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Canadian Association
of
FREE WILL BAPTIST
CHURCH OF GOD

1951

Proceedings of the 46th

Annual Session

Convened With Vanzant Church,

b.S Vanzant, Oklahoma, Beginning on
' Wednesday Night Before the Second
i Sunday in August, 1951
!
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"MinUtels
Cof the ©

I‘oxty Sxxth Annual Sessmn |
S of the |

anadmn Assocntlon .

FREE VVILL BAPTIST CHURCH
of God o

OFFICERS '

Clerk __;_'____r_v_g_"_'y_r_*_’;’;;_;____ Slster Audrey Overlease
Ass’t. Clerk - “,_‘—4—,’—7_%_"_1_7_“;__;’_:_“ Slster Clara Caton'

Dlder Melvm Mouser. _Q_-l;_'_’__";’_;A_‘_i:__\,_'__f‘_;____ One Ye:u
Elder W E. Wilson ,—-’-f--'fv414:-{'-'—:f.-?;-:1-‘—'—,¥'-i:?'~;- Two Years
Elder Carl Shivers .__'_"_"5___,',_;_‘;;f_;;_;;‘_;_; Three Years
Elder Olin. Bevon ve_'____‘_‘__‘__‘_‘_“_-_;_;_’_‘_Y__v__»_ Four “Years

Flder Leonard Bean _;,_g___*;_13’_:,;:‘__‘_'_‘_‘_",_'_;‘__ Five Years

The next annual sessmn of thlS Assomatnon W111 be
held w1th the Weleetka Church on Wednesday nlght before

the:2nd Sunday in’ Audust 1952,
1




ORDER OF BUSINESS

Intrsductory Sermon '~ - o

House called to order by Moderator'
Letters called for, read and recelved ;
Right hand of fellowshlp and seatmg of Delegates.

I

Election of Officers
6. Petitionary letters called. for. ...
7. Reading rules of order. (By-Laws).
Invite visiting brothern to seats in Council.. -
9. 'Appointment of -Comm}lttees._ -
10. Unfinished business. R
11. New business.
12. Report of Committees. .
13. Miscellaneous business k

. Annual Sessxon of,Canadian Association met with the Vanzant

Church Wednesday nlgnt August 8th, 1951, Services were opened -
with Congregational singing led by. Sis. Joy Vanzant, . and prayer
by Eld. W. E. Wilson. Elder Carl Shivers acted as Moderator- -pro-tem.
A special number.in song was rendered by Eld. Marion Caton, Sis.
Caton, Eld. W. E. Wilson and Joe Caton, Devotional services were
led by Sis. Erma Smith. Several more specials were enjoyed and: an
altar prayer followed. Elder Tom Elliott delivered an inspiring
message on the 15th Chapter of John. An altar call was made. And
the meeting was dismissed in prayer.

Thursday morning Session of Canadian Association opened with
singing led by Bro. Claud- Chisum.*Prayer by Eld. Arthur Reid.
Moderator Marion Caton in charge. He chose Psalms 133 Chapter
as his scripture reading. Prayer by Elder McCready. Moderator the
body ready fer business. Letters of various. churches called for -at
this time: Holdenville; Hanna; Cross Roads, Schoolton, Spring Creek,
Paden, Vanzant, Allen Non, Weleetka and Hill - Top responded

" Motion carried we ¢all for petitionary “letters. Calvin and Oke-
mah presented petitionary letters. Motion carried we receive the
two churches into our organization and Delegates to be seated. The
temporary appointed divine Committee reports that -Eld. Ernest
Harrison and Eld. George Taylor will bring the ecleven o’clock
message. Recessed for: five minutes. Called together by singing led
by Eld. Wilson and Sis. Martha Crow at the piano. Elder Harrison
chose as his message, “Why are you not a Christian?” Eld. Taylor
used, “Why are  You a Sinner?” Both were wonderful messages.
Lunch was served at the'church: Elder Arthur Reid graced the table.

