
Minutes 
-OF THE­

SIXTIETH ANNUAL SESSION 

-OF THE-

Cave Spring Association 
-OF-

F reevvill Baptist Churches 
-HELD WITH­

Mt. Zion Church 
Route 1, Thayer, Missouri 

AUGUST 21, 22, 23, 1947 

OFFICERS 

Davie N. Combs --------------------------:~---------- Moderator 

J. E. Rolen ------------------------------ Assistant Moderator 

N.H. Rhoades-------------------------------------------------- Clerk 

Walker C. Stogsdill ----------·------------- Assistant Clerk 

D. J. Bowers -------------------------------------------- Treasurer 

Leonard Clark -------------------:~------------------- Statistician 

The next session will be held with the Smyrna Church, 

R. 3, Alton, Mo., beginning on Thursday night be­

fore the Fourth Sunday in August, 1948. Rev. Joe 

Sisk and Rev. C. R. Bryan will preach the Introduc­

tory sermon. 
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The 'Sixtieth Annual Session of The Cave Spring Asso­

ciation of :r<:reewm Baptist 'churches met with The.Mt. Zion 
Church near Thayer, Mo., on Thursday night, August 21, 
1947. 

The Congregation was called together 'by singing, 
"Leaning on the Everlasting Arms". Scripture lesson, 8th 
Chapter of Romans; Prayer by Sam Johnson .. 

Text' Romans: 8-8. 

Message by Elder J. E. Rolen in which manygood Spi­
ritual facts were brought out. One of them, "It is just as 
necessary for man to be born again to enter The Kingdom 
of .God as it was for him to be born of woman to enter this 
Life." 

Prayer by Congregation. 
Benediction by N. H. Rhoades. 

:FRIDAY MORNING 

Congregation assembled by singing "I'll be Satisfied". 
Scripture reading by Association Clerk, Psalm 133. 
Prayer by Walker C. Stogsdill. 
Association Clerk declares that The Cave Spring Asso­

ciation of Freewill Baptist churches are now duly convened 
for the transaction of such business as may come regularly 
before it. 

• Moderator H. H. Beatty takes charge and pro·ceeds to 
transact the following business. , 

The Moderator asked the Minutes of the last Annual 
Meeting be read. 

The Minutes were re.ad by Assistant Association Clerk, 
Davi~ N. Combs. 

The •• :M:oderator asked that the By- Laws be read. 
The By - Laws were read by the Assistant Association 

Clerk. ' 
The Moderator asked that the delegates now present to 

turn in their credentials for examination. The following". 
Church Letters were received and read. 

·Norman, Delegates present, 3; Mil!' Creek, Delegates 
present, 3. 
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Mill Creek requests that the next annual meeting be 

with them. 

Shiloh, Delegates present, 3; Garfield, 3; Cotton Creek, 
2; Piney, 3; Quarterly meeting, Delegates present, 5. 

Moved, Seconded and sustained. that the Letters be ac­
cpted and the delegates named be seated in our Council by a 
Fellowship handshake. 

The Moderator asked if there were any Petitionary, Let­
ters and one was received from the Deal's Creek church. 

This church having failed to function for some time 
had been dropped from membership in The Cave~ Spring 
Association. 

They are now Revived, alive and actively working in 
"The Vineyard of the Lord", and petition The Cave Spring 
Association to renew their Membership in The Association . 
and grant them a voice in the Council. 

Moved, Seconded and Sustained that The Cave Spring 
Association grant The Dial's Creek church their request. 

The Church Letter from the Dial's Creek church was. 
then read. Delegates present, 3. }.ioved, seconded and 
sustained that their Letter be accepted and their delegates 
seated in our Counc1t 

The ·mal's Creek church request that we Ordain Bro. 
McEarhardt and Bro. Wilbur Jenkins as Deacons for thelr 
church. 

Moved, Se'COnded and Sustained that we adjourn for 
the Eleven o'clock Introductory Sermon. 

Adjournment proyer by I. E. Vaughn. 
Congregation assembled by singing, "The Rock". 
Scripture reading by E. E. Simpson. Eph. 4 :1-25. 
Prayer by Ernest Harding. 
Message by Earnest Harding and E. E. Simpson. 
Text Eph. 5-32. 
A great deal of Spiritual food was broken for The 

Church. The Outstanding thought being, "There is Power 
in the Church, Jesus Christ being the Chief Cornerstone." 

Benediction by L. D. Gilliam. 
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FRIDAY AFTERNOON 

Congregation assembled by siniing "Bearing the Cross 
to Win a Crown." # 

Scripture lesson by the Moderator. St. Joh~ 17:1-11.' 

Prayer by Grover Pingleton. 

The Moderator asked all degelates now present who 
had not been seated to bring forward their.credentials for 
examination and Church Letters were received and read 
and moved, seconded and sustained that the Letters be ac­
cepted and the delegates seated in our council from the fol­
lowing churches. 

Mt.' Zion. Delegates present, 3. The Mt. Zion church · 
request that we ordain Bro. Hubert Cantrell as' a Deacon 
in their church . 

, ' 

. Bethany. Delegates present, 3. Bethany church re­
quests that we send them the next annual meeting. · 

Moved, Seconded and sustained that we now proceed 
with the Election of our Association officers. 

Tile Moderator asked for Nominations for Association 
Moderator. -' 

J. E. Rolen and Davie N. Combs were duly nominated. 
Moved, seconded and sustained that nominations cease 

and that we proceed to Elect. The vote was: 
J. E. Rolen, 13; Davie 'N. Combs, 26 .. 

The Moderator then declared J. E. Rolen to be Assist­
ant Association Moderator. 

The Moderator asked for nominations for Association 
Clerk. N~ H. Rhoades was duly nominated~ Moved, seconq~ 
ed and sustained ·that nominations cease and that The Mod­
erator cast the unanimous vote of the Association for N. 
H. Rhoades. 

Moved, Seconded and susained that the Association 
Clerk be allowed to .appQint an Assistant Association Clerk. . 

. Walker C. Stogsdill was appointed Assistant Associa­
tion Clerk. 

The Moderator asked for nominations for Association 
Treasurer. 

D. J. Bowers was duly nominated. Moved, seconded 
and sustained that' nominations cease and· that the Modera-
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' tor cast the unanimous vote of the Association for D. J . 

. ,. Bowers. 

\ 

The Moderator asked for.Nominations for Association 
Statistician, 

Leonard Clark was ~u.ly nomina"'ted, moved, seconded 
and sustained that nominations cease and that The Mod­
erator cast the unanimous vote of ~he Association for Leon- . 

. ard Clark. 

The New Officers now take charge and pro'ceed with the 
following business. Moved, Seconded and sustained that 
the Moderator appoint the Pulpit Committee. 

Hubert Cant:r;ell, .Abner~· Rhoades and Jode Crawford 
were appointed as a Pulpit_ committee. 

The Moderator asked for League reports. The Mod­
erator asked for League reports. Mill Creek, Dial's Creek 
and Garfield reported, their Leagues as sometimes only a 
few in number but always strong in Spirit and zealous for 
the Lord. 

Moved, Seconded and sustaained that the Moderator 
appoint all Standing Committees. 

