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OFFICERS 

• 

Rev. Ira D. Garrison, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Moderator 
Rev. J. F. Williams, ................. .. Assistant Moderator 
C. A. Porter, .. .. .. ..... . ..... ..... . .. .. . ......... ............... Clerk 
J. W. Doss, .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. Corresponding Secretary 
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The next session of this Association will meet with 
New Prospect, Four miles East of Lynn Station, in 
Winston County, Friday before the second Sunday in 
October, 1934. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

The Thirty-sixth Annual Session of the Bear Creek Freewill 
Baptist Association convened with Oak Grove Church October 
6th, 7th, and 8th., 1933. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached by Rev. C. W. Phillips, 
text, Titus 2:11. After which an Intermission of one hour was 
taken for refreshments. 

The Association then reassembled in the house. Singing by 
congregation. Prayer by k ev. W. H. rearce, then another song 
by the congregation. The former Moderator and Clerk being 
present. The moderator declared the house in order for trans
action of business. The l\1oderator appointed J. W. Doss and 
J. F. Williams reading clerks. 

The Moderator then called for letters from each church, was 
handed in and read as per statistical table then called for peti
tionary letters, two received. Mars Hill and Wells Chappel giv
ing right hand of fellowship to the delegates. The Moderator 
then called for correspondence frmn sister associations and new 
churches and all the delegates were seated. 

The Association then preceeded to permanently organize by 
electing officers as follows: 

Rev. Ira D. Garrison, Moderator; Rev. J. F. Williams, Assist
ant Moderator; C. A. Porter, Associational Clerk; J. W. Doss, 
Corresponding Secretary. 

The Moderator then appointed committees as follows: 
On Devotion, J. W. Doss, Neal Miller and G. R. Porter Hustion 

Wells with Deacons of this church, Oak Grove. 
On Document and Order of Business, J. F. Williams, W. 0. 

McDonald, R. A. Sullivan, with Moderator and Clerk. 
On Sabbath School, W. H. Lawrence, C. W. Phillips and Van 

Vickery. 
On Roll of Ministers, Andrew Estell, W. M. Martin and G. R. 

Porter. 
On Finance, W. H. Lawrence, Sallie Wells, and K. A. Phillips. 
On Deceased Minister s and Men1bers, Myrtle Garrison, Wil-

liam Arnold and Nora Mae Wells. 
On Literature, W. H. Pearce, L. 0. Bates and Bill Bate::i. 
Adjourned until next morning. 
Saturday morning the Association met according to adjourn

ment. After singing by the congregation, and prayer and anoth
er song, the Moderator called the roll and a quorum being pres
ent, declared house in order for business. Called for reports of 
committees which were handed in and adopted and committees 
discharged as follows: 

ON DOCUl\tENT AND ORDER OF BUSINESS 

'Ve, yom~ committee, beg leave to report: 
First, That we correspond with Sister Associations. 
Second, That our Deacon Investigate the standing of ministers 

unknown to them, who try to fill our desks. 
Third,That the Clerk be allowed $5.00 for his service and that 

he superintend the printing of the l\1inutes. 
Fourth, That the Moderator be allowed $5.00 for his service 

and that he looks after the distitute churches and tries to fill 
each with a Pastor. 

Fifth, That a church wishing to be organized, shall call to their 
assistance an ordained minister of our denomination, whc being 
in good standing- with the Association, shall call a Presbytery 
consisting of not less than two ministers or deacons and one clerk 
of our denon1ination in good standing. The articles of Faith 
and church covenant shall be read and adopted. 

Sixth, That each male member of each church pay not less than 
25 cents each year for Association funds. 

Seventh, That we receive no Baptsim except it be administer
ed by a man orda~ncd by a leg-al Presbytery., and that we except 
no Balntism except it be in the name of the Father and Son and 
Holy Ghost. 

J. F. Williams, Chairman 

• COMl\-IITTEE ON SABBATH SCHOOLS 

We, your com1nittee, beg leave to reoort we find six Sabbath 
Schools in the bounds of our Association, viz. Oak Grove, Del
mar, Blue Springs, Hickory Grove, New Prospect, and Wells 
Chappel 

W. H. Lawrence, Chairman. 

COl\fl\fiTTEE ON ROLl~ OF l\IINISTERS 

'Ve, your committee, beg leave to report we find ordained min-
i~tcrs in good standing as follows: 

Rev. Z, A. Frost, HaleyYille, Ala., Route One. 
Rev. Ira D. Garrison, Delmar, Ala. 
Rev. 0. G. Lane, Double Springs, Ala., Route Three. 
Rev. C. W. Phillins, Carbon Hil1, Ala. 
Rev. W. 0. McDonald, Empire, Ala. 
Rev. J. M. Kelsey, Double Springs, Ala., Route Three. 
Rev. W. H. Pearce, Russellville, Ala., Route Six. 
Rev. R. A. Sullivan, Russellville, Ala., Route Six. 
Rev. W. H. Lawrence, Cullman, Ala. 
Rev. J. F. Williams, Empire, Ala., Route One. 
Rev. Henry Clark, Haleyville, Ala., Route One. 