Thursday afternoon session was opened with- singing. led by
Sis. Joy Dell Vanzant, Prayer by:Eld. Lonnie Hall. :Assistant Moder-
ator, Eld. Wilson read Romans 12:1-5 as h1s scrlpture and Moderator
. declared body ready for business.: :

2



075 Officers ‘elécted were ‘as folows

; ...... Moderator

Eld. Ernest Harrison ‘.
‘Eld." Cecil "McKenzie ™| Asst Moderator
Sis.‘Audrey Overlease -.Clerk

S1s Clara Caton .....ciiciovevnnenedcs il
: And’ Commlttees appo d were as follows
Divine - Commlttee—Bro Loy Shlvers, Br
Bro.-Young, - - -
‘Resolution Commlttee—Eld Mamon Caton,

Bro Claud Chisum. "2
- Sunday.i School: Commlttee—Bro Lyle, SlS, Ruth Walker and

Sls Mattie Harriman.
Bessw Shaeffer, Eld Leonard

- Asst ‘Clerk

George Re1ch and
Eld. ~Lonn1e Hall

Finance' Commlttee SlS
ean, and.Sis. Melvin Mouser. - .
Obituary - ‘Committee—Sis.” Lila” W1lson SlS Mlldred Searcy
and. Sis. Florence. Burden. |, . .
" Temperance - Commlttee—Bro. Jlmmy Searcy, Bro
Strlckland and Sis. Young. . e TR T
<" 'Recéssed 'for th1rty mlnutes Sess1on called together Wlth song
'led by- Bro. ‘Wilson. Eld.” ,Champion led prayer,.Motion carried we
I‘e\.GIVC the minutes’ approved as read and all ordmatmns be carrled
cver in the Annual Minutes." LR : .
“"* Motion carried we abolish the Assoc1at1onal Camp Meetmg and
rev1va1 money.

Motion carried Annual Association will convene at thesWeleetka
Church.. Eld.. Carl Shivers:and:/Eld. Claud Chlsum were chosen to
brmg the 1ntroductory message.

- Motion carried we;select a 51te for Assomatlonal Camp grounds
Mot1on carmed we adJourn business meetmg until; 9 30- Frlday morn- :
ing."

.[‘huroay mght Sessmn opened with Congregatlonal s1ng1ng and
prayer’ led by Eld:'Leonard’ Bean, Mod: Ernest iHarrison in’charge.
Oid-fashicned altar of prayer: by Eld."Arthur:Reid. Eld. Olen Bevons
in charge of:Devotional Services, Eld. Claud Chlsum ‘and ‘Eld. "W.E.
Wilson: dehvered 1nsp1r1ng messages‘on ““Prayer.”. After: placing
delegates in homes:for‘the -night, .Bro. Melton Baughn dismissed

- meeting .with prayer. ..

I'uday ‘morning- opened with smgmg led .by Eld. ‘W. E.. Wilson.
Moderator ' Ernest’ Harrison' in “charge.’ .Moderator. “declared  body
ready: for’ ‘business. Motion carried ‘a committee be selected  from
this ‘body (other than ‘ministers) ‘to work’ with League Committee
about ‘Ass.:Camp Grounds, Th1s commlttee cons1sts of Bro Lyle,
Bro. Martin, and_ Bro. Berry. - o

Motion' carriéd highest voted man to be cha1rman of this com-
mittee,..(Bro. :Lyle)., Motion. carried committee .make -a-.report to
ea"h individual thirtéen,churches béfore the first ‘quarterly meeting.

-Motion carried that the guarterly meetings he placed as.follows»

First- quarterly ‘meeling with’ Calvin on Thursday night before
the 2nd Sunday, in Nov. 1951. Eld. Odis Robmson and: Eld Bevons
to bring the introductory messages.

" Second quarterly meeting to be held at Sehoolton on. Thursdas
night before. the 2nd Sunday in February, 1952.

Third quarterly meeting to be held at Cross Roads on Thursday,
night before the 2nd Sunday in May, ‘1952.

