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MINUTES 

OF THE 

BIRMINGHAM DISTRICT ASSOCIATION 

OF 

FREE WILL BAPTIST INC 

HELD WITH 

HANKS MEMORIAL FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH 

ALTON, ALABAMA 

SEPTEMBER 6, 1975 

Moderator., ........................ Rev Amos Ragsdale 

Assistant Moderator ................ Rev Eugene Howard 

Clerk ......................... Bro Emmett M. McDaniel 

Assistant Clerk .................... Sis Louise Barnett 

The Semi-annual meeting will convene with Meadows 
Chapel Church at Blossburg, Ala on March 6, 1976. 

The Minister's and Deacon's conference will convene 
on Friday night, September 10, 1976 with Liberty Free 
Will Baptist Church at Lawley, Alabama. 

The Annual Meeting will convene with Liberty Free Will 
Baptist Church at Lawley, Alabama on September 11, 1976. 



MINUTES 

OF 

MINISTER'S AND DEACON'S 

CONFERENCE 1975 

Rev. Lee Hanks being the oldest Minister, took 
charge of the Conference as Moderator in the absence 
of the appointed Moderator. 

Conference opened with a song and prayer, led by 
Bro. Jessie Drummonds. 

Rev. Lee Hanks read portions from the Bible taken 
from Matthew and Romans. Made a talk on his progress 
as a worker for God and the need for others to step out 
for God. 

Conference was declared in order to take care of all 
business at hand. 

Nomination made to elect a new Moderator s econded and 
accepted by the body. 

Nominated Rev. Amos Ragsdale and Rev Jessie Womack. 
Motion made to close nomination. Motion seconded and 
question called for. Motion accepted by the body. 

Rev Amos Ragsdale was elected Moderator and Rev. 
Jessie Womack as Assistant Moderator. 

Song: "I' 11 Be Satisfied" led by Sis. Opal Henderson. 
New Moderator made a talk on how he felt about the 

improvements of the Conference. 
Motion made to elect new Clerk. Motion accepted in 

proper form from the body. 
Nominated Bro. John Gomer and Bro. E. M. McDaniel. 

Bro. E. M. McDaniel was elected clerk and Bro. John Gomer 
as Assistant Clerk. 

Minutes of the last meeting read by Clerk. Motion 
made by Bro. A. H. Barnett to adopt minutes as read. 
Seconded by Rev. Latta. Question called for, voted on 
and accepted by the body . 

Song: "ONWARD CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS" was sung for 
invitation of new members to Conference . 
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Bro . John Gomer accepted the invitation to join 
Conference. Motion made , seconded and voted on to 
accept him into the conference . 

OLD BUSINESS 

Motion made to elect committee to go get the records 
and money from Bro . Willard Benion. 

Bros . John Gomer, E. M. McDaniel, and Rev Latta were 
elected. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Motion made to put $75.00 in treasury of the 
Birmingham District Association's general funds, to 
help pay for printing of minutes, if money is received 
from Bro. Benion. Motion accepted by body in proper 
order. 

2. Motion made t o send letter to each of the ministers 
who were absent from the conference for more than five 
years, stating that the "Ordination Papers" are void 
and ask they be returned to the Association. Question 
called for, ~oted on and accepted by the body. 

FOR . ...... . ..... 7 
AGAINST ....... . . 1 

Ministers affected by this motion are: Rev. James 
Thomas, Rev. 0. A. Davis, Rev. George Cline, Rev. Venable. 

3. Motion made to buy rubber stamp ~ith Minister's 
and Deacon's Conference, Birmingham District Association 
Free Will Baptist. Voted on and accepted by the body. 

Devotion: Rev. Curtis Sewell - He read scripture 
from the bible and talked on this scripture. He gave 
everyone a chance to testify. Several good testimonies 
were given. 

Rev. Jessie Drummonds brought the evening message 
from Romans 8:1, Gal 5, Rev 21 and 
The wonderful sermon was enjoyed by 

us· l.ng scriptures 
Hebrews 6: 16-17. 
all. 

Motion made to adjourn. Dismissed by Prayer. 

CLERK: Bro. E. M. McDaniel 
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MINISTER'S AND DEACON'S CONFERENCE RULES 

1. This conference shall be known as The Minister's 
a nd Deacon's Confer ence of The Birmingham District 
Association of Free Will Baptist, Incorporated. 

