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OFFICERS. 

MonERATOR-R. A. JOH N SON. 
TREASURER-H. w. JERNIGAN. 

SECRETARY-A. W. GREGORY, Barclavsville, Harnett 
County, N.C. • 

COMMITTEES. 

On Obituaries-] . "vV. J ernigan, B. A. Hodges and N . H. 
Lucas. 

On Tcmpt'rancc-R. A. J ohnson, \ V. A. Colvill e and J ohn 
Moore. 

01l lltfinisterial Cltaracter-N. H . Lucas, Ransom West, 
J. B. J ernigan, J.P. Canad ay and J. J . Roberts. 

Suuday School Board-S. D. Jackson, J. H. Pope, J. E. 
J o lly and N. H. Lucas. 

J1£issionary Board-Jesse \Ni lson, B. A . Hodges, J. P. 
Ogburn , J. D. Stevens and J. H. Pope. 

ORDAINED MI NISTERS. 

ALLEi\' F<,WLER ........ . ..... Avera;boro, N.C. 
vVILLIA M BY RD - --- . .. - - - --- --- -Averasboro, N. c. 
R. A. J OHNSON. __ .. _ .. __ .. __ Ezra, N.C. 
S. B. T HAIN _____ ____ ___ _______ Glenmore, N.C. 
ROBERT STRICKLAND _______ . __ Rhodesville, N. C. 
J OHN'MOORE ________________ _ Beasley Hill , N. C. 
JOSEPH SALMON _____ __________ Bass. N. C. 
J . vVILSON LUCAS _____________ Tennessee. 
J. F. HILL ..... ___ ___ __ --- - . ... Goldsboro, N.C. 
L UN DEE LEE_.__ __. __ _ .. .. __ Giles' Mills, N. C. 
J. E. SMITH. ___ .. __ . _. ____ ____ Myatt 's Mills, N . C. 

LICENTIATES. 

W. R. Gr.oVER _____ - _. _ .. _ ____ Little River A cad., N . C. 
] No. W. LUCAS __ __ . ___ -- - - ... . Averasboro, N.C. 
T HOS. ]. GREGORY .... . ... ..... Barclaysville, N .C. 

ORDAINING COUNCIL. 

Elders JOH N MOORE and WILLIAM BYRD. 



PROCEEDINGS. 

FIRST DAY. 

PLEASANT GROVE CHURCH, HARNETT Co., N.C., 
Thursday, November 5th, 1885. 

The congregation assembles, and services are opened tn 
the church by Elder VIm . Byrd at 12 o'clock M. 

'Elder Byrd preaches the introductory sermon from St. 
John xiii: 34, 35: "A new' commandment I give unto you, 
That ye love one another; as I have lovc:J you, that ye also 
love one another. By this shall all mm know that ye are 
my disciples, if ye have love one to another." 

After a short intermis:;ion, the officer:> and delegates re­
a~sembl e. 

Prayer by Elder John Moore. 
Conference be ing duly opened, the names of members 

present are enrolled as follows: 

MINISTERS. 

Allen Fowler, Wm. Byrd, R. A. J ohn_lon,. Robert Strick­
! ana, John Moore, Joseph Salmon, J. F. Htll, Lundee Lee 
and J. E Smith. 

DELEGATES. 

Prospect-\V. A. Colville and Elbridge Johnson. 
Bet/zsaida-B. A. Hodges, G. J. Hodges and C. Pleasant. 
Pleasant Grove-W. B. Norris, A . S. Lucas and R. Lucas. 
Long Brandz-I. W. Taylor. 
Colyer's Clzapel-H. Lucas a,nd J. E. Lucas .. 
Slzady Gro'l'f-Jesse Wilson and Wiley West. 
Stony Rtm-J. J. Wade and W. J. Jernigan. 
New Hope-W. R . Stanly and M. F .. Blackman . 
.fohnstott U~tion-J. S. Corbit, P. P. Godwin and J. S. Ellis. 
St. ilfary's Gro<,e-S. B. Jones, J. W. Pollard and W . J. 

