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I 1\tiNU''rEs = 

OF THE 

SECOND ANNUAL SESSION 

OF THE 

Birmingham District Association 
OF THE 

UNITED FREE WILL BAPTIST 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

HELD WITH 
Rhacl~· C11·ov<' Fl'N' Will Baptist Church, 11ear 
Adamsville, Alabam a, October 17 and 18, 1940. • 

OFFICERS 

l\Ioderator ...................................... Eld. Donglns Harris 
Assistant Moderator .......................... Eld. Lee IIanks 
Clerk and TrPnsnrrr ............................ Brittie IIanks 

The next settin~ of this Association will be held 
at Pleac:;ant Hill Frre \Viii Baptist Church, ,Jasper, 
Alabama, Route 1, beginning Thursda.f night before 
the thircl Rnncla~· in September, 1941. 

Free Will Bapt ir;t Gem Print. 211 Bond St.. Monett, Mo. 

• 

• 
• 
• 

~······················~~···········< 



HELD WITH 
Rhad.\· GroY(' Free "\VHl Ba11tist Chnl'eh, near 
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OFFICERS 

:\fodfra tot· ...................................... Eld. Dong Ia~ IIanis 
.Assistant Mod<>rator .......................... Elcl. f;ee Hanks 
C'let·k and Trrt~snret· ............................ Brittie Hanks 

TlH' Ht>~l s<>tting of tllis Associatio11 will lw lu,ld 
at Pkasant 11 ill Ft'('t> \Yill Baptist Chut·<·h, .JaslH'l', 

Alabama, Tioult' 1. beginning Thursday night brl'ore 
thr thir<l NutHlH.\' tn Reptemlwr, 1941. 

Free Will Baptis t Gem Print. 211 Bond St., Monett, Mo. 



f PROCE E DING S 

Proceeding·~ of thC' second annual session 
· Birming·lum\ Distt·iet A~so c: iation convened with 
Grove l'hun·h of' Adam:::;vi lle, Alabama. 

of the 
8haclv 

~ 

FRIDAY MORNING SESSION 
01)en ed by :::;ingiug '' Slandiug· on the PromiijeS' I 

a.nd "He I..~oves l\Ie. I' 
Prayer hy Elder Dotwla:::; Harris. 

- • 0 

Devotional \!Onducted by Elder Lee Hanks, reading 
Homans 12: l - l~. 

House called to order for business. 
Call for fellowship of confereuce. singing ·' lJeaning 

on the Evel'la"Sting Anus: ' 
Invited visiting brothers and s isters to seats with us. 
The body went into the election of officers. The 

following were elected: 

Moderato t· .................................... Eld. Donglas Harris 
Assistant Moderator ................ .......... Eld. Lee Hanks 
Clerk and 'freasurer ... ..... .................... Brittie Hanks 

Letters of the churche~ called for. 'rhe foll..owing re-
ported: Shady Grove, Adamsville. Ala.; Meado"v"s Chapel, 
BloRsburg, Ala.; 8hiloh. Birming·ham, Ala., R oute 7; 
Plea~;ant Hill , ,Jasper. Ala., R oute 1: Union, Bmpit·e. 
A I a . . Ro ut e 1. 

Reading Committee appointed as follows: Sisters Lnla 
R ite and Lela Mlll1)hy. 

The church letters wet e read. adopted. and the follow
in.; delegate:-. st>atcd: 

Mead ow s Chapel - ~i:::;ter Fannie Franklin. Si~ter {;ela 
l\lul'phy and Bro. \Yill .l\linyard. 

Pltasant Hill - Hister ~ucla Aaron. Sister Lula Hi t"<' 
and Bro. \Yilliam Soulh. 

Sha.dy Grov e ·- Brothers Ira ::\leek. H. G. Jl i.•ks and 
Hjsters \' era l'lidc and Effie Bntkhatwtt. 

Shiloh - ~ist e; s R hoda Sr.:it b, As lie Hogn n and H.o:.;ia 
Prestage. 

Union - - Hrothet·:-: Noah H olly and RctZ7.\' HandC'J's <111d . . 
Idella Holly. 

Modera tor ('XI ended a wel<:oliH:' to visiting- hl'oth<'t·s 
and sisters a . .- follows: ilro. and Sistet· A. ~1. Roberts 
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anu B1~o. and Sister L. W. 'Villiams from Liberty Asso· 
ciation. 

