
MINUTES 

-OF THE

Seventieth Annual Session 
-OF THE-

Cave Spring Yearly Meeting 
-OF-

Freewill Baptist Churches 
-HELD WITH-

ALTON CHURCH 
July 25 - 26, 1957 

+ 
-OFFICERS-

Moderator ............ Rev. Davie Combs, Couch, Mo. 
Asst. Moderator ...... Rev. Chesley Hill, Myrtle, Mo. 
Clerk ................ : ................... J. W. King, Myrtle, Mo. 
Asst. Clerk .................... George Brewer, Myrtle, Mo. 
Treasurer ........................ D: J. Bowers, Thayer, Mo. 
Statistician ... : .................... Howard Bell, Alton, Mo. 

The next session of the Cave Springs Yearly meet
ing will be held with the Walnut Grove church, 
about 5 miles south-east of Myrtle, Mo., begin
ning at 9: a. m., on Thursday ·before the fourth 
Sunday in July, 1958. Brother Harry Beatty 
and James Reed will preach the introductory 
sermon at 11:00 a. m. 
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STANDING COMMITTEES 

.EXECUTIVE BOARD ·· Term Expires 
. ·,·; ' ' . . ' 

·. •· .. Sam Johnson ... : ....... : .......... ~············-~·-·····-~·-·· .·1958 .. · • ! I 

·' \ ... ; '' .. ·I. E: Vaughn· .;: ........................... ~ ............. : ..... 1959 
' I ·• Keith Johnson · ~:·····::.: ........................... : .. : ...... 1960 

Ha_rry. Be~ tty· ; . . t •• :: •••• :.,..~---·'······-~···c·····:······-~-- l961 
·Chesley R. Hill . ' ···'··'··'···································· 1962 

MIS~ION BqARD. ·,... . 1 • ' ' ' 

Keith Johnson 
J .. E.· Rolen· 
Paul Caldwell 

. . 
.......... : ............. : ..... : .... :............ 1958 . 

' ' 
.................................................... 1959 . 

..................................................................... : ........ ;........ 1060 
' .' Davie Combs . - "'"'";""""""'"'"'"'":'"'"'""""'""'"""'"'""'""7""'"""'""'"'"'"'""""""'""'" 1961' 

· Jesse H. Dunkin .......................... ::··············:·. 1962 
'. . I 

ORI)~INING COUNCIL 
<·C.' A. Dodsop. · . Joe Sisk Billy Rogers 

OBITUARY COMMITTEE 
Bertha Brewer· Elizabeth Holmes · 

. FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Agnes Dat;r 

Roscoe Mills Raymond 'Williams \ John Shaw 

PRINTING COMMITTEE 
'· · J. W. Ki~g · George Brewer N. H. Rhoades 

TEMPERANCE COMMITTEE 
' Millard· Ehrhardt Paris Wheeler N. H. Rhoades· 

CREDENTIAL COMMIT'rEE1 

. Ernest Harding ·.· . Virgil ~lankenilhip. E. E. Simpson: 
.. The Seventieth Annual Session of the Cav~ Springs 

Yearly Meeting of Freewill ·Baptist' church convened with 
.. the Alton church at Alton,·' MO. on. ThUrsday, July 25, 1957. 

Opening song, "Any\vhere is Home". 
Scripture: ·Numbers, 13:27~28-30. \·Numbers 14:2-3- · 

U-12-19-23~24. St .. JohD.: 12:35-36. · . . .. 
, ~ Session declared in conference by' Cll~rk and services 
turned· to Moderator, Rev. Keith Johnson.' 

· Prayer by Rev. EL E. Simpson. · 
· Constitution and By-laws . read by Assistant Clerk, 

George Brewer. ' 
,Church letters .called for and read. 

·-1 _::_ 
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BAILEY CHAPEL: Delegates, Elgan Holman, Jim 
Boze, Ellen Campbell. 3 present._ Minister and Deacons 
recommended . 

. WALNUT GROVE: Delegates, Mable June .King, 
Patsy Ann King, Carolyn King. 3 present. Ministers and 
Deacons recommended. 

