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el d L=l

Thursday, Nov. Ttk

Agreeably to previous appointment, the Ministers, Messeu-
gers, and Delegates, of the Free-will Baptist Churches that com«
pose the Bethel Annual Conference, (in N. C.)assembled at Gum
Swamp Meeting House, for General Conference. At 120’clock,

Elder L. Hartsfield, by vote oflast Annual Conference, introduced -

‘the Divine Service, and preached the introductory sermon from
rMatthew 11th e. ()th v :—* And blessed is he whosoever shall not
'be offended in me.” Conference was then organized by choosing
'Elder L. Hartsfield Moderator, and brethren Thos. Hood, Clerk,
land J. L. Clifton Assistant Cluk
|~ On motion, brethren Einanuel Jarman and Alfred Moore were
i appointed a Committee of Finance to receive contributions, settle
h with the Treasurer and report to the €onference.
: On motion, adjourned to Friday merning, 16 o ’cleck:,

i% Prayer by Elder 1. Bond.
! Friday, Naov. 85

)‘ - Prayer by Elder J. Vause.
! On motion, the Elders and Pelegates from the Shiloah Soutey-
ence were received with joy, and invited to sit in council with us.

,! On motion, the Messengers fram the South Carolina €on-
! !

ference, werealsoreceivedandinvited toa seatin donference withus.

On motion,agreed that Elder Jesse Heath, H. Hearn, and brother
5. Vines, be aCommittee tosupply the congragatmnswnh preaeh-

- ers during the different sessions of this Conference.
On motion, the letters from the several Churches were handed

in by the Delegates, read and aceepted and the most of them were
very interesting, showing great inerease and praeious revivals,
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especially through the labours of the Itinerant Ministry, they gav
accounts of reformations which gladdened the Zion of our God
and we learn also, that love and unity seem to prevail throughou
the churches. '

The number of members and contributions were as the follow
ing table exhibits: *

D222 2|=

o (B! s A e s Contribu-

2P| Q| 8|o)s = tions,

= R &

SB35 |&183°

52 I (RSN

& o) 3 Dis. | Cts

North Kast, Duplin County, | 8 [ 10| 1 2 89 1 |00
Probability, do ‘do 10f B| 6 66 2 |00
Salem, do do 1 |00
Beaver Creek, Jones, do 1 |60
Luzen Swamp, Lenoir, do 25 |4 8 130 4 | 00
Wheat Swamp, do  do 21 (34| 6 91 175 4 |00
Bethel, do do 3| 7 411 831+ 2 | 00
Sandhill, do - do 4 21 1) 61 2 |08
‘Woodentoa, do do 5] 4|10 ' 39| 1 |08
Stony Creek, Orange, do ] - 19
Gum Swamp, Pitt, do 84 1 |80
'I'ar River, do do 3| 2] 2| 2| 67 1 50
Parker’s, do do 8f 1l 2 40 1 |00
Yellows Chappeldo  * do 21 1 100
Little Creek, Greene, do 1610 1 140 2 {00
Grimsley’s, do do 91 5 1] 1| 45| 2 (00
Hart’s, do do J10] 1 3! 95 1 |00
Hookerton, do \doy 1115 2] 1 109 2100
Stony Branch, Craven, do 3191 7 3 51 1 |00
Bachelors Creek, do  do 25 2 |00
indian Springs, Wayne, do i 6l 1 63 1 {00
Piney Grove, Sampson, do 3 (81301 1 131 3 |00
Ten Mile’s “do do 61 1 59 1 874
Rowan, do do 4 | 47 | 51 1 70
Mill Creek, Johnson,s  do 4115 19 1 |00
Pleasant Hill, do do 25 25 1 |oa
Stony Run, Cumberland do 67115 52 1 Et]
Quuker M. H.,Jones, do 141 g 14 66
Ieedy Branch, Pitt,” do 13 30| 1 |ou
Hiclory: Gireve, Lenoir, do. ) 271 1 |08

#6 468 181 83 R7 1910 &47 15
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On wmoiion, aleiter from our eorrespondent Elder Elias Mytel
ins, at the North, was handed in, read and accepted.
On motion, Brother John Powell, petitioned for the Shiloahk

