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MINUTES 
OF THE 

BIRMINGHAM DISTRICT 
ASSOCIATION 

OF 

FREE WILL BAPTIST 
HELD WITH 

UNITY tCHURCH 
AT 

SYLACAUGA, ALABAMA 

OFFICERS 

Modemtor ................................ Rev. Ira L. Hanks, Rt. 15, Box 1142, Birmingham 8, Ala. 

Assistant Moderato·r ..................... _ .... Rev. E. B. Ledlow, 801 Pine St., Sylacauga, Ala. 

Clerk ................. - ....... Rev. Ray W. Ritch, 724 - 12th Avenue, West, Biruntingham 4, Ala. 

The next sitting of this association will be held with Meadows Chapel Church, 
Blossburg, Alabama, on Thursday night before the First Monday in September, 1956. 

ORDER OF CHURCH CONFERENCE 

1. Call for peace and feJJowship of the church. 

2. Opportunity for members. 

3. Invite visitors to seat with us. 

4. Reading of minutes of last conference. 

5. CaJJ for acknowledgments. 

6. Deacons report. 

7. Unfinished business. 

8. New business. 

9. Report from sick committee. 

10. Motion to adjourn. 



PROCEEDINGS 
THURSDAY NIGHT 

Proceedings of the 17th annual session of Birmingh:1m's District Association of 
Free Will Baptist when convened with Unity Church at Sylacauga, Alabama, Septem-

ber 1, 2, 3, 1955. 

Service began at 7:30 P. M., with singing of good songs. The church had de
votional with Sister Hemy leading. Many hristians testifying. 

Meeting adjourned. 

FRIDAY MORNING 

The association assembled at 9:15 singing songs 248 and 151 in Favorite Songs. 
Bro. Horn led in prayer with many taking part. A short welcome address by the 
pastor Bro. E. B. Ledlow. 

Moderator read for Scr ipture reaping 3rd Chapter of Zechariah. 

At this time the Mode:·ator called the house to order and ready for business. 

M oved and seconded to elect a clerk protiem to fill in until a regular clerk could 
be elected. Bro. E. B. Led.ow was elected. 

Letters from churches called for. 

Reading Commi ttce appointed .. ·--·············Sister End finger and Sister Yarbrough. 

1. District No. L _ ... ... Bro. Virgi l Capps, Sister Hogan and Sister Yarbrough. 

2. Riverview ___ ... Bro. and Sister Harvel Patterson and Sister Dessie Endfinger. 

3. Mt. Zion .... Sister Howell, Bro. Howell, Bro. Fate Gossett, Bro. C. M. Barber 
and Sister C. M. Barber. 

4. Meadows Chapel....Sister Ruby Gunter, Sister Edith Fields and Sister Burla 
Summerlin. 

5. Unity-Sister Tyler , Sister Brooks and Bro. Long. 

6. First Church Alton ... .Bro. Bud Isbell, Sister Louise Barnett, Sister Myrtle 
LeCroy and Sister W. A. Baily. 

7. Jefferson Park ... _ ... Sister Poe, Sister Maudie D odson and Sister Deely Davis. 

8. Shiloh ......... _.Sister Goodwin, Sister Fa:ley, Sister Layton and Bro. Edward 
Yarbrough. 

9. East Thomas .... Sister Key, Sister C. K. Evans, Sister Ann Holmes and Sister 
T . V. Evans. 

10. Liberty_ Bro. Jim Langford, Bro. Raymond Chapman, Sister Levonia Baker 
and Sister Mary Chapman. 

11. Pleasant Hili..._ ....... Bro. Belton Tidwell, Sister Estill and Sister Lullar Rice. 

12. Fairview ............ - .... - ...... Bro. Richard Torrance and Bro. William Hawton. 

-2-

13. Community .... Sister Mabell D awson, Sister Ruby Elmore and Sister Emma 

Pardue. 

The letters were read, moved and seconded to accept the letters as read and seat 

the delegates. 

NEW CHURCHEs-

Brecon .... Bro. C. C. Bates, SisterBruster and Bro. R. Champion. 

Move and second to accept church intO' the association and seat the delegates. 

