
MINUTES 
of the 

First Session of the 

Birmingham District Association 

of the 

UNITED FREE-WILL BAPTIST CHURCH 
OF CHRIST 

Held With 

Shiloh Church, near Gardendale, Ala. 

October 14th and I 5th, 1939. 

OFFICERS 

ELDER LEE H.\..\KS, .:\Jodcrator 

BRO'l'l IER PAUL CLICK, Assistant M<fderator 

BROTHER JOE CLICK. Jr., Clerk and Treasurer 

The next ses~ion of the Association will be held at Shady 
Grove F1·ee- \Viii Baptist Church near Adamsville, Ala .. begin­
ning- Thursday night before the third Sunday in October 1940. 
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'HlLOH F'REE-\YILL B.\PTIST CIICRCII 

Gardendale, Ala., October 1-l, 1939 

After a song by the choir the body "·a:; called to order hy Rev. Doug­
la::. Harris. 

).lorning devotional service was conducted by Eldc:r Lee Hanks. Scrip­
ture k•son ]JJrd Psalm, \\ hicll after a short talk \\as given all went to 
prayer. 

The dt:lcgatc:; from the following churches were called upon to state 
their reasons as to •vhy they desired to organize an \~~nciation in the 
Birmingham district: Sh::uly Gro,·e re~iJuuded h) Paul Click; ~I c. <Ldows 
Chapel rc~pouclcd by H.ufu:-. Franklin: Oak Gro\'C n 'ipondcd b~ l"dtrar 
Buckelew; Shiloh responded by Rev. Dougla-. Ilarri:..: l"nion Churdt rc­
-.pondul by Rc\·. :\oah Halley; ?lcas:wt Hill rc;o;ponded hy Thcrman 
Hnbiuson. 

The right hand of fellow--hip \Yas then tahn. .\iter '' hirh the Oak 
Gro\'e quartett rendered two special songs. The officers wen: then elected 
as follows: l·:lcler Lee Hanks. ).foderator: Bro. Paul Click. Assistant 
).J oderator; nro. J oc Click, ] r .. Clerk and Tn·asurcr. After the election 
of the offin r:-. a reading colllmittce was appointed and the church letters 
were called for. The letters were read and atlovtcd then the delega te-; 
were seated a.;; sta ted below. O~k Grove, Bro. Edgar Buckelew. Si~tcr 

Hettie J onel', Sister Flora Long; Union Church. Bro. RaZ7.ie Sander'-, 
Bro. Noah IInll<-y, Sister !della Holley; Sh:lnh. Tiro. Bill Farley, Bro. 
Douglas II arris. ilro. Frank Hays; Pll'asant Hill Bro. Thcrman Robin­
son, Bro. Lt c Brown: Shady Gro,·e, Bro. Paul Click, Sister Ella Story. 
Bro. Joe Click. Jr.; ~[cadom; Chapel. Drn. Rufus franklin, Bro. \\'ill 
).fin yard. 

The ).l odcrator then appointed the folio\\ ing commit•ces: Bu~iness 

Committee: Bro. Lawarence Hogan. Dro. Rufus Franklin. Bro. Ocie 
).forgan, Rev. Lee Hanks and Bro. Edgar Buckelew; Ordaining Council: 
Bro. Charlie Franklin, Bro. Lawrence Hogan, Bro. Ocie Morgan, Rc''· Lee 
Hank!:'. and Bro. Edgar Buckelew; Executive Committee: Bro. Lee Roy 
C:mith, Bro. Razzic Sanders, Bro. Edgar Dud.elcw. B1 o. Charlie Franklin. 
and Bro. Paul Click: Temperance Committee: Sic;;ter Hdtie Jones. Sister 
Flora Long, Sister Harding and Rev. Douglas Ilar ri:-.; Resolution Com­
mittee: Bro. E. T. Blizzard, Bro. Lawrence Hogan and Bro. Charlie Frank­
lin: Deceased Committee: B ro. Lee Roy Smith, Bro. Lee Bro\\'n and Bro. 
Thcnnan H.oLinson . 

. \ftcr tht• apt>ointing of the committees the clev('ll o'clock message 
''<IS rendered hy Rev. Hence Davenport and Rev. Morgan \\ hich was well 
delinred and \\'as enjoyed by all. After which the body adjourned until 
one thirty o'clock for refreshments. 