Conference to rescind their charter to the Bethel Conference,
which was referred to acommittee composed of Elders Jesse Heath, ~

H. Hearn, James Moore, J. Vause and brother Sam’l Vines.

On motion, was also referred to the same Committee, the
prepriety of curtailing the ])elegation from the different Churches
to the Bethel Conference. | ’

Agreed, that Elder Jesse Hcath correspond with Elder Elias
Hutchins, relative to the history of the rise and progress of the
Free Will Baptist connexion in this State and South Carolina, and
advise or contract with him in any way he may think proper.

On motion, Elders L. Hartsfield and R. McNab, made reports
of their Itineraney, which reports were very favourable to the cause
of Zion.

On motion by Elder Jesse Heath, agreed that there be four
Protracted Meelings at stated places, and Preachers appomted te
attend them, each aLh Sunday in the ensuing year.

On motion, Conference adjourned to Saturday morning, 16
o’clock. Prayer by Elder R. Bond.

Saturday, Nov. 9il.

Prayer by Elder Thomas Moore.

Onmotion, he Committee Feported that the Shiloah €onference
shall be privilegzd to rescind their charter to the Bethel Confesr-
ence, and again mite withyus :—Also reported, that the delegation
of the Bethel Confercnce be curtailed and vestricted to one delegate
from each Church. Concurred in.

The Committee of finance reported as follows :
A TrEasUrYy, Dr.
Fo balance in the fund last year, $65 62
* Contributions this year, 47 173
Fron different Churches for Itinerancy, 14 91

$127 70}
CoNtra, Cr.

Printing last year’s Minutes, $15 00

Pail Elder E. Hutchins, .10 00
a 1-2 quire of Paper, Thos. Hood, 00 15 $2b 16
Balaneein the fund, $25 15 102 552

B
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Onmotion, by ElderD. Hartsfield, agreed that Elders J. Vause,
T. Moore, Wm. McGouns, R. Bond, and Jesse Heath be appointed
messengers to the Shiloah Conference, to be held at Brice’s Creel,
Craven County, to commence Thursday before the 4th Lord’s day
in November, 1833.

On motion agreed that Pastors of Churches lemam members
of the churches to” which they were first united, until regularly
Wismissed.

On motion by Elder R. McNab, Resolyed, that any Church
shall have the right to deal with their respective Pastors for
isdemeanors.

Resolved, that the stated terms of ho]dmcr the Annual and
Quarterly mectings in the ditferent Churches composing the Bethel
Couference, be again inserted in the minuses for the intelligence of
the ministry.

On notion, by Elder James Moore, Resolved, that there be
retained i the General Fund twenty-five dollars, and that the
balance be appr«)pnnted towards the discharge of the claims of

the Itinerants; and on motion, the balance of siid claims were’

pramptly diseharged by the Conference. Voted, that the present
plan of {tinerancy be discontined. Voted, that two thousand copies
of these Minuies be printed and distributed among the. whole
connexion, as usual.

Onmotion, agreedlhat iilder J. H. Dixonand brother W. Dixon
be appointed to correct the Minutes, and that Elier Jesse Heath
prepare a Circular Letter on a subject of his own choice, to be
attached to these minutes.

Voted that the next Annual Conference be held at Piney Grove
M. H., Sampson County, and that it commence at 12 o’clock on
Thursday before the 2nd Lord’s day in Nov. 1834. '

Vuted that Elder Jesse Heath preach the Introductory Sermou,
and on nis failure, Elder H. Hearn.

Agreed to adjourn to time and place above mentionced.

After which, Elder Jesse Heath being requested to close the
Conference, gave a very solemn and .1ﬂectlonatc charge, while his
heart seemed to glow with love and gratitude © (J'Od for the
harmony and lnotherly love that had existed during the session ;
and he exhorted them with all the tenderness ot a father, that they
Jove one another.  He then prayed, and Conference rose.

