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- Minutes

Blg Sprmgs Assocmtlon
Ot l*reewﬂl Baptlst Churches

Mmutes of Session of 195‘2-

- The Big SprmO‘s Assocutlon of Freewill Baptist Churehes
met with the State Line Church on Friday mo’ht before the
third Sunday in September, 1952. |

. Triday night session opened by singing. Prayer was led
by Brother Keylon. The moderator, Reverend Delbert Davis,

read the 8th chapter of Romans as a Scripture lesson. Ser- -
~vices closed to meet Saturday morning at 9:00 o'clock. Dis-
;nnssed bv prayer by Reverend Noah Miller.

SATURDAY T\/IORNING SESSION
)

Saturday mornmg seéssion was called to order by singing.

The moderator read the 23rd Psalm as a Scripture lesson. |

Praye1 was led by Reverend Noah Miller.

', The moderator read the rules of decorum. The church
letters were called for and the following reported: The Center

- Point letter was presented by Sisters Ruth Talbert and Eve-

lyn Talbott The Pleasant Grove letter was presented by Sis-

“ters Marie Conley and Pat Hargrave The State Line letter
- was presented by Brothers Robert Barnett and "Wade Keirn.

The letters were received ‘and the delegates were seated

 and the rlght hand of fellowshm was extended to the dele-

gates.

* The commlttees were appomted ;
Divine Committee, Sisters Mary Baqsham and Brothels -

' Wade Keirn and Robert Barnett.
. Resolution Committee, Reverend Carl Daws Reverend Ople

"B\"

Hargrave and Brother J. F. Bassham
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- 'Temperance Committee, Reverend Noah Mlller Brother
Wade Keirn and Sister Velma Walker.

Literature Committee, S1ster Marie Conlev Brothers Tal-
‘mage Bassham and George Sellers.

- Sunday, School Commlttee Sisters Evelyn Talbott Pat Har—’
graves and, Brother. Robert Barnett. - —

) Okituary Committee, Reverend W C Keylon Brothers Maf
Conley and Archie Holloway..

Credentlals Coemmittee, Brothers Fred Ledener Archle Hol—  '
loway, and Mac Conley.

‘ Motion made and seconded to adjourn and meet back at
one o’clock. | s

Reverend Delbert Davis - ‘was chosen to preach at 11:00
c’clock. Services opened by singing. Prayer by Reverend Carl
 Davis. Brother Davis read the 2nd chapter of Galat1ans as

-a Ser 1pture lesson text verse 20. N

SATURDAY AI‘TI}RNOO\T SESSION

n Saturday afternoon session was called to order by s1n0-~-

- 1ng The moderator read the first chapter of First J ohn as a

'-_Scrlpture lesson. Prayer by Reverend Noah Miller..
The Pleasant Flat letter was presented by B1 other Fred

o Lederer and Sister Allie Lederer

The Zion letter Was presented by Brother George Sellers'

- and Sister Sellers..

The Temperance' Comm1ttee reported |

“We, your Temperance Committee, submit the followmg re-
port. We recommend that the pastors, of all churches urge
- their members to support candidates whom they know ‘to
be dry for all offices, and whom they believe will enforce the
laws we now have and others that may be enacted against
drunkenness and the sale of beer or any other intoxicating
- drinks at any place, especially near tralnmg camps.,  Rever-
end Noah Miller, 'Wade Keirns, and Velma Walker |

The report Was recewed and the commlttee released
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Credentlals commlttee reports as follows |
“We find we have six ordained ministers whose names

| are as follows: Reverends W. C. Keylon, Delbert Davis, Carl
Davis, Noah Miller, Isaac Hunt, and Opie Hargrave. We

~ recommend them all. We find them all in good standing, |
- Committee: Brothers Fred Lederer Arch1e Holloway, and -
Mac Conley "o

‘The report was received and the comrrnttee released

| “We, the Sunday School Committee, report as folloWs |
- We realize the importance of Sunday School and that it is
in keepmg with Christ’s teaching. Also Solomon says (Pro—:
- verbs 2:6) ‘Train up a child in the way he should go and
~ when he is old he will not depart from it.” We recommend
that our ministers give more Sunday School lectures, urging
pa1ents to attend Sunday School more regularly. We, there-
fore recommend Sunday School work, urging parents to
“maintain Sunday Schools in every community and to take
- their children every Sunday to same. We also recommend