PROCEEDINGS 

.<\fter singing by the choir the body was 
era tor. P rayer by Rev. Harry L. Mitchell. 
for the reports of the committees which was 

STANDING OF THE MINISTRY: 

called to order by the ~.rod­
The Moderator then ca lled 

as follows: 

This being the beginning of a new Association there was not a com­
mittee appointed on the Standing of the Ministry, although the churches 
req uested that a certificate of standing be granted to all ministers. Which 
was approved by the body. 

BUSINESS COMMITTEE : 

We, your Business Committee, have read all letters and found them 
in due form. W e r ecommend thi s body to grant R ev. Noah Holley license 
to preach the gospel for one year. We also recommend Bro. Razzie 
Sanders to be ordained as deacon. We also recommend Bro. Douglas 
Harris to be ordained to preach the gospel. \Ve also recommend Rev. 
Harry L. ~~ itchcll to be ordained to preach the gospel. 

RUFUS FRA N KLI N. Chairman. 

ORDAINING COUNCIL : 

\Ve, your Ordaining Co uncil, ha,·e examined by the request of the 
churches from which they came the fo llowing: Rev. Douglas Harris, R ev. 
Harry L . Mitchell, Rev. Noah Holley and Bro. Razzie Sanders. ~·e wish 
to state that we have found them worthy. 

CHARLIE FRA N KLIN. Chairman. 

TEMPE RANCE : 

\Ve, your Tempe rance Committee. submit the following: The Bible 
says "Be yc temperate in all things ." T he greatest need of temperance 
today is in our speech. \iVe should be very temperate indeed, as well, 
that our life bring no reproach on the church and the cause of Christ. 

REV. DOUGLAS HARRIS. Chai rman. 

DECEASED MEMBERS: 

\Vc. you r Committee on D ecea--ed Mem bers, submit the following re­
port: S ince our las• session God in his wisdom has seen fit to call from 
our midst, Sister ~f oll ie Eaton. Sister Cleo Meeks and Sister Minnie 
Hewitt, members of Shady Grove Free-\Viii Baptist Church. It is sad 
to give up those we Jo,·e so rlearly but God's will must be done, and we 
how in humble submission. \Ve extend to the bereaved o ur heartfelt sym ­
pathy, commending- them to the tender mercies a nd loving kindness of God. 

LEE ROY SMITH. Chairman. 

RESOLUTION COMMITTEE: 

We, Your Resolution Committee, submit the following: Be it resolved 
that we tender to almighty God our thanks for his p resence in our midst 
during this session. Be it resolved that we do more in the future for the 
upbuilding of God's Kingdom than we have in the past. 

E. T. BLIZZARD, Chairman. 

The body then discussed the holding of the next Annual Association 
'':hich will be held at Shady Grove Free-Will Baptist Church near Adams­
ville. Ala. on Thursday night befo re the third Sunday in October 1940. 
the body acijourned until seven o'clock. 

PROCEEDINGS 

Dcvotitlnal "a:-. conducted b~ Re\·. Douglas Harri .... "ith all Chri~tians 
taking part. \\'h ich "a~ followed by preaching h} Rev. Harry L. ~I i~chdl. 
Scripture Les~on "as read from twent} -1 ourth and twcn ty-~ix th P-.:.dub. 
After which communion was held folio" cd by iect wa~hing. Thc body 
then adjourned until Thursday night before the th:rd Sunday in October 
1940. which will he held at Shady Grove Free-\\'ill Baptist Church. Aclams­
,.ille, .\Ia. 

RULES OF DECORUM 

1. .\fter an introductory sermon is preached the As"ociation shall 
be call ed together h.r the .Moderator who presided at the la!>t se:--sion. 1 n 
case of his absence the Assistant Moderator sha ll call the hod} togetht:r. 
The former Clerk also officiati ng until organized. 

2. The Association when as~embled shall be composed oi all the min­
i.:ters ami ordained <l<:acotb and delegates. chosen by the different dntn:he~ 
compri"ing the body. 

3. The officers of the :hsocia tion fin II consist t)i a ~I ocle:·a tor. . \ ...,_ 
-.is~ant ).f odcrator and a Clerk. to be chosen from the mcmbcrl> prt'!>Cllt. 

