
MINUTES 
OF THE TWELFTH ANNUAL MEETING 

i · California State Conference 
OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS 

Ministers and Deacons 

Held With The 
KERMAN FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH 

Ocloher 31, November 1, 2, 1957 
Kerman, California 

* 
Nexl Meeting Al · 

ARVIN FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH 
Arvin, California 

Ocloher 30, 31, 1958 · 
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OFFICERS 

Earl Jensen President 

F. A. McCage .......................... Vice President 

Delmer T. Priest ···············-··················· Clerk 

Francis Boyle ........................ Assistant Clerk 

Ministers 

Deacons 

Total 

MEMBERSHIP 

~------·············---------------·-·············--------

------------------·-··------------------------------------

129 
164 

293 



THURSDAY EVENING SESSION 

The president called J:he Conference to order, 
singing lead by Bro. Rush, scripture reading by 
Rev. Joe Blair, Gal. 5-22,. prayer by Bro. Hol­
land. De-.rofionr>l service IE!ad by Bro. Lonnie 
McAlister. Special singing by Selma Trio, "I 
VJ"ill Not Be A Stranger" and "Have You Been 
To Him In Prayer." 

Introducl:ory message by Rev. Winston Law­
less, Text, "The Kingdom of God," Romans 14:17. 
Pasl:or assigned homes to the visitors, dismissed 
in prayer by Bro. Franklin. 

FRIDAY MORNING SESSION 

Conference called to order by the president, 
singing lead by Rev. Jerry Dudley, scriptur3 
reading by Rev. Woolery, using Psalms 133, 
prayer by Bro. Clark Casteel. Welcome by Bro. 
0. H. Doss, Response by Bro. Reel. 

Reading of the letters from the four associa­
tions, Golden Gate, Center, Southern and Wesl: 
Coast. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Officers elected as follows: Rev. Earl Jensen, 
president; Rev. F. A. McCage, vice president, 
Delmer T. Priest, clerk, and Rev. Francis Boyle, 
assistant clerk. 

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES 
Divine Service- Bro. Watts, Bro. Hall, Bro. 

Holliday, Bro. Roberts and Bro. Twilly. 



Resolution Committee Bro. Casteel, Bro. 
Morris, Bro. Woolery, Bro. Blair and Bro. Geo. 
McLain. 

Finance Committee Jack Craven, John Reel, 
Bro. Winters, Dean Moore, and Gene Rogers. 

Obituary Committee- Bro. Bridges, Riddle, 
Johns and Dudley. 

Voted ·to meet with Arvin Church, Thursday 
night, October 30, and Friday, October 31, ·1958, 
the Conference to close Friday night, Octob&r 
31, if finished with all the· business. 

Bro. John Reel elected to bring the Introduc· 
tory message, Jerry Dudley, alternate. Host pas· 
tor is to make up ihe pz:ogram. Divine Commit-

· tee reported that Rev. I. B. Dunnaway would 
preach ihe 11 o'clock message and Rev. Fascio 
to preach the evening massage. Adjourned until 
1 :30 PM dismissed in prayer by Bro. Bridges. 

1:00 O'CLOCK SERVICE 

Singing lead by Lonnie McAlister, Prayer 
by Bro. Sweeten, special singing by mixed 
quartet from Blythe and Kerman Churches. 
Message by Rev. I. B. Dunnaway, "Text, Rev. 
20·1". Dismissed by Rev. Geo. McLain. 

1 :3·0 O'CLOCK SESSION 

Singing lead by Rev. Joe Mooneyham, Prayer 
by Bro. Waltman, Voted to continue with 
business. Voted to change the wording in 
Amendment No. 1. (sea amendment). 



Voted to accept polity committee report, !ilee 
report. 

Resolution No. 1 passed, see resolution, Reso-
lution No. 2 passed. 

Obituary report accepted, see report. 

Finance report accepted, see report. 

Adjourned: Dismissed in prayer by Rev. Dean 
Moore. 