The Church was given right hand of fellowship. 

Move and second to elect officers for this setting of the association. 

Bro. Ira Lee Hanks, Moderator. 

Bro. E. B. Ledlo,w, Ass't Moderator. 

Bro. R. W. Ritch, Clerk. 

Moved and second to an assistant clerk for the association. Sister Ruby Elmore 

was elected . 

.Appointing of committees. 

Devotional Committee ........ Bro. Yarbrough, Bro. Key, Bro. Terry, Bro. Williams 

and Bro. Henry. 

Business Committee ... ----··--Bro. Elmore, Chairman; Bro. Allen, Bro. Ford, Bro. 
Torrence and Bro. Endfinger. 

Devotional Committee reported that Bro. James Elmore was to bring the morning 

message. 

The body was dismissed for ten minutes by Bro. Ford. 

We assembled back with Bro. Ritch leading songs No. 179 and 140. Bro. Isbell 
led us in prayer. Bro. Elmore brought the morning message from Nehemiah 4th 
Chapter and the 6th verse. "Let us join the VIall together." The message was en

joyed by all. 

We were dismissed for lunch by Bro. Key. 

FRIDAY EVENING 

After a wonderful lunch which was enjoyed by all, we assembled back with Bro. 
Ledlow singing No. 14. Bro. Hanks read from the 23rd Psalms. We were led in 
prayer by Bro1 Fields. 

Ordaining Council_Bro. Isbell, Chairman; Bro. Morris, Bro. Burr-ell, Bro. Horn 
and Bro. Barker. 

· · · Deceased Committee._ .... -Sis. Endfioger, Sis. Dawson, Sis. Brooks, Sis. Key. and 

Sis. Dobson. 

Executive Committee .... Bro. Finch replaces Bro. Snelling. 

Auditing Committee ... - ... Bro. Patterson, Sis. Tyler, Bro. Fate Gossett, Bro. Kelly 
and Bro. Poe. 
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Temperance Committee ........ Sis. Bruster, Sis. Rice, Bw. Howell, Sis. Tidwell and 
Sis. Evans. 

Standing of Ministers ..... _Sis. Elmore, Sis. Pee, Sis. Fields, Sis. Patterson and Bro. 
Langford. 

B.-o. Hanks made his report concerning the camp ground fund for 1955. 

Brought forward from 1954 ............. -- ···············-·····················-$200.00 

D oris Hanks ........ ·-··············-································-·····················-- 60.00 
Bro. Snelling._ ................................. _ ...... ············--··-····--············· 10.00 
Lee Hanks .............................................. _ ...................................... 25.00 

Community Church ................................ -········-·························· 
Bro. Gunter ............. ·-·············-·············-········-·····-·········--····-····· 
East Thomas Church .......................... ·-·----·······-···········-·····-· 
Bro. LeCroy·······-········-·······-··········--···········--····-···············-······· 
Vernon Evans ............................... ···-······················-·······-····-······· 
Bro. Goodwin .. ·-········---······-··············-····················-·················· 
Shiloh Church ... - ----·····························-·················-·················· 
Sister Press lege ...... ........................ _···············--···········-········---··--· 
Bro. R. W. Williams ................................................................... -
Sister BurrelL .............. _ ................................................................ . 
Fairview Olurch ... _ ..................................................... ............... _ 

Bro. Layton .......... ---······································-·····················---······ 
Interest on money ..... ·-····-·················-···················-·············· ······ 

10.00 
25.00 
25.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
25.00 
10.00 
10.00 

5.00 
25.00 
25.00 

5.68 

490.68 
Offering from association ....................... ·-·····················--····-····· 20.00 

TOTAL ........................... ·-···-····························-········-S5 ll.OO 

Respectfully submitted by, 

LEE HANKS, Tr~surer 

At this time we bad a testimony service wit.h many taking part. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES: 

Business Committee's partial repo<Ct-move and second to accept report and dis
pose of same item by item. 

1. That Bro. James T. Baker be turned over to the o rdaining council and if 
found worthy be licensed to preach for one year. 