Barbour. · 
.folwson's Chapd-J.D. Stevens, J. Barber and T. Wheeler. 
Union Springs-J. N. Gregory and Thos. G. Hayes. 
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1~11 . Pkasmd-Joseph P. Ogburn . 
N <w Prospect-( By L etter). 
Hood Swamp-J. J . Roberts and Allen Smi th . 
Friendsltip-(By Letter). 
New Clmpcl-Devereaux Crocker. 

El der R. A. Johnson, th e Moderator, now calls to his as­
sis tance Elder J. F. Hill. 

The Secretary calls J. W. Lucas to his assistai1ce. 
The name of Rev. Lynn Adams, Missionary Baptist, is 

enrolled visiting minister. 
The Moderator appoints a committee on religious exer­

cise, consis ting of the pas tor an d delega tes of Pleasant 
Grove ch urch. 

The committee on religious exercise report to preach to~ 
morrow at the stand: 

Eld er J. E. Smith at 1 I o'clock A. M., followed by EldeJ 
.Robert Strickland. 

On motion, the committee on ministerial character is 
granted leave of absence for the evenin g to prepare their 
report. 

On moti on, Conference adjou rns to meet to-morrow at 
9 : 30 A. i\L 

Devot ion al exercise is conducted by Elder J. F. Hill. 

SECOND DAY. · 

FRIDAY, Nove mber 6th, 1885 . 

Conference opens at 9: 30 a. m .. with devotional exercise 
cond ucted by Elder R. A. J ohn;;on. 

Roll is called and mt:mbers present answer to their names, 
t here bein g 22 absentees. 

There not being a quorum present, the Moderator gives 
lO minutes intermission·; af te r which the Conference come's 
together, th e roll· is called at{ain, and a quorum being found, 
Conference proceeds to business. 

Members absent are yet sixteen . 
Minutes of yesterday arc read and approved. The names 

of absentees are read, and fines of ro cents are collected 
from each of the twenty-t\vo. 

The names of J . P. Stephe nson , delegate from U uion 
Springs, Josiah Jackson, delegate from Colyer's Chapel, and 
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J. H. Pope, delegate from Long Branch, arc enrolled as 1 

members of this Conference. 
It now being 11 o'clock, the congregation and those as­

signed to the stand retire for preaching. 
Reports from the churches are received, and church let­

ters are read. 
011 motion by Bro. ]. G. Johnson, no member of this 

body shall be allowed to speak more than twice, nor longer 
than five minutes, on any one subject. 

The Moderator appoints a Finance Committee, consisting 
of Bros. J. J. Wade, B. A. Hodges and Jesse Wilson. 

On motion, the order of business for 1884 is adopted for 
r885. · 

On motion, Elder Wm. Byrd, by his request, is relieved 
from serving as Committee on Temperance. 

On motion, Elder Byrd, Committee on Obituaries, is also 
excused. 

On motion, Bro. J. G. Johnson, by his request, is relieved 
' from serving as Committee on Obituaries. 

On motion, Elder R. A. Johnson, by his request, is re­
lieved from serving as Committee on Obituaries. 

On motion by Elder Salmon, that this body elect com­
mittees to fill the vacancies caused by Elders Byrd, John­
son and Bro. J. G. Johnson. 

Bros. J. W. Jernigan, B. A. Hodges and N. H. Lucas are 
elected Committee on Obituaries. 

Bro. W. A. Colville is elected Committee on Temperance. 
Bro. J. G. Johnson is excused from serving as Committee 

on Ministerial Character of this Conference, and Bro. J. J. 
Roberts is elected to fill the vacancy. 

Report of the Committee on Ministerial Character is be­
fore the Conference. 

On motion, the name of Bro. J. G. Johnson is taken off 
the report of the committee. 

On motion, the report on Ministerial Character is adopt­
ed. (See reports.) 

