
BIRMINGHAM DISTRICT 

ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Twenty-Sixth Annual Session 

Held With 

Hanks Memorial 
Free Will Baptist Church 

• an 

Alton, Alabama 

September 11 and 12, 1964 



Moderator 

Assistant 

Clerk - -
Assistant 

MINUTES 
of the 

BIRMI NGHAM DISTRICT 
ASSOCIATI ON , I NC . 

Twenty-Six th Annual Session 

Held With 

Hanks Memorial Free Wi l l Baptist Church 

in 

Alton, Alabama 

September 11 and 12 , 1964 

- - - - - - - - - - Rev. Ira Lee Hanks 

Moderator - - - - - - - - - Bro. A. H. Barnett 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Mrs . A. H. Barnett 

Clerk - - - - - - - - - - - - - Mrs . L. L. Gamel 
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dows Chapel Free Will Baptist Church in Blossburg, Alabama on 
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ORDER OF CHURCH CONFERENCE 

Call for peace ana fellowship of the church. 
Opportunity for new members . 
Invite visitors to sit ~th us . 
Reading of minutes of last conference . 
Call for acknowledgements . 
Deacon ' s report . 
Unfinished business . 
New business . 
Reports from sick committee . 
Motion to adjourn . 



Proceedings 
The 
Inc., 
Will 
1964. 

annual session of the Birmingham District Association, 
of Free Will Baptist convened with Hanks Memorial Free 
Baptist Church in Alton, Alabama, September 11 ~nd 12, 

FRIDAY MORNING 

The session convened with song service conducted by Sister 
Opal Henderson and prayer led by Rev. T . E . Yarbrough. The 
moderator of this session , Rev. Ira Lee Hanks, read the one 
hundred thirty third Psalm and commented on same. His thought 
being, 110ur willingness to Work" . Especially did he emphasize 
our working in GOD'S vinyard in love, harmony, unity, and to 
labor together in sweet fellowship . The congregation gathered 
at the alter for prayer that this conference be conducted to 
please GOD . The prayer was led by Rev. s . R. Henderson . 

The reading committee appointed was Sister J . U. Keeton and 
Sister Verdie Aaron . The letters were read and the following 
churches reported. 

BONITA PARK 
Sister Jackson and Sister Williams . 

CEDAR GROVE 
Sister Jimmy Davis,Sister Evelyn Davis, 
and Brother Jimmy Davis . 

Sister Irene Cardwell 

COMMUNITY 
Sister May Bell Dawson, Sister Geneva 
Danford . 

Gibson, and Sister Dell 

HANKS MEMORIAL 
Brother Norman LeCroy, Brother W. A. Bailey, Brother C. E . Hen­
derson. ALTERNATES : Brother T . R. Winslett and Brother Bobby 
Winslett. 

HIGH POINT 
Sister Dorothy Overton, Sister Lexie Venable,Sister Jean Eason 
and Sister Betty Leathers. 

JEFFERSON PARK 
No delegate listed since this church came into the Birmingham 
Association at this session. 

LIBERTY 
Sister Arvil Langford, Sister J.U. Keeton, Sister James Elmore 

FRIDAY MORNING 

The moderator for this session appointed the following commit­
tees : 

DEVOTIONAL 

verdie Aaron 
Jeanette Franklin 
Turney 

Sister 
Sister 
Sister 
Sister May Bell Dawson 

BUSINESS 

Brother 
Brother 
Brother 
Brother 
Brother 

J . U. Keeton 
Norman LeCroy 
H.E . Ramey 
W. A. Bailey 
C. G. Hood 

TEMPERANCE 

Sister Nettie Hogan 
Sister Betty Gibson 
Sister Joan Hood 
Sister Arvil Langford 
Sister Overton 
Brother Virgil Foster 
DECEASED 

Sister J.U . Keeton 
Sister H. E . Ramey 
Sister Mildred Martin 
Sister Danford 
Brother Earl Watson 

DELEGATES TO STATE ASSOCIATION 

Brother & Sister Brown 
R~v. & Sister S.R. Henderson 
S1ster George Cline 
Sister A. H. Barnett 
Sister L.L . Gamel 
Brother & Sister c . E . LeCroy 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sister Verdie Aaron 
Sister Lizzie Miskelly 
Sister Opal Henderson 
S i ster Davis 
Sister Nettie Lou Cline 
Brother Al fred Dutton 

