


MINUTES 

OF THE 

Eightieth Annual Session 

OF THE 

Cahaba River Free Will 
Baptist Association 

CONVENED 'WITH 

Mt. Pleasant Free Will Baptist Church 
Sprott, Alabama 

October 2nd, 3rd, and 4th, 1958 

OFFICERS 

t 

Moderator _____ _ ·---- Elder Jack L. Rollins 
920 Meehan Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama 

Assistant Moderator Ed Goodwin 
Route 2, Trussville, Alabama 

Clerk _____ __ ·--- H. A. McSpadden 
Route 9, Box 231-F, Birmingham 7, Alabama 

The 81st Session of the Cahaba River Association of Free Will 
Baptist will meet with the First Free Will Baptist Church at 2808 
North 32nd Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, on Thursday night 
before the first Sunday in October, 1959. 



THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2, 1958 - 7:30 P.M. 

Due to weather condition3. there were no services. 
Delegates were provided places to stay for the night. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1958 - 9:00 A.i\-1. 

Song services began. 

Sister Louise Webb leading, "Draw Me Nearer" and ''Trust and 
Obey." 

Sister Billie Rollins, Pianist. 
Invocation by Elder H. 0 . Walton . 

Moderator, Elder J ack L . Rollins, gave welcome address and Scrip
ture reading from First Curinthians 13th Chapter. 

Prayer to God for His guiding Spiri t and a spirit of fellowship 
during this association hy Rev. Rollins. 

At this time conference was called t o or der by the clerk, H . A. 
McSpadden, with Elder M. D . Harper in prayer. 

The Moderat'Or appointed Credential Committee to examine letters. 

Letters reported in order by Credential Committee. Report accepted. 

Letters read by H. T . Rogers and Robert Armstrong 

Delegates seated in conference. 

By-laws r ead by the Moderator. 

Devotional commit tee appointed. 

Fifteen minute song service led by Sister Edna Click. Betty Davis, 
pianist . 

Devotion by Bro. Clarence P ickett. 

A wonderful fellowship uf spirit and hopes of the knowledge of 
the p-ower of t he resurrection of our Lord were expressed and en
joyed in the t estimony service. 

Special song "The Old Fa~hioned Way" by Sister Betty Davis. 

Special song "Lift This Veil from My Eyes'' by Bro. Jack Rollins. 
Sister Billie Rollins, pianist. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1958 - 11:00 A.M. 

Message by Elder J. M. Dutton, Jr. 

Scripture reading Jeremiah 6:16. Thus saith ye the Lord, Stand 
ye in the ways and see and ask for the old paths where is the gDod 
way and walk there in and ye shall find rest for your souls (But 
they said we will not walk there in). 

A wonderful message and a mighty challenge to the people of 
God to seek and walk in the ways of God that they may find r est 
for their souls and to quit drifting along with the tide which is caus
ing a spiritual sleep in our chur ch es and giving no rest to our souls. 

Prayer by Bro. Dutt'On. 

Announcements by Pastor, Elder M. D . Harper. 

Benediction by Bro. A. J. Lambert. 

Lunch served by ladies of the church and community m grove 
near church and was enjoyed by all. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1958- 1:00 P .l\1. 

Song service led by Sister Edna Click, Betty Davis, pianist. 
Invocation by Elder James Galbreath. 
Woman's Auxiliary gave report and announcements, reading by 

Sister Billie Rollins. Poem by Sister McSpadden. Report received. 
Song "I'll Go Where H e Leadeth Me." Report from Children's 

Home and talk on Home by Elder A. J . Lambert, former Super in
tendent of the home, expressing the fa-cts that our sufficiency is 
not in ourselves but in the Lord. 

The horne at this time is out of debt ard in fair financial con-
dition, but the need of further repairs and expenses must be met. 

An offering of $63.50 was received for the home. 
Announcements. 
Benediction by Ed Goodwin. 
A joyous time of fellowship was enjoyed by the delegates as 

supper was served at the church at 5:00 p.m. The courteous hos
pitality by t he ladies in serving such wonderful meals was appre
ciated and th e supper and felJowshlp was certainly enjoyed by all 
present . 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1958 - 6:00 P.M. 

After a thirty minute song service, invocation by Elder M. D. 
Harper. 

The ministers conference was called to order by the clerk and 
prayer. 

The moderat'Or, J. M. Dutton, Jr., proceeded with the conference. 
Welcoming visitors and inviting new members to j'Oin the minis

ters conference. 
Candidates Elder W. H. Ryland, Albert Pickett, J. W. Isbell, Roy 

Pickett and Bro. Tomlinson. These were accepted and given right 
hand of fellowship into conference. 

Special songs by Elder J ack R'Ollins "How About Your Heart" and 
"Where No One Stancs Alone.•· Sister Billie Rollins. oianist. 

Talk by Elder W. H. Ryland on rise of Free Will Baptist since 
1910 by obeying God. 

Collection for missions $40.54. Message. He opened his mouth and 
taught them. 

Election of officers. Elder R. H. Howard, Moderator and Elder 
J. M. Dutton, Assistant Moderator. 

A talk by Elder R. H. Howard for good of ministers conference 
and the glory of the Lord that is our duty to declare and h'Ow God 
had blessed and healed him in this church. A soul inspiring talk. 

