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MINUTES . 1930 

The Big .Springs Association of the Freewill Baptist Churches· 
met with Center Point Church on Thursday night before the 
3rd Sunday in September 1930. Was called to· order by the Mod-

' erator, Rev. J. H. Griffith and the Divine Service Committee ap 
pointed Bros. Bob Trivitt, Newt Davis·and Eddie Jones. Rev. W. 
M. Cooper preached Thursday night. Subject-Son Remember. 
'fhis was ·a good sermon and well received . 

• 

. . Friday Morning Session. 
The session met at 9 a. m. with song, scripture lesson 23 

Pis. by Moderator, J. H. Griffith, and prayer by Rev. C. T. Davis. 
The constitution was read by the Clerk. 

·. The letters from the churches were called for and the following 
reported: 

Pleasant Grove Church. Letter presented by Bros. Eddie 
Jones and Guy Hargrave. 

Little Flock Church. Letter presented by Bros. Tom and Bob 
Trivitt •. 

Center Point Church. Letter presented by Bro. Walter Walk­
er and Sister Alpha Hutson. 

· · Bay ·.Creek Church. Letter presented by Sisters McCormac!;: 
and Davis. . : · . . . 
~ · ·nm· Top Church; Letter presented by Rev. R. W. Partee, 

Pastor. · · 
New churches called for and the Union Hill Church of Hand 

asked membership in our body and was received unanimously. 
Then. a round table discussion of methods to • better Associa­

tion. Some good talks were made and a motion was made to ad­
journ to meet at 2. p. m. 

· · The eleven o'clock services were conducted by Rev. McCuistion. 
Subject. Love One Another • 

. .. · ' ' 

Friday Evening Session. 
Services opened with song, and Scripture Lesson by Moderator. 

Reb. 2 Chapter. ·Prayer by Bro. Eddie Jones. 
The following committees were appointed by Moderator. · .... · 
Sunday School Committee. Bros. C. T. Davis, Walter Walker 

and Sister Martha Davis. 
· Obitua-ry Committee •. Sisters Ossie Davis, Fannie McCormac:{, 

and Bro. J. L. Davis. 
Temperance Committee. Rev. C. T. Davis, and Sister Fannie 

McCormack and Alpha Hutson. 
Literature Committee.· Bros. Delbert Davis, Walter Walker, 

and Tom Trivitt. . . 

Resolutions· Committee. Rev. Delbert Davis, Carl Davis, and 
Noah Miller. . . ' 

The Cl'Cdentials Committee reported and the old committee 

• 



---- ... ----------

was· retained. ··Bros. Tom Trivitt; J. N.' Davis and Guy 1Iargi'ave. 
- The Executive Committee reported no unfinished business and. 

the old colmi1ittee was retained. C. T. Davis, R. W. Partee, Guy. 
Hargrave. - - .. ·· .. · ·· : . . . .- · · · · 

· · Motion made to adjourn till 9 a. m. Saturday.· --- · 
. - -, . . 

~ .. .- .. -·--,~"'····· .. ·-'' .... - - . 
··.·- - .. -·-· . ··--··- ·'· .• .,. --~----· ;..-. ··. 

: : ·_:'Friday !Night . Session. . . ·: . • i, · · · 

Services conducted by Rev. Noah Miller. Subject-Works-. "----.- -- ·--·· ____ .. ____ ,' -~-- ---~ -·-· 
followed by Rev. Delbert Davis. :A good ser:vice. 
... ' :· -. -· -• : > Saturday Morning. Session;· < ' · · · · :. 

. . , ,.;. . -· ' . . . . . 
- · ·. Services opened . with song .. · Scripture .lessons · 92 . Pis; by. 

Moderator. Prayer by Bro: R. W: Partee. · 
-__ -•: The Ministerial Report was called for and· reported as :·fol­

lows: Rev. C. T. Davis, Rev. R. W. Partee, Rev. J. H. Griffitil,­
Rev>carFDavis, :-ReV'. DiHbert Davis;. Rev. Noah Miller. ·The 
Ministerial report was received. . · · - ·. . -- · · ' . · : 

· · - The· Temperance Committee· reported . as follows: The report 
was received and the committee released. Committee, C. T. :Davis, 
Sister· Alpha--Hutsori; Sister Fannie McCormack. · <.- : · · .. --. 

The Sunday School Committee reported[ as follows:.-~ Report 
received ·and the committee released.-· . Committee,:. Bro. c: T~ Davis, 
Bro. Walter Walker, Sister Martha Davis. . .. - ·_ · 

' ~ -, ,. . .. ~ . 