AUDITING 

Brother J . D. Shackleford 
Brother Junior Gibson 
Reverend O. A. Davis 

PLACEMENT 

Brother J . U. Keeton 
Brother Norman LeCroy 
Brother H.E. Ramey 
Brother W. A. Bailey 
Brother e . G. Wood 

ORDAINING COUNCIL 

Brother S . R. Henderson 
(one year) 

Brother H. E. Ramey 
(two years) 

Reverend O. A. Davis 
(three years) 

Brother J.D . Shackleford 
(four years) 

Reverend Harold Lotta 
(five years) 

and Brother Earl Watson . 
MEADOW'S CHAPEL The mOderator, having appointed the committees, requested pray-

Sister Lizzie Miskelly,Sister Ora Ramey and Sister Nettie Hogan.er for GOD'S leadership during this session of the Association . 
PLEASANT HILL He also gave a hearty welcome in behalf of the Associational 

Sister Mildred Martin, Sister Janice south and Sister Joan Hood.~dy to all visitors present and especially to Reverend E . B. 
. . . low, Alabama's newest missionary, who has begun a new work 

Mot1on made and carr1ed t~t the letters be ac7epted as read 1n Montgomery, Alabama . He has organized a Free Will Baptist 
and the delegates seated. Off1cers elected for th1s session are Ch~rch there, and we feel that he is to be commended in the 
as follows : fa1th which he is so aptly exercising. 
Reverend Ira Lee Hanks - MODERATOR 
Brother A.H. Barnett - ASSISTANT MODERATOR 
Mrs. A. H. Barnett -CLERK 
Mrs. L.L. Gamel - ASSISTANT CLERK 

~~.devotional committee appointed Reverend T . E . Yarbrough to 
ed be1ver the eleven o'clock message . A short recess was declar­

fore the preaching hour . 



The body reconvened with singing conducted by Bro . Alfred 
Dutton . Brother Yarbrough delivered a very inspiring message 
on 11 Going Somewhere 11 , taking his text from the first chapter 
of Joshua . At the conclusion of his message, a coridal invi­
tation was extended to everyone for lunch,by the host pastor 
Brother Henderson . The body was dismissed with prayer by 
Brother Ledlow, who also asked God's blessing on the food . 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON 

After lunch,the body reconvened , with song service conducted 
by Rev . Ledlow. Prayer was offered by Rev. Henderson , after 
which the assistant moderator had charge of the proceedings . 
He requested prayer that the body be led of the Holy Spirit 
in all of the associational duties of the afternoon . 

Rev. Ledlow spoke to the congregation following the lunch hour 
first reading a portion of the first chapter of Galations . He 
also spoke on the different phases of work in the State Asso­
ciation,and what we, as a denomination are doing, especially 
in the Mission field at home and abroad~ of the work he has 
been called to do as a Home Missionary~ He told the congre­
gation of how the new church {just organized) in Montgomery 
has and is progressing, and how the attendance is steadily 
growing . His one and greatest request to every one is that we 
will always pray for God's leadership in this great work in 
our Capitol City and that God will ever supply the need there. 
Everyone enjoyed his talk so very much, and surely we have a 
better understanding of what the Free Will Baptists are doing 
and what still remains to be done. The afternoon session was 
dismissed in prayer by Brother Keeton. 

FRIDAY NIGHT 
MINISTER 1 S AND DEACON 1 S CONFERENCE 

The session convened with song service conducted by Sister 
Opal Henderson, and prayer by Brother George Cline . The mod­
erator elected for this sitting of the conference was Rev . 
George Cline and the former clerk, Brother LeCroy was re­
tained . Opportunity was given for membership~Brother Williams 
joined and the right hand of fellowship was extended him as 
the congregation sang 11Stepping in the Light 11 . The minutes of 
the last conference were read and adopted as read. Call for 
old business: Brother Hanks requested, as of last year, that 
seperate rules , in harmony with tne Association Rules of 
Decorum, be worked out especially for this conference . New 
business : Motion made and passed upon that Rev. John Haisten 
be dropped from the Birmingham Association minister's roll. 
The borad of peers are as follows: Bro . Barnett going off at 

this session . 