After an intermission of 35 minutes for dinner, the Con­
ference came together for the transaction of business. 

On motion, the Moderator appoints a committee of five 
to investigate the case relative to Elder .Allen Fowler, con­
sisting of Bros. J. J. Wade, B. A. Hodges, H. W. Jernigan, 
J. H. Pope and J. N. Gregory. 

Elder Fowler accepts the committee. 
On motion, said committee is empowered to investigate 
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the matter and release or condemn Elder Fowler, and theif 
decision shall be final. 

The case of Elder Willis is up for consideration. 
On motion, a committee of three is appointed to look 

into the case of Elder Willis, consisting of Bros. J. W. Tay-
lor, Jesse Wilson and W. J. Jernigan. . 

On motion, the decision of the committee shall be final. 
Leave of absence is granted the committees for there-

mainder of the day. · 
After an intermission of ten minutes, Conference is again 

called to order by the Moderator. 
On motion, the Moderator, by his request, is excused for 

the remainder of the day, and Elder J . F . Hill, the Assist-
ant Moderator, presides. . 

Committee on Religious Exercise retire to get up a re­
port. 

Finance Committee retires to get up a report . 
Religious Exercise Committee report to preach to-night, 

Elder Joseph Salmon; to-morrow at I I o'clock, Rev. Lynn 
Adams, followed by Elder John Moore. 

Temperance Committee not being prepared to report. 
report is deferred. 

Committee on soliciting funds for monumental purposes 
not being present , report is deferred until to-morrow. 

Report of S. S. Board is deferred. 
Report of committee on Obituaries is deferred. 
On motion, Conference adjourns till to-morrow 9: 30 A.M. 
Prayer by Elder J. E . Smith. 

THIRD D AY. 

SATURDAY, Nov. 7th, 1885. 

Conference opened at 9: 30 A. M. with religious exercise, 
conducted by Elder l.;undee Lee. 

Elder Hill is relieved from the chair, and Elqer Johnson 
resumes his seat .ag"lin as Moderator. . .. 

The names of J. E . Jolly, from Mt. Pleasant, and J. M. 
Wade, from Long Branch, are enrolled as delegates. 

Roll is called and members present answer to their names, 
there being but two absentees. 

Minutes of yesterday read and approved. 
On motion, the report on Religious Exercise is recom­

mitted, and a new report received. Committee report to 



7 

preach at the stand to-day at I 1 o 'clock, Elders Adams, 
Moore and Hill. 

Report of Temperance committee is received and report 
adopted. (See Reports.) 

Report of committee on soliciting funds for monumen­
tal purposes is received and adopted. (See Report.) 

Bros. J. E. Jolly and J. H. Pope are g ranted leave of ab­
sence to ·get up report for S. S. Board. 

In consequence of the absence of some of the S . S. Board 
no report is received. · 

The names of those absent at roll call are read, and fines 
of ten cents is collected from each of the absentees. 

The committee on soliciting funds for monumental pur­
poses over the grave of Elder Turnage is relieved, and Elder 
John Moore is elected to serve as committee. 

On motion, the money that has already been collected 
for monumental purposes is paid to Elder Moore-$56.93 is 
paid over to Elder Moore. 

Report of the Finance Committee is read. 
It now being r T o'clock, the congregation and those as­

signed to the stand re_tire for preaching. 
On motion, the report of the Finance Committee is 

adopted and committee discharged. (See Report.) 
On motion, the name of Bro. J. vV. Lucas is enrolled as 

Licentiate. 
On motion, the name of Bro. W. R. Glover is enrolled as 

Licentiate. 
On motion, the name of Bro. Thomas J. Gregory is en­

rolled as Licentiate. 
On motioP., the name of Bro. R. C. ·wallace is received 

and enrolled as ordained minister. 
Verbal petitions for the next Conference are received. 
On motion, the name of Bethsaida church is changed to 

that of Hodges' Chapel. 
A vote is taken, and it is decided that the next Confer­

ence shall be held with the church at Hood Swamp, Wayne 
county, commencing on Thursday before the second Sun­
day in November, at 12 o 'clock, A. D. r886. 