,>·.The Literature· Committee· reported as follows:· As found in 
old Minutes and committee released. Committee, Delbert Davis,. 
Toni ·'rrivitt, -Waiter :wa1ker. _ : -- . . . , .•.. _. : 

Obituary Committee -reported as·- follows: . Committee. realesed. • 
' ....... ' 

-'Committee; :Brq,· J .. L. Davis, ·Sister · Ossie Davis, Sister .Fannie 
McCormUck.: -~ .. _,;,.-_;·:-.:....:~., .:~ .-- ... ·:·:·"~: ~---- .... -.~~.-~ ... :.: · .. . :- _::.-·- .... . 

11he Ordaining Council was appointed as. follows: • :Rev. C. T .. 
> • - • • - • ' • ' ' 

Davis, Rev .. R;·.w. Partee, and :Rev; Delbert Davis... . _) .·· .. -· 
The Resolutions Committee reported ·as: follows~ . ·Resolutions: 

.--

1-9 were adopted .. .' · .. ·.-_.-.,. -- ·-
The meetmg adJourned to meet at 2.p. m. 

' ·• ~.,. .. ·.·-·- ,-·. . .. 
,';~,·Elev!m o'clock services .conducted by :Bro.:R. W. Partce • .:'Les-

son Eel. 9 ch. TE)xt:...::.Love. the Lord-thy God.· Followed· .by Bro.~ 
C. I Da·v·s- · .. ·: - .. ~. r ::.- •· '-•. -. - .-..... - ... , . • • - -, · • · • • -ar ; 1.------ -~ ..... ~---·--·-·---.- .. ·• ... __ .-. ~..-.-~-- .. · __ . _ ~ ... ·_ --- .. -... ····-··· 

.. • -· . . -· • .. , > • . - •• : .. . . ) . ' ' ,• .' . ' . . .. . '. . . . - . . . _ ...... -~-· .. _.,. ____ .. -~~--"'·-- ~-- ~--· ~ ............. ~ - . . " ' . .. . . .. -. . .. • 
. ... " ; 

Saturday Evening Session._: :: .' .. -. : .. ~ .. _ > : ~ ;_.: ;; 
' '. - . ~ .. .. - . . ·. . . ' . ' 

,: -~·services opened ,with songr · .Scripture: lessCin 3rd ch •. of 2nd. 
Timothy by Moderator and prayer by Sister Alpha: Hutsi:m.:. .... . ::; 

~ , ... _,.... .. ..... , ,.. - . 
:;~;~~-Resolved. that>we. have· .no·-minutes, printed this~ year •.. : .. _· ... · 

The next Association will meet with: the.:Union~HilL.Chlirch£ .. .,.... ... .. . ' . . , .. -- .. 

o&Thursday'-night-before-'the; 3rd Sunday. .in September, .1931.: 
Rev. Noah 1\:Iiller was elected Moderator, and. Re'v. :R •. W.~ 

.. . .;. ' ' .• . ' . . ~ . . -. . -- . . 
Partee- assistant and. Guy • Hargrave AssoClatiOnaL Clerk. 

We are to have three Fifth Sunday Meetings~ne~ at :.Lit,: 
tie: Flook ::Churcli(:one:,at', Rlea:san:t.: Grove and• orie. at. Sturkie. 
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1931 MINUTES OF BIG SPRINGS ASSOCIATION 
OF FREEWILL BAPTISTS , 

The Association met with the Union Hill· Church. on .Thurs ·· 
day night before the 3rd Sunday in September 1931. · 

The Association was called to order. by Moderator .Rev. Noah 
Miller. . ··. · . • · · ·· · · · 
. · . ·.Rev •. Delbert Davis. preached the introductory. sermon .. Sub. 

ject-The Bread of Life, followed by Rev. Noah Miller.. . .... 
The Friday morning session met at 9:30. Was called to order 

by singin~, Scripture.:.lesson by the ·Moderator and prayer bv . . 
Rev. Delbert Davis. · 

... ' . 

ROLL CALL 

. . 
. . 

