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MINUTES 

OF THE 

THIRTIETH ANNUAL SESSION 

OF THE 

,CAHABA RIVER 

Free Will Bapllst Association, 
-HELD WITH-

Meadows Chapel, Brookside, Jef-ferson Co., Ala., 

OCTOBER 5th, 6th and 7th, 1907. 

OFFICERS: 
N. M. DAVIS 
W).f. T. KENDRICK 

J. R. WEAVER -

Moderator 
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:vfount Pleasant Church, Perrv Co., Ala., be­

ginning Friday night before the third 
Sunday in Oct., 1908,7, p.m . 
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PROCEEDINGS 
-OF THE--

CAHABA RIVER ASSOCIATION. 

The thir,tieth annual session ofthe Cahaba River Free 
Will Baptist Association convened with l\Ieadows Chap. 
el, near Brookside, Jefferson Co., Ala., Oct. 5th, 1907, 
at 8 o'clock, a. m. 

The clerk being absent, the body was called to order 
by the former moderator, Rev. N. M. DaYis, who ap.. 
pointed Bro. J. R. Weaver as temporary clerk. 

After the devotional exen:ises, the roll of churches was 
aalled and the delegates enrolled: 

Union Hill-G. D. B. Isbell, J. R. Weldon , S. H. Collins. 
P ilgrim Rest-W. R. Weaver, E. C. Houston. 
P leasant Valley-L. R. Kendrick, J. M. Shirley, A. J. 

Davis. 
~ew Hope-J. R. WeaYer . 
.}1ount Pleasant-T. W. Jones, Jr. 
Tabernacle-not represented. 
P leasant Hill-G. W. Hollis, I. H. Hollis. 
::\deadow's Chapel-]. D. Dempsey, J. F. Dempsey. 
Welcome-]. D. Warren, A. B. Davis. 
McCalla-E. T. Kendrick, J. W. Moore. 
Bethel-not represented. 
The moderator appointed Bros. T. W. Jones, Jr., and 

G. W. Hollis to read the letters from the several church­
es. After the reading, the body went into the election 
of a permanent moderator and temporary clerk, result­
ing in the election of Rev. N. M. Davis by acclamation 
as moderator, and Bro. J. R. Weaver as temporary 
clerk. 

The moderator, after inviting visiting brethren to 
seats with us, called for corresponding representatives. 
~one present. 
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T he door of the associatio n w as openeu fo r t he recep­
tion of new churches. (1\o petiti ons. ) 

B · motion, the cha ir a ppointed the seyeraJ committee8 : 
De\·otion-I. H. H ollis, J. M. Shirley a nd J . F. Dem -

sey, deacon of Mea dow' s Chapel. 
Business-E. T . Kendrick , W . R. Weayer , J. D. Demp­

sey . 
Family Religio:1-L. R. K enrlri€k, J. W . .:Vloore, J. I '. 

W arren. 
Sabbath Schools-}. R. Weld on , A. B. Dm·is , G. D. B. 

Isbell. 
Literature-}. M. Shirley, G. W. Hollis , A. J. Davis. 
Temperance-Ezekiel Isbell, A. J. Davis, T. W. J ones, 

Jr. 
Education-T. \V. Jones, Sr., G. W. H ollis, S . H. Col­

lin s. 
Condition of the country-S. H. Collins, T. W. J ones, 

J r., A. B. Davis. 
Deceased Members-}. F. Dempsey, J. H .. Weldon, J. 

R . \Vem·er. 
,' tanding of the Ministry-}. R. Weldon, J. M . Shiriey, 

A. B. Davis. 
By motion the body was declared adjourned unt il 

1:30, p. 111. 

r ht introductory serm ~n was preached by ReY. Eze­
k iel Isbell at 11 o'clock, a. m., text, I. Cor. 10:1 2. 
"Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall." Followed by Rev. N. M. Davis. P ra yet 
by Bra A. J. Dav1s. The sermon was effectin and 
w e:! received. 