The stage was supplied and the congregations entertained as
follows .
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PFriday Nov. 3th, Elder Wm. Mc6ouns introduced the service,
and preached from Luke 17th ¢. and 26th v.; after which, Elder
E. Cobb preachec from Matthew 13th ¢. and 18th v., and Elder
John Ra bery coicluded by exhortation and prayer.

; Saturday, Nov. 9th.

Elder J. Vawse introduced the service, and preached from
Matthew 20th ¢ and last clause of the 6th v. Elder R. Bond
followed from ls Samuel, 2nd c. and latter clause of the 30th v.;
after whieh, Eler Jeremiah Heath preached from a text not
recollected.

Sunday, Nov. 10th.

Elder JohnRasbery introduced the service by prayer and
praise. Elder 1. McNab followed, from John 5th ¢. and latter
part of 6th v: *“Wilt thou be made whole?”  After which Elder
L. Hartsfield folowed, from Deut. 30th ¢. and 19th v: “1 eall
heavenand earth o record thisday,” &c. Prayer by Elder J. Vauss,
and all were disnissed. We are happy to add in conclusion, that
great interest wa felt in this meeting.

Nearly all tie Churches were represented ; and we sincerely
thank God for tle happy interview we have had with our brethren
and friends. Tle congregations were very large, and our preach.
ers had much lilerty in speaking to a waiting and attentive people.
'Phe weather ws remarkably pleasant, and the people in the

_ vieinity ¢f the Onference were very eharitable andkind. We do

hope the Lord ll reward them.

-stfoe—
ELDER’'S, MINISTER'S AND PREACHER'S,
Belonting to the Bethel Conference, in fellowship.

Irederick Faville, Thomas Motre,

Levi Braxtoy,
Jesse Heath,
Nathaniel Lekhart,
Jeremiah Hath,
James Moore
Rohert Bong -
Howel Hear,
Iinoch Cobb

Jacob Utley,
Richard Reves,
Lewis Hartdeld,

Jesse Viuse,

John H. Dixon,
Willinm MeGoung,
David Hartsfield,
Rohert McNab,
John Rasbery,
Benjamin Parrott,
Caleh Spivy,
‘Phomas Reaves,
Bryan H. Glesson,
Jael Clifton,



e

Meetings i the Chureiics

(=]

e Annual and Quarterly
that compose the Bethel Conference.

7
n

holding ¢

Hines of

CHURCHES.

ANNUAL MEETINGS. -

QUARTERLY MEETINGE.

North East Duplin (*ounty,
Probability,

Salem, o
Beaver Creek, Jones, ¢
Luzen Swamp, Lenoir, ¢

Wheat Swamp, “ %
Bethel, @ £
Sandhill, & =
Woodenton. % e
Stony Creek, Orange
Gum Swamp, PAtt, &
Tar River, 5
Parker’s, & &
Fellow’s Chapel, © i
Little Creek, Greene, - *
Grimsley, 8 2
Hart’s* . e
Hookerton, % 8

Stony Braneh; Craven,
Bachelor’s Creels, *

Newhern, 8

Indian Springs, Wayne,
Piney Grove, Sam, =00,
Ten Miles,
Roaren ’
Mill Creek, Johnston,  *¢
Pleasant Hill, . st
Stony Run,Cumberland *
Quaker M. H. Jones ¢
Reedy Branch, Pitt 4
Hickory Girove, Leneir

41 143

First Lord’s Day in August-
Second ditto in September.
Third ditto in August.
Third ditto in August.
First ditto in October.
Fourth ditto in October.,

Plowrilz 100 0 CEPIERTUTT,
Second ditto in September.,
First ditto in September.

13 “ 113

Second ditto in September.

First ditto in August.

Third ditto in October.
First ditto in Ortober..
Third ditte-in October.
Second ditto in October.
Fourth ditto in October.

Third :ditto in August.
i 13 ¢
11 t «“ N
43 “ 143

Third Lord’s Day in Sept.
First ditto in October.
Second ditto in October. ~
Third rhttn in October.

13

3

Hirst :lmo in Qctober.
Fourth ditto in August.
Third ditto in Dctober.
First ditte in September.

