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I1INUTES 

Or' THE 

BIRMIN~HAI1 DISTRICT ASSOCIATION 

OF 

FREE WILL B~IST 

AlNNUAL SESSION HELD Fo:::rETH 

WITH 

UNITY FREE WILL BAPI'IST CHURCH 

AT 

THOR SBY, ALABAMA 

SEPI'EMBER 9, 1978 

MODERATOR •••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••• Rev: Johnny Ti:lery 
Rev· G.H~Latta 

ASSITANT MODERATOR.................. • 

CLERK •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • •• Bro: E.M.HcDaniel 

ASSISTANT CLErtK(Teapora.ry) •••••••••• Sia:Mrs. J.'l' il le :·y 

The Semi-Annual meeting will convene with the 
Cedar Gr0ve Church,Rt.1, Box 657 Wilsonville ,Ala. 
on March 3,1979. 

The Annual Associati~n will convene with the 
Oak Grove Church,Rt.5 Box 635 Gardendale,Ala on 
September 8,1979. 

The Minister's and Deacon!s Conference will 
convene on Friday night,September 7, 1979. 
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CHURCH CCVENM/f 

Having c; iven ourselve s to ·,;od, b~· f ai th in 
~hrist, ann adopted th~ ';/ord of t.roct ~sour rul e ·;: 
f a ith end prac tice, we now g i v e ourse lves to 
one another by t he wi ll of God in t n: s solem 
Covenant. 

We promia,,by his Grace, to love and obey 
him in all things ,to a void al l a ppearance s of 
evel,to abstain from all s i nfu l amus e ments and 
u n!J. o l y conformity to t11e world , f ro I.' al l sanct i c:: 
of thP. use and sale of intoxicat i ng bever~es, 
and t o provi de things honest in s ieh t of all men. 

·.,;e agree fa ithfu lly to dischar ge our obl i ;2 tiot 
i n refe~ence t o t oe s tudy of the Sc r i ptures, 
s ecret Prayers,family de vot ions and social 
worshjd ; and by self-deni a l,fai t h a~d 0 0 0d wc~~s, 
e nde sver t o "grow i n Grace and the know ledge 0 f 
our Lord and Savi or Jesu s Christ••. 

\-ie will !'lOt fvr e s ake the a ssembl i n t: of ou r 
selves t ogether fo r 0 burch Confer ences , public 
worship , and the obstrv~~c e of t~e ordinanc e s of 
the ·;ospe l ; nor f ail t o pay accoru ing t o ou r 
ab i lity for the s u ppor t of the Church , of i ts 
poor and all of i ts benevolent wor k . 

We a t;;r ee to accept Christian ad r:' oni tion c:r.~ 
::-e pr oof ,.,ith meekness , and ~o watch over one 
an other i n Lov e , endeavering to "Keep tre unity 
of t be Spirit" , in ~he bonds of Ft:ace . To be c a.:--:-
fu l 'f one another ' s happiness and reputation, 
admonish the erring , ~~d as far as we are able, 
promote the su ccess of t he Ctur ch anc of tne 
Gos pel . 

We will every where hold Christ ian p~1nc1:·~ 
Sacred and Christian obl igations and enterpri~ c -
Supreme; coun~ing it our chLef tus i ness in 1. :~ 
to extend the influence of Christ in society, 
constantly prayi ng and toiling that the King~o~ 
of God may come,and His will be d.one on Eart!. 
as it is in Heaven. 

To this end v e agree to labor for the 
IJromotion of edu~: atio"lal Denominational enter
prises,the support of Missions,the success of 
Sunday Schools,and evangelistic t error+~ for 
the salvation of the 'r/orld. AJld may the God o: 
Peace sanctify us wholly and preserve us blame
less unto the coming of our " LCRD J 'CSUS CHRIST" 
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MIN I STER 1 S AND DEAC 8N ' S CONFERENCE 

1978 

Rev: G.H.Latta,the Assis tant Moderator t o >k 
charge of the Conference. 

Rev: Johnny Tillery opened the Conference wi tl 
a song "AMAZE AND GRACE". Prayer led by Rev: Bill 
Dutton. 

Moderator read from ACT S 15 Chapter and 13th 
verse and commented on same. To build what"GOD" 
wants to build. Asking Prayer for Bro: A.H.Barnet1 
and others that are sick. 

A speacial Alter Prayer for al l the sick 
requests, led by Rev: G.H.Latta. 