Aftel'Hoon Sessim1. 

T he body met persuant to adjournment. The h ouse 
w a s called to order by the cleric The m oderator read 
t .be 19 th Psalm, after which prayer \va s led by the 
m odera tor. After singing the moderator im·ited Yisi t­
ing brethren to sea.ts \\'ith us . 

• • 
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By motion, a report was called for, from the delegates 
who attended the state convention. The moderator 
then called for a partial report from the business cut~­
mittce, \vhich was read and recei\·ed. 

\\'e, your eomm!ttee on business, report as follov•s: 
After examining the letters from the several churehe::. 
we find one not rcprescnterl-Bethe:l-\\'e rccommenc 
that thi" body take notice ofsamc. We find a request 
fnm \\' e!come church, asking· that Bro. W. ::\I. Chad­
,, ·i d~ he granted license to preach; we recomrncncl action 
on same. E. T. l(E.'\I>RICK, Chm. 

By motion, Bros. J. F. Dempsey and W. R. Weaver 
were gr~mted tcm porary leave of absence. 

On motion by Bro. J.D. Warren, the resolution offered 
by Bro. J. I{. \Veaver t o raise money for the mission 
funrl, was adopted. (See resoluLon :Xo. 1.) 

H.e\·. L. F. Black, of the ::\leming Star Association, 
\Vas introd uced and invited to be seated with us. 

l)n motion by Bro. G. D. B. Isbell, Bethel church was 
referred to the chairman of the executive committee. 

On motion by Rev. T. W. Jones, the request of Bro. 
W. M. Chadwick for license to preach, was referred to 
the ~1inisters · Conference. 

On motim: by Bro. I. H. Hollis, the body adjourned 
to meet at ~ o'clock }londay morning, Oct . 7th. 

l'rayer service at G: :-30, conducteC. by Bro. A.J. DaYis; 
~atunlay night, preaching at 7: 30 by ReY. T. W.Jones, 
t ex t, }latt. 25: 10. 

Sunday m vrning at 9: 30, prayer service conducted by 
Bro. J. I{. '\Veaver. The doctrinal sermon was preached 
at 11, a.m., by Rc\'. X. l\1. Davis, text, Ex. 14: 15, 
"Speak nnto the children of Israel, t hat they go for­
ward," tollowecl by Rev. T. W. Jones. The sermon was 
~ifectin~, and forceably presented. At the conclusion of 
the seniceclinnerwasserved on the ground. At±o'clock, 
p.m., preaching_ by I{ev. L. F . Black, text, Luke 21:29 . 
.-H 7, p.m., preaching by l{eY. T. \V. Jones, text, Heb . 
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2: 3, "How shall·we escape if\Ye neglect so greatsaha­
tion." After preaching, communion and feet-washing. 

J\Iowlay, Oct. 7th. 

The body met pursuant to adjournment. 
The bouse was called to order by the clerk, all dele­

gates being present at the roll call. 
The moderator read the 127th Psalm, after which 

prayer was led by Bro. I. H. Hollis. The mouerator 
then invited visiting brethren to seats with us. 

On motio~ by Rev. E. Isbell, Bro. S. W. Lane was in­
troduced as music teacher, representing the Eureka 
Publishing Co. 

By motion, the minutes were read, and approved. 
By motion, the report of the chairman of the borne 

mission committee was called for. He reported as tal­
lows: 

DEAR BRETHREN: For lack of sufficient means to push 
work, there has not been any mission work done except 
some investigating I had done by Rev. W. A. ):elson, 
and some work done by Rev. N. M. Davis near Helena, 
Ala. I had calls from no one in or outside of the asso-
ciation. Respectfully submitted, 

J. R. WEAVER, Chm. 
On motion, Bro. J. R. Weaverwasre-electedchairman 

of the home mission committee. 
By motion, resolution No. 2, was adopted. (See res­

olution, No. 2.) 
By motion, the final report of the business committee 

was received. They report as follows: 
We see the need of more ministerial work at Mead­

ow's Chapel and recommend same for your considera­
tion. We received a petitionary letter from Tabernacle 
requesting ministerial aid which we refer to you for 
your consideration. E. T. KmmmcK, Chm. 

