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~ MINUTES OF THE SESSION . |

| The‘ Big Spring . Association of"the*“Freew'ill Baptist Churches
met Wlth the Pleasant Grove Church on November 7th and Sth 1925
at ten: o’clock.

- Was al]ed to order by Moderator Rev. Carl Dams and serv1ees
were opened by song, and Dl‘ayer by ‘the Moderator SRR

The Constltution and Rules of Deoorum were reafl and the let-_
ters frorn the dlfferent churehes ealled for and the t‘ollowmg re-—

1 - v ' . 'ri

ported -
Little Flock church presented by T T. Trivitt, |
Bay Creek ehurch by ‘Sisters Martha Davis *tnd Lon Colllns
" E(,enter Point church by Bro. J.' F. Landrum. ‘

- New Home church by Bro. Walter Roberts.

- Hill Top church by Bro. R. W. Partee A

Pleasant Grove ehurch by Guy Hargrave and Sl ter Edna Klng

Pleasant l+ lat churéeh’ by Bro. J. H. ‘Griffith.

" The letters were read and reeewed and delegates seated antl the'

nght hand of fellowslup extended R R

Brother Walte1 Roberts presented himself tor nlembershlp in-

the assoolatlon as an ordalned mimster and’ was unammously re-

————

| Commlttee Ol day .
Lou Collins.” -

Commlttee on thelature Dexlhert 'Davis," CF Shearer;!'and-’

C. A MeCormaLh |
o Commlttee on Sunday Sehool Martha Davis, Edna Klng and R
Guy Hftrgrave was elected Assoentlonal Clerk
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_m the Arkansas Freewul Baptlst State Mmutes

“and Walter Roberts J. F Landrum Chnlrmon of Comnuttee

A motion was received to adjourn for 11 o’clock preaching serv-
ices to meet again at 2 p. m.

Preaching services conducted - by Rev. Delbert Dav:s prayer by
Frank Collins.

I.esson, (:enes:s 1 9. * | |
Text, (lenesls 39 the last olause ““Whele art thou i

- ;.,_*_5 s Naturday Erening;Sesslon.‘

i

Met ‘lt ‘) p m., opened by song, serlpture lesson Psa,lms 15, and'-\_i

'prayer by moderator' ‘\Iornlng mlnutes read and recewed IRe-

port of commlttees called for and tlle fo]lov. ing reported
| Report of the Resolutlon Commlttee' __ | | . . .

L Resolved | l'I‘het the deaeons oontmue to use thelr best ef- |
forts to raise money to help pay their pastors and to help the as- |
sociation pay its preftohers to go to destltute places - SIT B

2. Resolved:. That thls assocmtlon mstruot lts mlmsters to
expose Darwin’s theory of evolutlon and nlso Warmng agmnst its
danger, N

3. Resolved That we adopt tho Articles of I‘oith "lS eont‘uned-f
1. Resolved: That Thursddy nlght before the thlrd Sundﬂ.y in
September, be the date for our annual assocmtlonal meetlng '_
5. Resolved: That no person be. ordained to preaeh the gospol
until after they have been hcensed at leost one year |

Ve

o 6 Resolved Tlnt we glve a vote of tlmnks to'our H’lOdBI“ltOI‘

dnd c]er]{ e ........_-.:.:..-m-——~ S e ‘“‘_”__."d

We, the credentials eommlttee submit our report ‘15 follov“
We  find’ ‘that we have seven ordained mlnlstelsfln our assocmtlon
all in good standln hose names are as follows: Revs C T Davxs
Delbert Davis, Carl Dov:s J. H. Griffith, R. W, Pmtee, Noah M:ller |
Report received and committee releagsed. |
Report of Obltuar}' Committee: - S _ .