~ that each teacher and officer be Christian. We also urge
~ that the regular attendants at Sunday School visit and seek

to bring the non-attendants in the community. Statistics
show that a large per cent of crimes committed are by per-
sons wno were not raised in Sunday School. |
Committee: Sisters Evelyn Talbott Pat Hargraves,-‘,and
Brother Robert Barnett.” PR

- Report received and commlttee released

 “We, the Obituary Conimittee, find that the Lord has
.dealt graciously with ue, yet has taken away from us our

beloved brothers, Reverend R. W. Partee and Deacon F. M. |

" Hutson, and Sister Dora Fuller. Reverend Partee was one
‘of our ministers and a member of the Pleasant Flat Church.
Brother Hutson was a member of the Center Point Church
- and had been a deacon for many years. Sister Fuller- was a -
member of the State ILine Church. While we" regret very

- much the- loss of our beloved brethren and sister, the Lord
o knoweth best The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away
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- We assure the1r frlends the sympathy and prayers of the . -
‘Association. - Committee: Reverend W. C. Keylon Brothers

Mac Conley and Archie Holloway.”

- Report recelved and commlttee released :
“The therature Committee reports as follows: We find

~ that the world is supplied with all kinds of literature, there- =

fore the selection of wholesome literature is very 1mpor-‘

- tant, as most of our knowledge is acquired by reading. It is

necessary that what we read should be clean and wholesome.
We condemn the reading of such litenature as promotes the
growth of 1nf1de11ty and books teaching evolution and ‘those
~ peddled by men who are not interested in the welfare of outr -

" children. Such reading should be let alone as deadly poison.

'__Mlmsters should study to show 1ncons1sten01es of. suchl"
- work. The Bible 1s our best literature. | |
- Committee: Slster Marie Conley, Brothers Talmage Bas-x
sham and George Sellers.” |

The report was received and the comm1ttee released

The report of the quarterly meetmg was read and the
Ieport was received. - - |

~ “The Resolutions. Commlttee reports as follows

o No. 1. Resolved that the Assomatlon be represented at
the State Assoc1at10n by letter or delegate. : -

No. 2. Resolved that each Church mamtam a Sunda\

']'School

No. 3. Resolved that the mlmsters of the Assoc1at10n con-
- tinue to expose Darwinism, Russellism, or. any other doc-
trine contrary to the teaching, of the Bible, Warmng agalnst |
dangers of the teaching.

No. 4. Resolved that the clerk have 300 mmutes pr1nted

L “and distributed.

- No. 5. Resolved that the pastors in th1s Assomatlon ap-'_'-
- pomt committees as they deem necessary to see about mem- .
bers to ascertain the cause of their absence from church,
- 'impressing upon them the importance of negular attendance.
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No. 6. Resolved that each minister of the Association in
- making his report on the amount of money received for
‘ministerial labor shall designate what part of said money

~ was received from each church and from other places.

No. 7. Resolved that each Church be 1epresented in the .'

o 'Assoc1at1on by letter or delegate.

- No. 8. Resolved that we give a vote of thanks to our mod-
- erator and clerk for their faithful service during the session.
No. 9. Resolvcd that we extend our heartfelt thanks to
the good people of this community for their kmdness and
hosp1tal1ty during our stay with them | |

. No. 10. Resolved that the delegates from each Church b1 ing |
_ money to the Assoc1at1on to pay for havmg ‘the mmutes -
"~ printed. - S .

" No. 11. Resolved that the Association meet with the. Zlon' o

Church on Friday nwht before the th1rd Sunday in Septem-

" ber 1953.