Business Committee: 
F. D. Johnson 
E. E. Simpson 
Billie Rogers " 
Sam D. Johnson 
Elmer Hodges 

Ordaini~g Committee: 
Sam D. Johnson 
E. E. Simpson 
Billie Rogers 

Obituary Committee: 
Herman Wetzel 
Mrs. E. E. Simpson 
Ella Dotson 

Printing Committe<?: 
N.H. Rhoades 
Walker. C. Stogs_dill 
J. E. Rolen 



-5-
Albert Holmes 
Leonard Clark 

' Moved, seconded and sustained that the Moderator ap, 
point all the Temporary Committees. 

Denomination: 
H. H. Beatty 
Clifton Wright 
A. L. McGhee 

Religion: 
Earnest Harding 
Melvin Cockman 
D. L. Blankenship 

Literature: 
Mrs. Joe Sisk 
Neta Belle Wisehart 
Lucille Jenkins 

Finance: 
Elizabeth Holmes 
Leta Crass 
J etta Bowers 

Temperance: 
Joe Sisk 
Noah Hollis 
J. E. Rolen 
Orville Crawford 
Jesse H. Dunkin 

Sabbath: 
Hugh Jenkins 
Flo Dunk'in 
Ora Wisehart 

I 

Moved, seconded and sustained that the Moderator appoint a 
Nominating Committee, to help secure delegates to attend 
State Association during the week of Sept. 15, 1947. 

Committee as appointed 
N. H. Rhoades 
Grover Pingleton 
Emory Coble 

The Moderator asked all Ministers, Deacons and Church 

\ 
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Clerks of The Cave Spring A~sociation present to register 
with the Associ,ation Clerk; · 

l\IINISTERS 
J. E: Rolen 
Sam D. Johns·on 
Jesse ~- Dunkin . 
Earnest Harding 
?·H. Beatty 
Davie N. Combs 
Elmer Hodges 
I. E. Vaughn 
C. R. Bryan 

V.ISITING l'tiiNISTERS 
George W. Scott, Mountain Grove, Mo. 
Ambrose Harriel, Thayer, Mo . 
.John H. Talley, Thayer, Mo. 

DEACONS 
Noah Hollis 

· Hugh Jenkins 
Clifton Wright 

· Emory Coble 
R. J. Wis~hart 
D. J .. Bowers 
Will Combs 
J. W .. Jewell 
L.A. Martin 
Lee Clark. 
Hubert Cantrell 
Robert Worel 
Nolan Johnson 

CHURCH CLERI{S 
.T etta Bowers 
Elizabeth Holmes 
Abner S. Rhoades 
Hallie Cline · 
Ora Clark 
Georgia Crowder 

-.. Edna Watson 

G. J. Pingleton 
Ben H. Woodring 

E. E. Simpson 
L. D. Gilliam 

. Joe Sisk 
Billie Rogers 

F. D. Johnson 
L. R. Wheeler 

A. L. McGhee 
Alfred Wilkerson 

Orval Crawford 
Lawren'ce Sifford 

J. P. Wheeler 
N.H. Rhoades 

Dan Pitts. 
Ray Hollis 

G. L. Harrison 
'R. L. Camel 

Wilbur Jenkins 
Elza Hollis 
Fred King 

Martha Crawford 
Vesta Sanders 

Elsie Worel 
Maurine Holman 

Della Jenkins 
Verbal Hollis 

Izzie Pingleton 

.. 
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The Moderator asks the Ordaining Council tc;"~etire and 

proceed to examine the candidates for Deacon. 

H. H. Beatty at this time explains to this Conference 
that he has received and:"accepted a call to pastor a church 
in The South East Missouri Association of Freewill Baptist 
Churches and requests this Conference to give him a letter 
of recommendation to the South East Missouri Association. 

The request was granted by unanimous vote and the 
following letter given him: 

Thayer, Mo. 
August 23, 1947 

To the Officers and Members of the South East 
Missouri Association of Freewill Baptist churches: 

We, the Cave Spring Asso'ciation of Freewill Baptist 
Churches, while convened 'with The Mt. Zion church, Tha­
yer, Mo., August 22, 23, 1947 passed the following by un­
animous vote. 

We certifl that ElderH. H. Beatty, is a Minister of the 
·Gospel and a'member of this body in good standing. 

We recommend him to you as a Christian gentleman, 
Truly called by God to preach the Gospel. He is fervent, 
zealous, always to be found on the Firing line for The One 
True and Living God. 

He is a Freewill Baptist, strong and ',rrue in the Faith 
and Doctrine of the church. 

We pray you to receive him into your Association and 
may th~ Blessings of Heaven rest upon you. 
Davie N. Combs, Moderator 
Couch, Mo., Rt. 1. N. H. Rhoades, Asso. Clerk , 

Thayer, Mo., Rt. 2. 
Some time was spent discussing our Church Letter 

form and the State of Religion in our churches. Some valu­
able thoughts and helps were expressed for. the benefit of 
our Church Officers. 

The Pulpit Committee filed the following report. 
Friday Night ... Jesse H. Dunkin, G. J. Pingleton 
Sat. 11:00 a. m., George W. Scott, L. D. Gilliam 
Sat. Night, Harry H. Beatty, Davie N. ,Combs 
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Sunday, 11:00 a. m .. ; Billie Rogers, F. D. Johnson. 

:The Ordaining Council report that they have examin­
ed. Wilbur Jenkins, McErhardt and Hubert Cantrell and 
found them worthy in every respect to become Deacons .. 

The Moderator ordered the Ordaining Council to pro­
ceed at once with the Ordination· service. 

Adjournment proyer by Jesse H. Dunkin. 

FRIDAY NIGHT 
Congregation assembled by singing The Promised Land 
Prayer by H. H. Beatty. 
Scripture lesson, 1 Cor. 3:1-25. Text 1 Cor. 3-11. 
Message by Jesse H. Dunkin, G. J. Pingleton. 
All those present were visibly moved by the Spirit fiJI­

ed Message. 

SATURDAY l\IORNING 
Congregation called together by singing, I Am Thine 0 

Lord. Scripture Lesson by the Moderator. 2 Peter 1 Chap­
ter. Prayer by F. D. Johnson. 

,The Minutes' of Friday Session was read and approved 
as re.ad. 

The By-Laws were reaa. 

The Moderator asked all tlelegates present that had 
not as ·yet been seated to present their credentials and the 
following Letters were received. 

Bailey Chapel, Delegates present, 2; Pleasant Ridge, 2; 
Smyrna, ·3. ·., 

The Smyrna church asks for the next annual meeting. 
Pleasant Hill Delegates present, 2. 
Pleasant :Hill's .Letter was recalled for amendment. 
Moved, setonded and Sustained that the Letters be re-

ceived as amended and he delegates seated. 
F. D. Johnson; pastor gave a verbal report on the Cave 

Spring church. 
The Moderator called forLeague reports and the Presi­

dent of the Norman League reports that the work with 
them has acquired new life and is going strong for the :f:.ord. 

Moved, seconded and sustained that the verbal reports 
be accepted. 
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The Moderator called for Corresponding Messengers. 

George W. Scott of Mountain Grove, Mo., reports that 
The Union Association is in a poor State of Religion and 
that much good work is to be done and cordially iu'vites us 
to send Messengers to meet with them September 3, 4, an.d 
5, 1947. 

Jd:oved, seconded and sustained that we adjourn for the 
Eleven O'clock preaching service. 

Adjournment prayer by Bob Camel. Song, "Don'.t you 
want to be ready to go.'' 

Scripture Lesson, .1 Kings 18:21-40. Text 1 King 18-30 
Come Near and Let us Repair the Altar of the Lord. 