Rev. J . E . Drummond - 1965 
Rev. O. A. Davis - 1966 
Rev. s . R . Henderson - 1967 
Rev. Harold Lotta - 1968 
Rev. A. L . Venable - 1969 

A motion was made and carried that the clerk of the assoc­
iation have the names of the peers and their date of expirat­
ion printed in the minutes of same . A motion was made and 
carried that no specific subject be assigned the minister 
selected to deliver the evening message, that he may be free 
to preach the Communion message as God leads . A motion was 
also made and passed that the devotional committee appoint 
the one to deliver said message . A motion was made that the 
Minister •s and Deacon•s Conference adjourn so that Rev . Hen­
d7r~on, .the one appointed, could deliver his message on San­
t~f~cat~on and Communion , also the practice of feet washing. 
He selected his scripture from different books of the Bible • 
namely, St . John, Corinthians and St . Luke. Many of the con~ 
greg~tion participated in the Communion and feet washing 
serv~ce at the conclusion of his message . 

MINISTER 1 S ROLL 

HONOR ROLL 

Rev. C. R. Allen - Birmingham, Alabama 
Rev. Ira Lee Hanks - 324 Lullabye Lane, Birmingham, Alabama 
Rev. J. F. Williams -Birmingham, Alabama 

- - - - - - - -
Rev. J . E . Drummond - Rt . 11, Birmingham, Alabama 
Rev. O. A. Davis - Rt . 11 Box 1173, Birmingham, Alabama 
Rev. A. L. Venable - Rt . 2 Box 134, Trussville , Alabama 
Rev. s. R. Henderson - 3000 Ashville Road, Leeds, Alabama 
Rev. Gene Dawson - P. 0 . Box 123, Vincent , Alabama 
Rev. Dalton Ford - Vincent Alabama 
Rev. Elvis Drummond - Rt . i, Jasper, Alabama 
Rev. G. ~ · Lotta - 2825 1st. Avenue South , Leeds, Alabama 
Rev. Arl~ne Dawson - Thorsby, Alabama 
Rev. J. A. Elmore - Rt. 1 Box 193B Jemison Alabama 
Rev. Curtis Williams ' ' 
Rev. James Thomas - Rt . 3, Pell City, Alabama 
::~: :arvell Patterson - Rt . 1 Box 126, Talladega, Alabama 
Rev. • A. Keeton - 105 Woodland Avenue Centreville Alabama 

George Cline - Rt 2 Box 132, Truss~ille, Alaba~ 
::~: ~eorge Davis - Gantts Quarry, Alabama 
R James Horn - 1100 Huffman Road, Birmingnam, Alabama 
ev. ohnny Wood - Rt 1, Harpersville , Alabama 



BONITA PARK 
Bro . w. P . Williams 

CEDAR GROVE 
Bro . Erman Cardwell 
Bro . Manning Davis 
Bro . A. J. Davis 

COMMUNITY 
Bro . Junior Gibson 
Bro . Leroy Pardue 

HIGH POINT 
None listed 

DEACON'S ROLL 

SATURDAY MORNING 

JEFFERSON PARK 
Bro. M. c . Brown 

LIBERTY 
Bro . J . u. Keeton 
Bro. Virgil Foster 
Bro. J . D. Shackleford 

MEAOOWS CHAPEL 
Bro. Alfred Dutton 
Bro . Irkle Gunter 
Bro . H. E . Ramey 

PLEASANT HILL 
Bro. Clyde Hood 

conference convened with song service conducted by Sister 
Turney after which the assistant moderator took charge of the 
proceedings. The congregation gathered at the Alter for spec­
ial prayers for the mother of Brother McDaniel, who is very 
ill, also for Rev. James E~ore who is very ill, also. The 
prayer was led by Rev . Frank Duskin. 

A letter from Jefferson Park Free Will Baptist Church, re­
questing membership into the Birmingham District Association, 
was read and given to the business committee to act upon~ 
namely if found worthy, be given membership . Rev . Henderson 
was selected to deliver the eleven o'clock message . Brother 
Dutton led the congregation in a song after which Brother 
Barnett, the Birmingham District Association trustee to the 
children's home, expressed his and the gratefulness of the 
home for what each church has done to the home during the 
last year . He also gave a verbal report on the last trustee 
meeting, and the different projects planned for the ensuing 
year . 