R .. W. Partee, J. H. Griffith, Delbert Davis, Walter Roberts, 
Carl Davis, Noah Miller, Marvin .Davis,"'G .. H. Hand; J. E. Moody, 
Lessie Hand, Guy· Hargrave, Tom· Davis,. Edd .Calloway, Theodo1e 
Trivitt, Woodrow Roberts, Tom Trivitt, Thea. Hicks, Lon New~ 
ton, Frank Orr: · · ··· · · .. ' . . :. · · 

. The Constitution. and .. Rules .of .Decorum were .·read by the 
Clerk and the letters of . the different churches were. called· :for 
and the: following churches reported: .. · . · , . . . ' 

··. New'Home •. Letter presented by Woodrow·.Roberts and Theo-
dore Trivit.t: ·: • · ' . · ·.. . . . : • 

Bay. Cicek :church •. Letter .presented by Rev"· DelberLDavis: 
Little Flock .Church .. Letter 'presented by. Bt·o .. Tom. Trivitt. 
Pleasant Grove Clmrch. Letter presented by Guy Hargrave. ; 

• 

Center ··Point Church. ·. Letter presented by .. Tom . Davis .. and 
Edd Calloway. . .. .. . . . .. . . · ·: :. . . . , · · : 

Union Hill Church. · .Letter presented by. Lon. Newton :and 
Theodore :Hicks; . · · : . . · . · 
.. , ... •Motiori.made .to· receive our letters and seat our delegates.,: 

... -· - . . . . ' . . :.. - . . . .. . . . . . . ' . . . . ' . ' 

•< . · . : . , New Churches Called For. . .. 
Pleasant Flat Church of Amos asked for membership aml 

was unanimously· .received •. ··. · · · · · .. 
. . . . :·The: following committees were .appointed by the Moderator • 
. · . : Divine. Service. Committe~; Rev •. Tom Trivitt,: Toin :Davis; 
and Theodore Hicks. .. . . : 

Rev. Delbert Davis, J. H. Griffith, . . ~ . ., 
Obituary Committee •. 

and Walter Roberts;>: ... : ._ .... ,, ... 
• . . . . 

,. · · · . Temperan!Ce ·committee. Sister Lessie Hand, Rev ... Partee, 
and Brother Woodrow . Roberts. · · · · .. . : 

.. Sunday School Committee. Brothers Edd Calloway, Theodore 
Trivittt and G. H. Hand. · . · . :. . .. · · · · · 

· . Resolutions Committee. Rev. Carl Davis, Eliner Moody, and 
Rev. R. W. Partee. 

. . . . . 

• 

\ 

• 
• • 
I 

•• 

/ 
/ 
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CredentialS . Committee. · 

Tom Trivitt. 
• • 

Literature Committee. 
and· Rev.· Carl Davis. . 

-6-

Walter Kerislow, J. N. Davis, and 
' . . ' 

Rev. Delbert Davis, J. H. Griffith, 

Minutes. read and received. Motion · made. to . adjourn for 
preaching to meet at 2. p. m. . .. 

Eleven o'clock service was conducted by Rev. R. W. Parlee:_ 
Lesson 1st Pis. Subject-Covered. Up, followed. by Rev. Walter 
Roberts. -

Friday Evening. Service. . 
Session met at 2 p. m. Was called to order by .song, Scrip­

ture lesson by Moderator-Rom. 5, and prayer by Bro. Dave 
Rather. . 
. · ·. ·~The ministerial·. report called for · arid gave the . following 
Rev. Carl Davis, Rev. C': T. Davis, Rev: Delbert Davis, Rev. J. H. 
Griffith, Rev. R. W. Partee,· Rev. Walter Roberts, Rev. Noah 
Ml.ller ·.·. . . .. · · · ·-·-·· .. · .... · '·' 

A committee composed of Rev. Delbert Davis, J •. H~-· Grif­
fith and '·R. ·,W. Partee -\vas appointed to investigate the questio.1 
of licensing of ·Marvin Davis ·to preach. 

We the committee on examination of· the qualifications ·of 
Marvin Davis to :preach the gospel for one year find him sound · 
in doctrine and orthodox and recommend that he be licensed. 
Committee; Delbert. Davis, R •. W. Partee, J. H. Griffith •. 

. · The: body voted unanimously to . license. the same· at: this 
e t ·ng; - . . . . . m e 1 • ...• :.· _,. .. .· __ . . · . . . . . . . . 

.· .·. ··• The; Credentials Committee· reports. as follows~ We. find we 
have 7 ordained ministers, all in good standing. . Committee, 
Tom Trivitt; J. N. Davis, Guy. Hargrave .. > 

The Executive Committee reports as follows: ·.We .find we 
have no unfinished. business •. The old committee retained. Com­
mittee, Guy Hargrave, C. T. Davis, R. W. Partee • 
........ The Resolutions .. Committee. reports as follows: Resolutions 
1 t 8.. . - . . ' .. ~ .. . . . . . - - ,_. . .-' . ~ ' -- 0 _ ......... _ ... ---- .\ ...... -- ··-·· ·-·-- .... - ' . ·- . -