Clerk declared the Conference open for al l 
business that comes before the Conference. 

ReT: Tillery led a song as new members we~e 
invited into the Conference. 

Rev: Louo~ Batea,Rev: D.M.Calvert accepted 
this ivotation into the Conference. 

Motion made by Rev: D.Scott to accept the se 
new members into the Conference. Voted on and 
CJ.ccepted b y the Body. Hand-shake of fellowship 
was given to these new members. 

Moderator called for t he reading of the last 
minutes. 

Muni tes were read by the Clerk. ~·rot ion made 
to accept the minutes as read by Rev: W.Scot t . 
Minutes accepted by the Body in proper form. 

Motion made for Moderator to a ppoint Assi s tanr 
Moderator for this session. Rev: Ronnie Davis 
was appointed for this session. 

Rev: Bill Dutton appointed for Devotional. 
Revr Willard Scott was appointed for the 

evening Message. 
' 

OLD BUSIUESS 
None 

NEW BUSINESS 
None 

Request made to recognize t be Elders of ollr 
Association. this request acknowledged by the 3ody 

Revs Dutton read from"St. Math.16th Chapt~r 
and 18tn Verse~ Commented on"Rigb t& Of Our Lord's 
Church. 
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Devotion was injoyed by all and the Testi
mon1es were Spiritual and injoyed by all. 

E:.ECTION OF MO~ERATOR FOR 1979 
~omjnated 

~ Rev: Louie Bate 0 
2 Rev: Bill Dutton 

Nomination was closed by motion and s econd 
hy the Body . 

Rev: Bill Dutton was electe d Moderator with 
10 votes . 

Rev: Louie Bates elected Assist Moderator 
wi ~~ 8 vote B. 

HESSAG~ 1 J h: i~! lNI :r.rER ' .:: & .D~?.::.:ON ' (., CONFERENC~ 
FOR 1979 

Nominated R 
1 ev: Waine Bullock 
2Rev : 

:Nomination 
Body. 

Ronnie Davis 
was closed by motion and second of 

. 
• 

~ev: waine Bullock was elected to bring t he 
ge;,:sage for 1979 with 11 of 1c3 vo tes ca s t by Body. 

Rev : \v'i l lard Scot t read Scripture from St. 
Jor~; Chapter 1,and commented on same. Message 
wa2 injoyed b y all . 

~he Spirit was present very strong throughout 
t:.9 Conference . 

i1otion made to ajourn by Bro: James Fountain. 
Conference dismissed by Prayer. 

FINANCIAL RS PORT 
f1D:IETER t 3 & DEACON ' S CONF~R-;trc::. 

Anount brought foward $ 126. 00 
A~ount received Se ptember 8 ,1 978 ________ $ 27 . 00 
Total 3 153 . 00 

Paid Out ~· 000 . 00 
Eal~~ce I r. ~re asure $ 153 . 00 

CLERK: E • .N .. NcDanie l 

2 

Rt .11 Box 1205 
E ' han , Al . ?52 10 

MJ'\11 _,..::: . -: .~- ·,i:A;.;ON. s CQNITr.;l-\~NC_ RU L£ S 
t l l ' .. ,. - ~ ... .. - - J, ~ 

I 1 Th is Conference s hall be known as the 
Ministe~'s & Deacon's Conference of the B'h~ 
Distric t Association of Fr~e Will Baptist Inc. 

# 2 I~ s:1all be composed of Or dained Ministers 
and De a c c :1s. 

f.L 3 When in session,It shall be composed of duly 
e le e ted ~·~oderator, Assistant Moderator and Clerk. 

q 4 Moderator to be e~ected a + the end of each 
s<~ ssion ~or the next session. 

# 5 C ler~ to be elected every five(5) years 
and sha!l be elected by the ~aj ority present . 

ft 6 To be el i g i ble to be a s tan0 in~ delebate 
to t he Annual & Semi-~~nual Confer~-~e,a 
Minister and Deacon should Ve-vug to the 
Ministe= ' s & Deaco~•s Conf9rence • 
.;!-· 7 Orda.:.ned Ministers co~- ... 6 .1.- om anothe r 
Denomir.ation shall be eligib:e to belonQ t o 
the Confe rence,but must serve fer one year 
under t::e 'Watch care of this Body befor e 
being ~a.:1ted Ordination Papers from t hi s Boriy . 

# 8 Ministers and Deacons coming from anot ~~ = 
As sociation must bring a letter from his 
As sociation and must be in g ood standing. 

