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• • MINUTES 

of lhe 

FORTY-FIRST ANNUAL SESSION 

of the 

Bear Creek Free Will Baptist 
Association 

held with 

t TNION HILL CHURCH 
October 7, 8, 9, 19:38. 

OFFICERS 

Rev. C. C. Kimbrough, 1\Ioderator 
Rev. Irr.. D. Garrison, Assistant lVIoderaior 
C. A. Porter, Cle1·k 
.J A. Estell, Corresponding Sec'y 

'l'h e n·\~ct session of this A5sociation wiJ l meet 
with tho NE:w Prm~pect Church, four miles east of 
Lynn, A Ia ., in ' Vinston con nty, Friday befm·e the 
:;ec:ond Sunday in October, 1939. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

The Forty-Firs~. Annual Session of the Bear Creek Free Will 
Baptist Association convened with Union Hill church, Octboer 
7, 8 and 9, 1938. 

ln Introductory Ser1non was preached by Rev. C. C. Kim
brough. JntermissH>n ot one hour was taken for refreshments. 
F1·iday at noon the association then reassembled with singing 
by the congregation, and prayer by Rev. Z. A. F1·ost. 

The former :Moderator and Clerk being present, the l\1od-
(_)lator then called the house to order for transacting of business. 

1. Appointed reading clerks as follows: 
\V. S. 'l'ay!or, Andrew Estell. 
2. Called for lette1·s from each church. They were handed 

ir• and read as per statil';tical table. 
3. The rules of the association were read by Rev. Ira D. 

Garrison. The ~lass sang a song, and shook hands and adopted 
the rules. 

4. The l\tloderator called for petitionary letters. Received 
three -Lconat·d Chapel Church, Friendship Church and Old 
Poplar Springs Church. 

5. rrhe association then proceeded to permanently organize 
by electing offir.ers as follov1s: 

Rev. C. C. Kimbrough, lVIoderator. 
Hev. Ira D. G~tlTison, Assistant l\foderat or. 
C. A. Porter, Clerk. 
.J. A. Estell, Corresponding Secretary. 
H. The Mode·t'ator then appointed commiLtees as follo\VS: 
(Devotional)-Brcs. Olive 1\IcCreJii.;;, 1I. 1T. Terril, ,John 

Farker. 
(On Documen1 Anri Order Of Businegs)-Rev. John :Miller. 

~'T· Z. A. Frost, Bro. P. J. Box, with }Ioderator and A. C. C, 
(On Sabbath Schools)-Sisters Sarah Patterson, Pea1lic 

Spain, 1\Tm-lha Spain. 
(On Roll Of l\1inisters And Deacons)-Bro. Elmer Gnrl·i

son, Bro. Luther Batchelor. Bro. IT ood. 
(On Financc)-Rcv. W. II. Pearce, Bro. \V. S. Tnylor, B:o. 

<";. R. Porter. 
(On Deceased !\Iiniste1·s And Members )-Bro. Alhrrt. Bl'o 

Alvie Bea~s1ey, Bro K . L. Warren. 
(On Literal,ure)--Rro. Victor Gober, Bro. Lee Spain, Bro. 

Tom Mnncil. 
Ad jouncd until nPxt morn in g. 
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SATURDAY MORNING 

The Association 1net according to adjournn1ent singing by 
the congregation and prayer by Rev. John Miller.' The Clerk 
c~Jled the roll an_d a quorum being present the Moderator de
c.ared the house m order for transaction of business. Called for 
reports of committees which was handed in and adopted and 
committees discharged as follows: 

On Document and Ord er of Business: ' 

~e your comn1ittee, beg leave to report: 
F1rst, That '-Ve colTespond with Sister Associations. 

. Second, That our deacons investigate the standing of min-
lsters unknown to t.hero who try to fill our desk. 

'fhird, That the clerk be allorw oci $5.00 for his service and 
that he superintend the J)rinting of the Minutes. 
. Fourth, That the l\1oderator be allowed $5.00 for his serv
lCes an~ that he look after the destitute churches ant,d try to fill 
~ach w1th a pastor. 

. Fifth, Th!lt a chUl'ch wishing to be organized shall call io 
~h~n· ~ssistance an ordained minister of our denomination, who 
oemg 1n ~o?d stand1ng with the Association, shall call a Presby
tery rons1stJng of not legs than two ministers or deacons and one 
rJe~·k of our denon1ination in good standing. The Articles of 
Fa1th and Church Covenunt shall be read and adopted 

Sixth, That each male member of each church p~y not less 
than 25 cents each year for Association funds. 
. Seventh, That we receive no Baptism except it be admin
?stere~ by a man ordained by a legal Presbytery; and that it be 
done l!l the name of the Father and Son and Holy Ghost. 