On motion, no delegate shall be recognized in the Con­
ference who shall arrive after the second day, 12 o'clock M. 

On motion, it is decided that any minister arriving in Con ­
ference after the second day rz;o'clock, shall pay fifty cents 
as fine. 

On motion, any delegate arriving after the second day 
12 o'clock, shall pay fifty cents as fine. 
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On motion, the Secretary is to have. 500 copies of the pro­
ceedings of this Conference printed, and he is allowed ten 
($10) dollars for his services in preparing and distributing 
the same. 

On motion, the report of the committee in the case of 
Elder Fowler is received, and committee discharged. (See 
rep0rts.) 

On motion, the report of the committee in case of Elder 
Willis is received, and committee discharged. (See reports.) 

Elder Hill withdraws his motion concerning the commit­
tee being discharged, and, 

On motion, the committee is yet retained in case of EI. · 
· der Willis. 

On motion, Elder Lundee Lee is elected to preach the 
introductory sermon at the next annual Conference, and 
Elder R. A. Johnson his alternate. 

After 35 minntes' intermission for dinner, the Conference 
come to order by the call of. the Moderator. 

A resolution is offered by Bro. H. W. Jernigan, and, on 
motion, is adopted. (See resolutions.) 

On motion by H. W. Jernigan, this body elects a com­
mittee of five, who shall be known as "Missionary Board," 
and said committee shall have full control over the mission­
ary work, and is required to report each year to the annual 
Conference. 

The Missionary Board elected consists of Bros. Jesse \Vii­
son, B. A. Hodges, J.P. Ogburn, J.D. Stevens and J. H. ' 
Pope. 

On motion the Treasurer of this Conference pays to the 
Secretary all the fudns in hand. The Secretary receives 
from the Treasurer· $35·33· 

On motion, a vote of thanks is tendered the people of 
this vicinity for their kind reception and bounteous hospi­
tality. 

Committee on religious exercise report. Report is re­
committed, and the committee report to preach to-morrow, 
at I r o'clock, Elder R. A. Johnson. 

Minutes of to-day are read and adopted. 
On motion, that portion of the minutes requiring for­

feiture of seats to the ministers and delegates i~ now stricken 
out of the minutes. 

On motion, Conference adjourns, with remarks and devo­
tional exercise conducted by Elder J. F. Hill. 

ELDER R. A. JOHNSON, Moderator. 
ALBERT W. GREGoRY, 

Secretary. 
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RESOLUTIONS AND REPORTS. 

RESOLUTION BY H. \V . JERNIGAN. 

Resolved, That this· Conference send out a Missionary to 
labor for religious interests in and out the bounds of said 
Conference: 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SOLICITING FUNDS. 

We, the committee appointed to solicit funds for the 
purchase and erection of a suitable monument over the 
grave of our beloved brother, Elder James Turnage, desire 
to submit the following report: 

We have collected the amounts annexed t•) our respective 
names: William Byrd, $6.so; R. A. Johnson; $50-43· 

\VILLIAM BYRD, 
R. A. ] OHNSON, 

Committee. 

REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

We, the Finance Committee, submit the following report: 
We find in the hands of the Treasurer 

Minute funds of this year .. . . . .• _ ... . . ... _ .. __ 
Balance of minute funds of last year .. .. ... __ .. 
Fines collected this year. ...... __ _ ... _. __ . ... . 

$ 27 8o 
3 J 5 
2 40 

Total . .. .... ....... .... $33 35 
}ESSE WILSON, 
B. A. HODGES, 
J. J. WADE, 

Commtitu. 

REPORT ON MINISTERIAL CHARACTER. 