{-Second ditto in August,

“aiourin ditto n

Rirst Lord’s Day in ':"ohruary, May and Nov.
Second ditto in U 1Pmuer, March and June,
Third ditto . Noveniber, February and May
Third ditto in November, Febraary and May-
First ditto in Januare, ’\pnl and July.

FOUTth ditto.in n\u 1ry -~ Anrilond Tale.
ccember, March and Ja m,

Second ditto in Murch, June and December. =
First dittoin Deve mber Mmrh and June.
13 N “
Second difto in December, M"a ch and Jane.
First ditto in November, February and May,

TThird ditto in Jinuary, April and July. ‘

First ditto in Juouary, April and July.

Third ditto in Junuary, Apriland July.
Second ditto in Fonuary, April and July.
Fourth ditte in January, April and July.
Third ditto in F- truary, May and November,
Fourth ditto in Feb. May, Aagust and Nov. |
Seeond dttio in Ma-ch, June, Sept. and Dec.
Second ditto in Feh, May, Aug. and Nov.
Third ditto in Mureh, June and Decembez.
First dittoin Junuary, April and July

Second ditto in Iflmmrv. April and Jaly.

Third ditto :n J: llll]dl‘} A,)nl and Jul \'
o

First dirto in January, April and July.
Fourth -itto in Novemher, February and Xay,
Third ditto in January, April and July.

First ditto in March, June and December.
Second ditto in February and November




The times o/’ holding the Protracted Meetings the ensving year, and the Preaches who weie appamtuia

resos

attend them.

CHURCHES. |

TIMES.

| . PREACHERS.

No, 1. Newbern, Craven County, |
Hart's M.H. Greene County |

_ Postouk, Craven  County,
Stony Run Cumberland, do.
Ne. 2. Indian Spnn«rs, Wayne, do

Core Creek. Craven, do
Quaker House, Jones,  do
Beaver Creek, do do
No. 8. Tar River, Pitt do

Batchelor Cxcnk Craven do
Piney Grove, Samp=on do
Reedy Branch, Pitt do
Ne. 4. Lugen Swamp, Lenoir do

Pellow’s Chappel, Pitt  do
Parker M. H. do do
Shalem, Duplin do

Friday betore ath Suuday, Dec.

13
it
3

13 11
«

Friday before5th Sand’y,March
" i [13

"

13
3

13
"

friday before 5th Sunday, June
113 113 13

“
143

143 €
113 "

143
113

Friday before 6th Sunday, Aug.
1] 34 "

43 o 14

R. McNab, D. Bartsficld, and J Heath.
W.M’Gouns,J.Uiley, H.Hearn,J.H.Dixan
i J’h. Heath, R.Bond, J. Powell, J. Rasberry.
L. H.}rtsheld and J. Vause.
J. Moore, R. McNah, E. Cnbb.
J. Vause, Wm. MrGounq an! J. Heath.
AL Rd:hvl‘l‘V,R Bond, and Ph. Heath,
J H. Dixon, J. Powell, and L. Hartsfleld.
| §.Moore, W. e Goung,D.Hartsfield J.Dixon
L. Hartsﬁeln J’h. Heath, J.Powell, J Heath.
E.Cobb, R. McNah Te Moore
J.Rasberry, H.Hearn, N.Lockhart,J.Utley.
J. Vause, B. Parrott, R. Bond, L. Braxton.
R.MNabW .M’ Gouns,JhHeath,J.Rasberr:
J. Muore, T'. Moore, J. Dixon, J. Utley.

D. Hartsfield; J. Heatlr, L Hartsfield.



CIROUL & K.