Devotional committee appointed as follows: Bro. 
Charlie Frauklin, Bro. Paul Click and Bro. \Villiarn South. 

Ses~i.on adjourned for eleven o 'clock message. 

FRIDAY ELEVEN O'CLOCK SERVICE 
Sermon by Eld. Douglas Harris, Scripture reading 

1 Cor. 1:1-11, which was enjoyed by all. 
Adjourned for lunch which was served 011 the ~hurch 

grounds. 

FRIDAY AFfERNOON SESSION 

Called in conference by Elder Dougla;s Harris. 
'cripture reading 1 'l'hes. 5 :15-25. 

Appointment of Committees 
Business - Bro. Charlie J:1'rankliu. Bro. Paul Click and 

Bro. \Villiam, :::>outb. 
Temper ance - Sister Fannie Franklin, :::;i ter Lela 

J\f,urphy and Sisters Sudie Aaron. 
Deceased Members - Sister Lula Rice, 8ister Aslie 

l1ogan and Bister Hosie Prestage. 
Standing of the Ministry - Bro. E. T. Blizzard, Bro. 

Charlie Franklin and Bro. Paul Click. 
Auditing Committee - Sister Lela Murphy, Sister 

Fannie Franklin and Sister Sudie Aaron. 
Ordaining Council - Elder. Douglas llarri -, Eld. Lee 

IIank:-, and Bro. E. T. Blizzard. 
\Yhile l he t: <numittees were out, the body dis ..!ussed 

Articles of Faith and Church Covenant. 

FHlDA Y NIGHT SERVICE 
De,·otional conducted by Eld. Douglas llarris; all 

Christians taking part. 
Preachiug service by Elder Lee Hank:, reauing Acts 

H :] -6, using fo1 text .. \Vho art thou Lord ·? '' ~c 

SATUlillA Y 1\IORNIKG SE~SIO~ 

.:\Ioderutor called the house to order. 
Eld. Lee HankR read P salms 133. 
( 'alled for reports Devot ional Committee 

'}>crance Committee responded. 
Ad.iotu·ncd for preaching. 

- ·l-

1 I ' 
~· . 
t I 

an <.L '1' e m-

SATURDAY ELEVEN O'CLOCK SERVICE 

Eld. Douglas Harris brought the message, reading 
1\'f atthew 5 :13-14 and Geneses 1 :1-4. 

l.Jtmch served on chur~h gr.ounds. 

SATURDAY A~·"I'J1~.H.NOON SESSION 

Choir singing led by Eld. Douglas Harris. 
House called to order for business. 
D evotional service conducted by Bro. A.. M. Roberts, 

reading :-.t. John 15:12-17; all christians taking part. 
Moderator, taking charge, called for the other com

mittee repor ts. 
B~, motion the house voted to send delegate · t o State 

Association. Eld. Douglas Harris. Eld. !.Jee Hank and 
Bro. Charlie Franklin were elected to represent the 
Birmingham Dist rict Asso~iation. 

After all commttees had reported, they were discharged. 
The house v·oted to meet with the Meadows Chapel 

church at Blossburg, Alabama, on Saturday night before 
the fifth Sunday in Decem,ber. 

Conferen ~e adjourned until 'I'hursday night before 
third Sunday in September, 1941. 

SATURDAY NIGHT SERVICE 

Song service conducted by Eld. Douglas Harris. 
Bro. L. \V. \Yilliams conducted the devotional servi ~ e, 

with a large number of Christians takin~ part. 
Preaching by Eld. Lee Hanks. which was followed 

by Communion and feet wa hin~ service; a large number 
taking part. 

COMMITTEE RE.PORTS 

TEMPERANCE -- We, your Committee on Temperance, sul)
mit the following: 

"Be ye temperate in all things." 

The greatest need of temperance today is in speech. Wf'. 
shou'd be very temperate in deed. as well. that our lifl' 
bring no reproach on the church, and the cause of Christ. 

Sister Fannie Franklin. Chairman. 
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BUSINESS - We, your Business Committee, wish to submit 
the following report: 

We find a request in Shady Grove church letter to examine 
Dro. H . G. Hicks and, if found worthy, ordain him for deacon. 