- Recessed. for -15 ‘minutes. Called back into session with singing
led by Joy Vanzant. Eld. Bevons and Elder Bean delivered wonder-

8

. J ohnny




.

ful messages and a soul was won to the.Lord. Dlsmlssed for luncn
-and Elder Jim Edmond graced the table. = - .. o g

~Friday evening session began with Congregatlonal smgmg led
gy B}ro Chlsum, praye1 by, Eld Harrlson and.a solo by Bermce

mit

Motlon carried - Brethen having more -than one offlce has the‘
privilege of: selecting the one he desires. Motion: carried we receive
Evangelist report as read. Eld. Tom Elliot and Eld Marlon Caton
were “selected ‘as our, Evangelists, - ;.70

Delegates elected to the State Assocratlon were Bro Loy
Shivers, | :Bro. Lyle, ‘and:*Bro. - Jim - Martin.: Elder Marlon Caton
elected as delegate to the General Board for: ‘hext year in

““Motion’ carried’ that minutes ‘were to. be accepted as read Meet-
ing turned over to the two oldest mlmsters, Elder McCready and
Eld."Arthur Reid.” :
...... Motion carrled that we accept the report of the Commlttees
‘appointed and’ discharge sama. :

;... Moticn carried clerk check to see how much each church owes
cur Evangelist. Motion’ carried ‘we. give, Vanzant'a standing vote of
thanks for their kindness and ‘hospitality shown'during this session.

. * Motion carried-we adjourn’ until our ‘next ‘Annual Session’to be
held with the Weleetka church on Wednesday mght before the 2nd
Sunday in-August; 1952 L

Commlttee Reportsy 7o: o R PRI S

" 2Temperance: We, your Temperance Commlttee recommend that
each pastor preach at least one sermon on temperance each’ quarter.
‘We, also recommend that as a body:of. Christian people, we abstain
from ‘all mtoxrcatmg beverages and any other practice that defiles
the church RN . el Slgned by Commlttee

- :rObltuary. We, humbly submlt 10 God’s w1sdom in calhng from
‘our. midst’ our./Brothers -and :Sisters :in Christ:, Bro.Sam . Hollings-
worth, -Bro.: Silas ;Wilcox, .Bro."Lee- Burden,’ Bro John  Jones,: Bro.
Jim Radford, .Bro.-W.. Patterson, Bro. James: Crow, Bro.; Thomas,
Bro.;Tom Haggard and Sister E. C. Clark and:Sis. -Bertha Orr. -« .7«

e S10’ned by Committee '
L Sunday School' We the Sunday School Committee: recommend
that parents bring. thelr ‘children to Sunday School, teaching them
memory. verses from the’ Bible for each Sunday.. We recommend
cards be sent ‘to, absentees, - remlndmg them they were. missed and
mv1t1ng tnem back to Sunday School.

Slgned by Commlttee

Exammmg Board We, your Exammmg Committee, find Eld
Rlchard Venable of Holdenvule Church to be of sound doctrine and
‘faith‘ and .therefore recommend ‘him to his home ‘church-for his
ordination to the ministry. ‘We, also, recommend Bro. Nathaniel
Vanzant of Hill Top Church, Bro. Cephas Mouser of Spring Creek
Church, and Bro. Aubry. Willbanks of Calvin Church to thelr re-
spectwe churchcs to be ordamed as Deacons. .

; . ) Slgned by Commlttee

OLUTIONS : i
1995) No. 1. Be 1f resnlved that each pastor preach at least two
: doctrmal sermons each year, ° ..
;|



-No. 2. That if the churches of this asseciation, that do not pay
amount promised pastor if he fills his part of the agreement, shall
have no other pastor until they pay the deficit.

. (1936) No. 1. Be'ii resolved.that each minister make a written
report of his years work tc the annual Association.

. No. 3. Be it resolved that only ordained mmlsters and deacons
‘administer Ordinance of the church.

tth (1937) No. 2. Be it resolved that we carry out Gods plan on
‘tithing.
.- No. 3. Be it resolved that all ministers and ‘Deacons go before
the Examining board for qualification before ordination. - - :

Resolved. by Executive board on Auﬁust 22; 1950 that resolutlon
No. 2 of 1938, ke abolished.

‘ (1939) No 1. Be it resolved that thls Association so order all
churches in this Association prohibit the ue of tobacco in any form
inside the church building and that the pastor and deacons see that
this ruling be enforced.