L



- We, the Conmuttee on 0b1tuary, Sllbnllt our report as follows
We find that the Lord in His wmdom hae taken frum us three of
our brothers, W P Sorrels, J. L. Bentley ’111(1 R. R. Ball and three'
" of our msters, Celm Carder Peechle Dzw1s and Ca,rrie ‘Nimmo. We
mourn ‘their death hut We feel that our loes 1s thelr gam. “We eseure"‘
t11e1r relatwee of Olll prayers and sympathy R B Bu,ll was deaoon:
in Bay Creek church and Elders W. P. Sorrels and J. L. Bentley were’
two of our ploneer preachers We' mlse “them m enr assocmtlon’
and we feel that they were called from their labor to rest |
The report was received and committee released AR
| Q. A McCormack v.as appolnted on the Executwe Commlttee fOl
a term of three yeare " The committee is composed uf C.'T. Daws
R. W, Partee and C. A, McCormaol\ and reports no ka left un-"
- finished so no report to malke. S
| The Commlttee on therature reporte as’ iollows
| 'We, the Committee on thelature. submlt our rep.ort as’ follows
We find in many homes the wrong kind of literature is being read.
We condemn the reading’ of the various theories of evolution, Rus-
‘selism, novels, etc. We encourage the reading of good books and
hterﬂture which tends to elevate ‘mentally and eplrltuelly Signed,
Detlbert Davis, Chairman of Committee, | |
| The report received and commlttee released
The Sunday School Commrttee reported as folloes
We the Committee on Sundey School, submit our report as fol-
. lows Realizing the importance of Sunday school, und that it is in
keeping with Chrlet'e teaching, also Solomon said, (Proverbe 22:6)
Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he
" will not depart from it. We therefore urge ministers an laity te
encourage Sunday school work, urging parents to maintain Sunday

‘school in every community, and to take their children every Sunday |

to same. - Statistics show that ninety-'eight per cent of all crimes
committed is by people who was not reared in Sunday school.
Slgned Martha Davis, Chairman of Commlttee '

-

Report received and committe releeeed
_ The Temperance Committee reported as follows:

We the Committee on Temperance, submit our report as fol-
~lows: We highly favor the Eighteenth Amendment to the Consti- .
tution of,the United States We urge that its vmlators be punished.
We pledge onr support to the prohibition officers. Signed, Mrs,
Delbert Davis, Chairman of Committee, |

\
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'l‘he repert reeewed nnd eemmlttee rele*tsed
| There was twe veeanelee en the erdalmng eeunell caused by
the death ef Elders J. L. Bentley and W. P Serrels so Rev. Delbert
Devxs and Rev \leeh ‘\Iiller were appemted in thelr places ' The(
eeunell cen31ts et‘ Revs C. T Da.ws Delbert Daws and Neah Mlller |
.. The fefllewmg effleers were elected fer the enemng year: ‘Rev.
Delbert wars mederater nnd Rev.__ R. W P‘u'tee asmstant meder-
a.ter Guy Hargrave,,elerh,_and Curren Daws _asmstant elerk

Rev. Carl Davis was elected te preaeh the mtreductery sermeni
_‘Illd Rev. Noah \llller alternate. o

The . esseeletlen wﬂl meet Wlth the Center Pelnt ehuleh, Ellza-
beth Fulten eennty,_en Thursday mght befere the thll‘d Sunday in
September 1926 | | - | |

Mmutes rend and recewed

A metlen was made te adJeurn to meet as sta,ted abeve 3

The partlng h'md qu taken prayer effered and se ended the
thlrty flI‘St ennuel sessien ef. the aeseemtlen
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- shall be. erda:ned without first . examining: him- upon hls meral e,nd
efficient character to.teach or preach the Gospel. :

ARTICLE . 11.. This 'Constitution may be altered or changed at

- any of the annual meetings of the Association.

ARTICLE 12, " The 'Association may expel ' any .Church from
its dehheratlens and: withdraw: 1ts fellowship frem the -same for -

heresy' of irregularity in practice. R TR

ARTICLE 13. The Churches composing tlllS A sociation shallﬁ.—

| contribute to: their - Pastors sufficient to 1eward them for: thEII‘ ex-
| penses and time spent with them, .~ o il e '

ARTICLE 14 This Assecmtlen shall take .¢care. ef old . end
worn-out Ministers: and their wives or mdews ‘the Association :shall .
have a treasurer who shall pay:out of money received te the order of

the ‘Association for the purpose contributed.:

ARTICLE 15. All Mlmstere shall mahe a wrltten repert of "all:

their labors during the year. T T R PA I

ARTICLE 16. A committee . of three shall be appemted e‘10h7s

year to inquire into the standing of our Mlnlsters

'ARTICLE 17. Each pastor shall impress upon each church in .

his ‘charge the need of taking the sacrament and- washmg cof : feet: at
least once a year. S .

