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PROCEEDINGS 

The seventy-third annual session of the Cahaba River Free Will 
3aptist Association met with North Birmingham Church at 2808 North 
i2nd Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, on October 4th, 1951, at 7:00 p.m. 

The serv.:ce began with congregational songs, No. 132 'I'm Going 
That Way," and No. 133 "The Unseen Hand." A united prayer at the 
:tltar as the saints of God praised him for this gathering and asked his 
:>lessings on this conference. 

Welcome address by the pastor, Elder J. W. Marlow. 
A great blessing was had in song as Sister Ruth Brake from the 

Lindburgh ~ang two specials, "Since J esus Came," and "I've Got the 
Jld Time Religion." 

THURSDAY NIGHT, OCTOBER 4TH, 7:00 P .M. 
The clerk called this the seventy-third session of the conference to 

)rder and turned service over to moderator, Elder H. L . Mitchell, who 
;ave delegates and visitors hearty welcome and outlined principles of 
the conference. He asked each one present to read Ephesians 4 Chapter 
~cr motto. 

Elder Dewey Isbell conducted devotional service. The subject: An 
:w erflow of the spirit and Growing in Grace. It was indeed a heart­
!ifting message after which a testimony service followed with a mighty 
sc rit of praise and much rejoicing. Song No. 62 "Throw Out the Life 
Line" was sung and Elder J. J . Staab brought the evening message. 

His subject, Freedom of the Will and some of the scriptures used 
were, Matt. 7:21, 14:18, J as. 2:24, Jno. 6:40, Deut. 30 :19, Luke 13:5, II 
8hron. 2.9:50, Isaiah 55, and Rev. 22 :17. A very enlightening and inspir­
ng message. 

Song No. 63 "Heaven Holds All to Me" and prayer of consecration 
)y the assembled body. 

Pastor of the church placed delegates at this time. 
Song No. 326 "All Hail the P ower of J esus Name." 
Dismissed in prayer by Elder J ames Elmore pastor of East Thomas 

free Will Baptist Church . 

FRIDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 5, 9:00 A.l\'1. 

Service began by singing several good congregational songs. All 
>tood in a moment of silent prayer asking that each of us be led by the 
;>ower of the spirit of om· Lord through this day. Prayer concluded by 
:l:lder Dewey Isbell. 

Conference called to order by the clerk. The moderator called for 
Lct lers of Churches represented. 

Letters given to credential committee: Charles R. Dean, Chairman, 
~d Goodwin and Elder Elige Isbell . 

Devotional Service conducted by Elder Earl Isbell, reading J no. 14 . 
Welcome address by Pastor, Elder J. W. Marlow. 
Response of delegates given by Elder R. H. Howard. 
Credential committee report all letters in proper form and order . 
Letters read by Charles R. Dean and J. W. Marlow. 
UNION HILL: Delegates, Bro. Austin Parker and Sister Onnia 

?arker. 
OAK GROVE: Bro. Sam F ranklin, Bro. Amos and Sister Sam Byrd. 
SHADY GROVE: J. B. Goolsby, Hubert Petrillo and Earl Carroll. 

R NORTH BIRMINGHAM: A. M. Cagle, Rumell Kimbrough, Willie 
uth Nichols. 

PLEASANT VALLEY: Sisters L. W. Kendrick and Carolyn K endrick. 
) _DAVIS CHAPEL: Sisters Ola H oward, Freda Stokes and L enora 

av1s. 

) FAIRVIEW: Sisters Beckie H arris, Ora McCreless, Neita Day and 
orothy Goodwin. 

:l' kBE.THEL: Bro. Charlie Boothe, Sister Henry Pickett and Deliska • 1c ett. 
Md 1p'. PLEASANT: Bros. Roy L. H odgens, Sidney Dunkin, Sisters L ula m eggy Jones. 

M'l'. OLIVE: Bro. Chester Isbell, Sisters Mirtie Spruell, Betty 



.. 

[sbell and Esther Minor. . 
LINDBURGH: Sisters Gladys Reeves, Mae Powell and Mary Rollms. 
SYLACAUGA: Sisters Troy Kenrlrick, Lela Harmon, Lena Brazzell, 

md Bro. Robert Armstrong . 
After letters were read and accepted the delegates were seated and 

,risiting districts and associations were invited to seats. 

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES 
Devotional: Sisters L. W. Kendrick, Lela Harmon and Ora Mc-

:reless. Ch R 
Credential and Standing of Ministry: Bro. A. L. Harmon, as. . 

Jean Charles Boothe and J. B. Goolsby. 
Business Committee: Earl Isbell, R. H. Heward, H. T. Rogers, Ed. 

:loodwin. 
Ordaining Council: J . W. Marlow, C. R. Dean, A. L. Harmon, James 

?ickett and W. R. Parker. , 
Resolutions: Sisters Mary McSpadden, Ora McCreless and Sis. 

\1eeks. 
F·amily Religion: Peggy J ones, Carolyn Kendrick and Dorothy 

::rood win. 
Sunday School: s:sters L. W. Kendrick, Neita Day, and Myrtie 

3pruell. . . N' h 1 
Deceased Members: Sister Rumell Kimbrough, W1lhe Ruth IC o s 

md Robert Armstrong. . 
Temperance: Sisters Lela Harmon, Armstrong and Harns. 
Intermission for 10 minutes. Adjourn until 1:30 P.M. 

11:00 A.l\'1. SERVICE 
Worship Service began by singing No. 33 "An Emp~y Mansion" and 

the entire body gathered around the altar for the heahng of the body 
Jf Elder Roy Johnson, Pastor of Oak Grove Church. 

Devotion conducted by Brother Robert Armstrong of Sylacauga. A 
very spiritual service and hearts. were blessed as te~timonies were 
overflowing with the love and prmse of our Blessed Sav10r. 

Song No. 132 "I'm Going That Way" and the 11:00 A. M. Message 
deliveted by the Elder Elige Isbell reading from I. ~ohn 1:7. As the 
3peaker yielded himself to the power of the Holy Spint our souls were 
fed from the word of God and all were blessed. 

Songs No. 179 "I'll Fly Away" and No. 178 "Wonderful Jesus" were 
;ung. . . 