Announcements and pla-cing of delegates by pastor, M. D. Harper. 
Benediction by Clarence Pickett. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4, 1958 - 9:00 A.M. 
Song service for 15 minutes. 
Scripture reading 133 P salm by Moderator, J ack Rollins, a short 

discussion of the fellowship of the spirit followed by prayer. 
Report of Committees. See repor ts. 
Election of 'Officers. 
A motion to express our thanks and appreciation to the Mt. 

Pleasant Church and friends of the community for the wonderful 
hospitality and feHowship of love shown to delegates of this the 
80th session of the Cahaba River Association of the Free Will Baptist. 

Adjourn 
10:30 A.M.-Songs "Springtime In Glory, and "Heavenly Love." 

Devotion by Elder W. A. Hodges. 



11:00 A.M.-Message by Elder J . J. Staab. Subject "Limiting the 
power of God in our lives." Scri_Pture Jeremiah ?:25 "Your .iniqui
ties have turned away, the:se things and your sms have V?Ithhel.d 
good things from you. Psalm 78:18 "And they tempted God m their 
heart by asking meat for their lust. 

Benediction by H. A. McSpadden. 
Lunch was served at the church which was enjoyed by all as 

they ate and bid one another farewell until they meet again. 

CONDWrTTEE REPORTS 

Ordaining Council: Have examined Bro. W. A. Hodges and rec
ommend he be licensed to preach the gospel for one year. Accepted. 
Elder J. J. Staab, chairman; H. T. Rogers and J . 0. Gamel. 

Auditing: We have examined books of the treasurer and found 
same to be c-orrect and in order. Accepted. Mrs. H. A. McSpadden, 
chairman; Mrs. Teal Green and Mrs. J. T. Kimbrough. 

Family Religion: We believe that parents should have fam!ly de
votion and worship God in our hearts and home before and w1th our 
children and all humanity. Mrs. Dorothy Goodwin, chairman; Mrs. 
Leo Handly and Mrs. Elmore J ohnson. 

Deceased: We hereby express our love and sympathy to the loved 
ones and friends of those who have been called from this life to 
receive their heavenly reward. Sylacauga Church-Bro. ~ac Tip
pett· Union Hill, Sister Susan Isbell; Bethel Church, Charlie Thom
son;' Davis Chapel, Sister V1rgie Mae Oaks; East Birmingh~m, Sis~er 
Barr- Mt. Pleasant. Sister J. W. Barnett. Mrs. Jack Rollms, chair
man;' Adgie Mae Deason and Minnie Smith. 

Sunday School and League: We believe the Sunday School and 
League teachers have the finest opportunity of any church work 
to bring young ones to Christ. Sunday School teaches t~e way of 
salvation and league trains saved ones how to be soul wmners for 
Jesus our Lord. Betty Davis, Edna Click and Mary McSpadden. 

Temperance: \Ve recommend II Peter 1:5-6-7-8 and I Corinthians 
9:25-26-27 as examples for temperance in our lives and that we also 
abstain from the use, sanction and sale of intoxicating beverages. 
Robert Armstrong, F. L. Smith and Roy Fickett. 

Election: Moderator-Jack Rollins 
Asst. Moderator-J. J. Staab 
Clerk-H. A. McSpadden 
Treasurer-M. D. Harper 

Executive Committee: Johnnie Parker-1 year 
Austin Hodges-2 years 
Clarence Pickett-3 years 

Business Committee: (1) We recommend a letter of dismissal to 
Mt. Olive Church. Accepted. (2) We recommend the 81st session of 
this conference meet with North Birmingham Free Will Baptist 
Church. Accepted. (3) We recommend t~e Pilgrim Churc~ i~to this 
association, it being a member and exammed by the 1st district con
ference. Accepted. ( 4) We recommend that each church support and 
pray for the radio work to Elder J. J. Staab an~ pledge as much 
as possible so Bro. Staab can depend on enough mcome to support 
the work. Accepted. (5) There being no funds available for this 
purp·ose we recommend individual offerings to help Elder R. H. 
Howard' pay for the hospital expenses. Accepted. (6) We recommend 
Bro. W. A. Hodges to ordaining council for examination to be licen
sed to preach the gospel for one year. Accepted. (7) We recommend 
that the host church serve as the devotional committee at each an
nual conference. Accepted. (8) We recommend Gold Certificate for 
deacons who have faithfully served their church and have reached 
the age of 65 years. Accepted. M. D. Harper, chairman; H. 0. Wal
ton and A. L. Pickett. 

STANDING OF "THE MINISTRY 

We Tecommend certificate of standing for all ministers and deacons 
whose church has reccmmended a certificate for them, who has r~
-ported to the conference either in person or by letter and has prud 
the $1.00 1·egistration fee. 

P. A Nichols 
Charles Boothe 
Mason Johnson 

S"'ATE DELEGATES APPOINTED FROl\1 CAHABA 
RIVER ASSOCIATION 

Sister Rumell Kimbrough, First Chur-ch North Birmin$ham; R?Y 
Hodgens Mt. Pleasant; Owen Boothe, B~thel; Henry PI-ckett. P ll
Him; Louise Webb, Fairview; Betty Da_vis, Shady Grove; Clarence 
Pickett Sylacauga · Gladys Reeves, Lindburgh; Claude Howard, 
Union 'Hill; Per-cy' Stokes, Davis Chapel;. Cecil Hodgen~, ~leasant 
Valley; Sister Poor, Di:sworth; ?. A. l\lchols~ East Birmmgham; 
Mary McSpadden, North Blrmingha:nL 

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF PASTORS AND CLERKS 

Fairview-Rev. Jack L. Rollins 
920 Meehan Ave., Birmingham, Ala.~ ST 6-2714. 