PLEASANT VALLEY: Delegates, Orpha Wheeler, 
Ethel May ~er, Crayton Todd. 1 present. Minister 
and Deacons recommended. . 

Motion 'carried to receive the letters and seat the de-

legates. 
. Petitionary letters called for and two received, one 

from Bethel church at West Plains and ~me from the Leb
anon First church of Lebanon. 

Motion carried to receive these churches into this 
body. 

. Letters read .from these two churches. 
' 
LEBANON FIRST: Delegates, Alpha Admire, Tula 

Johnson, Ila Garrett. 3 present. Minister: and Deacons 
recommended, 

BETHEL: Delegates, Eugene James, Addie Adkinson, 
Glenn Murray. 2 present. Ministers and Deacons recom
·mended. 

Motion carried to receive the letters and seat the de
legates. 

Song,' "Some Day". All delegates given right hand of 
fellowship. 

, I 
Motion carried, Moqerator appoint Divine Committee. 

Bros .. Leroy Chronister, Ben Jackson and Henry Red
burn appointed. 

Corresponding Letters called for. 
One received from the Little Vine Association of Gen

eral Baptist. Delegates were, Rev. H. A. Higby and Rev. 
Ben Woodring, Rev. Higby present. 

Motion carried to receive the letter and seat the Bro
ther as advisory member, 
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··. Visiting Brothers and Sisters invited into our Council 
as Advisory members .. 

I , : 

Motion car'ried Moderator appoint temporary commit~ 
tees .. 

Those. appointed were: . , 

DENOMINATION: 
Grace Redburn, Ora Wi~ehart, Mable June Kii~g ,., 

·, RELIGION: 
·na Garrett, Noel' Combs, Lula Johnson. 1 · . ' ' ' " ~ 

LORD'S DAY: 
Albert Holmt;s, Ode Clark, Percy Cockman. 

LiTERATURE: 
Rebecca Martin, Norma Jo Case; Patsy King. 
Motio~ carried to adjourn for 11:00 o'clock Services. 

EJ.,EVEN o'CLOCK SERVICES 
Opening'song, "It Won't be Very Long". . 1 

Prayer, Bro. Billy Rogers; . 
Bro. ·Ira Campbell takes charge to. bring the Introduc-

tory M~ssage.' ' · · · . · · . 

Prayer by Bro. Higby. · · 
Scripture reading - Act~ 12 :13-21. 
Text, from· Proverbs 29. He who stiffens his neck will 

• .soon be destroyed and that without r~medy. , A message 
admonishing us to.stiffen not. our necks and Iet.God have 

.His way in our·lives. · · · 
~ Services ·turned to Moderator.. ' 

Song._: "On Jordans Stormy Bank~", with ha~dshake. ·. 
' " ' ". . . -' ,. 

TIIURSDAY'AFTERNOON 
Opening song, "Talk it oyer with 

1
Jesus": 

Scripture, reading- Romans 12. · 
· . Reports c~lled for from delegates who· attended other· ·' 

. associations. ' 
Rev: Harry Beatty reported on attending. the Nation

al Association , and how the· denomination is moving for
, ward for the Lord. 

Motion carried to receive the report. 
Enrqllment ·of Ministers, Deacons· and Church Clerks. 

~ ~ j • 
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ENROLLl\IENT of J.UINISTERS, DEACONS and CLERKS 

1\IINISTERS DEACONS 

Billy Rogers Eulis Caldwell 
Harry Beatty John Shaw 
F. D. Johnson Nolan Johnson. 
James Reed Dave ,Bowers 
Joe Sisk J. W. Harding 
L. R. Wheeler 

' 
Clifton Wr!ght 

A. L. McGhee ' Raymond . Williams 
Virgil Blankenship Roy Martin. 

$ 

C. A. Dodson E. E.Webb 
Davie N. Col,llbs J. W. King 
Ernest Harding Elgin Williams 
S. D. Johnson Leroy Chronister 
Keith J ohnso n N. H. Rhoades 
E. E. Simpson Lee Lynch 
A. R. Campbell Howard Bell 
Chelsey R. Hill . Lee Clark 
I. E. Vaughn J. P. Wheeler 
Elmer Hodge 

-"I 

CLERKS VISITING MINISTERS 

Elizabeth Holmes 
Agnes Darr Bro. Higby 
Ruth Holman Doyle Williams 
Rachael Combs 
Bertha Brewer 
Barbara James 

Rev. Davie Combs appointed • 
. , Ministers reports called for. 

