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-OF THE-

SIXTY - SIXTH ANNUAL SESSION 

-OF THE-

Cave Spring Association 
-OF-

F ree\vill Baptist Churches 
-HELD WITH-

, I;.' SM¥RNA CHURCH 
AUGUST 20, 21, 22, 1953 

+ 
-OFFICERS-

Davie N. Combs ............................................ Moderator 
F. D. Johnson ............................ Assistant Moderator 
J. W. King ................................................................ Clerk 
June King ............................................ Assistant Clerk 
D. J. Bowers ................................................ Treasurer 
Howard Bell .................................................. Statistician 

The next session of the Cave Spring Association of 
Freewill Baptist Churches will be held with the 
Smyrna Church, beginning at 9 :00 a. m. ori Thurs­
day before the fourth Sunday in July, 1954. Davie 
N. Combs and C. A. Dodson will preach the intro­
i!nctory sermon at 11:00 a. m. 



The Sixty-Sixth annual session of .the Cave Springs 
Association of Free Will Baptist churches· convened with 
. the Royal Oak church, seven miles northwest of Alton, Mo. 
on Thursday, August 20, 1953. 

Opening song, "When We All get to Heaven". 

In the absence of the clerk Rev. J. E. Rolen took 
charge .to call the meeting to order. 

Scripture reading, Romans 8th chapter .. 

Prayer, by Rev. George W. Scott. 

Moderator Rev. F. D. Johnson called to take charge of 
meeting: . 

Nominations declared in' order for Clerk protem until 
Bro. J. W. King arrived· from St. Louis, Mo. 

Bros. J. E. Rolen and Davie N. Combs nominated. 
Bro. Dayic N. Combs elected. \ 
Bro. N. H. Rhoades appointed as assistant clerk. 
Motion carried for the Moderator to appoint. an assist-

ant Moderator} 
Rev. George W. Scott appointed. 
Motion carried for the moderator to appoint a Devine 

Committee. 
I J: W. Harding, Abner S. Rhoades and J. P. Wheeler 

appointed. 
Moderator asked for reading of By-Laws. 
By-Laws read .by assistant clerk. 
Motion carried that Moderator appoint to fill, vacancy . 

on Credential committee. 
Bro. Ernest Harding and Bro. Keith Johnson appoint-

ed. 
Letters called for apd read. 
Garfield: Delegates, Percy Cockmnn, Inez Martin and 

Claudie Combs. 3 present. Ministers and Deacons recom­
mended; 

Pleasant Hill: Delegates, Thelma Hoyt, Edna Hollis, 
and Lourine Sandridge. 2 present. Minister and Deacons 
recommended. 
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Norman: Delegates, Fay Roy, Lucy Holman, and Cat!J.­
erine Roy. Two present. Dea~ons recommended. 

Royal Oak: Delegates, Francis Bell, Gene Braswell and 
Jim Harding. Three present. Deacons recommended. 

Pleasant Valley: Delegates, Avery Jewell, Betty Jewell, 
and Orpha Wheeler. Three present. Minis.ter and Deacons 
recommended. 

Walnut Grove: Del~ gates, Fay Reed, George Reed and 
Mary June King. Three present. Minister and Deacons 
recommended. 

Pleasant R:idge: Delegates, Violet Johnson, Bessie Par­
rott; and Clara Wheeler. Three present. Ministers and 
Dea·cons recommended. 

Shiloh: Delegates, Nora Lynch, Albert Holmes, and 
Claude Huff. Three present. · Ministers and Deacons re­
commended. 

Mt. Zion: Delegates, Ralph Prnce, Viola Crawford, and 
Issie Pingleton. Two present. Ministers and Deacons re­

commended. 
Motion carried to receive the letters and seat the dele-

gates by the hand of fellowship. 

Quarterly meeting letter called for. 
None present. 
Petitionary letter called for. 
None ·present. 
Letters from Corresponding Messengers called for. 

None present. 
Visiting Brothers and Sisters invited into our confer-

ence as advisory members. 
Moderator asked if there be any vacancy in any of the 

standing committees. 
One in Business Committee and one in Finance Com-

\ -
mittee. ' -

,Motion carried that Moderator appoint someone to fill 

the vacan'cies. 
Bro. H. C. Crase appointed to fill the vacancy in Busi-

n~ss Committee and Bro. Roscoe Mills to fill vacancy in 

Finance Committee. 
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At this time the Clerk explained the request made by 
the State Association, that all local Associations move the 
time of their sessions back before the third Sunday in Aug­
ust, in order that all reports might be ready before that 
date. This shall be acted upon during this Conference. 

Motion carried to adjourn for 11 :00 o'clock services. 
Prayer .by Bro. Joe Sisk. 

EI"EVEN O'CLOCJ{ SERVICES 

Opening song: The Last Mile of the Way. 
Prayer by Bro. H. C. Crase. 
Scripture reading: Matt. 28, 16th, to end of chapter, 

by Bro. ·Ernest Harding, followed by Bro. E. E. Hollis. 
'Text: The Responsibility ofthe 'church. 
These Brothers stressed the fact that we need to go ye 

i'nto the Harvest and fulfill the Commission that was given 
by the Lord. 

1 Closed by an oldtime handshake. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON 

Opening song: "I'll Fly Away." 
Scripture Lesson: Romans 12:1-10, by. Bro. George W. 

Scott. ·· 

. Prayer by Bro. Keith Johnson. 
Moderator takes cparge and asks for corresponding 

letters. 
None present. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Nominations for Moderator. Bro. F. D. Johnson and 
I 

·Bro. Davie N. Combs. 
Motion carried that nominations cease and we proceed 

to elect. 
Davie N. Combs elected by majority vote. 
Nominations for Assistant Moderator. 
F. D. Johnson nominated. 
;Motion carried nominations cease a:nd ·we proceed to 

elect by acclamation. · 
Nominations for Association Clerk. · 
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J. W. King nominated. 

Motion carried that nominations cease and we pro'cee:! 
~o elect by acclimation. 

Nominations for assistant Clerk. 

Mrs. J. W. King nominated. 

:Motion carried that nominations cease and we proceed 
to elect by acclimation. I 

Nominations for Associational Treasurer. 

D. J. Bowers nominated. 

Motion carried nominations cease and proceed to elect 
by acclimation. 

Nominations for Association Statisti'cian. 

Howard Bell and Clifton Lee King nominated. 
Motion carried nominations cease and we proceed to 

elect. 
Howard Bell elected by majority vote. 
Motion carried that Moderator appoint all temporary 

committees. 
DENOMINATION 

Abner :S. Rhoades, George Reed, Albert Hohnes. 

RELIGION 
Fay Reed, Claudia Combs, Irma Jean Braswell. 

LITERATURE 
J. Willi~ Jewell, Betty Jewell, Nora Lynch. 

SABBATH 
Mrs. J. W. Harding, Francis Bell, Claude Huff. 

Registration of Ministers, Deacons and Clerks. 

.T. E. Rolen 
L. R. Wheeler 
Davie N. Combs 
J. M. Cloven 
E. E. Hollis 
George W. Scott 

MINISTERS 
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·Ernest Harding 
F. D. Johnson 

.Joe Sisk · 
H. C. Crase 

Keith Johnson· 

.. 



/ 

.. DEACONS 
Howard Be~l: -- Royal Oak J. W. Hardirig-:- Royal Oak 
•Lee Lynch - Shiloh J. P. Wheeler - Pleasant Ridge 
J. W. Jewell-:- Pleasant Ridge N.H. Rhoades -Norman 
D. J. Bowers - Mt. Zion Raymond Williams-Royal Oak 
R. ·E. MiJls - Oak .Grove / · 

CHURCH· CLERKS 
Lois .Peace - Royal Oak 
Elizabeth Holmes -- Shiloh 

Clifton King'-,walnut Grove 
Abner Rhoades-Oak Grove 

Miscellaneous business called for. 
None at this time. 
The Divine Committee reports that J. E. Rolen a·nd F. 

D. Johnson will bring .the message for Thursday night. 
Moderator appoints Bro. Joe 'Sisk to conduct a devo­

tional service. 
Many soul strring testimonies were given at this time. 

.. Motion ·carried that we adjourn business until 9:00 o'­
clock. a. m. August 21, 1953. 

• ·len. 

Prayer by Abner s. Rhoades. , 
I 

. I . 

pmRSDAY NIGHT 
. . . 

Opened with singing. 
Prayer by· Bro. J. M. Cloven. 
Servic~s turned to Br~s. F.· D. Johnson and J. E. Rol-

Scripture reading, Matthew 7:24. 
Text..:._Hearing and Doing. 
Prayer by Bro. Raymond Williams .. 

FRIDAY l\IORNil'lG 
Openh1g song, I a~ Satisfied with Jesus. · . 

· Scrip'ture reading: Romans 12:1-6 by Clei_']{. 
Prayer by Bro. Ernest Harding. . · · 
Moderator takes· 'charge and calls for reading of By-

Laws. . . . . 
By ~ Laws read by Assistant Clerk . 
. Minutes· of previous day's business read. 
Motion c~rried that the record be approved. 
Moderator calls for letters. 
Cotton, Creek: Delegates, Marvin Cockman, Jessie Me; 

I 
\ 

I 
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Ghee and Minnie Payne. Three present. Ministers and 
Deacons recommended, 

Diles Creek: Delegates, Ethel Copus, Cecil Ehrhardt. 
and Hanford Wilkerson. Ministers and Deacons recom­
mended. 