Ed Goodwin, Trussville, Route 2, Alabama. 

Dillworth-William Smith, Dora, Route 1, Alabama .. 
Frances Lively, Route 1, Box 364-B, Emprre~ Ala. 

Union Hill-Rev. J ohnny Burnham, P~ll City..' Ala. 
Mrs. Mignon Howard, Vandiver. Ala. 

Lindburah-Rev. Roy Johnson, Graysville, Ala. 
e. Mrs. Flora Kuykendall, Graysville, Ala. 

First Church Sylacauga, Alabama-
Rev. J. M. Dutton, 400 North 25th Street, Leeds, Ala. 
Mrs Mary Mull, 605 Oakland A venue •. Sylacauga, Ala. 

Pilgrim Church-Rev. J ohnny Burnham, Pell City, Ala. 
Inez Kitchens, Marvel: Route 1, Ala. 

First Free Will Baptist Church, North Birmingham-
Rev. W. H. Ryland, 901 Ridge Place, Birmingham, Ala. 
Phone STate 1-1737. 
Mrs. H. W. Russell, Rt. 7, Box 452, Birmingham, Ala. 
Phone FAirfax 3-3760. 

Mt. Pleasant-Rev. M. D. Harper, Marvel, Route 1, A la. 
Mrs. Roy L. Hodgens, Sprott, Ala. 

Bethel-Rev. M. D. Harper, Marvel, Route 1, Ala. 
Albert L. Pickett, Marvel, Route 1, Ala 

Pleasant Valley-Rev. Howard Cashatt 
8617 North 2nd Court, Birmingham, Ala. 
Mrs. Cecil Hodgens, Chelsea, Route 1, Ala. 

Shady Grove-Rev. Nathan Davis, Adamsville, Route 2, Ala. 
Mrs. Joe Click, Jr., Adamsville, Route 2, Ala. 

Davis Chapel-Rev. Johnnie Burnham, Pell City, Ala. 
Mrs. Lenora Davis, Sterrett, Route 1, Ala. 

East Birmingham-Rev. Buddy Tucker, P. 0. Box 2323, B'ham, Ala. 
Mrs. Felix Parker, 1237 Forrest St., Tarrant, Ala. 



MINISTERS REGISTRATION 

Rev. Buddy Tucker, P.O. Box 2323, Birmingham, Ala. ___________ $1.00 
Rev. H. H. Blanchard, Rt. 11, Birmingham, Ala. _______________ 1.00 
Rev. J . W. Marlow, 700 24th Ave., W., B'ham, Ala. FA 2-3097 __ 1.00 
Rev. Dewey Colley, 1212 44th Pl., No. Birmingham, Ala. -·-··-- 1.00 
Rev. Eugene Howard, Sterrett, Route 1, Ala.__ --· _ ---· __ 1.00 
Rev. Lyman Ogles, Sylacauga, Ala. ---------------- 1.00 
Rev. Nathan Davis, R'Oute 2, Adamsville, Ala__ _ --·- ·------------- 1.00 
Rev. J. M. Dutton, J r., 400 No. 25th St., Leeds, Ala. ________ 1.00 
Rev. Robert Armstrong, 50 Geo. Ave., Sylacauga, Ala. _ ______ 1.00 
Rev. R. H. Howard, Sterrett, Route 1, Ala. _________________ 1.00 
Rev. Robert Parker, Sterrett, Route 1, Ala. _--------------· 1.00 
Rev. J . C. Nalley, Route 1, Marvel, Ala. _ ·---·-------------- 1.00 
R ev. H arvey Darden, Route, Marvel, Ala._ __ ---··· 1.00 
Rev. Roy Johnson, Graysville, Ala._ ·--- _____ ___ __ 1.00 
Rev. Ge-orge A. LaShum, 3825 9th Ave., Wylam, Ala. ST 7-6035 1.00 
Rev. L. A. Lively, Rt. 1, Box 364-B, Empire, Ala_ ·----- . 1.00 
Rev. Willie Poor, Route 1, Dora, Ala. -------- 1.00 
Rev. Jack L. Rollins, 920 Meehan Ave., B'ham, Ala. ST 6-2714 __ 1.00 
Rev. Lonnie Goodwin, Leeds, Ala.______ _ ________ 1.00 
Rev. J ames Galbreath, Irondale, Ala.__________ - ----- ----- 1.00 
Rev. Earnest Walker, Route 2, Trussville, Ala. _ ___ _ __ _____ 1.00 
Rev. Howard Cashatt, 8617 No. 2nd Ct., Birmingham, Ala. ______ 1.00 
Rev. Maxwell D. H arper, R'Oute 1, Marvel, Ala. __ __ _ 1.00 
Rev. W. H. Ryland, 901 Ridge Place, Birmingham, Ala. _______ 1.00 
Rev. H. 0 . Walton, Fairmont Way, Birmingham, Ala. AL 2-3577 1.00 
Rev. W. R. Parker, 38 28th St., No. Birmingham, Ala. AL 4-3991 1.00 
Rev. J. J. Staab, 2313 No. 33rd Ave., Birmingham, Ala. AL 1-6004 1.00 