Service concluded by Bro. Robert Armstrong leadmg m praJ-:er. 
NOON: Lunch, a bountiful supply of nourishments were supplied by 

ladies of church and community under the trees at rear <?f church and 
~reatly enjoyed as old friends met and talked of the blessmgs bestowed 
1pon us by our Lord. 

1:30 P.M.: Service began by singing Song No. 54 "There's An All 
Seeing Eye," prayer by Elder James Elmore. pastor of East Thomas 
Church 

WOl\1EN'S AUXILIARY 

Sister Joe Brazzell, President was not present so Sister H. L. 
Mitchell acted as President at this session. Song No. 141 "Hold to God's 
Unchanging Hand" was sung. 

Letters called for and read by Sister Mary McSpadden. . 
A motion io receive letters and seat delegates was earned. 
A special song by Sister Willie Ruth Nichols, "C?ne Day." 
Reading was from the book of Job, prayer by Sister H. L. Mitchell. 
Song No. 8 "Draw Me Nearer." 
A good talk on works of the Auxiliary and blessings it brings by 

each of the following: Sister A. L. Harmon, J .. w. JVIarlov;.', Rumell 
Kimbrough, Sister Meeks, Alcerta Hughley, Euruce Dill , S1ster Holt, 
Sisters Willie Ruth Nichols, Harris. Webb and Mary McSpadden. 

A motion to retain same officers as last year. Seconded and ap­
proved. A collection of $11.50 received for Children's Home as Song 
No. 6 "Love Lifted Me'' was sung. 

• 

Song No. 128 "There'll B e Shouting On the Hills" as all stood and Fhook hands. 
Dismissed by prayer by Sister L. W. Kendrick. 
Announcement cf following services several good testimonies and 

so_ng No. 22 "Since Jesus Came Into My ' Heart." Elder Troy Engle dis­
missed body by prayer. 

F RI DAY NIGHT, 6 :00 P .M. 
S~n:ice began by singing several good congregational hymns 
M1m.sters and Deacons called to order by clerk, H. A. McSpadden 

after "Yh1ch the moderator, Elder J . W. Marlow proceeded with meeting' 
. .Minutes of last conference and by-laws read and a'dopted ali 

Mm1sters and Deaco!"l-:> nsserr b~r d ia chc ir. 
A tes~ of fellowship and greetings of the brethren were had while 

congregation sang "~!!- pnclouded Day,'' prayer by Bro. Charles Boothe 
New. Members JOmmg conference were Elder W. R. Parker, H. H: 

Blanchard,. E. L. Isbe_ll, Troy Eng!e an.d Bro. Charles Boothe, deacon. 
A motion to receive the Brethren 1n full fellowship into the con­

ference was ~;cep.ted a_nd the .right ha~:d of fellowship were given as 
song No. 150 :frais ~. Him, Praise Him" was sung. 

Talks on dzscuss10n of the Scripture and ways and means to better 
unde, [f. nd 2nd preser:t same. 

E!da Dewey Iscc.l read script.t.:res I Timothy 1:14, I Peter 1:1-11, 
and gave a good talk on same whiCh was discussed by several of the 
o her Brethren present. 

Elder W. H. Rylan-:J, President of the Children's Home gave a good 
ta~k on the above scr. pt~res and ways and means of improving fellow­
ship among the Free Will Baptist Ministry. 

Elder J. J. Sta.bb spoke o~ t~e National Radio Broadcast to be con­
d~cted by the National Associatwn of the Free Will Baptist beginning 
a ,out Janu~ry 1st, 1952, named the F TEe Will Hour and to be con­
aucted the firs.t 13 weeks by the Rev. Floyd B. Cherry of North Carolina 
and the go_od 1t would do the Free Will Baptist. 

A mot~on a~d seco~d that the body select a subject to be discussed next year m this meetmg. 
Subject: "The Christian Sabbath." 

time~etters of Ministry were called for and given to the clerk at this 

The same officers were retained by motion of the body. 
Elder J. W. Marlow-Moderator 
Elder H. L. Mitchell-Assistant 
Adjoutn. 

FRIDAY NIGHT, OCTOBER 5, 7 :30 P .M. 

p~ tr~vden~? ?J'prship started with a special by Bro. and Sister Sidney 
.,_r 1 g~, R1dmg the Range for J esus." 

"N C1h2°81r .. SSongs. No. 204 "I'd Rather be an Old Time Christian" and 
o. houtmg on the Hills of Glory." 

the Eldaker W. H. Ry~ and, Su; t. of Chikren's Home was introduced as spe er of the hour. 

Fre B~~her Ry.land spoke o~ several subjects in connection with the 
eff e 

1M Baptist and the things we are accomplishing by our united 
an3r;f~o e also announced the ~t~te Association at Millport, Alabama, 
of Siste ~li a ,good !eport of VISit to the Nashville College especially 
envi, r 1t ey s testimony of leaving the United States and all of its 
to h~~~~n 5 t.o1:1 a thatch hut infested with lizzards and scorpions 
she knelt e Pflvl ege to carry t~e gcspel to the Cuban people. How 
to God H dolwn t ~Y a stump bes1de her hut and consecrated her life 
have h~ar~ a so 0 d how the gospel has spread in Cuba. Many thousand 
been built a~dd g ~c~ep\ed the go~p~l through their work. A college has 
the gospel and 5~ a ~~ ~ have fimshe~ and are on the field preaching 

Th veia ave enrolled m the Nashville College. 
blessinges 1~oids bof. ou_r support of . the Children's liome and th~ many 

The rmgmg to the children. 
good of the Coupons in supplying the needs of the home. 



Talk on and for the support of the Free W~ll Baptist paper. printed 
by the State Association. o~ the _Free Will Baptist, ~~ a very mterest­
ing message on Rome Miss~o:1s m Ali::!bama of orgaruzmg ~ew churches 
and carrying the gospel to those th~t don't come to ~ear 1t. 

Visiting the fntherleEs and w1dows and keepmg ourselves un­
spotted from the world. 