Licentiates 
Rev. F. A. Alexander, Fall City, Ala., Route One. 



ON DECEASED MINISTE RS AND :MEMBERS 

We, your committee, beg leave to report we find four deaths 
Corinth, Two ad follows : 

Bro. John Batemen, age 49 years; Bro. Billie Watson, age 81 
years. 

Oak Grove: Rev. J . H. Duboise, ag-e 85 years 
Hickor y Grove, J . D. Taylor, age 40 years. 
We have lost the sweet companionship of these loved ones, but 

our loss is heaven's gain, so let us bow in humble submission ~-o 
His will and be ready when He calls us to meet these loved ones, 
where parting will be no more. 

Myrtle Garrison, Chairman 

COMMITTEE ON LITERATURE 

We, your committee, beg leave to report: 
We recommend the prayerful study of The Holy Bible, also that 

our rnembers subscribe to the Freewill Baptist paper printed at 
Ayden. N. C. Further that we use gooJ literature in our Sabba1;h 
Schools W. H. Pearce, Chairman. 

Adjourned for preaching. Saturday at eleven o'clock Bro. J . H. 
Homes preached, followed by Bro. J. F . Williams. After preach
ing, dismissed one hour for refreshments . 

Saturday afternoon then reassembled in the house singing by 
congregation. After prayer and. another song preceeded with tne 
bustnes::>. 

COMl\1ITTEE ON FINANCE 

We, your committee, beg leave to r eport we find in the treasury 
$13.15, taken a collection of $4.50 and :.:;aturday ntght Blue Springs 
was repr esented with letter and $2.00. lVIinutes funds total $19.65. 
P,y move and second, the money was turned over to tl1e Clerk and 
instructed to have the minutes printed. 

W. H. Lawrence, Chairman 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

Elected Elder J . F. Williams to fiil the place of 0 . G. Lane. Pre3-
bytery taken up the ordination of Deacons and lVIinisters. Min
utes as follows: 

W. H. Pearce, R. A. Sullivan and W. H. Lawrence, these choose 
their spokesmen and were ordained. 

Deacons ordained: J. T . Dodd, he spoke for himself, after ex
amining of Rev. Henry Clark, surrendered his old credentials of 
the Missionary Baptist church and was given Freewill Baptist 
credentials. Move and second that we correspond with Sister As_ 
sociation. Appointed delegates (Flint River), Rev. Z. A. Frost 
and Rev. J. F . Williams . 

Moved and seconded we correspond by letter to the State Line 
Muscle Shoals and State Line Association, Morning Star Associa
tion 

REPORT OF EVANGELIST 
I have tra,·eled about 250 miles, preached about 40 sermons, 

Baptised 6, received as help from :b nnt .H.IVer .Association ~2 .00 
from Blue Springs, 70 cents, from Ira D. Garnson, $14.00, total 
$16.70. J . F. Williams, Evangelist 

RECEIVED A MOTION IN ORDE R 
That we elect Efaer J. F . Williams as our Evange:ist for t he en

suing year. :Moved and a second, that th~ next session of this b?dy 
mee1- with New Prospect ch urch, four nules East of Lynn Statwn, 
in Winston County. Elected Elder Henry Clark to preach t he 
Introductory Sermon and Elder W. H. Lawrence, Alternat e 
Committe appointed to point out the Evangelist route, Elder Z. A. 
Frost E lder Ira D. Garrison, Elder Henry Clark and J. W . Doss. 

A ~otion of thanks was extended to Oak Grove church and 
community for their kindness and hospitality shown us during 
our stay among them. also to the officers of this Association for 
their faithful aischarge of their duties during this meeting. T_he 
parting hand was taken amid tears and rejoicing dismissed by 
prayer by Rev. Ira D. Garrison. 

C. A. Porter, Clerk 

DEVOTION 
Introductory Sermon preached by Elder C. \V. Phillips, Fl·iday 

at 11 o'clock. 
r riday night, Elder Henry Clark, followed by Elder Ira D. Gar-. 

nson. Eld 
Saturday at 11 o'clock Elder J. H. Homes, followed by er 

J. F. Williams. 
Saturday n1ght, Elder 1Vli1ler and Elder Lawrence. . 
Sunday at 11 o'clock, Elder Z. A. Frost. After preaching 

taken Sacrament and Washed Feet, led by Elder Z. A. Frost. 