. Motion made to adjourn· to meet Saturday _9. a. m •.. : .• •· 
.. ·.· ,_. Friday night service conducted by Rev. Noah Miller and. Rev. 
J. H; Griffith.· Lesson Rev •. 21st Chapter. Subject-Reunion and 
Home. 
-:-~_t .... ·-~ 

-----···-···· 
.. . 
• • • • 

' . . . . . . 
Saturday Morning Session. · · ·· · · 

\ · ... : . . , Saturday morning session opened with singing,. Scripture 
lesson St. John 14 ch., and prayer by. Moderator • 
.. -· .. The. Obituary Committee. reports as follows: We. find that 
the Lord has dealt graciously with, yet. has taken from us our . 
beloved Sister I;~_:E. ·Baker, of. Union Hill.Church. · We assure 
her kindred . and friends the sympathy and prayers of.' the. Asso-

- -,.. ' 
. . .. ; .\ --. -~ \ 
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ciation~ ·· Committee, Delbert Davis, J. H. Griffith, Walter Rob-
erts. · · 

The committee was released. . • 

The Temperance Committee reports as follows: Old· report. 
Committee, R. W. Partee, Sister Lcssie Hand, Woodrow Roberts. \ 

The committee was released. . : 
. The Literature Committee reports as ·follows: . ·Old report. 

Committee, Delbert Davis, J. H. Griffith~ Carl Davis. . .... 
' The Sunday' School Corimi.ittce· rc:ports as. follows:. BelievinJ 

the· Sunday. School to· be a part of the Lord's work and believing 
it to be one of the best means of instructing children in the, y;:ay; 
they should. go,· and since we ·are commanded to raise our child­
ren thus, we, therefore recommend. :that each church a11d past.or: 
of. the various churches use their best efforts to· have Sunday 
School each Sunday.' We especially: urge parents to take_ t~eir· 
children. to Sunday· School each ~Sunday. We also urge young 
meri. and women to· attend Sunday School regularly, since it has 
a tendency to elevate their lives to higher plains. Committee, G. 
H. Hand, Edd Calloway, Theodore Trivitt. · 

Valley View church letter was presented by Bro. Frank Orr; 
was unanimously received. Bro. Frank Orr was ordained· deacon. 

The old Ordaining. Council was retained. . Council, Rev. C'. 
T. Davis, Rev. R. W. Partee, Rev. Delbert Davis. 

Motion to adjourn to meet at 2 p. m. Saturday. 
Eleven o'clock service was conducted by Uncle Dave Rather 

in Jer. 6:16. Devotional services followed by Rev. Carl Davis. 
Subject-The Old Paths. 

Saturday Evening Session. 
Services opened by song. Scripture lesson 100 Pls. by Mod­

erator. Prayer by Rev. R. W. Partee. 
A motion was made to change the meeting date of the As­

sociation from Thursday night before the third Sunday· in Sep 
tember to Thursday night before the fourth. Sunday in July. 
The motion carried:-Resolved that the. Association meet with 
Pleasant Flat Church on Thursday night before the fourth. Sun­
day in July 1932. Rev. R. W. Partee was elected Moderator and 
Rev. Delbert Davis assistant moderator and Guy Hargrave,· As­
sociation Clerk. 

Rev. Carl Davis will preach the introductory sermon and 
Rev. Noah Miller assistant.·· 

Motion made to have the fifth Sunday meeting at New Home 
Church in November. The second fifth Sunday meeting at Stur­
kie . and the third fifth Sunday meeting· with the Bently Ridge 
Church, Little Flock. 

-Resolutions 9-10 were adopted. Rev .. R. W. Partee was elect.­
ed Association Evangelist. 

~ 

/ 
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Sunday evening sel'Vice conducted by Rev. J. H. Griffith. 
Subject-A Fit 'Subject for Baptism. Lesson St. John 10 chapter. 

Rev. Carl Davis preached .Sunday night, followed by Rev. 
Noah Miller:· Subject-The Lord's Supper and Foot Washing. 

l\IOTION 
Resolved that we represent with the State Association by let­

ter. 
Bro. J. H .. Griffith was elected Association Evangelist. 
Rev. C. T •. Davis. preached Saturday night. Subkct-God'e 

Love .. 
·- Eleven o'clock service Sunday was conducted by Rev. Delbert 

Davis. Subject-Saving Faith. 
Sunday night service was conducted by Rev. Carl Davis. 

Subject-Personal Knowledge of Salvation. Text John 14.22. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE ASSOCIATION • 

. . . . . ' . . . 