FRIDAY EVENING SERVICE 

Open by singing, led by Bro. I. B. Dunnaway, 
prayer by Bro. Franklin, Special singing by 
Men's quartet and Kerman quartet, solo by Sis~ 
fer Winters. Devotional led by Bro. Lonnie Rol­
en. Message by Bro. Fascio, "Text, 'The Christian 
Approach,' Hebrews, chapter 4 verses 14:16.'~ 
Bro. Fascio preached a wonderful message and 
good spirit prevailed, had an old fashioned 
hand shake at close of the message. Dismissed 
in prayer by Bro. Edward Johns. 

FINANCE REPORT 

We recommend that the Clerk be paid $30.00 
and the Moderator be paid $15.00. 

We recommend that 750 minutes of this Con­
ference be printed. 

We recommend that each subordinate Con­
ference send $10.00 per active Church to the 
State Conference, SS.OO to go to the host Church 
and $5.00 for state ·expenses. 



RESOLUTION 
No. 1- Be it resolved that the 

Deacons Wives be included in 
fund. 

Ministers and 
the Mortuarv • 

No. 2- Be it resolved that this body give the 
Kerman Church a standing vote of thanks for 
their fine hospitality. 

OBITUARY 

vV e the Obituary committee report the follow­
each at his passing into eternity, Rev. Aaron 
ing ha~ been called into the re,ward awaiting 
Lewis, Farmersville, Calif. We recommend a 
moment of silence and prayer in rememberance 
of Bro. Lewis. 

We recommend that the Ministers and Dea­
cons Conference busy ourselves with the Trea+­
ies definition of purpose etc. for our Confer­
ence. Our doctrinal differences are to be dis­
cussed in this meeting according to Section II, 
Item I, page 49 of Practice of the Free Will Bap­
tist, contained in the treaties, 1953 edition. 

MORTUARY FUND 

A check for $146.00 was sent to Mrs. Aaron 
Le,wis, at the passing of her husband, Rev. Aaron 
Lewis. At tho present time there are ninety 
one {91) paid up members. If you wish to pay 
your dues or join, please send $2.00 to Delmer 
T. Priest, 836 Ventura Street, Richmond, Cali!. 
Don't forget, your wife can also become n. 
member. 



TREASURER'S REPORT 

In bank at beginning of year .................... $453.83 
Stanislaus Publishing Go. ·............................ 62.40 
Postage for mailing minutes ···········--·······-··· 2.90 

Leaving balance of ................................ $388.53 . 

Collected from conference (Fierman) ........ 520.\JO 
Paid host church (Fierman) ........................ 260.00 

Balance on hand .................................... $648.53 

Adjourned until Thursday night, October 30, 
and Friday, October 31, 1958, at Arvin Church, 
Arvin, California. 

NOTICE 

In sending letters to the State· Ministers and 
Deacons Conference, please include· addresses 
of all Ministers and Deacons. 

1958 CALENDAR 

The Golden Gate Ministers and Deacons Con· 
ference is held the first three 5th Sundays 
with the other meeting being to convene with 
the State in October. 

lsi will meet March 28, 29, 1958 at First Mo· 
desto Free Will Baptist Church at Leo and Sam 
Avenues, Modesto. 

2nd-June 27th, 28th, 1958 
3rd-August 29th, 30th, 1958 
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BY LAWS 

ARTICLE 1 
The clerk or assistant clerk, or in their ab· 

sence the senior minister in years, shall call the 
ministers present into conference. If a quorum 
is present the President or in his absence the 
Vice-President shall moderate the meeting. If 
neither of these are present, the senior minister 
in years shall be in charge. 

ARTICLE 2 
It shall be the duty of the clerk to enroll the 

ministers of the conference. Ministers and Dea· 
cons shall present themselves with proper evi· 
dence of their rights to seats therein, and those 
enrolled by the clerk shall compose the confer· 
ence. In case of questionable representation the 
case under question shall be referred to the 
Credential Committee. 