Brothers Gilliam and Scott brought a wonderful mes­
sage on this text. 

Benediction by Earnest Harding. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 
Song, "Submit Yourself Unto the Lord". Scr.ipture les-

son, James 1. \. 

The Moderator gave the final call for the delegates to 
presen't their credentials and the following Letters were re­
ceived. 

Pleasant Valley, Delegates present, 0; Walnut Grove,. 
3; Oak Grove, 1; Royal Oak, 3; Cane Hill, 2. 

Moved, seconded and· sustained that the Letters be ac­
cepted and the Delegates be seated. 

The Moderator called for verlial reports of all churches 
not represented by Letter. 

The pastor of the Liberty church reported that the 
Church was alive and working, 12 n.ew Members by Baptism ~ 

and two by Letter of recommendation. 
Wilderness church was not represented. 
The Moderator asks, Are there any churches without a 

pastor?· Answer, No. 
Have all churches ohserved the Communion? Answer, 

Liberty 'church has not. 
Churches without Deacons were discussed at this time 

and some rather pertinent remarks were made. 
The Moderator called for the reports of the various . . 
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Committees. 

The Business Committee read the report of their spec­
ial meeting 'April 24, 1947 .. 

The report was discussed and approved as read. 

Item One of-their regular meeting on Aug. 23, 1947 
was read; discussed, amended and approved as amended. 

Item Tw~ was read and approved as read. 

· Item Three _was read, explained, amended and approved 
us amended. 

Item Four was read and approved as read. 

Item Five, was read, discussed and approved as read. 
. . ' . 

The Rev. H,__H. Beatty's membership being in the Rose 
Hill Church which no longer functions requests tpis body to 
grant him his yearly certificate.. Request is granted. 

Obituary report, read and approved. 
Statistical report, read and approved. 
Ministers yearly report read and approved . 

. The following committee reports were read and, ap-
proved as read. 

Evangelist 
Finance 
Temperance 
Literature 
State of Denomination 
State of Re:ligion 
Observance of the Sabbath 

Rev. J. E. Rolen was nominated and elected by accla­
mation as Associational Evangelist. 

Bro .. T. E. Rolen discussed the Liquar situation urging 
'-that we continue to fightfor a Revision of our State Liquor 

laws. 
The vote on the place to hold our next meeting in 1948 

was us follmvs: Mill Creek, 10; Bethany, 10; Smyrna, 21. 
The Moderator appointed Joe Sisk and C .. R. Bryan to 

bring the Introductory Sermon. 
The Moderator appointed the following as delegates to 

attend The State Association when con~ened with Macedon~ 
ia church\ near Purdy, Mo., Sept. 15 - 19, 1947, Neta Bell 
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Wisehart, Eula Wisehart, Ora Wisehart, Elba Harbison, 
I<~rancis Harbison,_ Ella Dotson, Finis Sorrell, Lily Sorrell, 
Fred King, Davie N. Combs, Leonard Clark and N.H. Rhoa­
des. 

The follo~ing were appointed as Corresponding Mes­
sengers to attend Union Association Sept. 3, 4, 5, 194 7: 
Grover Pingleton, Jess Rolen, Elza Simpson, Finis Johnson, 
Tula Johnson, Sam Johnson, Meka Crews. 

Moved, seconded and sustained that we consider chang­
ing our By Laws as per the following recommendation by 
'l'he Business Committee. 

We recommend that The By Laws of The Cave Springs 
Association be 'changed at our next regular session - to­
wit: The Clerks of. the various churches that .compose The 
Cave Spring Association at Freewill Baptist churches shall 

I 

henceforth be standing delegates to The Cave Spring As-
sociation. 

This recommendation made (in compliance with our.By 
Laws) and filed with the Clerk of The Cave Spring Associa­

. ~tion while in conference at The Mt. Zion church near Tha-
yer, ·Mo:, on August 23, 1947. Signed: 

E. E. Simpson, F. D. Johnson, 

Elmer Hodges, S.D. Johnson 
Moved, seconded and sustained that The Associational 

Clerk be paid minimum of $10.00. 

Moved, seconded and sustained that the Asso'ciationa.l 
Treasurer be paid $5.00. 

Our Thanks }Vere extended to theMt. Zion church and 
community for. their hospitality during this session of our 
Conference. .. 

Moved, seconded and sustained that we· adjourn until 
the time set and the. place for our next annual session in 
September, 1948. 

Adjournment prayer, Joe Sisk.· 
Benediction, Abner S. Rhoades. 

Davie N. Combs, Moderator 
Signed: 

N.H. Rhoades, Clerk 
·Couch, Mo., Rt. 1 Thayer, Mo., Rt. 2 

The Message for the Saturday night service was brou-. ~ 
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ghtby H. H. Beatty and Davie N. Combs. Scripture Les­
sno,' Rev. 3:1-7. Text Rev. 3:4. Subject, "Worthy". 

The Message for the Sunday 11:00 o'clock s'ervice was 
brought by F. D. Johnson and Billie Rogers. Subject, 1 Peter. 
5-7.· One Soul was saved at this service. 

OBITUARY COl\llUITTEE 
We, the Obituary Committee find we have lost by death 

seven members: 
Sister Clara Nunn Vaughn, 'of 'Smyrna church 
Sister John Cartee, of Pleasant Ridge Church 
Sister Viola Rebecca McDonald, of Liberty Church 
Sister Lucinda Bell Wilson, of Diles Creek Church 
Brother Elgin Crews, of Royal Oak Church 
Brother Com Crews, of the Shiloh chur'ch 
Siste1· Dona Combs of the Benthenly Church 

,. Committee 
Mrs. E. E. Simpson, H. W. Wetzel, Joe• Sisk 

EV AN~ELIST REPORT 61-

I, E. E. Simpson, your Evangelist, beg to submit my 
Report. I held six Revivals; trayeled 2378 miles; Witnessed 
40 conver~ions; days of service, 6.2; Received into churc:h, 3; 
Baptised, 7. · 

Money Received on fi~ld ........................................ $69.87 
Amount of money paid by Treasurer ·: ............... 147.13 

Total money received -------------------------------------------- $217.00 
E. E. Simpson, Evangelist 

FINANCE COI'ill\HTTEE REPORT 
Norman, State $1.00; Local, $2.00 
Piney: Local, $2.20 · 
Diles Creek, Local, 75c 
Bethany, $1.00 Local 
·cotton Creek, $3.00 Local . 
Royal Oak, $2.0 OLocal; $i.oo State 
Mt. Zion, $2.00 Local; 75c State 
Shiloh, ~2.25 Local. 
Garfield, $2.15 Local; $1.00 State 
Myrtle, $1.00 ~tate; $5.00 Lo'cal 
Smyrna, 75c State; Local $3.00 

I 
-I 
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Pleasant Ridge, $1'.78 Local 
Cave Spring,·$2.50 Loc~l; $1.00 State 
Bailey Chapel, $2.55 Local; 75c State 
P,Jeasant Hill, $1.00 Local; $1.00 State 
Pleasant Valley, 65c State; $1.75 Local 
Oak Grove, 75c State; $1.75 Locai 
Cane Hill' $2.00 Local; 66c State 
Walnut Grove, $1.00 State; $3.00 Local 
$1.25 Local, Send to H. H. Beatty 

/ 

We, your Finance Committee have received $42.93 for 
Local Minutes and $11.31 for State Minutes. 

