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MINUTES 
OF THE 

BIRMINGHAM DISTRICT 
ASSOCIATION 

OF 

FREE WILL BAPTISTS 
HELD WITH 

LIBERTY CHURCH 
AT 

Lawley, Alabama 

OFFICERS 

:Yfoderator.. ............................ Re\'. C. L. Finch, 2128 +th A\·e. , N., Leeds, Ala. 
Assistant Moderator.. ........ R ev. A. R. Barker, 822 Princeton Avt', B'ham, Ala. 
Ckrk .................. ... ........... R ev. R. W. Ritch. 724 12th AH:'., W., B'ham, Ala. 
Assistant Clcrk ...................... Mrs. L. L. Gamel, 2203 7th St., W. , B'ham , Ala. 

The next sitting of this association will be held with the Belview 
Church, Leeds, Alabama. on Thursday night before the first Monday in 
September. 1958. 

ORDER OF CHURCH CONFERENCE 

1. Call for peace and fellowship of the church. 
2. Opportunity for members. 
3. Invite visitors to seat with us. 
4. Reading of the minutes of last conference. 
5. Call for acknowledgments. 
6. Deacons report. 
7. Unfinished business. 
8. New business. 
9. R eport from sick committee. 

10. Motion to adjourn. 



PROCEEDINGS 

THURSDAY NIGHT 

Proceedings of the l9th annual session of the Birmingham D istrict 
Association of Free Will Baptist when convened with Liberty Church at 
Lawley, Alabama, August 29, 30 and 31, 1957. 

Service began 'vith the singing of several good songs. Bro. Terry led 
evetyone in an alter prayer. Bro. Abney led the testimony service with 
many Christians taking part. Bro. R itch brought the message using 
.Judges 11:30 as his scripture reading. T he message was enjoyed by all. 
Sis. Dorothy Foster dismissed us in prayer. 

FRIDAY MORNING 

We convened at 9:00 in the morning with the singing of several good 
songs led by Bro. Abney. Bro. Ed. L edlow led in an alter of prayer. 
Bro. and Sis. Ledlow sang "Glad R eunion Day" and "Someone to Care". 
Bro. Finch led a cou ple of good songs. Bro. Abney led " I 'll Live On". 
We had another alter of prayer led by Bro. J im D rummonds. Bro. Abney 
took charge and welcomed everyone to the association. The body was 
declared ready for business. 
Reading Committee ...................................... .... .... Bro. Finch and Bro. Ledlow 
Churches reporting at this time: 

Riverview ............................................ Sis. Enderfinger and Sis. Patterson 
East Thomas ........................ Sis. Joyce Dill , Sis. C K Evans and 

Sis. Willie Ray H arris. 
Cornrnunity .............. .. Bro. Ace Northcutt, Sis. Cumi M orrell and 

Sis. Emma Pardue. 
Meadows ChapeL .............. Sis. Lillie Dutton, Sis. R uby Gunter and 

Sis. Mae Doss. 
Liberty .......................... Bro. I ra Barnett, Bro. Victor Foster and 

Bro. J im Langford. 
Mt. Zion ............ ............ Bro. H omer H owell, Bro. Gray and Sis. Barher. 
U nity .................... Bro. Charles Barnett, Bro. Preston Wyatt and 

Sis. Minnie Brooks. 
Alton ........................ Bro. and Sis. W. A. Bailey and Bro. A. H . Barnett . 

Move and second to accept the letters and scat the delegates. 
Move and second to accept the new church and seat the delegates. 
Belview .......... Bro. Wayne Spruiell, Bro. Amos Faulkner and Sis. C. L. Finch. 
Devotional Comrnittee .............................. Bro's. Foster, Williams and Pardue. 
Move and second to elect officers for this sitting of the association. 
Bro. C. L. Finch, Moderator. 
Bro. A. R . Barker, Assistant Moderator. 
Bro. R . W. R itch, C lerk. 
Sis. L. L . Gamel, Assistant C lerk. 
Appointing of Committees. 
Business Committee- Bro. Ledlow, Chairman; Bro. Fields, Bro. Charles 

Barnett, Bro. Falkner and Bro. Evans. 
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Ordaining Committee- Bra Abney, Chairman; Bro. J essie Drummonds 
Bro. Hanks, Bro. Allen and Bro. Stewart. ' 

Deceased Commiter- Sis. Barber, Sis. Dill and Sis. Duckett. 
Standing of Ministe~-s-Bro. Terry. Bro. Ira Barnett and Bro. A. H . Barnett. 
Temp_erance Co~mittec-Sis. Gamd, Bro. H owell and Sis. Pardue. 
Aud1tmg Committee- Sis. Evans, Bro. Langford and Sis. Bailey. 
Move ~nd secon? to replace Bro. Snelling on the Ext'cutive Committee. 
Execu~n-c Committee- Bro. Ritch, 1958; Bro. W. A. Fields, 1959; Bro. C. L. 