ARTICLE 3 
Each minister and deacon belonging to this 

conference must be a member .of some church in 
California and should report to each session in 
person or by leil:er and failing to do so for one 
year is subject to discipline. 

ARTICLE 4 
Each conference shall be opened by reading a 

porHon of God's word and prayer, and each 
session shall be closed with prayer. 

ARTICLE 5 
By a two-thirds vote of the members present 

a ruling of the President may be overruled. 



ARTICLE .6 
This conference shall sit with open doors, ex­

cept when it shall go inlo a committee as a 
whole. 

ARTICLE· 7 

No member shall absent himself from the con­
gregation during its meeting without permission 
from the President. 

ARTICLE 8 
No person shall be allowed to nominate more 

than one member of a committee, unless person 
nominated is not elected. 

ARTICLE9. 

The President shall not allow discussions when 
not carried on in a Christian spirit, or when he 
thinks it will cause discord. 

ARTICLE 10 

Anyone desiring to speak shall rise and ad­
dress the President by the appellation, "Brother 
Preddent," but shall not speak further until 
recognized. 

ARTICLE 11 
. 

No member of this conference shall be allow-
ed to speak more than five minutes, nor twice 
on the same subject without permission from 
fhe President. 



ARTICLE 12 
Be it resolved that each subordinate associa­

tion send a letter to this conference giving 
names of all ministers and deacons who are in 
good standing. 

ARTICLE 13 
These By-Laws may be altered or amended at 

any regular or adjourned session of this confer­
ence by a two-thirds vote of the members present. 

CONSTITUTION 

ARTICLE 1 
This ministers and deacons conference shall 

be called the California State Free Will Baptist 
Ministers and Deacons Conference and shall be 
composed of ordained Free Will Baptist Mini­
sters and Deacons who are members of some 
orthodox Free Will Baptist Church in the state 
of California. 

ARTICLE 2 
The officers of this conference shall be Presi­

dent, Vice-President, Clerk, Asst. Clerk and 
Treasurer,· who shall be elected annually. 

ARTICLE 3 
This conference shall have the power to dis­

cipline its members . 
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ATRICLE 4 
Every ordained minister and deacon in the 

State of California should be a member of this 
conference and is required to report in each 
session in person or by letter. Every member 
shall be required to carry a card of identifica· 
tion and recommendation from this conference, 
and said card to be issued annually. 

ARTICLE 5 
This conference shall meet annually. 

ARTICLE 6 
This Constitution may be amended by a two­

ihirds vote of the members present at any reg· 
ular session. 

Amendment No. 1 
Be it resolved that the Ministers and Deacons 

Conference of California recognize no minister 
advocating Premellinialism as Free Will Bap· 
tist doctrine. 
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• COVENANT 

. Having given ourselves to· God by faith in 
Christ,. and being called and chosen to the Min­
ist::y and Deaconship, we give ourselves to one 

· another, by the will of God in this solemn 
covenant. 
. . We . promise by the grace of God to love and 
support our brother minister to the advancement 
of the Gospel and the Glory of God. 

We will not be partakers of any sinful amuse· 
ment, neither shall we conduct ourselves in any 
manner at any time that will bring reproach on 
the ministry or hinder God's cause. 
_ We agree to faithfully discharge our obliga· 
tions. and duties, to study to show ourselves ap· 
proved unto God a workman that needeth not to 

·be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth. 
We willingly by self denial, agree to promote 

the Gospel and by faith, endeavor to "Grow in 
Grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. We agree to reprove with I 

! 
' " ' ! 
• 

meekness and to watch over one another in love 1· 
and affection, endeav.or to keep the unify of the 
Spirit" in the bonds of peace. To be careful of 
one another's happiness, reputation, and mini· 
5terial success. Seek to strengthen and encour-
age one another, and at all time promote the 
success of the church and Gospel of our Lord 
and Savior. We will at all time hold Christian 
principles sacred, and Christian obligations and 
enterprises supreme, counting il: our chief mis-
:;ion in life to carry God's eternal message to 



those who are dead in sin, that they may be 
resurrected by "Saving Grace." 