REGISTRATION OF DEACONS 

J ames Kitchens _ . .. $1.00 John W. Isbell -------- _ 1.00 
Bill Pickett ------ ·----·---- 1.00 W. A. Parker -----··- ---------- 1.00 
Henry Pickett _ ___ _ 1.00 John L. P arker __ _____ 1.00 
J. T. Kimbrough _______ 1.00 W. H. Powell __ ----------- 1.00 
W. T. Wolfe ___ -·--------- 1.00 Russell Kuykendal ----·--- - 1.00 
J. L. Garner ____ ___ 1.00 Curtis Brake ____ _ 1.00 
H. A. McSpadden ________ 1.00 Shelly Isbell ------------ 1.00 
Artie Frederick ---------· _ 1.00 J. W. Isbell __ ------·---- -·---·- 1.00 
H. T. Rogers -· ---------- 1.00 C. C. I sbell ___ _____ 1.00 
Charlie C. Stone -----·-- __ 1.00 Frank Tomlinson __________ 1.00 
Roy L . Hodgens ---------·- 1.00 F elLx Smith ____ __ __ 1.00 
J 0hn Boothe ---- ___ 1.00 T. A. Armstrong -------- 1.00 
Frank Pickett ---·-- - ----- 1.00 A. L. Harmon ·------- 1.00 
Roy Pickett -------··--·---- 1.00 Clarence Pickett _____ ____ 1.00 
T·ommy Pickett ---------·· 1.00 Marshall K endrick __ _ ___ 1.00 
Cecil Glosson -·- -·----------- 1.00 R. L . Woodward -------------· 1.00 
C. S. Kendrick ---------- 1.00 Leo H andley _ _______ 1.00 
Cecil Hodgens _ ___ _ ___ 1.00 Ira Hulsev _ __ _ __ 1.00 
L. M. Lovelady .. ----------- 1.00 Clarence Stafford ---·--·-··---- 1.00 
W. N. Hodgens ---- 1.00 .Toe Clk k. Jr. __ ___ __ 1.00 
Walker Isbell _ ----------- 1.00 P Qrry Stokes _ ------------ . 1.00 
J_ 0. Gamel ------ - ---· 1.00 HiJlie Britton _ ---------- l.Of! 
J ames Harris _ -----. 1.00 L. T. Howard ------- 1.00 
Calvin McCreless --------- 1.00 .T. H. McCollough ______ 1.00 
Vernon Sollie __ --------- 1.00 Coy Crocker . __ .. _________ 1.00 
Ed Goodwin _ ----------- . 1.00 E. 0. Shelutt _ ____ 1.00 
Garfield Kin_g __ 1.00 .T. W. Wise ------------------ 1.00 
William Smith _ ··------------- 1.00 V. R. Ewing ---···----- 1.00 

MONEY RECEIVED 

Assn. Expenses Superannuation 

$ 25.00 First Church Sylacauga --------

Lindburgh - --------------------

Union Hill -----------------

5.00 

6.00 

F airview 15.00 

Pleasant Valley ------ ---- 25.00 

Bethel --- ------------- 15.00 

Mt. Pleasant 10.50 

North Birmingham - --------------- 43.00 

Pilgrim ·------ 5.00 

Davis Chapel _ ------ ------------- 10.00 

Shady Grove ------------ 10.00 

East Birmingham 126.52 

$296.02 

Deacons --------- 43.00 

17.00 Ministers ----------

Total ______________ $356.02 

BOl\'ffi MISSIONS REPORT 
From October 1957 to October 1958 

40.00 

.$40.00 

$40.00 

FORWARD ·- ·--- ----------- _ $ 964.73 

From East Birmingham Church ----
From North Birmingham Church -------

From Davis Chapel Church -----

From First District Conference --- --- - ---

122.86 

39.01 

22.23 

2.00 

Total - ---- __________ $1150.83 

PAID OUT 
Bro. Ryland for wo;:-k at Irondale __ ---$271.00 

Home Missions for tracts__ 11.00 

Total Paid OuL ________ $282.00 

282.00 

Balance In Treasure _ ___ $868.83 



ASSOCIATION TREASURER'S REPORT FOR YEAR 
Beginning October 1957 - Ending October 1958 

FORWARD from 1956 to 1957 - ------ -------------·- $311.97 
Received at Association in 1957 __ _ ___ 470.81 

PAID OUT 
Total 782.78 

·---·- $131.84 Johnson Printing 
Moderator _ ·----- - -- - --- ·- 25.00 
Clerk --·-
Children's Home 

·---------------- 25.00 
·-------· 

Foreign Missions ____ ------·····-------
210.00 
50.00 

Bible College - ------- --------· ____ _ 50.00 

----·------ 25.00 Home Mission --·-------
Superannuation ----------- 10.00 

5.00 
28.00 

National Association -------·-- ----·--
State Association -------- -------- ------

Total Paid Out _ ---------- 559.94 

Balance In Treasure $222.94 

WOJ.\-IAN'S AUXILIARY REPORT 

CHURCHES: East Birmingham, North Birmingham, Sylacauga, Fair-
view and Shady Grove. 

MEMBERS: 71. 
INCOME: $2,557.05. 
EXPENDITURES: $2,546.49. 

Paid on Church Improvements -------·· ·-- $ 946.53 
Children's Home _________ _ --------· 
H M " . 'Orne ISSlons __ -------------------· 
F . M" . ore1gn ISSlOnS ______ ----------- ----·-·· 
Charity and Miscellaneous ___ -------

Convention Dues --------- --·-----

127.79 
20.00 
37.79 

1389.88 
24.50 

Total $2,546.49 
The Children's Home offering was $25.00. 
SOCIAL/ Benevolent: 

Showers, 17; Phone Calls, 225; Sick Visits, 1,968; Hospital 
Visits, 1,120; Flowers, $247.59; Trays, 185. 