Treasurer's report called· for and read, 
· Motion carried to accept the report. 
Religion committee report read. 
Motion carried to receiv~ the report and reL;ase the 

. 
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committee. 
Lords· Day. ~~mmi~t~e 'report read.· 
Motion carried' to receive the report and release the 

committee. 
. .... 

Obituary committee report read. 
'Motion car~ied to re~~iye. the report as p~rtial repo'rt. 
Services turned- to Bro. B~a tty for M'emorial· Service. 

· Song, "Precious.'Memories". · · 1
-

Prayer by B~o .. E: E. Simps~n. 
Scripture.reading- Hebrews 11:40; 12:1-2; part of 

Psahns, 12:6. ·· · 

Text: Treading where Gt;mquerors have.Tread. 
A message- encouraging us ·to take ·new. zeal . and de-

termination to, go farther for the Lord. 

Seryice's turned 'to Moderator. 
Motion car~ied ·to hav~ Mem'orial Service riext year. 
Nominations for· m~morial_ preacher declared in orde~. 

· Bros.• C. A.: Dods~n 'and E. E. Simpson n()rilinated. 
Bro. Dodson ~lected.' · 
Motion _carried to suspend rules and read letter from 

Oak Gro~~ 'chcirch'. · · '· · ; ·· ·' ·.. · · · 

Letter read. 
OAK GROVE: D~leg~tes Laura Webb,' Julia~'.· Rhoa-

des, Mary Ha_rp.er. ' i· pr~sent. · · · 

. ' D~aco~s recomniended.· . . . . 
Motion carried to· receive letter and seat 'the delegates. 

/ . . .. ' . -· 
Bro; Simpson request prayer for Bro. Abner Rhoades. 

,.Motion carried to,~djounJ, u11til. 9:00 _o'clock Friday 
morning. 

·Prayer by Bro. John<SlJ,aw~ .. · , 

. THURSDAY :NiGHT . 
I ~ : ~ '. T , ~ •• ,; •• ' ', I •• 

Opening song --:- "I'll Be. a Fri~nd". 
. Prayer by 'Bro. D'oyl~ WiJfiams.' . :· 

Services turned to Bro. 'H:i'gby and Bro. Dodson. 
scriptu~e: John.15:·1-16. · · · ·.. · · 
Text:L"Go preach the Preaching I bid Thee." · 

~5-

, . 

\ 



FRIDAY l\IORNING 

Opening song, "Jesus H_old My Hand". 
Scripture Reading: Tim. 2:1-17. 
Minutes of previous days work read. 
~lotion carried to receivee the Minutes. 
Church letters called for: 
DILES CREEK: Delegates, Ina Campbell, Cora Wil

kerson, C. R. Romberger. 3 present. Deacons recommen
tded. 

f 
NORMAN: Delegates, Ruth Rhoades, Ora Blanken-

ship, Paul Roberts. 1 present. Deacons recommended. 

ROYAL OAK: Delegates, Lyle Dotson, Velma Camp
bell, Pearl Dotson. 2 present. Deacons recommended . 

. CAVE SPRINGS: Delegates, Hallie Norm.an, Ollie 
Sutton, Lillie Barton. 3 present. Deacons recommended. 

BETHANY: Delegates! Minnie Payne~ Martha Craw- ' 
ford, Pearl Fultner. 2 present. Ministers and Deacons 
recommended. 

SMYRNA: Delegates, Hettie Warren,_ John Holmes, 
Clawrence Wallame. 2 present. Ministers and1 Deacons 
recommended. 

WILDERNESS: Delegates, Opal Brawley, Lena Simp
son, Eulah Neal. 1 present. Deacons recommended. 

CLIFTON: J?elegates Noah Hollis, Nola Hollis, Mae 
Caldwell. 3 present. Deacons recommended. 

Motion carried to receive the letters and' seat the de-
legates which have not been seated. 