CH URCH COVEN ANT 
• 

Having been brought, as we humbly trust, by divi~e gTace .to 
en1brace the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior and having obtain
ed justification by faith in His name, as members of the F ree-

will Baptist Church at .............................. . ...... ............... .. ........... . 
agree: 

1. To watch oYer each other in 10\ e, to pray fo~ each .other 
aJ members of a comn1on faith, e\·er striYing to keep the unity of 
the soirit in the bonds of peace. 

2. We will not speak e\Til of another, nor will we prose-
cute or expose the faults of the weak men;b~rs of o~r church,, but 
we will endeavor to be governed by Paul s InstructiOns to Timo
thy : "That we will reprove, rebuke and exhort" each other as 
members of a comn1on brotherhood. . 

3. V.fe are commanded to do good unto all men, especially 
to those who are of the household faith . But we should re-:ne~ber 
that our relations to each other are closer, and the obhgatwn; 
more binding, than that of a common bond of .Christian Cha rit.v. 
In adopting this covenant we become as a fam1ly, and assume In 
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a Christian sense the care and responsibility that the members of 
a family should feel for each other. · 
· 4. - We will" attend the stated meetings · of our church unless 

we are providentially hindred · or uncontrollable circumstances 
prevent .. , us. And .we will contribute of our means as the Lord has . 
prospered us for the support of our pastor and other neccessary ex
penses of our church. And we will prefer the service of our church 
to that of. any other; and will pray for our pastor while he is 
preaching -the word to us·. i 

5. We will not injure our influence in . the house of the 
Lord by accepting seats among the ungodly and siners, but wiJl 
occupy seats near the pulpit. and use the natura! powers which the 
Lord has given us to praise His Holy N arne. vVe will sing with 
those who sing and pray with those who pray. 

6. . We will not be guilty of the sin of Sabbath breaking 
by. making Sunday visits to our neighbors which is a double sin 
against the law of God for in so dOing we fail to att end the house 
or the Lord and hinder others who might wish to do. so. Let us 
remember the laws of 1\foses which condemn Sabbath breaking 
and the words of the ·inspired apostle which says, "Forsake not 
the:assemblin·g of yourselves together as the manner of smne is." 

7. We will not neglect secret and public p~ayers, and those 
of us who are heads of families will stnve to aedicate our house
hold to the service of God by teaching our children the great 
necessity of the Christian religion as tne only hope · of napptness 
after death. . \Ve will adopt the covenant of -Joshua, the servant 
of the Lord, and say: ~'But as for n1e and my house, we will serve 
the Lord." 

CONSTITUTiON · 

1. This Association shall be known as the Bear Creek Free
will Baptist Association, of Alabama, being cornposed of minis
ters and delegates from the different churches forming the same, 
each church being entitled to three delegates with their ministers 

. 2. This body shall be considered as an ·advisory council, but 
having no· authority over the affairs of .the churches. · 

. : 3. Each church in this association shall be considered an 
, advisory body and shall control its own internal affairs and all 

matters of discipline, etc. ·It may, however in extereme cases, call 
for. aid from sister churches. , -

·4. · All questions of doctrine and matters ·of 'general interest 
shall be settled by a two-thirds vote of the Association and the 
decision shall be final. . 

· 5. 'ihe officers of this Association shall be, Moderator, As
sistant Moderator, Clerk, Treasurer and Corresponding Secretary. 

6. This Association shall meet 1 annually at .such times and 
places as may be agreed upon·by a previous session and shall not 
adjourn finally until the business is transacted. · 

7. Churches wishing to become members of this Associa.:. 
tion·must adopt its articles of faith and conform to its usages. 

8. we· agree as churches of this Association to use our best ' 
influence to promote the interest of all moral · and benevolent in

stitutions, such as the temperance cause, Sabbath Schools,. 1\iis-
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sionary work and 'so forth. . . 
9 No member of the Association shall be e1igible to the of

fice of :Moderator more than two successive ses~ions . unless no 
other member be competent to act in that .capacity . . 

· 10. Any church if. this Association failing to be rep.resented 
· for two years in successio.n· shall b~ dropped from our ~Iunutes. 

11. The Moderator shall appoint all commit_tees. · 
12. All business coming before ·this ·body shall be recom

mended, if constitutional. If the committee refuse any q~ery 
·brought before them, the one that presented it shall have a right 
to bring it before the Association committee standing during the 

0 

sess10n. 