LADIES DAY TREASURE: $33.91. 
April 5, 1958 

The Fifth (5th) Annual Session of the Ladies Auxiliary will meet 
at North Birmingham Free Will Baptist Church 2808 32nd Avenue 
North, Birminghar:n, Alabama. We .e?Ctend a he~rty welcome to all: 
The churches which have &n auxiliary please bring a full year's 
report. Also the $5.00 conference fee with 30 cents (30c) per mem
ber for the State Dues. We have a wonderful time. Come and we 
can enjoy it better. Mrs. Joe Kimbrough, President 

Mrs. Mary L. McSpadden, Sec.-Treas. 

.. 
BY -LAWS OF MINISTERS A..l\'1> DEACONS CONFERE~CE 

OF CAHABA RIVER ASSOCIATION 

(1) The clerk or assistant clerk, or the Senior Minister in year~, 
may call the meeting to order and shall have charge until 
moderator assumes his place. 

(2) It shall be the duty of_ the clerk to enroll a~ minsters present 
who are in good standmg. If there are questionable characters 
they shall be referred to ail appointed credential committee for 
advice but not for trial. They may be seated if found worthy, 
if not they are referred to their church. 

(3) Each meeting shall be opened with scripture reading and prayer. 
( 4) By a two-thirds vote any decision of the moderator may be 

overruled. 
(5) This meeting shall sit with open doors unless it goes into a 

committee as a whole. 
(6) Any person, not a member of the body shall be allowed to 

take part in d iscussion, with moderator's permission, but shall 
have no vote. 

(7) All members of the body are expected to be present throughout 
the session unless excused by moderator. 

(8) No person shall be allowed to nominate more than one officer 
or committeeman if his nomination is elected. 

(9) The moderator must not allow any discussion to be carried on 
in an unchristian spirit. 

(10) The person who desires to speak, must first rise and address 
the moderator and when recognized shall proceed. 

(11) The votes on any question must be counted upon request of 
one-fifth of members present. 

(12) No member shall be allowed to speak more than ten minutes, 
nor twice on the same subject unless given permisson by mod
erator. 

(13) All ministers belonging to this body are required to support all 
<'Ommittees and hoards elected or appointed by Association, 
(such as Home Missio:1 Board. Building Committee, etc.). 

(14) This bociy ord~ins no one until he has carried license for one 
year and pr oved hmself worthy of ordination. 

CHURCH COVENANT 

Having given ourselves to God. by Faith in Christ, and adopting 
the Word of God as our rule of faith and practice, we now give our
selves one to another by the will of God. in this solemn Covenant. 

We promise by His grace to love and obey Him in all things, to 
avoid all appearance of evil, to abstain from all sinful amusements 
and unholy conformity to the world, from all sanction of the use 
~nd sale of intoxicating beverages, and to "provide things honest 
m the sight of all men." 

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in reference to 
the study of the Scriptures, secret prayer, family devotions and social 
:vorship, and by self-denial, faith and good works. endeavor to grow 
m grace and knowledge of our L ord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together for 
Church conference, public worship, and the observances of the ordin
ances of the Gosoel, nor fail to pay accordintt to our ability for the 
support of the Church and of its poor, and all its benevolent work. 

We agree to accept Chrstian admontion and reproof with meek
ness, and to watch over one another in love, endeavoring to "keep 
the unity of the spirit" in the bond of peace, to be careful of one 
another's happiness and reputation, and seek to strengthen the weak, 
encourage the afflicted, admonish the erring and, as far as we are 
able, promote the success of the church of the Gospel. We will every
wher~ hold Christian principles sacred and Christian obligations 
<tnrl enterprises supreme, counting it our chief business in life to 
ex_t~nd the influence of Christ in society. constantly praying and 
to1hng that the Kingdom may come and His will be done on earth 
as it is in Heaven. 



To this end we agree to Iaoor for the promotion of education and 
denominational enterprises, tne evangelistic elforts for the salvation 
of souls and the conversion of the world. And may the God of peace 
san<::tify us wholly and preserve us blameless until the coming of 
oUl· Lord Jesus. 

CONSTITUTION 

Article I 

The Association shall be kown as The Cahaba River Association 
of the Free Will Baptist. 

Article II 

The Association shall be composed of Ministers, Deacons. and 
Delegates of different churches forming the same. 

Artkle III 

All ministers and churches wishing to become members of this 
body must willingly submit to the articles of constitution and all 
rules of same. 

Article IV 

Each church composing this Association shall be entitled to 
three (3) delegates of the first one hundred members and one (1) 
for each additional fifty (50) or fraction thereof. 

Article V 

This body shall have a standing Credentials Committee composed 
of three (3) members. Two ordained ministers or deacons and one 
(1) layman, whose duty shall be to examine all church letters and 
applications for membership of churches and ministers and make a 
report of the same to the body. 

Article VI 
The officers of the Association shall be composed of Moderator, 

Assistant Moderator, Clerk, Assistant Clerk, Treasurer. They shall 
be elected by body each year, at the end of each session. The Treas
urer shall serve for a term of two (2) years. He shall handle all 
money of the Association and shall be bonded. 