E1ghth, That we. '~~11 no~ ordain any minister or deacon who 
has more. than one hvmg 'v1fe, regardless of whatsoever theil' 
excuse mtght be. 
. Ninth, That w~ investigate the standing of ordained min-
Ister~, that present themselves for membership. 
I• I ~n~h, vVe !"eC?mmE:>n.d th~t :v~ preach two preachers in the 
. .lssoc1ahon while tn sess10n, hm ttmg each to 30 minutes. 
. . Eleven~h, That ea .h n1inister mnl<e a report to the Asso· 

<' atwn of h1s year's work. 
Twel[th, That the Clerk furnish blanks for the n1inisters to 

make then· reports. 
Thirte-ent~ .. That w~ take the Lord's Supper and wash feet 

<tl every assoc1atwn. 
. FoUJte0nth, That we read the n1les of church when taking 
m members. REV .. JOHN ~fiLLER, Chah·man. 

SABRA TH SCHOOL 
We, your committuC', beg leave to report. We find five Sab

l>nf.h Scl~ools. Oak Grov0. about .'ixt.v members, New Prospect 
al~oui thn'ty_ men1?ers, D1ne Sprin~s about ten members, Union 
11111 about s1xty-f1ve mc·mh0rs. Fncnrl~hin about members un-
tf)ld. SARJAfT PATTON, Chai1man. 
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LITERATURE 

We, your committee, beg leave to report. We recommend 
the prayerful study of the Holy Bible, also our members sub
scribe for the Free Will Baptist Paper at Aden, N. C., and also 
we use FreP ¥li1l Baptist Literature. 

V. H . GOBER, Chairman. 
------

ROLL OF MINISTERS 

We, your committee, beg· leave to report. We find ordained 
ministers and deacons as follows : 4 

(BLUE SPRINGS) Deacons 
W. S. Taylor, Phil Campbell, R. 1. 
Joe Clark, Phil Campbell, Ala. n. 1. 

(U~lON SPRINGS) 
Rev. 0. G. Lane1 Huston, Ala. 

(Deacons) 
Bro. Joe Williams. Double Springs, n. :~. 

CMT. )I ORIA IT) 
Not represented. 

(~F\Y PTI.OSPECT) 
Rev. John Miller, Delmar, Ala. R. 1. 

(Deacons) 
Albert Sn1ith, Deln1ar, Ala. R. 1. 
Geor{{e Estell, Delmar. Ala. R. 1. 
Joe Hopson, Nauvoo, Ala., R. 3. 
V. 11. Gober, Del~al', Ala. R . 1. 

(OAK GROVE) 
Rev. C. C. Kimbrough, Russellville, Ala. Il. EL 
Rev. Z. A. Frost, RussellvHle, Ala. R. 6 
Rev. W. H. Pearce. Russellville, Ala. R. 6. 
Rev. R. A. Sullivan. Russellville, Ala. R. 6. 

(Deacons) 
G. R. Porter, Russellville, Ala. R. 6. 
B. G. Gallaway, Russellville, Ala. R. 6. 
Lonnie Kimbrough, Russellville, Ala. R. 6. 
Johnie \Vhitman, Huley\'ille, Ala. R. 3. 

(DEL1IAR) 
Re\'. Ira D. Garisson, Delmar, Ala. 

(EDGER GROVE) 
Not repreaented. 

(UNION HILL) 
Rev. D. II. Simmons, HaleyviiJe, Ala. R. 3. 

(Deacons) 
Ollie McCre1is, Haleyville, Ala. R. !3. 
II . II. Tf'rri l, Il&leyville, Ala. R. 3. 
Ton1 Kirkpatl'ic, Hflleyville, Ala. R. !'J. 
J. W . Parker, Haleyville, A Ia. R. ~. 
\V. \V. 1\Iorris, Ilalt'y\·i11e, Ala. ll. ~. 

• 
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( FRIENDSI liP) 
Rev. J. P . Box, Addison, Ala .. R . 1. 

• (Deacons) 
R. B. Brown, Addison, Ala. R. 1. 

