On motion, the report is adopted, and the committee discharged.

On motion, the Association adjourned for preachiog,
and to weet at half past one o’clock.

AFTERNOON SEESSION.
The Association met pursaanttoadjournment. Pray-

er by Bro. John Dutton. Called to order by the moder-
ator,

On motion, it was agreed to drop the question of an
evangelist.

On motion, it was agrsed to elect 1 Treasurer, which
resulted in the choice of Bro. J. A. Nix.

On moticn, the Finanee commitree was instructed to
pay thie funds in their hands to the Treasurer.

On motion, the Association adjrurned to meet half
past 8 o'clock towmorrow morning. Prayer by Rev. J.
M. Haney.

Tuespay MorNING, Oct. 11th, 1898.

The Association met parsuanttoadjrurnment, Pray-

er by Rev. J. P. McVay. The woderator ealled the body
to order.

The question of time as to when to take the Lord’s
Sapper, was tabled.

On motion, it was avtoed to appoint a ecommittes to
look afrer the snnisters of the Association. The follow-
ing are appointed: Bro T W. Dosson, post office, 191-
mon, Ala.  B. Jackson, Nauvoo, Ala. J, W. Stiteher,
Spruce Pine, Ala. G B, Boyed, Hawilton, Ala. J..J.
Johnson, Pool, Ala.

The question of what is thetest of fellowship, decided
that it is the right hand of church fellowship.
On motion, 1t was agreed to defer the gquestion as to

the duty of pastor to cliarch, and church to pastor,
until our next Association,
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On motion, it was agreed, that the question that was
gprung in the Union Meeting be =ent back to the Union
Meeting that was not settled, andthe remainder of the
Union Meetings be appended to the minutes of our As-
sociation.

On motion, it was agreed that themoderatorappoint
corresponding delegates to siswr Associations. The
fo'lowing areappointed:

To the Jasper Association—Ruv. J. M. Haney, Rev.
Porter Duboys, Rev. K. B. Pool.

To the Flint River Association—Rev. J. P. McVay,
Rev. P. H. Drain, Rev. John Alexander.

To the Brown's Creek Associarion—Rev. H. B. Foster,
Rev. G. B. Hauey, Rev. L. L. Nizkols.

To the Vernon Association—FEev. E. A. Palmer, Rev.
G B. Boyed, and Bro. John White.

On motion, it was agreed that our Corresponding
S-cretary write the letters to the several Associations,

On motion, Bro. J. S. Rusk is excluded from this As-
gociation, aud that we withdraw the hand of church
fellowship from him.

On motion, it was agreed to postpone the question
of a formulated governmentuutil our next Association.

On motion, it was agreed to pay the clerk fourdollars
for his sevices.

Ona motion, it was agreed tosave our minute work
done at the Baptist Review Job Office, Goldsboro, N.C.,
and that Bro. Nash be requested to send the minutes
due each church to their clerks.

On motion, it is agreed that. our next Association
meet: with Mount Zion Church, Lawrence county, Ala.,
7 miles South-East of Leighton: and that it commence
on Saturday before thosecond Sondayin October, 1899.

On montion, Rev. H. B. Foster was elected to preach
the introductorv sermon; Rev. W. C. McCombs, al-
ternate.

On motion, it was agreed to hold thefirst Union Meet-
ne with Rocky Grove Church in Marion county onSat-
urdav before the second Sunday in August, 1899.

On motion, Rev. Porter Dutoys waselected to preach
the introductory sermon.



~On motion, it was agreed to have the Articles of Faith,
Coustitution and Rules of Decorum appended to our
minutes.

On motioun, & vote of thanks is given to Hopewell

Church and the citizens cf this community for kindness
and hospitality shown to members and visitors of the
Association.

On motion, a vote of thanks is given to the officers
of the Association for the faithful manner ina which they
have presided over the body.

Oun motion, the Association adjourns to meet at the
time and place above named. Prayer was offered, after
which the moderater made some appropriate remarks.
A hymn was sung and ths parting hand was taken amid
tears and shouts of joy.

G. B. HaNEY, Moderator.
[1. W. Kina, Clerk.
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ORDAINED MINISTERS AND THEIR POST OFFICES.