Cave Springs: Delegates, Este~ Archer, Hallie. Nonnan, 
and Anna Barton. One present. 

Wilderness: Delegates, A. A.· Brawley, L. E. Case and 
Artie Case. One present. Deacons recommended. 

'Smyrna: Delegates, Susie Watson, Lola Warren, and 
Auddie Warren. Three present. Ministers and Deacons 
recommended. 

Oak Grove: Delegates, Laura Mills,, Mary Harper, and 
Abner S. Rhoades. Three present. Deacons recommend­
ed. 

Dry Creek: Delegates, Johnny Shaw, Myrtle Shaw, and 
Lovel Roberts. Two present. Deacons recommended. 

Pin~y: Delegates, Evert Combs, Eva Williams, and 
Alma Overstreet. Two present. Minister and Dea'cons 
recommended. 

Clifton: Delegates, Noah Hollis, Nola Hollis and Nova 
Coble. Two present. Deac;ons recommended. 

Bethany: Delegates, Noah Combs, Barbara Combs and 
Emmie Brewer. Two present. Ministers recommended. 

Bailev Chapel: Delegates. George Chronister, Joe Har­
rison and Evelyn Harrison. Three present. Ministers and 
Deacons recommended. 

Motion carried ·to place letters of Bethany and Bailey 
Chapel inhands of Credential Committee. 

Motion carried to receive remainder of letters and seat 
the· delegates. 

Quarterly Conference letter read. 
Motion carried that letter be approved and delegates 

seated in council. 
Petitionary letters called for. 
One letter received from Thomasville church request­

ing ~o be dropped from our records. 
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Motion 'carried that we grant request· and omit this 
church from our records as an active member. 

Corresponding messengers called for. 

One letter received from Mission Association with in­
vitation to send a delegation to their Association. 

Motion carried we receive this letter. 

Visiting Brothers and Sisters invited into our Council 
as Advisory members. 

The Divine Committee reports that Bros. George W. 
Scott and H. C. Crase will bring 11:00 o'clock message. 

Reports of Delegates to other Associations. 
Bro. Keith Johnson reported visiting Union Associa­

tion at Mountain Grove, Mo., Social Bond Association at 
Walnut Ridge, Ark., and the Laclede County Association. 
He reported having a good time in the Lord and that these 
people were progressing in the work of .the Master. 

Bro. H. C. Crase reported going to State Association. A 
wonderful association where he had a, wonderful time and 
experience with God. 

Bro. Davie N. Combs reported having a happy time at 
State meeting and of witnessing .two conversions on Thurs­
day night. 

Sister Ray Martin reported a day at State Association, 
a day not forgotten soon. 

Motion carried .to read letter from Union Association. 
Nine delegates present. 

Motion carried to receive letter and seat delegates a::l 

advisory members. 
Delegates seated with hand of fellowship. 
Motion 'carried to adjourn for 11:00 o'clock services. 
Prayer by Bro. Clifton Wright. 

ELEVEN O'CLOCii SERVICES 
Opening song, "I can tell you the Time". 
Prayer by Bro. Emory Coble. 
Services turned to Bros. George W. Scott and H. C 1 

Crase. 
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Scripture reading, St. John 5:36 - 40 and lOth chapter 
and 25th verse. 

Subject: Practical Christian , Living. A wonderfui 
Message on a Christian life as an effective record. 

FRIDAY EVENING 
Opening song, "What a Gathering that will be." 

:Scripture Reading, St. John 1:1-14 by Bro. George W. 

Scott. 
Prayer by Bro. Virgil Bandy of Unfon Association. 

Re.port of Credential Committee read. 

Motion carried to receive the report. 
Motion carried to receive remainder· of Bethany and 

Bailey Chapel letters and seat their delegates \vith hand of 

fellowship. 
Evangelist report read. . 
Motion. carried to ac'cept report. 
Treasurers report read. 
Motion carried to accept· report. 
Ministers reports called for. . 
Motion carried to omit reading Mini~ters reports. 
:r..rotion carried. to have ministers report blanks fixed to 

report all ministers yearly work. 
Enrollment of Ministers, Deacons and Clerks. 

MINISTERS 
S.D. Johnson 
Jesse H. Duncan 
Grover J. Pingleton 

A. L. McGhee 
I. E. Vaughn 
C. A. Dodson 

VISITING ~fiNISTERS 
S. W. Bell, Alton, Mo. 

DEACONS 
Clifton Wright, Smyrna 
Emory Coble, Clifton 
L. A. Boze, Bailey Chapel 
Roy Hollis, Pleasant Ridge 
Willie Combs, Bethany 
Ray Simpson, Wilderness 

. .J· W. King, Walnut Grove 
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C. H. Williams, M:vrtle, Mo. 

Will Combs Cotton Creek 
Roy Martin, Garfield ..... 

M. E. Williams, Piney 
Johnnie Shaw, Dry Creek 
Roy Wiisehart, Mill Creek 

Ralph Payne, Cotton Creek 
Wallace Strain, Piney 



VISITING DEACONS 
· · Lonnie Bailey, Union Association 

Virgil Bandy, Union· Association · 
Willie Leighty, Union Association 

'CLERI\S . 
Rose Cockman, Garfield Noah U. Combs, Bethany 
f'.:reorgia Crowder, Piney Betsy Carter, Smyrna 
Dollie Combs, Cave 'Springs , Minnie Payne, Cotton Creek 
Floy Chroniste:r, Bailey Chapel Ray Simpson, Wilderness 
Nova Coble, Clifton Arlie Hays; Pleasant ~ill 

VISITING CLERI{S , c 

John N. Pryor, Clerk ~f Union Association 
Emma Pryor, Assistant Clerk of Uni~n Association 
Obituary Committee report ~ead. . ' \ 
Motion carried to re'ceive the report' with those passing 

since July 1st; 1953 to go in the. 1954 report. .This. report 
.· to be printed in Minutes.· , · · -

.. Services tur~ed to Bro. I. E. Vaughn for a service in 
memory · of the p~ssing. · of our Brothers and Sisters in. 
Christ. 

' Song, "Precious Memories." / 
House called to a moment of silent prayer. 
Scripture reading, Psalms 23 
Bro. Vaughn brought a message on the "Lot we ow'e 

. , our forefathers for erecting altars in their homes 'and 
·· · teacping Christ to. their children." 

Discu,ssiol}. of changing the time of the setting of this 
Association. 

Motion carried to place chanking of time of meeting of 
Association in hands of Business Committee ~o bring before 
Conference later in this session. . 

. · M~tion carried to table reports until Saturda·y morning 
... August 22,, 1953. 

Prayer by Bro. S. D .. Johnson. 

·FRIDAY' NIGHT 

·Opened ·by singing. 
Prayer by Bro. F. D. Johnson, 
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S'cripture Lesson, Christ Come to Save the Lost. 
In closing .an invitation was given to .the lost, and 

everyone was called together in an old fashioned handshake 
in which the Spirit of the Lord was manifest. 

SATURDAY l\IORNING 

Opening song, "I'm going that Way." 
Scripture reading, Psalms 17:1-9. 
Prayer by Bro. H. C. Crase. 
By - ~aws read by Assistant Clerk. 
Minutes of previous days work read. 
Motion carried to approve minutes. 
Committee reports called for. 
Sabbath committee report read. 
Motion carried to receive report. 
Temperance Committee report read .. 
Motion carried to receive the report. 

Motion carried to release temporary committees and 
commend them for their good work. 

Br~. Howard Bell requested conference to permit clerk 
tn add the amount of minute money to Quarterly confer-
ence letter. ' . 

Motion carried. that this request be granted. 

Motion carried that moderator appoint to fill tempor­
arv vacancy in Business committee. 

Bro. E. E. Simpson appointed. 

Motion carried that moderator appont someone to fill a 
five year term on Mission Board. • 

Rev. Keith Johnson appointed for a five year term. 
Nominations for five to make ·up Business Committee 

called for~ , 
Rev. George W. Scott, I. E. Vaughn, Clarence Dodson, , 

E E. Simpson and F. D. Johnson nominated. 
Motion carried nominations cease and we proceed to 

elect by acclimation. 
Nominations for 'ordination council called for. 
George W. Scott, Keith Johnson and Sam Johnson 

nominated. 
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Motion carried nominations cease ~nd procee~ to ~lect. 
Nominations for Obituary Committee called for. 
Floy Chronister, Inez Martin and Elizabeth Holmes 

nominated. 

Motion carried nominations cease and proceed to elect. 
Nominations for Finance Committee declared in order. 
Roscoe Mills,. RaYmond Williams, and J. W. Harding 

nominated. 

Motion 'carried nominations cease and proceed to elect. 
Divine Committee reoprts that Rev. C. A. Dodson and . 

Davie N. Combs Will .Orin.g the message at 11:00 o'clock. 
Prayer by I. E. Vaughn. 

1.:00 O'CLOCK SERVICES 
Opening song, "Must Jesus bear the Cross Alone." 
Prayer by Bro. Lyle Dodson. 
Services turned to Bro. C. A. Dodson and Bro. Davie. 

N. Combs. 

Scripture lesson, Psalms 27:7 and Leviticus, 17-11. 
A message of food to our souls, bri'ltginb out that we 

must come submissive to Gods will and be washed in the 
atoning blood of the Lamb .. 