“ARTICLE 118, This’Association -shall . ‘take the .sacrament and
wash feet with the church 1t meets Wlth Sunday mght after the As-:-

socmtlon ea,(,h year EEETREELINNE RTINS S A S

RULDS OI* DECORUM |

tri._-:f i N -.,, » - .'_- {f{'; f *-4 .

. SECTION 1. Lach éessmn shall 'be opened and closed with
prayer. by the Medemtor or,any person he may, des_ugnate

SDCTION . Only one. persoon’ shall. speak at a tlme Who shall_

arise and address the Moderator,

'SECTION 3.  All,visiting brethren inv1ted te take se'l.ts wim"

'ue may debate on. all questions, but, shall not vete on, eny

eeeend T T O TY TR SIS --w;r'

[ PO [

.....

in dehate and in no \wise cast personal . reflectiens en any one who__;___.

may have previously spoken,

| - SECTION 6. .The. pereon; speahmg shall not be 1nterrupted by
'my one, except the Mederator nor shall the Medereter mterrupt

hlm unless he breaks order... .

¥ i

SECTION 4. No discussion Sha“ ‘be .except  on monen ‘lnd

SECTIO\" . 5. The person !-speakmg shall adhere to the subJect,{




‘-—u_b

. SECTION 7 No . person- shall- .speak :more: than three. times on..
thhe same subJect without leave of ‘the Association., .; S
&ECTION ‘8. :Members: shall address each other by. the: appel-_
'latlen of “Brother” or “Brethren.” SRS PP BT SURNEY
- SECTION 9. --If- any: member obJeets to the dlscussmn of a :Mmo-
tion made and: seconded, ‘the Moderator -shall - immediately put the -
question: “Shall the Question be discussed?” :_If'negative;-- the;qlles-=.=:-'-
tion.shall not be discussed.. T O AR T AL T SO
- SECTION..10.. . Motion made and . lost shall not be recmded on- .
Minutes unless so ordered by a vote at the . .time. R o
. SECTION 11...If. any .motion ..or: propos1t10n under ~discussion
contains two or more parts_ it shall, at. the request of any. member, -
be divided and the vote on-each part taken separately.. ;;. .., . . .
SECTION 12. No member:; shall laugh: .or. ~whisper' during .

N . .
T

speaking: -« v oot o T S
SDCTIOV 13 No memberlshall absent-himselfpfrom the: Asso- .
ciation xxlthout leave, ' el e
SECTION 14. The. hames of members shall be enrolled and;L.-_
called when necessary

. SECTION  15... No . member shall speah over ten mmutes w1th-{;-
eut leave of the Moderator. | e G e

. SECTION -16. . The  minutes . shall be lead and eelrected before_
final adjournment.: : . Caet N R T TR A TR

SECTION  17. Any member who shall break any. ef these rules.r
‘shall be reproved by the Moderator aCCOI‘dln“‘ to the direction of the
Association. - GUUENT iy iy s e *

-I'j|q. f-';t-‘t L Can 1 -'i-;,

ARTICLES or FAITH

4 .il'."'

;.“"I‘:"r .!.-1.{‘.

1. We beheve in’one t1ue and lwm" God—the Father the Son
and'Holy Ghest——and these three are: ‘equal'in dwme essence‘ pewer
and glory John 1:1; 1 John 5:7; 1 Cor 8 6: John 10:30."

We' believe that the Scrlptures in” "the” Old and New Testa-
ments are the words ef God and’ the enly 1nfa111b1e rule et‘ f‘uth and R
'pxactlce 2" Tim.’ 4.2 2T1mu16' B R A R EA
3. We beheve that Ged created man and gave h1m holy - com-
mandments 'whereby' he should live holy, but man voluntarily diso-
beyed the' commandments  of " Ged ‘transgressed the:law -md fell un-+
der the just condemnatmn of the same, whereby all men are sinners
not by constraint, but by chmee ‘being- partakers of the sinful nature
attained by the’ fall “But we see Jesus, who was made a little: lower -
than the angels for the suffermg of death, ¢crowned: Wlth glory and-

k]
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| honor : then He by the "graeo- of God,should taste death for every

man. - Gen, 1:27; Gen. 2:16-17; Gen. 3:6; John .3:16-17; Heb. 2:9.
4 . We believe that Chrtst by . His death burial . and resurreotlon

purchased our pardon and offers it freely to all men upon the con- -
dition of repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Chrlst |