" No 2. Resolved that this Association demand all ministers, -past-
oring in Canadian Association, while belonging to another associa-
tion, abide by Canadian Association laws, during their pastorial
care in it,

» (1940) Annual No. 1. Be it resolved that the devotional Com. Se-
lect no minister more than one time in any Association or quarterly
meetling..

Annual No. 2. Be it resolved-that each church make a report of
all deaths in their letter to the -Annual session. -

Resolved by Executive board August 22, 1950 to’ abollsh resolu-
'tlon No. 1. 1st quarterly meeting,

(1940) 1st quarterly meeting: Be it- resolved any person or per-
sons trylng to obstruct the duty of this Association, shall not hold a
seat in Aseomatlon untxl they make their acknowledgement and apol-
cgies for same.

(1940) 2nd quarterly No. 1. Be it resolved that this Assoc1at10n
require its licensed ministers to preach at least ten sermons ‘on
church government before ordaination.:

Resolved by Executive board August 22, 1950 to abohsh resolu-
‘tion No. 3, 1940.

: (1942) No. 1. Be it resolved that when an individual church call
‘the Executives board that they pay the expense of the board. .

Resolution by Executive- board August 22, 1950 that No. 1 of
flI‘St quarterly be abolished.-

2nd quarterly. Be it resolved that each church send letters to our
quarterly meetings like the form in our minutes.

(1943) No. 1. Be it resolved that we the Canadian Association,
send a letter with a corresponding delegate to sister associations to
help bring about a ‘better spirit of Christian friendship and broth-
erly love.

(1948) Be it resolved that each church send $15.00 minute and
association expenses to the annual session.

(1949) annual.-Be it resolved that this association elect minis-
ters to preach only for the flrst quarterly meeting and one quarterly
thereafter.

2nd quarterly No. 1. Be it resolved ‘that we carry out the plans
of our state association,

(1950) 2nd quarterly. Be it resolved that the Canadian Assoccia-
tion start a building fund for the purpose of building new churches
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" Cecil McKenzie, Route 2.

and be. it furtherrré‘scr)lved we éieét é boérdﬁf flve td édn’hhmter:
these funds. Be it also- resolved that we ask each resident membel

to contribute one dollar per member each year. ‘
(1951) No. 1. Be it resolved that.the Association elect a new -

moderator and clerk each year. (Not to succeed themselves.) -
No. 2 Be it resolved that the Association does not leave more
than two men -on any board for more than two years at one time

‘with the exception’ of .the Credentlal Commlttee to stand as 1t is

in, the Constitution.
.. No. 3. Be it resolved that no one hold more than one Offlce 1n

.this Association in any one year.

No. 4. Be it resolved that this Association leave Article On¢ of
the Constitution on this Association to read exactly as they are in

‘the Minutes with the exceptlon that tne clerk and assmtant shall also
‘be regular members.

No. 5 Be it resolved that we extend to the Vanant' Church and
community our  heart-felt thanks for their’ hearty welcome and
hospitality during our ten dey meetmg and  Annual Assocmtlon

Signed by,

. Committee
: MINISTERS DIRECTORY . .
Leonard Bean, Box 264 e - Wetumka,  Okla,

Olen Bevon, Route 2. Okemah, Okla,

J. N. Caton, 508 WeSt 4R .....oooooosooeiooceoesiiio: i, Ada, OKla.

Marion Caton Route 4 ....... . Holdenville, Okla.

J. P.»Champion ............ . Okemah, Okla.
Claud Cisum, BOX 2 .l aesieivs i one .Non, Okla.
Albert Collier .......... : , OKkla.
J. T. Elliott, Box 225 were... - Calvin, Okla.
Ernest Harrlson et ... Weleetka, Okla.
W. D. McCready, Route 2 ..., ...Okemah, Okla.