ARTICLE 1. · The Association shall be composed of ordained· 
and licensed Ministers, Deacons and 'the Clerks .. of the different 
.Churches and Delegates who shall be members of the Churches of 

. this· Association and shall have power, when quorum is present, to 
transact all. business that comes before it. .. · 

ARTICLE 2. This Association shall meet' annually on Thurs-· 
day.night before-the fourth Sunday in July. 

ARTICLE 3. Each Church shall be entitled to two delegates 
in the 'Ass·ociation; the Association shall act as advisory, but shall 
have no ecclesiastic authority over the Churches. · · · · 

· ARTICLE 4. The officers of the Association shall consist of 
a Moderator and Assistant Moderator,. Clerk and Assistant Clerk, 
and Treasurer, who shall be members of the Association, who shall 
be elected annually. · · ·· · • ·.. . .. 

ARTICLE 5. · It shall be the duty of the Moderator to preside 
over and lead the transaction of the meetings,.to :ippoint:all com­
mittees, and to see that order and decorum are p1·eserved by all the 
members; it shall be the duty ·of the Clerk to keep an impartial 
record. of. the·. business transacted during the session and ·to take 
charge of the Permanent Records of the Association; the officers of 
the Association shall'.continue in office until succeeded by ·a. new 
election. · 

ARTICLE G. It shall be the duty of each church of this Asso­
ciation to send to each annual meeting a letter by its appointed 
messeng·ers containing a brief acocunt. of its changes during •he 
year and its present condition. . : . . ... 

ARTIGLE :7. Any church may be received into· this Associa­
tion on application for admission by its appointed messengers -with 
a letter of correspondence, provided . it is sound in . doctrine arid . 
orderly in 'practice, and in. token· of. such reception the Moderator 
shall extend the right hand of fellowship to its delegates present: 

ARTICLE 8. This Association. shall at each aminal ·meeting 
appoint the time gnd p~ace for the next annual meeting and the 
brethren to preacil the mtroductory. . ·. . . · · ' 

· ARTICLE 9. All business shall be done by the members. 
ARTICLE 10. The Association shall appoint an. Ordaining 

Council from year .to year; provided that in the absence of the Or· 
daining Council any two Ministers or one Ordained l\i:inister and 
one Ordained Deacon· may act as Ordaining Council, arid· no person 
shall be ordained without first examining him upon 'his moral and 
efficient charaCter to teach or preach the Gospel. · · 

ARTICLE 11. This Constitution may be -altered or changed 
at any Of the annual meetings of the Association. ·• ·· · ·: · 

ARTICLE ·12. The· Association may expel any Church· from 
. its deliberations and withdraw its fellowship from the· same for 

/ 

' ' 
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heresy or irregularity. in practice. · · 
ARTICLE 13. The Churches composing this Association shall 

contribute to their Pastors sufficiE!nt ·to reward' them for their ex-
penses. and time spent with them. . . 

ARTICLE. 14. This Association shall .take care of old and 
worn-out Ministers and their. wives or widows, the Asociation shaH 
have a treasurer who shallpay out of money received to the order 
of. the· Association 'for. the· purpose contributed ...... :.: .·· · ··· · ' 

ARTICLE 15. All:Ministers shaH make a written report of all 
their labors. during .the year.·. . 

. ARTICLE 16 .. A committee of three. shall be appointed each 
year to inquire into the standing of our .Ministers.· · . , 
: .· ARTICLE 17. Each pastor shaH impress upon each church 
in his charge the .need of taking sacrament' and washing of feet 
at least once' .a year. . . . .... :. .. •. . . ._, . . . .. .. 

ARTICLE 18. This Association shall take the. sacrament and 
\vash :feet with the. church it meets with. Sunday· night after the 
Association each year. . . . . . . - --· . '' . ~ . 

. '. ' -· . . . . - ' . •• . ' . - .•. ' . 

• ' ,_ . . RULES .OF DECORUM.:.< . ' -.; • 

. ; . SECTION · 1. . Each session shaH be opened and -closed with 
prayer by the Moderator or.any person he may designate;. · . 