He now . commands all men everywhere to repent, therefore look . un-
‘to me and be ye saved all the ends of the earth, for I am God and

“beside me:there is none else. Rom. 5: 6 21 ~Matt. 4 17 Isatah 45 22 ;

Heb. 11:16.

0. ‘We believe that all adult persons must be regenerated andi

'born of the spirit of God if .they inherit eternal llfe. John 1:6-14;
Titus 3:5; John3113 ‘Rom.  8:9.. . |

NN We believe that regeneration 1s an mstantaneous renewal of o
- the heart by the Holy Ghost whereby the penltent sinner receives a
- new life,. becomes a child of God and is disposed to serve Hlm As
babies. require, constant food for. bodtly development, the new born;
babe in Christ requires spiritual food that he may develop by a grad-?'
ual "growth into full stature of Christian manhood. John 3: 5. Ez.

36: 26-27; Titus 3:5; Gal. 5:1-21; Eph.2: 10 RomS 16 Jolm 1 12 1

© Matt. 13:31; Mark 4:26: .1 Peter 2:3. L cL |
.. We believe . that the. doectrine ot‘ Santlt‘tcatlon ot Holmess as,
tought in the Bible applies to the soul or inner. man; and to it alone,
and that the sanctification of the body will not take place untll the_. |

resurrection.of . the__dead .when this mortal. shall put on 1mmorto.11ty

and this.corruptible shall put on incorruption. 1 Cor 6:11; Rom,

7:17-25; :Phil.-3:21; .1 Cor, 35:54,

8, i We bhelieve that all Chl‘lStlal'lS should persevete in graee ondr'
be falthful to the end if they inherit eternal life, for blessed. are they.
that do His commandments that they have a right to the t_re_e o_t life

and enter in through -the gates of the mty Cor 10 12-13 Rev. 221:14;
"RRom, 11:20-21; Heb. 10:26; John 15;2-6. |

9. 'We_believe in the - justtflcatlon of tnfants by '_th;'eh 1mpute{1:'
nghteousnese of Jesus.Christ in a passive, state _thereby. odoptmg_

them heirs.of His kingdom. -Matt. 19:13-14; §: 10.

.7 10.. We believe . that . the V151b1e Church: of. Chrlst is a oongre-*
gation of faithful followers who have obtamed fellowshlp Wlth .each

other:  and have given .themselves to the.Lord and .one another hav-'

ing agreed to. keep up good ‘discipline according to the rules of the

Gospel ~Matt.: 18:15-20. .

- - 11, We believe. that the church is., the famtly of God the re-__
deemed: in the ftggregate of Adam‘s race from rlghteous -Abel to the.

— ke . FEETRELgET—— —w  r = s s .- .




19

restltutlon of all thlngs of every nition, Kindred, tongue and people
Matt 16 '18; Acts 2 47: Heb. 12: 23; Eph, 1:22-23;' Rom, 12:5; '10:17.

'12. "We -believe that Jesus Chrlst is ‘the great'--’head of - the
chureh and the government 1s mth the body Eph 5:23; '-Col.1:18-21;; ,

Matt. 18:17-18. R

B We believe that: heptlsm by immersion is the apostohe mode,
even the burml of a° behever in water, and- that Christ, who is our’
lite, showed this humble’ example to His ehlldren and bade them wall\‘
therem Matt. 3: 15 16 ‘\Iatt 28 19 20 I\hrh 1 b-_l Acte 8 38

Rom. 6:16.

14, We beheve that' Baptism, the Lord’s Supper and the Ws.w.fosht-f
ing of the Saint’s feet are ordinances' of the Gospel of Jesus Chrlst‘*

and are to be contlnned untll Hle second coming, Matt 28 19 Luke
92 19- ‘?’0, John 13:5. R e - - .