By motion, the question of ministerial aid for Me :tel­
ow's Chapel was referred to the chairman of the mission 
committee. 

.. 
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By motion, the request of Tabernacle for mmts "'t:ia 
aid was referred to the chairman of the missioll com­
mittee. 

On motion, the hocly adjourned to meet at+ o ... claek , 
p. m. 

Aftcrnoou Session. 

The body met pursuant t o adjournment. The hOU!ie 
w a s cal!ed to order by the clerk. 

By motion, the treasurer's report w a s called: ~or 
which was read and receiyed. (See report. ) 

On motion, the clerk \vas authorized to have <!01 
minutes printed and draw $G.OO from the treasury foe 
his serh·ce. 

On motion, ReYs. ~. 11. Davis, J. H. Grimes a nd Wm:. 
T. Kendrick was appointed to write up the obituary of 
Bro. _R. L. Kendrick, an:'! have same published in he 
FREE \VILL BAPTJST, Ayden, N.C. 

Mount Pleasant church was selected as the place tcr 
bold the next annual meeting of this body. 

On motion, the moderator appoint an auditino- com­
mittee a t each session of this body. 

On motion, the selection of ministers to preack thf: 
introductory and doctrinal sermons be left witlt t[te 
devotional committee, to be appointed at the nex:t ses­
sioo. 

On motion. a vote of thanks was tendered the duuclt: 
and comm~:nity for their good care while among tftem.-. 

On motion. the body was called to prayer and th.ana 
t o the blessed Master, for his love and presence '-dlile­
t ogether. 

After which the body adjourned to meet with Mount 
Pleasant church, Perry, Co., Ala., on Friday at '[ 
o'clock, p. m., before the third Sunday in Oct., 19 -. 

REv. N. M. DAvis, Moderato'._..-. 
J. R. WEAVER, Clerk. 



RESOLU1'10. 'S BY J. U. ""\YEA YI~r. 

Rrsolnd 1, That this association ask a contribution 
of an :tverage of 011e dollar per head from each member 
of the seyeral churches composing this association for 
the JXJission fund; also that the delegatrs of each church 
press tJ1e need of this contribution and the same be 
pJmru in hands of the association treasurer hy Dec. 1st, 
1907. 

J{esoh·ed 2, That all money tor the associational fu nd 
l>c jn tbe hands of the treasu-rer by Sept. 1st, preceding 
eaclJ a sociation. 

IU:POl-t'J':S OF COI\ll\IJT'l'EES. 

F.\~trLY RELIGION -Y..!e. your committee on Family 
l~tli,~;ion, beg leaYe to submit the following: We regret 
to say that the religious influence in a great majority of 
our homes is far from what it should be. The \YOrld is 
on .a rush for conquest, power, v,·ealth and fame. The 
JJTOf sed Christian, to a great extent, has caught the 
inspiration and is trying to keep up and leaving God 
ou of the matter. Dear brethren, let us stop and think 
serjonsly. The home is the nursery, the place to lay the 

,:founilation on which rests the hope of our country and 
J:}Je success of our religious work. Train a child to honor 
Goo, to 10\·e and obey his parents and ·when he becomes 
old be will not depart from it. On this foundation rests 
tht :hope of our political a:>d religious liberty and the 
!iah:ation ofthe world. Except God build the house, 
the)· that build it will build in vain. Let us start right, 
trmt in the Lord and he will bring it to pass. Give him 
tl.1e glory and he wiil supply the mtans to carry on the 
gnat \York and we can go up and possess the land. 

Respectful! y su hm i ttecl, 
L. R. Kmmr.rcK, Chm. 