(LEONARDS CHAPEL) 
Rev. C. E. Harbin, Add1 ess unknown. 

(Deacons) 
V. A. Leonard, Carbon Hill, Ala. R. 2. 

(POPLAR SPRiNGS) 
Rev. Name unknown. 

(Deacon) 
Lee Spain, Double Springs, Ala. R. :3. 

DECEASED MINISTERS AND MEMBERS 

vVe beg leave to report we find two deaths in our asso
ciation. Bro. Jack Nails, Bro. John Kelley. Ages unknown. 

ALBERT S.MITH, Ch<tirn1an. 

( FINANCE ) 
We, your committee, beg ]eave to report we find in treas

ury, $20.03; Printing of Minutes, $14.00; Associational ex-
pense, $10.00. \V. H. PEARCE, Chair1nan. 

Adjournment for pl'earhing at 11 o'clock. 
(NOON) 

Singing by the class and prayer by G. R . Porter. 
The 1\Ioderator called the house to order. 

NEW BUSINESS 
First. Called for report of each minister and they were 

hauded in, read and received . 1\tlotioned and carried to drop 
Bro. J. M. Kelsey and G. \V. Turner names from our minutes. 

Second. j\fotioned nnd carried thai Rev. h·a D. Garrison 
write Bro. C. E. Harbin's credcutinls for hm1. 

'fhird. Evangelist. None. 
Fourth. The Ordination~tl Council was called to do some 

(lrdaining. The Presbytet·y wag as foJiows: Re\·. C. G. Kim
brough, Rtv. Z. A. Fro~t. Hev. 0. U. Lane, with other minister~ 
and deacons. 

Fifth. L. Q. \Vhite and ~I. V. Collins were ordained for 
deacons. 

Sixth. Called for a home fot· the A~sociation . The ne:\.1: ses~ 
sion of thh. Association will meet with ~t'w Prospect ChuTch, 
out east of Lynn~ Ala., in \Vinston Cotmt), AJaban1a, and Bro. 
John l\1 iller to preach the inb·od uctory sertnon. 

Seventh. Receiv"~d a mof.ton in ot·d<'l'. A motion of thankR
was extended to Union Hill Church nnd community for the i t~ 
kindness !\nd hospitality ~hOWll Us d1tring Otll' stay anwng them, 
nlso to the officers of thjs Asso<·iation 1'01 their faithful dis
chal'ge of their duties during this me<:'ting. The parting hand 
was taken amid tears and rejoicing. 'Phe m ecting was dismissed 
hy prayer. C. A. PORTER, C1crk. 
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RULES OF DECORUM 
1. The Association shall be called to order by the Modera

tor who presided at the last session, the former Clerk also of
ficiating until the body is fully organized. 

2. The Association will be opened and closed with singing 
and prayer. 

3. The lVIoderator and Clerk shall be chosen by ballot at 
each session of the Association, a majority of votes by the dele
gates present shall elect. 

4. The na1aes of the delegates from the church shall be en
rolled and ealled as often as necessary during the session. 

5. A majority of delegate$ present shall rule in all cases 
except in the reception of chuxches, then it shall be unanimous. 

6. The Moderator shall not be entitled to vote except iru 
case of a tie and then he shall give the deciding vote. He shall be 
entitled to speak on any question after others have spoken, pro
vided he appoints someone to the chair while he is speaking. 

7. Only one person shall speak at the time, who shall rise• 
and address the Mo'rle-rator. 

8. No person will be allowed to speak mo1·e than twice on 
the same subj0ct without leave of the Association, nor more 
than fifteen minutes at a time. 

9. No person shall laugh and talk during the time the dis-
• • cusswns are gmng on. 

10. That no member shall absent himself fron1 the Associa
tion without leave of the Association. 

11. That not less than three officiating officers compose a 
legal presbytery. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 
X 1. GOD-vVe believe that there. is one and only one hue 
and living God, who is in personality the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost equal and harmonious in every divine perfection. Corin
thians 8 :6; and :Matthew 28 :19. X 2. THE HOLY ~CRIPTUI_tE-We .believe that God is the 
author of the Holy Bible and 1ts teachmgs constitute the onJv 
infallible doctrines for the government of His church: II Tim
othy 3 :16. 