. Sasakwa, Okla

Carrie May -...... SRR s . Weleetka, Okla.
MEIVIN ITOUSET ..ooveiieiiieetesteeesteneeme e eeeeeseeseeeeeneneeenenesans Hanna, . Okla.
Gene Overlease, Box: 344 ..... ... Weleetka, Okla.
Arthur Reid ..., . ... Weleetka, Okla:
Odis RODIISON  ivieiiiiineesreserssioniiereresiassanirseoreressesasestarens - Okemah, Okla.
Carl Shivers, Route 1 ..ottt s eveseee e o Paden, Okla.
George Taylor, Box 86 .....icvreiiinieinn i feneedonnd ... Snomae, Okla,
W. E. Wilson, Box 103 ................. ST Holdenville, Okla.
) Orphanage Board
Fld. Cecil Mckenzie o . - . Eld. Odis Robinson

Eld. Tom EIlliott ; -~ Eld. Gene Overlease
‘ : E!d. Johnny Strickland. ~ S v

- Finance Board . Lo
Eld. Marion Caton - " IR - Eld. Weyland Bogle
Eld, Loy Shivers : e Eld.: Claud Chisum
: Eld. Johnny Searcy . :
Examining Board - = - . R
Eld. U. D. McCready : C ~ - Eld."U. E. Wilson
. : ~ ¢+ - Eld, Ernest Harrison ‘
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. Allen - . * " Albert- Collier "Carrie May - 67 2:  Full Time
Calvin Leonard Bean'  Lizzie Hawks'® ° 13 6 © Full Time
- Cross Roads W. E. Wilson ~Josie Blaylock: 41 1 1 4th Sun. ;
Hanna- .. Jack: Dodson = ' Ethel Mouser ~ - 43 17 - . Full Time 3,000
~Hill Top George Taylor Ethel Hume 76 8 . .Full Time - 2,000 -
Holdenville - C. E. McKenzie Martha Crow 97 29 1 . Full Time 10,000
‘Non . Clarence DodsonMable Priest 159 .. 19 1 i 3rd Sun. 4,000
Okemah Olen Bevons Ida Berry - 21 .18 Full Time 1,000
.. Paden Carl Shivers Sylvia Loney - 46 8 6. 1 , Full Time 4,000
' Schoolton. . - Odis Robjnson -Jewel Hinkle - 9 9 27 Full Time .
. Spring. Creek Marion. Caton .  Ruth Philips 87 2 2 .2nd Sun.: 2,000
Vanzant Carl ‘Shivers = Gertrude Liles 26 - : i
.Weleetka®  Ernest Harrison Audrey 185 12 3 : Full' Time 3,700
IR S " Overlease o , Lo TOTAL
o 939 12¢ - 17 12 - $20,700




FINANCE

We wish to report that various churches have sent the follow-
ing amounts:

Church N " Revival Fund ] State Min, Caﬁadmn
o . in.
Allen . v $ 200 $ 3.00
Calvin . $ 3.00
Cross Roads ...cceveverenrennns $10.00 $ 5.00 $ 10.00
Hanna ....viieeecnnennnnnn $10.00 $-2.00 $ 5.00
Hill TOD .cocievvieveereee e, $ 5.00 $ 10.00
Holdenville .....ocovoveevccriieerens $10.00 $ 5.00 $ 15.00
Non ....cieeee . $10.00 - $ 15.00
Okemah . $ 3.00 $ 1700
Paden ........... $ 7.00 - $ 5.00
Spring Creek . $10.00 $ 5.00 $ 10.00
Scholton .vivivivnivinseninions : $ 2.50 . $ 5.00
Vanzant ....... ... $5.00 $ 5.00 $ 10.00
Weleetka .oooervereeeeeserirnserns _ $ 2,50 $ 5.00
$55.00 . $44.00 - $103.00
' 44.00
o _ ~ 55.00
TOTAL : $202.00
-Signed by Committee

CLERK: S FINANCIAL REPORT: .
1951 Balance brought forth .........eiv. $ 64.86
Annual Revival Fund ..., 55.00
Canadian Minutes ... ‘e 103.00
State MINULES . esesnss e ersiseseenses 44.60
Associational Evangelist ... .. 2500
Building Fund ..o ercencetreeeinns evees 10.00
$301.80
Paid: K
Annual Revival: ... $55.00 ) 80.00

Building Fund: ... $10.00 )
Asst. Evangelist ... $15.00 ) Bal. $221.86
$80.00

ARTICLES OoF I‘AITH

1. We belmve the Scrlptures of the Old and New Testaments are
the infallible Word of God, and the only safe rule of falth and prac-
tice—2 Tim. 3-16-17: 2 Peter -1:20-21..