Several good sones were sung by the chil_dren from the home_. .. 
Our youth home is young and still growmg and our responsibility 

is to maintain and grow with it. . . 
Elder H. L. Mitchell at this time asked the congregatwn to contn-

bute to this cause. 
Collection received ___ __ ____ ------- - -------------- $105.17 
North Birmingham Sunday School -------------------- 25.00 
Woman's Auxiliary of Annual Association ·-- .... __________ 11.50 
Woman's Auxiliary 1st District Meeting __ .. ----· .... ------- 12.EO 

Total $154.17 
Concluded by Song and Prayer. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6, 9:60 A.M. 
Song No. 273 " In the Cress." 
Conference asked to stand in moment of silent prayer for Elder 

J . E. (Uncle June) Hodgens whom we miss very much in ou r meet~ng 
and pray that our God will be very near to bless and strengthen him. 
Prayer concluded by Elder Jack R ollins. 

Conference called to order by clerk, H . A. McSpadden. Moderator 
read P salm 133 a.s devotion. 

Devotional Re!_:ort 
Elder James P ickett to conduct devotion Elder J. W. Marlow to 

bring 11:00 A. M. Message. 

Election of Officers 
Elder Jac:<. Rollins elected as moderator, Elder Dewey Isbell elected 

assistant moderator. 
H. A. McSpadden elected as clerk, James Pickett elected as assistant 

clerk. 
Elder H . L. Mitchell elected trustee for Children's Home for Cahaba 

River Association. 
Delegate to State Association-L . W. K endrick. 
Executive Committee, A. J. Smith, M. D . Harper and Dewey Isbell. 
Home Mission board, Earl Carroll, J . W. Isbell, J . W . Marlow. 
Report of Annual Conference Treasure (See Report). 
A very spiritual special song sung by Elder J . J . Staab, "When I 

Make My Last Move." . 
A special request to write Uncle Jut:e _Hodgens and tell him how we 

missed him in this session of the assoc1at10n. 
Intermission for 10 minutes. Adjourn until 1:30 P.M. 

ll:GO A. 1\1. SERVICE 
Two congregational songs No. 63 "Heaven Holds All to Me" and 

No. 208 "I'll Meet You in the Morning," were sung. 
A very spiritual devotional and testimony conducted by Elder James 

P ickett. 
A short talk by Elder J . W. Marlow and announcements for the 

balance of the day. 
Prayer. . 
NOON: Lunch, a fine lunch was served by ladies of the church and 

enjoyed by the de~egated body as they greeted o,d friends. 
1:30 P.M. Song No. 248 ".Lll Be Satisfied," prayer by Dewey Isbell. 
Devotion by moderator, H. L . Mitchell, reading I Cor. 15. 

Rencr t of Committees 
FAMILY RELIGION we recommend that each Christian should live 

a consecrated life fe r Christ. A 1so everyone have a family altar. Teach 
the chDdren the way of Christ while they are young, because young 
children arc easier taught than older people. For that reason every 
home shou~d have an altar prayer. Chairman Sister P eggy Jones. 

. DECEASED MEMBERS, we your committee on deceasEd members 
wish to ex_tend our sympathy and love to the family and friends of our 
beloved Sister Fanny Ccx of Union Hill Church and Brother J. R. 
Weave!· of Be_th~l Church: We pray God's blessings upon them. Chair­
man S1ster Willie Ruth N1choJs. 

TEMPERANCE, we your committee on temperance, solemnly re­
solv~ _to teac~ our child_Ien an~ young people of our church and com­
munities agamst the ev1l of drmk. As a land of Christians we should 
se~k to educate our people to the horrors of liquor, beer and all strong 
;l~1r:k. It not only destroys homes and lives here on earth but the 
1:.1 b .e teach~s that !10 drunkard shall enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Chairman Sister L eila H armon. 

SUND_A Y SCH OO!--, we your committee on Sunday School submit 
the followmg-We beheve that the Sunday School is one of the greatest 
assets to the church. We recommend and urge that every church support 
be Sunday School. We know that the Christian teaching and training 
01 our young_ peopl: can best. be d one. in the Sunday School. L et us 
awaken. to th1s grea" opp~rtumty to brmg our young people to Christ 
by puttmg our very best m t o it. Chairman Sister L. W . Kendrick. 

R~e9L_UTION, we your resc;>luticn committee resolve to keep 
fell<?'" s. 1p m our churches by taking them to the L ord in prayer an d 
~!"-vmg more love for ~ach other, "F or God is L ove," I S t. J ohn 4:8, and 
11 he lov~d us we ought a lso to love one another. J ohn 13:34, 35. We 
resolve With our church as well as other churches to take the Bible 
w~y out, "If th¥ brotl-ter have a fault go to him alone, ( God being 
with you) a~d If he. hear you, you !:ave gained thy brother." Matt. 
18:15, 17. Chairman Sister Mary McSpadden . 

BUSINESS COMMITTEE, we your business committee recommend 
Brother E. L. Isbell and Brother Troy Engle be examined and If found 
wort~y exchan~e papers with him. We recommend the following be 
examm.ed and 1f found worthy be ordai_ned as deacon s: J . L . Garner, 
Brot~er Alexander, Brother. Sam Franklm and Brother Austin Parker. 
V,le recommend the followmg be examined and if found worthy be 
llcensed to preach: Brother Robert Armstrong, Brother A. M. Cagle 
and Brother George ~a Shu~. We recommend the next session go to 
t.r.e Sylacauga Free Will Baptist Churcl:. Chairman E arl Isbell. 

S~J\NDING OF MINISTRY, We your committee on the Standing of 
the Mmtstry recoJ!imend that each minister and deacon that has been 
;equested . by their church for a cert'f:cate of standing receive the 
, arne. Chmrman A. L . Harmon. 

Orda jn ing Cc:m c5! 

Ord~ining council recommended: 
~- Lmdb~r~h Church and Oak Grove Church license Sisters Anna 

Farns an~ Kathryn Myrick respectively. 
•- 2. Th1s confer€n:::e licen:::e Drothers George LaShum, Robert Arm­s,_ ong, and A . M. Cagle. 