Elizabeth Holmes, Jettie Bowers, Leta Crass 

REPORT ~F BUSINESS COl'\IMITTEE (Special Session) 
The Business committee met at Bro. Rogers on .Thurs­

day night, April 28, 1947 with four members present, for 
the purpose of appointing a Rep_resentative to Jefferson 
City to meet with Criminal Juries Pruden'ce Committee on 
the Liquor question .. We appointed Bro. J. E. Rolen, and 
also authorized th~ Treasurer to pay his expenses. 

Members present: Bro. Billie Rogers, Bro. Sam Simp­
son, Bro. F. D. Johnson . • 
TREASURER'S REPORT 

Report from August 24, 1946 

Balance on hand ----------------·------------------------------------------- $434.97 
12 Checks written since last report 

Brother Rolen, for Clerk ------------------------------------------------ $10.00· 
Bro. Simpson, for Evangelist -----------------------------: ...... $147.13 
News office for Local Minutes ··-------------------------------------- 27.00 
State Minutes ------'----------------------------------------------------------'·---- 6.00 

. Brother Combs for kettle ··-----------------·-----------·----------------- 13.50 
Sister Meka Crews ·-·-----····------------------------------------------------ 5.00 
Marie Hyatte for Tithes ------------------------------------------------ 109.90 · 
Bro. Rolen for trip to St. Louis : ................................... 25.00 

Total amount chec:!ked out -------------------------------------------- 343.53 
Leaving a· Balance of -------------------------------------------------------- 91.44 
Deposits made -------------------------~-'----------------------------------------- 8.30 

Balance on hand ----------------------------: .......... :............ $99.7 4 

GBUSINESS COl'\niiTTEE REPORT (Regular Session) 
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We, your Business Committee beg to submit the follow­
ing report: 

Item 1 We recommend that S. W. Bell's Certificate of 
Ordination issued to him by the Cave Spring Association of 

..1 • Free Will Baptist churches in August 1939, and recorded in · 
the f~ecorder's office of Oregon county, Missouri in Book 
134, page 618 on 10th day of Sept. A. D., 1941 at 3:00 o'­
clock p. m., be destroyed .• 

ITEM 2. We recommend that Fred Dodson be dropped· 
from membership in this body. 

ITEM 3. We recommend th~t Dale Williams Ordina­
tion Certificate as a Minister in the Cave Spring Associa­
tion of Free Will Baptist Churches, be annulled because he 
has divorced his wife and married another, thereby com­
mitting·adultery. 

ITEM 4. The three Churches left on the hands of this 
committee, Namely, Rose Hill, Liberty and Wilderness. 
Liberty and Wilderness have reinstated. Since Rose Hill 
has not we recommend that the Rose Hill church be dropped 
from our Association. 

ITEM 5.· We recommend as an Association that we 
advise our churches to not use a Back list in Church Dis­
·cipline but to proceed with church discipline as outlined in 
Section Six of our' Treatise and recorded in Matt. 18:15-17. 

Signed: F. D. Johnson, S.D. Johnson, 
E. E. Simpson, Billie Rogers 

COl'tmiiTTEE TEl\IPERANCE REPORT 
We, your Temperance Committee beg to su,bmit the 

following report. First, we refer you to God's word to be 
temperate in all things. As to intoxic1.ting beverages, we 
have a do not written in God's word against wine and str­
ong drink. Therefore we should be total abstainers as Gods 
people and to the Glory of God and the good of all mankind. 
We should do all we can within our power against the evils 
of strong drink, and teach men so, also our children tliat 
they may .not be deceived thereby. We also·have the ques­
tion to our responsibility already in hand to make the fight 
for a local option bill to give us a right to. prohibit the sale 
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and serving the evil stuff in our Towns, Communities, Cou­
nty and State, and we believe that by the help of God and 
our Cooperation with the Federation of Churches,· other 
Temperance bodies and the people as a whole we shall win 
the victory. Signed, your Committee 

' J. E. Rolen, Joe Sisk, 
Jesse H. Duncan, Orval Crawford, Noah Hollis 

LITERATURE REPORT 
We, the Committee on Lietrature beg to submit the fol-., . 

lowing report. We believe we should keep and encourag2 
the reading of good clean .literature in our homes that the 
present and rising generation might read and learn more 
'of God's word and gain wisdom and faith that our homes· 
might be cleaned up of the trashy literature such as love 
and weste~n stories, and the vacancy filled with th~ Bible 
and the Free Will Baptist Gen, and other religious litera- · 1 

ture.. · M:rs. Joe Sisk, 
Mrs. Wilbur Jenkins,, Mrs. Fred Wisehart 

STATE OF DENOl\IINATION 
We, the Committee on State of Denomination submit 

the following report. Judging from Observation and Sta­
titics we are moving forward, growing in strength and pro­
gressing good in the Lord. We urge ea'ch church and mem-
ber to stand by the Church Covenant. , Committee 

STATE OF RELIGION 

A. L. McGee, Clifton Wright, 
· Harry H. Beatty 

We, your committee of State of Religion beg to submit 
the following report. A nuiuber o~ our churches are going ' 
on half time work, the State of Religion in general over the 

If 
Association is better. We hearily recommend this forward 
movement. Committee, 

D. L. Blankenship, Ernest Harding, 
M. W. Cockman. 

OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH 
We, the Committee on Observance of the Sal;> bath_ beg 

to submit the following report. 
We believe and would say upon the authority 'of the 
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teaching of the Bible that it is the indespensible duty of 
every Christian as the Bible puts it to remember. the Sab-
bath day to keep it Holy. , 

. . I 

To not only rest from our iabor on the Sabbath day, · 
but tG worship our Saviour and God who crea~ed ,{he earth 
an!f the fullness thereof in six days and the seventh day he 
resetd from all his labors. 

'· .· We should reverence our Saviour and Lord and be very 
much in prayer on the 'Sabboth that the world can see Chr­
ist living 'in us in such a way that they will want to know 
and ~erve the Christ that we serve. 

Committee: Flo Dunkin, 
Ora Wisehart, Hugh Jenkins. 

I 

Obituary 
Lucinda Bell Wilson was born October 7, 1874, and de­

parted this life July 5, 1947. She was married to'Dan Bell 
and to this union twelve children were born, five of whom (•' 
preceeded her in death, 3 infants, one son Gussie, ·at the age 
of 21; . Lora Case, 23, her husband also preceeded her in 

· death. In later years she married to Tony Wilson, by whom 
she is survived. She is su'rvived by her husband, Tony Wil­

. son, 6 daughters, Flora Ja~es, Nora Tyree, Dora Ehrhardt, 
Cora James, Ora Boyd, Lola Cantrell, one son, Edd Bell, all 
of whom were at her bedside in the last hours. 

She made pea·~e with her Savious at an early age and 
united with the Diles Creek church. The last consoling 
thought, our loss is Heaven's gain. 

Funeral services were conducted July 6th at Myrtle 
with Rev. H. H. Beatty officiating. Burial at Myrtle, under 
direction· of Carter Funeral home. 