F_mch, 1960; Bro. J. A. Elmorr. 1961: and Bro. I. L. Hanks. 1962. 
De\·o~Ional Committee reported that Bro. E. B. Ledlo\\' was to bring the 
mornmg message. ' 
Mo\·e and second to accept thc- work of tlw Executi\T Committee and it 
be entered into the minutes. 
!he' Executin' Committee met O ct. 6. 1956. at East '"fhomas Church. Birm
mgham, Alabama. ~fm·cd to go to Talladega. Alabama, and imTstigate 
deeds ~f B~·cTon Free \\'.ill Baptist Church to sec if the Free \'\'ill Baptist 
D~no_mmatwn. c~uld retam the property, and report back to the Birmincrham 
DI~tnct_ As~~ctati~n at t~c ~C'xt scssio_n .. MmTd ~nd seconded to ap~oint 
th 1 ee t1 ustc es fOI the Btrmmgham Distnct Assoc1a tion. Bro. Finch. Bro. 
Hanks and Bro. Ledlow wnr appointed. 
\\'e had a shOt t recess at this time. 
\\'e ~om·encd back :"ith Bro. Finch leading the singing. Bro. Jim Drummonds 
led m a short testimony scn·ice with many Christians taking part. Bro. 
Ledl?w b~?ught a wondcrf ul message using Hebrews 7: 1-16 as his scripture 
IT~dmg. _ _ J he messagc- v.,·as enjoyed by all. Bro. Abney invited everyone to 
take pat t m the lunch hour. Bro J essie Drummonds dismissed us for lunch. 

FRIDAY AFTERN OON 

. After a wondcrf~l lunch which was enjoyed by all, we convened back 
wtth B~o. Abney lcadmg "We Are Passing Away". Bro. Jessie Drummonds 
lc? us m prayer. Bro. Finch read from I John 3:10-16. \Vhile the com
~Jttecs 'vcrc out. Bro. Abney sung a solo. Bro. J essie Drummonds led 

Hean·n H old All to Me". Bro. \Vaync Spruiell spoke for a fe,v minutes 
fron: the 37th Psalms. Sis. Ledlow gave a speciaL "Hide Mf' in H is Bossom". 
Partial report of the Business Committee. 
~vfove and second to accept report and dispose of same, item bv item. 

1. That the body adopt a rule for the assistant clerk to 'make a roll 
call of the delegates marking the ordained. This list to be giYcn to the 
moderator a~ s~on as letters are finished being read. This list to be used 
for the appmntmg of the committees. 

2. We reco~mrnd that item No. 3 in Rules of Decorum be amended 
t? read, The officers of the Association shall consist of a moderator as
sistant moderator, clerk and assistant clerk to be chosen from the mc~bers 
prrsent. 

. 3. We recomme~d that Belview Church be accepted into the Associa-
tion on the forth commg of a letter, then in full fellowship. 

_ ~-- We rec~mmen~ that R ev. Wayne Spruiell be turned over to the 
01 dammg co_unCJl and If found worthy, be ordained to preach the gospel. 
That Bro. J tm Drummonds be turned over to the ordaining council and 
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if found worthy, his papers be exchanged. T hat Bro. E . .J. Duck be ordained 
for a deacon, if found worthy. 

5. We recommend that this body grant Unity Church a letter in good 
standing. R ecommending them to the East Alabama Conferencc. 

6. Vve recommend that both Quarterly Meeting be combined into 
one quarterly meeting. 

We gave the Belview Church the right hand of Christian fellowship. 
Bro. Fields dismissed us for a short rccess. 

We convened back \vith Bro. R itch leading "The Gloryland Way". 
Bro. and Sis. Ledlo'"' sang a couple of specials. Rro. Ritch sang " Precious 
M emories". 

Move and second to accept report of the ordaining council and dispose 
of it item by item. 

1. VVc recommend that Bro . .J im Drummonds' ordination (Japcrs be 

exchanged. 
2. vVe recommend that Bro. ' Vayne Spruiell be ordained. 
3. We rccornmend that Bro. E. J. Duck be ordained as a deacon. 
We wcrc dismissed in prayer by Bro . .J im Drummonds. 

FRIDAY NIGHT 

Ministers and Deacons conference met at se,Tn P.M. with the opening 
song of "All Alone". Bro. Finch took as his scripture reading James 1: 12. 
Bro. H owell led in the alter prayer. Sis. Dorothy Foster was elected to 
serve as clerk in the absence of the former clerk. R c,·. V. B. Abncv ,,·as ' 
elected by the majority to senT as moderator and Bro . .Jessie Drummonds to 
be the assistant. 
Sis. Dorothv Foster was elected as clerk and 13ro. Ritch v.·as to SlTYE' a" 