W e al ::>o Hnd a request from Pleasant Hill church that the 
next sitting of this body· be held at their church. 

We suggest that all deacons, of this Association , be granted 
ordination papers. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
C. R. Franklin, Chairman. 

DECEASED i\1&'1\1BERS - We, your Committee on Deceased 
Members, submit the following report: 

Since our last session, God in His wisdom has seen fit to 
<'all from our midst the following: 

Sister Edna Franklin and Bro. John Thomas McDonald. 
members of Meadows Chapel Free Will Baptist Church; and 
Sister Nolie Pentieze, member of Union Free Will Bapt ist 

Church . 
It is sad to give up those whom we love· so dearly, but God's 

will must be done. We extend the bereaved ones our "heart-felt'' 
sym,pathy, commending them to the tender mercies and loving 

kindness of God. 
Sister Lula Rice, Chairman. 

RESOLUTION - We, your R esolution Committee, wish to 
make the following report: 

1. We Resolve, That this body adopt the rule of seating the 
second highest candidate as Assistant Moderator, and the 
highest as Moderator. 

2. We Resolve, That this body live up to the rules of the 
Treatise in receiving ministers into our Association. 

Bro. E. T . Blizzard, Chairman. 

AUDITING - We, your Auditing Committee, wish to report 
that all papers a re in order. 

Sister Lela Murpny, Chairman . 

STANDING OF MINISTRY - We, your Committee on the 
.Ministry, wish to make the following report: 

·we recommend that Elder Douglas Hanis, Elder J obn Murry 
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and Elder Lee Hanks be granted a certificate of standing for 

one year. 
W e recommend that the following names be dropped from 

the ministerial roll: Elder Noah Holley, E lder William Farley 
and Elder Harry L. Micliel. 

• 
Also, we request this body to grant Elder J . W. Murray a 

certificate of license to preach the Gospel. 
Charlie Franklin, Chairman. 

ORDAINING COUNCIL - We, your ordaining Council, wish 

to make the following report: 
The candidate for ordaination being absent, we wish to 

defer the case until a later date. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Elder Lee Hanks, Chairman. 

MINISTERS ' REPORTS 

ELDER DOUGLAS HARRIS- No. of churches pastored, 2; 
No. of sermo:1s pr~ached, 103; No. baptized, none; No. of 
marriages, 1; No. of funerals conducted, 1; No. of revivals 
assisted in, 9; No. of miles trave~ed, 2,745 ; Amount of offering 
r eceived, $28.00; Expense of wot•k, $14.5'5. 

ELDER LEE HANKS - No. of churches pastor ed, 3; No. of 
sermons preached, 196; No. baptized, 14; No. of funerals con
ducted, 6; No. of revivals assisted in, 10; No. of marriages, 3; 
Amount of offering received, $201.24; Expense of ministerial 
work, $190.74; No. of miles traveled, 11,439. 

MINUTE FUND 

1\leadows Chapel .... . ............ .. .................... . 
Shady Grove ........................................... . 

Shiloh 
Union 

o o o o 0 0 o o I t t o o o o o o o o o o 0 0 o o o o o o 0 o o o 0 o o o o o 0 t o 0 o 0 0 o 
0 0 0 

• • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • 0 0 • 0 • • • • • • • • 0 • 0 • • • 

Pleasant I-Iill .......................................... . 

Total .. • • 0 • • • • • • 0 • 0 • • 0 • • • • • • • • • 0 0 • 0 0 • • • 0 • 0 • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • 
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CLERK'S REPORT 

RECEIPTS: 
Amount in t reasury at last Associa tion . . $22.52 
Given by Joe Click . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .59 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $23.11 

DISBURSEMENTS : 
Minutes Cost ....................... . . . .... $18.36 
Ordination Papers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00 . -Total Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20.3S 

Bala nce in Treasury .................................. $ 2.75 

LETTER TO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

To the . . . . . . . . . . . . . . session of the Birmingham District 
Association when convened with .. .... . ..... Free Will Baptist 
Church at . . ...................... .. .......... 19 ... . 

We send as df'legates our beloved brether n .... ......... . 
• • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • 0 • • • • .. • • .. • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 0 0 • 0 • 

whom we pr ay you to receive to sit with you in your Godly 
deliberations. 