RULES OF DECORUl\l 
· ·1. The Association shall be. called to · order by th~ ~Io~eratot• 
who presided at the last. session, former Clerk, also offtctabng un- , 
til the body is. fully organized. · · 

2. ··The Association shall be opened and closed with singing 
' and prayer. · · 

· 3. The :Moderator · and Clerk · shall be chosen by ballot at 
each session of tne Association, a majority of the votes by the . 
delegates preeent shall elect. · . · . 

4. The names of the delegates from the church shall bP 
·enrolled and caHed as often as necessary during the session. 

5. A majority of delegates present shall rule in all cases 
except in the reception of churches, then it shall be unanimous . . · 
, 6 . . The Moderator shall not be entitl~d. to vote except in 
case of a .tie and then he shall give . the deciding vote. He shall 
be entitled to speak on any question aft~~- ot~ers h~ve spo~eh,, 
provided he appoints some ·one to the cha1r w~1le he 1s speaku}g· 

7. Only one person shall speak at the time, · who shall rtse ~ 
· and address the :Moderator. · ·. . · · 

8. No · person will. be allowed to speak. ~ore than twice on 
1
the same subje~t without leave of the A:,ssociatlOn, nor more than· 
fifteen minutes at a time. . · . · 

9. No person shall laugh and talk during the time the de- · 
· bates are going on., · 

-10. No member shall absent himself· from the Association 
without leave of the Association; . 

11. That not !ess than three officiating officers ' compose a 
legal pr~sbytery. ·· 

-------
ARTICLE OF.FAITH 

1. GOD-We believe that there is one and only one true 
and living God, who is in personality the Father, Son and Holr 
Ghost equal and harmonious in every divine perfection_ Corin-
thians 8:6; and :Matthew 28:19. . , . 

2 . . THE HOLY SCRIPTUR~We believe that God is the 
author of the Holy Bible and its teachings constitute the only inv 
fallible doctrines for the government of His church: II Timothy: 
3:16. 

3. ORIGINAL APOSTACY-\Ve believe that Adam was 
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created Holy but by voluntary transgression fell into depravity 
and consequently involved l1is posterity in sin. Gen. 2 :17; and 
Gen. 3 :3. 

4. FREE GRACE-We believe the Grace of God compre
hends all spiritual blessings, that the Gospel is the power of Uod 
unto Salvation, that the lioly Spirit not only reproves the world 
of sin, but IS the means whereby smners are conYerted and made 
wise unto Salvation. Matt. lu :8 and lVlatt. 11:27. 

5. CHRISTIAN FAITH-We believe that Christian Faith 
is the belief In the L01·d Jesus Christ as the Son of G-od, the l:<.e
deemer of the world and in the divinity of t he Holy Scriptures,. 
that faith comes by hearing and heanng by the word of God. 
I John 1; Homans 10 :1'7. 

6. REPENTANCE-We believe that repentance is sorrow 
for sin and the kind ot sorrow which produces Godly repentance 
must be proceeded by ef:tectual conv1<..;tion of sin. Corinth1an;::; 
7:10; ana Homans ~ :4. 

7. FREE AGENCY-We believe that the human will is 
free and that men have the ability to accept or reject the conoi
tions of salvation as they are revealed In the holy Scripture. 
Joshua 24 :15; lV1atthews 6:24. • 

8. PRESEVERANCE-We do not believe under gospel dis
pensation the soul 1s elected to eternal nfe unconditwnatfy, but 
that those who by faith presevere to the end will be saved; that 
it is possible for men who have been converted to make ship
wreck of their faith, turn again to sin and be finally lost. II Peter 
2:20; John 15:6. 

9. OF GOOD \VORK-We believe that good work is the re
sult of faith and of necessity ; that those who haven't faith can
not do anything pleasing unto God. 

10. OF CHRISTIAN BAPTISM-We believe that Chris
tian Baptism is the immersion in water of a believer in the name 
of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost-that baptism cannot be scrip
tually administered without faith in ihe subject who receives it. 

11. OF THE LORD'S SUPPER-We believe t hat the Sup
per was instituted by our Savior as a comn1emoraiive ordinance; 
that the bread and wine represent His body and blood; that it 
was instituted for Christians, and alJ Christians should unite in 
observing that sacred service, regardless of name or denomina
tional distinction; we also believe that the Saints ought to wash 
each other's feet. 

12. OF THE SOUL-We belie\·e that man is a living soul~ 
that the body will die, but the soul is immortal, that death is th~ 
separation of the mortal and immortal parts of the human body. 