2. That there is but cne true and living God, and in the God-
Head or va.ne Essence, Father, Son and Holy Ghost —Gen. 17:1;°
John 5:7

3. That we are fallen and depxaved creatures and cannot extri-
cate ourselves from our fa]len situation by any ability we possess by
nature.—Eph. 5:1-19.

4. That Salvation, Regeneration. Sanctification, Justification and
Redemption are by the Life, Death, Resurrection, Ascension and

.8




Intercession .of, our Lord. and Sav1our Jesus Chrlst ——Acts 4:12;
Tltus 3:5,
* 5.-That he that shall endure to the end the same shall be saved.
. ——Matt 22:13; Rev. 2:10., . S
: 6. That ‘the joys ‘of the rlehteous and the punlshment of the
‘wicked: shall-be eternal.—-Matt..25:46. .
7..That Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and- the washlng of the
; Saint’s feet are:the ordinances’of’'JesusChrist,” appointed in the
church, and none but‘triie nehevers areproper subJects, and the only
proper. mode " of baptlsrn is’ Immerswn ——Mark 1:4- 9 10 Luke 23-
30; John 13-14,
.8. We beheve in the sanctlty of the flrst day of the week or
the Lord’s Day, and.that it cught to be observed and ‘spent in.the
public or private worship of God, and that on'it we should ‘abstain
from ‘our worldly concerns’ except in" cases: of neces51ty and mercy
—Ex. 31-15;-Deut. . 5-12; Matt. 12:12.
o9, Wes beheve in’ the resurrection of- the body, both of the Just
and .unjust; but.every one .in his own .order,.those. who .have done
evil to the resurrection of damnation, and that.:God:has -appointed
. -a.day in’ which ‘He will ;judge the: world in- rlghteousness by Jesus
Christ.—1.Cor. 15:34; John 5:28; 1' Thess. 4:16.
"+ -10..That it is our. duty tobe tender and affectmnate to one an-
other and to study the happiness of the people of God in.general,
i z(l}ncll to.be. singly engaged to promote the honor of God —John 13 35
- Gal. 6:10.

by hls repentance towardl ‘God and faith in. the Lord Jesus Christ,
infants and . idiots Jexpected. —Acts 20 21; Txm 2 5 6; John 3: 14 .16;
Cor. 15:20-22; Romans 5:15.-
- 12. We believe that the. Lord Jesus Chrlst 1s the door 1nto the
‘church, that Baptism is a‘duty-in answer to a good consclence—-
_ John 10- 7; I Peter 3:21.

.13. We believe that the Lord’s people are one m Hnn and there-
“fore should be one at His table.—I.Cor. 1:11- 27 28 John 17 11.:

RULES OF ORDER

1. The Assomatlon when met shall be opened and closed by
singing and prayer.. .

2. Only one:person shall. speak at a tlme and he shall rise to hIS
feet and address the Moderator.,

) 3.-Any person shall:not. be: lnterrupted by anyone except the
1\'Ioderator, until: he is through speakmg, nor. shall the Moderator
unless: he:breaks order.

4. Any.person speaking shall -adhere to the sub]ect in questlon
and:shall not cast any reflectlons on h1m who may have spoken
before him.: :

5. No person shall speak more than three tlmes on any one sub-
Ject without'leave of the Association.

:6. No person shall-laugh or: whlsper in tlme of pubhc speakmg
.. 7. The members shall be addressed by.the appellation of brothers
or sisters.- :

. 8. No members shall absent h1mself from the Association while
in session without leave, B
. 9. The names of the members of the Assoc1at10n shall be enr olled
and ‘called over.as the Association deems it necessary.. -

9



~10. Ne! member shall”speak ‘more than™ fiftéen’ mmutes at any
one time without leave of the Association.

-11;-Any person- who- knowingly: breaks any “of these - rules shall
be Teprov ed by the Moderator accordmg to dlrectlon of the Assocxa-
tions * & ! .
ai: w. . RULES FOR, HOLDING CIIURCH CONFERENCE
a1 Call ‘Church  into’, Conferende.