\ ' 

Obituary 
Dona Combs departed thfs life Sunday, July 22, 1934 

et the age of 63 years, 9 months and 7 days. She was con­
verted at the age 1 9f 16 and joined the Freewill Baptist 
church. She lived a faithful life until the end. She was 
always willing and ready to he:_lp anyone in need. She will­
not only be missed by her family arid relatives, but by all 
who knew her. 

il 
II 
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She leaves to mourn her death a husband, J. C. Combs, 

six children, Lucy Wetzel, Altie Crase, Wellie Combs, Gor­
don Combs, John Combs, all of Couch·, Mo., and Oba Combs 
of Myrtle, Mo .. 

Four children preceeded her in death; 13 grand children 
three sisters and one brother. . ' 

Funeral services were conducted by Rev. Billie Rogers 
July 2~ with a large 'crowd present. The ~emains were laid 
to rest in the Cotton Creek cemetery. 

Mother.· dear has gone and ·left us from this earth to 
Heaven above; But some day we'll go an9- join her "'here· 
all is peace and love. 

Obituary 

Clara.Nunn Vaughn was born in Connecticut July 20, 

1884 and departed this life January 29, 1947 at the age of 

(;)/)2 years, 6 months and 9 days. 'She was united in marriage;, 

to Rev. Eddie Vaughn April 28, 1945. She was converted to 

the faithof our Lord in early life and united with the Free 
Will Baptist church at Waco, Texas where she remained a 
faithful member until sl~e came to Missouri after which she 
moved her membership to the Smyrna church where she re­
mained a faithful member until death. She leaves to mourn 
her departure her _husband, Rev. Eddie Vaughn and three 
step daughters;· Rissie George, Alma Phillips and Dorothy 
Rancher, all of Texas. Sister Vaughn was a good Christian 
woman and will be sadly missed by all who knew her. Being 
a goou Christain woman she was a· good companion. Fun­
eral services were conducted at the Smyrna church Thurs­
day afternoon by Rev. Elza Simpson with burial in the 
Smyma cemetery under dire'ction of the Carter Funeral 
home. 

Whereas, Our Heavenly Father has called from our 
midst another of our dear loved ones. Sister 91ara Vaughn. 
Although we had known Sister Vaughn but a short time 
we had learned to love. her very dearly. We,· the Smyrna 
church feel we have lost a very worthy member, but Wi!! 

know our Lord always knows best, and we the Smyrn:t 
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church wish to extend to Bro. Vaughn our sympathy. 

Obituary 

Smyrna Church Obituary Committee 
Edna Watson, Barbara James 

Viola Rebecca McDonald, was born in Oregon county, 
Mo., November 23, 1875 and departed this life July 1, 1947 
at the age of 71 years, 7 months and 8" days. 

She was married to Thomas Lee McDonald June 11, 

1893, who passed away three years ago last April. To this 

union ten children were born, four boys and six girls:. Del­

phia Fernimen of West. Plains, Mo.; Alpha Patterson, of 

Gatewood, Mo.; Alma Patterson, of Gatewood; Dorris Mc­
Donald of Gatewood; Vida Miller, Gatewood; Violet Miller 
of Doniphan, Mo.; Euel McDonald of Winona; Maxine Brew­
er of St. Louis; Dolan McDonald and an infant son preceed­
ed her in. death. She also leaves two sisters and two broth­
ers, Mrs. Zue Walker of Jonesboro, Ark.; Mrs. Belle Adair 
of Jonesboro; Manuel Hackworth of Hmde, Ark.; Henry 
Hackworth, of Pocahontas, Ark.; 23 grand 'children and 1 
great grand child, a host of other relatives and friends. 

She was converted at an early age and joined the Free­
will Baptist church and lived a devoted christian life. As 
a last consoling thought, remember, our loss is Heaven's. · 
gain. 

Funeral services were conducted July 3 at Liberty with 
Rev. HarryBeatty officiating. Burial there under direction 
of Black - Ed\vards Funeral home of Doniphan. 

Obituary 
Emma Florence Halstin, was born in Sullivan. county, 

Indiana November 1, 1870 and departed this life November 
16, 1946 at the Williams Hospital in Doniphan at the age 
of 76 years, and 15 days. 

She was married to John Cartee in July, 1895. She 
leaves to mourn her passing, her husband and one brother, 
Jim Halstin, and ~ host of other relatives and friends. 

She ,profes~ed, a hope in Christ at an early age and lived 
a Christian life to the end. She united with the Freewill 

,· 

j 
' 
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Baptist church at Lula 'Sept. 10, ·1941. She was aloving 
companion, a kind neighbor and a good friend. Her fri­
ends are numbered by those who knew her. 

Funeral services were 'conducted at the home Monday 
afternoon by Rev. F. D. Johnson and burial was in the Smitn · 
cemetery in Alton under the direction of the Carter Funer­
al home. Pall bearers were Herbert Wiser, Cleo Barton, 
Clarence Martin, James Pingleton, Elmer Blankenship and 
Noel Johnso~. 

Obituary 
William Elvin Crews, son of Benjamin and Eliza Crews 

was born September 22, 1893 near Shiloh in Oregon county, , 
Mo., and passed away August 24, 194'6, at the age of 52 
years, 11 months. 

He was united(in marriage to Mary Ferrell in 1921, to 
them three sons were born, Sherman A., Grover Dale, and 
Paul. His wife and two sons preceeded him in death, Paur 
having died-in infancy; his wife passed away in 1926; Gro­
ver Dale gave his life in the service of his country ~ Bel­
gium on .Jan. 11, 1945; Sherman A., of the home survives. 

He was united in marriage to LeoJ?.a Barton March 16, 
1927, to this union two sons were born, Barton Crews, age 
12 and Leroy crews, age 9, all of whom survive: 

Also surviving are four brothers and three sisters, Johri 
of Alton; Frank of Kansas City; Sam of Kansas City; Glen 
of Big Sandy, Mont. ; Lois Peace, of Alton; Edna Fuller and 
Bernice Hall of l{ansas City, and a host of relatives and fri­
ends. 

At the time of the de2th of W. E. Crews, he was surviv­
ed by a brother, Com Crews, who passed away in a Spring­
field hospital last Sunday. 

He was converted and joined the· Free. Will Baptist 
church of Royal Oak in October, 1930. He has remained a 
true and faithful member to the end, having served as a 
Deacon for many years. He was· a member ·of the Alton 
Masonic lodge, 'No. 255. 

He was a veteran of World War 1, having served 22 
months in service, most of whi·ch was overseas. He was 
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wounded while in service in France. 

Mr. Crews friends were numbered by his acquaint~nces, 
he was always ready and willing to lend his support to any 
betterment or advancement to his community, being active 
in church and community work. 

Funeral services were conducted at Shiloh church west 
of Alton on Tuesday afternoon of last week by Rev. Harry 
Beatty and Rev. Davie Combs.· Interment was in Shiloh 
cemetery with Masonic rites. 

Obituary 
Commodore Houston Crews, son of Benjamin and Eliza 

Crews was born April 3, 1896 near Alton, in Oregon county, 
Mo., and departed this life at Baptist hospital in Spring­
field, Mo., on Sept. 1, at the age of 50 years, 4 months, 28 
days. 

He \vas united in marriage to Ursla Childers on Dec. 
25, 1923; to them three sons were born, Donald Ray,:Ernest 
Noble and Commodore Max. His wife and two infant sons 
Donald and Ernest pre'ceeded him in death. 

He was united in marriage to Meka Johnson, on July 
27, 1940. To this union two daughters were born, Wanda 
Sue, age 5 and Rose Mary, age 3. His wife, two daughters 
and son Max, age 11 survive. 