WiY BELOVED CONNEXION : }
|3
At the last Annual Conference a votewas passed
that I should prepare a Circular to be attached to the Minures ﬁhe preseut
year. It becomes my duty, therefore, an ! happy privilege, o give you
some account of the mereiful dealings ol G with us asa peogy, during the
last year, and a brief sketeh of our s sent prospects as a Degmination.
Brotherly love marked all the sessions of the Conference, afl that good
order was kept that becomes the House ol God.  The Churchyin general,
veported very favorably to the cause oi Zion, and the reports bm the Itin-
erant department, were refreshing indeed,  In the course ol It year, they
baptized ahout three hundre |, and constituted five churches injarts where
our sentiments were but little known, and the prospect is yet vy flattering.
Bight charches by letier an | Jelegate, were added to the Coiprence, and
the whole nuimber baptised last year in the Bethel Conferencis 468, and
we are happy to state that oar prezching brethren in generaleel a spirit
of more engagedness, and have, {or the ensuing year, made crangements
for more gospel labours than have feretolore been usual. {

Elders R. Bond, and L. Hartsfield, without th  promise oa stipulated
sum, have entered into the Itinerant field on the charity oi'l,h:F:onncxiuns
and friends, and with alt my soul I bilthem God speed. Frcithe present
chcouraging prospects, we hope that a new era is.opening, pd it is our
sincere prayer that we may be enabled to go forth w the work | God, filled
with holy energy and gospel zea! tor the extension of our Redeper’s King-
dom. Dear brethren in gospel bonds, it is very likely that tl' is the last
time that T shall address you through this medivm ; and as our welfare
and prosperity in Zion is a matter of great intevest to me, [ feea desire to
close my address by way of solemn admonition. i

Consider the importance of an agreement in cur gaspe testimony.
We have taken Jesus Christ as our only Prophet, Priest and King—the
holy Scriptures as our great boly of divinity, and the holy Spit us the best
terpreter.  Let us therefore search the scriptures daily, andvherein we
lack wisdom, let us ask it-of God, and let us be determinedio be bible
preachers, and preach no doctrine but bible doetrine, and pradee no ordi-

g il
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- Haunces but bibrdinanees. In this way wesiall soon come into the univs
af’the faith anie eye toeye. O my brethren, let us all strive earnestly
to kécp the unof the spirit in the bond of peace. Let us not be carried
about with div,and strange doctrines; but let us speak the same things,
# that a dyiworld may be convinced, God’s name be F[oriﬁed, and
smners saved. |

Considereseech you, the necessity ot humiliation, and the dangei
ol pride. It wa trait in the character of » v heavenly Master, that He
was meek ancwly ; and we.are taught by the wisest of men, that it is
better to be offhumble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with
the proud. X{ought, as a connexion, to keep humble, and God will
exalt us. [epn has indeed highly prospered us and blessed our fecble

Iabours with parkable success in the gospe ; and it should serve to hum-
ble us.  In thrst vise of our connexion, there was but a handful ; but God
prospered theabours, and gave them many souls as seals of their ministry ;
but.we are 1ichecome a large connexion, and we mustbe humble. Stand
ve in the waand see and ask for the old paths, where is the good way,
and walk then. Then we shall still prosper ; but if’ we indulge in pride,
and strive to| popular, and to have the friendship of the world, we must
expect the fn‘m of Heaven ; therefore, my dear brethren, let me entreat,

Yyou fo make I things according to the pattern shown us in the mount.
et brotherlpve and christian forbearance be exercised in all things with

which we argoncerned as brethren, and when our prospects are chilled,

and things wr a gloomy aspect, fly to a thrane of grace, for God has snid
ask and you jall veceive. O let us strive for that peace that passeth all

- understanding but strife, eontention, evil speaking, and persecution, let it

not be named  ecometh brethren ; for to these things is attached a train

of evils, welly alated to break the peace 'nd make us miserable in time
and eternity[ O brethren, beware of ¢ . as cause divisions, and turn
away from t}m, {or united we stand and divided we fall, and Iet us have
no strife abowho shall be the greatest, but let usbe very humble; let us
lay at the fe!of Jesus that we may be extlted. In a*word, my beloved
brethren, layside every weight and the sin that doth so easily beset us -
and may thgreat head of the church nd the bishop of souls, preside by
his hol$ spirover the whole connexion, and direct us in the path of duty.

May we be vored with His gracious presence in all our deliberations and
public admistrations, that our meetings may result in his declarative
alory, and ti geod of thopsands of our fellow men, is the prayer of yaou
sevvant androther in Christ. Farewell.

, G may we all ensure
| © A lot among the blest,
' And watch a moment s speanie
An everlasting vest. i