' 
the assistant clerk. 
The minutes of the last conf ere nee were read and adopted as they were 
written in the last conference. 
A song was sung and an im·itation for membership to the ministers and 
deacons conference was gi\·en. Deacons "<'IT Bro. J. U. K eeton and Bro. 
R. T. Stewart. ~Iinistcrs were Bro. Jim Drummonds and Bro. \Vaym· 
Spruiell. By a proper mO\·e and second all four were , ·otrd in the conference. 
Move and second to amend Rule No. 3 '"'as defeated. 
~1o,·e and second to amend Rule ::'\o. 9 passed. The amendment reads 
Appointin~ of minister to bring the message an his subject. 
Bro. J im Drummonds was appointed to speak on ''Don't move the old land 
mark" at the next Association. ''Amazing Grace" was sung. Bro. and Sis. 
Ledlow sang a special. Bro. Fields and Bro. Ritch called for a song and :t 

collection of $56.00 was recein·d for the children's home. 
Bro. Fields and Bro. Spruiell brought two ~reat messages using the scriptures, 
I saiah, Genesis and M atthew. Their suhjccts were "Divine Government'' 
and "Prm·idrnce and Creation and Faith". VVe we1T dismissed in prayer. 

RULES OF THE CONFERENCE 

1. That this be known as the Ministers and D eacons Conference of the 
Birmingham District Association. 
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2. That all Ministers 
of recommendation from 
standing. 

coming from other assoc1atwns 
his association along with his 

bring a letter 
ce-rtificate of 

3. ~hat all minist~rs coming from other denominations be investigated 
before bemg accepted mto our conference. That they also preach for one 
year under the watchcare of the church. 

. _4. That a_ questionairc be drawn up for a ll Ministers and Deacons 
\nshmg to be licensed or ordained fill it out. 
. 5. That a~l M~nisters and Deacons coming to be licensed or ordained 

fdl out a quest1ona1rc before being accepted. 

OUTLINE FOR THE 1viODERATOR 

I. Singing of four or five good son~s. 
2. Prayer. 
3. :\Ioderator turns the meeting O\Tr to the ~finisters and Dc·acons 

conference. ._ 
+. R eading of the minutes of thl' last conference'. 
5. Invitation for new members. 
6. Election of officers. 
7. Old business. 
8. New business. 
9. Appointing of minister to bring the message and his subject. 

1 0. H earing the message. 
11. Lord's Supper and Feet "'ashing. 
12. Adjourn. · 

MINISTERS ROLL 

H ol':OR R oLL 

Rev . .J. F. Williams, Rt. 8, Box 640, Birmingham, Ala. 
Re,-. C. R. Allen. 1019 Cahaba, Birmin,gham. Alabama. 
Re,·. V. B. Abney. Pcll City, Alabama. 

Rev. I ra L. Han~s, Rt. 15! Box 1142
1 

Bi rmingham, Alabama. 
Rev. E. 0. Morns, Rt. 1: Talladega. Alabama. 
Re,-. Har:·d Patterson, Rt. 6, Talladega, Alabama. 
Rev. J esSH' E. _Drummonds, 3~27 9th Ave., No., Pel! City, Alabama. 
Rev. Dre ~ollrs, Rt. 1, Box 980 , Pell City, Alabama. ' 
Rc\·. Donme Layton, ~t. 7. Box 585H, Birmingham, Alabama. 
Re,-. M. C. Isbell. 222.J 3rd A,·r., No., Leeds. Alabama 
~ev. Odra Davis. Rt. 1 L Box 312. Birmingham I 0, Aiabama. 

ev. Dewey I sbell, Box 235, Leeds, Alabama. 
Rev. W. A. Fields, Rt. 2, Box 468, Gardendale. Alabama. 
Re\~. Abraham ~amples. Rt. 5, Box 457, Rim1ingham. Alabama. 
~e\ · R ay \V. R1tch, 724 12th A\·e., 'Vest, Rirrnin<Tham 4 Alabama 

ev. C. D. Burrell , Rox 611, Oakman, Alabama. b ' • 

~cv. J ames A. Elmore, 4304 1Oth Ave., No., Birmingham Alabama 
ev. Chester L. Finch, 2128 4th Ave. , No., Leeds. Aiaba~a. . 

-5-



R eY. L. D. H a llmark, R t. 2, Box 438, Gardend ale, Alahama. 
R eY. C. B. Snelling, 1616 Oxmoor R oad, Birmingham, Alabama. 

R e,·. J ames T. Baker, R t. I. Lawley, Alabama. 
R e,·. Arthur I3arkcr, 822 Prin<Tton An"., Birmingham, Alabama. 

R e,-. Lamar Smith, 808 Le-dbetter, Anniston, Alabama. 

R ev. J ames A. Thomas. Lccds. Alabama. 

Re,·. R aymond Alred, R t. l. J asper. Alabama. 
R e, ·. C. W . B aynes. 7208 1st An·., No., Birmingham, Alabama. 

R e,·. Genc Dawson, P . 0. Box 123, V inccnt, Alabama. 

R ev. A. L. Venable, R t. 2, Box 134, T russville, Ala bama. 