To this end we agree to labor for the promo· 
tion of Education and Denominational enter­
prises, constantly praying and toiling for greater 
ochievernent for Christ. May the God of peace 
sanctify us blameless unto the corning of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
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MINISTERS ROLL 

GOLDEN GATE ASSOCIATION 

B. G. Taylor, General Delivery, Petaluma 
Carl Young, 113 Howard St., Petaluma 
Judge Pierce, P. 0. Box 24, Firebaugh 
J. S. Cox, 1519 Elm Street, Atwater 
Henry Williams, P. 0. Box 238, Winton 
F. A. McCage, 915 Acacia, Modesto 
Archie Mayhew, 2028 Miller, Modesto 
Robert Carter, 1762 Spokane Street, Modesto 
Don Robirds, 1718 1h Gene Road, Ceres 
I. L. Boggs, 1721 Hagar Dr., San Jose 
Benny Brown, 2035 Jackson Street, Santa Clara 
Je&si Owens, 119 Market Street, Agnew 
Roy Pembrook, 1852 Alvarado Ave., Walnut 

Creek 
Robert Cantrell, 1436 Dineen, Martinez 
Glenn Smith, U. S. Navy 
Jerry Dudley, 710 Williams Way, Concord 
Boyd Allen, 61 YlaUinger Village, PlEmsanton 
T. Cantrell, 1282 Mt. Diablo, Concord 
Billy G. Fi:elton, 1210 Pecos Ave., Modesto 
B. J Brown, 776 Holly Blvd., Salinas 
Earnest Wood, No. 8 Lagunifa Boad, Salinas 
Neal Moore, Casterville 
Leonard Rial, 31 Dolores, Watsonville 
Earl Jensen, Landers and C. Street, Turlock 
John Waltman, 667 8th Street, Turlock 
R. C. Hampton, 2004 Aloha Way, Modesto 
C. L. Florence, 1333 Collier, Modesto 
Dean Moore, 2824 May Road, El Sobrante 
Roma S~ewart, Newark 



MINISTERS ROLL 
Golden Gale (Continued) 

E. E. Morris, 1726 Lincoln Ave., Richmond 
Dewey Vlood, 1812 Esmond, Richmond 
Virgil Mustaine, 2545 Tenn. Ave., Vallejo 
Walter Bedell, 1401 Coalinga Ave., Richmond 
Otis Farris, 531 19th Street, Richmond 
Ronald Winkle, 643 37th Street, Richmond 
Jack Wood (Licenced) U. S. Army 
Frank Hoffman, 2014 East 30th Street, Oakland 
James E. Sweeten, P. 0. Box 899, Turlock 
A. E. Keeney, Stockton, 
Gene Womack 
Clarke Casteel 
J. D. Williams 
John Clifton 

W. T. Cantrell, Sr. 
Earnest Snowder 
Clinton Wood 
Garrett Pusley 

CENTER ASSOCIATION 
0. H. Doss, P. 0. Box 724, Kennan 
Doice McAllister, P. 0. Box 513, Kerman 
Lonnie Rolen, 4065 E. Montecito, Fresno 
Robert L. Groves, 3115 E. Lews, Fresno 
Cecil Thurman, 1523 W. Dayton, Fresno 
Delmer Scroggins, P. 0. Box 411, Parlier 
G. B. Ramsey, 1404 Tucker, Selma 
Verlin Ramsey, 860 Sycamore, Newark 
Edgar Mize, P. 0. Box 1071, Olivehurst 
G. M. Condley, 116 Springfield, Reedley 
Earl Ramsey, Pinedale, 
Ray Morris, Orange Cove 
Raymond Hinsley, Pinedale 
J. E. Bridges, P. 0. Box 305, Orange Cove 
Joy Freeman, P. 0. Box 37, Kerman, 
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MINISTERS ROLL 

Center (Continued) 
0. J. Mount 
Delbert Spain 
Cecil Morris 
George McLain 
Riley Hollins 
Sam Winters 