R >v. PorTeER DUBoyYs, Eatonton, Franklig county. Ala.
“ W. C McCowmss, Haleysville, Winsta+ county, Ala.
* G. B. Hangey, Phileampbell, Frankliy county, Ala.
“ R. P. CampBELL, Leighton, Colberkcounty, Ala.

J. W. ALEXANDER, Lynn, Winston cosaty, Ala.

T. L. Lowry, Leighton, Colbert courty, Ala.

M M SumMmEeRs, Avoea, Lawrence eointy, Ala.

J. M. Haney, Spruce Pine, Franklin ¢unty, Ala.

R. P. Suapix, Double Springs, Winston county, Ala.

H. B. Foster Bear Creek. Marion county, Ala.

P. W. A. CrumMBIA, Hami'ton, Marior county, Ala.

E. A. PauMER, Hamilton, Marion county, Ala.

‘L. L. Nrckors, Hamilton, Marion county, Ala.

““ J. P. McVay, Gum Pond, Lawrence esunty, Ala.

P. H. DraiN, Moulton, Lawrence county, Ala.

‘¢ E. B. Poow, Lynn, Winston county, Ala

* Joux WHITE, Detroit, Lamar county, Ala,

LICENTIATE MINISTERS AND THEIR POST OFFICES.

J. E. WiLsoN, Double Springs, Winstoa sounty, Ala.
W. P. Scorr, Russellville, Franklin county, Ala.

I
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CONSTITUTION.

ArricLE 1. This Association shall be knpwn as the Bear Creek Free-
will Baptist Association, of Ala.,and being rumposed of delegates from
the different churches forming the same, each church being entitled to
three delegates.

2. This body shall be considered an advisory counsel, but having
no authority over the affairs of the churches

3. Each church in this Association shall be considered an advisory
body, and shall control its own internal affairs in matters of discip-
line, &c. It may however in extreme cases, callaid fromsister churches.

4. All questions of doctrine and matters of general interest shall be
svttled]by a two-thirds vote of the Association, and the decision shall
be final.

The officers of this Association shall be a Moderator, Clerk and Treas-
urer, who shall be chosen at each scssion by a majority of votes.

6. TLkis Association shall meet annually it such time and place as
may be agreed upon by a previous auuual 2:s8100, aird ~asllnotadjourn
finally until all the business is transacted.

7. “Churches wishing to become members of this Association must
adopt its Articles of Faith and conform to s usages.

8.  We agree as churches of this Association to use our best influence
to promote the interest of all moral and benevolent instittutions, such
as the Temperance Cause, Sabbath School, Missionary work, &c.

9. No member of this Association shall be eligible to the office of
Moderator more than two successive sessions, unless no other member
be competent to act in that capacity.

10. Any church of this Association failing to be represonted fortwo
years in succession, its name shall be dropped from our minutes.



ARTICILES OF FAITH.

OF GOD.—ARTICLE |. We beliive there is one, and but one, living and true
God, Whois in personality the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Equal and har-
monious in every Divine pericetion.

OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES -ArT. 2. We believe that God is the Author
of the Holy Bible; and that its «hings constitute the only infallible doe-
trine for the government of Hisy:hurch.

OF ORIGINAL APOSTASY.—ART. 3. We believe that Adam was created
holy; but by voluntary transgres=ion fell into depravity,and consequent}y in-
volved his posterity in sin.

OF FREE GRACE,—-ArT. 1 Ve believe that the grace of God comprehend s
all spiritual blessings. That the (Gospel is the power of God unto Salvation
That the Holy Spirvit not only neproves the world of siu, but is the means
whereby sinuers ave converted @nd made wise unto Salvation.

OF CHRISTIAN FAITH — vk 5. We believe that Christian Faith is belief
in Jesus Christ as the Son of Godand Redeemer ot the world, and we betieve
in tae nssiratioa of the Holy Scriptures That **Faith comes by hearing,
und heariug by the Word of God.”

OF REPENTANCE. —~ART. 6. We believe that repentance is sorrow for sin
and the kind of sorrow which ecnstitutes godly repentance, must be preced-
ed by effectaal convietion for sia.

OF FREE AGENCY —AnrT.7. Ve believe that the human wi.l is free. And
that men have ability to aceept or reject the conditions of salvation as they
are revealed in the Holy Scriptures.