# 9 Hinister s and Deacons making applicati :~ 
for me~bership must the husband o f one liviL~ 

wife,or none. 
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----~-~.---~~----------------------------------------------------------

MINISTER 'S Al~D DEACON 1 S 

ROLL 

MINISTERS 

Rev: Amos Ragsdale 

Rev:· Curtis W. Se.we 11 

Rev: Jessie Womack 

Rev: Eward Gomer 

Rev:. Johnny Tillery . Rev: Lester Gann 

Revr Jesse Drummonds(life)Rev: Claudia L. Deavers 

Rev: G.H.Latta Rev: Dovard Scott 

Rev: Eltion Keith 

Rev: Arlie Bevens 

Rev: J.l'1 .Dutton 

~ev: Louie Bates 

Rev : D.M. Calvert 

DEACONS 

E~o : J. D. Shackerford 

Bro : James Kitchens 

3ro : Donald Vick 

Bro: James Lee 

Bro: Ralph Foster 

Rev: Willard Scott 

REv: Ronnie Davis 

Rev: T.E.Yarbough 

Rev: Willie Jenkins 

Rev: Waine Bullard 

Bro: Bill Williams 

Bro: A.J.Davis 

Bro: Colman Davis 

Bro: Curtis Bailey 

Er o: Curtis Fountain 

Bro: Virgil Foster(life ) Bro : Leo Lipsey 

Bro: Douglas Scott 

Bro : E.J.McClure 

Bro: Charles Thnasher 

Bro: C.Brown 
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Bro: John Gomer 

3ro: Robert RichardsoD 

Bro: Ralph Boyles 

Bro : E.~l.NcDaniel 

BIRMINGHAi·~ DISTRICT CONFERENCi:: OF f.'R~ WILL 

BAPTIST 

SEPTEMBER 9, 1978 

Annual conference 

Conference began vith songs led by Brother 
Louie Bates. 

Moderator made request that we have a stand
ing silent Prayer to honor Bro: A.H.Barnett, that 
could not be with us. 

A song led by Bro: Louie Bates and an Alter 
Prayer for all the sick of t he Association. 

Moderator made talk on what he would like 
done to improve the association. 

l1oderator read Scrip~ure frort St. Nark 16th 
Chapter ana 15th Verse , and commented on same. 

Conference called into session by Clerk , to 
transact all business brought before this session. 

Song led by Bro: Bate s as fellowship was 
carri ed with hand-shake. 

Moderator, appointed Reading Committee : 
Sis: Kathleen Davis ,and Sis : Sadra Foster. 

Letters were read and motion made to assept 
letters as read and seat the Delegates. 

Motion accepted in proper form. A Second 
and Vote of the Body. . 

Moderator selected the following Committees. 

DEVOTIONAL CONJY1ITTEE 

Sis: Barbara Jones 
Sis: 

Sis: Roberta Wallace 
Crump 

SUNDAY SCHOOL COMNITTEE 

Sis: Beatrice Sewell Bro: M.C.Brown 
Sis: Lillie Bates 

DECEASED C0t,:l'1ITT;~E 
SisJ Shelly Jean Avery Sis: Ocie Robertshaw 

Sis: Linda Mullins 
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TEMPERANCE COMMITTEE 

Sis: Sandra Forster Bro: J.E.Robertshaw 
Bro: Ed Avery 

AUDIT COMl1ITTEE 

Sis J Betty Vic·k Sis:. Woody 
Sis: Kelly 

BUSINESS COMMITTEE 

Rev: Ronnie Davis, Rev: Louie Bates,Bro: Ralph 
Foster, Rev: Curtis Sewell, Bro: John Gomer 

ORDAINING COUNCIL 

Rev: Jesse Womack, Rev: J.M.Dutton, Rev: Davard 
Scott,Bro: Donald Viek. 

The Business Committee was dismissed to 
receive and transact the business at hand. 

A wonderful! Testimon7 service was conducted 
and several wonderful! Testimonies were given. 
They were enjoyed by all. 

Song l ed by Sis: Myrtle Fountain before 
preaching hour.(Mansion Over The Hill Top). 

Rev: J.M.Dutton was chosen to bring the 
11 :A.M. Message. 

Bro: Dut~on r ead fro~ St. Lute 24th Chapter 
and the 49th Verse. (Text) What Makes The Church 
Great? 