- An old fashioned handshake. 
I 

SATURDAY EVENING 
Opening song. 
Scripture reading, St. Matthew 4:1-11 by Bro. George 

W. Scott. ' 
Motion carried for Moderator to appoint to fill vacancy 

in Ordination Council. 
Bro. Keith Johnson appointed. 
Statistical report read. 
Motion carried to ac'cept Statistical report with the 

cotTections and commend Bro. Howard Bell for his work. 
Volunteers called for delegates to State Association to 

be held witih New Harmony church at Green Top, Mo. 
Bro. nnd Sister Elba Harbison volnnteered. 
Motion carried to gve ·those who go, permission to 

place names of others from this ·body, on letters as dele~ 
gates. 
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. Volunteers called for, for delegates to Mission Associa­
tior• to be held .with Wolf Creek church at Mansfield, Mo. 

I 
Bro. and Sister George W. Scott, Bro. C. A. Dodson 

anf Bro. Sam Bell volunteered. 

Motion carried to give delegates fro~ this body to 
any other religious body, permission to add names of others 
going from this body as delegates. · 

Volunteers called for, for delegates to g~ to Union As­
sociation when 'convened with the Oa~ Grove church at 
Norwood, Mo. 

I 

Bros. S. D. Johnson, Millard Cloven, and J. W. Hard-
ing volunteered. 

Business Committee report. 

ITEM I read. 
Motion carried we adopt this item. 

ITEM II read. 
Motion carried we adopt, this resolution. 

ITEM III read. 

Motion carried we adopt this item. 

Motion carried to leave business committee as is this 
year and begin next year with Item III as read. 

Report of Orqaining council read. 

Motion carried to receive the report. 

Smyrna Church chosen as meeting place of' our annual 
association starting on Thursday before the fourth Sundsy 
in July. 

Bro. Dave Bowers reports for Bro. Rufus Atkinson 
als11 read an acknowledgement card from the Orphans home 
in Tennessee. 

Motion. carried to accept report as given. 
Motion carried that Bro. Abner Rhoades read his re­

port on Temperance. 
Motion carried to elect an Evangelist for coming year .. 
Bro. Claude Bryant elected by majority vote as As­

so'ciational Evangelist. ,, 
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Motion carried we render our heartf~lt thanks to this 
~church and community for their hospitality shown to • us 

·during this meeting . 

. Motion carried to guarantee our evangelist five dollars 
per day during revival services. 

· .· Bro. George W. Scott elected to preach Memorial ser­
mon next year. 

·. Bro. Davie N. Combs and Bro. C. A. Dodson elected to 
·preach introductory sermon at next meeting. 

Motion carried to proceed with ordizi.ations and to be 
adjourned until time and place of next meeting. · 

Closing prayer by Bro. George
1
W. Scott. 

I 

· PETITIONARY LETTER 

To. the Moderator and all delegates to the annual con­
ference of the Cave Springs Association of Freewill Bap­
tists: Greetings, and Gods richest bles~ings be upon all. 

This is to notify you that on November 2, 1952, the 
Thomasville Freewill Baptist church at Thomasville, Mo., 
was disbanded by unanimous vote. . . 

May your Association and aU churches in it continue 
to prosper and grow in spiritual grace, and love of all 
things that belong to God, is the sincere prayer of all. 

Maggie Lockhart, Clerk Thomasville, Mo. 

REPORT OF BUSINESS COl\11\llTTEE 

· ITEM I 
We, the Business Committee submit" the following re-' . . 

port in regard to giving'Bro. Sam Bell and C. H. Williams 
their Yearly Certificates. 

We feel that we cannot give them their yearly certific-
ate until they are restored to this body. 

Davie N. Combs E. E. Simpson 
E. E. Simpson / S .. D. Johnson 
H. C. ~rase. ,, 
ITEM II \ 

We;'the Business Committee beg to submit the follow­
ing resolution .. That we change the time of our yearly as-. . ' 
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"' sociation to start on Tsursday before the fourth Sunday in 
July. 

Davie N. Combs 
H. C. Crase 
E. E. Simpson 

ITEM III 

Ernest Harding 
S.D. Johnson 

We, your Committee wish to submit the following; 
That we appoint our Business Committeemen for a term of. 
one, two, three, four and five years, with one being appoint­
ed each year for a term of five years. 

Ernest Har~ing 
E. E. Simpson 
Davie N. Combs 

S.D. Johnson 
H. C. Crase 

REPORT OF ORDAINING COUNCIL 
We, the Ordaining Council have examined Leoid Case 

and fohnd him worthy to be ordained as a deacon. 
G. J. Pingleton ·E. E. Simpson 
Keith Johnson 

We; the ordaining 'council examined Bro. Ward Brewu 
concerning his calling and faith and find him worthy of 
licPnse to preach the gospel for one year. 

E. E. Simpson G. J. Pingleton 
Keith Johnson 

EVANGELISTIC REPORT 
I supplied at Bonds three months for Bro. Terry and 

tmo months at Norman for Bro. Pingleton one-half time 
each place, and part time at Dry Creek for Bro. Blanken­
ship most of the year. 

I have visited 14 of our churches. I have been in five 
revivals, a total of 62 nights of services. I received $126.31 
from the revivals, I have traveled 4439 miles and preached 
152 sermons. I received $71.07 from the Association. 

F. D. Johnson, Evangelist, 

REPORT OF PRINTING COl\11\IJTTEE 
The Printing Committee caused to be printed four 

hundred ( 400) copies of Associational minutes at a cost of 
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forty-nine dollars and ninety-eight cents ($49.98). 
N. H. Rhoades Joe Sii11k 
J. ~·King. 

LITERATURE REPORT 

We, your ·com~ittee on literature wish to make ·our 
. report. We, as your Committee think there is' no literature 

Iikl.' the Bible for all other literature is written by man, 
and our Bible is God's Holy -word and should be taught 
and read in every home, and Bible stories of Jesus should 
be taught to young children until.they can read the Bible 
for themselves. \ 

J. W. Jewell Nora Lynch 

CREDENTIAL REPORT 

We,· your Credential committee recommend that Rev. 
Sam Bell and C. H. Williams be referred to the Business 
Committee for restoration of credentials and rest of letter 

l 

be received. 
G. J. Pingleton 
J. M. Cloven 

. 
Ernest H~rding 

we; your Credential committee wish to report favor­
.· ably on Bro. Elmer Pingletop as he has joined the Bailey 

Chapel church and is working. We have not contacted Bro. 
Luther Sutton. 

J. M .. Cloven . 
G. J. Pingleton Ernest Harding 

REPORT OF DENOl\IINATION COl.UlUITTEE 

, 
We, your Committe~ on denomination present the fol-

lowing with what ·we gather from the past records and 
what we observe the denomination of Freewill Baptist is in 
normal 1condition. Have built some new buildings and re­
paireq others, but could be quite a bit more spent for the 
glory of God and His cause. Preachers, Deacons and lay 
members need to watch and pray daily that we be able to 
let our light shine that others may see our good works and 
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glorify God with us. The Lord knoweth how to deliver the 
Godly out of Temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto 
the day of judgment to be punished. Wherefore the rather, 
brethern give dili~en'ce to make your calling and election. 
sure; for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall. 1 

We, your committee request our. denomination as bro~ 
thers and sisters in Christ to join in prayer each morning 
that there may be a great ingathering. of souls in Gods 
kingdom.' 

Abner S. Rhoades George F. Reed 
Albert Holmes 

RELIGION REPORT 
We, the committee on Religion submit the following 

report. We think the church members of today should be 
more prompt and faithful in attending all religious gather­
ings. Be more powerful and live our daily life that our in­
fluence might reach out to some lost souls. 

Claudie Combs Jean Braswell 
Fay Reed 

SABBATII REPORT 
We, the committee on Sabbath read in the word of God 

that in the beginning He 'worked six days and rested the 
seventh. The seventh day was called Sabbath. We also 
read in His word that while Chriist was here o~ earth He 
was always found on the Sabbath . day, teaching in the·. 
synagogueson to a gathering of people. He left an ex­
ample for us always to rest on the Sabbath, to teach or 

.study His Word in that way we might help spread the Gos-
pel. Frances Bell . 

Florence Harding Claude Huff 

TEMPERANCE REPORT 
We ag~ee that Christians shoul~ abstain from the. use 

use and sale of intoxicating beverages. We suggest th:at 
we have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of dark-
ness, but rather reprove the~. A. L. McGhee 

J. E. Rolen Keith Johnson 
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J<""INANCE 'REPORT 

We, your committee on Finance have received the fol­
lowing amounts for local and state minutes. 

··l \ 
I' 

Lo'cal , 
Bethany 
Cliftcm , 

········:./. ......................... $ 1.70 

Dials Creek ................................. . 
Garfield ......................................... . 

1.50 
1.50 
3.00 

Pleasant Hill · ......................... ; ..... ; 2.00 
Mill Creek .................................... 5.00 
Dry Creek ............................ : ....... ; · 1.00 

· Bailey Chapel .................. , ............. 2.00 
Smyrna. ........................................ 3.00 
Cotton Creek. ................................ 2.00 

State 

.50 

1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 

.83 

Piney ............................................ 1.56 .50 
Norman ........................................ 2.30 1.15 
Walnut Grove .............................. 3.00 2.00 
Shiloh ............................................ 2.50. 
Pleasant Valley ' ............................ · 1.3i .65 

· Royal Oak .................................... 1.50 .50 
Oak Grove ................... :~,.............. 3.00 .50 
Pleasant Ridge ............................ 2.75 1.25 
Cave Spring .................................. 2.10 
Mt. Zion ................................ !....... 2.75 1.00 
Wilderness 3.50 

/ $48.97 $12.88 

Raymond Williams Roscoe Mills 

~ ... 
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TREASURES REPORT 

Balance carried forward at end of Association ....... . 