OF PERSEVERANCE.—ART. 8. We do not believe under the Gospel dis-
pensation, thatany soul iselect.:d to eternal life, unconditionally But that
(hose who by Faith jersevere tefthe end will be saved Uhat it is possible for
men who have been converted, 1o ‘Make shipwreck of the Faith  .urn again
Lo sin and be finally lost.

OF GOOD WORK —ART 9. We believe that good work is the result of
Faithh and not of necessitly. Tha those who have Faith will do works of right-
cousness; while those who have o Faith, cannot de anything pleasing or ac-
ceptible unto God

OF CHRISTTAN BAPIISM.—~ .k 10, We believe that Christian Baptism is

he immersion in water of a believer inthe names of the Father, Son and
Holy @host. That Baptism cannot be Sceiptural y administered without
Faith in the suhject who receives it

OF THE LORD'S SUPPER,—A T, 11, We believe the Supper was instituted
by our Saviour as a commemortive ordivance. That the bread and wine
represent His body and blood.  Uhat it was instituted for Christians, and that
all Cliristians shosar wanie 1o " hoserviuyg Tnat sacred service, regardless of
names or denominational distinetions.

O THE SOUL —ART 12, W seiieve that man is a living soul. That the
body will di¢, but that the scowlisimmortal. That death is the separation
of the mortal and immortal part. of human beings.

OF THE RESURRETION --ARy, 13, We believe in the resurrection of the
dead.  When the resurrection shudl take place the soul and body will reanite
and form an immortal being That the righteous will be received into a
stiate of everhwsting happiness 0 reign with God forever und ever. *“But the
wicked will be bound hand wuad foot, aud cast into outer darkness. Tha
wicked are drive away in their wickedness, but the righteous have hope
inthe rdeati,
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRS T UNIONMEETING.

The first Union Meeting of the Bear Creek Freewill Baptist Associa-
tion met with Marshill Church, Frank' county, Ala. Saturday before
the second Sunday in August 1898. » introductory sermon was
preached by Rev. J. P McVay. His text was Luke 21Ic, 8v. Rev. J.
W. Alexander, alternate. After service the body adjourned to meet
ut 20’ clock.

AFTERNOON SESS[ON.

The body met pursuant to*adjournment, and was called to order by
the moderator. Business was transacted »< follows:

Called for letters from the churches, w'ich were handed in and read
and the names of churches and delegates eanrolled as presented.

Blue Springs—Brethren M. D. Haney and J. A. Smith.

Hopewell—Brethren S. T. Hopson and B. Jackson.

Bethel—Bro. W. D. Douthit.

Shady Grove—Brethren J. A. Nix and T. W, Estis.

Marshill—Brethren 8. M. Peppers and M. A. Herris.

Holms Chapel—Bro. J. P. McCoy.

Zion—Brethren J. 8 Hunt and R. S. Pickard.

Nebo—Brethren A. M. Clark and W. A. Thompson.

Pleasant Grove—DBro. A. W. Banks.

Harmony—Bredhiren C. C. Jeffreys and 4. Quillin.

Mount Zion—Rev. T. S. Lowry.

Called for new cuurches. None presented.

Tie moderator appoints a devotional committee as follows. Brethren
B. Jacksou, C. C. Jeffreys, and R. 8. Pickard, with the deacons of this
church.

Invitation was given to ministers of other denominations to take
seats with us.

On motion, it was agreed to adopt the former plan of our Union
Meetings und Rules of Decorum,

Call for destitutions. Noune presented.

(Clalled for Queries. A guection was -, :5 by %rv. W. C. Mec-
Combs  What shall be considered a destitution, and how supplied? 1t
was agreed that we don’t consider any church destitute, who fails to
make its own request, and its plan to be supplied.

Committoe on preaching report that Rev. W. C. McCombs preach to-
night;Rev. Thomas Williams to follow. Sunday at9 o’clock,Rev. J. M.
Huaney to preach, Rev. . H. Drain to follow. At 11 o’clock, Rev. T.
L. Lowry to preach, Rev. H. B. Foster to follow. Sunday night, Rev.
W. C. McCombs to preach, Rev. Thomas Williams to follow.

y B. Jacksox, Chairman.
On motion, the report is adopted, and the committee discharged.
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On motion, it was agreed to ¢ xcuse Rev. Porter Duboys on aecount
of the legal authorities, who cal'ed for him in their court.

On motion, Rev.T. L. Lowry was elected moderator protem.