1--Concerned about getting People to 
J~SU S CHHIT. 

2--0ne Solution to every prblem-(Prayer). 
3--0ne Source of Power-(Holy Ghost). 
4-0ne Message-(JE·SUS). 
5--JESUS should be real to us. 

The message was Inspirational and enjoyed 
by all. 

Rev: Wayne Bullard for short message if 
needed. 
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The Pastor of the Church welcomed and invited 
everyone to have lunch with them. 

Dismissed for lunch,with Prayer,to bless the 
food prepared, by Rev: Wayhe Bullard. 

Awonder£ull lunch and fellowship was enjoyed 
by all. 

The Conference opened after lunch with a song 
(Account Settled Long Ago) led by Sis: r1yrtle 
Fountain. 

Another Prayer for Bro: Barnett led by Rev: 
Jesse Womack. 

REPORTS OF THE FOLLOWING COHJ1ITT :::~ s 

T~1P:6H i.1\ CE COf1I'1ITTEE- We, the Temperence 
Committee want to remind everyone to show real 
Love to one another and be considerate of others, 
and let the World s ee Christ in our daily lives. 

DECEAS2D COMbl'r TEE--We, the Deceased Committee 
regret the loss of Sis Erline \t/omack and express 
our deepe st sympa t hy to her fam i ly and Association 
members .. 

Sunday School Committee-- We, the Sunday 
School Committee, recommend that we keep our 
C~il~ren in Church activities, such as visiting , 
s~ng~ngs and Prayer Neetings. Yle also recommend 
t hat the Church plan and provide clean hol s om 
recreation. When ever possible use the Youth in 
Bible reading and Bible study and ot her parts 
Church Worsh ip. Train up a child in the way it 
should go and when it is older it will not 
depart from it. Pray t hat each child becomes 
a Christian. 

Auditing Committee-- ~le, the Auditing Commit
tee,find the financial report in order. 

The r eports of t he above listed Committees 
were acce pted by t he Body i n proper f orm by 
I1otion,Second,and Vote. Each Committee above 
was released. 

REPORT OF TH~ BU S I~!ESS COHN I TTBE 
J' 
r. 1--~/e , the Business Committee, recommend 

that we change our checking account from the 
Budgi t ;~lan to t he r ecula.r checking Account. 

9 



.~ 2--We, the Business Commi t tee, recommend, 
that the next Annual As s ociation be held with 
t he Oak Grove Free Will Baptist Church a t 
Gardendale,Al. on September 8 , 1979 . Also t ii e 
Minister's & Deacon 's Conference on Fridav ni~ht "' .) 

of September 7, 1979 . 
# 3--We ,the Business Committee , re c ommend t hat 

the Board Of Peers , goand talk to t he Deacons of 
the Pilgrim Fre e Will Bapt ist Church, to se e if 
our Association c an retain their felloship. 

#4--We,the Business Commit t ee , recomme nd t hat 
Rev~ Bill Dutton be put on t i e Boar d Of Peers , 
unt1 l Bro: Barnett can be bac~ wi th us. 

'l'he Bu s iness Committee's :~ u.ll re port acceped 
b y Motion , Se cond and Vote of the Body and t o 
~ is pose ite~ by i t em . 

~ 1--Ac c epted by Mot i on , Sec ond and Vote of 
Body. 

# 2--Ac c e pted by Hotion, Second and Vot e ,) f 

Bociy. 
#3--Accepted by Motion , ~ec ond a nd Vo te of 

Body . 
.~1"4--Acce pted by f1otion , Second and Vote of 

Body. 
Nodertor fpr the year 1979 was called for. 

I"lot ion made 
Second , and Vote 

Nominated: 

Rev: Je s se 
for 1979 . 

fox nomination of Moderator, 
accepted by Body. 
1 Rev: Louie Bates 16 v ot e s . 
2 Rev: Jesse Womack 25 vot&s . 

'tlomack was elec ted Moderator 

REPORT OF CHILDP.:.N ' S ~IOME 

Bro: Womack made talk on Children's li ome 
The need for a ret i rement fu nd for t he worke rs 
at t he Home was discussed. Good report enjoyed 
by all. 

Sc ng led b y Sis: Fountain while col l ection 
was made for Childre 's n ome. Amount $2 05 . 00 . 

A standiog vote of t hanks , f or t he g ood 
lunch , en joyel by all. 