Song _::_ "Lord Send Me." 
Moderator .asked about vacancies on committees. 
Report of Evangelist called for. 
Motion carried to receive the report and pay that 

which we have agreed. · 
Report of Denotrilnation Committee. 
Motion· ·carried to receive the report and release the 

committee. 1\ 

Literature. report read. 
Motion carried to receive the report and congratulate 

these young people for their report. · 
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Motion carried that we do put an evangelist on the 
field. 

Motion carried ·to place the matt~r of ~aminating an 
~vangelist in the han~ of the Mission Board. · . 

1 

Motion carried. that thOse present on. Mission Board 
, . ' ' ' ; I • ~\. 

proceed with their work . 
. Motion carried that Temperance Committee members 

' .· . '•. I 

pz:esent choose another. to help them~ . 
'Motion carri_ed to receive Printing committee report. ~ 
Motion carried to receive report o~ Executive Board. . ' . ' . 

_Moderator a'sked if there are churches without pas-
tors. · , 

There is one church w~tliout a pastor, Pleasant· Hill. 
The acceptance of ministers· coming from other bodies 

l . . 

into our Yearly meeting was_ discussed. 
¥otion carrieq to ph1ce this in the hands of the Exe

cutiye Board for them to bring it· back before the body at. 
a later date. . 

Prayer. by ;Br;o. Sam Johnson. 

11:00 O'CLOCK SERVICE 

;'Ope~ing ~~ng -',;I'm Camping in Cannan Lan~" . 
. Prayer led by 'Bro. Lyle Dotson.· . : · L 

Services turned: to Bror Davie\ Combs and Bro. Finis 
Johrison with Bro. Combs taking the lead. 

Scripture Reading: Revelation2:l-6. · · 
Text: II Kings 20:1. Set thine .house in order; for thou 

- shalt dle, and not. Live. . . · ,. . 
:: Services turned to moderator after an· inspiring mes- · 

sage. 
Closing Song: "Land of Uncloudy Day."·· 

. . ' 
. . ' 

FRIDAY .. EVENING 

Opening song - "Glory to His Naine" 
Scripture Reading: Psalms 27. · 

I Prayer by Bro. Howard Bell. . 
Services turned to Assistant Moderator . 
¥otion carried to suspend the rules and read the let

ter that is 'in t_he hands of the Clerk. 
·. 
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PINEY: Delegates, Lee Dethrow, Nora Dethrow, Ollie 
Thompson. None present. Minister and Deacons recom
mende,d •. 

Motion carried to receive the letter and seat the dele
gates. 

' . 

Enrollment of lUinisters, Deacons and ·Clerk~. 

MINISTERS DEACONS 
" H.'C. Crase 

F. D. Johnson 
S. D. Johnson 
Joe Sisk 
Davie Combs 
C. A. Dodson 
Keith Johnson 
Ernest Harding 
Virgil Blankenship 
Jesse H. Dunkin 
James Reed 
Billy Rogers 
Chesley R. Hill 
E. E. Hollis 
A. R. Campbell 
Millard Ehrhardt 
E. E. Simpson 
Elmer Hodge 
Harry Beatty 
CLERKS 

,.."" 

Clifton Wright 
J. W ~ Harding 
Howard Bell 
Fred King· 
John Shaw 
Raymond Williams 

·R. E. Mills 
Dave Bowers 
Roy Wisehart ·· 
Paul Caldwell 
Ralph Payne 
Oather Neal 
J. P. Wheeler 
Albert Wilkerson ~ 
W. 0. Crawford 
Lee Clark 
Eulis Caldwell 
E. E. Webb 
Ray Hollis 

r Georgia Crowder 
Bertha Brewer 
Tim Crawford 
Elizabeth Holmes 
Ruth Holman 
Eula Neal 
Barbara James 

VISITING MINISTERS 
Doyle Williams· 

Lois Peace 
' 

·Committee reports called for. 

Temperance Committee report read. 

Motion carried to receive the report. 

'\ 

Motion carried that Moderator appoint all conmiittees. 
Credenti~l Committee report. ' - . 

-s....:.. 
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ITEM~ read; 
Motion· carried to carry ouf this recommendation. 