A partial report was given by the business committee, namely, 
that the Jefferson Park Church be accepted into full fellow­
ship of the Birmingham Association . The right hand of fellow­
ship was extended each member as the congregation sang 11 Lean­
ing on the Everlasting Arms '1 • After a short recess, the body 
reconvened with a song conducted by Brother Dutton, after 
which a ladie's quartet from the High Point Church sang two 
numbers . 

Brother Henderson delivered a wonderful message, his theme 
being "Looking Up". His scripture for the sermon was taken 
from the sixth chapter of Isaiah . The invitational song was 
"When Our Lord Shall Come Again" . At the noon hour, the 
closing prayer was led by Brother Lester Gann . 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

After the lunch hour, the body reconvened with the song 
vice conducted by Brother Alfred Dutton . A duet from the 
Point Church sang, also one of the ladies sang a solo . 
congregation was led in prayer by Brother Dutton . 

ser­
High 

The 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

All committee reports were accepted by proper move and second . 

DEVOTIONAL Rev. T . E . Yarbrough, Friday noon, Rev. S . R . 

TEMPERANCE 

AUDITING 

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 

DECEASED 

CAMP 
GROUND 

Henderson, Friday evening and Rev . Henderson, 
Saturday noon . 
We, the temperance committee, believe that you 
should not over indulge in anything, not only 
alcohol, but anything that is of the world . We 
believe in living a life that can glorify God . 
We, the auditing committee , have examined the 
books and found them in order and good shape . We 
want to commend the clerk and her assistant for 
good bookkeeping . 
We, the Sunday School committee , believe that 
each church should have Christian Sunday School 
teachers, and, if possible, they be members of 
the church . We recommend that each church use 
Free Will Baptist literature for their teaching . 
We recommend that each teacher encourage their 
class to invite others to attend Sunday School 
with them. 
We, the deceased committee regret to report 3 
deaths in our association during the year. They 
were Brother Clement Smith of Liberty Free Will 
Baptist Church, Brother Leonard Murphy of the 
Cedar Grove Church and Sister Linie Bailey of 
the Pleasant Hill Church . We extend our sympathy 
to the loved ones left behind . 
Brother Hanks gave a verbal report on the prog­
ress youth camp fund as follows : 
Brought forward from 1963 
Received in 1964 
Total on hand 

$522 . 57 
277 . 53 
800 . 10 



BUSINESS We , the business committee recommend that a ne w 
Ordaining Council be appointed at this session 
of the association , and that each year, one be 
replaced, according to the expiration date of 
the one to be replaced . 

We recommend that the association pay the amount 
of thirty dollars to help pay the e x penses of 
Brother and Sister Barnett to the National Asso­
ciation in Kansas City , Mo . this year , 1964 . 

We recommend that the business committee be 
given the authority to act as the placement com­
mittee for this year . 

We recommend that there be but one ruling for 
the Minister ' s and Deacon's Conference . A motion 
was made from the floor that the board of peers 
work out a set of rules for said conference to 
be added to the Rules of Decorum, for the pro­
tection of the board of peers . 

We recommend that the associa tion send twenty 
dollars and that each church send five dollars to 
the State Association to help defray expenses of 
same . 

We recommend that the association accept no min­
ister or deacon who cannot , or will not, conform 
to the qual ifications set forth in the Decorum 
or The Free Wi l l Baptist Treatise . 

We recommend that Rev . Davis go before the orda ­
ining council, and if found worthy, be ordained 
to preach the gospel . 

We recommend that Rev . Elvis Drummond go before 
the ordaining council , and if found worthy, be 
ordained to preach the gospel . 

We recommend that Rev. Johnny Wood serve as a 
licensed mi nister under the watch care of the 
church for one year, as the Treatise states . 

We recommend that two new trustees be elected to 
replace the two who have left the Birmingham Dis­
trict Association . The two elected are Brother c . 
E . LeCroy, Chairman and Rev . Harold Lotta . 

I n the absence of the o r daini ng council , for e xamination of 
the ministers to be o r dained, the thr ee groups of special 
singers who were present sang several specials . 

Rev . Frank Duskin gave a very inspirational devotional, giving 
t he congregation a chance to testify. There were many very in ­
spiring testimonies . 