13. OF SANCTIFICATION-,Ve believe in holiness and 
sanctification in this life, by the power and gi·'" ~ of God. 

14. We believe in the Resurrection of the dead, when the Re
surrection shall take place in the soul and body will unite and 
form an immortal being; that the righteous will be received into 
a state of everlasting ha!)!)iness to reign with God forever and 
ever, "but the wicked will be bound hand and foot and cast into 
outer darkness; the wicked are driven away in their wickedness, 
but the righteous have hope in their death." 

I 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS 
1. Invite visiting brethern and sisters to seats with us. 
2. Reading minutes of last meeting. 
3. Call for references. 
4. Call for neace and fellowshin. 
5. Open door of Church for the reception of members. 
6. Call for contribution for church expenses. 
7. Call for Acknowledgements. 
8. Call for new miscellaneous business. 
9. Motion for adjournment. 

FORM OF LETTER TO ASSOCIATION 
State of ........... ..... ...... .. .... ........ Coun~y of . . .... ... . . .. .. 

We, the Church of Christ at .... . . ... . . .... of t he 
Freewill order sendeth greetings to the ministers messengers 
and delegates composing the . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . 
annual session of the Bear Creek Freewill Baptist Association. 

We send as delegates: . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 
whom we d~~~ . ·~·~ ·~~~·~thy.·~£" ~~·~t~ . ~ith .. y~~~~· ............................ . 

Our statistics are as follows : 
Received by baptism . . ... . ; ReceiYed by letter · 

r eceived by restoration ............... ; r eceived by recommendatio~ 
. . . ; dismissed by letter . . died ; excluded 

; minute fund . . . . . . . . . . .. ; assodation fund ; 
former pastor . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . ; present pas. 
tor . . . .. . .. .. .. . .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . ; ordained ministers 

.. .. · · · · .. · .... · · .... · · ...... · · ·. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. ; day of 
meeting .... ; total membership . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . We 
petition the association to meet with us at 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

This done by order of church in conference. 
Remarks: .. ..... . ...... . ...... . . ..... 

• • • • 0 ••• 

• 0 • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • 0 ••• 

..... ~ . . . . . 
• ••• • ••••••• • •• 0 •• ••• ••••••• 0 •••••••• 0 • • • • • • 0 ••• 0 • • • • • ••• . . 

State of ... 

Rev. . . .. . . .. . . .. . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . .. .. . ................. . 
• • •••••• • •••• ••••••• - ••••• 0 ••••• • 0 • • • 0 • • • • • • • 0 • 0 0 • 

p. 0. .. ....................... . 
• 0 • • • • .. • • 0 •• 

FORM OF CHURCH LETTER 
.. .... County of 

Mode!'ator 
Church Clerk 

This is to certify that our belm·ed Brother (or Sister) 

... . . . . is in full fellowship with 

us, the Freewill Baptist Church of Christ at .. . . . . . . 

. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . and is hereby dismissed from 
us when joined to some other church within twelve months . 

This done by order of church in conference this 

day of .... ... ... . . .. .... ...... .... .. ... ...... ... ..... 193 . . 

Rev. . ........ ............ . 
• • 0 • • • lVfoderator 

• 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... ... . . . .. ... .. . .... Clerk 



STATISTICAL TABLE FOR 1934 
--··-
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CHURCH CLERK 
I 

Mars Hill ............... . Vv. A. Cummings ~~ ..... Roberta Bates, Phil Campbell, Ala., Rt. 1 17I$1.40il st. 
Wells Chappel 
Blue Springs 
Oak Grove 
Hickory Grove 
Corinth . 
Delmar 
t\ ew Prospect 
Mt. Moriah 

• 

Z. A. Frost Bessie Wells, Haley\·ille, Ala., Rt.l 7 OOQ l1st. 
W. H. Lawrence Rosia Carpenter, Phil Campbell, Ala., Rt 4. 46J 2.00 1st. 
Clifton Kimbroug C. A. Porter, Phil Campbell, Ala., Rt. 4. 100 1.50 4th. 
F. A. Alexander . Baid McGough r-._:...~ 40 2.50I3rd. 

• ' •••••••• 0 • • • • • 
C. W. Phillips . .. .. . W. M. Gilbert, Nauvoo, Ala., Rt. 2. 12 3.00I4th. 
Ira D. Garrison .. n1y:-t1e Garrison, Delmar, Ala. 14 1.50I3rd. 

..... :........ Ira D. Garrison .T. A. Este~l, Delmar, Ala., Rt.l. 33) 2.75 2nd. 
... ........ .. Ira D. Garrison Maud Barnett, Haleyville, Ala., Rt. 4. 61 .5014th -
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