State of religion ...... ; Members received this year ...... ; 
b3. ptized . . ...... ; ~ismissed ........ ; Deaths ...... ; Total 
membersh ip ........ ; Condition of prayer meeting ........ ; 
Cnndition of Sunday School ...... ; N umber of officers ...... ; 
Ave rage number of pupils ...... ; Number of teachers . ..... ; 
Paid pastor $ ...... ; Paid Evangelist $ ...... ; Bui1ding and 
repa irs $ ...... ; Inclosed for minutes$ ........ . 

Pastor 's name and address: ................... . ....... . 
• • 0 • • 0 • • • • • • 0 • 0 • • • • 0 • • • ... • • • • • • • .. .. • • .... 0 • 0 • • • • • • 0 • • • .. .. • • • 0 0 • • • • • 

Names and addresses of ministers .belonging to our church: 
.. • • • • • 0 • • • 0 0 • 0 • • • • • 0 • • • • • • 0 • • • 0 • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • 0 • • • • • 0 0 0 • • 

• • 0 • • • • 0 • • .. • 0 • 0 0 .. • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • 0 0 0 • 0 0 0 • • .. 

• • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • 0 0 • • 0 • 0 0 • 0 • • • • • • 0 • • • 0 .. • • • • 0 • • 0 0 0 • 0 0 • • • • • • • 0 • 0 • • • 

• • • • • 0 • • • • • • 0 0 0 0 • 0 • • • • 0 .. • • • 0 0 •• 0 • 0 • 0 • • • • • 0 • • • • 0 • 0 .. • • • • • • • • • • • .. 

r'one by order of .................... Church assembled 
in conference this ..... . ...... day of ...... . ........... 19 .. . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Moderator 

· · · · . · · . · · ...................... . ..... . ..... , Clerk 

Remarks: .................... . 
• • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. 

.. 0 • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • 0 • 0 • 0 • • 0 0 • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • 0 .. • • • • • • • • • 0 • 0 • • • 0 0 • • • • .. 

• • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • 0 • • 0 • • • • • • • .. • • • • .. • • • .. .. • .. • .. • • • • • .. • • 0 .. • .. 

- X-

--------------~---~-

Number Members ......... - ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
:Members Died . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : : ..-. : : 

• • • 0 

Members Dismissed .... .. . - ~-. ~ r-t ri -:-

M.embers Received by Baptism : I.Q C\1 : ~ 
'Members Received by Letter t : 

Pastor and Address 

Clerk and Address 

r 

CHURCH 

.... 
~- 0 o_ 

o,..... o,...C 

!:l ..::::: 
Pen 

---~--~-



CHURCH COVENANT 

Having given ourselves to God by fa ith in Chris t a!ld 
adjoining the word of God a s our rule and faith a nd practice, 
we now give ourselves to one another by the '~ ill of God in 
thi s solemn covenant. We will not forget the assembling of 
ourselves together for church conference. 

We ag r ee to accept Chris tia n admonition a nd reproof with 
meekness a nd watch over one another in love, endeavor ing to 
" keep the unity of the Spirit" in the bonds of pea ce, to 
s treng then the weak and admonish t he erreing. We, everyone, 
llold C'hris tia n p r inciples sa cred. 

FREE WILL BAPTIST ARTICLES OF FAITH 

1. THE BIBLE.- The Scriptu: es of the Old a nd New Testa
m en ts wer e gi ven by inspira tion of God, a nd are our infJ llible 
r uie of fa ith and practice. 

2 Timoth y 3: 16 

2. GO D.- Ther e is one liv:n g a nd true God, revealed i n na~UI·c 
as the Creator . Pre::.or VET, and Ri ghtaous Governor of the uni · 
verse, and in the Scriptures a s the Father , Son and H oly Ghost. 
yet as on e God, infinitely wise and good. whom a ll intelligen t 
creatures are suprem ely to love, adore a nd obey. 

1 Cor. 8: G; Matt. 28: 19. 

3. CHRIST.- 0 hris t is God m anifes t in the fl~ ~b; in H i::! 
d ivine nature tru ly God, in His lmman natu t'(> t r u .y ma n. The 
mediator b3tween God and man, once crucified . He i;; now ris£ n 
and g lorified and is our ever p resent Savior a nd Lor J. 