2. It shall be composed of Ordained Ministers and 
Deacons. 

3 . When in session, it shall be composed of duly 
elected Moderator, Assistant Moderator and Clerk . 

4. The Moderator shall be elected at each session 
and remain in office until the election and installation 
of his successor . 

5. The Clerk shall be elected for one year and shall 
be elected by the majority present. 

6. To be eligible to be a standing delegate to the 
Annual and Semi-Annual Conference , a minister or deacon 
should belong to the Minister ' s and Deacon ' s Conference. 

7. Ordained Ministers coming from another denomination 
shall be eligible to belong t o the order , but muse serve 
for one year under the watch-care or this body before 
being granted ordination papers from this body . 

8. Ministers coming from another Association must 
bring a letter from his association and must be in good 
standing . 

9 . Ministers or Deacons making application for member­
ship must be the husband of one living wife, or none. 

5 

MINISTER'S AND DEACON'S ROLL 

MINISTERS 

Rev. Lee Hanks (Life) 
Rev. Jessie Drummonds (Life) 
Rev. Curtis Sewell 
Rev. Amos Ragsdale 
Rev. G. H. Latta 
Rev. Jesse Womack 
Rev . Eugene Howard 
Rev. Joe Martin 
Rev. B. J. Banks 
Rev. Eugene Taylor 
Rev. E. E. Gomer 

DEACONS 

Bro . John Gomer 
Bro . P. R. Boyles 
Bro. A. H. Barnett (Life) 
Bro . Bevens 
Bro. Ralph Foster 
Bro. J. D. Shacker ford 
Br o. Eulas Partain 
Bro . Coleman Burton 
Bro. J . R. Martin 
Bro. Curtis Fountain 
Bro. Nathan Aaron 
Bro . Curtis Bailey 
Bro. Virgil Foster (Life) 
Br o . Troy Aaron 
Bro. E. M. McDaniel 
Bro. Donald Vick 
Bro. A. J . Davis 
Bro . James Lee 

MINISTER'S AND DEACON'S FINANCIAL REPORT 

Amount Brought Forward ........................ $ 30.00 

Amount Received ...................... ········· 30.00 

Amount Received from Bro. Benion .............. 60 .00 

TOTAL . ..... . ...............•............ .. ... . $120 . 00 

Amount Paid for Gasoline ........... ... ....... . 8.00 

BALANCE .........................•............. $112 .00 

6 

--------------------~ .. 



MINUTES OF BIRMINGHAM DISTRICT ASSOCIATION 

OF 

All committees were excused for their specific duties. 
During their absence, many good testimonies were given in 
the congregation . The testimonies were enjoyed by all. 
A song was led by Rev . Joe Martin. 

Rev. A. J. Lambert's message was taken from II Peter 
Chapter 3. The thought for his message was on "Purity 

Song: "When We All Get To Heaven" s ang for the opening and Holiness " , quoting scriptures and discussing same. 
song. Several other songs were sang. The message was enjoyed by all. 

FREE WILL BAPTIST INCORPORATED 

Moderator read some scripture and commented on the same. Fellowship handshake was given wi~h all 
Conference was opened at this time by the cle rk for all Moderator took char ge of the meet1ng to 

business that might come before the body. lunch. Prayer for dismissal and lunch was 

taking part. 
prepare for 
by Rev. Eugene 

. Moderator named two people for the Reading Committee : Howard. 
S1s. Louise Barnett and Bro. Sidney Partridge. Lunch and fellowship was enjoyed by all. 

Letters were read. Motion made to accept letters and Returned after lunch for more business. Song was led 
seat the delegates. Voted on and accepted by the body in by Rev. Joe Martin. 
pr oper manner. Bro. Carlton Lambert gave an oral report on the 

Song : "No t Made With Hands", led by Rev. Joe Martin. Children's Home. He stressed the importance of leading 

COMMITTEES 

AUDIT COMMITTEE: 
Sis Gomer , Sis. Latta, Sis . Jones and Rev. Lee Hanks. 

DEVOTIONAL COMMITTEE: 
Sis. Barnett, Sis. Burton 

SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMITTEE: 
and Bro. Joe Stephenson. 