2. We recommend that Bro. Kelly be grantt>d a life time certificate. 

3. We recommend th.1t the association accept Bro. Arcie Brown's ordination 
papers. 

We had singing and testifying whi le the committees were out, wh ich was enjoyed 
by all. 

Ordaining Counci l partial report-move and second to accept report and dispose 
of same. 
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We your ordaining council have examined Bro. Baker and found him worthy to 
be licensed for one year. Bro. M. C. Isbell, Bro. Burrell, Bro. Horn, Bro. Barker and 
Bro. Morris. 

Business Committee's partial report-move and second to accept report and dis
pose of same item by item. 

1. We recommend that this body gran~ the clerk permission to order 24 treaties 
to have on hand at the association to sell at cost. 

2. We recommend1 that deacons be listed under the church to which they belong. 

3. We recommend that we carry our Ministers who have a certificate for life, 
be carried on an honor rol l. 

Auditing Committee's partial report-move and second to accept report and dis
pose of same. 

We your auditing committee would like to report we find the Secretary's and 
Treasurer's books neat and correct and commend him for his faithful service. Fate 
Gossett, Chairman; Harvel Patterson, T . ]. Kelly, John L. Poe and Sis. Tyler. 

We received an ora l report from Bro. Morris on the home missions. 

D eceased Committee report-We the Deceased Committee f ind two deaths re
ported and we extend great sympathy to the bereaved loved ones. But we know 
that our loss is Heaven's gain. 

East Thomas .... Sis. Mildred Ingram. 

Pleasant HilL.Sis. Clement. 

Temperance Committee's report-We your Temperance Committee believe in 
standing firm on the word of God, loving our neighbor as ourselves, being temperate in 
a ll things and keeping ourselves unspotted from the world. Signed-Sis. Thelma 
Brewster, Sis. Rice, Sis. Tidwell, Sis. C. K. Evans, and Bro. Horwell. 

Bro. Ledlow made a motion that we adjourn for the afternoon. We were dis
missed in prayer by Bw. Ledlow. 

FRIDAY NIGHT 

MINIS'DERS' CONFERENCE 

We met at 7:00 had some good songs. W e met at the altar and had a good 
altar of prayer. Bro. Allen was asked to take charge in the absence of Bro. Martin. 
Moved and second to elect Moderator. Bro. Ledlow and Bro. Ritch was nominated. 
Bro. Ledlow was elected. The minutes of the last conference was read and adopted. 
Bro. Elmore was elected as clerk. A song was sung to give the new ministers and 
deacons a chance to join the conference. The ministers were Bro. Horn, Bro. Finch, 
Bro. Ford and Bro. Fields. T he deacon was Bro. Key. Bro. Morris made a motion 
that the moderator appoint a committee to draw up rules for our ministers' conference 
and licensed ministers. Bro. Hanks, Bro. Allen, Bro. D rummonds, Bw . Finch and 
Bro. Ritch. Move and second to remove Bro. Cochran from the ministers' roll. Bro. 
Ledlow was g iven power to appoint two preachers to preach at the next conference. 
Bro. Finch was appointed to speak on the Holy Scriptures. Bro. Hanks is to speak 
on the "Being and Attributes of God." The messages were brought by Bro. Ledlow 
and Bro. Elmore andi was enjoyed by all. 

Dismissed by prayer. 

_,_ 
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MINISTERS ROLL 

Honor Roll 

Rev. }. F. Williams, Rt. 8, Box 640, Birmiogl'!am, Alabama. 

Rev. C. R. Allen, Rt. 4, Box 462, Birmingham, Alabama. 

Rev. T. J. Kelly, Rt. 1, Harpersvillt, Alabama. 

Rev. Ira L. Hanks, Rt. 15, Box 1142, Birmingham, Alabama. 

Rev. E. 0. Morris, Box 208, D esota Manor, Bynum, Alabama. 

Rev. Jessie E. Drummonds, 3327 - 9th Avenue, Oak Ri dge, Alaba,ma. 

Rev. Dee Hollis, Rt. 1, Pelt City, Alabama. 

Rev. Donnie Layton, Rt. 7, Box 585 H, Birmingham, Alabama 

Rev. M. C. Isbell , 2225 - 3rd Avenue, North, leeds, Alabama. 