. 2. Invite v1s1t1ng Brethen, to- seats in: Counm
RN Readmg of. minutes_of :last.meeting, .

4. Report of Treasurer or Fmance Commlttee

- 5., Unfinished business, ;: ST
6. New . Busmess .
7 Any 51ck or in need
: : « . : LETTER OF DISMISSION

ThlS is to certlfy that - L
member lm good standmg of the Free W111 Baptlst Church at

o : ‘and: as:'such ‘we
recommend him:. (or' :her):to the fellowsh1p of God’s people, and 15
dismissed from.us: when united with another church : ii :
Done in Church Cenference thisi ... -da'y:of'

LETTER TO ASSOCIATON
The Free W111 Baptist: Church of God worsh1ppmg at
! S “this (date)- ..ol .
.2 sends greeting
. : 'the brethern and’sisters
composing the Canadlan Association. of - Free Will - Baptists, to“let
you know of ourﬁlove and fellowshlp and our zeal for the cause of
Christ, - wniut i : i1
Pastors salary for the comlng year $
day-is on’the .. n :» Sundays - of each"month We have
received by: Confess1on ~Letter ... ; Excluded =000 00

Died ReSIdent Members -....... Y Non-resident Mem«-
bers .. ; Total in full Fellowship”...... . .. We have
ini our- membershlp, Ministers:.....omn o snames i niu il e .

Crdained De&cons ...........i...... We ‘have
paid:outifor-Evangelistic. Work $.oh *-'M1ssmns- ............................
Support of the ASSOClatIOn $ ........... Lulo Total>Amount: paid
out by the Church:i$ ... oiliiiuni. +“We (have or have not) a
F..W.!B.*Sunday: School. We (have or-have not)iF.'W. B. League,
Value of Church Propertv B Contrlbutlon for Min-
utes: $. il i State Mlnutes $ JisaiosWe have
chosen’ (brothers or 51sters) : : as ‘our- dele-
gates to represent us in the: Annual Session when convened w1th
........................................ :Church.:We have:chosen Elder ...l ..
Fnr our pastor for the ensuing year.:(Here ask:for the Next ‘Associa-
tvon ior. Quarterly qf- wanted) Pray for us:- Done 1n conference this

....................................

Moderator
» . Address
fertrienviviiens CleIK
Address




.. 77T CONSTITUTION |

. ..From . long . experience, we, the members of the Church of God
: (denommated Free Will Baptist), being regularly baptised upon a
proiession of our faith in Lord Jesus Christ, and being convin--
ced of the necessity of a.combination- of churches to perpetuate a
union among us, and to preserve and maintain correspondence with
each other, “do therefore ordam th1s Corst1tut10n for our better
Chuirch government.

- Art. 1. MEMBERSHIP. This Assoc1at10n shall be composed of
members chosen by. different churches of our union, not exceeding
three messengers from each church, and upon producmg ‘letters,
they shall be entitled to seats. All" ordained ministers and deacons
of said union shall be regular members when present by v1rtue of
their .office.

~Art. 2. NAME. The members thus chcsen and assembled
W1th the ‘ministers and deacons, to be denominated the Canadian
Association of Free Will Baptist,” being composed -of the . several
churches -of , our ‘union, the ‘Association having no power to lord it
over God’s: heritage, nor -having any ecclesiastical power over the
churches, reserving the right of wi ithdrawing irom’any chureh be-
coming disorderly.

Art. 3. LETTERS. Letters from the different churches repre-
senting are:tfo:express their- number in fellowship,  including the
names and address of ordained and licensed ministers, the number of
members received upon profession of faith, by letter or recommen:-
datien, by restoration or denominational choice; the number dis-
missed- by letter, excluded, and those having died since last Asso-
ciation. Churches, in sendmfr their letters, may send obituaries of
any (\ivhc()l died during the year, that we may keep up the memorlal of
our dea
- - Art. 4. OFFICERS. The Association to have ‘a Moderator,
clerl\ and a Credential Committee of . three  ordained: elected by
-the sufferage of the members of the. Association at each' annual
association. The Credentials Committee shall be elected as follows:
One for three years, one for two years, and one for one year Thn
one each year following to succeed the outgoing members, ;. .