Rev. Wayne- Spruiel l, Rt. 2, Box 52, Leeds, Alabama. 
R ev. Carl L eon Prc-:-; Jcy. 710 !v[arshall St., Anniston. Alahama. 

R n·. R oscoc Gardnn. 

DEACONS ROLL 

Bro. C. E. Smith 
Bro . . \kin H enncga1 
Bro. R. \\' . \Villiams 
Bro Richard Torrance 

.fefftnon Park 

Bro . .J ohn L. Poe 
Bro. Ellis Dodson 

II i!!.h point 

Bro. C<·orgc Cline 

{' , ' ? 7' 11' 11 i I)' 

t;ro . .JuniCH Gibc;on 
·~m. (', .1 'i<> 'T r ussdl 
Drn. 1.1'10'. Pa tdtw 

' 

R1n n :('"t' 

n:o. H em y Endfin~c1 

h'('l/ 'J'Iwma~ 

l3ro. C. K. E\·ans 
Bro. T. V. Evans 
Bro. F. S. H ig-don 
Bro . .J. J). Shac kf ord 
Bro. I .. E. Layton 
Bro. D illard Kcv 

' 
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. \l l'ado<u ('hajJcl 

Bro. Alfred Dutton 
Bro. lrkle Gunter 
Bt·). l brlon l"'pton 

Lib£ rty 
Bro. Virgil Fo'itcr 
Bro. nuddy Tnry 
Bro. J. \N. Keeton 

,\1 t Zion 
Bro. Ilomer J-Jm, ell 
Bro. G t ad\ Hollis 

' 
Bro. \\'illic H a rri s 
nro. Fatl' Gmsc·tt 

.1/ton 
11 ro .. \. H. Ba1 n<'tt 

[ 'nity 

Rro. J)un\OC'd Ga11ctt 
Bro. \\'a ltn G<·ntr~ 
Rro. Gaines I Icnry 
Bro. J. H. \\'illiams 
nro. E . .J . Durk 

Brh·iczc 
Bm. Richard Stc·wart 
Bro. A. B. L tT 

Bro. Mardic; Minor 

SATURDAY MORNING 

\\'c convened at 9 with Bro. Ledlow leading " H old to God's Unchang
ing H and". Bro. Lamar Smith led an a lter p rayer. 
Jdfcrson Park, H ighpoint and Fain·ie\\' Churches reported at th is time. 
It was mo\'ed and seconded to accept the ktters and scat the delegates. 
Fain·iew Bro. Richard Tor rance, Sis. D orothy T orrance and Sis. Shirley 

Ilennegar. 
Jefferson Park- Sis. Nora I sbell, Sis. D olly D avis and Sis. Maudie D odson. 
Highpoint- Bro. and Sis. George Cline. 
The orda ining council took charge and laycd hands on Bro. Spruiell and 
Bro. 1 ) uck. 
Partial report of Business Committee. 
Mcl\T and second to accept report and dispose of it item by item. 

7. \tVc rccornrncncl that this bod': c't'<'t b\· norninatit n an assistant 
fidel E' angclist to assist the Field E,·a;1gelist. · 

8. \1\!c rccomnwnd that this body decide by , ·ote where the Quartnlv 
ll1<'<'ting shall meet. Voted to go to East Thomas. 

9. \ Ve recommend that each church in this Association pay $5.00 a 
month into the H ome :\1ission Treasury to be used to pa~ the expense of 
the field n ·angcli . t or his assistant when workin~ in new fiPlds. This to 
be added to tL<' aucun t now in tb· trcasun . 
\\'c had a ten minute recess. 
Bro. \\'aync Spruiell was elected as the assistant Field E,·angclist. 
Bro. Hanks brought a wonde-rful mcssa?;c using Psalms +6: I as his scripture 
reading. His text was Spiritual R i,·<>r. T hr mcssagC' wac; c•njoyed by a ll. 
Bro. Da,·ic; dismissed us in prayer. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

After a \vonderful lunch wh ich vvas enjoyed by al l we com·encd back 
with the singing of ''Bringing in th<> Sheaves". 
Report of Audit ing Committee-We. the auditing- committe<'. have ex
amined thc clerks books and found them in order. 
Report of Dn·otional Committee-We, the devotional rommitlel·. ha,·e 
chosen Bro. Barker to bring the messag~ tonight. 
Report of the Field E ,·angclist-1 have Yisited most of our churches this 
year and recein·d a warm welcome from e,·ervone. Some of our churches , 
sc1·m to be going forward in strength and harmony. Let us pray that a ll 
?four ch~rche~ \\'ill go forward in 1958. Let us pray for the Field E,·angcl
Ist a.nd h1s asc;Jstant that God will lead and d irect them as they go in t he 
commg year. I tra,·cled 3,673 miles and recein·d $50.50 in offerings. 
l..c·t us pray one for the other this year. 