Rev. Odra Davis, Rt. 11, Box 312, Birmingham 10, Alabama. 

Rev. Dewey Isbell, Box 235, Leeds, Alabama. 

Rev. W. A. Fields, Rt. 2, Box 468, Gardendale, Alabama. 

Rev. Abraham Samples. Rt. 5, Box 457, Birmingham, Al:lbama 

Rev. Ray W. Ritch, 724 · 12th Avenue, West, Birmingham 4, Alabama. 

Rev. J. A. Barrones, Rt. 5, Box 218 F, Anniston, Alabama. 

Rev. E. B. Ledlow, 804 '\X'es t, Pine Street, Syhcauga, Alabama. 

Rev. C. D. Burrell, Box 611, Oakman, Alabama. 

Rev. Dalton Ford, Rt. 1, Pell City, Alabama. 

Rev. James A. Elmore. 5100 - 13th Avenue, North, Birmingham, Alabama. 

Rev. L. H. Horn, 214 East, Battle Street, Tabdega, Alabama. 

Rev. Chester L. Finch, Rt. 1, Pell City, Alabama. 

Rev. Charles R. Simmons, Rt. 4, Box 456, Birmingham, Alabama. 

Fairview 

Bro. W. M. Hennegar 

Bro. Robert Williams 

Bro. Roy Simmons 

Bro. Alvin Hennegar 

Bro. Richard Torrance 

Bro. Robert Spurling 

Community 

Bro. leroy Pardue 

Bro. Curtis Trussell 

Brecon 

Bro. Bennie D avis 

Bro. Otis Blackwood 

Bro. Earnest Varderman 

DEACONS ROLL 

East Thomas 

Bro. C. K. Evans 
Bro. T. V. Evans 
Bro. Dillard Key 
Bro. F. S. Higdon 

Riverview 

Bro. Henry Eodfinger 

Mt. Zion 

Bro. Fate Gossett 
Bro. Grady Hollis 
Bro. Homer Howell 

Meadows Chapel 

BrO<. Irkle Gunter 
Bro. Alfred Dutton 
Bro. Charlie Franklin 

Unity 

Bro. James Brown 

Bro. Durward Garrett 

Bro. Walter Gentry 

Bro. Gaines Henry 

Bro. Freelan Scoggins 

Bro. John H . Williams 

Alton 

Bro. A. H. Barnett 

Bro. Claude 'E. LeCroy 

Jefferson Park 
Bro. John L. Poe 
Bro. Marvin Isbell 
Bro. Ellis Dodson 
Bro. B. J. Jarell 

Shilo 
Bro. Lawerence Hogan 
Bro. Albert Goodwin 
Bro. Luther Layton 
Bro. Rufus Franklin 

Liberty 
Bro. Virgel Foster 
Bro. Taylor Terry 

SA TIJRDA Y NIGHT 

We assembled at 9:15, singing songs led by Bro. Rrummonds. Bro. Ledlow led 
our morning prayer with many taking part. Bro. Ritch spoke for a few minutes using 
M att. 27:22 for scripture reading. 

Moderator then declared the body ready for business. Bro Hanks, Bro. Ledlow 
and Bro. D rummonds led the singing. 

Bro. Odra D avis was appointed to the ordaining council in place of Bro. Barker. 

Bro. LeCroy was placed on the standing of ministers in place of Bro. Langford. 

Bro. urtis Trussell, Bro. William Hawton and Sis. LeCroy was placed on the 

auditing committee. 

Bro. LeCroy and Sis. Gamel was placed on the standing of ministers. 

Bro. Ledlow led a few songs and directed the testimony service. 

Devotional committee partial report-Bro. Jessie Drummonds to bring the 11:00 

message. 

Bro. Davis di'Smissed us for a short recess. 

We assembled for the 11:00 message with Bro. Finch leading the singing. Bro. 
Drummonds brought a good message from John 3:1, "Ye must be born of the Spirit." 

Dismissed for lunch in prayer. 

SA TIJRDA Y EVENING 

We assembled at 1:00 with Bro. H anks leading the singing. Bro. Isbell led in 

prayer. 