Deposits made ........................................................... . 

Checked out for Foreign Mission ............................... . 
Orphans Home ......................................................... . 
N. H. Rhoades ........................................................... . 
Marie Hyott, State Minutes ....................................... . 
Thayer News, Local Minutes ................................. : .. 
Total check out ....................................................... . 
Paid Evangelist 
Bahnce on Hand 
Due ·Evangelist-

OBITUARY COI\11\IITTEE REPORT 

$55.64 

230.75 

42.0G 
42.00 
10.00 
15.70 
49.98 

159.68 
71.07 

1.07 
113.69 

We, your committee on Obituaries submit the following 

report. Whereas it has pleased the Heavenly Father to call 

from labor to their reward since our last association the fol­

lowing brethern and sisters. They are greatly missed in 

our churches and homes. We submit our will to our Hea­
venly Father who doeth all things well. Our loss is Hea­
ven's gain. 

DECEASED 

Darcus Wilma McDonald - Libeerty 
Cora Bell Frey - Cotton Creek 
Lila Virginia Barton - Oak Gro\'e 
Margaret Bettis - Pleasant Ridge 
Ella Lee Nivess- Smyrna 
Lizzie Baker - Pleasant Ridge 
James M'cGhee - Piney 
Lem Simpson - Bailey Chapel 
John William Cypret - Cotton Creek 
James Barton - Cave Springs 
Fredrick· Tusher - Smyrna 
Lewis Breeden - Smyrna 
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I JAMES Al\IBROSE BARTON 
'""--

' . James Ambrose Barton, son of the late John and Faun-
tie Barton, was born in Oregon County July22, 1865, and 
departed this life February 14, 1953 at the age of 87 years, 
6 months and 23 days. 

. He was united in marriage to Marteely Orlean Custer 
July 31, 1884 and to this,union,ten children were born: El7 

mer Barton; Everett Barton, one infant son and his wife 
preceded him in. death. 

On April 24, 1941 he. was married to Mrs. Mollie Bar­
ton of Altori, Mo. Besides his wife he is survived by three 
so~s and two daughters, Lee Barton of Hum bolt, Kansas, 

. Clarence Barton, .of Mansfield, Mo., and Silas Barton, Allie 
Couch and Dgllie Combs of Alton, Mo., and one half-sister, 
Mary De,Priest, of Granite City, Ill. Also surviving are 4 
stepsons and five step~aughters, · 25 grandchildren, 33 great 
grandchildren and two great great grandchildren. 

He was converted and joined the Freewill Baptist 
Church, at Cave Spring of which he remained an active 
member and De~con until health prevented him .from at­
tending church. 

Services were held Monday, February 16, at 2:00 o'­
clock at the Cave Spring Church 'conducted by Rev. Davie 
Combs, assisted .by R~v. Eddie Vaughn .. Burial in the Cav~ 
Spring cemetery under the direction of the Carter Funeral 

• Home. 
Pallbearers were, Paul Barton, William Barton, Her­

bert Barton, Ma~in Barton, Carl Barton, Don Barton. 
Flow~r girls were, Mrs. Herbert Barton, Elsie V. Her­

bold, Norma Jean Barton, Wanda Sue Combs, Mrs.' Joe.L. 
Barton, Wanda Sue Barton and Mary Ann Barton, Mrs. 
Dwain S.ikes and Collean Couch. , 

; 

JOHN WILLIAl\1 CYPRET 
John William Cypret, son of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Cyp­

ret of Oregon county, Mo., was born January 18, .1863, and 
'departed thi~ life December 14, 1952 atthe age of 89 years, 
ten months and 26 days. 

-19-

\ 



He was married to Martha A. Robinson in the. year of 
our Lord, 1880. She departed this life April 4, 1929. To 
this union 3 children were born. Two preceded him in 
death, Maud Cypret and Ella Storms. 

He was -united in marriage to Mary L. Dunham June 
29, 1932, who witnessed his passing. He has been a faith­
ful companion and a loving father and was loved by all who 
knew him. 

He was converted in early lfe, became a member of the 
Freewill Baptist Church and was faithful until death. 

He leaves to mourn his passing a companion, son, 
Johnnie Cypret; two half-brothers, Pierce Cypret of Myrtle, 
and A. F. Cypret of Alton; two half-sisters Lou Lance and 
Lura Hollis both of Alton and three. step-d~ughters, Mrs. 
Nettie Wilkerson of Kansas City, Mo,; Mrs. Della Brewer 
of Thayer, Mo. and Mrs. Ozella Combs of Myrtle, Mo. 

He is also survived by 18 grandchildren, 78 great· 
grandchildren, 37 great great grandchildren and 7 step­
grandchilden and a host of relatives and friends. He will 
be miss~d by all who knew him. We feel sure that our loss 
is Heaven's gain. 

Services were held Tuesday, December 16th at 11:00 
a. m. at Cotton Creek conducted by Rev. H. C. Crase. Bur­
ial in Cotton Creek Cemetery under the direction of Carter 
Funeral Home. 

Pallbearers were: Carl Deckard, Glen Wheeled, Paul 
Bears, Alonzo Wilkerson, Herbert Cypret and Sherman 
Dunham. 

:LElU SIJ.UPSON DIES 
Lemuel Wright Simpson, son of Wright and Samantha 

(Cates) Simpson, was born October 7, 1881, in the Bailey 
Chapel community and departed this life at his hrm home 
March 14, 1953 at 7:10 a. m. being at this time 71 years, 5 

1 
months and seven days ofage. 

He was married to Meekie Hooper January 18, 1903 and 
to this union twelve children were bon~; two child en, a 
daughter, Eva, and a son Tommie, preceded him in death. 
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Surviving·are his wife, Meekie Simpson, and ten child­
ren Mrs. l\iae Huddleston, St. Louis; Cecii W. Simpson, La 
-Junta, Colo.; Mrs. Verna Crews, .St. Louis; Mrs: Marylee 
Sisco, Alton; Mrs. Helen Fitzgerald, Overland, Mo.; Ralph 
Simpson, St. Louis; Mrs. Louise Barton, St. Louis; Loyd 
E. Simpson, St .. Louis; Mrs. Lorene Dodson, Alton; Mrs. 
Do!·othy Boze, Eureka, Mo.' Two ,sisters, Mrs. Betty Turn­
er and Mrs. Virgie Butler, Alton; two half-brothers, Sol 
and Lewis, of Alto~; two half-sisters, Mrs. Ruth Florea, 
Alton; Mrs. Austn Hopper, West Plains, Mo.; 22 grand­
children, 3 great grandchildren, and a host of relatives and 

'friends to mourn his passing. 

His father and mother, five sisters, and three brothers 
preceded him in death. They were, Rosa Simpson, Mrs. 
Nancy Bailey, Mrs. R. D. Ollar, Mrs. Esther Burkhead, 
Mrs. S:11ly Brawley, S. M. (Bud)' Simpson, Tom Simpson; 
and one half brother, William Isaac Simpson.• 

As a boy he grew to manhood. in the Bailey Chapel 
·community where he married and engaged in farming. 

In 1903, the family moved to Alton, Mo., where he be­
came a US mail carried (for several years) between Alton 
and Thayer. Later he operated a Livery barn .and Black­
smith shop in Alton1 

In 1915,, the family moved to La Junta, Colo., where 
Lem, as he was ,known to his many friends, obtained a posi­
ton as A. T .. and S. F .. Store Department Crane operator. 
He continued in this work for fifteen years. 

In 1930, the family moved back to Oregon county, and 
it was ~t his farm home, two miles north of Bailey Chapel, 
that he suffered a stroke about noon Thursday, March 12, 
as he sat reading his Bible. As his condition was critical 
thE' children were summoned and all were at his bedside 
when the end came. All was done for him· that medical 
scimce and loving hands could do. 

He made his confession to Christ, in early m;mhood, 
and affiliated himself with the Freewill Baptist church at 
Bailey Chapel, 'when it was organized in 1938, remaining a 
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faithful member until God 'called him home. 
The world is brighter for his having been a part of it 

for so many years, and we who knew him look forward to' 
meeting him again in that place where all tears shall be 
wiped aw~y and there will be no heartache, pain, or death. 

Rev. Elmer Hodges, a life long friend of the deceased,­
conducted the funeral services (by previous request of the 
deceased) assisted by Rev. C. A. Dodson at Bailey Church. 

He was laid to rest in the Bailey Cemetery,' Monday; 
March 16, at 2:00p.m., in the presence of a large crowd of 
relatives and friends. 

Burial was·- made under the direction of the Carter 
Funeral home of Thayer. 

Pallbearers were. nephews of the deceased, Robert Key, 
James Wiggs, Oglesby Simpson, Warren 'Simpson; Daniel 
Max Simpson and Charley Nicholas. 

JAl\lES l.UARION l\lcGIIEE 
Rev. James Marion, son of Elige and Nancy McGhee, 

was bornin Oregon county near Jobe, June 1, 1872 and de­
.parted ~his life February ,9, 1953 at the age of 80 years, 8 
months and 8 days at his home near Myrtle. 