Bro. \ V. A. Fields was elected as the Field £,·angclist for the coming 
year. Bro. Finch read from I Corinthians 3:6. M ove' and second for the 
moderator to appoint a H ome M ission Board. 
Home Mission Board Chairman R e,·. R ay vV. R itch, 724 12th Ave., W est, 
Birmingh am 4, Ala bama, Phone F A 4-9662; Bro. A. W . D utton, T reasure r, 
Rt. 3, Box 11 30/\ , Birmingham, Ala., Phone ST 6-3843; M rs. L. L. G amel, 
Secretary, 2203 7th St., Vv., Birmingham, Ala., Phone AL 1-6754. 
The· moderator appointed the fo llowing to reprrsrn t at the S tate Associa-
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Rev. 0. A. Davis R t . 11 , Box 312, Birmingham 10, Ala. 1 160 1 1 3 1 l J 92 190.00 250.00 
II 
I;' 

R ev. Lamar Smith 808 Ledbetter, Anniston, Ala. 1 150 <I 1 17 1 2 45 200 
i 

600.00 

R e,·. \ V. A. Fields Rt. 2, Box '168, Gardendale, Ala. 1 12~ 1 ... 
1 2 l 7 228.00 

R ev. R. Vv. R itch 724 12th Ave., \Vest, Birmingham 4, Ala. 1 &- ' I ~ 1 125 3,673 50.50 78.85 
I: 

-
Re\', Lee !Tanks Rt. 15. Box 1142. Birmingham, Ala. 1 8'1 I 9 3 1 2 10 590.20 

I 

go 1 Rev. A. R. Barker 822 Princeton Ave., Birmingham, Ala. 1 5 6 2 1 19 85 1,400.00 li 

Re\·. \Vaync Spruiell Rt. 2, Box 52, Leeds, Ala. 50 

' 
3 25 8,000 100.00 80.00 

R ev. Gene Dawson P. 0. Box 123. Vincent, Ala. l 2C8 l l 10 2 7 8 2,000 220.00 400.00 

~~ 
j, 

R e\' . .J. A. Elmore 4304 1Oth Ave., No. , Birmingham, Ala. 2 

I 
I 

R e>v. C. L. Finch 2128 4th Ave., No. , Leeds, Ala. 1 88 ' 3 2 2 3 4 300 550.00 727.97 
I, 

R ev. E. B. LedlO\"' 804 \\'. Pine St. , Sylacauga, Ala. 1 1 ·?"I 3 15 4 2 17 210 1,+20.00 t: 
J~ J 
-'" I 

R ev. C. D. Burrell Box 611, Oakman, Ala. 58 2 1 64 84.74 268.19 

R ev. C. R . Allen 1019 Cahaha, Birmingham, Ala. 3 1 1 
j.. 

R ev. J. T. Baker Route One, Lawley, Ala. ~ :_y. 50 1,500 168.75 

R ev. J. E. Drummonds 3327 9th Avr., N., Pell City, Ala. 1 jO 
(_ 2 ,__....... 

.. 1 3 3 R ev. C. Vv. H aynes 7208 1st Ave., N., Birmingham, Ala. )/ 1 35 5,000 185.00 250.00 j J 1 _...... 

R ev. J. A. Thomas Leeds, Ala. lq 2 150 200 4.00 30.00 
•' 

R ev. C. L. Pressley 71 0 M arshall St. , Anniston, Ala. ~- l 25 50.00 
_/ 

R ev. A. L. Venable Rt. 2, Box 134, Trussville, Ala. 
Q 
• 15 150 ] 5.00 

-"' 

R ev. Roscoe Gardner Birmingham, Ala. ? 1 50 375 36.00 100.00 
, 

.... 
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tion: Sis. Barber. Mt. Zion; Sis. Foster, Liberty; Bro. R. R . Smith, Fairview; 
Sis. Pardue Communi tv: Sis. Barker. E ast Thomas; Si . Dutton. l\1cadows 
Chapel; Br~. V ena ble, 'H ighpoint: Sis. Dodson, Jefferson Park , Sis. Bessie 
Drummonds. Ri,-en·iew; Beh-iew, Sis. Finch: Sis. A. H . Barnett, Alton: 
E. M. McDanieL Birmingham District Association. 
R eport on Camp Ground Fund: 

Balance o n hand ... ............ ........... ........... .. .. .......... . 
I nterest on tnonev ... ...... .. .. ......... ..... ..... .... ................. . , 
Gifts ...... ......... ... . ..... .. ......... -.. ---- -.. .. . -.. -- ---- .. ·-.. .. · · .. -- · · · 