. SECTION 2. Only one person shaii speak at a time, who shail 
arise and address the Moderator. 
· . . .SECTION 3. AU visiting brethren invited to take seats with 
us may debate on aU questions, but shall: not vote on any. · 
· . · ·. SECTION 4. _ No discussion shaH be except on motion and 
second. . · · . · . . . . ..... '~- -"· 

., :- SECTION 5. · The person speaking shaH adhere .to the subject. 
in debate and in no wise cast personal reflection on any .one who 
may have. previously spoken. · . : ·.. , . . . . . · __ . 
· > SECTION 6. The .person speaking. shaH not.. be interrupted 

.by any,one except the.Moderator .. Nor shall the. Moderator inter~· 
rupt him unless he breaks order .. :· :. · .. , . : .·.. . . . .·: . : .· 

.. SECTION 7 .. ·· No person shall. speak more than· three: times -. .. 

on the same subject without leave of the· Association. :: .: ... · .. · . · : 
·: : : SECTmN 8, Members-shall address each other by.the.·appe1-, 
··lation. of. "Brother'' or· "Brethren,'~ " · ·. · .. . .. · · ... . : . · :: ·: ... · ·. . . . 

·. ·. SECTION 9. If any member :objects to the discussion. of ·a 
motion made and seconded, Jhe Moderator:.sha11·immediately.put 

· the question:. "Shall· the question :b.e discussed?";· ·lf :negative; 
the: question shall not be discussed. ; '. . . : . . . · . . . .. . .... 

SECTION 10.. Motion ·.made and .lost .shall not be recorded on . . . 
Minutes unless so ordered by a vote_ at the: time~ ... . · · ' · -· 

SECTION 11. :If any motion. or proposition. under discussion 
contains two or more parts it shaH, at the request of any. mem­
ber, be divided and the vote on each part taken separately.· 
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SECTION 12. No member shall .laugh ·or ~-whisper: during 
speaking',· : · : · • · · . ·. ' ·.' . · - . . . , .. : . : ,.· .. 

SECTiON · 13. No -member ·.shall absent himself from the 
Association w5thout leave.: . :. · . , : · . . . ;. . . . ,· · · 
' , SECTION 14. · The . names .. of members .shall be enrolled and 
called when· necessary •. ·. · · · · ·· · · · · · · · ·· ·· ... 

:SECTION 15. -. No member shall speak over ten. minutes with~ 
out leave :.of:,thecl\-loderator: . : .. ~: :; · . : · · ; . · · . · :_ 

SECTION 16.· The minutes shall he .read an'd corrected before 
final adjournment. . . . , . . : .. > · ' . : ·. . : .. ,·, 
· ·.'. SEC'TION 17~ Any member-who shall break any of these.rules 
shall.he.:reprovc>d .. by the Moderator according t6 the .direction .vf 
the. AilsocL1iion~- . . . . . . . . . .. 

• 
' . 

. 
• 

_ .. :-

. ' . ' . 
.. 
. . . .. 

•' • •• . 
- . . . . - ' .. ' . _. 

; . -. 
• - • • - ' h • '-

ARTICLES OF FAITH;· • 

. . ' . ' ' 

1. We believe in one t:i:ue.and living God....:..the Father; the Son 
and Holy .Gho.st....:..and these three are. equal in ·divine· eSsence, 
power. and .glory.; .John 1:1, I John 5:7, I Cor. 8:6, John-10:30. • 
. . ... 2. We believe that the. Scriptures in the Old and New Testa­
ment :are the _word# of. God; and. the .only. infallible rule of faith and 
practice. 2 Tim. 4:2, 2 Tim. 3:16. . · : · .. .. · · · · :, : 
· · .. 3. We believe that God: created man arid gave hini holy .com­
niandinents,cwhereby he. should live holy, but man voluntaril'y diso­
beyed the· commandments of God, transgressed. the law ·and fell uri.:­
der just ·condemn~;~tion ·of the same, whereby all men are sinners, 
not by constraint, but by choice, being partakers of,\ the''. siriful 

• 
nature attained by the fall .. But we see· Jesus, who wa·s made a 
little lower than' the angels for. the' suffering. of. death;: crowned 
with glory and honor; then He by the grace of- God should ta~te 
death ior. every man~ .. Gen. 1:2''7, .Gen. 2:16.17;. Gen::3:6; John 
3:.16-17; Heb; 2:C .. . .. :. ·. , . . . .. : .. : . _ : , . ' _- ._ 