St. John 1 :1-12. 

4. T HE HOLY S PIRIT.- T he Scri pture~ asstgn to the Holy 
Spi r it a ll the attri butes of God. He is t he Heprover. Cor.t· 
forter, Guide and San ctifier of men. 

S t. .1 obn 16: 7-8; Acts 2: 4 ; Eph. 4 :46 

5. T HE GOVERN~IEKT CF GOD.- Cod exercises a w:se and 
benevolen t p rovidence o>er all beings and a ll t hings by main
taining t he cons ti tution ~ nd la ws of nature. He also performs 
special ac ts of grace. not otherwise provided fo r , as the highest 
wPifare of ma n requi res. 

Psalm 22.28: 97 : 2. 

6. THE SINFULNESS OF :\IAN.- Ma u was created i nnocen t 
bu t by disobedien ce fell into a s tate of s in and condemnat ion: 
His poc; terity, t herefor e. inherited a fall en na t u re of s uch 
tendencies tha t a ll who come to yea rs or a ccounta bility s in. 
and b~come g uil t y befo re God. 

Gen. 2: 17 ; 3: 19. 
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7. T H E \VORK OF CHRI ST .- The Son of God, by IJis incar
nation. life. sufferings, death and ressurreclion affected for a ll 
a redemption from s in that is fu l1 and free and is the ground 
of sa 1 vation by faith. 

1 J ohn 2·2. 

8. T ilE TERMS OF SALVATION.- T he conditions or salva
lion are: I. Repentance or s incere sorrow for sin and the hearty 
ren unciation of il. 2. Faith or the unreserve:l committal of 
one's self to Christ as Savior and Lord. with purpose to love 
and obey £lim in all things. In the exercise of saving l'aith 
Ute soul is 1 enewed !.>y the Holy Spi r it. freed from th<! dominion 
of sin and hec·omes a chil<i of God. :3. Continuance in faith and 
obedience until death. 

2 Cor. 7:10; Prov. 28: 13. 

9. ELECTIO~.- God determined from the beginning to saYe 
all w:10 should comnly with the conditions of salvation. HencE' 
by faith in Christ men become His elect. 

1 Tim. 2:4. 

10. FH.E.J<..;U0:\1 OF W I LL.- The human will i:; free and self 
controlled. Ita\ ing power to y ield to the influence of t be tru th 
and the Sptrit and live, or to resist them and perish. 

.Joshua 24:15. 

11. SALVATIO~ FREE.- God desires the salvation of all, 
the Gospe>l invites all. the H0ly Spirit strives with all, and 
whm;o~ver will may come and take oi' t he water of Liie freely .. 

Rev. 22: 17. 

12. PERSE\"ERANCE.-- All believers in Chri!:l. who through 
gracf>, per!;;evcre in ho liness to the end of life, have the promise 
of etenwl salvation. 

St. John 15:6; 2 Peter 2: 20 ·22. 

13. GOSPEL ORDIX.\.NCES- Rap/ism. or lhe immen.ion ot 
believers in water, and the Lorrl's Suz;per. are ordinances to 
bo pet petuated under the Gospel: Fret 1l"asllin(J. an 0rdinance 
tea<'hing humility. of uniYersal obligation. and to be admims
tered to all true helievet·s. 

:\lark 1G.l5; :! Cor. 4::1; St. J ohn 13:14. 

14. TilE CIIR I STIAX SABBATH. The d ivine Ia\\ reQuires 
that one dav in ~even he set apart from secular employiM.:nts and 
amusenwnt~. for res[, worship. holy works, and a,•tivilies, and 
for pel'~onal eommunion with Goti. 

Gen. 2:3; Exod. 20:8-11. 

15. R8St:RRECT ION. JUDG~IEl\T, AND FI~AL RETRI
BUTION.- The Sc rivtures teach the resurrection of a ll men 
at the last day. They that have done good wi ll C'ome forth to 
the H·surredion o[ life. and they that have done evil unto 
the re.~urrectton of dam11ation; then the wicked shall "go away 
into e!Nnal puni!'hment. but the righ1-eous into eternal life.' 

.John:):~!>; ~Tatt. 2:):46. 
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