- No.12. . Resolved in the last days there are many false -
___preachers teachers, and religious leaders 1mp0smg them-
selves on the people and in the churches and many times
" scattering the flock. Therefore, be it resolved that the min-
“isters and churches of this Association refuse to allow tran-

o sient preachers to fill the pulpits until they have proven

~ themselves to be sincere servants of God. |
No. 13. Resolved. that Reverend Noah Miller preach a doc-.-
~ trinal sermon on Saturday of the Association. R |

No. 14. Resolved that Reverend Opie Hargrave preach a

. memorial sermon on Sunday of the Association,

Reverend Noah Miller was elected as moderator and
May Bassham as clerk. | S

| Sunday morning divine service was conducted by Rev-
erend Noah Miller. | - . - |
 Resolved that we adJourn to meet on that date and
“place mentioned above. - o

- Reverend Delbert Daws Moderator
May Bassham, Clerk
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STATISTICS REPORT FOR 1952
&y .
S R |
o D - m B |
2. é[ M- = = B %
- s 9 7B & 5 < w
D E R & T & @ = +
an D g .8 K. Q2 = <o
0. = A ARA . = R & B Ay
Center Point. 2 1 108 8 J L.Davis = Carl Davis
Pleasant Grove 7 5 2 62 3 . Emma Hargrave  Carl Davis
Pleasant Flat 1 82 2 . Francis Partee @ Carl Davis
Zion B 4 35 4 Virgie Simpson - Carl Davis
State Line 6 2. 1.1 1. 96. 2 J.F. Bassham - Noah Miller

No Report From: Bay Creek, Mount Zion, Little Flock, Mapie Grove H111

| Top, eWHome | ValleyVle\ alnut Grove o |
- MINISTERS REPORT FOR 1952 L

-2
=
-0
—
=
—

| Baptized

Money' Received From __

| Miles Traveled
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Tota,l Money _Reeeivedr -'_

Carl Davis .
Delbert Davis
Noah Miller
Opie Hargrave
W. C. Keylon
Isaac Hunt
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2 500 45.00
2 1540 5145
2 4200 308.00
2000
50 50.00

7835 $522.48 $327 72 $850.20

45.00

1650  67.95

- 35.,00 343.96
" 50.00

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF MINISTERS

Reverend Carl Davis,
Reverend Delbert Dav1s
Reverend - W. C. Keylon,

Reverend Isaac Hunt,

Hocomo,

Elizabeth, Arkansas

La Mesa N. M.

- Wheeling, Ark.
| Reverend Noah Miller, West Plains,
Reverend Opie Hargrave,

| Mo.
Mt. Home, Ark.
- Missouri
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Constitution Of The Association

" ARTICLE 1— The Association shall be composed of or-
dained and licensed Ministers, Deacons and the Clerks of the -
different churches and Delegates who shall be members of the

~ Churches of the Association and shall have power, when quo-

rum is present to transact all business that comes before it.
ARTICLD 2— This Assoc1at1on shall meet annually on

,. Thursday nlght before the third Sunday in Septembe1

~ARTICLE 38— Each church shall be entitled to two dele-d

gates in the Assoc1at1on ‘the Association shall act as advisory,
but shall have no eccles1astlc authority over the Churches.

ARTICLE 4— The officers of the Association shall cons1st |

'olf a Moderator and ASS1stant Moderator, Clerk and Assistant
. Clerk, and Treasurer, who shall be members of the Assocm -
- tion, and shall be elected annually |

ARTICLE 5— It shall be the duty of the Moderator t)-

"pres1de over and lead the transactions of the meetings, o
appoint all committees, and see that order and decorum are .
-~ preserved by all the members it shall be the duty of the
~ Clerk to keep an impartial record of the business transacted -
during the session and to take charge of the Permanent Re-

cords of the Ass0c1at1on the officers of the Ass0c1at10n shail

- continue in office unt1l succeeded by a new electlon

ARTICLE 6— It shall be the duty of each church of this

| Association to send to each annual meetlng a letter by its
‘appointed messengers contammg a brief account of 1ts
.changes during the year and its present condltlon

ARTICLE 7—. Any church may be received 1nto this
~Association on apphcatmn for admission by its ‘appointed

messengers with a letter of correspondence, provided it is

‘sound in doctrme and orderly in practice, and in token of such'

- reception the Moderator shall extend the right hand of fel-
lowship to its delegates present |
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~ ARTICLE 8— This Association shall at each annual -meet-— |

- ~ ing appoint the time and place for the next annual meet1n0'
" and the brethren to preach the introductory.