A .talk ··ras made for retirement for retired 
Minis ters, a s king f or support of this cause. 
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Bro: Jesse Womack ~as elected Trus tee to 
the Children's Home from the Birmingham I istr i ct 
Association Of Free ~ill Baptist for 1979. 

Motion made for a journment and Conference 
dismissed with a Prayer. 

Clerk: Bro: E. M. McDan i e l 
Rt.11 Box 1205 
B' ham , Al. 35210 

FINAN'TUAL R c:PORT 

A.mt. Brought Fo·.~~:rd----------------t 16 98 .63 
Amt. R ece ived (ML~ual Confe rence)----$ 325 . 00 
Amt. Received ( Semi-&~~ual Conference$ 25 . 00 
Amt. Received ( Childr en ' s Home)------$ 273 .00 

Total Amt_ Received-----------------$2 321 . 63 

PAID OuT 
n t t A • .._ • 41-~ a e _ s soc ~a v lOn-------------------Q 

Children' s Some--------~- ~---------5 
Cl erk (Annual Conference t - ----------3 
Assis tant Clerk( Annua l Conf erenc e)--$ 
Clerk( Semi-Annua l ~ onference)-------$ 
Total Pai d Ou t ----------------------$ 

2 ~3 ') "\ { . - -
50 . 0 0 
15 . 00 
15 . 00 

41 3 . 00 

Amount Received---------------------$ 2321. 63 
Amount Out--------------------------$ 41 3 . 00 
Balance--- --------------------------$1908 . 6 7 
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RULE S OF THE DZC Oi~UI-i 

#1 After an introductory Sermon is preached, 
the Association shall be called to order by the 
Moderator, that presided over the last Session. 
In case of his absence, the Assistant Moderator 
shall call the Body to oeder. Also the Clerk will 
officiate until organized.(Same Clerk for five(5) 
years.) 

" 1t2 This body shall be composed of Hinisters, 
Deacons , Church Clerks, and Delegates present 
from eaoh Chureh. 

#3 The Officers of the Asso~~ation shall 
consist of a Moderator, Assistant Moderator, 
Clerk,and Assistant Clerk, to be chosen from the 
members present . 

#4 It shall be the duty of the Moderator to 
preside over the Body during the session at which 
he is elected,to call the next session to order 
and topreside until reorganized and election and 
in~_tallation of his successor. It shall be his 
duty to keep order,enforce the rules of the 
Decorum,and decide all questions, discipline and 
in case of a tie vote,cast the deciding ballot. 
He may speak on any subject,but must call on the 
Assistant Moderator to preside while he is speaking. 

#5 It shall be the duty of the Clerk to 
keep the minutes of the procedings and r ead them 
when called upon by the Body. The Clerk shall 
prepare the minutes for publication. 

#S Each Cht~ch is entitled to three Delegates. 
#7 A aajori~y of the members shall rule in 

all cases. 
#8 No member shall absent himself from the 

house without the consent of the Moderator. 
#9 All business shall be brought before the 

Body by the Business Committee and shall be 
disposed of by the Body. 

#10 No Brother shall be interrupted while 
spe~king,unless he departs from the subjec t 
under discussion,or uses words of personal 
reflection. 

~ 11 No pe r son shall be allowed to speak more 
than twice on same aubject,nor more than ten 
minutes each time,without permission of Moderator. 

# 12 Only one person shall be allowed to 
s peak at a time and he must s tand and address 
the Moderator. 
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#1---Songs 

.¥2---Prayer 

MODERATOR'S OUTLINE 

#3---Remarks by ModPrator 

#4---Meeting Called into Session by the Clerk 

#5---Reading Committee appointed by Moderator 

#6--Letters read and Delegates seated 

7/7- -Reading Of Minutes( Semi-Annual Only) 

~8---Commtttees appointed by Moderator 

Reading 

Devotional 

Temperance(Annual Only) 

Sunday S~hool(Annual Only) 

Deceased(Annual Only) 

Auditing(Annual Only) 

Business(for ones absent) 

Ordaining (for ones absent) 

~9---Report Of Devotional Committee 

#1 0--Son:~s and Testimonies may be used while 
Commitees are out in the morning 

#11--Preaching at 11 :00 A • . N. 
#12--Luneh from 12:00 Noon to 1:00 P.M. 
#13--Songs to start the afternoon session 

#14--Committee's Report 

#15--Use time for short messages while 

Committees are out 

# 16--0rdaining(when needed) 

#17--Motion for Ajournment 
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