3. Re_new Elder E. L . IsbE:ll pat:ers destroyed by fire and exchange 
Papers With Elder Troy Engle. 
J L 4·GThat Brothers _W. A. Parker, Sam Franklin, 0. J. Alexander and 

· · arner te ordamed as deacons. 
WithA mdo~i<?n to ac~ept report as read and ordaining council to proceed 

or ammg service. 

a.:: coAll ~istcr;; and deacons with their wives were invited to altar 
0 ; 0f~1 

;as given b¥ ordaini~g council and by prayer and the laying 
delegate~nb s dafter which the nght hand of fellowship was given by 

A 0 ° Y, as. song "I'll ~eet You in. the Morning" was sung. 
cnjoyecf. em by Sister Frednck (The Faithful Few) was recited and 

Sy!a~~,. ~ev~nty-t?ird s_ession ~djourned October 6, 1951 to meet wtih 
first in 0 tFlbrst F 1 ee Will Baptist Church on Thursday night before the c o er, 1952. 

H .. A. McSpadden, clerk. 
AdJourn. 



THE FAITHFUL FEW 

Come listen and I'll tell you about the faithful few 
You will find them everywhere you go in every church and pew 
What would we do without thEm, oh! my Lord what WO!fld we do? 
I don't see how in all the world we would ever make It through. 

They come cut when the sun shin es, they come out whe? it rains 
The faithful few are always there they never do complam. 
They don't say it's too hot or cold, I'm tired, I don't feel good 
Oh! a lot of other things, you've heard the like I'm sure. 

We have a lot of slackers too, the Lord knows everyone 
They always have some poor ex~use when there's something to be done 
I never want to join the crowd, you better leave them, too 
I'd rathEr be among the one's that are called the faithful few. 

They come out when the J:astor's there, and when he's gon2 away 
Thy try to let their light shine out for J esus everyday .. 
They don't just stay at home and pout, no not these f~Ithful few 
They are on the run to heaven and they want to make It there. 

They come out on t::nyer meeting nig:1!s, as Christians ought to do, 
Without them we would have a church JUSt full of empty pews 
I'm sure the pastcr many times wouldn't know what to do 
If it were n ::> t for t ho3e he calls his little faithful few. 

And when we have revivals and they run a week or two 
Some will come out just on Sunday, some another night or two 
Then you will hear the lukewarm member say, this every night won't do, 
And I wonder what would happen if there were no faithful few. 

I cannot tell, I do net know how heaven's all laid out, 
But I do believe with all my heart, I haven't any doubt, 
But what God has a sr:ecial place for all his Faithful ~ew. 
And he will surely reward them everyone for everythmg they do 
A home in the beautiful place that's called heaven 
Be thou faithful until death and I will give thee a crown of life . 

Monev Received fer Conference in Church Letters 
~ 

Bethel ... ----- ·····------------------ .... ---- ------------ .... --------- . 
Oak Grove -----····------------------------------···· - ------- ·--- ~ 
Sylacauga . _ ......... ___ .... -----~----···· ______ ·-------····--
Mt Olive - --------····-----------------. --- --- .... ·------ ····-
North Birmingham .... . ... ----··-··-·····--------------
pleasant Valley - -- --··-------·------ ........ --- ... ·-···-····------ . 

Fairview __ _ .. ---- .... ----- .... -------- ........ ----- ---
Davis Chapel ------- .... _______ ... . ---- .... -----·--· ....... . 
Shadv Grove ····------------ ----~---·· ····-···· ····· --------
Mt. Pleasant .... __ .... ~----···· -- ----------- ········---
Union Hill __ .... -- .... - --········ ----------- ---
Ministers and Deacons Enrolled _____ ···· -- --·······--------

$ 10.00 
5.00 

20.00 
6.75 

76.70 
26.00 
10.00 
12.65 
3.oa 
2.00 
8.00 

42.00 

Total ·-------- --------- -···--··-- --------- ---- ------·-----.. ----------- .... $222.10 

MINISTERS ROLL 

Elder J ack Rollins .... ------------------------ Route 1, Adamsville, Alabama 
Anna F arris 
Elder J ames M. McKay .... _________ .... __ ····---------- Sterrett, Alabama 
Elder E. L. Isbell 
Elder W. 0. McDonald 
Elder H. L . M' tchell 

__ ... .4224 North 29th Street, Birmingham. Ala. 
__ 1429 No. 20th Street, Birmingham, Ala. 

Elder J . J. Staab --------------2313 No. 33rd Ave .. Birmingham, Ala. 
Elder R. H. Howard ··-·------------------------- _____ .. Sterrett, Alabama 
Elder W. R. Parker 
Elder H. H. Blanchard 
Elder Troy Engle 
Elder Earl Isbell. .. ---------------------· ------ _____ Dunnavant, Alabama 
Elder M. D. Harper __ .... _____ ..... _________ -·····-- Marvel, Alabama 
Elder J ames Pickett ...... ---------------2710 Avenue D, Ensley, Alabama 
E 'der T. J. Oakes 
Elder J . W. Marlow __ ----------- ______ 700 West 24th Ave., Birmingham, Ala. 
Elder A. M. Cagle 

Fred Smith 
Ed Goodwin 
Joe Click 
William Click 
A. L. Harmon 
H. W. Grice 
li'c"ix Smith 
f. J. Fowler 
·~·- A. Armstrong 
Roy Kuykendall 
Curtis Brake 
Jimmie Rollins 

DEACONS !tOLL 

C:1:vin M:::Creless 
Percy Stokes 
Eugene Howard 
C. C. Stone 
H. T. Rogers 
Thurmond K imbrough 
Billie Britton 
Charles Booth 
C. R. D ean 
H. A. McSpadden 
Henry Pickett 
Frank Minor 

L. B. Hallmark 

.Cy-Laws of l)finister:; and Deacons Conference of 
Cahaba Rivu Association 

(1) The clerk or assistant clerk, or the Senior Minister in years, may 
call the meeting to order and shall have charge until moderator 
assumes his place. 

(2) It shall be the duty of the clerk to enroll all ministers present who 
are in good standing. If there are questionable characters they 
shall be referred to an appointed credential committee for advice 
but not for trial. They may be seated if found worthy, if not they 
are referred to their church. 

(3) Each meeting shall be opened with scripture reading and prayer. 

(4) By a two-thirds vote any decision of the moderator may be over­
ruled. 

(5) T~is meeting shall sit with open doors unless it goes into a com­
mittee as a whole. 