3. ORIGINAL APOSTACY-We believe that Ada.m was 
rreated Holy bui ~~' voluntru:y transgression fell into depravity 
nnd consequently Involved his posterity in sin. GPn. 2 :17; and 
Gen. 3 :3. 

tl. FR~ .GRACE---:We believe the Grace of God compre
hends all spn·ttu~l blessings, that the Gospel is the power of 
God unto ~alvatw~, thnt the Holy Spirit not only reproves the 
world of sin, but 1s the means whereby sinners m:·e con,·erte;l 
and made wise unto Salvation. Matt. 10 :8 and Matt. 11 :27. 

5. CHRISTIAN FAITH-We believe that Christian Faith 
is the belief in the Lord .T t:sus Christ as the Son of God, the Re
deeme~ of the world and _in the divinity of the Holy Scriptures, 
that fruth comes b;v hFarmg and hearing by the word of God. 
I John; R01nans 10 :17 
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6. REPENTANCE--We belie\·e that repentance is sorrow: 

f.or sin and the kind of ~orrow which produces Godly repentance 
J11ust be preceded by effectual conviction of sin. Corinthians 
7 :10 and Romans 2:4. 

7. FREE AGENCY-We believe that the human will is 
free and that men have the ability to accept or reject the con
ditions of salvation as they are revealed in the Holy Scripture. 
Joshua 24 :15; Matthew 6 :24. 

8. PERSEVERANCE-We do not believe under gospel dis
pensation the soul is elected to eternal life unconditionally, but 
that those who by faith persevere to the end will be saved; that 
it is possible f~r men who haYe been converted to Inake ..ship
wreck of their faith, turn again to sin and be finally lost. n 
Peter 2 :20; John 15 :6. 

9. OF GOOD WORK-We believe that good work is the 
1·esult of faith and of necessity; that those who haven't faith 
cannot do anything pleasing unto God. 

10. OF CHRISTIA}J BAPTISM-We believe that Ch1·istian 
Baptisn1 is the im1nersion in \Vater of a believer in the name of 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghost-that baptism cannot be scl·ip
turally administered w1thout faith in the subject who 1·eceives it. 

11. OF THE LORD'S SUPPER- We helieve that the Sup .. 
per ':.."as instituted by our Saviour as a commemorative ordi
nance; that the bread and wine represent His body and blood; 
that it was instituted for Christians, and all Christians should 
unite in observing that sacred service, regardless of name or 
denominational distinction; we also belie,·e that the Saints 
ought to wash 9ach other's feet. 

12. OF THE SOUL--,~7e bolie\'e that man is a living soul, 
that the body ·will die. hut the soul is jmmortal, that death is 
the separation of the mortal and imn1ortal parts of the human 
body. 

10. OF SANCTIFICATION-We beHeve in holiness nnd 
~anetification in this life l.>y the power and gift of God. 

14. \VP believe in thf' Resurrection of the dead, when the 
Hesurrection shall tak{' place the soul and body will unilQ and 
form an immortal being;; that the righteous will be received 
into a state of ~verl asting happiness to reign wilh God forPver 
and ever, "but the wicked will be bound hand and foot and cast 
into outer darkness ; the wicked are driven away in their wick
edncsH, but the righteous ha\·e hope in their death." 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

1. Invite Yisiting brethren and sisters to scats with us. 
2. Rending mi11utes of last meeting. 
~. Call for referel!CPS. 
I. Call for peace and fellowship. 
f>. Open door of Church for the 1·eception of members. 
(i. Call for contributions for cb urch expenses. 
7. Gall for acknowledgments. 
H. rnll for new mif'ce11aneous business. 
n. 'JTolion for ndiottrnmcnt . 
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RULES FOR TAKING MEMBERS INTO THE CHURCH 

Q. You found yourself a sinner in the sight of God? 
A. I did. 
Q. And you feel that God for Christ's sake has forgiven 

you for all of you1· sin? 
A. I do. 
Q. And now you want to become a n1ember of this Free 

Will Baptist Church at this place? 
A. I do. 
Q. Are you willing to abide by the rules of this church? 
A. I am. 
Q. Are you willing to support the chtu·ch in its finances as 

God prospers you? 
A. I am. 
Q. Do you believe the whole Bible and will you take it for 

your guide and live according to its teaching? 
A. I will. 
Q. Do you believe in free and open com1nunion? Let a man 

examine himself according to 1st Cor. 11-28. Also in 
washing the Saints' feet according to ~t. J ohn, 13th 
chapter? 

A. I do. 
Q. Do you believe that J e:;us Christ is the Son of God and 

do accept Him as your personal Savior? 
A. I do. 