Article VII 
The committees of this body shall be composed of standing mem

bers to alternate each session. They shall be composed of three to 
five members each. The committees are as follows: Credentials, 
Executive, Ordaining Council, Standing of Ministry, Business, Educa
tion, Sabbath School, Family Religion, Literature, Resolutions, Tem
perance, Deceased Members, Home Missions and Auditing. The Or
daining Council and Standing of Ministry to be composed of ordained 
men. Any committeemen absent for two (2) consecutive years to 
be filled by new members. 

Article VIII 
The General Board shall be composed of the officers of the As

sociation and chairman of each committee. The Moderator to be 
chairman of this board. The duties of this board will be found in our 
Treatise, page 61, Section No. 3, 4, 5. 

Article IX 
This Association shall meet on Thursday night before the first 

Sunday in October of each year. 

Article X 
Each church shall pay tithes of their income thus: 25 per cent of 

tithes to Children's Home, 25 pe! c_ent of tttbt!s to Ann.ual Asse><:iati?n, 
25 per cent of tithes to Home Misswn, l5 per c~nt of tithes to Fore1gn 
Mission, 10 per cent of tithes to Superannuatwn. 

Article XI 
Each minister and deacon belonging to this body shall pay an 

annual fee of $1.00. 
Article XII 

The clerk shall be paid the sum of $25.00 annually. The ~oder
ator shall be paid the sum of $25.00 ~~ually. All other expend1tures 
not specified herein shall be by deClSlon of the body. 

Article XIII 
This Constitution may be amended or altered at any regular 

session of the Association by two-thlr'ds (2/3). vote of membe~s 
.present, provided proposed an:endment or alterahon he presented m 
writing to the body one day m advance. 

Ministers' Report to Association 
No. of Churches Pastored _ __ ___ No. of Sermons Preache<L.---·-
No. Baptized_ _ No. of Funerals Conducted. ____ No. of Marriages 
Performed-_ No. of Revivals . .No. of Miles Traveled ______ _ 

Amount of Offerings Expense ___ _ 

Elder _ 

Address -----

TREATISE 
ARTICLES OF FAITH 

Chapter !-The Holy Scriptures . 
These are the Old and the New Testaments! They are wntten 

by holy men inspired by the Holy Spirit ~d are God's re'{ealed 
word to man: They are ~ suffici~t and infal~1ble rule and gUlde to 
Salvation and all Christlan worsh1p and serv1ce. 

Chapter II-Being and Attributes of God 

The Scriptures teach that there ~ only one true .and living G~d, 
who is Spirit, self-existent, eternal, ~utable, o~'lJllpresent, om.ms
cient, omnipotent, independent, good, w1se, holy, JUSt, and merciful, 
the Creator, Preserver, and Governor of the uruverse; the Redeel'l!er, 
Savior, Sanctifier, and Judge of men; and the only proper obJect 
of worship. · b' t f b th The mode of His existence, however, IS a su Jec ar ~ ove e 
understanding of man-finite being~ cannot compreh~nd Hrm. Thez:e 
is nothing in the universe that can JUStly repre~ent H1m, for. there 1s 
none like Him. He is the fountain of all perfection and happmess. He 
is glorified by the whole creation, and worthy to be loved and serveti. 
by all intelligence. 

Chapter III-Divine Government and Providence 

1. God exercises a providential care _and _superintendence over 
all His creatures and governs the world m w1sdom and mercy, ac-
cording to the t~stimony of His Word. . 

2. God has endowed man with power of free choice, and goyer~ 
him by moral laws and motives; and this power of free cho1ce Il: 

the exact measure of man's responsibility. . 
3. All events are present with God from everlastmg to everlast· 

ing· but His knowledge of them does not in any sense cause them 
nor' does He decree all events which He knows will occur. 



Chapter IV-Creation, Prirr..itive Stzte of Man ~nd His Fall 

Section !-Creation 
1. OF THE WORLD. God created the world, and all things that 

it contains, for His own pleasure and glory and the enjoyment of 
His creatures. 

2. OF THE ANGELS. The angels were created by God to glorify 
Him and obey His commandments. Those who have kept their first 
estate He employs in ministering blessings to the heirs of salvation 
and in executing His judgments upon the world. 

3. OF MAN. God created man, consisting of a material body and 
a thinking, rational soul. He was made in the image of God, to glorify 
his Maker. 

Section II-Primitiye Man and His Fall 
Our first parents. in their original state, were upright. They 

naturally preferred and desired to obey their Creator, and had no 
preference or desire to transgress His will until they were influenced 
and inclined by the tempter to disobey God's commands. Previous 
to this, the only tendency o.f their nature was to do righteousness. 
In consequence of the first transgression, the state under which the 
posterity of Adam came into the world is so different from that of 
Adam that they have not that righteousness and purity which Adam 
had before the fall; they are not willing to obey God, but are in
clined to evil. Hence none, by virtue of anv natural {!O<'dness and 
mere work of their own: can become the children of God, but they 
are all dependent for salvation upon the redemption effected, through 
the blood of Christ, and upon being created anew unto obedience 
through the operation of the Sririt, both of which are freely pro
vided for every descendent of Adam. 

Chapter V-Of Christ 

Section I 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, possesses all divine perfections. 
As He and the Father are one, He in His divine nature, filled all the 
offices and performed the \vorks of God to His creatures that have 
been the subjects of revelatbns to us As man, he performed all the 
duties toward God that we tJfe required to perform, repentance of 
sin excepted. 