(6) Any person, not a member of the body shall be allowed to take 
part in discussion, with moderatcr's permission, but shall have 
no vote. 

(7) All members of the body are expzcted to be present throughout 
the session unless excused by moderator. 

(8) No person shall be allowed to nominate more than one officer or 
committeeman if his nomination is elected. 

(9) The moderator must not allow any discussion to be carried on in 
an unchristian spirit. · 

(10) The person who desires to speak, must first arise and address 
the moderator and when recognized shall proceed. 

(ll)f T_he votes on any question must be counted upon request of one­
tfth of members present. 

( 
12

) No_ m€mber shall be a~owed to speak more than ten minutes, nor 
tw1ce on the same subJect unless given permission by moderator. 



TREASURER REPORT 1950-1951 

Total amount received in monthly report ________ ···· -- ~- $210.70 
M d t - _________ $ 25.00 

o era or ···· -----··· ____ 25.00 
Clerk ····-- -···-------------- 15.00 
State Association -- -- -- ···----:-----·····---------··· 5 00 
National Association (Cahaba RIVer) ----------- · 

i~~~~~ -: ;;:r:;s ~ . ~:::::: ::: :::: :: ·::: ~: ·· : ·-:::~··:=:= ::g~ 
Plates and Printing ------------------ ····-------------- 8~:~8 Mm. utes . -···--------····-------------------............................ ___ ----

Total 
Total 
Total 
Total 

----
$172.50 

To Balance en Hand 
Rev. Harry L . Mitchell, Treasurer 

HOME MISSION TREASURER REPORT 1950-1951 

nt balance ............... -------···· amou -- ---- ·--·- -·------... - -----
amount from 1st D~strict _____________________ ........ _ 
amount Nortn Birmingham Church _ .... _ .... ___________ .... ___ _ 
amount Lindburgh Church ------------- -

Total 
Rev. H arry L . Mitchell, Treasurer 

GRAND TOTAL EXPENSES OF CHURCHES 

Bethel ___ .... --····---·-- ----------------- $ 976.81 
Lindburgh .... _ .... ______________ ---····------
Mt Pleasant ·-----------------. . ... ---------
Shady Grove ___ .... __ .... ---- ------·-
Fairview .... -------------------------
Mt Oll·ve -- ----·····----····-. ------------
Davis Chapel ·- ..... ---·----------·----------
Oak Grove -- ..... ____ ........ ·--------- ····--------------
Sylacauga __ --- ---------- ------····----··-­
Pleasant Valley -- -------- ----------- -------------­
North Birmingham .... ------------------------------Union Hill .... _____ __ , ________ ____________ _ 

562.50 
868.00 

1,270.50 
1,206.02 

196.41 
304.36 
269.70 

5,749.56 
716.55 

2,340. 79 
248.00 

-----
$14,709.20 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1951, 7:00 P .M. 

$172.50 

$ 38.20 

$ 95.90 
188.47 
96.70 
9.88 

$390.95 

Songs No. 68 "When We All Get to He?ven," and No. 214 "Some 
Glad Day" and had a special pr,ayer fer. heal~g 

0

0f _the body of Brother 
Ro Johnson and that God wou.d bless m this s .... rv1~e. " 

Y Song No. 60 "The Old Gospel Ship" a!ld a spec1al song Come and 
Dine" by Brother and Sister Sidney P~;tndge were Su.If,g and the.~ th~ 
choir sang several good songs, No. 215 Enough for Me, No. 273. Nea. 
the Cross," No. 63 '·Heaven Holds All to Me" and thE7n Broth,~r Bill Mc-
S adden sang a special "When H e Reached Down H1s Hand. . , 

P Brother Bates then led No. 206 "Master the Tempest .Is Ra~mg, and 
then the service was turned over to Brother J ack Rollms. His sermo~ 
was taken from Acts 3 and 5: "We ought to obey God rather than man, 
a real good foot washing sermon. 

Pastor J . W. Marlow spoke of the most blessed event that ever 
happened to man. . · · d 

The communion served a memonal of the sacrif1c~ of C?Ur ear 
Lord and Savior who shed his precious blood tha~ we m1ght hve .. 

Elder H . L. Mitchell conducted the commuruun serv1ce and read 
I Cor. 13 chapter assisted by Elder L ouie Bates and J . W. Marlow. 

Elder J . W. Marlow asked God to bless the broken body of our 
Lord to our souls. 

Elder L ouie Bates asked God to bless the emblem as the blood of 

our Lord to our souls and life through his blood, as circle was made 
and served by deacons, hearts were blessed. Ordained men were re­
served for the last. 

He loved us unto the end, a good congregation and a good service. 
A song was dedicated to Elder J. W. Marlow by Brother Mitchell, 

No. 208 "I'll Meet You in the Morning." 
Song No. 337 "In the Sweet By and By," was sung and we had an 

old time hand shake, as we en joyed the fellowship of the spirit of our 
Dear Lord and Savior. 

Prayer. 

CHURCH COVENANT 

Having given ourselves to God. by Faith in Christ, and adopting 
the Word of God as our rule of faith and practice, we now give our­
~-lves one to another by the will of God, in this solemn Covenant. 

We promise, by His Grace, to love and obey Him in all things, to 
avoid all appearances of evil, to abstain from all sinful amusements and 
unholy confirmity of the world; from all sanction of use and sale of 
intoxicating beverages, and to "provide things honest in the sight of 
an men." 

We agree faithfu1ly to discharge our obligations in reference to the 
s~udy of the Scriptures, seen. t prayer, family devotions and social 
worship, and by self-denial, faith and good works, endeavor to grow in 
g:ace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, J esus Christ. 

We will 'not forget U:e assembling of ourselves together for Church 
conference, public worship, and the observance of the ordin ances of 
the Gospel, nor fail to pay according to our ability for the purpose of 
the Church of its poor and benevolent work. 