' ' I : ' . • . 

···ITEM n read. 
· Motio~ ·carried to ·c.arry .~ut as recommended; 

. ITEM. Ill read: 
Motion carried· that wei h<;>ld this: Item as r~commend- ·. 

ed. . . 
: i. ITEM IV read .. 
t' Motion c~rried. to c~rry out this It.em, that Clerk give 

Bro. E.' E. Hollis his yearly certificate. . \ . . 
· Appointment'of·coril~ittees. --

CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE: Ernest Harding, Virgil. 
Blankenship, E. E; Simpson. 

' '. ' 
ORDAINING COUNCIL: Joe Sisk, Billy ,Rogers, C. 

A. Dodson. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE: 
I 

Shaw, ~oscoe"Mills .. 

,· . PRINTING COMMITTEE: 
': Brewer, J. W. inng: · 

.: · : Statistical. report read. 
·.f. ~ ... .,·· 

Raymond Williams; · John 

'\ 
N. H. Rhoades, ·George' 

'Motion.' carrfed 'to receive the report. ·-
, ~ ' ~ . ": .; . . . . . \. ~ . 

/j 

· Motiori- carried to ret'ain present Sfatistician, Brother 
Howard Bell. 

\ 
M9tion. carried, granting Bro. Bell privilege of setting 

. deadline date for all reports to be . to him. . 

Date set is two days before he has to turn in his re-port. . . 
Report of Finance Committee read .. 
~l£otion carried to accept this report. 
Nominations' for evangelist declared in order. 
Bro. iVirgil Blankenship n\)minated by Mission Board. 
Motion carried nominations cease arid elect by accali-

mation. 
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Motion carried-we guarantee our Evangelist as much 
as $5. per day of service. 

Nominations declared in order for delegates to State 
Association. 

Motion carried Moderator appoint delegates. 
· , Brother and Sister Virgil Cantrell, Bro. and Sister 

Elba Harbison appointed. 
Motion carried to send these four and give them per~ 

mission to add others that go up to the number allowed. 
Bro. and' Sister Allen volunteered to be recommend

ed to State meeting as delegates to National association. 
Bro. Virgil ·Cantrell was als~ nominated. 
Bros. E. E. Simpson, C. A. Dodson, Doyle Williams, 

Keith Johnson, and Finis Johnson, were elected as dele
gates to Little Vine Association. 

Motion carried to give these men permission to add 
names, of others going, as delegates. ' 

Motion--carried to send letter and delegates to Liberty •· 
Association. 

Bro. Finis Johnson elected as delegate with permission 
' " to add names of others' going. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

Nominations for Moderator: 
' ' 

Rev. Davie Combs, Rev., Chesley Hill nominated. 
Bro. Davie Combs elected. ' · · 

Assistant l\loderator: 
Bro.1 Chesley Hill el~cted by acclamation. 

Clerk: 
Motion carried to retain. J. W. King for another year. 

Treasnrer: 
Bro. Davie Bowers elected by acclamation. 

Preacher for Introd11:ctory. Sennon: /"' 
Bros. Harry Beatty and James Reed elected. 
The idea of a nominating committee discussed. 
Motion carried to place this in the hands of the Execu

tive Committee for them· to study and bring back in vot
able form b.efore the body. 
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Motion ca~riad t~. .$25.00 to Entertainment . fund of 
..... ' ' . ,4 

State Meeting.' 
~. : . Motion_ ~arz:ied t~· accept the invitatiol). of the Walnut 

Grove church -for the· next session there. · · · ' 
Motion carried to render our heartfelt thanks to the 

{leople ~fth}s ~~ur.ch an:d· co.~munity,for_ ~heir hospitality, 
.. shown to\Vard us. .. 1 . . · . 

. ... . Motion carri_ed_ tC! .adjourn until~ time arid place set for 
neXt SeSSiOn. ' I ; ' . . . . 

• 1-l, •• 

{\, _PETITIONARY LETTER 

Under the· leadership .of the State.Ho'me Mission team 
Rev. and Mrs. Lester ·Jones and. members of the state 

-· H~m~ Mission Board met at 10i6 North Garfield Street in 
'the City of West Plains, \Mo;, ·on December 20, l956, and . 
organized what.· is known as B~th~l 'Fr~ Wili Baptist' 
Church, with twenty-one.members. , · 

. . . I . 