On motion, the Association a¢:onrned to meet Monday morning 8
o’clock.

MORNs# G SESSION.

The body met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by Rev. J. P. Mc-
Vay. Called to order by the me;lerator. The ministers filled their time
as it was assigned to them.

On motion, a vote of thanks is given to this church and vicinity for
kindness shown them during this meeting.

On motion, the meeting adjowraed to meet with Mount Zion Church
Saturday before the second Sumiay in September, 1898.

T. L. Lowry, . Moderator.
H. W. KiNg, Clerk.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE 204 UNION MEETING.

The 2nd Union Meeting of the Bear Creek Freewill Baptist Associa-
tion convened with Mount Zion Church, Lawrence county, Ala. Sept.
10th, 1898. The introductory sermon was preached by Rev. Porter
Duboys. His text was 1st Tiwa. 4¢, 16v. Followed by Rev. R. P.
Campbell.  After service, an iermission of one hour was taken; and
after the intermission to meet for the transaction of business.

AFTERNOON SESSION.
The body met pursuant to ajournment Prayer and called to order
by the moderator. The clerk being absent, Bro. M. M. Summers was
appointed clerk protem.

Letters from the churches were called for, handed in and read, and
the names of the churches and delegates enrolled as follows:

Blue Springs—Brethren H. M. Franks and J. M. Jones.

Shady Grove—Brethren E. M. Nix and W. M. Fowler.

Betliel—Brethres T H E=Zsmayd C. M Baker.

Zion—Brethren W. P. Mnllius and Henry Clow

Bethlehem—Bro. R. R. Hall,

Harmony—Brethren J. E. Keut and W. A. Mullin

Mt. Zion—Brethren J. H. Ayers and T. W. Dosson.

Marshill—Bro. B. M. Tolerson.

The moderator appointed a devotional committee as follows, to wit:
Brethren H. M. Franks, J. M. Jones, E. M. Nix, W. M. Fowler and
T. H. Foster.

Then called for the reading of the minutes of the first Union Meet-
ing. The manuscript not being present it was deferred.
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Then called for unfinished business a
the first Union Meeting, and deferred to
It was discussed and deferred to the Assa -l

Committee on preaching report that T. L. Lowy, preach to-
morrow at 9 o’elock, followed by Re- “ Bummers. Rev. Porter
Duboys preach at 11 o’clock, followed by .»v. R P. Campbell. Bro.
Summers offered prayer

On motion, the body adjourned to meet ¥onday morning 9 o’clock.

MORNING SES:ION.

The boedy met pursuant to adjouramenr rayer and called to order
by the moderator. The clerk being abse  -.o. J. 8. Lowry was ap-
pointed to act in his place. Roll was ca’ ' and the ministers and
delegates anwer 1o their names.

On motion, & vote of thauks is given to this ehureh and community
for kindness and hospitality shown to us during our meeting. May
they enjoy the richest of heaven’s blessings.

XarTeER DuBoys, Moderator.
J. 8. Lowry, Clerk pre tem.

RULES OF DECORUM.

Az=ricLe 1. The Association shall be «'ted to order by the Mod-
erator who presided at the last session. Foermer Clerk also officiating
until the body is fully organized.

2. The Association shall be opened and closed with singing and
praer.

3 The Moacrator and Clerk shail be choson by ballot at each sess-
ion of the Association. A majority ot votes by the delegates present
elects.

4, The names of delegates from the different churches shall be en-
rolled und called us often as necessary duripg the session.

5 A majority of delegates present shall rale in all cases, except in
the reception of churches, then it shall be unanimous.

6. The Moderator shall not be entitled tc ~ote, exrent in cases of ®
tie; snd then he shall give the deciding vot He s e eatitled to
speak on any question after ovnc.s iave spe, ca, proviuw., he appoint
8)me one 1o the chair while he is speaking,

7. Only one person shall speak at the same time, who shall arise and
address the Moderator.

8. No brother shall be interrupted while speaking, unless he depart
from the subject under discussion, or use words of personal reflection.

9. No person shall be allowed to speak more than twice on the same
subject, without leave of the Association, nor more than fifteen minutes
atatime.

10. No member shall laugh or talk durir ; the time the debates are
going on.

11. No member snall absent himself from the Association without
leave of the Moderator.




STATISTICAL TARLE.

FOR 1895,
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