I. B. Dunnaway 
Ovnlon R. Lee 
W. L. Livingston 
Troy Turner 
P. E. Lambert 

SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION 
Francis Boyle 
Jack Craven Jr. 
Bob Leads 
Harold Talley 
Arvilla Nelson 
Walter Brown 
Edward Johns 
Melvin Tolbert 
Meryl Erickson 
J. A. Franklin 
Norman Cathey 
Gene Rogers 
Eugene Shaw 
Don Farris 
Newell Bonner 

Arval W ollery 
L. C. Lynch 
Brekie Story 
Guy McGuire 
Norman Colcleasure 
Leonard Loyd 
D. J. Rowlett 
J. N. Allen 
L. Pi. Wood 
Ray Letsinger 
Walker Dixon 
Lee Ramsey 
Elzie Owens 
Bob Evans 

WEST COAST ASSOCIATION 
Wiley Gregory 
Beryl Brakebill 
Gloster Barlow 
Willie L. Talbert 
Pete Robertson 

Bobby Joe Blair 
Don Bias 
Henry Scroggins 
J. E. Yandell 
C. R. Fassio 
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MINISTERS :ROLL 

Wesf Coast 
Lloyd Reddick 
Lonnie McAlister 
Rile! Hoskins 
Wilber Clark 
J. L. Reel 
H. H.. Casterwood 
A. J. Jacoe 
Fletcher Adcock 

• 

(Continued) 
Beryl Blair 
F. C. Berry 
Claudie Hames 
B. J. Hood 
W. A. Roberts 
Jesse Williamson 
Charles Duckworth 
M. A. Bryant 
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DEACONS ROLL 

GOLDEN GATE ASSOCIATION 

W. B. Kennedy, 471 Cleveland Lane, Petaluma 
W. D. Prescott, 471 Cleveland Lane, Petaluma 
William S. Taylor, 4299 Lakeville Hy., Petaluma 
Tony Moore, Rt. 3, Box 315, Merced 
Clarence Speck, Rt. 1 Box 95-AS, Merced 
John Farmby, 2646 N. Airport, Merced 

. M. D. Percifield, 1731 Gene Road, Ceres 
L. A. Adkins, 1718 Gene Road, Ceres 
J. A. Roberts, 1931 Glenda Road, Ceres 
Grady Henley, 1251 West lOth Street, Merced 
Walter Wood, 2022 Glenda Road, Ceres 
John Wood, 2044 Glenda Road, Ceres 
Jake Newman, 801 Rosienda Dr., Campbell 
i\lvin Spears, 331 Carmelita Dr., Mt. View 
rranklin Headley, 1962 Curtner, San Jose 
Floyd Smith, 14275 Mulberry Dr., Campbell 
John Taylor, 580 Flora Ave., Campbell 
Ray Peevyhouser, 1733 Frances Ave., Santa Clara 
R. B. Hughes, 2956 Euclid Ave., Concord 
0. L. Cremeen, 850 Galindo, Concord 
Leo Jackson, 3719 Willows Pass Road, Concerd 
W. F. Howe, No. 5 State St., Postdam, New York 
J. V. Meeks, Juanita Blvd., Salinas 
Carles Van Horn, 633 Middlefield Road., Salinas 
Gordon Bradshaw, Rosita Dr., Salinas 
Bill Cathy, Freedom 
Odith C. Brown, Watsonville 
E. E. Stifford, Watsonville 
Harry Ed'wards, 5400 Garvin Ave., Richmond 
Paul Kennedy, 2906 15th Street, San Pablo 



.. 
DEACONS ROLL 

Golden Gale (Continued) 

Edgar Caton, 68 Nancy Dr., San Pablo 
Millard Dunson, Greenfield, 
Eugene Rssell, 1925 Wilcox, San Pablo 
Jack Moore, 2728 16th Street, San Pablo 
Pete Conner, 2540 Wimbledon, Napa 
Dick Shipman, 479 39th Street, Richmond 
Clarence Chisum, P. 0. Box 90, Hercules 
Andrew Dugan, 2150 West Peublo, Napa 
Delmer T. Priest, 836 Ventura Ave., Richmond 
J. 0. Moore, 2050 Mariposa, Stockton 
Manuel Perea, Oakland 
Burnett Lunsford 
T. V. Carter 
R. C. Watts 
John Brown 
Ralph Groves 
Herbert Foster 