$616.00 
30.00 

4.00 

Tota l ... .... ........... ...................... .... .... . ............ . $650.00 

tvl mT and sC'cond for the moderator to appoint a Camp Ground Committee. 
Re\'. Lamar Smith, Chairman; R ev. V\'ayne Spruiell , and Bro. C. K. Evans. 
Report of the TcmpE'rancc Committee: Vve, your temperance committer·, 
hclinT in abstaining from all appearance of e,·iL keeping ourselves un-
s~ottcd frorn the world and loYing our neighbors as our T ln·s.. . 
R eport of the lkceascd Committee-\~'<', the Deceased Comt~lttcc, fmd the 
following han· passed away during the past year. Commumty, Bro. T. J. 
Kcllv; East Thomas. Bro . .J. C. Swinney: Bckicw. Bro . .Jim Finch. Rro. Doug 
I sbelL Sis. Annie I sbell: L iberty. Sis. Gertrude Duncan. 
\\'e extend our g1 ('a test sympathy to the families of these belmTd ones. 
But we kno'' that our loss is Hcan~n's gain. 
\ Vc had a short recess at this time. 
\\'e romTnt.'d hark with the singing of "Standing on the Promis{·s of God". 
Bro. and Sis. Ledlow sung "I Know \\'ho H olds Tomorrov.-". 
\Vc ~a\T the Church and ~Community a rising vote of thankc; for their kind 
hospitality. 
R eport of the Sanding of Ministers Committee - We, your sta~ding ~f 
ministers romtuittcc, recommend that all ministers that turned m thetr 
work report he given their certificate of standing. 
Mon· and second to change the Feet washing sc·rvice frolll Sa tu rda y night 
to Friday night passed. 
Mon' and second to leave the next meeting of the Association up to the 
moderator and tlw clerk. Next meeting will be at Belview Church. Leeds, 
Alabama. 
~10\T and second to rekasc the Business Committee. 
Bro. and Sis. Ledlow sung " If I Can Just ~lake It In". 
Bro. Raker dismissed us in prayer. 

SATURDAY NIGHT 

\ Ve com cned at 7:00 with Bro. \Vaync Spruiell leading several good 
songs. Bro. Ritch led in an alter prayer. Bro. Baker led the testimony scn·ice 
with manv Christians taking part. Bro. Finch led "\\Then Our Lord Shall 
Come Ag~in". Bro. Barker brought a wonderful message using ''T he Soul 
of M an" as his text and using Mark 8:33 as his scripture reading. Bro. 
R itch too charge and spoke concerning the communion and feet washing, 
inviting everyone to take part. Bro. Fields took charge of the commun~on 
with many Christians taking part. Everyone en joyc·cl thr feet washmg 
sctYicc. Bro. Spruiell dismissed us in prayer. 
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RULES OF DECORUM 

l. After an introductory sermon is preached the association shall be 
ca lled together by the ~fodcr.:1tor who presided at the Ia t session. In case 
of his absence, the assistant ~1oderator shall call the bodv too-ether. the 
former clerk also officiating until organized. ' .., 

2. The association v:hen assembled shall be composed of all the Minis
t ers and Ordained Deacons, and Delegates present chosen by the different 
churches and quarterly meetings. 

3. The officers of the association shall consist of a l\1odcrator, As
sistant Moderator, Clerk, and Assistant Clerk, to be chosen from the 
nwm bcrs present. 

~k It shall be the duty of the Moderator to preside 0\'Cr the hodv 
d uring the session at which he is elected, to call the next session to •wde~· 
and to preside until reorganization and the elections and installation of his 
sue ressor. I t shall bC' his duty to keep order. enforce the Rules of Decorum. 
d <Tidc all q ucstions. discipline. and in case of a tic 'ole to cac;t the dec !:I i ng 
ba llot. He mav speak on anv subject but must call on the Assistant ~Iod
cra tor to preside while he is ' spcakin~. 

5. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to kct·p the minute~ of thc· pro
cu·dings and to read the same when call<'d upon by the body. and ;;hall 
pt cpare th<:' minutes for publication. 

6. Each chun h is entitled to three delegates. 

7. A majority of the mernhtTS shall rule in all cases. 

8. 1\o mc·mhn shall absent himself from the house without leave from 
the l\1odcJ a tor. 

9. J\11 busint'ss shall be brought before tl11· body by a motion and sec
ond and shall be disposed of by ,-ote of the body. 

10. No person shall be allowed to speak mo1 c than twice on the~ same 
subject, nor more than ten minutes each timt', without JXrmission of 
the :Moderator. 

11. No hrothcr shall be interrupted \\'hile speaking unle-;s he departs 
hom the subject under discussion or uses \YOrds of pcrc;onal reflection. 

. 12. Only one person shall he allowed to speak at a time and he must 
a11sc and add1 ess the ~1oderator. 

13. That no business be , ·oted on without the \\'hok ddcg1ation present. 

14-. This drco1 llln may he altered, amendc·d or ab1id~<'d at any session of 
the association h) a majority of the mnubcrs p1c"C·nt. ' 

15. The minister that rccci,·es the most \ 'Otes shall be e-lected :\Ioderator. 
and the next highest, Assistant Moderator. 