He was united n marriage to Mary Combs November · 
22, 1889 and to this union six children were born. His wife 
pre'ceded him in death. 

He leaves to mourn his departure one daughter, Etta 
Rodgers of Poc~hontas, Ark., two sons, Wess and Allie Me- . 
Ghee of Myrtle,· Mo., .and one brother, Bill McGhee of Myr­
tle, Mo. He leaves 22 grandchildren, 50 great· grandchild­
ren and one great grandchild and a host of relatives and ' 
friends. ' 

He was converted and baptised at the age of 18 years 
and united with the Freewill Baptist church at Piney,· 
where he was a member at the time of his death. Some 19 
or 20 years later, he · began preaching the Gospel of his 
Lord and Savior. About this time he lost his eyesight, yet 
it did not weaken his faith in theLord. His wife took him 
many miles in a buggy pver Oregon Coun~y and the north 
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ern part of Arkansas to preach the Gospel. We feel our 
loss is Heaven's gain. 

' 
Services were held Thursday, February 10, at 2:00 p. 

m. at Cotton Creek conducted by Rev. Jesse Dunkin and 
Rev. Davie Combs. Burial in the Cotton Creek cemetery 
under the direction of the Carter Funeral Home. 

·Pallbearers were, Ralph McGhee, Cai-1 McGhee, Gene 
McGhee, Rathell McGhee, Jim McGhee and Noah Rogers. 

ELLA LEE NIVENS 
Ella Lee Nivens was born September 4, 1880 near Al­

ton, Mo., .and died November 11, 1952 at her home at the 
age of 72 years, 2 months and 7 days. 

She was converted and joined the Macedonia Mission­
ary Baptist Church at a very early age. Later she joined 
the Symrna Freewill Baptist church, where she lived ·a 
consistent Christian life until her departure. 

She was united in marriage to Arthur Nivens February 
10, 1904, and to this union were born three children. Bess­
ie Helen Nivens preceded her in death. Mrs. Clarence 
Watson of St. Louis, and Mrs. Alfred Harding of Alton 
both survive. Also surviving are her husband, two-grand­
children, one great grandchild, one brother, Elmer Hodges 
of Alton, Mo., three sisters, Mrs. J. H. McKinney, Royalty, 
Texa.s; Mrs. Irvin McKinney, Liberty, Mo., and Mrs. Etta 
Jackson, Alton, Mo. 

Two sisters, Effie Hodges and Mrs. Lee Jackson pre­
ceded her in death, and also one brother who died in in­
fancy. 

She lived near Alton her entire life and will be sadly 
· missed by all those who knew her. 

Funeral services were held at the Hi'ckory Grove Pres­
b'Yterian church Thursday afternoon, November 13, with 
Rev. E. E. s'impson and Rev. C. A. Dodson officiating. Bur­
ial was in the Hickory Grove Cemetery under the direction · 
of Carter Funeral Home. 

- Pallbearers were, J. E. Anderson, Loyd Millsap, Clar­
ence Huddl~ston, Robert Carter, Mason Watson and Harold 

··.,jl 

Key. 
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DORCUS WILl\JA JUcDONALD 

Dorcus Wilma McDonald, daughter of Pruda and the 
late Marion Wilson Patterson was born May 30, in the year' 
of our Lord 1910, in Oregon Comity, Mo., and departed this 
lif0 August 22, 1952 at the age of 42 years 2 months and 
23 days. She WB;S conveited and joined the Freewill Bap~ 
tist Church in 1926 at the·age of 17 years. She has been a 
regular attendant and fathful .worker for our Lord. 

She was united in marriage November 19, 1941 to J.D. 
McDo.nald. Surviving her are her husband, J. D. McDonald 
one son and two daughters, Melba Pender of the home, Sue 
Fagan of Gatewood, Missouri and Joe McDonald of the 
ho~~. her mother, Pruda Patterson of Gatewood, Mo., four 
brothers, Roy Patterson ·and Lois Patterson of Gatewood, 
Mo., Marie Patterson of Hornerville, Missouri ,and Law­
rence Patterson of Doniphan, Missouri, and a host of fri­
ends and reelatives. 

Preceeding her in death is an· infant daughter, Sammy 
Lane Pender, her father, M. W. Patterson.' . . , 

She. will .be sadly missed by everyon~ who knew her. 
Our loss is heavens gain. 

Brother Hovey William officiated and funerill arrange­
ment were under the direction of. the McNabb Funeral 
Home of Pocahontas, Arkansas. 

I 

Pallbearers: Carter Patterson, Hulan Patterson, Bud 
I 

Miller, Howard Crook, G. C. Ferniman and Page ]lack-
worth. 

LIZZIE COUNSINS BAiiER 
lizzie Cousins Baker, daughter of William and 

Catherine Cousins, was born December 2, 1866, near Thay·­
- er, Mo., and departed this life January 12, 1953, in a Mem­

phis, Tenn. hospital at the age of 86 years, 1 month an'd 10 
days. 

She was married to Earnest Baker and lived in Oregon 
County inost of her life, going to Memphis about six years , 
ago. 

1 
She is survived. by·one foster son, James A. Baker of 
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Memphis, Tenn., two brc:>thers, George Cousins of Alton and 
Charljls Cousins of Thayer; one sister Martha Ann Hollis 
of Alton, and several nephews ansi nieces. Her husband 
preceded her in death August 14, 1945; also one sister, 
Sarah Hollis and two brothers, Daniel and. Hiram Cousins 
preceded her in death. 

She was converted and united with the Freewill Bap­
tist Church of Pleasant Ridge where she remained a mem­
ber until her death. 

Funeral services were held at Cave Spring Wednesday, 
_January 14, by Rev. Elza Simpson and Finis Jol;mson under 
· the direction of Carter Funeral Home of Thayer. 

Pallbearers were ~er nephews, Ray and Don Hollis, . 
Edgar and Osro Hooper, Woodrow Hooper and Atril Cou­
sins. 

FREDRIC!{ R. TUSIIER 

Fredrick R. Tusher was 
1
born in Piedmont, Mo., April 

20, 1878 and died at his home in Alton, Mo., Thursday, at 
, . h 11 :00 a. m., June 18, 1953, at the age of 75 years, 1 mont 

and 28 days. 
He was married to Hattie Kenworthy. To this union 

nine children were born. She pr~ceded him in death April 
16, 1926 and on December 27, 1928 he was married to Mrs. 
Emma Warren. Two sons preceded him in death. Claud 
G., died Seeptember 8, 1911 and Uel died on January 26, 
1931. 

He was converted and baptized in 1938 and joined the 
Smyrna Freewill Baptist Church. He lived a devoted 
'christian until death. 

He lived his entire life in Oregon county and for many 
years lived on a farm on Spring Creek and also on a farm 
in the Smyrna community before moving to Alton, Mo., in 
1943. 

He had been iz: poor health for the past year with a 
heart ailment. He bore his suffering with patience, never 
complaining. 

Besides his wife he is survived by four sons, Clyde of 
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Klamath Falls, Oregon; Howard and Wayne of Granite, Ill.; 
Frank of Kansas City, Mo. Three daughters, Mrs. Beulah 
Deckard of Ferguson, Mo.; Mrs. Golda Chestnut of'Granite 
City, Ill.; Mrs. Pearl Sifford of Kansas City, Mo. Four step 
sons, Harley Warren of Denver, Colo.; Raymond Warren 
of Rover, Mo.; Cecil Warren of Charleston, Mo.; Loyd War­
ren of St. Louis, Mo. One step-daughter, Mrs. Madge Pur­
keypile, of Portland, Oregon. Two brothers, Ed of Port­
land, Oregon; F,rank of Klamath Falls, Oregon; five grand 
children, Joseph Flpyd Deckard, Gulfport, Miss.; Mrs. Ber~ 
tha Mae Barton and Sherman Tusher of St. Louis; Earl 
Chesnut of Granite City, -Ill. and Barba~a Ann Sifford of 
Kansas City, Mo. Also three great grandchildren .. 

:Funeral services were conducted Saturday afternoon, 
2:30 p. m. at the Hickory Grove Church with Rev. E. E. 
Simpson and Rev. R. C. Pickney both of Alton. Pallbearers 
were three grandsons, Joseph Floyd Deckard, Earl Chesnut 
and Sherman· Tusher· ·and three step-sons: Raymond War­
ren and Loyd Warren. 

Burial in Hickory Grove cemetery under the direction 
of Clary Funeral Home of Alton. All relatives attended 
the funeral ex'cept his two brothers, three great grand­
children and the step-daughter. 

CORA BELL FREY 
Cora Bell Frey, daughter of Tom and Mary Ann Reed, 

wa,: born at Myrtle, Mo., Sept. 22, 1890 and passed away at 
her lwme in Myrtle, Mo. April 23, 1953. Age 62 years, 7 
months and one day. 

In 1910 she was united in marriage to Cheesley Brewer 
who precede~ her in death about 1920. To this union five 
children were born. 

In December, 1921, she was married to Wiley Frey who 
survies her besides her husband she is survived by three 
son, Ralph Brewer, Myrtle, Mo.; Kenneth Brewer, Poc,ahon­
tas, Ark.; Raymond Brewer, somewhere in Michigan. Two 
daughter, Mrs. Vida Fletcher, Gatewood, Mo.; Mrs. Vala 
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Dunkin, Hematite, .Mo. One brother, Wm. Reed, Fontana, 
Calfornia. · Five half ,brothers, Everett Reed, Thayer, Mo.; 
Wude Reed, St. Louis, Mo.; Geo. Reed, Pocahontas, Ark.; 
Homer Reed, St. Louis, Mo. One half sister, Mrs. Nola 
Vaughn, , Terryville, Calif. One uncle, Andrew Looney, 

· Okla. City, Okla. One aunt, Mrs. Leah McDonald, Albion, 
Mich. Several cousins and a host of ·friends. 

