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·MINUTES. 
---. :o:---

THE INTRODUCTORY SERl\ION was delivered by Elder P: J; 
Vandiver, from Hebrews 12th chapter 2nd :verse. After which 
the former l\Ioderator proceeded to organize the Association,: and. 

. received· intelligence from (14) fourteen churches. See statistical 
table. . .. . 

The Association beiiig ready for business, the Moderator and 
Clerk niade "A surrender of their trusts," whereas C. · C. Van-· 

, diver was re-elected l\Ioderator, and '\V. J. '\Vebb, Clerk. . · 
1st. On motion, qpened door for the Teception of newly con­

;;tituted churclies; when Brother Robert Pollick and Abraham 
Staggs came· forward with a· letter from '\Vhite Oak . Grove 
Church, representing sixteen members, organized bj Elders G. S. 
Vandiver, J. H. l\Iitchell, Thomas Mitchell and J. Brewer, 1873. 
Also,' brethren James Lackey, A. S. Grimes and J. D. Grimes, 
presente_d·a letter from l\:It." l\fo_rier· Church, represerlting (13) 
thirteen members, organized by Elders C. C. Vandiver, G. D. 
Bunch, Henry Groom, ,vm. -'\Vade, J. R. l\Iathena, Nov. 1873. 

After due ex:.unination; and finding them. constituted -upo'n 
the New Testament, thev were received into full connec.tion with 
the_Bethleheni Association by the giving the right hand of fel-
lowship; · . . · . 

, ;2nd. lle;.~olved to appoint a Committee to arrange the unfin-
ished business, viz: one from each Church, J. Lam11ert, Z. P. 
1Ieltou', J; Swinford; Wm. Gillmon, G. D. Bunch, D. Dowdy, 2 
S."Scott, J. )Velc,h, J. R l\fathena1 J .. Long, J. Jones, J. C .. 
B~ves, A,'CB.taggs, A. L .. Grimes, including the Moderator 
and Clerk.':'..: · . . · 

3rd;· On. motion, adjourned till Saturday morning, 9 o'clock. · 
· _Saturday IUOrriing; 9 o'clock. M_et pursuant to adjournment, 
an_~: th_e Qomm~Uee of Ar~angements arr~nged the unfinished 
business and adJourned until Monday _mornmg 9 o'clock. 

l\fonday IUorning, .9 o'clock. l\Iet according to adjournment;_ 
;tfter~praise and prayer by brothe,r J .. Webb, proceeded . to busi-
ness. · 



4 

1st. On motion, called the names of the delegates. All present. 
2nd. Committee of Arrangements made their report, and the / 

Committee were discharged. 
3rd. On motion, called for the reading of the Constitution ; 

read and cordially sanctioned by all of the delegates. 
4th. On motion, perpetuated the union. 
5th. Opened the door for correspondence, amt a letter was 

handed in by R. A. Tucker, from the Forked Deer River Asso­
<'iation of Free Will Bapti tin the ,vest, who was received by 
; . ..,-iving the right hand of fellowship, when all hearts were animated. 

6th. ReMlved, To correspond with the Forked Deer River 
A ... ,~ociation, and that brethren C. C. Vandiver, E.W. Vandiver, 
Cl-. D. Bunch, 'P. ,villiams, J. R. Mathena, Wm. Wade, and 
,J. B. Mathena bear the letter. 

7th. Resolved,, To buy a new book to keep the records of' the 
Association and file the old one away in the hands of C. C. Van­
diver for Rafe keeping. 

8th. Resolved, That brother G. D. Bunch write brother C. C. 
Vandiver credentials and have them recorded in Linden Tennes­
,-;ee, Florence Alabama, and Iuka M:issisippi, and also a state­
men t ,f' the former ones being misplaced, and report at the next 
annual meeting. 

9th. Resolved, That brother W. G. Frie and P. G. Vandi­
ver assiRt C. C. Vandiver in preparing hymn books for the press 
and binding, and bring them before the public as soon as practi­
cable, and if they need any means to furnish them. · 

10th. Resolved., That the Clerk prepare the :Minutes for the 
pretis and that he have six hundred copies printed and distribute 
the same. 

11th. Resolved., To continue the names of the ministers and 
po~t office address in the table of the Minutes. 

12th. Resolved., That the delegates choose their pastors for 
the ensuing year. 

13th. Resolved, To supply the different churches as follows: 
Antioch-J. Webb and J. Lambert. Mt. Olivet-W. J. Webb 
and S. G. Culver. Ebenezer-J. Webb and Peter Wood. 
Cerlar Ureek-C. C. Vandiver. Plea. ant Hill-P. J. Vandiver. 

ew Prospect-·w. J. ·webb. ew Ralem-Wm. Wade. Mt. 
Zion-J. Lambert and Wm. Big-gins. Mt. Pleasant-S. Scott. 
White Oak GroYe-G. S. VandiYer. Big Cypress-S. Scott. 
Canaan-G. . Vandiver. Bruh Creek-Z. P. Melton. New 
Hope G. S. Vandiver and J. W. Mitchell. New Liberty-C. 
C. Vandiver and Wm. Gillmore. Mt. Mori.er-Wm. ·wade. 
Macedonia-P. J. Vandiver. 