· · By choi~e of the 'body, N. S. Miller,· T. J. Atkisson arid 
.. Eugene Jam~s were elected Tru~tees. 

An Advisory Committ~ composed of Howard Camp
bell~ Jai]tes Dotson,' Ralph. Fletchali, J. R. Walker, and 
Eugene James were elected.. . 

' , ~ I . ·. 
Brother Keith Johnson was nominated and unamious'-. ·. . \ . : .. ' .. . "'· . ) : 

ly elected as pastor; · Mrs. James Dotson was elected as 
·clerk· of -the new organization and Mrs. Eugene James as 

\ . . " . ' 

. · Treasurer. · 1 

We therefore petition f this. conference, t~ accept our 
church into .your body as a member of the Cave Springs .. 
Yearly Meeting. · .. · · · · ·' 

. Mrs; 'James Dotson, Clerk.· ,. 
Keith J ~hnson·, Pastor. 

PETITIONARY LETTER. · 

we, . the First Free wm· Baptist church 'of Lebanon, 
. Mo., J?etition th~. C~ve .Sp~ing8 Yearly meeting for member
ship ·~nto. your'body. ·We presently have 82 members with 
two <.ihlairied ministers and 4 deacons: Minist~rs n~:in:es, F. 
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' 

D. Johnson and Charley McAlester. Deacons names are, 
' . . . . . I 

Woodroe Montgomery, Homer Master, Charley Taylor, 
John McAlister. Our Treasure is F. C. Garrett., This re
port was made in a regular conference July 17, 1957. Rev. 
F. D. Johnson pastor and Gladys Montgomery, Church 
Clerk.\ 

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE BOARD 
~ . :,. 

The executive board of the Cave Springs yearly"meet
. ing met and organized with Bro. I. E. Vaughn as chairman 
and Keith Johnson as secretary . . . 

At this time we authorized the Associational clerk to 
issue a yearly certificate to Rev. F. D. Johnson of the Leb
anon church. 

I. E. Vaughn, Chairman 
Keith Johnson, Secretary 

Harry Beatty, S. D. Johnson, E. E. Simpson. 
\· ! 

HOME MISSION BOARD REPORT . 
'·.' 

We, the Home Mission Board wish. to nominate Bro. 
Virgil Blankenship evengelist ~or the coming year. 

\ Davie N. Combs 
·Keith Johnson 

Paul Caldwell 
Ernest Harding' 

CREDENTIAL COlUMITTEE REPORT 

We, the Credential Committee recommend that since 
Bro. Rufus Adkinson has turned in his, that we destroy 
them~ ' f 

'· ' . 
No. 2 - We recommend that we hold Bro. Russel 

Muse papers awhile longer. 

No. 3 -We wish to hold Bro; Wess McGhee papers 
for further information. 

Virgil Blankenship 
E. ~· Simpson Ernest Harding 

•') 
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' . w~: y~~~. committee .. ~n Finance_' have .received ,. the 
foliowing-anmunt for LOcal and State"Mihute~.' 

'-. 

I ·,. 

''. 

.. 

~·Local· State 

Altori · .................... : .. ! .... .'.: ...... $ 3.65 $ 1.00 
' . \_ 

Bailey ChapeL .:: ........... , ... • .. , ... 1.50 . ·. .75 . . \ "' 

Bethany . · '. ········:·····,.,................. 1.00 

Bethel ·······:··-, ........ ,................ 2:oo 
'cave Springs ........................ 1.00 

Cliftoh ............ : .. • .... :................ 1.00 

·Cotton Creek .................. ~.: ... ·2.00 · 

Diles Creek .~ ................ ~ .... ,.... 1.50 

. Dry Creek .................................... . 
,: I ' 

1.00 

.. 60 

··• 1.00. 

.50 

Garfield · . ···········--···'···········-~·-·· 3.00 1.00. 
' 

1 Liberty·· ....................................... . 

Mill Creek ....... · ........... ,:: .... :.. 5.00 2.00 

Mt. Zion . .. : ................... : ........ , 3.00 2.00 . . 
Norman ................. · ......... ; ....... 1.30 . .75 ··. 