We agree to accept Christian admonition and reprove with meek­
ness, and to watch over one another in love, endeavoring to "keep the 
unity of the spirit" in the bond of peace, to be careful of one another's 
happiness and reputation, and seek to strengthen the weak, encourage 
tne afflicted, admonish the erring and, as far as we are able, promote 
the success of the church of the GospeL We will everywhere hold 
Christian principles sacred and Christian obligations and enterprises 
supreme, counting it our chief business in life to extend the influence 
of Christ in society, ccnstantly praying and toiling that the Kingdom 
may come and His will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of education and 
d enominational enterprises, the evangelistic efforts for the salvation 
of souls and the ccnversion of the world. And may the God of peace 
scnctify us wholly and preserve us blameless until the coming of our 
Lord Jesus. 

CONSTITUT~ON 

Article I 

The Association shall be known as The Cahaba River Association 
of the Free Will Baptist. 

Article n 
. The A:sscciation shall be composed of Ministers, D eacons and Dele­

ga.es of different churches forming the same. 

Article m 
All :ffi~nisters and churches wishing to become m embers of this body 

must wlllmgly submit to the articles of constitution and all rules of same. 

Article IV 

(a) Eda1ch church composing this Association shall be entitled to three 
~ .. e egat~s of the first one hundred members and one (1) for each 
c.ddJhonal fifty (50) or fraction thereof. 

.· 



Article V 
This body shall have a standing Credentials Committee composed of 

three (3) members. Two ordained ministers or deacons a nd one .CO 
layman whose duty shall be to examine ?~ church letters and_ applica­
tions f~r membersnip ot churches and m1rusters and make a report of 
the sam _ to the bo:!y. 

Article VI 
The officers cf the Assoc~ation shall be composed of Moderator, 

Assistant Moderato1, CJerk, Assistant C1erk, Treasu~cr. They sh~ll b: 
electe.d by body each year, at the end of each sessiOn. The Trc,..surer 
shall serve tor a t2rm of two (2)years. He shall handle aLl money of 
the Association and shall be bonded. 

Ar·ticle VII 
The committees of this body shall be composed of s.tanding me.m­

bers to alternate each session. '1 hey shall be composed <?1 three to ~I ve 
membzrs each. The c:ommitte.es are as tollows: Credential~, Ex7cut1ve, 
Orda1nin~ Council, Stand.~g or Mmistry, Busmes~, ..t!.ducatwn, ~ab~ath 
School, Family Re.1igion, L!lerature, .h .e5oluuons, 1e~p~ranc~, De~eased 
Members, Home Missions and Auditmg. 1he Ordammg Council. and 
Standing ot Ministry to be comp osed of ordamed. men. Any commit:e~­
men absent tor two (2) consecutive yec:.rs to be tilled by new memo...rs. 

Article Vill 
The Gene1 al Board sl::all te composed of the officers of the ~s­

sociation ana chairrr.an of each co!Ylrruttee. ~he Moderat~r to be ch~Ir­
man of this board. The duties ot this board will be found m our Treatise, 
page 61, Section No. 3, 4, 5. 

Article I X 
This Asso~iation shall meet on Thursday night before the first Sun­

day m October of each year. 

Article X 
Each church shall pay tithes of their income thus: 25 per c~n~ of 

tithes to Children's Home, 25 pe~ c;ent of tithes to Annual Assoc1atwn, 
25 per cent of tithes to ? orne MissiOn, 15 per .cent of tithes to Foreign 
Mission , 10 per cent of tithes to Super Annuatwn. 

Article XI 
Each minister and deacon belonging to this body shall pay an 

annual fee of $1.00 

Ar ticle Xli 
The clerk shall be paid the sum of $25.00 annually. The ~oderator 

shall be paid the su~ of $25.0~. annually. All other expenditures not 
specified herein shall be by deciSIOn of the body. 

Ar t icle Jr!II . 
This Constitution may be amended or altered at any regular sessiOn 

of the Association by two-thirds ( 2/ 3 ) vote of memb~rs p~e?ent, pro­
vided proposed amendment or alteration be presented m wntmg to the 
body one day in advance. 

No. of Churches 

No. Baptized .. _ 

Ministe rs' Re:port to AsEocia tion . 

Pastored... . ____ No. of Sermon s Preached ....... ___ _ 

No. of Fun2rals Conducted.-......... No. of Marriages 

Performed _ .... _No. of Revivals ____ No. of Miles Traveled - ·-·--·---

Amount of Offerings ·----- Expense __ ....... __ ------·--

Elder .... ------...... ·----· ---- --·- ----···----·---·----------------- ....... 

Address __ -------.. ----·---- . ___ .. ___ ... --------- _ .... - ----

TREATISE 
ARTICLES OF F AITB 

Chapter I-The Holy Scriptures 

These are the Old and the New Testaments! They are written by 
holy men, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and are God's revealed word 
to man. They are a sufficient and infallible rule and guide to Salvation 
and all Christian worship and service. 

Chapter 1!- B eing and Attributes of God 
The Scriptures teach that there is only one true and living God, 

who is Spirit, self-exist 2nt, eternal, immutable, omnipresent, omniscien t, 
o:nnipotent, independE:nt, good, wise, holy, just, and merciful, the Cre­
a ,or, Preserver, and Governor of the universe; the Redeemer, Savior, 
Sanctifier, and J udge of men; and the only proper object of worship. 

The mode of H is existence, however, is a subject far above the un­
derstanding of man- finite beings cannot comprehend Him. There is 
nothing in the universe that can justly represent Him, for there is none 
like him. He is the fo untain of all perfection and happiness. He is glori-
1Ld by the whole creation, and is worthy to be loved and served by all 
i!!telligcnc: . 

Chapter 11:-Divine Gcvernment and Providence 

1. God exercises a providentiaJ care and superintendence over all 
h :s creatures, and govc rns the world in wisdom and mercy, according 
tJ the testimony of H:s \Vord. 

2. Gcd has endowed man with power of free choice, and governs 
him by moral laws and motives; and tllis power of free choice is the 
exact measure of man's responsibiJity. 

3. All events are pr~s-nt with God from everlasting to everlasting; 
but His knowledge of them does not in any sense cause them, nor does 
He decree all events which He knows will occur. 

Chapter IV-Creation, Primitive S late of Man, and His Fall 

Section I-Creaticn 
1. OF THE WORLD. God created the world, and all things that it 

contains, for His own pleasure and glory and the enjoyment of His 
creatures. 