ARTICLE 9— All busmess shall be done by the members.

"ARTICLE 10— The Association shall appoint an Ordair-

| - ing Council from year to year ; prowded that in the absence
of the Ordalnmg Council .any two Minister or one Ordained

 Minister and one Ordained Deacon may act as Ordaining

Council, and no person shall be ordained without first exam-

“ining him upon his m01al and e‘flclent character to teach or -

~"  preach the Gospel.

ARTICLE 11— This ' Constitution- may be altered 0'1
‘changed at any of the annual meetings of the Assoc1at10n |

o ARTICLE 12— The Association may expel any Church |
~ from its deliberations and W1thdraw its fellowship from the
_same for heresy or irregularity in practice. |

ARTICLE 13— The Churches composing this Assoc1at10n :
shall contribute to their Pastors sufficient to reward them
~ for -their expenses and time spent with them.

ARTICLE 14— This Association shall take care of old’

‘and worn-out Ministers and their wives or widows, the Asso-

ciation shall have a treasurer who shall pay out money re- -
- ceived to the order of the Assomatlon for the purpose con-
- tributed. | :

| ARTICLE 15— All Mlmsters shall make a ertten report
of all their labor during the yea1 o | -

| ARTICLE 16— Each pastor shall 1mpress upon each.
" church in his charge the need of taking sacrament and wash-
ing of feet at least once a year. | -

ARTICLE 17— The Assomatlon shall take sacrament and
wash feet with the church it meets Wlth Sunday mght after o
the Association each year. -

ARTICLE 18— No person shall be ordalned to preach the
gospel until they_ have been licensed at least one year and
‘then set apart by the church in which they hold membership.
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f

o Rulesf'Of Decorum,

SECTION 1—- Each session shall be opened and closed N
W1th prayer by the Moderator or any person he may des1gnate |

~ SECTION 2— Only one person shall speak at a t1me who
| shall arise and address the Moderator. | |

SECTION 3— All visiting brethren 1nv1ted to take seats_'
- with us may debate on all questions, but shall not vote on any.
| SECTION 4— No discussion shall be except on motlon and
second | -- |

SECTION 5— The person Speakmg shall adhere to the
subject in debate and in no wise cast personal reflectlons on
_any one who may have prewously spoken.

| SECTION 6—- The person speakmg shall not be 1nterrupt |
~ed by any one except the Moderator. Nor shall the Moderator

" -mterrupt h1m unless he breaks order

N SECTION 7— No person shall speak more than three
-ltlmes on the same subJect Wlthout leave of the Association.

SECTION 8— Members shall address each other by the
'appellatlon of “Brother” or “Brethren”. | |

‘SECTION 9— If any member objects to the d1scussmn
of a motion -made and seconded, the Moderator shall imme-
diately put the question: “Shall the question be dlscussed 7
If negative, the questlon shall not be dlscussed |

SECTION 10— WIotlon made and lost shall not be record-
ed on Mlnutes unless so ordered by a vote at the time.

SECTION 11-—- If any motion or propOS1tlon under dls-
“cussion contain two or more parts it shall, at the request of
any member, be divided and the vote on each part taken |
' separately. *-

N SECTION 12——No member shall laugh or Whlsper durlng | -
speakmg T | - | |
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SECTION 13— No member can absent hlmself from the -

- "Association without leave.

SECTION 14— ‘The names of all members shall be en--

rolled and called when necessary.

- SECTION 15— No member shall speak over ten mlnutes _

without leave of the Moderator

'SECTION 16— The mmntes shall be. read and corrected -

~ before final adjournment.

-SECTION 17— Any member who shall break any of these

rules shall be reproved by the Moderator accordmg to the
dlrectlon of the Association. |

Artlcles of Falth

1. | We beheve in one true and llVlIlO‘ God——the Father o
the Son, and the Holy ‘Ghost—and these three are equal in"
divine essence power and glory John 1:1; 1 John 5 7 1 001 |

8:6; John 10 30 |
2. We beheve that the Scr1ptures in. the Old and Nev.

' Testament are the words of God, and the only infallible rule

of faith and practice. 2 Tim. 4: 2 2 Tim. 3:16.