Sis . Pickett, Sis. Burton d B K an ro. e ith. 
DECEASED COMMITTEE: 

Sis . Fountain, Sis. Banks d s· M an 1s. artin. 
TEMPERANCE COMMITTEE: 

Sis . Tally, Sis. Leathers d s· c an 1s. rump. 
BUSINESS COMMITTEE : 

them to Christ and letting them know that people love them, 
thereby losing some of their fear, rebellion and insecurity. 
He requested prayer for the staff of the home. He explained 
some of the new standards set up by the Government , thereby 
causing more expenses on the home. 

Report accepted for the records by proper motion and 
vote of the body. 

A collec tion of $140.00 was received for the Children's 
Home while Rev. Joe Martin led the congregation in sing-
• II 
1ng Standing On The Promises". 

COMMITTEE'S REPORTS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 
Rev. Johnny Tillery, Rev. Curtis Sewell 

Bro. Troy Aaron and Bro. Nathan Aaron. ' 
Rev. G. H. Latte We, the Sunday School Committee, were impressed with the 

Sunday School report on the church letters, but we believe 
TEMPORARY ORDAINING COUNCIL: 

Rev. Jesse Drummonds, Rev. 
Banks, Bro. A, H. Barnett and 

Jesse Womack, Rev. Billy J. 
Bro. Edward Gomer. 

REPORT OF DEVOTIONAL COMMITTEE 

Rev. A. J. Lambert was chosen to bring the 11:00 o'clock 
message. Rev. Elton Keith and Rev. Eugene Howard chosen tot 
the ~fternoon messages and Bro. Jessee Womack , if time 
perrn1ts. 

7 

that each church could improve with a little more effort 
and work. 
TEMPERANCE: 

be We, the Temperance Committee, believe that we should 
temperant in all things and with each other; have more 
Patience with each other, more consideration of others, 
live by our Church Covenant. 

and 
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DECEASED: 
We, the Deceased Committee, wish to extend our heart­

felt sympathy to the families and churches in the deaths 
of Sis. Della Banks and Bro. Tidwell of Pleasant Hill 
Church; Sis . Pearl Allen, Hanks Memorial Church; Bro . 
J. U. Keeton of Liberty Church . 
AUDITING: 

We, the Auditing Commi ttee, have c hecked the records 
and found them to be in order. 

Motion made to receive these reports as read and release 
the committees . Motion was seconded, questioned and a vote 
to accept reports and release the committees . 

BUSINESS COMMITTEE ' S PARTIAL REPORT 

Item Ill 
We, the Business Committee , recommend that Bro. Eugene 

Taylor be turned over to the Ordaining Council , to be 
examined, and if found worthy, that he be ordained as 
a Ministe r of this body . 
Item 112 

We, the Business Committee , recommend that, Bro . Kenneth 
Dan Martin, be turned over to . the Ordaining Council , and if 
found worthy, that he be ordained as a Deacon of this body. 
Item 113 

We, the Business Committee , recommend that Bro. Claudie 
Lee Deavers, Jr be turned over t o the Ordaining Council 
and if found worthy, that he be Licensed as a Minister ~f 
this body. 
Item 1/4 

Meadows Chapel Church has requested the meeting of the 
Semi-Annual Conference on March 3, 1976 at Blossburg, Ala . 
Item 115 

We, the Business Committee , request that the "Rules of 
The Decorum" be put back into the minutes; that the 
"Mi . I R II b ~ n1ster s eports e put back into the minutes; and that 
the "Moderator's Outline" , step by step be put in the 
minutes in order to help new men who become Moderator. 
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Bro. Carlton Lambert sang a solo, "When They Ring 
Those Golden Bells" which was very inspirational . 

Rev. Elton Keith brought a short message using the 
6th Chapter of St. John as his Text. His thought being 
"Follow Christ , Don ' t Turn Back". The message was very 
inspirational. 

Rev. Eugene Howard brought another short message while 
the committees were out. His message was from Exodus, 
Chapter 20 , verse 3; "Thy Shall Have No Other Gods Before 
Me", ''Need t o turn from idol gods, Repent, Deep Conviction 
to God, Live Holy". Also, Exodus 14 : 15- " Go Forward". 
This message was also very inspirational . 

Song : Led by Rev. Joe Martin 
Rev . Lee Hanks gave an invitation to everyone who 

wishes t o do so , to visit the former camp ground site and 
enjoy its picnic and fishing facilities. 

Had several good testimonies form the congregation . 
Rev . A. J . Lambert led the Congregation in singing , 

"When The Saints Go Marching In". 