Art. 5, NEW CHURCHES. Newly constituted churches: may be
admitted to the Association, which are to petition by letter and dele-
gates, and if upon exammatlon they are found to be orthodox and
orderly, they may be received into the Association, the ‘Moderator
giving the right hand of fellowship,

Art. 6. QUESTIONS. No questions from any church shall come
under the consideration of the Association unless 1t has been first
consrdel ed in its own church. :

_ Art, 7. MOTIONS. ' Every motlon mada nd seconded shall
come under the: consideration of the Assomatlon exce pt 1t be w1th-
drawn by the member who made it. - i:

Art. 8. MINUTES. ' The Association is to (.ndeavor to furmsh
the churches with minutes.of the Association in proportion to the
amount paid by each church the dlStI‘lbUthn to be at. the dlscretmn
of the Association.

- Art. 9.- CLERK. It shall be the duty of - the Clerk to keep a
regular file of the minutes of the Association in a book to be kept
by. the ‘Association for that purpose, .~

Art. 10. SIGNATURES. The minutes of the Assoc1at1on shall
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be read and corrected, if needed, and signed by the Moderator and
Clerk before the close of the Association.

Art. 11, ORDINANCES. The pastor of the ‘church shall preach ]
on the ordinances-of the church once a year, and one. d1scourse on
the support of the ministry. -+

‘Art, 12, FIFTH SUNDAY MEETINGS. This ‘Association shall
hold three Fifth Sunday Meetings each year, and the ministers and
deacons shall make a written report of their work, and it shall be
_ the duty of each quarterly conference to lock after the necessities
of the -widows and orhpans,  and ‘the order of the ministry, and the
quartelrily conference shall make a wrltten report to- the Assoc1at10n
annually. .~

Art. 13. TREASURY Resolved that each church have a trea-
surer, and come together and subscnbe the amount they are willing
to pay into the treasury during the year for the support of -the
ministry, widows,  orphans, ‘and’ incidental expenses, and-that said
amount -be paid. quarterly, and that- sa1d funds shall not’ be pa1d
out except by order of the church.

Art. 14 AMENDMENTS. Amendments to this Const1tutlon may
be made, when necessary, by a two- thlrds vote of the members pres-
ent at any regular:session.-

. . FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH COVENANT S
-+ Having-given ourselves to God by faith in Christ, and adopted
" the- Word of God as our rule of faith and practice, we now give our
-selves to one another by the will of God in this solemn covenant; We
Promise by His grace to love and obey Him in-all things, to avoid
the appearance of evil, to abstain:from all sinful amusements and
unholy conforminty to the world; from all sanction of the use- -and
sale of mtoxlcatmg beverages, and to “provide things honest in the
sight of all men.’
. .- 'We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof w1th meek—
ness, and to watch.over one another in love, endeavoring to “keep
the unityfnf the Spirit,” in the bonds of peace, to be careful of one
another’s happiness and reputation, and seek to strengthen the weak,
encourage the afflicted, admonish the erring, and as far as we art
able, promote the success of the church:and of the Gospel. -
‘We:will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred and Chrlstlan
obligations and enterprises supreme; counting it our chief business
in life to extend the influence of Christ in society; constantly pray-
ing and toiling that.the kingdom ‘of God may come, and His will
be done on earth as it is in Heaven..
.. We agree faithfully to discharge our obllgatlons in reference to
the study of the . Scriptures,. secret prayer, - family devotions and
sncial worship; and by self-denial, faith, and good works endeavor
“to-grow.in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.”. . We' will . not forget the assembling of ourselves -together
for church conferences, public worship, and the observance of the
ordinances of the.Gospel; nor:fail.to pay according to our abilily
for the support of the church of its poor, and all its benevolent work.
To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of educational
and denominational enterprises the support of missions, the success
of Sunday sehools, and evangelistic efforts for the salvation of souis,
and the conversion of the world. And may the:God of peace sanctlfv
us wholly, and preserve us blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. .
12