.l. OF THE ANGELS. The angels were created by God to glorify 
H1m and obey His commandments. 1. hose who have kept their first 
~state He employs in ministering ble£sing3 to the heirs of salvation and 
ln executing His judgments upon the w,rld. 

. 3 .. OF MAN. God crca~ed man, cons s ting of a material body and a 
t~mking, rational soul. He was made in the image of God, to glorify 
h1s Maker. 

Section IT- Primitive Man. and His Fall 

Our first parents, in their original state, were upright. They nat­
urally preferred and desired to obey their Creator, and had no pref­
~re~ce or des!re to transgress His will until they were influenced and 
Inhclined by the tempter to disobey Gc d's commands. Previous to this, 
t c only tendency of their nature was to do righteousness. In conse­
quence of the first transgression, the state under which the pos terity 
01 Adam came into the world is so different from that of Adam that 
~hey have not that righteousness and purity which Adam had before 
he fall; they are not wilUng to obey God, but are inclined to eviL. 

Hence none, by virtue o.f any natural goodness and mere work of their 
own, ~an become the children of God, but they are all dependent for 
salvation up~n the redemption effected through the blood of Christ, 
~hd ~P.or;t bemg created anew unto obedience through the operation of AJ f,tnt, both of which are fr: eJy provided for every descendent of am. 



Chapter V-Of Christ 

Section I 

J esus Christ the Son of God, possesses all divine perfections: As He 
and the Father ;{re one, H 2 in H is d. vine nature, filled all the offtces and 
performed the works of God to Hts creatures that have be~~ the sub­
jects of revelaticns to us. As man. h~ t:erformed all t?e duties toward 
God that we a1e requirEd to perforrP, repentance of sm excep~ed. 

His divinity is proved from His titles, His at~ributes, _and H1s wo~ks. 
1. HIS TITLES. The Bible ascrib~s to Chnst the titles of Savior, 

Jehovah. Lord of hosts, the first and the last,. God, true God, great. 
God, God over all, mighty God, and the everlastmg Father. . 

2. HIS ATTRIBUTES. He is eternal, unchangeable, cmrupresent, 
omniscient, omnipotent, holy, and is to be worshipped. 

3. HIS WORKS. By Christ the world was created, I-b preserv~s, 
and governs it; H e has providzd redemption for all men c:nd He w1ll 
be their final J udge. 

Section II-The Incarnation of Christ 

The Word, which in the beginning was with God and which .~as 
God, by whom all things were made condescended to _a sta~e of humtha­
tion in being united with human nature ~nd becommg hke us, P?llu­
tion and sin excepted. In this state, as a subJect of the law, H e w.as bable 
to the infirmities of our nature, was t~?;mpted ?S we are, out h~ed our 
example perfect obedience to the divme rqwrements. As Christ was 
made ot' the seed of David according to the fl~sh, H e is ·~the Son of 
man" and as the divine existence is the fountam from wh1ch He pro­
ceeded, and was the only agency by which He was begotten, H e is "~he 
Son of God " being the only begotten of the Father, and the only m­
carnation ot' the Divine Being. 

Chapter VI- The Atonement and Mediation of Christ 

1. THE ATONEMENT. As sin cannot be pardoned _withou~ a sac­
rifice, and the blood of beasts could never wash away sm, Chnst g~ve 
Himself a sacrifice for the sins of the world, and t hus made salvation 
possible for all men. He died for us, sufferit?-g in ou~ ste~d,. to .m~ke 
known the righteousness, of God, that He might be Ju_st m ~ust1fymg 
sinners who believe in His Son. Through the redemption effecte.d by 
Christ salvation is actudly enjoyed in this world, and will be enJoyed 
in the' next by all who do not in this life r~fuse obedience to the known 
requirements of God. T he a t onement for sm was necessary. For present 
and future obedience can no more blot out our t:ast sms than past 
obedience can remove the guilt of }:resent and future sins. If God par­
doned the sins of men without satisfaction for the violation. of His law 
it would follow that transgr2~sion m~ght go on with impuruty; s;overn­
ment would be abrogated, and the obligation of obedience to God would 
be, in effect, removed. 

2. MEDIATION OF CHRIST. Our L ord not only died for our sins, 
but He arose for our justifi~ation, and ascended up to heaven, where, 
as the only Media~or between God and man, he makes intercession for 
us, until He comes again. 

3. We believe that all children dying in infancy, having not actually 
transgressed against the law of God, in their own persons are o~y 
subject to the first death which was brought on by the fall cf +he first 
Adam and not that any' one of thEm dying in that state shall suffer 
punishment in heJl by the ~ui!t of Adam's sin for of such is the King­
dom of God. 

Cba}:tcr Vll-The Holy Spirit 

1. The Scriptures ascribe to the H oly Spirit the a~ts an_d attrib1:1tes 
of an intelligent being. H e guides, knows, moves, gr~es mfor!I?-atwn, 
commands forbids sends forth, reproves, and can be smned agamst. 

2. T he' attributes of God are ascribed to the Holy Spirit. 

• 

3. The works of God are ascribed to the Holy Spirit; creation, in­
spiration, giving of life, and sanctification. 

4. The apostles assert tha t the Holy Spirit is L ord and God. 
From the foregoing the conclusion is that the Holy Spirit is in 

reality God, and one with t he F ather in all divine perfections. It has 
also been shewn that J esus Christ is God-one with the Father. Then 
these three: the Father, Son, and H oly Spirit, are one God. 

The truth of this doctrine is also proved from the fact that the 
Father, the Son, and the H oly Ghost are united in the authority by 
which believers are b:1ptized; and in the bened ictions pronounced by' 
the apostles, which are acts of the highest religious worship. 

Ch:ti; ter Vli!-The Gospel Call 

The call of the Gosoel is co-extensive with the atonement to all 
men, both by the word and strivings of the Spirit, so that salvation is 
1 endered equally possible to all, and, if any fail of eternal life, the fault 
is wholly his own. 

Chapter IX-Repentance 

The repentance which the Gospel requires includes a deep convic­
tion, a penitential sorrow, an open confession, a decided hatred and an 
entire forsaking of all sin. This repentance God has enjoined on all men; 
and without it in this life the sinner must perish eternally. 