FINAL REPORT OF BUSINESS COMMITTEE 

I tern 116 
Vote was taken on whether to have Quarterly Meetings or 

Semi-annual meetings. 
Vote for Quarterly Meetings .. . .. . 20 
Vote for Semi-annual Meetings .... 25 

Vote was to have Annual and Semi-annual meetings. 
Item #7 

Liberty Church has requested the meeting of the Annual 
Conference on September 11, 1976. This will include the 
Minister ' s and Deacon ' s Conference on Friday night , Sept . 

10, 1976. 
All Items - 1 through 7 - were voted and passed on by 

the body, item by item . 
Rev . Lee Hanks gave a financial report on the former 

camp ground site , its sale, and a r efund of the donation by 
Meadow's Chape l Church in the amount of $595 .00. A pay­
ment of $300 .00 was made to Rev. Arline Dawson fo r work 
which had been done on the old camp ground site. 
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ORDAINING COUNCIL'S REPORT 

The Ordaining Council's report was given. Motion made 
to accept this report. Motion was seconded and voted on 
by the body. Motion carried and to be disposed of item 
by item. 

Item Ill 
Bro. Eugene Taylor be ordained to preach the Gospel . 

Motion voted on and accepted by the body. 
Item 112 

Bro. Kenneth Dan Martin be ordained as a deacon. 
Motion voted on and accepted by the body. 
Item 113 

Bro. Claudie Lee Deavers Jr be licensed to preach the 
Gospel for one year. Motion voted on and accepted by body. 

The Ordaining Council laid hands on Bro. Eugene Taylor 
and Ordained him to Preach the Gospel. 

The Ordaining Council laid hands on Bro. Kenneth Dan 
Martin and Ordained his as a Deacon. Both of these men 
from Pleasant Hill Church. 

Bro . Claudie Lee Deavers Jr, from Liberty Church, was 
given a License to Preach the Gospel by this body. 

Rev. Jesse Womack gave the the Charge, along with their 
wives, explaining the duties of a Minister and a Deacon. 

Rev. Johnny Tillery led a song as the right hand of 
Fellowship was extended to each man and his wife. 

Motion made to adjourn. Dismissed in Prayer, by 
Bro. A. J. Lambert. 

CLERK: BRO. E. M. MCDANIEL 
P. 0. BOX 331 
ALTON, ALABAMA 35015 
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CHURCH COVENANT 

Having given ourselves to God, by faith in Christ, 
and adopted the Word of God as our rule of faith and 
practice, we now give ourselves to one another by the 
will of God in this solemn Covenant. 

We promise, by his grace, to love and obey him in 
all things, to avoid all appearances of evil , to abstain 
from all sinful amusements and unholy conformity to the 
world, from all sanction of the use and sale of intoxicat­
ing beverages, and to provide things honest in the sight 
of all men. 

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligation in 
reference to the study of the Scriptures, secret prayer, 
family devotions and social worship; and by self-denial, 
faith and good works endeavor to "grow in grace and the 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ". 

We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves 
together for Church conferences, public worship, and 
the observance of the ordinances of the Gospel: nor 
fail to pay according to our ability for the support of 
the Church, of its poor and all its benevolent work. 

We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof 
with meekness, and to watch over one another in Love, 
endeavoring to "Keep the unity of the Spirit", in the 
bonds of peach. To be careful of one another's happiness 
and reputation, and seek to strengthen the weak, encourage 
the afflicted, admonish the erring, and as far as we are 
able, promote the success of the Church and of the Gospel. 

We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred 
and Christian obligations and enterprises Supreme ; 
counting it our chief business in life to extend the 
influence of Christ in society, constantly praying and 
toiling that the Kingdom of God may come, and His will 
be done on Earth as it is in Heaven. 