::i.\.CBATH ScHOOLS -liVe, your committee on Sabbath 
Sdwo ls, beg leave to submit the follovving: 

Tl1e Sabbath School is the dressing chamber of the 
-rhurch. Its purpose connected with that of a Christian 
borne is to teach a child that there is a God; that he is 
n -erla.sting; that he is the Creator of all things; that the 
Bjb]e is his word; that he is to be loved, hon0red and 
obeyed through his Son, Jesus Christ, who .:arne icto 
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the ,,·orlll, suffered and died on Cah·ary, that he '.Vas 
buried, that be arose and in due time as<:enclecl into 
hcaYen, thereby making a way of love, <:omfort,joy and 
happiness inexpressible for all those who a<:cept the 
promises of his \YOrcl. This knov...Jedge, spiritua lk ap­
plied . giYes us regeneration whi<:h exposes rhe hidden 
b<:autics ofthe diamond in the rough, giving us orna­
ments in the church, sunshine in place of darkness, hearts 
loving anc1 trusting God, hands ready to obey his \\·ord, 
teet walking in the highway made by the blood ofJesus, 
tl:c model <:haracter of purity and perfection. Hence the 
tinishecl prod uct of a Sabbath School thus co ducted is 
a p ure <:01\sccrated Christian character. 

E. C. Hot'STON, Chm. 
LITE RA 'lTRE .-We, your <:ommittee on Literature, beg 

le::tve to submit the following: 
Realizing that the study of literature has a great in­

ilucncc in molding the mind, we recommend that parents 
t &kc more care in the selection of literature tor their 
children. We recommend the study of the Bible more in 
our homes as it is the best of all litera.ture. We also 
r ecommend that each church use ourS. S.literature and 
that the FREE \\'ILL BAPTIST of Ayden, i\. C., be aclopt-
e J as our organ. J. M. SHIRLEY, Chm. 
TE~II'ERANCE.-We, your committee on Temperance, 

beg le<we to submit the following: 
Temperance marks the model man, the lLIOdel home 

and the model church; intemperance in any form will 
wreck e\·ery one that participates in it. To inculcate 
the principles of Christian temperance, \Ye must control 
our habits, we must watch as well as pray, and by pre­
<:ept and example teach men to Jiyeabovethedegrading 
w ays of intemperance. 'Ne condemn the licening or le­
gali;~ing by law the sale of intoxicating liquors, and as 
Christians and yoters, let us cast our ballots and influ­
ences against it. The religion of the Lord Jesus Christ 
w ill correct this e\·il of intemperance. Let us do ali in 
our power t o master this great sin and God will give us 
the victory. REY. E. !snELL, Chm. 

EDl'CATION.-vVe, your committee on Education, beg 
leave to submit the following; 

The call of the Master demands that we educate. Ed­
ucation broadens the mind and creates a gro>vth in 
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knO\vleclge. \\'e should educate ourselves litera lly and 
spiritually. ~eyer has knowledge been so imperiti\·ely 
needed as it is today. The hventieth century opened 
with practically every approach t:o success barred to 
him who is not equipped \Yith accurate information of 
the most varied kinds. It is no longer sufficient for one 
to be trained merely for some special calling. He who 
succt·cds must haYe that inner power which comes only 
from the possession of an education broad and diversi-
fied enough to enable him to overcome eyery obstacle in ,. 
life's path. A practical education is the greatest wealth 
that man or woman may possess. It is a property that 
cannot be alienated, yet one that may be shared with 
others without loss. Education is the legacy that all 
good parents !ohould bequeat'1 to their children. ~tis an 
im·estment that all should !'eek, especially the young; 
yet so many kinds of information are required that no 
school or college supplies enough. "Self made" means 
more than ever. Much of the most useful knowledge is 
that which is acquired in careful home study to ·which 
we should all deYote a few moments daily. 

Respectfully submitted, 
REv. T. W. jONES, Chm. 