CHURCH R.ULES 
The following rules were adopted : 
1. vVe agree to meet in conference quarterly or oftener jf 

Hccessa1·y to tl'ansact the business of the chm·ch. 
2. rrhe Moderator shall be chosen by the 5uffl age of th~ 

church in the absence of the pastor. The lVIoderator shall pre
serve good or'der and explain all questio11s befo1·e he takes the 
voice of the church on them, and shall have the liberty of spcPch 
as any other, but no vote unless there be a t.ie, \Y"hen he shall 
have the casting one. 

3. It shaU be the duty of all m en1bers to fill their seats in 
confe1·ence and bear their pa1t of the churches' expenses. 

4. No Jnember shall leave their scat during conference 
\\rithout permission fr0m the Moderator. 

5. No member shall arraign another before the church or 
any grievance without first taking gospel steps. 

(). A-ll busines£ brought before the church by motion and 
second in Gospel-like order shall be attended to by the Church 
unless withdrawn by the move1. 

7. A'ny pets on 'dshing to speak shall arisf") f rom his seat 
and address the l\ioclerator, and if two m i~e at lh"' t·am~ tL1v~ 
t he Mode1·ator shall decide who shall ~nC':,_l, fit·st. }lnd 110 nv'n'
ber while speaking shall cast any reflection on any PPl'son, but 
shall adhere strictly to the subject under c0nsjderation. 

8. No mcmher shall speak mm·E' thnn t wi,..<' on HTI.\' S 1.11J.i cct 

• 
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'dlhoui perJnission from the church. 
9. It shall be the duty of all church mCJnbers to be present 

at any church meeting to vote on all questions befot~e the 
chw·ch called on by the Moderator or any member of the 
church'who may desire to obtain the mind of the whole church. 

10. If any member shall remain silent. during the tra~sac
tion of any business of the church and afterward complam of 
,vhat was done the satne shall be deemed disorderly and the 
n1ember so off~~ding shall be dealt with accordingly. 

11. The m~mbers of the church shall not talk about one 
another slanderously, and shall not give any report or circula ... 
tion that may arise against the church member, but shall maket 
jt known to the one the report is against and to no one else, and 
any member doing otherwise shall be dealt with accordingly. 

12. We agree to do all business by majority of the members 
present at any time, except touching Fellowship, which must 
be unanimous. 

13. We agree after taking the Lord's Supper to also wash 
each other's feet. 

• 
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FORM OF LETTER 

State of---············-· ··--···· County of ----········-····-----····

This is to certify that our beloved Brother (or Sister)·····--······ 

- ·--·- ---·--···---------·- ···· is in full fellowship with 

us, the Free Will Baptist Chu1·ch of Christ, at __ ····-······················ 

· ·· ··-·····---·-------··········----····--~ ~--·· and is hereby dismissed from 

us when joined to some other church within twelve months. 

'rhis done by ordec of church in conference this .... 

day of---· ·-······-······--·-······ . 193 ........ . 

Rev. ····--··-----····--·· ··-····-----····--·---- :Moderator, 

····--····----···--·-·······-··- ····-····-····------·-·· Clet·k. 

• 
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CH URCHES Ccunties PASTORS CLERKS 

Hlue Springs fi"runklin Ira D. Garnsun W. ~- TuylQr. l'nil Campbell. Ala. R. l 
t•nion Grove \\"'inston Ira D. Garri&on Jo<> \Villiams. Double Springs, Ala. 
~It. Moriah Not RepresentE"d 
XE:>w Prospect \Yin!'tou Joh:t :\lillet .J. A. Estell. Delmar. Ala. R. 1 
Oak Grove F1 anklbt C. C. Kirnhrou~h C. A. Porter. Phil Campbell, .\Ia. R. 1 
Dt>lmar \Vittstou Ira D. Garrison :\tynle Rowell, Delmar. Ala. 
Ed~er G1·ove Not RepresentPd 
l nion Hill \\1inston C. C. Kimbrough H. . Spain. HaleyYill~. Ala. R. 3 
Old Poplar \Vinston Ira D. Gatl'lsou PParli ~Spain. Double Spring~. Ala. R :' 
I•'ricndship \VInstou Johu -:\Tiller ::\TarylPe White. Atldison. Ala. 
I..£!OilaJ d Chapel Cheste; Harhcn Louis LPonar, Nauvoo. Ala. H. 4 
~~~~~~~---L----------~~----------~----------~ 
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