4. We. believe. that -Christ, by His death; .. burial and xesurrec.: 
tion. purchase a ~o)ir. pardon and: offers. it freely to all men upon the 
condition of repentance toward God and faith in'. the. Llmf.'{esus 
Christ •. He now commands all men .evei·ywhere to repent, therefore 
look unto me and be .ye saved: all the ends of the earth, for ·.Lam 
God, ·and beside 'me there. is. none. else .. Rom. 5:6-21;.Matt,-: 4:17; 
I . h 45 22 H b. 11 16 - - .. ·. .. - ~-- . ~ ,_ ..... . ··-· - .. - ...... -... ) · stua : ; e .. : • · . · · ... · ... :..··~.-.;,, >· ·.':: .. :·.c·:.: ,_·_c: .. :~.-. 
· ':, . . fi.·:, We .. belie.ve:tha.t alLadult. persons must b'e regenerated and 
born oi the. spirit of.: Gad· :if they inherit eternalJife. ··' J ohri 1:16-l4i 
'Titus..3:5; John . .3:1~13; Rom.:'8.:9. :.·. :..c ::.':· -~'-::>::.< .: •<. >· 
. . : ~6. ; .We. ~believe th:lLregeneration .is' an 1nstantaneous renewal 
of the. heart of" tlie' Holy Ghost: whereby the penitent sinner te~ 

• ceives a' new. life, becomes.·a child' o.f. God arid. isfdisposed to:.iierve 
Hini;. As babies. require:.constant·food .. .for ·bodily developmen~: the 
new born babe in Christ: requires. const!int.food, that he .. may de: 
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velop ~Y a gradual growth into full stature of Christian· man­
hood. John 3:5; Ez. 36:26-27; Titus 3:5; Gal. 5:1-21; Eph. 2:10; 
Rom. 8:16; John 1:12-13; Matt. 13:31; Mark 4:26; r Peter 2:3. 

7. We believe that the doctrine of Santification or Holiness 
as taught in the Bible applies to the soul or inner man; and to it 
alone, and that the santification of the body will. not take place 
until the .resurrection of the. dead, when this mortal. shall put on 
immortality and this corruptible shall put on incorruption.· I Cor. 
6:11; Rom. 7:17~2.5; Phil. 3:21; I Cor. 35:54. · · 

8. We believe that all . Christians should persevere -in grace, 
and be faithful to the. end if they inherit eternal life, for blessed 
are they that do His commandments that they have a right to the 
tree of life and enter in through the gates of the city; ·•· Cor. 10:12-
13; Rev. 22:14; Rom. 11:2'0-21; Heb. 10:26; John 15:2-6. 

9. We believe in the justification of infants by the imputed 
righteousness of Jesus Christ in a passive state, thereby ado~ng 
them heirs of His kingdom. Matt. 19:13-14; 8:10. · .. 

. 10. · We believe that the :visible Church of Christ is a congre­
gation of faithful .followers·· who have obtained. fellowship with 
each other and have given themselves to the. Lord and one another, 
having agreed to keep ·tip good discipline according to the rule 
of the Gospel. Matt. 18:15-20. _ . 
· ·· 11. We'believe that the church is the family of God, the re­

deemed· is the aggregate of ·Adam's race from righteous Abel to 
the restitution of. all things of every nation, kindred, tongue and 
people. Matt. 16:18; Acts 2:47; I-Ieb. 12:23; Eph. 1:22-23;. Rom. 
12:5;-10:17. . -·· .... 
· 1Z •. We believe that Jesus Christ is the great head of the 

church and.the government is with the:body. Eph. 5:23; Col. 1:18-
21; Matt. 18:17-18. . . · . _. 

·. 13 •. We .. believe ·that baptism by. immersion is the apostolic 
mode, even the burial of a believer in water, and. that Christ, who 
is our life, showed this humble example to His children and bade 
them walk therein •. Matt. 3!15-16; Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 1:8; Acts 

. 8:38; Rom. 6:16. : 
· 14 •. We believe that Baptism, :the.· Lord's Supper,. and: the 

washing of the Saint's feet are ordinances of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and are to be continued until His·· second coming. Matt. 
28:19; Luke 22:19-ZO; John 13:5. .. · · : · · · 

15; --.We believe that only those who .. have. obtained ·a living 
hope in the Lord Jesus Christ have a right to baptism, and those 
only who have been called of God. and have come under the 
Presbytery of Elders have a right to administer the same. . Titus 
1:1-16; Mark 16:16; Matt._ 3:8-9; Acts 10:47; I Tim. 4:16 • 

. 16. The soul is immortal, hence does not die with the body, 
but immediately after death enters into a. conscious- state·· of hap~ 
piness or misery, according to the spiritual character here pos-

• 
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. . . . 
sessed.~ Phil.T~23; Luke·23:43; Rev. 6:9 .•.. · .. ' ·' .,, ·F .;) :'; ',..:• 

·.: 17. : We llelieve that there .will be a. general: universal judg-
. . . 

ment :when alr men shalF be 'judged according .to .the. deeds ·done 
in the· body,. whether. good or· .. bad,· arid:·that immediately there-· 