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of 
educational and denominational enterprises, the support 
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of missions, the success of Sunday Schools , and evange­
listic efforts for the salvation of the World. And may 
the God of Peace sanctify us wholly, and perserve us 
blameless unto the coming of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

RULES OF TilE DECORUM 

# 1 After an introductory sermon is preached, the 
Association shall be called to order by the Moderator 
who presided over the last session. In case of his 
absence, the Assistant Moderator shall call the body 
to order. Also, the former clerk will officiate until 
organized . 
#2 This body shall be composed of Ministers, Deacons, 
Church Clerks, and Delegates present from each Church. 
#3 The Officers of the Association shall consist of a 
Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Clerk and Assistant Clerk, 
to be chosen from the members present. 
#4 It shall be the duty of the Moderator to preside 
over the body during the session at which he is elected, 
to call the next session to order and to preside until 
reorganized and election and installation of his successor . 
It shall be his duty to keep order, enforce the rules of 
the Decorum, and decide all questions, discipline, and 
in case of a tie vote, to cast the deciding ballot . He 
may speak on any subject, but must call on the Assistant 
Moderator to preside while he is speaking . 
#5 It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep the minutes 
of the procedings and to read them when called upon by 
the body. The Clerk shall prepare the minutes for 
publication. 
#6 Each Church is entitled to three Delegates. 
#7 A majority of the members shall rule in all cases. 
#8 No member shall absent himself from the house without 
the consent of the Moderator. 
#9 All business shall be brought before the body by the 
business committee and shall be disposed of by the body. 
#10 No person shall be allowed to speak more than twice 
on the same subject, nor more than ten minutes each time 
without permission of the Moderator. ' 
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#11 No Brother shall be interrupted while speaking, 
unless he departs from the subject under discussion, 
or uses words of personal reflection. 
#12 Only one person shall be allowed to speak at a 
time and he must arise and address the Moderator. 
#13 No business shall be voted on without the whole 
delegation is present. 
#14 This decorum may be altered, amended or abridged 
at any session of the Association by a majority vote 
of the members present. 
#15 The Minister who receives the most votes shall be 
Moderator and the next highest, Assistant Moderator. 
#16 We recommend that we correspond and ask correspondence 
with other Associations. 
#17 We recommend that all preachers and churches coming 
from other Associations or Denominations, be examined by 
a committee before being received into this body. 
#18 We recommend that all Ministers and Deacons attend 
or represent by letter before receiving a certificate of 
standing, and that this be strictly enforced. 
#19 We recommend that all Ministers who reach the age of 
Sixty be given a lifetime certificate of standing. 

AMMENDMENTS 

#1 We recommend that this body, henceforth, refuse a 
request from any Church in this organization to ordain 
or license any Minister or Deacon who has two living wives. 
#2 Any Minister not having been licensed by the Birmingham 
Association or quarterly meeting must carry a license from 
this Association for one year. 
#3 We recommend that if any Ordained member of this 
body is absent for four successive meetings without 
provential reasons, or refuses to support this body, it 
be a violation of the Covenant and is sufficient reason 
for dismissal from this body. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF CLERK 

RECEIVED 1974-1975 

Brought Forward .................... $ 76.63 

Birmingham Association Fees ........ 320.00 

For Children's Home ................ 101.00 

Treaties........................... 2 .4 5 

TOTAL AMOUNT RECEIVED .............. $625 .08 

PAID OUT 

Children ' s Horne .................... $101 . 00 

State Association .................. 45 . 00 

Printing of Minutes ................ 130 . 00 

Clerk, Annual Association .......... 50 . 00 

Assistant Clerk , Annual Association 15 . 00 

Clerk , Semi-annual Association ..... 15 . 00 

Asst . Clerk, Semi- annual Association 15.00 

TOTAL PAID OUT ..................... $371 . 00 

TOTAL RECEIVED ..................... $625 . 08 

TOTAL PAID OUT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 371 . 00 

BALANCE . ........................... $254 . 08 
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OUTLINE FOR MODERATOR AT BOTH ANNUAL 

AND SEMI-ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Song 
Prayer 
Remarks 
Meeting 
Reading 
Letters 
Reading 
Semi at 

by Modera t or 
called into session by Clerk 
Committee appointed by Moderator 
read and Delegates seated 
of Minutes (Annual at Annual) 
Semi) Conferences. 

Committees appointed by Moderator: 
Reading 
Devotional 
Sunday School 
Deceased 
Business (for ones who are absent) 
Ordaining (for ones who are absent) 
Tempe r ance 
Auditing (Annual Conference only) 

Report of Devotional Committee 
Songs and Testimonies may be used while Committees 
are out in t he morning 
Preaching at 11:00 A.M. 
Lunch from 12:00 Noon to 1:00 P.M. 
Song to start the afternoon session 
Commit t ee ' s Reports 
Use time for short messages while committees are 

out 
/116 Ordaining (when needed) 
/1 17 - Motion for Adjournment 
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