His divinHy is proved from His titles, His attributes, and His 
works. 

1. HIS TITLES. The Bible ascribes to Christ the titles of Savior, 
Jehovah, Lord of hosts, the first and the last, God, true God, Great 
God over all, mighty God, and the everlastinl": Father. 

2. HIS ATTRIBUTES. He is eternal, unchangeable, omnipresent, 
omniscient, omnipotent, holy, and is to be worshipoed. 

3. HIS "WORKS. By Christ the world was created. He preserves, 
and governs it; He has provided redemption for all men and He will 
be their final judge. 

Section II-The Incarnation of Christ 

The Word, which in the beginning was with God and which was 
God, by whom all things were made condescended to a state of 
humiliation in being united with human nature and becoming like us, 
pollution and sin excepted. In this state, as a subject of the law, He 
was liable to the infirmites of our nature, was tempted as we are, 
but lived our example, perfect obedience to the divine requirements. 
AJS Christ was made of the seed of David ae<:ording to the flesh, 

He is "the Son of man," and as the divine existence is the fountain 
from which He proceeded, and was the only agency by which He 
was begotten, He is "the Son of God," being the only begotten of 
the Father, and the only incarnation of the Divine Being. 

chapter VI-The Atonement and Mediation of Christ 

1 THE ATONEMENT. As sin cannot be pardoned with~ut a s~c
rifice. and the blood of beasts could never wash away sm, Christ 
gave 'Himself a sacrifice for the si?s of the world,. an~ thus made 
salvation possible for all men. He died for us, sufferm.g m our. stea~, 
to make known the righte~usne:ss o~ God, that He might be JUst. m 
justifying sinners who believe m HIS Son .. Throu~h t~e redemption 
effected by Christ salvation is actually enJoyed lfl th1~ ~orld, and 
will be enjoyed in the next by all who do not m this life re~ 
obedience to the known requirements of God. The atonement for sm 
was necessary. For present and future obedienc can .no more blot out 
our past sins than past obedience c.an remove th~ guilt of ,Prese:nt and 
future sins. If God pardoned the sins of men Without sa~1sfact.10n for 
the violation of His law it would follow that transgression nugh~ go 
on with impunity; government wot4d be abrogated, and the obliga
tion of obedience to God would be, m effect, removed. . , 

2. ME'DIATION OJ!" CHRIST. Our Lord not only d1ed for our 
sins, but He arose for our justification, and ascended up to he.aven, 
where as the only Mediator between God and man, He makes mter-
cessior't. for us, until He comes again. . 

3. We believe that all children dying in. infa~cy, havmg not ac
tually transgressed against the law of God, m their own persons are 
only subject to the first death which was brought on by the fall of 
the first Adam, and not that any one of tpem dying ~n t.hat state 
shall suffer punishment in hell by the guilt of Adam s sm for of 
such is the Kingdom of God. 

Chapter VII-The Holy Spirit 

1. The Scriptures ascribe to the Holy Spirit the acts an_d att.ri
butes of an intelligent being. He guides, knows, moves, gives ~
formation, commands, forbids, sends forth, reproves, and oan be sm-
ned against. . . 

2. The attributes of God are ascribed to the Holy S,P~rit. . 
3. The works of God are ascribed to the Holy Sp1r1t; creatiOn, 

inspiration, giving of life, and sanctification. 
4. The apostles assert that the Holy Spirit is Lord an<l; ~o4 .. 
From the foregoing the conclusion ~s th.at. the Holy ~p1r1t, IS 1n 

reality God and one with the Father m divine perfections. It has 
also been shown that Jesus Christ is God-one with the Father. Then 
these three: the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, are one God. 

The truth of this doctrine is also proved from the fact that the 
Father the Son and the Holy Ghost are united in the authority by 
which 'believers' are baptized; and in the bene~H~tions pro~ounced by 
the apostles, which are acts of the highest religiOus worship. 

Chapter Vill-The Gospel Call 

The call of the Gospel is co-extensive with .tJ:le atonement to .all 
!!len, both by the word and strivings of tl;le Sp1r1t,. so that salvat~on 
1s rendered equally possible to all, and, if any fail of eternal life, 
the fault is wholly his own. 

Chapter IX-Repentance 

The repentance which the Gospel requires. includes ~ deep con
viction, a penitential. sorrow, .an op~n confession, a decided l;la~red 
and an entire forsakmg all sm. Th1s repentance. God has enJOl~ed 
on all men and without it in this life the smner must pensh , 
eternally. 

Chapter X-Faith 

Saving faith is an assent of the mind to the fundament.al truths 
of revelation an acceptance of the Gospel, through the mfluence 
of the Holy Spirit, and a firm confidence and trust in Christ. The 



t~wt of faith is ob~e~ce .to the Gospel The pO\. ~~· tv ~tieve is the 
gift of G~ •. but behevmg IS an act of the creature. which IS r equired 
as. a condi~Ion of pardon, and w~thout which the sinner ~annot ob
tam s~lvat10n. ~ men are requrred to believe in Christ; and those 
who ~Ield obedience to this requirement become the cllildren of God 
by faith. 