Chapter X-Faith 

Saving faith is an assent of the mind to the fundamental truths of 
1 evelation , an acceptance of the Gospel, through the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, and a firm confidence and trust in Christ. The fruit of 
faith is obedience to the Gospel. The t:ower to believe is the gift of 
G.o.d, but believing is an act of the creature, which is required as a con­
ditlon of pardon, and without which the sinner cannot obtain salvation. 
All men are required to believe in Chris.~; and those who yield obedience 
to this requirement become the children of God by faith. 

Chanter XI-Regeneration 

As man is a fallen and sinful being. he must be regenerated in order 
to obtain salvation. This change is an instantaneous renewal of the 
~eart by the Holy Spirit, whereby th2 oenitent sinner receives new 
~lie, bc?mes a child of God, and is disposed to serve Him. This is called 
In ~cnpture being born again-born of the Spirit, being quickened, 
passmg from death unto life, and a part:.king of the divine nature. 

Chapter XII-Ju:::tificat~o.n and Santification 

. .1: JUSTIFICATION. P ersonal justification implies that the person 
JUstified has been guilty before God, and in consideration of the atone-
fment of Chr~st, acc~pted by faith, the sinnet; ~s pardoned and absolved 
rom t.he gmlt of sm and restored t o t he divme favor. Christ's atone­

ment IS the fc~ndation of the sinner's redemption, yet, without re-
Gpentance and faith, it can never give him J·ustification and oeace with od. -

.2 .. SANTIFICATION is the continuing of God's grace by which the 
LChnstian may constantly grow in grace and in the knowledge of our 

ord Jesus Christ. 

Cha~tter Kill-Perseverance of the Saints 

There are strong grounds to hope that the truly regenerate will 
persevere unto t he end, and be saved, through the power of divine 



grace which is pledged f or their supp~rt, but their .futu~e obedience 
and final salvation are neither determmed nor certam, smcc through 
infirmity and manifold temptations they are in danger of falling; and 
they ought therefore to watch and pray, lest they make shipwr eck of 
their faith and be lost . 

Ct. a~t~r XIV-The Sabbath 

This is one day in seven, which from th~ creation of the world G?d 
has set apa1 t for sacred rest and holy s2rv1ce. Under .the fermer dis­
pensation, the seventh day of the week as commemorative of the W?rk 
of creation was set ap:lrt for the Sabbath. Under the Gost:el, t11e f1rst 
day of the' week, in commemoration of th~ resurrect:on of Christ1 ~nd 
by authority cf Christ and the apostles. 1s obseryed as the Chnsban 
Sa bbath. On this day all men are requin:d to refram from secular labor 
and devote themselves to the worship and service of God. 

Chapter XV-The Churc:1 

A CHRISTIAN CHURCH is an orgc:nized body of believers in 
Christ, who statedly asserr-ble. to worship qo1, and ~h~ su~tain t~e 
ordinances of the Gos}:el accordmg to the Scnptures. Beh:=vers m Chnst 
are admitted to this church on giving E.vidEn ce of faith in Christ, ob­
taining consent of the LoJy, being b3ptized, and r eceivinz the right 
hand of fellowship. 

The Church of God. or members of the tody of Christ, is the whole 
body of Christians throughout the whole world, a nd none but the re­
generate are its members. 

Chapter XVI-Tithing 

Both the Old and New 8criptures teach Tithing as God's fir,ancial 
plan for the support of His work. 

Chapter XVII-The Gos_!lel Ministry 

1. QUALIFICATION OF MINISTERS. They must possess good, 
natural and acq ui red abilities, deep. and ardent piety, b2 especially 
called of God to the work, and ordamed by prayer and the lay1n g on 
of hands. 

2 DUTIES OF MINISTERS. These are to r: reach the Word, ad­
minister the ord inat1ces of the Gospel. visit their people, and ot~erwise 
perform the work of fai thful ministers. 

Chapter XVlli-Ordinances of the Gos,el 

1. CHRISTIAN BAPTISM. This is the immersion of believers in 
wa ter. in the nc:me of the Father, the Son, and tne Holy Spirit, in which 
are reprEsented the bu~·ia_l and resurrection of Chr~st, t.r e d~ath of 
Christ the death of Chnstlans to the world, the wa5hmg of their souls 
from the pollut:on of sin, their rising to newness of life, their engage­
ment to serve God, and their resurrection at the last day. 

2. THE LORD'S SUPPER. This is a commemoration of the death 
of Christ for our sins, in the use of bread which He made the emblem 
of His broken body, and the cup, the emblem of H is shed blood, and by 
it the believer expresses his love for Christ , his faith and hope in Him, 
and pledges to Him perpetual fidelity. 

It is the privilege and duty of all who have spiritual union with 
Christ to commemorate His death; and no man has a right to forbid 
these tokens to the least of His disciples. 

3. WASHING THE SAINTS FEET. This is a sacre:d ordinance. 
which teaches humility, and reminds the believer of the necessity of 
a daily cleansing from all sin. It was instituted ty the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and called an "example" on the night of His betrayal and in 
connection with. the institution ~f the Lord's Supper. It is the duty and 
happy preroga t~ve of every believer to observe this sacred ordinance. 

Chapter XIX-Death 

1. DEATH- As a r esult of sin , all mankind, is subject to the d eath 
of the body. The soul does not die with the body; but immediately 
after death enters into a conscious state of happiness or misery ac-
cording to the character here possessed. ' 

Cha}: ter XX-Sccond Corning of Christ 

The Lord Jesus, who ascended on high, and sits at the right hand 
of God, will come again, to close the Gospel dispensation glorify His 
saints, and judge the world. ' 

Chapter XXI- The Resurrection 

The Scriptures t each the resurrection of the bodies of all men 
e3ch in its own order; they t '::at have done good will come forth to th~ 
resurrection of life, and they that have done evil to the resurrection of 
dc-mnation. 

Chapter XXll-Tbe Final Judgment and Final Retribution 

. 1. THE FINAL JUDGMENT. There will be a final judgment when 
bme and man's probation will c!ose forever. Then all men ~ill be 
judged according to their works. 

2: FINAL B:ETRIB U~ION. Immed!ately after the final judgment, 
the nghteous w11l enter mto eternal life, and the wicked will go into 
a state of endless punishment. 
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