We, the committee appointed to report !O this Confer­
ence, beg leave to submit the following: 

That we find the ministers of said Conference are in good 
standing, except Elders Allen Fowler and A. H. Willis-the 
former having been walking disorderly, and the latter hav­
ing deserted the Free-Will Baptist faith. 

RANSOM WEST, 
J. B. ] EI<NIGAN, 
N.H. LUCAS, 

Committee. 
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REPORT IN CASE OF ELDER FOWLER. 

We, the committee appointed in case of Elder A. Fowler, 
submit the f6llowing report: 

That he be silenced from preaching for the next TWO 
years. H. W. JERNIGAN, 

J. H. POPE, 
B. A. Hooc:Es, 
J. J. WADE, 
J. N. GREGORY, 

Committee. 

REI>ORT IN CASE OF. ELDER WILLIS. 

We, the undersigned committee appointed to ~nvestigate 
the case of A. H. Willis, beg leave to submit the following 
report: 

That we sustain the action of the church, and demand his 
credentials; also, we order the name of A. H. Willis erased 
from our minutes. }ESSE WILSON, 

I. W. TAYLOR, 
WM. J. "JERNIGAN, 

- Committee. 

REPORT ON TEMPERANCE. 

We find the cause of temperance is gaining strength in 
our churches. We therefore respectfully ask all our min­
isters to abstain from and discountenance the use 0f all in­
toxicants; and we further recommend to the laity of all our 
churches to abstain from the use of spirituous liquors, and 
all their concomitants (unless ordered by a regular M. D). 
For many years the temperance cause has had great oppo­
sition, though now gradually making advancement, feeling 
its way into popular favor. Within the last few years by 
strenuous efforts, crowned with the blessings of God, it has 
assumed vast proportions-such proportions as are making 
its power felt, both in Church and State. Heretofore the 
temperance struggle has seemed to be one constant dis­
encouragement, and it is but lately we have begun to see the 
fruits of our toil. \Ve have been like Israel, wandering in 
the desert, but now we can see the promised land, and the 
question now is, Shall we go up and possess it? God grant 
that we may. JOHN MOORE, 

R. A. jOHNSON, 
W. A. COLVILLE, 

Committee. 
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ORHER OF BUSINESS FOR 18S5. 

lntroductorv Sermon. 
Names of those entitled to membership. 
Organization. 
Call for Petitionary Letters. 
Hand of Fellowship given to visiting brethren. 
A~pointment of Committees. 
R eports from Churches. 
Resolutions. 
Reports from Committees. 
Miscellaneous Business. 
Adjournment. 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE r. This body shall be known as the Cape Fear 
Free-Will Baptist Conference. 

ART. 2. The object of this Conference shall be to pro­
mote Christ's kingdom among men by means in strict con­
formity to the Holy Scriptures. 

ART. 3· This Conference shall be composed of its own 
officers, of the ministers who are members of the churches 
belongin g to the body of delegates from the churches, each 
church being entitled to three delegates, and one represen­
tative from each Board and Standing Committee. 

ART. 4· The delegates from each church shall bear to the 
Conference a letter certifying their appointment, showing the 
condition and statistics of the church, and giving a state­
ment of all funds raised during the year for denominational 
or other benevolent purposes. 

ART. 5· The officers of this body shall be a Moderator, 
Treasurer, Corresponding and Recording Secretary, who 
shall remain in office until their successors are elected. 

ART. 6. This Conference may, at each regular meeting, 
elect a:; many Boards or Standing Committees as may be 
necessary in carrying out its benevolent purposes. These 
shall keep a record of their proceedings and make a report 
at each regular meeting of this Conference. 

ART. 7 Any church desiring to become a member of this 
body shall present her petition at a regular session of Con­
ference through delegates appointed for that purpose. If she 
be received, the Moderator shall extend to her delegates 
the hand of fellowship. 

ART. 8. The Conference may extend to visiting brethren 
all the privileges of the body save that of voting. 

ART. 9· This Constitution may be amended at any regular 
session by a vote of four-fifths of the members present. 
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