He is also survived by four brothers and three sisters 
as follows: John, of Alton; Frank and Sam of Kansas City 
and Glen of Fort Benton, Mont.; "Lois Peace of Alton; Enda 
Fuller and Bernice Hall of Kansas City. One brother, El­
vin, preceededhim in death two weeks ago. He also leaves 
many close friends and relatives .. 

Everyone who knew Com Crews consider~d him their 
friend; he was highly respected and loved by all who knew 
him. ' · 

Mr. Crews tyas converted and joined the Free Will Bap­
tist church in October 1930. He .has remained a true and 
faithful member, serving as a deacon at the time of his 
death. 

He was a member of Clifton Lodge No. 463; Abou Ben 
Adhem, of Springfield, Mo., and Knights Templar of West 

I . 
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Plains. 
He was a veteran of World War 1, having spent several 

mtmths in active service overseas; 
Funeral services were· conducted at Shiloh Sept: 3, by 

Rev. Harry Beatty and Bro. Geo. Scott, Masonic rites by 
Clifton Lodge, under direction of Carter Funeral service l)f 
Thayer. 

IN lUEl\IORY 
Of the Ministers of the Cave Spring Association of Free 

Will,Baptist, who have given their lives for His 
cause, and gone. on to receive their reward. 

Rev. J. A. Jones 
Rev. A. H. Peace 
Rev. E. R. Whitman 
Rev. C. E. Whitman 
Rev. W. W. Pierce 
Rev. Thomas Bennett 
Rev. Daniel R. Johnson 
Rev. G. W. Putman 
R(JV. S. 0. Buckley·· 
Rev. David Johnson 

· Rev. W. C. Norman 
Rev. John Combs 
Rev. Milo Stanley 
Rev. W. M. Johnson 
Rev. J. E. Pentec;;-st 
Rev. J. R. W. Harbison 
Rev. T. J. Dunkin 
Rev. W. P. Stogsdill · 

. Rev. Nathan Combs 

SHILOH CHURCH 
Organized October 19, 1930, · by Rev. W. P. Stogsdill 

and Rev, Billy Rogers. It was organized with,14 members. 
C. H. Crews and Lee Clark as deacons. Eiizabeth Holmes 
c·hurch clerk. 

,. 
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_UNION IDIL (Oane Ifill) 

Organized November 23, 1930, by Rev. N. Combs, 
Elbie Simpson and Rev. Jesse Rolen, with 23 members. 

, .PINEY CHURCH 
Organized in 1885, by Rev. J. A. Jones, members · un­

lmown. 

LIBERTY CHURCH 
Organized September 25, 1921, with 9 members, by 

Rev. J. R. W. Harbison, Rev. John Combs, Rev. James Mc­
Gehee and Rev. G. H. Miller. 

BETHANY CIIURCH 
Organized January 20, 1902, by Re';. H. C. Crase, Rev. 

T. J. Dunkin and Rev .. N. Combs. Organized with 7 mem­
bers; T. U. Cockman and Will Wiiliams as deacons. 

WALNUT GROVE CIIURCH . 
Organized in 1889 by Rev. H. C. Crase and Rev. E. R. 

Evans, with 7 members. 

COTTON CREEl{ CHURCH 
Organized August 6, 1893, by Rev. J. H. Herlson and 

Rev_N.(Combs, with 13 members. T. J. Dunkin and G. W. · 
. I 

Robertson were elected as deacons. 

ROYAL OAI{ CIIURCII 
Organized on the first Sunday in October, 1930, by Rev. 

H. C. Crase and Elmer Hodges, assisted by Deacon J. P. 
McCullough, with 23 members., 

NOR!UAN CIIURCII 
Organized October 3, 1914 by Rev. W. P. Stogsdill and 

supposedly Rev. W. C. Norman, with 18 members;· D. M. 
Crews and G. W. Moore· as deacons. 

PLEASANT IfiLL CIIDRCH 
Organized October 6, 1918, by Rev. E. J. Vaughn and 

Eev. H. C. Crase, with 17 members. 

ROSE IDLL CIIDRCII 
Organized, July 1'6, 1916, by Rev. Milo Stanley and Rev. 

W. C. Norman, with 7 members; H. f. Young and G. W. 
Denton as deacons, and R. G. Beaatty, church clerk. 

P~EASANT RIDGE CIIURCH 
Organized May 28, 1933, with 13 members. 
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CAVE SPRING. CHURCH 

Organized July 12, 1879, with 24 members, by Rev. 
David Johnson, Rev. J. A. Jones and Rev. S. J. Thornberg. 

SlUYRNA CHURCH 
Organized in November, 1882, by Rev. David Johnson 

~nd Rev. J. A. Jones, with 13 members. 

OAR GROVE CHURCH 
No information available. 

MILL CREEl\: CHURCH 
Organized in October, 1903; Levi Taylor and Henry 

\Viseha:ft \Vere ele'cted deacons: ' · 

BAILEY CHAPEL . CIIURCII 
Org~nized August 28, 1938, ··by Rev. E. E. Simpson, 

Rev. C. A. Dodson and Rev. Elmer Hodges, with 55 mem­
bers and John Nicholas, W. M. Huddleston and Elgin Will­
iams as deacons. 

~IT. ZION. CHURCH 
Organize::l July 30, 1939, by Rev. J. E. Rolen, B. H. 

• . I 

Woodring and Rev. J. E. S. Pentecost. · Organized with 14 
membenr,•Dave Bowers and A. C. Harrison as deacons. 

PLEASANT VALLEY CHURCH 
Organized in June, H)40, by Rev. B. H. Woodring. Or­

ganized with 8 members and Robert Wore! and Walter 
Barnett as deacons. 

WILDERNESS CHURCH 
Organized August 2,, 1940, by Rev. Clarence Dodson, 

8. W. Bell and Deacon Elgin Williams; organized with 22 
members and Mack Simpson, Hosea Simpsoll and Other 
Neal as deacons. 

GARFIELD ·CHURCH 
Organized August 17, 1942 by Rev. Harry H. Beatty, 

Blllv Rogers and Fred Dodson: organized with 22 members 
11.nd Edd Rogers and Noah Hollis as deacons. ' 

PETITIONARY LETTER FORM 
We, the council of Ordained Ministers, _________ : _________________ _ 

........ ------------ organized ----·--------------------------------- church, county 
cf -------------------------------------------------: ________ , State of ----------------------; • 
number of members, ------------------------; by choice of the body 
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........................................................................... were selected as 
deacons; church clerk ---------------------~----------------·------····'·; on the 
·············:·· day of ···································· 19 .......... . 

We therefore petition the Conference to accept our 
church into your body as a member of ......... : ........................... . 
----···················;·-~- Conference or Association. 

Council ·········--·----~---------------·---------------················ 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
::. Opening of conference by clerk, scripture reading, sing-

~' ing and prayer. 
2. Moderator takes charge of the business; appointment of 

committee on Divine Service. · 

3. Reading of constitution and by-laws and minutes of prev-
ious meetings. - . 

4. Letters from various churches 'called for, read and rece-
ived; verbal reports of pastors of churches. 

5. League reports. 
6. Home Mission reports. 

7. Petitionary letters called for, read and received. 

8. Visiting Brethern and Sisters invited to seats as advis­
ory members. 

9. Corre_sponding messengers called to seats as advisory 
members. 

10. Eleven o'clock devotional service. 

, . 11. Appointment of all committees. 