- 15, 'We believe that only those Who have obtalned* a living: hope'
'1n the Lord Jesus Christ, have a I‘l"‘ht to baptism, and those only
who heve been called of God and’ have-come under the Presbytery of’
Dlders have a right to admmlster the same. TltllS 1:1. 16 M*u‘k 16~

18 ‘Matt. 3:8- 9; Acts 10:47; '1°Tim. 4:14-16. - B

h

16, The soul is immortal, henoe does not dle with the- hody, but.
1m1nedlately after death enters into a conscious: ‘state’ of happlnees-
or’ mlsery, nceordmg to the eplrltunl ehnracter here posseseed Phll

.L:},‘Lnke 23:43: Rev. 6:9. .
14 We believe that there \ull be a'"enual universal judgment
when all men shall be ]udged aeemdlng to the deeds “done in the

‘body, whether good or bad, and that 1mmed1ate1y thereafter the.

Vl(‘:ked ehell enter mto everlastlng punlshment ‘and the righteous

into eternal happiness. Ecel. 3:17; 11:9; Matt.:12:36-37; 2 Thes. 1:-

S 9 Rev.6:12: 17:20:12; 21:8; 14:11; Luke 16:23; 2 Cor. 5: 10.
18- We  believe that’ God in His goodness dlspleys power .of grace

in a greater degrec in calling and qualifying ' His servants by the

teaelnng of the " Holy Ghost ‘and by the" 1nstruetlon of His blessed

words to £0. forth and proclaim life and salvation’ without price.  He:
bids us freely to come and nothing prevents the salvation of any but:

thelr own stubboln 1ebelllon ‘and sinful refusal to come, Aets..9.15,
"1'I‘1m 4716 lcorl 23: 1 Tim. 1:15-16. ’ ERREE R

19, We' beheve in a divine call to the ministry, that the minister
should heed the admonition of Paul to Timothy to study the Secrip-
tures, that the ehureh donate of their substance as the Lord prospers:
them 'to the support of their pastors and th’lt ministers may have

hetter opportumtles to store thelr minds Wlth thet smrltuel food so

L




necesary to Christian development. To this end we recommend that
each church have a finance committee of three to consist of two dea-

cons and a clerk to collect and store such funds 2 Tim, 2:15; 1 Cor,

16:1-2.
CHURCH COVENANT

Having given ourselves to God through Jesus Christ, and adopt-
ed the foregoing articles as our confession of faith, we now give our-

selves to each other by the wﬂl of God and agree to the followmg "

- Church Covenant.
| 1. We solemnly covenant before God, that we 'Will strive by
His assisting grace to exemplify our profession by a corresponding
practice. We covenant aﬂd-agrée, as members of the church and as
‘Christians, to watch over each other in love for mutual upbuilding in
Gospel faith, endeavoring to keep the' unity of Spirit in the bond
of peace, to be careful of each other’s reputation, to confess our
- faults to one another, to strengthen the feeble and kindly admonish
. the erring, and to labor together for the upbuilding of the church
and the denomination, and the salvation of sinners. |

2. We promise that we will faithfully and constantly mamtam
secret and family prayer, and religiously instruct those under our
care, ‘ ‘

)

and circumstances for the supportaof the ministry and other ex-
‘penses among us, that we will be benevolent to the needy, and es-
pecml]y to the poor or our own church. |

4. We also promlse that so far as we shall be able we w;ll at-
tend upon puhllc 1Mn'shm,, the social meetings of the church, and re- '

port ourselves regularly at the monthly conferences, and that we
will walk in all the ordinances of the Lord’s house.

5. We covenant and agree that we will abstam from a]l vain
1musements and sinful conformlty to the world; that we will not':

traffic in, use, nor furnish others, intoxicating drinks as a beverage;
and that we will sustain the benevolent enterprises of our denomi-
nation and church—as missions, education, Sabath School, moral
reforms, and all others which tend to the glory of God and welfare
of men. - '. |

And may the God of peace sanctify us wholly and preserve us
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, tha_tkwe may
join the glorified around the throne of God, in ascribing blessings
and honor and glory and power to Him that sitteth On'tlle‘ throne
and unto the Lamb forever. Amen. -

3. We covenant and agree to ilse our influence to sustain' the -
regular public worship of God, contributing according to our ability
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