Bro. Hanks made a short talk about the camp ground. We took an offering of 

$20.32 for the camp ground. 

Business committee report-move and second to accept report and dispose of 

same item by item. 

1. We recommend that Bro. Fields be turned over to the ordaining c<>uncil and 
if found worthy be ordained to preach the gospel. 

2. We recommend that Bro. D<>nnie layton's license be renewed for one year. 
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3327 - 9th Ave. I I Rev. Jessie D rummonds Oak Ridge, Ala. 1 72 1 1 $ 180.00 

Route 1 • - I I 
Rev. D ee Hollis Pell City, Ala. 20 1 1 1 

-
Route 7, Box 585H ~ 

Rev. D onnie Layton Birmingham, Ala. 50 20 

2225 - 3rd Ave .. No. r Rev. M . C. Isbell Leeds, Ala. 1 105 3 42 50 $ 90.00 

Route 11, Box 312 -
Rev. Odra D avis Birminghrum 10, Ala 1 1) 5 1 3 850 42 75 $ 35.00 $ 50.00 

-
Bo:x 235 [ Rev. D ewey Isbell Leeds, A la. 1 1 4 25 $ 200.00 $300.00 

Route 2, Box 468 I 

Rev. W. A. Fields Gardenda I e. Ala. I 25 1 1500 

Route 5, Box 457 -
• 

Rev. Abraham Samples Birmingham 6, Ala. 25 3 20 $100.00 

724 - 12th Ave., West 

I Rev. R. W. Ritch Birmingham, Ala. 1 95 I 3 6 
I 

175 $1,040.00 

Route 4, Box 462 I 
I Rev. c. R. Allen Birmingham, Ala. 65 J. 

Route 5, Box 21 F --
Rev. J. A. Barrones Anniston, Ala. 1 82 1 

r-
2 1 10 $ 640.00 

804 West Pine 
Rev. E. B. Ledlow Sylacauga, Ala. 1 128 2 1 2 400 $1,568.00 ... 

Box 611 I 
Rev. c. D . Burrell Oakman, Ala. 1 79 4 4 10 39 $ 806.03 

Route 1 
Rev. D alton Ford Pell City, Ala. 2 145 1 I 1 1 2500 15 $ 20.00 $ 50.00 

5100 - 13th Ave. 
Rev. James A. Elmore Birmingham, Ala 1 79 1 1 I $ 586.00 

t-
. 

214 East, Battle 
Rev. L. H . H orn T alladega, Ala. 1 135 1 4 2350 7 $ 75.00 - L 

Route 1 -
Rev. Chester L. Finch I Pell City, Ala. 47 1 

t- 2 1 2471 136 $ 125.00 $182.97 

Route 4, Box 456 
Rev. Charles R. Simmons Birmingham, Ala. 70 1 if- 3 4 50 $ 60.00 

-Route 15, Box 1142 
Rev. Ira L. H anks Birmingham, Ala. 1 77 4 ~f- 3 6 $ 221.20 

Box 208, D esota Manor 
Rev. E. 0. Morris Bymun, Ala. 40 1 l 1 1 2000 $ 26.00 $ 50.00 



3. We recommend that all deacons be given a certificate of standing as requested 
by their churches. 

4. We recommend that the body give the Moderator the power to appoint three 
men to investigate the conduct of Bro. J oseph Spradley, Pell City. 
Bro. Drummonds, Chairman; Bro. Morris and Bro. M. C. Isbell. 

5. We recommend that Bro. George W. Cochrans future unofficial ministerial 
work be revoked as he has no license and that our churches accept this action and be 
governed accorclingly, and that Sis. Gamel turn his license over to the clerk of the 
association 

6. We find that ]. W. Hollis has left the Free Will Baptist and has turned his 
ordaination papers over for this body to accept. 

7. We recommend that the body give the Moderator power to appoint a field 
evangelist, and give him power to ca ll any five ministers and deacons to assist him in 
organizing new churches. Bro. Ritch appointed. 

8. We recommend that item 16 of our rules of Decorum be changed to read, "We 
recommend that all preachers and churches coming from other associations or denomi
nations be examined by a committee before being received into the body." 