In young womanhood she eas converted and joined the 
Cotton. Creek Free-Will Baptist Church of which she re­
maineed a faithful member until death. 

Her. illness was long and painful, but she bore it with 
such patience and sweeetness she wo~ the .hearts of all who 
attended her. 

She was a good wife, mother and friend. Earth has 
lost a precious·one, but Earth's loss is Heavens gain. 

Funeral services were held at 10 o''clock Sunday morn­
ing, April 26, 1953 at Cotton Creek Church, with the Rev. 
Eddie Vaughn and'Rev. Wm. Hill, officiating. She was laid 
to rest in the Cotton Creek Cemetery; under the direction 
of the McNabb Funeral Home of.Pocahontas, Ark. \. 

The Pallbearers were AI McGhee, Ralph Payne, Marvin 
Cockman, Charley Williams, Albert Wilkerson and Manuel 
Dunkin .. 

1\IRS. W. C. BARTON 
Mary Lila Virginia Standley Barton, daughter of the 

·late Milo and Carline Standley, was born June 28, 1898, 
near Couch, Mo. and passed away after a ·lingering illness 
in a Springfield, Mo. hospital September 19, 1952. 

She was married to W. C. Barton August 18, 1916. To 
this union 7 children were born. One daughter died in in­
fancy. 

She was converted at the age of 16 in the Freewill 
Baptist Church in Oregon County. 

She was a very devoted wife and mother ,and will be 
mii:!sed by her family and friends. 

Mrs. Barton with her husband moved to Mansfield in 
1932 and have operated a cafe for the past 20 years. Her 
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frieendly disposition made her many :friends. · ' 
. I . ·. . 

· . Mrs. Barton is survived by her husband, W. C. Barton; 
3 sons, Eucla and Shelby Barton of St. Louis, Mo.; Hubert 
of Mtn; Grove, Mo.; 3 daughters, ·Mrs. Curtis Manis of the 
home, Mrs. Dwain Sikes of Seymor, Mo.; M~. Verness 
Shull of Detroit, Mich.; 4 brothers,' Richard and Howard 

. Standley of Gray, Ind.; Robert Standley of Des Moines, Ia.; 
1 sister, Bertha Gertrude Jones of Des Moines, • Ia.; 1 half 
sister, Mrs. Fa tie Gro~m's of Couch, .Mo.; 2 half brothers,'. 
George Standley of'Califoniia and John Standley of West 
Plains, ·Mo.; ·and 11 grandchildren. . 

Funeral ~ervices were conducted at First Baptist 
Church in Mansfield at 1:30 p. m. Sunday, September 21 
by the Rev. Jordon Bogart. Burial in Greenlawn cemetery 
und~r the direction of Kelly-Ferrel-Bergman Funeral ~orne 
of Mansfield, Missouri. 

,JAlUES LEWIS BREEDEN 

James Lewis Breeden, born July 25, 1881, and depart­
ed this .life June 19, 1953 at. 3 :30 p. m. at his home 3% 
miles north of Alton in t?e. Smyrna Community, at the age 
of 71 years, 10 months and 25 days. 

He has been in failing. health ·. for several years but 
had been critically ill since May 7, 1953. 

He was converted at the age of 5·6· years and un~ted with 
the Freewill Baptist Church of Smrna near Alton, Mo. He 
lived a faithful Christian life and always enjoyed his neigh- ' 
bars and friends.. He loved his family and was. always 
wanting his children ar~und him. 

He Jeaves to mourn his passing his. loving wife, ~ 
children: Robert and Charlie of St. Louis, Mo,; Lewis of· 
near Rover, Mo.; Lois of Alton and Hettie and Zettie who 
livr nea'r his home. ·Two girls, Nettie ·at the age of 19 
years, and Ruby at the age of 38 yeears preceded him in .· 
de9th. He also leaves. 23 grandchildren, 6 great grand- . 
children and a host of other relatives and friends. 

Services were held Monday, ' June 22nd, at 2 :oo· at 
Smyrna, conducted by Rev. -Finis Johnson-,and Rev. Elza 
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Simpson. Burial in Smyrna Cemetery under the direction 
of the Carter Funeral Home. 

Grandsons served as pallbearers:· Calvin Breeden, 
Charles Breeden, Charles,· Genther, Charles Quick, Kenneth 
Turnbough, Earl Miller. 

lUARGARET NANCE 

Margaret Nance, daughter of Jo Ann and William 
/ Nan'ce, was born in Oregon County near Aiton, Mo., April 

8, 1896 and depart~d this life August 27, 1952 at the age of 
56 years. She was married to Joe Bettis in May 1913. To 
this union 10 children were ,born, one having preceded her 
in death several years ago. 

Those surviving are her husband, Joe Bettis, six sons, 
Clarence and Don of Madison, Illinois, Howard of ~asco, 
Washington, Arthur· and Ted of Alton, Missouri, and 
Clifford of the home, three daughters, Pauline Johnson, 
ida Turner and Opal Johnson 'an of Aiton, Missouri. 
Twenty-six grandchildren. She is also survived by 2 bro­
thers, Will and Charlie Nance of Tulsa, Okla., 2 half br?­
thers, Perry Nance of Washington and Epter· Nance of 
Leper, Mo.; one ·half siister, Emma Hufstedler of Alton; 
Mo. and 1 many other relatives and friends who will sadly 
miss her presence. 

She was converted several years ago and united with 
the Freewill Baptist Church at Antioh. She was a loving, 
kind and patient wife, mother and sister, a kind helpful 
neighbor and friend to all those who knew her. 

Services were held Sunday, August 31st, at 2:00 p. m. 
at Bailey Chapel with Rev. C. N. Johnson officiating. 

Interment in Baily Cemetery under the dirction of 
Carter Funeral Home. 

Pallbearers: Lloyd Wilburn, Floyd Wilburn, Bill Vance 
Jess Hopper, Dorrs Dunigan and Doyle Hollis. 
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. STANDING COl\DllTTEES 

MISSION BOARD Term \Expires 
J. E. Rolen ........................................ 1954· 

Clifton Wright .............. :..................... 1955 
· Rufus Atkinson .................................. 1956 

Ernest Harding .................................. 1957 
Keith Johnson .......................... : ......... 1958 

BUSINESS COMMITTEE 
George W. Scott , E. E. Simpson Clarence Dodson 

I. E. Vaughn· · F. D. Johnson 

ORDAINING COUNCIL 
George W. Scott Keith Johnson ' Sam Johnson 

OBITUARY COMMITTEE 
Floy Chronister ' Inez Martin Elizabeth Holmes 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Roscoe Mills Raymond Williams J. W.· Harding 

PRINTING . COMMITTEE 
J. W. King N. H. Rhoades June King 

D. J. Bowers J. M. Cloven 

TEMPERANCE COMMITTEE · 
Grover Pingleton Roy Martin . I. E. Vaughn 

Nolan Johnson Howard Bell 

VCREDENTIAL COMMITTEE 
Sam Johnson Millard Cloven Ernest Harding . 

DOCTRINE COMMITTEE . 
S. D. Johnson Homer Johnson J. M. Cloven 

Ele'cted in 1949 
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IN MEl\lORY 

Of the Ministers' of the Cave Spring Association of Freewill! 
Baptist, who have. given their lives for His Cause, 

and gone on to receive their Reward. 
Rev. J. A. Jones· -
Rev. A; H. Peace 

i • Rev. E. R. Whitman 
-Rev. W. W. Pierce 
Rev. Thomas Bennett 
Rev. Daniel R. Johnson 
Rev. G. W. Putman 

I Rev. S. 0. Buckley 
Rev. David Johnson 

· l Rev. W. C. Nor:man 
Rev. John Combs 
Reev. Milo Stanley 
Revv. W. M. ~ohnson 
Rev. J. E. Pentecost . 
Rev. J. R. W. Harbison 
Rev. T. J. Dunkin 
Rev. W., P. Stogsdill 
Rev. Nathan Combs 
Revv. James McGhee 

SIDLOH CHURCH 
Organized Oct<~ber 19, 1930, by Rev. W. P. Stogsdill 

and Rev. Billie Rogers. It was organized with 14 members. 
C. H. Crews, and Lee Clark as deacons. Elizabeth Holmes • 
church clerk. 

PINEY CIIURCII 
Organized in 1885, by Rev. J. A. Jones, members un­

known. 

LIBERTY CIIURCII 
Organized ~eptember 21, 1921, with 9 members, by 

Organized September 25, 1921, with 9 members, by 
Rev. J. R. W. Harbison, R~v. John Combs, Rev. James Mc­
Gehee and Rev. G. H. Miller. 
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BETHANY CHURCH 
Organized January. 20, 1902; by Rev. H. C. Crase, Rev. 

T. J. Dunkin and Rev: N. Combs. Organized with 7 mem-
brs: T~ U. Cockman and Will Williams as 'cieacons. . 

WALNUT GROVE CHURCH 
Organized in '1889 by Rev. H. C. Crase and 'Rev. E.' R . 