Oak ·Gr~ve·: : ......................... :. 1.65 .50· 

Piney ...... ! ..... : ........ _ ... :............. 2.00 

·' Pleasant Hill .............................. .. 

Pleasant Ridge · ....... :· .......... ~ .. 2.00 1.00 

Pleasant Valley .................... 2.00 · 1.62 
., . ;.. 

Royal, Oak ........................ - .... 2.00 1.00 

Shiloh ...... ~ ... : ...... ~................... 2.17 · 

Smyrna .. ................................................ ;·········' 
' Thayer .:: ........... : ... : ............... :. 3.00 2.90 ! ' 

~ . ' . ' 

·Walnut Grove. .~ ............ , ....... 3.00 .. 2.00 

Wirderness ~---·' ..................... ~ ............. : ........... :· .. 4.0o . ' 
TOTALS; ......... '.: ... : ... ~. $40.77 $20.72 

Roscoe Mills Raymon. Williams; Committee 

'• 
... 
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PRINTING COlU!IITTEE REPORT 

, We, your Printing committee caused to be printed 450 
copies ,of Yearly meeting Mi~utes at a cost .of $55.00 and 
Letter blanks and Minister report' blank~ ~nd Yearly· Cer~ 
tificates at a cost of $10.50. •A total of $65.50. 

,. c •• '"' , ••• 

Dave Bowers 
N. H; Rhoades J. ·W. King 

TREASURY REPORT 
\. 

Bala.nce carried forward July 21; 1956 : ............... $ · 41.02 
Deposits made· ........................................................ 187.0~ 
Checked out ................. ; ....................... ~...................... 107.53 
Balance on hand July 25, 1957 · .......................... :. $120.51 

EVANGELIST REPORT 

I wish to submit the following report of evangelist work. 
for the past year. I was in 18 nights service, witnessed 8 
conversions; received in offering $68.50. ·From Associa-. 
tion, None. Filled in at one church. Received $3.00 .. Total 
$71.50. Traveled 626 miles. 

Rev. Virgil Blankenship. 
,\ , 

REPORT OF DENOMINATION CO!Il\IITTEE 

We, your committee on Denomination present the fol
lowing report. In looking over the reports 'in our Ch~~ch 
letters and other reports, feel that the churches of the 
Cave Springs yearly meeting are going forward but not 
as fast as we should: . We feel. t~e Free Will Baptist. De
uomination as a whole is increasing in strength for the 
Lord and moving into fields of work practically untouched 
both foreign and 'home,. arid in ~uildhig more and larger 
churches in towns and cities where there were none. We 
feel that the people of the Cave Springs yearly meeting 
would do well to study the Bible more and pray more to 
the Lord. We feel we should study and learn m~re about 
what we as Freewill. Baptist really believe our people 
sh9uld. know more first knowledge about the Gospel Or
dinances and our Church Covenant that we might be better 
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Christi~~· workers· for a·Jd and: oUr· denomfnation .. · · ... ··~ 
. ; . 
··. .Mrs .. W. H. Wisehart 

' ·M:rs. Grace Redburn. Mrs. Mable June King . 

REPORT OF LITERATURE COMJUITTEE 
. . 

We, the literature .committee wish to prese~t the fol-
lowing report. We feel that the Bible should -always be. 
found first on our daily reading lists. .Ther~ a~e many .re
ligious publications such· as the Gem and others that many 
of. us are not familia~. with. We should .. be interested 
enough . to find. out more abdut our religious . readings and 
lay aside our worldly literature, it would make our world. 
a better place to-live in. Isi!1h 40 :8: The grass' withereth, 
the flowers fadeth; but the word of our God s~all stand· 
forever. 

Norm~ ,J? Case 
. ~, 

,\ 

Patsy King Rebecca Martin 
.. ~: . 

TEMPERANCE COl\11\IITTEE REPORT .. 
We, 'your Temperance committee submit the foliowing 

report. We believe we should be temperate in· all things 
' . I . 

and to abstain from all use· and sale of all_ intoxi~atin~ 
beverages and'not patronize any one that' is conneCted 
with it. 