14th. Resolved, To notice the Cedar Creek letter, and a move 
was made to pass it by, and it carried. 
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15th. Resolved, To send a committee t.o New Salem Church 
to inquire into the breach thereof and report to the next Asso­
ciation, viz: W. J. 'Webb, Samuel Scott, Z. P . .Melton, P. J. 
Vandiver, James Lackey. 

17th. Resolved, That all the churches attend the next Assoc~a­
tion by letter and delegation. 

18th. Resolved, That brothers J. Dowdy, D. Sh~rp, A. L. 
Grimes, serve as Finantial Committee and report; to which 
they acceded to and reported ($16 05) sixteen dollars and five 
cents. 

19th. Resolved, That we hold our next Association with New 
Liberty Church, Wayne County Tennessee, to commence on Fri­
day before the first Lord's day in October 187 4, and that W. J. 
\V ebb preach the Introductory Sermon nd C. C. Vandiver his 
alternate. 

20th. Resolved, That we tender our thanks to the brethren, 
:iisters and friends around Pleasant Hill Church for their kind 
hospitality to the members of this Association . 
. On motion, adjourned until the time and place above named. 

APPENDI~~·: 
C::2;:~ . 

I 
' j 

STATISTICAL TABLE -

\':. ~ i ~H I 
. 43 § .... ;,: . 

CHURCHES. DELEGATES. l"'~""'"'a!'g-
~ t >, ~ >,I~ I"' -- .<> 0 .0 ,<:I ,:; • , -; 

j~ddt3r.a~O~ -~~~~~n-==~~ • 0 
l E-< 

Ebenezer, ............... No lnte)ligence ........................ 12 
New Liberty, ......... W. G. Gilmor, A. P. Short, J. 

, P. Martin, .... , ............. , .... .... 26 
Antioch, .... .............. J. ;Lambert, .................. ...... ...... l 08 
Canaan, ......... ......... ~P .. Melton, B. G. Morgan, ... 1 1 1 2 2 1 67 
Mt. Olivet, .............. .J. Webbj-S. G. Culver, A. 

Yarker, . Swinford .......... 4 1 l 3 l 2 5 58 
Brush Creek, .......•.. Letter and no delefl~te, ......... 3 4 3 2 I 48 
Cedar Creel,, .......... C. C. Vandiver, G. . Bunch, 

H.Groom,E w. Vandiver. 11 2 2 2 2 l 91 
Pleasant Hill, ........ P. J. Vandivei) D. Dowdy, W, 

Wallace, . Sharp, J. 
Dowdy ,S . .Purcans, .......... 6 l 2 69 

.Big OVrress, ............ S. Scott, .................................. 4 l 29 
New rospect, ........ J. Welch, ............... ......... ... .. . , .... 1 3 05 
New Salem, ............ w. w,:de, J. Mathena, J. R. 

Mathenw·················· .......... 4 l 3 4 27 
Macedonia, ............. J, Lon"', . Beckham, P. 

L. J~~~~~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 1~ 
l 4 39 

Mt. Zion, .. ....... ........ 18 2 64 
New Hope, ............. Letter and no delegate,............ 3 2 ~l 
White Oak Grove, It. Polick, A. Staggs,.............. 2 2 16 
Mt,, Morier, .............. J. Lackey, A. L. Grimes, J. D. 

Grimes, ....... _ ... , .................. lS 
Mt. Pleasant, ........... J.C. Bevee, ................................ 17 



Peter ·wood, 
C. C. Vandi\er, 
G. S. Vandiver, 
Z. P. l\lelton, 
S. Scott, 
.T. H. Mitchell, 
,v m. Gilmor, 
,T as. Lackey, 
W. G. Frie, 
Wm. "Tade, 
,T. R. _,fatheua, 
.J. Webb, 
W. ,T. ·w,,hb, 
S. G. <. 'uh·rr, 
,P. ,J. Ylli1din•r. 
Wm. Higµ:iw,, · 
,fa111r-, Lambert, 
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LIST OF MINISTERS. 

STA'.rE. CouN'.rY. 
i • • • . • 
Tennessee, Hardin, 

" Perry, 
" Lawrence, 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
w·ayne, 

" 
I " 
I " 
1
Hardin, 

" 
" 

I POST _O_!'FICE. 
Hamburg. 
Cedar Creek . 
Vv ayne Furnace. 

" '~ 
" 
" 

" 
" 

Martin's Mill. 
Clifton. 
Cerogorda. 
Cerogorda. 

" 
I 

" 
Alabama, Lauderdale, Waterloo, 

" 

" 

" " 
" 
" 

" 

Mississippi, / Printice, 
" '. 

Gravely Spring:;:. 
Boonsville. 