. Evans, with 7 members. 

COTTON CREEl{ CHURCH 
Organized August 6, 1893, by Rev. J. H. Herlson and 

Rev. N. Combs, with 13 members.· T. J.Dunkin and G. W .. , 
Robertson wire ·elected as dmicons. 

ROYAL. OAI{ CIIURO~ 
Organied on the first Sunday n October, 1930, by Rev. 

R C. Crase and Elmer Hodges, .~ssisted by Dea9on J.P. 
McCullough, with23 members.· . . . . 

NORl\IAN CHURCH. 
Organied October 23, 19i4, by Rev. w~.P. ·st~gsdill and 

supposedly Rev. w. C. Normap,' ~ith 18 m:e~ber~; D: M. 
Crews al}d G. W. Moore as· deacons. · ~ 

.. 
PLEASANT IfiLL -CIIURCIL . 

Organized October 6, 1918, by Ree'V. E.:J. Vaughn and • 
I . • . 

Rev. H. C. Crase, with 17 :,nembers. 

PLEASANT RlDGE CHlmCH . ·. 
Organized May 28, 1933 oy Re~v. E. E. Simpson,· Nath 

Combs, W. M. Johnson and Elmer Hodges with ·13 members. 
' . . . I 

. CAVE · SPRING CHURCH ' . 
. -Organized. July. 12, 1879, with .24 members, by Rev. 

D!l.vid Johnson, Rev. J. A. Jones and Rev. S. J. Tho.rnberg. 
Sl\IYRNA CHURCH -

Organizeed in November, 1882, by Rev. David Johnson 
ana Rev. J. A. Jones, with 13 members. · 

OAI{ GROVE CHURCH 
No information available. 

BAILEY CHAPEL. CHURCH· 
Organized August 28, 1938, by Rev. E. E., Simpson, 

Reev. C. A. Dodson and Rev. Elmer Hodges, with 55 mem-. 
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hers and John Nicholas, W. M. Hudleston and Elgin Will­
iams as deacons. 

lUILL CREER CHURCH 
· Organized in October, 1903; Levi Taylor and Henry 

Wisehart were elected deacons. 

1'\IT. ZION CHURCH· 
Organized July 30, 1939, by Rev. J. E. Rolen, B. H . 

. Woodringand Rev. J. E. S. Pentecost. Organized with 14 
membrs. Dave Bowers and C. A. Harrison· as deacons. 

PLEASANT VALLEY CIIDRCII 
Organized in June 1940, by Rev. B. H. Woodring, J. E. 

Rolen and E. E. Simpson. Organized wth 8 members, and 
Robert Worel and Walter Barnett as dea'cons. 

WILDERNESS CHURCH 
Organized August 2, 1940, by Rev. Clarence Dodson, 

S. W. Bell and Deacon 9lgin Williams; organized with 22 · 
members and Mack Simpson, Hosea Simpson and Other 
Neal as deacons. 

GARFIELD CHURCH 
Organized August 17, 1942, by Rev. Harry H. Beatty, 

Billie Rogers, and Fred ·Dodson; organized with 22 mem­
bers and Edd.Rogers and Noah Hollis as deacons. 

DILES CREEl{ CHURCH 
Organized August 141 1927, by J. H. McGehee and Bill­

ie Rogers, with seven members. J. A. Evans and S. P. 
Scott were elected as Deacons. This Church later dropped 
out of the Conference and was reinstated August 9, 1947 
by Harry H. Beatty and Davie· N. Combs assisted by Dea­
cons R. L. Campbell and Rufus Evans. Wilbur Jenkins and 
Millard Ehrhardt were elected Deacons at· this time. 

DRY CREEii CHURCH 
Organized Sept. 10, 1950, by Virgil Blankenship, F. D. 

Johnson, J. M. Cloven, E. E. Simpson, S. D. Johnson 1 and 
Cleo Barton. There· were thirteen members and L. A. Rob­
erts elected as Deacon, and Roxie Sisk as church clerk. 

CLIFTON CHURCH 
Organized June 23, 1949, by Billie Rogers, F. D. John-
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sov. and E. E. Simpson. There were '15 members and Billie 
Rogers was elected Pastor, Nova Coble, Church clerk, Bil­
'ue Joe Lovelace, Treasurer; Elmer Coble, deacon. One 
month later Paul Caldwell was- elected and ordained as a 
Deacon. 

PETITIONA,RY LETI'ER FOR~I \ 
We, the council of Ordained Ministers, ........................... . 

............ organized ···'~·-························-~·-········· t!hurch, county 
of ························································:········ State of ................ ; 
number of members, ........................ ;· by choice of· the body 
...... .................................................................... were selected as 
deacons; church clerk ........... : .................. ~ ................... ; on the 
........... day of ................................................ 19 ..... . 

We therefore petition the Conference to accept our 

ch_urch into your body as a member of ···································' 
........................................... ~..... Conference or Association. 

Council ..........................................•.......... ~ .... 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
1. Singing, Scripture reading and prayer. 
2. The appointment of a Divine Committee. 
3. The By-Laws .to be· read. ' 
4. Letters from th~ chu~ches called for. 
5. Quarterly meeting letter 'called ·.for. r, 

6. Petitionary Letters. 
7. 
8. 

Letters. from Corresponding Messengers. 1 · 
Visiting Brothers and Sisters invited as Ad':isory me::i1-. 
hers. 

9. Adjournment with prayer. 
10. Eleven O'clock hour. 
11. Open with Singing, Scripture and prayer. 
12. Corresponding messengers. 
13. Election of Officers. 
14. The appointment of Temporary Committee. 
15. Enrollment of Ministers, Deacons and Clerks. 
16. MisceJianeous 1Business. 
17. Report of Divine Committee. 
18. A Devotional Service and adjournment with prayer. 
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FRIDAY MORNING - 9:00 a. m. 

19. Singing, Scripture, Reading and prayer. 

20. Reading of By-Laws. 

21. . Reading of the Miniutes of previous day's work. 

22. Call for letters from churches, read and 'received. 

23. Petitionary Letters asked for. 

24. Corr~sponding Messengers, 

25. Visiting Brothers invited to seats as advisory members 

26. Report of Divine Committee for Eleven Oclock service. 
27. Reports of delegates that have attended other Associa-

tions. 
28. Vacancies in Committee filled. 
29. Adjournment with prayer. 
30. Eleven O'clo'ck service. 
31. Open with singing, scripture, reading and prayer. 
32. · The report of the Evangelist. 
33, The Minister's Reports. 
34. The Treasurer's Report. 
35. The Enrollment of Ministers, Deacons and Clerlis. 
36. The report of the Obituary Committee . 

. 37. Memorial Service, 
38. New Business. 
39. Reports of other committees. 
40. Adjournment with prayer. 
41. Evening Service. 

42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
4R. 

49. 
50. 
51. 
52. 

SATURDAY MORNING 
Opened with Singing, Scripture reading and prayer. 
Reading of the By-Laws. 
R~ading of the previous minutes. 
Reports of other Committees that have not reported. 
Releasing of ~II Temporary Committees. 
The appointment of all standing committees. 
Report of Statistician. ' 
Election of Delegates to other Associations. 
Adjournment with prayer. 
Eleven O'clock Service. 
Opening with Singing, Scripture and prayer. ' 
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53 Business suggested by Letters. 
52. Ordaini~g. Counsel proceeds with their work. 
55. The·setting of place for the next meeting. 
56. Other things that may come before-the body. 
54. A vote of heartfelt thanks to th~ chur'ch and commun­

ity for their kindness to the Associaton meeting. 
58. Adjournment. ' · 

BY·· LAWS 
, ARTICLE 1--Eact session of this conference shall • be . 
called to· order. by. the standing clerk when, presen-t, and in· 
his absence by the membe~·h~v.ing,seniority in yearlj.·· 

.ARTICLE 2-Each se~sion and adjourned se.ssion of,the· 
cor,ference shall be opened and closed ·with' prayer. · 

ARTICLE 3-Ten .members shall h~ ~equired to consti­
tut<> a qu~rum to transact any b~siness of this 'conference ... 
But any less number may adjo-urn from time to:time.' 

ARTICLE 2-This Confere~ce sh~u!elect or·:· (cause to 
be appointed) a standing ·committee composed df three <3, ·· 

, . , - ·. .: . ~. .. . . : ~ . .. . I . . 

members. Their duty shall be ·to examine; 'pass ·upon or .• · 
recomeinnd suitable action to. the Conference, on .all Cre-;. 
dentials referred to them by the Conference or by t':lie Busi~ ... 
ness committee of the conferenic~: . ' .. · . - . . . • . 

ARTICLE 1-At each session of this conference stand~:: · '· 
ing co'mmittees shall be appoi-nted on each . subject as the· •· 
following: "P,rinting", ''Ministry", "Missions",_ -~~Business'~, 
"Obituary", "Ordainin-g", and "Finance". All petitions. ari~ 
committees 6~ particular subjects shall be referred 'to ap-· 
propliate committees. Special 'committees may·be appohit-
ed at the pleasure of the conference. 

ARTICLE 6-This conference may hold correspondence 
by messenger or_ otherwise with religious bodies as it may 
deem advisable. 

ARTICLE 7-This conference may sit with open doors 
except when it may go into committee of the whole. 