12. Election of officers. 
13. Moderator inquiries: Are all churches represented? 
14: General and new business. -
15. Enrollment of de~cons and ministers present. 
16. Are there any churches without l1: pastor, and can_they 

be supplied? · 
17. Have all chur'ches observed the Communion? 
18. Business suggested by letters· or delegates. 
19. Reports of committees . 
. 20. Reports of ministers. 
21. Setting of place· for next conferen~e. 
22. Ordaining council proceedings with work. 
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BY -.LAWS 

ARTICLE 1-Each session. of this conference shall be 
called to order by the standing clerk 'when present, and ;,n. 
his absence by the member having seniority in years .. · 

ARTICLE 2-Each session and adjourned session of the 
conference shall be opened and closed with prayer. . \ 

ARTICLE 3---:-Ten members .shall be- required to consti-
tute a quorum to transact any business of this conference. 
But any less number .may .adjourn from time to time. 

ARTJJCLE 4-After the opening of each session of this 
conference a chairman shall be appointed and a committee 
of not less than three persons shall be chosen to examine 
credentials for membership in this conference. After the 
r2port of this committee and enrollment of a moderator 
and to the transaction of other business. 

.·' 
ARTICLE 5-At each session of this conference stand­

ing committees shall be appointed on each subject as the 
following: "Printing Establishments," ''Ministry," "Slav-· 
ery," "Missions," "Moral Reform," "Pope;y,'' "Peace,'' 
"Church-Polity," "Petitions and requests," "State .of Reli­
gion," "Observan'ce of the Sabbath,'' ''Doctri~e," and "State 
of Denominatio~t". All petitions and committees o~ parti­
cular subjects shall be referred to appropriate committees. 
Special committees may be appointed at the pleasure of 
the conference. 

. ' 
ARTICLE 6--This conference may hold ·correspondence 

by mes·sage or otherwise with religious bodies as it may 
deem advisable. 

ARTICLE 7-This conference may sit with open doors. 
except whe'n it may go into committee of the whole. 

ARTICLE 8~-Any person not a member of this confer­
ence may be allowed to take part in its discussions by ob­
taining permission of the conference. 

AR.TICLE 9-It shall be t:he duty of. the standing clerk 
to furnish each session. of the conference with a book or re,.. 
cords containing the doings of the previous session. 

ARTICLE 10--The conference may determine the time 
<. • • 

when its daily sessions shall commence and close. 
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ARTICLE ll___.:.It shall 'be the duty of the members of 

this conference to be present at the time appointed for each 
daily session and anyone wishing to retire,.shall first obtain 
leave of the moderator. 

ARTICLE 12:---No member shall absent himself from, 
conference during the sessions without first obtaining per­
mission from the conference. 

ARTICLE 13-Every member wishing to speak in con­
feren·ce. shall first address the moderator. 

ARTICLE 14-No person shall be allowed to speak more 
than ten minutes at any one time nor more than twice on 
any subject without leave of the conference. 

ARTICLE 15-No debates shall be allowed on any mot­
ion except the same be submitted in writing and seconded 
by a member of the conference. 

ARTICLE 16--No whispering shall be.allowed during 
confere~ce without leave of the moderator, but all members 
shall pay strict attention to the business of the conference. 

AR'FICLE 17--No person shall be allowed to nominate 
more than one member of any committee provided the bro­
ther nominated be elected. 

ARTICLE 18--The yeas and nays may be taken on any 
question before the conference by request of one-fifth of 
the members present. 

ARTICLE 19-The_ constitution and by-laws of this con­
ference shall be read at ~a'ch session near its commence­
ment. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 
THE BIBLE--The Scripture of tl}.e . Old and New 

Testament-were _given by the inspiration of God and are 
our infallible rule of faith and practicE;!. 

GOD - There is one living and true God revealed in 
nature 'as the Creator, Preserver and Righteous Governor 
of the Universe and in Scripture as Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, as. one God infinitely wise and good 'whom all intelli­
gent creatures are supremely to love, adore, and obey. 

CHRIST - Christ is God manifest in the flesh, in His 
divine nature truly God, in His human nature truly man. 
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The mediator between G~d and man, once cruc.ified He is 
now risen and glorified and is ever present Savior and Lord. 

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES-The Scriptures assign the 
Holy Spirit all the attributes of God. He is the Reprover, 
Comforter, Guide, and Sanctifier· of men. . . 

THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD-God exerCises a wise 
and benevolent providence over all beings and .all things 
also performs special acts of grace, not otherwise provided 
by maintaining the constitution and laws of nature. · He 

' for, as the highest welfare of man requires .. 

THE SINFULNESS OF MAN...:_Man was created inno- 1 

cent but by disobedience, fell into a state of sin and ~midem­
nation. His posterity, therefore, inherited a fallen nature 
of such tendencies that all who come to years of account­
ability of sin, and become" guilty before God. 

THE. WORK OF CHRIST-The Son of God, by His in­
carnation, life, sufferings, death and resurrection effected 
for a redemption from sin that is fui!' and free-and is the 
ground.of salvation by faith. 

THE TERMS OF SALVATION- .The conditions of 
salvation are: 1 Repentance or sincere sorrow for sin and 
the hearty renunciation of it. Faith, or the unreserved 
commital to one's self to Christ as Savior and Lord, with 
purpose to love and obey Him in all things. In the exercise 
of saving faith the soul is· renewed by the Holy Spirit, freed 
from the dominion of sin and becomes , a child· of God. 3. 
Continuance in faith and obedien'ce until death. · · 

ELECTION - God determined from the beginning to 
save all who should comply with the conditions of salva-
.tion. Hence by faith in Christ men become His elect. 

.. . FREEDOM OF WILL - The human will is free and 
self~controlled, having power to pield to the influence ·of 
the truth and the Spirit and live, or-to ·resist them and per­
ish. 

SALVATION FREE- God desires the salvll:tion of all, 
the Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and 
whosoever will may come mid take of the water of Life 
freely. 

\ 
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PERSERV ANCE _.:.. All believers in Christ, who thro­
ugh grave perserve_in holiness to the end of .life, have the 
promise of eternal salvation. 

GOSPEL ORDINANCES 

BAPTISM, or the immersion of believers in water, and 
the. LORD'S SUPPER, are ordinances to be perpetuated 
under the Gospel; FEET WASHING, an ordinance teaching 
humility, of universal obligation, and to be administered to 
all true believers. 

THE CHRISTIAN SABBA'fH-The divine law requires 
that one day in seven be set aside from secular employ­
ments and amusements, for rest worship, holy works, and 
activities, and for personal communion with God. 

WAR-War destroys the lives of the innocent, and is 
contrary to the New Testament, therefore, we are opposed 
to war. 

RESURREJCTION, JUDGMENT, and FINAL RETRI-
. BUTION-The Scriptures teach the resurrection of all men 

at the last day. They that have done good willl::ome.forth 
to the resarrection of life, and they that have done evil un­
to the resurrection of damnation; then the wicked shall "go 
away into eternal.punishment, but righteous eternal life." 

FREEWILL BAPTIST CHURCH COVENANT 
Having given ourselves to God by faith in Christ, and 

adopted the Word of God as our rule of faith and practice, 
we now give ourselves to one another by the will of God in 
this solemn covenant. We promise by His grace to love 
and obey Him in all things to avoid the appearance of evil, · 
to abstain from all sinful amusements and unholy conform-' 
ity to the· world; from all sanction of the use and sale of 
intoxicating beserages,· an.d to "provide things honest in the 
sight of all men." 