CoNDITIO~ OF THE Coc~TRY.-We, your committee on 
tbe condition of the couutry, beg leave to submit the 
following: 

The financial condition of our country is in a growing 
and thriving condition, but ;;ot as good as could be. 
Our country is growing spiritually better day by day, 
but not as fast as it should. We cannot wonder <tt the 
many disasters which has caused so much distruction 
oflife and property. We have gone down by thousands 
by our dif'obedience. Let us first seek the kingdom of 
God and all things will be added May we as Free \\'ill 
Baptists stand boldly for a converted church member. 
ship. S. L. CoLLINS, Chm. 

DECEASED MEl\IRERS.-We, your committee on de­
ct>ased members, beg ]eave to submit the following: 

We find that six of our number have passed a\Yay, 
leaving the brightest hopes ot a glorious future. \\'bile 
we bow in humble submission to him that doeth all 
things well, we realize that our loss is heaven's gain. 

]. R. WELDON, Chm. 
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STANDJXG OF THE MlNlSTRY.-vVe, your committee on 
th ~ standing o: the ministry, beg leave to submit tlH' 
fol k, >ving: 

We find that a ll of our ministers are in good standing-.,. 
as such we recom mend that certificates ot good stand­
ing be granted each of them for twelve months. 

]. M. SHJRLEY, Chm. 

TREASURJ~WS l'tEPORT. 

Received fro m R. L. Kendrick, former treasurer, $57.1 .5 
Received from New Hope 1.62 
Received from Pleasant Valley 10.67 
Received from Pleasant Hill l .l v ' 
Received from Union Hill 6.0 
Received from Welcome 3.00 
Received from Mount P leasant 2 .00 · 
Received from Pilgrim Rest .2f> 
Receiveci from 1\IcCalla 1 .5 · 
Received from Meadow's Chapel 1 .00 

Total 
Disbursements: 

Rev. W. A. Nelson, 
Rev. \V ood Springfield 
Rev. Wm. T. Kendri..:k, 
Rev. N. ~.Davis 
Ledger, 

Total , 

Ballance on hand, 

$10.00 
10.00 

6.,80 
7.17 

.40 

$84.29. 

34.37 

$49.92' 
J. R. WEA YER, Treas. 

lUlNISTERS' CONFJ~RJ~NCE. 

The ministers' conference convened with :\Ieadow ' 
Chapel, near Brookside, Jefferson Co., Ala., Saturday 
night, Oct. 5th, 1~07 . The conference was called to . 
order by Rev. N. M. Davis. 

The first business was to elect a chairman and dcr:k . 
Rev. T. W. Jones was elected chairman and Bro. G.'\ 
H ollis was elected clerk. 
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:\Iinistcrs present, J. J. :\finer, T. \V. Jones, 1 • M. 
D~n·is, Ezekiel I sb<.:ll, \\" m. T . Ke:1clrick by letter; absent , 
J. H. (~rimes, D. L. Baker, W. J. \ 'es t. Licentia tes, W. 
:\I. \Velt1o11 . 

On motion, l(c,·. L. F. Black of the ~.Jorning Star As­
:::: ociation was receiYed and im·ited to scat ,,·ith us. 
Each minister was then called upon t o repo rt t he work 
fur the past year, which wa res oncled to by all pres­
ent. 

Un motion, W. J. \ 'est, and W. :\1. \Veldon ' ·ere re­
tained on the roll for another year. 

Un motion, the YCrbal reports from D. L. Baker and 
J. H. Grimes was receind . 

Onmotic;n. this conference sustaineci. the action of the 
called conference in ;\1arch, 1006. 

011 motion, S. H. Collins and W. 1\1. Chadwick were 
li ·cnsed to preach for one year as per discipline. 

On motion, the conference adjourned t o meet on Sat­
urday night embraceing our next association in 1908, 
with Mount Pleasant church, Perry county, Ala. 

, T. W. } 01\E:;, Chairman. 
G. W. IIoLus, Clerk. 