16. \V c recommend that all pr<"arhcrs and c h urrhcs co min~ from other 
associations or dcnorninations be examin<'d bv a rommi ttec before being 
recC'i\'cd into the body. ' L 

17. \·Vc rccornmcnd that '"-'<' correspond and ask em respondence with 
other associations. 
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FREE WILL BAPTIST ARTICLES OF FAITH 

1. THE BIBLE-The Scriptures of the O ld Testament \'\'CIT gi\'en by 
inspiration of God and our infallible rule of faith and practice. 

2. GOD There is one livinCY and true God, ren·alcd in nature as the 
Creator Pt-escnTr, and Righteou~ Governor of the uni\Trsc, and the Scrip
tures a; the Father, Son and H oly Ghost, yet as one God, infinitely wise 
and good \ Vhom all intelligent creatures arc supremely to 10\T, adore and 
obev. I Cor. 8:6; 28:19. 

' 
3. C H RIST- Christ is God manifest in the flesh: in His Divine na

ture truly God in H is human nature truly ~nan. The m~·.~iator be~ween 
God and man, once crucified. H e is now nscn and glonf1c-d and ts our 
e-ver present Savior and Lord. St. J ohn 1 : 1-12. 

~L THE TIOL Y SPIRIT -The Scriptures assign to the Holy Spirit 
all the attributes of God. He is the R eprO\Tr, Comforter, Guide and Sanc
tifin o( men. St. John 16:7-8: Acts 2:+; Eph. 4:14. 

5. THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD- God exercises a wise and be
nc,·olcnt prO\·idcnce over all beings and all things by. maintaining the 
constitution and laws of nature. H e also performs spcnal acts of grace, 
not otherwise- prO\·idcd for. as the highest welfare of man requires. 

6. THE SIXFCLNESS OF :\fAN- :\Ian was created innocent. but 
bv disobedience fell into a sta te of sin and condemnation. HC' posterity, 
tl~crdorc-, inherited a fallen nature of such tendencies that all who come to 
yc-a rs of accountabilty sin. and become guilty bd ore God. Gen. 2-17: 3: 19. 

7. T ilE \ YOR K OF CHRI ST - Thl' Son of Cod by H is incarnation, 
l~fc, suff_crings, dca th and r_csurrection aff ccted f~r all a 1:c?emption fr~m 
sm that 1s full and free and IS the ground of salvat1on by fatt.l. I John 2. 2. 

8. THE TERMS O F SALVATI ON- The conditions of salvation 
arc: ] . Repentance of sincere sorow for sin and t~<' hearty. rcnunci~tion 
of it. 2. Faith or the unresen-cd of one self to Chnsl as Sav1or and .Lord 
with purpose- to lo\'C' and obey Him in all things. I n the exer~· isc. of savi~g 
faith the soul is renewed by the H oly Spirit. freed from dommatwn of sm 
and becomes a child of God. 3. Continuance in faith and obedie-nce until 
death. 2 Cor. 7: 10; Pro\'. 28: 13. 

9. ELECTI ON God dt:'termincd from the be~inning to sa\'l' all who 
should comply with the conditions of sah-ation. Hence by faith in Christ 
men become His elect. 

10. FREEOO~f OF \\'ILL- The human will is free and self controlkd 
ha,·ing; power to yeild to the influence of the truth and the Spirit and li\'c. 
or to resist them and perish. Joshua 24: 15. 

11. SALVATION FR EE-God desires th<> salvation of all, the Gospel 
invites all, thr H oly Spirit stri\'es with al l. and whosoever will may come 
and take of the water of Life freely. 

12. PERSEVER ANCE- All believers in Christ, who through grace, 
persevere in holiness to end of life, have the p romise of eterna l salvation. 
R e\'. 22: 17; St. John 15:6; Peter 2: 20-22. 
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13. GOSPEL ORDINANCES-Baptism, or the im mersion of believers 
in water and the Lord's Supper arc ordinances to be perpetuated under the 
Gospel ; Feet Wash ing, an ordinance teaching h umility, of u niversal obliga
tion, and to be administered to all true belien'rs. St. John 15:6: Peter 2 :20: 
:Mark 16: 15; or 4:5, St. J oh n 13: 14. 

14. THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH - T he Divine law requires that one 
day in se,·en be set apart from secular employment and amust:'ment for rest, 
worship, holy works and acti\'ities, and for personal commu nication with 
God. Gen. 2: 3; Exodus 20 : 8-11. 

15. RESURRECTION J U DGMENT AN D FI NAL RET RIBUTI O N 
- The Scriptures teach the resu rrection of a ll men a t the last day. They 
that ha \'C done good will come for th to the resurrection of life and they 
that ha\'C' done evil unto the resurrection of damnation; then the wicked 
shall ''go away into eternal punishment but tht' righteous into C'ternal 
life." .Joh n 5:9; M att. 25:46. 