- . - \ . -

after the wicked shall entero into· everlasting. pi.mishment,. and•the · 
righteous into·eternal happiness:· Eccl. 3:17; 11:9; :Matt/12:36-37; 
2 Tbes.·l: 8-9;-Rev;: 6:12-17; ·20:12; · 21:8; 14:11; Luke i6:23; 2 
Cor. 5:10 •.. · ·· · · · · · · · · ·. ·. · :- ·· · ... : · 
· 18. We believe tbat· God iri His Goodmiss displays power ot 

grace .in ·a greater degree in calling and qualifying .His•servants; 
by the teaching of. the Holy Ghost and by the instructions .:of His 
blessed· words to go forth· arid •proclaim' life and salvation without: 
price. He bids us freely to come and nothing :prevents . the sal~; 
Vation of ~lly bttt ·their own' stubborn rebellion' and sinful.Tefusal 
to co.me: ACts 9:15; i Tim: 4:16; I Go~. 1~23; I Tim. 1:15-16.": : ; . . ' ' . . . . . --· ' 

•• · 19. We believe in a divine· call to· the ministry, that the min,: 
istershould heed th~ admonition of Patil to Timothy to ·study th'ri' 
Scriptures, that the· chu~ch ·donate.' of th~-ir substallce as· the Lord 
prospers them to the support of their pastors, and that ministers. 
may have better opportunities to store their minds with the spirit­
ual food so necessary to Christian development .. To this· end' we· 
recommend that each church have a finance committee· of three 
to consist of two deacons and a clerk to collect and. store .such 
funds. 2 Tim. 2:15; I Cor. 16.1-Z. . ..... · .. · · · · · 

CHURCH COVENANT. ·. 
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Having , given ourselves to God through ·Jesus Christ,. and 
adopted the foregoing articles as our confession of faith, we no;v 
give ourselves to each other by the will of God, and :agree to the 
following Church Covenant. · ·. . . 

1. We solemnly covenant before God, that we ·will strive.: by 
• 

His assisting grace to exemplify our profession by a ·.·correspond· 
ing ·practice. We covenant and agree .·as· members ·of;the.·church' 
and as Christians, to watch over each other in love for mutuat·up­
building in. Gospel faith, endeavoring to keep the .. uriity of .Spirit 
in the bond of peace, to be careful of each, other's _,:f2p'utation, · . .to 
confess our faults. to one >another, to ~.strengthen the feeble: and' 
kindly admonish the erring, and .to. labor; together. for. the' up-' 
b_!lilding· of the. church: and ·the ·deno111inatiori; and :the salvation of . ,, -·-· ' . sinners .. ·. :t .. ::-.·--·::_--/;:-:., ·-~ ~.:.- __ :,.·_ .: ·_.·· ___ ·- -·-·_· ___ , ~~--'-:.-;....'"' ::_:· .. . :...·· _'_:_· -~-:-:_.·: 

, ,, 2. , _We promise• that .we will faithfully and ·constantly. main~' 
tain ·secret and family. prayer,: and religiously instruct,those under' 

_, •· -· "· ~ ·-~ ·,, :· · '· · i·,:c our car_e. _ ___ :. : -·_-_:.~-----· ;_-~,-_. __ :·< __ ·, ~----- --~ ~- .:.:-:.. ~ ~- .·.:. ,_._. -·-· ... 
, · 3. · We covenant. and . agree . to. use . our·: influence' to sustain 
the ,regular. public worship· of God, .contributing: a·ccording ~to': ouri 

' ability and'. circumstances of or . the · support'• of" the 'ministry. 'ari(L 

• 

-
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other expenses among us, that. we will be benevolent to the needy, 
and especially to. the poor of our own church. 

4. We also promise, that so far as we are able, we will at-. 
tend upon public worship, the social meetings of the church, and 
report ourselves regularly at. the monthly conferences, and that 
we will walk in all the ordinances of the Lord's house. 

. . 
5. We covenant and agree that we will abstain from all. vain 

amusements and sinful conformity to the world; that we will not . . 

traffic in, use, nor furnish others, intoxicating drinks as a bev-
erage, and that· we. will sustain the· benevolent enterprises of 
our denomination and . church-as missions, education, Sabbath . . - . . . . . 

School, moral reforms, and all others which tend to the glory of 
- " . ' 

God and welfare of men • . - . . . .. 
· . And may the God of peace sanctify· us wholly and preserve 

. -· . •' . . 

us blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, that we 
- - ' . 

may join the glorified around the throne of God, in ascribing 
blessings and honor and glory and power to Him. that sitteth on 

. . 

the throne and unto the Lamb forever. Amen. 
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