JnL'I ''l'EIUAJ, HOLL. 

l(cv. D. L. Baker, .................. Sterrett.. ..................... Ala . 
l(ev. N. M.Davis, .................. Coalvilk ..................... " 
ReY. T. H. Grimes .................. Coalville ..................... " 
Rev. ·T. W. Joncs ................... Sprott.. ....................... " 
l(e\·. Ezekiel l!'bell. ................ Vandiver ................... .. " 
Rev. Wm. T. Kendrick .......... McCalla ...................... " 
HeY. J. J. i\-1iner, .................... Vandiver .. .................. . " 
l(ev. W. J. Vest.. ................... Pratt City .................. " 

Lit'ensetl 1Uinisters. 

\V. l\I. Chadwick .............. : ............................................ . 
Samuel H. Collins ................. Vandiver ..................... Aia. 
\V.l\1. \\'eld on ......... ...... ....... \'d.ndiver ..................... " 

r 
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( l-1 L:HCil CLJ~Hl\:S X.~ D ADDIU.:SSES. 

l'Jeao:ant \'alley ....... A. J. Da ,·is ......... Coalville ......... Ala. 
On:u 1 Hi!l. ........ ...... Sam Collins ....... \'andiver ........ " 
Pilgrim's I\ est.. ....... W. R. \Yea ,·er .... Aldrich ........... " 
Mt. I'!easant.. ......... L. \\·. \'oung ..... Addler ............ " 
Wel :ome ............. ..... T. F.Little ......... Chadwick ....... " 
Bethel .......... ............ ) .. ndre\\' Wallace Bethlehem ...... " 
Pleasant Hill. .......... J. II. Harris ...... Brompton ...... " 
New Hnpe ................ _r. R. \\'c ~1xer ...... West Blocton .. " 
Ta berna<:le, .............. Hev,rey Sewell ... Pratt City ...... " 
Mea o·.v's Chapel. .. .J. F. Dempsey ... Brookside ....... " 

AUTJCLES OF FAITH. 

1. THE Br BLE.-The Scriptures of the Old ancl :\ew 
Testaments were .s:-i,·en ~.::.r in!'pil ation of God, and are 
our inf dlib:e rule of faith and practice. 

2. Guu.- There is one living and true God, revealed 
in na~u:-e the Creato r, Preserver, and righteous Go,·~ 
ern or of the uniyerse, and m the ~criptures as Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, yet as one God infinitely wise and 
good, whom all intelligent creatures are supremely to 
love, adore and obey. 

3. CHRIST.-Christ is God manifested in the flesh; in 
His Divir::e nature truly God, in His human nature truly 
man. The mediator between God and man, once cruci­
fied, he is now risen and glorified ar.d is our e\·er pn:s~ 
cot 'ayior and Lorcl. 

4. T HE HoLY SPIRIT.-The Scriptures assign to the 
H oly 'pirit all the attributes of God. He is the repro,~~ 
cr. co-nforter, .!wide and sanctifier of men. 

G. THE GoYER:-\:\1E:-\T CF Gon.-God exercises a wi!'e-
, , aod hene,·olent proYictence OYer all beings and all 

things by maintaining the constitution and laws of na~ 
ture. He also performs special acts of grace, not other~ 
wi~e proYid ing for as ~he highest welfare of man re~ 
q Lnres. 

G. THE SI:-.:FULKESS OF M AN.-Man was created in~ 
nocent, but bv disobedience fell into a state of sin and 
condemnation . His posterity therefore ir.herit a fallen 
nature of each t':nclencies that all who come to the 
years 0f accountability, sin and become guilty befortx 
God . 



7. THE WoRK oP CHRIST.-The Son of God by his in­
·aroation, life, sufferings, dea th and resurrection effect­
ed fo r all a rede;uption from sin that is full and free, 
and is the ground of salvation by faith . 