The ordaining council report was accepted and the candidates , 
with their wives received the charge, which was given by Rev. 
O. A. Davis . He read as his tex t a portion of Timothy 7 stating 
the duties of a minister and his companion , after which the 
ordaining council laid hands upon each of them and had a 
special prayer for their guidance by the Holy Spirit . The 
right hand of fellowship was e x tended to each of them while 
the congregation sang "Leaning on the Everlasting Arms" . 

The motion for adjournment was made by Bro . Barnett, and the 
benediction was given by Rev. Elvis Drummond . 
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MRS. JEAN JUSTICE 
Rt. 2 Box 740 
Trussville, Alabama 

MRS. KATHLEEN DAVIS 
Rt. 1 
Wilsonville, Alabama 

-MRS. BETTY GIBSON 
P. O. Box 182 
Vinc ent, Alabama 

MRS. OPAL HENDERSON 
P.O. Box 344 
Alton, Alabama 

. 
.MRS. OTHELL TURNEY 
Rt. 2 
Trussville, Alabama 

. MRS. GEORGE CLINE 
Rt. 2 
Trussville, Alabama 

.MRS. DOROTHY FOSTER 
Centreville 
Alabama 

. MRS. JEANETTE FRANKLIN 
Blossburg 
Alabama 

. MRS. VERDIE AARON 
Rt. 1 Box 156 
Jasper, Alabama 
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REV. G.H. LOTTA 
2825 First Ave. So. 15.30 
Leeds, Alabama 

REV. GEORGE DAVIS 
Gantts Quarry 
Alabama 

REV. JOHNNIE WOOD 
Route 1 . 43.25 
HAR.PERSVILLE, ALA. 

REV. S.R. HENDERSON 
3000 AFhville Road 440.64 J 

Leeds,- Alabama 

REV. LESTER GANN 
Rt. 2 10.00 
TruEsville, Alabama 

REV. GEORGE CLINE 
Rt. 2 Box 132 
Trussville, Alabama 

REV. DALTON FORD 
Vincent 96.89 11 
Alabama ~ 
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REV. T.E • YARBROUGH 
Rt. 7 Box 345 95.03 
Birmingham, Alabama 
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· Jasper, Alabama 
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE CLERK 

RECEIVED 1963 - 1964 

BrougJ;t Forward • •••••••••••• · ••••.•••••.••••••• $ 
Assoc1ation Lette rs ••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••• 
Quarterly Meeting Letters ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Children•s Home •••••••.••••••.•••• ~ ••••••••.•• 
Sale of Treatise •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tota l Received ••••••••.•••.••••.•••••••••••••• $ 

PAID OUT 1963 - 1~64 

Clerk ·"·$ ...................... It .................. .. 

Assistant Clerk •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 
Children •.s Home ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
State Association ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
N & R Printing Co •••••• ~•••••••••••••••••••••• 
Forms & Treaties ••••••••.••••••••.•••••••••••• 
Bank Charges ••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 
Total Paid Out •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $ 

260.00 
104.60 
184.00 . 

25.00 
7.00 

580.60 

65.00 
30.00 
25.00 
20.00 
93.60 
12.55 

5.88 
252.03 

TOTAL RECEIVED 
TOTAL PAID OUT 
BALANCE ON HAND 

$ 580.60 
252.03 
328.57 

LOCATIONS OF QUARTERLY MEETINGS FOR ENSUING YEAR 

DEC. 5, 1964 •• Pleasant Hill, Jasper, Ala. Rt. 1 (Sipsy) 
MARCH 6, 1965 •• NOT ASSIGNED AS OF PRINTING DATE 
JUNE 5, 196 5 •• Ceda r Grove, Wils onville, Alabama 
SEPT. 10-11, 1965 •• Meadow1 s Chapel, Blossburg, Alabama 

RULES OF DECORUM 

1. After an introductory sermon is preached the Association shall be 
called together by the moderator who presided at the last session. · In 
case of his absence, the Assistant Moderator shall call the body together, 
the former clerk also officiating until organized. 

2. The Association when assembled shall be romposed of all the 
Ministers and Ordained Deacons, and Delegates present chosen by the 
different churches and quarterly meetings. 

3. The Officers of the Association shall consist of a Moderator, 
Assistant Moderator, Clerk and Assistant Cletk to be chosen from the 
members present. 