‘3. We believe that God created man and gave him .
holy commandments, , whereby he should live holy, but man

voluntarily disobeyed the commandments of God, transgressed

~.the law and fell under just condemnation of the same, where~
by all men are sinners, not by constraint, but by choice, being

~ partakers of the sinful nature attained by the fall. But we
see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for
the suffermg of death, crowned with glory and honor; then

He by the grace of God should taste death for every marn. Gen .

127 Gen. 2: 16-17; Gen. 3:6; John31617 Heb 2:9,
4. We believe that Chrlst by his death burial and

- resurrection purchased our pardon and offers it freely to all
men upon the condition of repentance toward God and faith -

in the Lord Jesus Christ. He now commands all men every-
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| Where to repent therefore look unto me and be ye saved all
~ the ends of the earth, forI am God, and beside me there iz
- none else Rom. 5 26-31; Matt. 4:17; Isaiah 45:22; Heb. 11 16.

5. We believe that all adult persons must be regener-

ated and born of the spirit of God if they inherit eternal life.

o Tohn 1:6-14; Titus 3:5; John 3:1-13; Rom. 8-9. R

6. We beheve that regeneration is an mstantaneous re-

| newal of the heart by the Holy Ghost whereby the penitent

sinner receives a new. life, becomes a child of God and is dis-

posed to serve Him.  As babies require constant food for bodily |
- development, the new born babe in Christ requirés constant .
- food that he may deveIOp by a gradual growth into full sta-
_ture of Christian manhood. John 3:5; Es. 36:26-27; Titus

3:3-5; Gal. 5:1-21; Eph. 2:10; Rom. 8-16; John 1 12 13-

1\latt 13:31; Mark 4: 26 1 Peter 2-8.

7. We believe that the doctrme of Sanctification of

. Holiness as taught in the Bible applies to the soul of inner .
~ man and to it alone and that the sanctification of the

body will n_ot take place until the resurrectron of the dead R
when this mortal shall put on immortality and this corrupt-

- able shall put on incorruption. 1 Cor 6:11; Rom._‘_ 7:’17-35; -
~ Phil. 3:21. 1 Cor. 35:54. -

8 We beheve that all Christians should pereevere in .

o grace “and be faithful to the end if they inherit eternal life,
- for blessed are they that do h1s commandments that they
have a r1ght to the tree of life and enter in through the gatesx o
- of the city. 1 Cor. 10:12- 13; Rev. 22:14; Rom - 11:20-21; '
. Heb. 10:26; John 15: 2.6, ~

9.- “We believe .in the Just1f1cat10n of mfants by the im-

puted r1ghteousness of J esus Chr1st in a passwe state thereby
. adoptmg them heirs of h1s kmgdom ‘Matt. 19: 13-14; 8:10.

- 10, We believe that the visible church of Chrlst is a o
a mnmr-matlon of falthful followers who have obtamed fellow- -

¢
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ship with each other and given themselves to the Lord and -
one another, having agreed to keep up good discipline accord--
ing to the rules of the Gospel. Matt. 18; 15-20.

- We believe that the church is the famlly of God
the redeemed in the aggregate of Adam’ S race from rlghteou 3
Abel to the restitution of all things of every nation, kindred, |
tongue and people. Matt, 17: 18; Acts 2 47 Heb 12 ‘)3 Eph :

"12223 Rom. 12:5; 10:17.

12 We believe that ' Jesus Christ is the great head of
" the church and the government is Wlth the body Eph. 5:23;
Col. 1:18-21; Matt. 18 17-18 | :

 18.°  We ‘believe that baptism by immersion is the
‘apostolic mode, ‘even the burial of a believer in ‘water, and
- that Chrlst who 18 our life, showed this humble example to
His ' children and bade them -walk therein. Matt. 3:15-1€;
- Matt. 23: 19-20; Mark 1:8; Acts 8:38; ‘Rom. 6:16.

o 14. - We believe that Baptlsm the Lord’ Supper and
the Washmcr of the Saint’s feet are ordinances of the Gospel .

~ of Jesus Christ, and are to be continued until his second
\ comlng Matt. 23:19: Luke 22:19-20; John 13:5.