9. W e recommend that the body vote to go either to Liberty or Meadows Chapel 
at the next sitting. The next sitting will convene at Meadows Chapel. 

The business committee was dismissed. 

Bro. Chester O'Donald spoke for a few minutes concernang the home mtsstons 
for the state. 

We received a report from the Ladies Auxiliary with two churches reporting. 

FAIRVIEW 

Number of members ..................................... _.............................................................. lO 

Amount of money received ............................................. - ............................................. $864.94 

Amount spent. ................................... - ........................................................................... 854.78 

Balance in treasury ................................................. - .. ----·-·· .......... _ ............................. $ 10.16 

Gave to people in need ..................... ·-····---............................. _ . .................................. S738.25 

Spent for fruit baskets ........... ~ ................. ............... - .......... -.................................... 36.59 

Spent for flowers ....................... ·-····-·--·-------............................................................. 41.90 

Spen for miscellaneous ................................................ - ................... . _ ...... -.................. 38.04 

Tot a I ............................ - ........ - ............................................................... - ..... S854. 78 

Sick ca lls ................................................ - ......... -..................................... 674 . 
Hospital calls ............................... - .......... -............................................... 296 

Trays carried .............................. ." ................... - ........ _.............................. 26 

Personal flower pots ..................... _ ........... -.......................................... 11 

Fruit baskets carried .. - ...................................................... -.................. 39 

Personal charity ...................................................... _ .......................... _... $273.77 

SIS. MARGARET SHAW, Secretary and Treasurer 

-lo-

UNITY lL ··-··-····················--·······---$ 14 
Number on ro ---·----·--··-················-···········-····-··- ···-·············------..$ 26.65 
Brought forward-·-···········-·-·· ········-················--························· 5 32 63 

------------ . ········-----------------Taken in ............. ··-··················-·····-············-························· 

Total 
···--·---$559.28 

-------.-----------------------------······-~-----.--.------········----------------------------.--
........ .----------------------------spent ...... -······-·· ............ · · · · · · -------·· ·· ·· · · ·· ·--· ···· ····· ·-··· ··········· · · · · 

530.63 

B a Ian ce in tr casu ry ---· ................... · · · · · · ·· · · · · ··· ··· · ·· ·· ···· · · ···· ··· ··· · ··· ·· ·-· · · ·· ··· · · · ·· · · ······ ·-----.S 28.65 

Sick calls.--······························--·························································---- 807 

H os pi tal cal Is ....................................................... - .................................... . 

Given 001 flowers----··--····---·····---------·--··------------·----·--···----··------·······-·· 

Person a I f 1 ow ers ____ .............. -·---... · · · ·· ........ · · · · ······ .. ·-· · ... -· ·· · · · · ·········-·· · ----

Chart ty ....................... ···---·····-····· ..................... . --.... .. -- ................. --- ... - ............ ---
T ··--· ____ ................................................. ---······-----·-rays --·-----·····--····---··--····--·----------

SIS. COOBER, President 

334 

$ 6.75 

22 

96.35 

73 

SIS. EMMA BROWN, Secretary and Treasurer 

Ordaining Council report: 

We your ordaining council have examined Bro. Fields and found him worthy ~o 
be ordained to preach the gospel. Bro. Isbell, Chairman; Bro. Burrell, Bro. D avts, 

Bro. Morris and Bro. Horn. 

Move and second to turn Bro. Fields over to the ordain_ing ~ouncil to be ordained. 
We had a song and everyone shook hands. with Bro. and Sts. Ftelds. 

Standing of ministers report-We recommend that all ministe: ;vho gave _a repo~t 

b · t"f' t f tanding Move and second that the m1n1sters recetve theu e gtven a cer 1 tea e o s . 
certificates and the committee be dismissed. 

Auditing committee report-We would like to report that we find the boo·ks of 

our secretary and treasurer of the camp ground <orrect and neat and commend him for 

his faithful service. Committee dismissed. 

Bro. Patterson, Bro. Donnie Layton, Sis. Gamel and Sis. Isbell were appointed as 

delegates to the state association. 