4. It shall be the duty of the moderator to preside over the body 
during the session at which he is elected, to call the next session to 
order and to preside until reorganized and the elections and installation 
of his successor. It shall be his duty to keep order, . enforce the Rules 
of Decorum, decide all questions, discipline, and in case of a tie vote 
to cast the deciding ballot He may speak on any subject but must call 
on the Assistar.t Moderator to preside while he is speaking. 

5. It .shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep the minutes of the p~ 
ceeding and to read same when called upon by the body. The clerk shall 
prepare the minutes for publication. 

6~ Each church is entitled to three delegates. 
7. A majority of the members shall rule in all cases. 
8. No member shall absent themself from the house without leave 

from the moderator. 
9. All business shall be brought before the body by the Business 

Committee and shall be disposed of by vote of the body. 
10. No person shall be allowed to speak more than twice on the 

same subject, nor more than ten minutes each time, without permission 
of the moderator. . . . . 

11. No brother shall be interrupted while speaking unless he departs 
from . the subject under discussion or uses w~rds of personal reflection. 

. 12. Only one person shall be allowed to speak at a time and he must 
, anse and address the moderator. · . . 

13. That no business be voted on without the whole- delegation 
present. 

14. This decorum may be altered, amended or abridged at any session 
of the Association by a majority of the members present. 

th' 15. ·The minister that receives the most votes shall be moderator and 
e next highest, assistant moderator. 

16. We recommend that all preachers and churches coming from other 
Associations or denominations be examined by a oommittee before being 
received into the body. 

th 
17. We recommend that we correspond and ask correspondence with 

0 er Associations. 

·J 
' . 

' ' 