~15. We believe that only those who have obtalned a o

- living hope in the Lord Jesus Christ have a right to baptism,
and those only who have besn called of God and have come

- under the Presbytery of the Elders have a right to admlnls-_-

ter the same. Titus 1 1- 16 Mark 16: 16 Matt 3 8-9 Acts o
10:47; T1m 4:16. R

;16. .The soul is irnmortal, hence does not die with thel
~ body, but immediately after death enters into a conscious
~ state. of happiness or misery accordmg to the Sp1r1tua1 char-

| acter here possessed Phil, 1:23; Luke 23:43; Rev 6:9.

o 17. We believe that there will be a general universal
. Judgment when all men shall be Judged according to the deeds

" done i in the body, whether good or bad, and that immediately
thereafter the wicked shall enter into everlastlng pumshment' S

{
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and the rlghteous into eternal happlness Eel. - 3: 17 11 9
Matt. 12:36137; 2 Thes. 1:8-9; " Rev. 6:12- 17 20 12 21:8;
 _1411 2 Cor. 5:10; Luke161923 -

18, We beheve that God in H1s goodness dlsplays pow-
o er of grace in a greater degree in calling and qualifying His

~ servants by the teaching of the Holy Ghost and by ‘the in-
structlons of His blessed words to go forth and proclalm

- life and salvation without price. He .bids us freely to come, |
and nothing prevents the salvation of any but their own

- stubborn rebellion and sinful refusal to come. Acts 9:15;

 Tim. 4:16; 1 Cor. 1:23; 1 Tim. 1:15-16.

l 19. : We believe in a divine call to the mlmstry, that

~ the minister should heed the admonition of Paul to Timothy .
~ to study the Scriptures,.that the church donate of their sub- .

stance as the Lord prospers them to the support of their

- pastors, and that ministers may have better opportunities to

‘store their minds with that spiritual food so necessary to:

Christian deveIOpment To thls end we recommend that each -

 church have a finance committee of three to consist of two

deacons and a clerk to collect and store such funds 2 T1rr'
2:12: 1 Cor 16: 1-2 : |

* Church Covenant

Havmg glven ourselves to God through Jesus Chrlst-
and adopted the foregomg articles as our confessmn of falth
~we now give ourselves to each other by the will of God annl |
agree to the followmg Church covenant | |

1. We solemnly covenant before God that We will strlve |
“ by His assisting grace to exemphfy our professmn by a

| _""correspondmg practlce We covenant and agree as members
of the church and as Christians, to watch over each other
in love for mutual ‘upbuilding in Gospel faith; endeavorms:rf

tn keen the unity of Spirit in the bonds of peace to be careful
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" of each others -'i‘e'putation, to confess our faults to one anoth-
er, to strengthen the feeble and kindly admonish the erring,
and to labor together for the upbuilding of the church and

the denomination, and the salvation of sinners. =

'2. ~ We promise that we will faithfully and constantly i
.malntaln secret and fannly plaver and rehglouslv 1nstruct
those under our care, | |

- We covenant and agree to use our 1nﬂuence to :
~ sustain the regular public worship of . God, contrlbutlng_
according to our ability and circumstances for the support
of the ministry and other expenses among us, that we
-~ will be benevolent to the needy, and espec1ally to the poor
of our. own church. B | -

4. ~ We also promlse that so far as we are able we
- will attend upon public worship. the: soclal meetings of
the church, and report ourselves regularly at the monthly
conference, and that we will walk in all o1d1nances of the
Lords house. *

5. We covenant and agree that we W111 abstaln from
all vain amusements and sinful conformity to the World,'
that we will not traffic in, use, nor furnish others, intox-

icating drinks as a beverage, and that we will sustain the

" benevolent enterprises of our denomination and church—
as missions, education, Sabbath Schools, moral reforms,

| _dnd all others whlch tend to the glory of God and welfare .
of man, | | -

And may the. God of peace sanctify us Wholly and pre-
serve us blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that we may join the glorified around the throne
of God, ascribing blessings and honor and glory and power

“to Him who s1tteth on the throne and unto the Lamb' |

forever. | S Amen
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