D evotion committee report-Bro. Ford is to bring the night message. Move and 

second to receive report and dismiss the committee. 

Bro. Drummonds made a motion to adjourn until tonight. Dismissed in prayer. 

SATURDAY NIGHT 

The night service began with singing of good songs. 

age was brought by Bro. Ford which was enjoyec by all. 

Communion service was held with feet washi01g following. 

part. Dismissed in prayer. 
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Most everyone took 



RULES OF DECORUM 

1. After an introductory sermon is preached the association shalJ be called to
gether by the Moderator who presided at the last session. In case of his absence the 
assistant Moderator shall call the bod}' together, the former clerk also officiatin ~ntil 
organized. 

2. The association when assembled shall be composed of all the Ministers and 

Ordained D eacons, and D elegates chosen by the differene churches composing the 

body. 

3. The officers of the association sha ll consist of a Moderator, Assistant Mode

rator, and a Clerk to• be chosen from the members present. 

4. It shall be the duty of the Moderator to preside o·ver the body during the 

session at which he is elected, to ca ll the next session to order and preside until re

organization and the elections and installation of his successor. It sha ll be his duty to 

keep order, enforce the Rules of Decorum, decidt> all questions, discipline, and in case 

of a tie vote to cast the deciding ballot. He may speak on any subject but must ca II 

on the Assistant Moderator to preside while he is speaking. 

5. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep the minutes of the proceedings and 

to read the same when upon by the body, and shall prepare the minutes for publication. 

6. Each church is mtitled to three delegatt>s. 

A majority of the members shall rulf: in all cases 

8. No member shall absent himself from the house without leave from the 

Moderator. 

9. All business sha ll be brought before the body by a motion and second and 

shall be disposed of by vote of the body. 

10. No person shall be allO'Wed to speak rr.ore than twice on the same subject, 

nor more than ten minutes each time, without permission of the Moderator. 

11. No brother sha ll be intenupted while speaking unless he departs from the 

subject under discussion or uses words of persoc.al reflection. 

12. Only one person sha ll be allowed to speak at a time and he must arise and 

address the Moderator. 

13. That no business be voted on without (he whole delegation present. 

14. This decorum may be altered, amended or abridged if any session of the 

association by a majority of the members presenl 

15. The minister that receives the 

the next highest, Assistant Moderator. 

most votes shall be elected Moderator and 
' 

16. We recommend th 1t all preahcers and churches coming from other associa

tions or denominations be examined by a committee before being received into the 

body. 

17. We recommend that we correspond and ask correspondence with other associ

ations . 
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FREE WILL BAPTIST ARTICLES OF FAITH 

1. THE BIBLE-The Scriptures of the Old Testaments were given by inspira

tion of Go-d and our infallible rule of faith and practice. 

2. GOD-There is one living and true God, revealed in nature as the Creator, 
Preserver, and Righteous Governor of the universe, and the Scriptures as t}_te Fa_ther, 
Son and Holy Ghost, yet as one God, mfinitely wise and good Whom all mtelligent 
creatures are supremely to love, adore and obey. 1 Cor. 8:6; 28:19. 

3. CHRIST-Christ is God manifest in the flesh; in His divine nature truly 
God 10 His human nature truly man. The mediator between God and man, once 
crucified. He is now nsen and glorified and is our ever present Savior aod Lord. 

St. John 1:1-12. 

4. THE HOLY SPIRIT-The Scriptures assign to the Holy Spirit all the at
tributes of God. He is the Reprover, Comforter, Guide and Sanctifier of men. St. 

John 16:7-8; Acts 2:4; Eph. 4:14. 

5. THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD-God exercises a wise and benevolent pro
vidence over all beings and all things by maintaining the constitution and laws of 
nature. He also performs special acts of grace, not otherwise provided for, as the 

highest welfare of man requires. 

6. THE SINFULNESS OF MAN-Man was created innocent, but by disobedi
ence fell into a state of sin and coodemnatior.. He posterity, therefore, inherited a 
fallen nature CJf such tendencies that all who come to years of accountability sin, and 

become guilty before God. Geo. 2:17; 3:19. 