4. It !>hall bt• the duty of the ~Ioderator tu pre~idc un:r the body 
during the session at which he is elected . to ca ll th<. next "t'" :1:1 lt) nrckr 
and preside until reorganization is eifected by the election and in:-.lallation 
of his sucCl'SS(Ir. lt ~hall he h:s duty to ku:p order, cn:'ot cc the rule~ ni 
Decorum, dt~cidc all questions. discipline and in ca~c of a ti e vote to cal>t 
the deciding ballot. He nwy ~peak on any subject hut must call on the 
Assistant 1\.lotkrator to preside while he is speaking. 

5. It shal l be the duty of the clerk to Lecp a minute of the proc<.·ecl­
ings and to read the sa111c when called upon h~ the hody. Attc.l sha ll J're­
parc the minutes for publication. 

6. Each church is entitled to thr~e delegate~. 

7. A majori ty of the members shall rule it~ all C " !'>C~. except the ad­
mission of cln rchcs then the \' Ote mu~t be un:<ntmons. 

8. No mL·mbcr shall absent himself from the hou..,c "ithont k·ave 
from the ~lod<.rator. 

9. All business shall be brot:ght before the body hy motion and 
o;econd and bt disposed of by the same. 

10. ~o per:-;on shall be allowed to speak more than tv .. ice on the same 
'ubjcct. nor more than 10 m inutes each time without permis..,ion from the 
.\loderator. 

11. No brother sha ll be interrupted while speaking unlc·!"s he dc~arb 
from the subject under discussion or uses "ords of personal reflecttons. 

12. Only one person shal l be allowed to speak at a time, and he must 
ri~e and address the M oderator. 

13. T hat no business be voted on with less than two- th ' rd s of tlte 
body present. 

14-. This Decorum may be altered, amutded or abridged at any se:.­
sion of the Association by a majority of the number presen t. 



CHURCH COVENANT 

Having given oursrh·cs to God by faith in Chri::-t and adjoining the 
word of God ao; our rule and faith and practice, we now give ourseh·es 
to one another by the will of God in this solemn co\·cnant. 'Ve will not 
forget the assembling o f ourselveR together for church conference. 

v\· e agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof with meekness 
and watch over one another in love. endeavoring to keep the unity of the 
~pirit in the houds of peace. to strengthen the weak alHl admoniRh the 
ernng-. \\" e every one he tiel Christian principle sacred. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 

1. The Bible-The scripture of the Old and Xcw Tc-.taments were 
given by i11spiration of God and our infallible rule of faith and practice. 

2. God-There is one living and true God. renalecl in :\ature ac; 
the creator. pre~er\'er and righ teous go,·ernor of universe. and in the scrip­
tures as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, yet one God infinitely "ise and good. 
"hom all intelligt nt creatures are to supremely love. adore and obey. 

3. Christ- Christ is manifest in flesh; in His divine )J ature truly God. 
in His human ~ature truly man. The mediator between God and man; 
once crucified, He is risen and glorified and is an e\·er-pre~ent Savior and 
Lord. 

-t. The Holy 
tributes of God. 
oi men. 

Spirit-The scriptures assign to the Holy Spirit all at­
He is the Repro,·er. Comforter, Guide and Sanctifit'r 

5. The Government of God-God exercise~ a wise and benevolent 
providence over a ll beings and all things by maintaining the constitution 
and laws of Nature. He a lso performs special acts of grace. not otherwise 
provided for. as the highest welfare of man may require. 

o. The Sinfulncs., of ~fan-:\Ian was created innocent, but by dis­
obedience fell into a state of sin and condemnation. His posterity. there-
fore, inherits a fallen ::\aturc of such tendencies that all who come to the 
years of accountabil:ty sin and hecome guil~y before God. 

7. The Work of Christ-The Son of God by His incarnation. life. 
suffering. death and resurrection effected for all a redemption from sin 
that is full and free and is the ground for salvation by faith. 

8. The Terms of Salvation-The conditions of sah·ation are: Fir'H. 
repentance or sincere sorrow for sin and hearty renunciation of it. Sec­
ond. faith or the unreserved commital of one's self to Christ as Savior 
and Lord with purpose to love and obey Him in all things. In the exercise 
of savings faith, the soul, renewed by the Holy Spirit, freed from the 
dominion of sin, becomes a child of God. Third, con tinuance in faith and 
obedience until death. 