ARTICLE 8-Any person not a member of this confer· 
ence may be allowed to take part in· its discussions by ob­
taining permission of the conference. · 
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ARTICLE 9-It shall be the duty of the standing clerk 
to furnish each session of the 'conference with a .book or re­
cords containing the proceedings of the previous session. 

ARTICLE 10-The conference may . determin~ the time 
when its daily sessions shall commence and close. 

ARTICLE 11-It shall be the duty of the members of 
this conference to/ be present at the tme appointed for each 
daily session and anyone wishing to ·retire' shall first obtain 
leave of the moderator. 

ARTICLE 12-No member shall absent himself from 
conference during the sessions without first obtaining per­
mi:::sion from the conference. 

ARTICLE 13-Every member wishing to speak in con­
ference shall first address the moderator. 

ARTICLE 14-No person shall be allowed to speak more 
than ten mnutes at any one time nor more thantwice on 
any subje'ct without leave of the conference. 

ARTICLE 11-No debates shall be allowed on any mo­
tiop. except the, same bJ submitted in writing and. seconded 
by a member of the conference. 

ARTICLE 16-No person shall be allowed to nominate 
more than one member of any committee provided the bro­
ther nominated be elected. 

ARTICLE 17-The yeas and nays may be taken on any 
question before the conference .by request of one-fifth of 
the members present. 

ARTICLE .18-The constitution and by-laws of this con­
ference shall be read at each session near its commence­
mer..t. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 
THE BIBLE--The Scriptures· of the Old and New Testa­

ment were given by the inspiration of God and are our in­
fallible rule of faith and practice. 

GQD.:__There is one living and true God revealed in na­
ture as the Creator, preservor and Righteous Governor of 
the Universe; and in Scripture as Father, Sori and Holy 
Ghost, as one God infinitely wise and good whom all intelli-
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ger.t creatures are supremely to love, adore and obey. 
CHRIST-Christ in God manifest in the flesh, in His .div­

ine nature truly God, in His human nature truly man. The 
mediator between God and man, on'ce crucified He is now 
risen and glorified and is our ever present Saviour and 
Lord. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT-The Scripture~ assign the Holy 
Spirit all the attributes. of God. · 

THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD-God exercises a wise 
an.:l benevolent providence over all beings and all things 
by maintaining the Constitution and laws of nature. He 
also performs special acts of grace, not otherwise provided 
for, as the highest welfare of man requires. 

THE SINFULNESS OF MAN - Man was created inno­
cent but by his disobedience, fell into a state of sin and .con­
demnation. His posterity, therefore, inherited a failed na­
ture of such tendencies that all who come to years of ac­
countability sin, and become guilty before God. 

'IHE WORK OF CHRIST__:The Son of God, by His in­
carnation, life, sufferings, death and resurrection effected 
for all ·a redemption from sin that is full and free and is 

\ 

the ground of salvation. 

THE TERMS OF SALVATION-The 'condtions of salva­
tion are: 1. Repentance or sincere sorrow for sin and 
hearty reunciation of it. 2. Faith, or the unreserved com­
mital to one's self to Christ as Savior and Lord, with pur­
pose to love and obey him in all things. In the exercise of 
saving faith the soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit, freed 
from the dominion of sin and. becomes a child of God. 3 
Continuance in faith and obedience until death. 

ELECTION-God determined from the beginning to save 
all who should comply with the conditions· of salvation. 
Hence by faith in Christ men become His elect. 

FREEDOM OF WILL-The human will is free and self­
controlled, having power to yield to the influence of the 
truth and the Spirit to live, or to, resist them and perish. 

SALVATION FREE-God desires the salvation of all, 
the Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and 

-38-



whomsoever will may come and take of the water of Life 
freely. 

PERSERV ANCE-All believers in Chr~st, who through 
grace, preserve in holiness to the end of life, have promise 
of eternal salvation. · 

GOSPEL ORDINANCES 
BAPTISM, or the immersion of believers in water, and 

the LORD'S SUPPER, are ordinances to be perpetuated 
under the Gospel, FEET WASHING, an ordinan'ce teaching 
humility, of universal obligation, and to be administered to 

I 

all true believers. 

THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH-The divine law requires 
that one day in seven be set aside from secular employ. 
ments and amusements, for rest worship, holy works, and 
activities, and for personal communication with God. 

WAR-War destroys the lives of the innocent, and is 
contrary to the New Testament, therefore, we are opposed 
to war. 

RESURRECTION, JUDGMENT, and FINAL RETRIBU­
TION-The Scriptures teach the resurrection of all men at 
the last day. They that done good will come forth to the 
resurrection of life, and they that have done evil unto the 
resurrection of damnation; then the wicked shall "go away 
into eternal punishment, but righteous eternal life." 

FREEWILL BAPTIST CHURCH COVENANT 
Having given ourselves to God by faith in Christ, ·and 

adapted the Word of God as our rule of faith and practice, 
we now give ourselves to one another by the will of God in 
thh~ solemn covenant. We promise by His grace to love 
and obey Him in all things to avoid the appearance of evil, 
to abstain from all sinful amusements and unholy 'conform­
ity to the world; from all sanction of the use and sale of in­
toxicating beverages, and to "provide things honest in the 
sight of all men." 

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in re­
ference to the study of the Scriptures, secret prayer, family 
devotiohs and social worship; and by self-denial, faith and 
good works endeavor to "grow in grace and the knowledge 
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of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ;" 

We will not forsake the.· assemblling of our;selves .to­
gether for church conferences, public worship, and the .ob­
servances . of the ordinanceS' of the Gospel,· nor fail to pay 
according to our ability for the support of the church, of its 
poor, and all its benevolent work. 

We agree to a'ccept Christian admonition and reproof 
with meekness, and to watch over one another in love ~n­
deavoring to "keep the unity of the Spirit," in the bonds of 
peace, to be careful of one another's happiness and reputa­
tior., and seek to strengthen the weak; encourage~ the af-' 
flic':ed, admonish the erring, as far as we \are able, promote 
tlie success of the Church and of the Gospel. 

We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred and 
Christian obligations and enterprises supreme; counting it 
our chief business in life to extend th'e influence of Christ in 
society; constantly praying ·and toiling that the Kingdom 
of God may come, and His wilr be done on earth as it is in 
Heaven. 

To "this end we ag~ee to labor for the promotion of 
educational and denominational enterprises, the support of 
missions, the success of Sunday Schools, and evangelistic 
efforts for the salvation of the wo~ld. And mayth~ God o~ 
Peace sanctify us wholly and preserve us blameless unto 
the coming of our Lord Jesus C.l;lrist. ·. 

. I 
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Mini~ters' Yearly Report 

Ftms D. Johnson _____ .... J125J3,760J .... J 2J 4J$234.92J14Ja1IJ 2J 4 
I. E. Vaughn --------------- 2J 20J1,500J .... J .... J 3J 194.57110JallJ .... J 4 
S. D. Johnson -----------· 2J 8J--------1----1----1 41 417.831 2J44J .... J .... 
Earnest Harding....... 21 18J4,217J 21 3J 8J 384.0'6115\alli .. --1----
A. L. McGhee ................. J 361 300J 2J .... j15J 33.40I10136J .. --I----
Jesse H. Dunkin ......... 1J ...... J1,000I10I 41 5J 115.961 2 201 .... 1 1 
Clarence Dodson ....... 11 251 9501151111111 396.691 21121 '21 4 
H. C. Crase ................ ----1 201 1001 .. --1----1----1 5.00I .. --I10I .. --1 5 
William J. Hill ........... 11------17,0001 ... -1 7I21I2270.00I .... Iaiii .. --1 2 
Elmer Hodges ........... ----1 81 1301 .. --1----1 31 16.001 51 51 .. --1 3 
Joseph N. Cloven _____ 21 812,4741 11 .... 1 71 63.601221301 11 .... 
E. E. Hollis ............... 21 121--------1----1----1 21 117.151 5lalli .. --1----
Grover Terry ........... 21 1813,3201 11141151 110.421 91----1----1 1 
Joe 'Sisk ....................... 11 551--------1----1----1 61 95.00J .... I----1----1----
Davie N. Combs ....... 1J 3016,1601 61121111 534.501 31----1----114 
L. R. Wheeler ............... 1 221 2521 .. --1----1----1 13.001 21221 .. --1----
Keith Johnson........... 21 4712,4001----1----1----1 249.801 51981----1----
J. E. Rolen ..................... 1 261 1741 .. --1----1 31 18.451 4la111----1----
W. E. McGhee ........... ----1 101 --------1----1----1121 5.251----1 31----1----
Millard Ehrhardt ..... 11 351 7101 41 61 71 76.451 71----1----1---- · 
E. E. Simpson --------·-· 31 212,0501 41 21 7) 601.201----l·allJ .... J 5 
Grover J. Pingleton . 1j25J11,740j 61 61 71 202.971111----1 11 .... 
Virgil Blankenship ... No report 
Roy Crook .................. No report 
Bill Brewer................. No report 
Herman Garrison _____ No report 
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Inis Roberts, Alton, Mo. 
Rose Cockman, R 1, Couch Mo 
Ray Simpson, \Vilderness, Mo 
Geneva Sorrell, Myrtle, Mo. 
Georgia Crewder, Couch, Mo. 
Agnes Dow, Alton, Mo. 
Nova Coble, Thayer, Mo. 
Sina Higgs, Gatewood, Mo. 
Dollie ~ombs, Alton, Mo. 
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Martha Crawford, Myrtle M<> 
Jettie Bowers, Thayer, Mo. 
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