7. THE WORK OF CHRIST-The Son of God by His incarnation, life, suffer
ngs, death andJ resurrection affected for all a redemptio·n from sin that is full and free 

and is the ground of sa lvation by faith. 1 John /.:2. 

8. THE TERMS OF SALVATION-The conditions of salvation are: 1. Re
pentance of sincere sorrow for sin and the hearty renuciation of it. 2. Faith or the 
unreserved of one self to Christ as Savior and Lord with purpose to love and obey Him 
in all things. In the exercise of saving faith the soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit, 
freed from dominion of sin and becomes a child of God. 3. Continuance in faith 

and obedience until death. 2 Cor. 7: 10; Prov. 28:13. 

9. ELECTION-God determined from the beginning to save all who should 
comply with the conditions of salvation. Hence by faith in Christ men become His 

elect. 

10. FREEDOM OF WILL-The human -urill is free and self controlled having 
power to yeild to the influence of the truth and the Spirit and live, or to resist them 

and perish. Joshua 24:15. 

11. SALVATION FREE-God desires the sa lvation of all, the Gospel invites 
all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and whosoever will may come and take of the 

water of Life freely. 

12. PERSERVERANE-All believers in Christ, who through grace, persevere m 
holiness to end of life, have the promise of eterna l salvation. Rev. 22: 17; St. John 

15 :6; Jeter 2:20-22. 
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13. GOSPEL ORDINANCES-Baptism, or the immersion of believers in water 
and the Lord's Supper are ordinances to be perpet•Jated under the G ospel; Feet Wash
ing, an ordinance teaching humility, of universal obliga tion, and to be administe red 
to all true believers. St. J o'1 n 15:6; Peter 2·20; Mark 16: 15; or. 4:5, St. John 13:14. 

14. THE HRJSTIAN SABBATH- The Divine law requires that one day in 
seven be set apart from se\.u lar employment and amusement for rest, worship , holy 
works and activities, and for personal communication with God. G en. 2:3; Exodus 
20:8- 11. 

15. RESURRECTION JUDGMENT AND FINAL RETRIBUTION-The Scrip
tures teach the resurrection of aH men at the last day.They that have done good wi ll 
come forth to the resurrection of life and they that have done evil unto the resurrec
tion of damnation; then the wicked shall "go away into eternal punishment but the 
righteous into eternal life." John 5:9; M att. 25A6. 

CHURCH COVENANT 

Having given ourselves to G od, by fai th in Christ, and adopted the \Xford of G od 
as our rule of faith and p ractice, we now give ou:-.selves to one another by the wi ll of 
God in this solemn covenant. 

We promise by His grace to Jove and obey Him in a ll things, to avoid all app~r
ance of evil, to abstain from all sinfu l! amusements and unholy conformity to the world 
from. all sanction of the use and sale of i ntnxicatir.~:t beveraRes, and to "provide thinRs 
honest in the si~:th t of a ll men." 

We agree faithfully to discharge ou.:- obliga~ions in reference to the study of the 
scriptures, secret prayer, family devotions, and socilll worship; and by self-denia l, fai th 
and good worke endeavor to "grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ." 

We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together for church conferences; 
public worship and the observance of the ordinance of the Gospel, nor fail to pay ac· 

cording to our ability for the support of the church of its poor, and all its benevolent 
work. 

W e agree to accept hristian admonition and reproof with meekness, and to watch 

over one another in love, endeavoring to "keep the unity of the Spirit" in the bonds 

of peace to be careful of one another's happiness and reputation and seek to streng then 

the weak, encourage the afflicted, admonish the erring, and as far as we are able, pro
mote th success of the church and of the gospel. 

We will everywhere ho ld Christian principle sacred and Christian obligations and 

enterprise supreme; countin ~ it our chief business 1n life to extend the influence of 

Christ in society; constantl y p rayng and toiling th2t the kingdom of G od may come and 
His will be clone on earth :::s it is in heaven. 

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of educationa l and denominationa l 

enterprise, the support of Missions, the s uccess of Sunday School, and evangelistic ef· 

forts for the salvation of the world . And may the God of peace sanctify us whoJly, 
and preserve us blameless unto the coming of our Lord J esus Christ. 
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