We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof 
. with'-meekness, and to watch over one another in love en­
deavoring to "keep the unity of the Spirit," in the bonds of 
peace, to be careful of one 'another's happiness and reputa­
tion, and seek to strengthen the weak, encourage tlie afflict­
ed; admonish the erring, as far .as we are able, promote the . 
success of the Church and of the Gospel.· 
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We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred and 

Christian obligations supreme; counting it our chief busi­
ness in life to extend the influence of Christ in society;_· 
constantly praying and toiling tha.t the Kingdom of God 
may come, and His will be done on earth as it is in Heaven . 

. We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in re­
ference to the study of the Scriptures,,secret prayer, family 
devotions, and social worship; and by self-denial, faith, and 
good words endeavor. to "grow in grace and the knowledge 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.''- We will not forget 
the assembling of ourselves together for church confer­
ences, public worship, and the observances of the ordin­
ances of the Gospel, nor fail to pay according to our ability 
for the support of the church, of its poor, and all its bene-
volent work. . 

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of 
educational and denominational enterprises, the support of 
missions, the success of Sunday Schools, and evangelistic 
efforts for the salvation of souls, and the conversion of the 
world. And may the God of Peace sanctify us wholly and 
Preserve us blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

.. 
\ 
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B. H. Woodring ................................ ) ........ 1 13) ........ ) ........ J ........ ) ........ ) ........ ) ........ ) ........ ) ........ ) 2.50 
L. D. Gilliam ...................................... 1--·····-1 68113221---····-1·-·····-1 9) 61----·--·1·-·····-1·-·····-1 156.07 
E. E. Simpson ................................... I 1) 47123781 31 71 401 6, ........ 1 2) 31 518.98 
F. D. Johnson ................................... I 41 25123611 231 15) 381 5 971---····-1 31 478.19 
Earnest Harding ............................... I 21 8119721 31-·-···--1 21 51---····-1---····-1·-·····-1 158.18 
Harry H. Beatty ............................... I 3] 75165001 53! 501 901 10) ........ 1 41 1211572.76 
C. A. Dodson ..................................... I 31 ........ 11000) 11 ...... :.) ........ 1 11---····-1 2) 41 250.60 
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Statistical Table of Cave Spring Association of Freewill Baptist Churches 

CHURCHES 

BETHANY ............... . 
GARFIELD ............... . 
DIALS CREEK ....... . 
COTTON CREEK ... . 
!'TNEY ....................... . 
NOR:\fAN ................... . 
MILL CREEK ........... . 
PLEASANT RIDGE .. 
ROYAL 0\K .......... .. 
MT. ZION ............... . 
OAK GROVE ........... . 
CANE IIILL ............. . 
WALNUT GROVE ... . 
SHJLOII ..................... . 
BAILEY CHAPEL ... . 
SMYRNA ................... . 
PLEASANT VALLEY 
PLEASANT HILL .... 

Pastors and Address 
1946-47 

Davie N. Combs, Couch, Mo. 
Davie N. Combs, Couch, Mo. 
None 
Billie Rogers, Myrtle, Mo. 
F. D. Johnson, Alton, Mo. 
H. H. Beatty, Thayer, Mo. 
H. H. Beatty, Thayer, Mo. 
Earnest Harding, Alton, Mo. 
Davie N. Combs, Couch, Mo. 
E. E. Simpson, Alton, Mo. 
C. A. Dodson, Alton, Mo. 
F. D. Johnson, Alton, Mo. 
H. H. Beatty, Thayer, Mo. 
F. D. Johnson, Alton, Mo. 
C. A. Dodson, Alton, Mo. 
Billie Rogers, Myrtle, Mo. 
Earnest Harding, Alton, Mo. 
Billie Rogers, Myrtle, Mo. 

Pastors and Address 
1947-48 

L. D. Gilliam, Warm Spr. Ark. 
Davie N. Combs, Couch, Mo. 
L. D. Gilliam, Warm Spr. Ark. 
Billie Rogers, Myrtle, Mo. 
Earnest Harding, Alton, Mo. 
Billie Rogers, Myrtle, Mo. 
Mark Lewis, Myrtle, Mo. 
Earnest Harding, Alton, Mo. 
F. D. Johnson, Alton, Mo. 
E. E. Simpson, Alton, Mo. 
C. A. Dodson, Alton, Mo. 
Joe Sisk, Myrtle, Mo .. 
Davie N. Combs, Couch, ·Mo. 
F. D. Johnson, Alton, Mo. 
C. A. Dodson, Alton, Mo. 
C. A. Dodson, Alton, Mo. 
Earnest Harding, Alton, Mo. 
G. J, Pingleton, Thayer, Mo. 

Clerks and Address 
1947-48 

I Martha Crawford, Myrtle, Mo. 
Vest a Sanders, Couch, Mo. 

: Ina Campbell, Myrtle, Mo. 

I Della Jenkins, Myrtle, Mo. 

I 
Georgia Crowder, Couch, Mo. 
Maurine Holman, Thayer, Mo. 
Ora Clark, Myrtle, Mo. 
Verble Hollis, Alton, Mo. 
Pearl Dotson, Alton, Mo. 
Jettie Bowers, Thayer, Mo. 
Abner S. Rhoades. Thayer, Mo. 
Issie Pingleton, Thayer, Mo. 
J. A. Hall, Myrtle, Mo. 
Elizabeth Holmes, Alton, Mo. 
Hallie Cline, Alton, Mo. 
Edna 'Vatson, Alton, Mo. 
El<ie 'Vorel, Mam. Spg. Ark. 
Arlie Hays, Thayer, Mo. 

:>:l zl :>:l :>:l tl ~ tl .., en t'1otrJtrJ~)<~o> 
;!;~QQ~p~..,gg 
o:>:l~~~c: >> 
~gJ;;i;;i~o t"">-l 
..., ~~o o r:l~ s::::: tl vtl trJ 
?::trJI:Xlc;c; s;:O 
trJz><..e:..e: I:Xl"" :::: ,...,, t'1 t'1 s: 
gJ ?::I~ ~ ~ 1:; t11 

1:;1~'!:1~~ :::j 
I:Xl.~ t'1 t11 ""z 
tTl~ :>:l :>:l C) 

1:;1&1 

30, .... 2111 .... 1 ........ \30\ 3 
52 7 9 1 .... ........ 59 1 3 
27, .... 13 6 ............ 1271 ...... .. 
79 18 1713 ............ 1791 4 
40 16 3 .... 5 2 .... 56 2 
9ob\ .... 1! .... 1 ........ 116\1 3 

108\41\ 9\ ..•. \ S\ .... \ .••• \149\Full 
61\3511 4, ........ 111961 3 
39\30 .................... 69 2 4 

471 211 2\ .... ····1· .. · 4912 4 24 2 .... .... 1 1 .... 26 4 
18\17 ........ I ........ \ 1134 3 
55\17 9\ 1\ .... \ .... ,2 80\2 4 
37\ 716\ 5\.... .... 1 44 1 3 
64\33 1 •••• \ 41... ..... 971 3 
RS\18 .... 1 .... 1 1\ .... \ .... 106\ 1 
22\ 8\ .... \ .... 1 •••• \ •••• 1···· 301 1 
40\ 2J .... J .... J .... J ........ 42 4 
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