CHURCH COVENANT 

H a,·ing gi\'l·n oursehTs to God, by faith in Christ, and adopted th~ 
\Vord of God as our rule of faith and practice. we now gin· ourseh-es to one 
another bv the wi ll of God in this solemn cm-cnant. 

' 
\\'c promise by H is grace to Jon· and obey H im in all things, to a\·oid 

all appearance of e\·i l, to abstain from all sinful amusements and unholv 
conformity to the world from all sanction of the usc and "ale of intoxicating 
bc,·crages, and to "prO\·idc things honc>st in the sight on all men." 

\Ve agree faithfully to discharge ou r obligations in reference to the 
study of the scriptures, secret prayer, family dl'\'O tions, and social worship; 
and by self-denial, faith and good 'v\·ork endeavor to ''grow in grace and the 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior J esus Christ." 

We- will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together for church 
conferences; public worship and the observance of thc ordinance of the 
Gospel, n~r fail to pay according to our ability for the support of the 
church of 1ts poor, and all its bcnc\·olcnt work. 

\Vc agree to accl·pt Christian admonition and n·pr oof with meekne s. 
and to watch O\' tT one another in 10\·c. cndca\ oring to "keep the unity of 
the Spirit" in the bonds of peace to be careful of one another's happiness and 
reputation and seck to strengthen the weak. encourage the afflicted. ad
monish the crrin~, and as far as we are able. promote thl' success of the 
church and of the gospel. 

\Vc will C\('rywhcre hold Christian principle sacred and Christian 
obligations and enterprise supreme: counting it our chid business in life 
to extend ~he influence of Christ in society; constantly praying and toiling 
that the kmgdom of God mav rome and His will be done on earth as it 

' ' is in heaven. 
T o this end we agree to labor for the promotion of l'ducational and 

denominational enterprise, the support of M issions, the success of Sunday 
School, and evangelistic efforts for th<:' sah·ation of the world. And may the 
God of peace sanctify us wholly, and presenT us blameless unto the coming 
of our I .ord J csus Christ. 
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Mrs. L. D. D ill Rev. A. R. Barker I East Rt. 15, Box 1135 8?? p . 166.51 1,0-W.OO 110.00 2-1-5.87 5 I 3 19 35 8 14-8 11,000.00 __ nnct' ton 
Thomas Birmingham, Ala. Birmingham, Ala. 

Mrs. Alrne Smith Rev. Lamar Smi th 
Fairview Rt. 3, Box 4 13 Cl 808 L edbetter 18.50 1,100.20 50.00 3,169.0 l 17 ? ... 2 <15 102 3 102 72.63 

Anniston, Ala. Anniston, Ala. 
Mrs. Alma Duckett ~s.oo I Jefferson 415 S. 23rd St. Rev. Buddy Galbreath 165...19 98.72 8-1-9.56 2 6 30 2 22 850.00 

Park I rondale 10, Ala. Birmingham, Ala. 
Mrs. Nettie Cline Rev. Odra Davis 

Highpoint Route 2 Rt. 11, Box 312 20.00 669.7} 9 13 20 3 36 
Trussville, Ala. Birmingham, Ala. .. 
Mrs. Grace Thomas R ev. Jim D rummonds 

Community Rt. 1. Vincent. Ala. Pdl City, Ala. 240.00 57.75 7 I 2 7 55 3 56 1,350.00 
Mrs. Dessie Endfinger Rev. J . E. Drummonds 

Riverview Rt. 5 3327 9th A\' C. 140.00 2 25 3 15 
T alladega, Ala. PC'll City, Ala. 

Meadows Mrs. J anette Franklin Rev. Merle Cagle 
Chapel Blossburg, Ala. Gardendale. Ala. 29.50 228.85 70.00 120.85 1 1 7 35 5 44 33.33 4-,000.00 

Mrs. Dorothy Foster R ev. J ames Baker 

I I Liberty Lawley. Ala. Lawley. Ala. I 0.00 504-.77 198.71 860.00 1 ~0 2 71 -

I Mrs. Ethel Burdett R e,·. Clyde Willis ' 

Mt. Zion Pcll City, Ala. Pell Citv, Ala. 27.00 2-1-0.00 35.00 50.00 1 5 3 35 -1- 54- I 30.00 5.000.00 
Mrs. Louise Barnett Rev. Lee H anks ~ 22.31 Alton Box 306 Rt. 15, Box 11 42 29. 10 ·t75.00 96.00 332.4+ 3 9 1 7 1 
Alton. Ala. Birmingham. Ala. 
M rs. Frances K ieth Rev. C. L. Finch -:J Belview Leeds, Ala. 2128 +th A \ 'C., ~o. -1-25.00 5.00 200.00 15.00 3 + 50 5 

Leeds. Ala. 
Re,·. E. B. Ledlow 

Unity Mrs. Linda ~elson RO~ West Pine St. 100.69 1,+20.00 38.5.00 298. 11 15 1 8 I 7 94 1 105 50,000.00 
Sylacauga. A Ia. 
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