" 
-------- -

The nunieratinn table of )1inisters and Churches.-Clrnrche~ 
(17) ,-;p\•rntrcn. ~Iinisters (17) seventeen. Total members of 
the lkthlchcm A~sociation of Free-will Baptist, (610) ',:ix hun­
clrccl and t"n. 

Tlw :,tancl w:i.~ occupied according to arrangement on Friday 
night b_v :--\. Rcott, from St. John 19th chapter, 30th ver~e. 
Saturdav by R. A. Tucker and S. G. Culver, from Act':! 28th 
chapter ·:20th vcr,-;e. Saturday night by Z. P. Melton and w· m. 
Gillmor, from St. :.\Iark 1st chapter 15th verse. Sunday by C. 
C. Vandiver and R. A. Tucker, from St. John 3rd chapter 8th 
Yer~e. Sunclay nit:?:ht by R. A. Tucker and J. Lackey, from St. 
Luke 4th chapter 18th and 19th verses. Monday by Parson 
M:u~vove and J. II. Raughoof, the text 3 Tim. 4th ch. 2 verse. 
Monday uight by C. C. Vandiver and \Vm. Gillmor, from Acts 
~0th chapter 25, G7 verse inclusive. 

The ~bsociation was attended by a large and well ordered con­
gregation, and the love of God realized by the children·ofGod. 

C. C, VANDIVER, MODERATOR. 

w J. WEBB, CLERK. 
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CONSTITU1'10N .. 
' --o-.-

BE IT KNOWN, thahve; the Free-Will Baptist Chur~hes.of · 
Jesus Christ, being in 'the States of Tenneesee, Alabama and 
Mississippi, do believe in a Dpctrine of General Atonement; we 
have been Baptized U]JOn a profession of Faith in Christ, and we 
are.desirous of bringing about a reciprocal Union: r \Ve propose; 
therefore, to maintain the order and rules l•f an Associati011 
according to the following plan: . . . . 
· We believe the Churches of Christ are mutually independent 

of each other; that a Congregational form of Church Government 
should be•invariably preser:ved; yet we being convinced of the 
utility of friendly· intercourse, and pious counsel, on the princi­
ples of reciprocal union, adv_antages, and Christian love, we · 
hold it a duty of the Churches to pay respect to these principles 
with regard to the duty of the Association. •· . , 

ARTICLE I. 

This Association shall be composed of members chosen by the 
different Churches in our Union, who, on producing le.tters from. 
their respective Churches, certifying their appointment, shall be 
entitled to seats. . . • 

ARTICLE II. 

The letters so produced, shall ~xpress the condition of these 
Churches respectively-'-that is, the number of members· in fel­
lowship; the members received, excluded, an,l dead since last 
Association. · . · 

ARTICLE III. 

This body shall have no conceived power to 101,i it over God's 
heritage, or to infringe on any of the internal priYilege" or right:-
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of the Churches in our Uuion; hut sl•all only be con:<iderecl an 
advisory council in all things pertaining to th~i internal concern~ 
of the Churches. 

ARTICLE IV. 
The A:s,;ociation i~ to give the Churche;; the best a<lvice shP 

can, in all matter' of difficulty, and if the Union should he brok­
en between any of the ChurcllC'S, said A:,oC'intion ~hall inquin· 
into the cause of the breach, and tN: its be~t cncleavors to rcmovci 
the difficulty. But if the breach c-,mnot he removccl, to with­
draw from the Churchc;,, which they may look upon t, he un­
:=ouncl in principles, cfoorclerly m conduct or practice until they 
he reclaimed. 

ARTICLE Y. 
To take up no caRe of any in the Union, without the conce11t 

of a majority of the Churche3, and then only to gh·e achice. 

ARTICLE VI. 
All newly constituted Uhurchei! may be r<'ceivecl into tlw 

Union by their representatives presenting a letter from their 
re~pcctivc Churches. If found to be orderly :rn<l orthorclox, ~uch 
a r'ccption shall te manife,.ted by giving the right hand. 

ARTICLE VII. 
"\Ve believe that it is pointedly again:,t the laws of Christ to 

make His Church a Legi.-dative body. "\Ve therefore refu"e to 
correspon<l with other denominations in their Legislative bodie:-. 

ARTICLE VIII. 
Fora~much as the communion of the body ancl blood of Christ 

ha-, become a matter of difficulty in many of the Churches, we 
believe it to he free to all who maintain a right by th,, authority 
of the Wrnd of God 

ARTICLE IX. 
\Ve believe in a General Resurrection of the Dead and a Uni­

ver~al Judgment and thnt tho Joys of the Righteous and ilil' 
puni~hment of the ,vickecl will he Eterna1• 

ARTICLE X. 
\Ve believe thnt. none but legally authorizecl administrator.­

have a right. to administer baptism, and that immersion is th(• 
• apo~tolic mode. 

· ARTICLE XI. 
,ve believe that none but +nie believer~ m Christ are the fit 

i-uhjects of hapti ·m. I 