. THE TERMS OF S.\.LYATION.-The conditions ofsal­
v ation: , 1. Repentance or sincere sorrow for sin and 
hearty renunciation of it. 2. Faith or unreserved com. 
mittal of one's self to Christ as Savior and Lord with 
purpo se to love and obey him in all things. In the ex­
ercise of saving faith the !"Oul is renewed by the Holy 
Spirit, freed from the dominion of sin and becomes a 
c~ild of God. 3. Continuance in faith and ob!.'dience 
until death. 

9. ELECTION.-Gor1 dttermined from the beginning 
t:o save all who should comply with the conditions of 

a.lvation. Hence bv faith in Christ men become his 
. dt.'Ct. ~ 

10. FREEDOM OF THE WILL.-The human will !s fr~e 
.and self-controlled, having power to yield . to the in­
fluence of the truth and the spirit, or to resist them and 
perish. 

11. SALVATION FREE.-God desires the salvation of 
ali, the Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with 

.all, and whosoever will, may come and take of the wa­
ter of li~ freely. 

12. PERSEVERANCE.-All bdie,·ers in Christ, who 
··through ·grace persevere iu holiness to the end of life, 
.have prom is<! of sah·ation. 

13. GosPEL ORDINANCEs.-Baptism or the immersion 
·of oeEevers in water, and the Lord's Supper are ordin­
ances to be perpetuated under the Go3pel; of univet;Sa l 
obligation, and to be administered to all true believers. 

1-i. THE CHRISTIAN SABDATH.-The divine law re­
q uires that one day in seven be set apart from secular 
employment and amusements for rest, worship, holy 
works and activities, and for personal communion with 
~~- I . 

13. RESCRRECTION, j UDGEMENT AND FINAL RETRIBU­
Tl0:-.1.-The Scriptures te<tch the resurrection of all men 
a.t the last day. They that have done good will ,:orne 
forth to the resurrection of life, nd they that have 
<lone 'ill unto the resurrection o judgment; then the 

\.Wicked will "go away into etern l punishment, but the 

\ 
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righteous into eternal life." John 5:29, revise:'! version; 
Matt, 25:46. 

CUt:nCH COY.E:NANT. 

Having gi\·en ourselves to God, byfaithinChrist,and 
adopted the ·word ofGod as our rule of faith and prac­
tice, we no\v give ourselves to one another by the will 
of God in this solemn connant. We promise by his 
gra<'e t o love and obey him in all things, to avoid all 
appearance of evil, to abstain from all sinful amuse­
ments and unholy conformity to the world; from all 
sanction ofthe use and sale of intoxicating beveragts, 
and to "provide things honest in the sight of all men. 1' 

We agree taithfully to di'Scharge our obligations in 
reference to the study of the Scriptures. secret prayer, 
family devotions, and social worship; and by self. denial, 
faith and good works endeavor to "grow in grace and 
the knowledge of our Lord and Savtor Jesus Christ." 
We will not forget the assembling of ourselves together 
for chun;p conferences, public worship and the observ­
an 'e of the ordinances of the Gospe:, nor fail to pay ac­
cording to our ability for the support of the church, of 
its poor, and all its benevolent work. We agree to ac­
cept Christian admonition and reproof with meekness, 
and to watch over one another in love, endeavoriug to 
"keep the unity of the Spirit" in the bond of peace, to be 
careful of one another's happiness and reputation, and 
seek to strengthtn the weak, encourage the afflicted, 
admonish the erring and as far as we are able promote 
the success of the church and of the Gospel. We will 
everywhere hold Christian principles sacred and Christ­
ian obligations and enterprises supreme, counting it 
our chief business in life to extend the influence of Christ 
in society; constantly praying and toiling that the 
kingdom of God may come, and his will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. 

To this end we agree to labor tor the the promotion 
of educational and denominational enterprises, the sup­
port of missions, the success of Sabbath Schools and 
nangelistic efforts for the sah·ation of souls and the 
conversion ofthe \-vorlcl. And may the God of peace 
sanctify us wholly, and preserve us blameless unto the 
coming of our Lord] esus Christ. 
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