' Chapter XI-Regeneration 

As man i~ a falle~ and sinful being, he must be regenerated in 
order to obtam salvatiOn. ~h}s change is an instantaneous renewal 
of the. heart by the Ho~y Spint, whereby the penitent sinner receives 
~ew hfe, ?ecom~s a dulq of God, and is disposed to serve Him. This 
Is ·~ailed m Scnpture bemg born again .- born of the Spirit, being 
q~~kened, passmg from death unto hfe, and a partaking of the 
divme nature. 

Chapter XU--Justification and Sanctification 

~· Jl!~TIFICATION. P~rsonal justification implies that the per
son JUstified has bee~ guilty before God, and in ~onsideration of 
the atonement of Chnst, accepted by faith the sinner is pardoned 
and. a~;>solved from ~he guilt of s~ and res~red to the divine favor. 
C~nst s atonement IS the ~oun~t10n of the sinner's redemption yet 
Without Fepentan~e and faith, It can never give him justificatiori. and 
pea~e with God. 

2. S!U':fCTIFICATION is the ~ontinuing of God's grace by which 
the Chnshan man ~on~tantly grows in grace and in the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Chapter XIII-Perseveran<:e of the Saints 

There are strong grounds to hope that the truly regenerate will 
persevere. un~o the end, and be saved, through the power of divine 
gra~e. which IS pledged fo_r their support, but their future obedience 
~n~ f11_1al salvatiOn _are neither d~termined nor certain, since through 
Infrrnnty and manifold temptatiOns they are in danger of falling; 
and they ou~ht t~erefore to wat-ch .and pray, lest they make ship
wreck ~of the1r faith and be lost. 

Chapter XIV-The Sabbath 

This is one day in seven, whith from the creation of the world 
Q;od has ~et apart for sacred rest and holy service. Under the former 
diSpensation, the seventh day of the week as commemorative of the 
work. of creation, was set ~part for the S~bbath. Under the Gospel, 
the first day of the week, m ~ommemoration of the resurrection of 
Christ, ~4 by authority of 9hrist and the apostles, is observed as 
the Christian Sabbath. On th1s day all men are required to refrain 
~om secular labor and dev.:>te themselves to the worship and serv
Ice of God. 

• Chapter XV-The Church 

A CHRISTIAN CHURCH is an organized body of believers in 
Christ, who statedly assemble to worship God, and who sustain the 
ordinances of the Gospel according to the Scriptures. Believers in 
Chr!st are ~~.mitted to this church on ~ivin~ evidence of faith in 
Chns~, obtammg consent o~ the body,_ bemg baptized, and receiving 
the right hand of fellowship. 

The Church of God, or members of the body of Ch,rist is the 
whole body of Christians throughout the whole world an'd none 
but the regenerate are its members. ' 

Chapter XVI-Tithing 

Both the Old and New Scriptures teach Tithing as God's financial 
plan for the support of His work. 

# 

• Chapter :XVII-The Gospel Ministry 

1. QUALIFICATION OF MINISTERS. They ~ust possess g;o~ 
natural and acquired abilities, deep and ardent piety, be espec1al}JI 
called of God to the work, and ordained by prayer and the laying oz: 
of hands. 

2. DUTIES OF MINISTERS. These are to preacll the Word, ad
minister the ordinances of the Gospel, visit their people, and other
wise perform the work of faithful ministers. 

Chapter XVIII-Ordinances of the Gospel 

1. CHRISTIAN BAPTISM. This is the immersion of believer~ ~n 
water in the name of the Father, the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
in which are represented the burial an'd resurrection of Chris.t, the 
death of Christ, the death of Christians to the world, the washing of 
their souls from the pollution of sin, their rising to newness of life. 
their engagement to serve God, and their resurrection at the last day. 

2. THE LORD'S SUPPER. This is a rommemoration of the death 
of Christ for our sins, in the use of bread which He rna'de the em
blem of His broken body, and the ~up, the emblem of His shed blood, 
and by it the believer expresses his love for Christ, his faith and 
hope in Him a!lq pledges to Him perpetual fideli~y: . . 

It is the pnvllege and duty of all who have sp1ntual uruon w1th 
Christ to commemorate His death; and no man has a right to forbid 
these tokens to the least of His disciples. 

3. WASHING THE SAINTS FEET. This is a sacred or~ance, 
which teaches humility, and reminds the believer of the necessity of 
a daily cleansing from all sin. It was inst~tuted by . the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and called an "example" on the mght of His be~rayal, and 
in connection With the institution of the Lord,s Supper. It IS the duty 
and happy prerogative of every believer to observe this sacred or-
dinance. 

Chapter XIX-Death 

1. DEATH- As a result of sin, all mankind, is subject to the 
death of the body. The soul does not die with the body; but immedi
ately after death enters into a conscious state of happiness or misery, 
according to the ~haracter here possessed. 

• 

Chapter XX---Second Coming of Christ 

The Lord Jesus, wh~ ascended on high, and si~s at the. right h3?d 
of God, will come agam, to close the Gospel d1spensabon, glorify 
His saints, and judge the world. 

Chapter XXI-The Resurrection 

The Scriptures teach the resurrection of the bodies of all men, 
each in its own order; they have done good will come forth to the 
resurrection of life, and they that have done evil to the resurrection 
of damnation. 

Chapter XXII-The Final Jud_gment and Final Retribution 
1. THE FINAL JUDGMENT. There will be a final judgment, 

when time and man's probation will ~lose forever. Then all men 
will be judged according to their works. 

2. FINAL RETRffiUTION. Immediately after tne final judgment, 
the righteous will enter into eternal life, and the wicked will go 
into a state of endless punishment. 
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