t 
:I 
" ~: ! • 

. :··1 

. f 
~~~ 

~ 
~ , , ... 

! t r ;f 
(: 

i ;~. 

! I ~· 
j ~· .. 

~ 
i.-' 
t\ 

i ' ,,. 
' ... 
,. 

•·. 
• !=· ,,; 

" 

I ' ,I~ 

.. 

' 
,. ... ,. 
. 

r~•. 
[:. ;, 
•" 
<'; 
' ;t:·\ 
' . •.. 
.-: 

• 
• 

' .. , 
I 
l . 

-.:: 
•. 
I 
!' 

I 
. ; 
,• ., 
i 
I 
\ 
! 
' '• 
I 

I 
• I 
I' 

' 4 

! 



: : 

---------- ------------ -·.. - -·- - - -·-· ·--· --- -

18. We recommend that all ministers and deacons attend or represent 
by letter before receiving a certificate of standing, and that this be 
strictly enforced. 

19. We recommend that all ministers that reach the age of 60 be 
given a lifetime certificate of standing. 

FREE WILL BAPTIST ARTICLES OF FAITI-I 

1. TilE BIBLE-The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments were 
given by inspiration of God, and are our infallible rule of faith and 
practice. 2 Tim. 3:16 

2 GOD-There is one living and true God, revealed in nature as the 
Creator, Preservor, and Righteous Governor of the universe; and in the 
Scriptures as Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; yet as one God, .infinetely 
wise and good, whom all intelligent creatures are supremely to love, 
adore and obey. 81 Cor. 8:6; Matt. 18:1.9 

3. CHRIST-Christ is God manifest in the flesh; in his divine nature 
truly God, in his human nature truly man. The mediator between God 
and man, once crucified, He is now risen and glorified, and is our ever 
present Saviour and Lord. St. john 1:1-12 

4. THE HOLY SPIRIT-The Scriptures assign to the Holy Sp~rit all 
the attribGtes of God. He is the Reprover, Comforter, Guide and Sancti­
fier of men. ·st. john 16:7-8; Acts 2:4; Eph. 4:14. 

5. TilE GOVERNMENT OF GOD-God exercises a wise and bene-­
volent providence over all beings and all things by maintaining the 
constitution and laws of nature. He, also, perfonns special acts, not 
otherwise provided for, as the highest welfare of men requires. 

6. THE SINFULNESS OF MAN-Man was created innocent, but by 
disobedience fell into a state of sin and condemnation. His posterity 
therefore, inherit a fallen nature of such tendencies that all who come 
to years of accountability sin and become guilty before God. Gen. 2: 17,· 
3:19. 

7. THE WORK OF CHRIST-The Son of God Ly His incarnation, 
life, sufferings, death and resurrection effected for all a redemption from 
sin that is full and free, and is the ground of salvation by faith. I john 
2:2. 

8. niE TERMS OF SALVATION-The conditions of salvation are: 
(1) Repentance or sincere sorrow for sin and hearty renunciation of it. 
(2) Faith or the unreserved conunittal of one's self to Christ as Saviour 
and Lord with purpose to love and obey Him in all things. In the exer­
cise of saving faith, the soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit, freed from 
the dominion of sin, and becomes a child of God. (3) Continuance in 
faith and obedience until death. 2 Cor. 7·:10; Prov. 28:13. 

9. ELECTION-God detennined from the beginning to save all who 
should comply with the conditions of salvation. Hence by faith in· Christ 
in Christ men become His elect. 8 1 Tim. 2:4. 

10. FREEDOM OF THE WILL-The human will is free and self­
controlled, having the power to yield to the influence of the truth and 
the Spirit or to resist them and perish. Joshua 24:15 

11. SALVATION FREE-God desires the salvation of all, the Holy 
Spirit strives with all, and whosoever will may come and take ·of the 
water of life freely. 

12. PERSEVERENCE-All believers in Christ, who through grace 
perservere in holiness to the end of life, have promise of eternal 
salvation. Rev. 22:17; St. John 15:6; 2 pet. 2:20-22. 

13. GOSPEL ORDINANCES. Baptism, or the immersion of believers 
in water and the Lord's Supper, are ordinances to be perpetuated under 
the gos~el. Feet Washing, an ordinance teachin~ humility of universal 
obligation, and to be ministered to all true behevers. St. John 15:6; 
l Pet. 2:20-22; St. John 13:14. 

14. TITHING-God co~manded tithes and offerings in the Old Testa­
. ment; jesus Christ endorsed it in the C-.:>spel(Matt. 23:23) and the ap~st~e 

Paul said "Upon the first day of the week, l~t every one lay by hzm m 
store, as God hath prospered him". I Cor. 16:2a. 

15. TilE CHRISTIAN SABBATH-The Divine law requires that one 
day in seven be set apart from secular employment and amusement .for 
rest, worship, holy. works and activities, and for personal commumon 
with God. Gen. 2:3; Exodus 20:8-11. 

16. RESURRECTION, JUDGMENT AND FINAL RETRIBUTION-The 
Scriptures teach the resurrection of all men at the last day. They that 
have done good will come forth to the resurrection of life, an~ they ~at 
have done evil unto the resurrection of damnat.jon; then the w1ck.ed wlll 
"go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life., 
John 5:9; Matt. 25:46. 

CHURCH COVENANT 

Having given ourselves to God, by faith in Christ, and adopted the 
Word of God as our rule of faith and practice, we now give ourselves to 
one another by the will of God in this solemn covenant. 

We promise, by His grace, to love and obey Him in all things, to 
avoid all appearance of evil, to abstain from all sinful amusements and 
unholy conformity to the \rodd, from all sanction of the use ~d sale of 
intoxicating beverages, and to provide things honest in the Sight of all 
men. 

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligation~ in referenc7 to the 
study of the Scriptures secret prayer, family devotions and soc1al wor-
h , tt • 

s ip; and by self-denial faith and aood works endeavor to grow zn grace . ~ . ,, 
and the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chnst. 

We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together for church 
conferences, public worship, and the observance of the ordinances of the 
Gospel; nor fail to pay according to our ability for the support of the 
church, of its poor and all its benevolent work. 
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We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof with meekness, 
and to watch over one another in love, endeavoring to 11Keep the unity 
of the Spirit" in the bonds of peace. To be careful of one another's hap­
piness and reputation, and seek to strengthen the weak, encourage the 
afflicted, admonish the erring, and as far as we are able, promote the 
success of the church and of the Gospel. 

We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred and Christian 
obligations and enterprises supreme; counting it our chief business in 
life to extend the influence of Christ in society, constantly praying and 
toiling th a t the Kingdom of God may come, and His will be done on 
earth a s it is in heaven. 

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of educational and 
denominational enterprises, the support of missions, the success of 
Sunday Schools, and evangelistic efforts for the salvation of the world. 
And may the God of peace sanctify us wholly, and preserve us blame­
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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