9. E lection-God determined from the beginning to save all who 
should comply with the conditions of salvation. Hence, by faith in Christ. 
men become His elect. 

10. Freedom of the 'Viii-The human will is free and self-controlled, 
having power to yield to the influence of the truth and the ~pirit and live, 
or to resi..,t them and perish. 

11. Sah at ion Free-God desires the salvation of all, the Gospel in­
vites all. the Holy Spirit strives with all, and whosoever will may come 
and take the water of life freely. 

12. Perseverance-All believers in Christ, ·who through grace perse­
' t're 111 holiness to the end of life, have the promise of eternal salvation. 

13. Gospel Ordinances-Baptism, or the immersion or believers in 
water, feet washing and the Lord's Supper are ordinances to. b_e perpet­
uated under the gospel of universal obligation, and to be admmtstcred to 

all trur believers. 

1-t. The Christian Sabbath-The divine la,,- requires that one day 
in tC\Til he set apart from secular employment and amusement, for rest, 
won-hip, holy ,, arks and activities, and for personal communion with God. 

13. R~.;::-.urrcction, Judgment and Final Retribution-The scriptures 
teach the re~urrection of all men at the last day. They that have done 
L!"Ood will come forth to the resurrection of life and the! that_ have done 
ill unto the re:-urrection of judgment; then the wicked w1ll go mto eternal 
puni .... hment. but the righteous into enternal life.-J ohn 5:29, revised ver-
. 'r "'- '( ::-Hilt: •• alt. _:~:-, 1. 

VALUATION OF CHURCH PROPERTY 

~I t.atlo\\ :- Chapel, Bloss burg, Ala .. ------- -·- -----

l'ninn Church. Empire, Ala., R. L ------ ···----

S IJ iloh Church, Ca rclendale. Ala. _____ ....... ____ ------· 

Oak Cron'. ~fineral Spring, Ala. -- -------- -------· 

$300.00 

300.00 

500.00 

275.00 

Shad} Grove. Adamsville, Ala., R. 2.... ---------- --· -- ·- ---·--·--- 700.00 

1'")1 H"ll J _\ Ia .. R. 1-Building not completed. · ea~ailt 1 • _ aspcr. -• 

Rc\'. Harry L. ~[itchell 

He,·. Doug,las Harris 

Re,-. Lee Hanks 

He\. \Yilliam Farley ... 

Rc,·. X oha Holley 

MINISTERS ROLL 

1720 8th A venue, North, Birmingham, Ala. 

·-- ·-··-·----------Route 7, Birmingham, Ala. 

.. __ .Adamsville, Ala. ______ ... ___ -------------

---····- ___________ Route 7, Birmingham, Ala. 

----------- ·--- Route 1, Empire, Ala. 



ChurcheS~ ----------------------1 Clerks and . \ ddrcsscs 

Meadows ChapeL ---------- \Vill Minyard 
Bloss burg. Ala. 

S hady Grove .... _______________ Mrs. Joe Click, Jr. ---··--·-------------­
Adamsville, Ala. 

Pleasant Hill 

Union .. _______ ·----~-

Shiloh- ... ·----------

Oak Grove: ______________ _ 

Thearston R obinson -----------·--····--·-­
]as per, Ala., R. 1 

!della H olley __ -··-------------­
Empire, Ala. 

C. L. Harris __________ _ 
Route 7, B, 258 
Birmingham, Ala. 

Flora Long..... ----------------­
Route 7, B. 343 
Birmingham, Ala. 

j.f· £ I ~ 
'"0 v ~ :, 
(.) QJ- z 
~ ..... ;> ;; .~ ·- ~ ·-·- -QJ.._. QJ ... c: 
o ...- oo. UJ 
0 4) 4) (II · -

Pas tors ~H ~~ A ----------------------1 
l 

Douglas H arris. _ ------- 0 0 0 0 0 65 

R ev. Harry L. Mitchell 0 0 0 0 3 67 

Rev. Lee Hanks. ·--·----·- 9 12 0 0 0 21 

R ev. Lee Hanks ... -·----- 16 4 0 0 0 19 

Rev. Douglas H arris __ 26 11 2 0 0 44 

Rev. J ohn Allen __ _ 4 0 0 0 0 11 
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