Alfred Dickerson 
G. D. Skinner 
E. L. Floyd 
James R. Twilley 
A. E. Keeney 

CENTER ASSOCIATION 
W. J. Rush; 17402 W. Whitesbridge, Kerman 
J. W. Hall, P. 0. Box 355, Fierman 
J. M. Rolen, 410 So. Shasta, Fierman 
n. R. Kemp, 16455 W. Neilson, Fierman 
Will Floyd, 4077 E. Jenson, Fresno 
Elijah Wheeler, E. Montecito, Fresno 
John Wood, E. Nevada, Fresno 
Orville Higgs, 655 So. Lind, Fresno 
Joy McLain, 4670 El Monte Street, Fresno 
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Herbert R. Parker, 136 W. Buckingham Way, 
Fresno, Calif. 



DEACONS ROLL 
Center (Continued) 

Estelle Martin, 2671, So. 9th Street, Fresno 
Denio Colvin, 83 . So. Piedra Road, Singer 
Charley Scoggins, P. 0. Box 411, Parlier 
Marion· Oglesby, 41 ,Elizabeth, Reedley 
George Davis, P. 0. Box 366, Parlier 
Fred Morris, 3819 Barton Square, Fresno 
Fred Burton, 117 Fir, Peneda le 
Gragrie Hunsucker, Orosi, Calif. 
John Jackson, Gen. Del., Orange Cove 
Earl McCullen Edward Shores 
Herbert Kennedy Roy · Shores 
Virgil Little Marion Smith 
Errin Pendley Earl Buchanan 

SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION 

J. B. Smith • 
Wilburn Holliday 
Henert Horton 
Howard Bennett 
George Davis 
Barney Van Winkle 
James Groves 
Fred Session 
Charlie Riley 
Curtis Nixon 
M. J. Jackson 
Lee Hiller . 
Ruphes Johns 
Richard Haggar 
Alto Todd 

Laurel McFarland 
0. V. White 
Neal Watts 
Elza Johns 
Paul Griffin 
Lester Kyle 
S. H. Sanders 
Arthur Ford 
Carol Tayler 
Abner Nelms 
J. A. Titsworth 
Noel Helums 
Emmitt Barr 
Jasper Gates 
Joe Mauldin 



DEACONS ROLL 

Southern (Continued) 

Ira Malson 
Tip Richardson 
Wade Kiern 
Golden A. Burden 
Euel Allen 
Roy Wade 
R. E. Denton 
Lowell Moore 

J. D. Lewis 
Elmer Jones 
Alfred Woody 
H. H. Stout 
Clarence Taylor 
Charlie Jones 
Alvin Long 
P. A. Eussery 

WEST COAST ASSOCIATION 

Leonard King 
Columbus Howard 
Estel Newport 
Cleo Suggs 
L. C. Crosswhite 
Barney Henthorne 
Bob Vandivort 
Carol Cravens 
E. J. Rader 
Carol Rodden 
Ed Gilliam 
Herbert Bartlett 
Lyman Hall 
Porter Clark 
John D. Jones 
Billy Christensen 
Melbourne R. Boggs 
Edward Pierce 
Esmond Wheeler 
Robert Riddle 

Roy Pierce 
J. W. Shumate 
EvereU Lewis 
C. B. Smith 
J. D. De Groot 
Wayne Rice 
Tom Maiihews 
Hem Holman 
J. J. Sparks 
Walker Nichols 
Charles Kirkpatrick 
Pete Bonds 
Ed Metcalf 
Gus Berry 
Jack Bailey 
Truman Mims 
S. P. Dexter 
Willard Bartholemue 
Andrew Roberts 
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