J. P. Wheeler 
R. J. Wisehart Millard Ehrhardt ' 

\ 

REPORT OF RELIGION COMMITTEE 
,. o • ' t"· I • ' .\ 

We, the committee on'.Religion submit the following 
reporl.· We think that Christia~ 'people are too shi.ck con
cer~lng the Lords .work,. such as . Sunday. School and young 

· peoples meeting to help educ.ate the young genei-a.tions. 
Ther~fore the' denomination is suffering as a whole. · We 
as chrlstiim. people must be. very prayerful and work to~ 
gether to he.lp carry on the Lords work if our churches 
grow and prosper for:the Lord. ' . ·' 

Lula Johnson · · •. 
\ ~-: 'L 

Ila Garrett .Noel Combs : ...... 



\, 

REPORT OF THE LORD'S DAY. COl\11\IITTEE 
·We feel that the Lord's Day is a d:i:y that is sacred 

and should be kept holy, due to the fact that God ma'ni~ 
fested his .pqwer through, the· resurrection of his· So~· an'd 
our Savio~.on the firstday of the week. The Lord toid:us 
that the .S~bhath -was nuide for man and not man for tne. 
Sabboth. 

' ........ .Ora Clark . 
"' '· I 

Albert Holmes Percy .cock~an; ., . 

" ;<.,' 

'OBITUARY COl\11\IITTEE REPORT . , .. 
( We,· your committee on Obituaries submit the folio~

:ing rep~rt,: whereas it pleases. the Heavenly Father to. call 
· from Labor to their reward since our. last Association. the . 
.follOwing brothers and sisters. ~ .. ~. .J • 

· ·. They are greatly missed in our 'churches and h'onie~. 
We s:ubmit our will'to our Heavenly Father who d~eth 

all things well. Ourl<?SS is Heavens gain. '-
' ·, ~ . 

RUEBEN PIERCE 
ARCH WATSON . ' . . 
.BELL DUNN 
CHRISTOPHER CLOVEN' 
MRS.' JAKE BREWER 

· HENRY PROCTOR .. . . 
FRANCES MUSE 
OLA BREEDEN 
A: ·w. HOLMAN 

I 

• RALPH BRAWLEY 
ROY SIMPSON . 

Elizabeth Holmes 
' . . 

. \ 

Bertha Brew~~ 
\ .. Agnes· Darr, ·Committee· 
- .. 

. THOl\IAS ROY Sll\IPSON/ . : :.:::· 

Thomas Roy/Simpson, son ofi~: N. and A. E. Simpsofi 
was: born October 8, 1896 and departed this life April.12, 
1957.. . ~ ; ~.)l~:i 

-He was ~nited in mar~iage to:Lena. Piggs .. To .this 
union nine children were bo~, Richard, Eddie, Fi!l!.s, L~u
ise; Marie, Anna Lee, Earl, Walter and Virgil.· 

•\ 
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. ' . 
He leaves to mourn his departure, his wife, nine child~ 

. ren, 7 grandchildren, 2 br~thers a~d 2 sisters. 
. . . He professed a ~?Pe in Christ at an ~arly age and 
lived a deyoted c~ristian life. 

Services .,.were April 14, ~t the Free Will Baptist 
church at Wilderness with Bro." C. A. Dodson officiating .. i . . . . ' 

HENRY FRANCIS PROCTOR · 
. I \ . 

·· , Henry Francis Proctor, son of Tom and Elmeda Proc-
Jor ·.was born May 8, 1876 and departed this life. August 
17,. 1956. 

On JHnuary 9, 1897 he :was united in marriage to Mel
issa· .Jane Proctor and to this union four children were 
born. 

His Wife and two children preceded him in death. He 
is survived by two daughters, ·Mrs. Neva Harriell and 
Mrs. Nova Oliver; two sisters and five gran~children. . 

He was a member of the Free Will.Baptist church. 
Services were Sunday; August 19, 1956, at the Cotton 

Creek church with Bro. Elzie Simpson officiating, 

1\IRS. JAKE BREWER· 

Myrtle Minnie Williams was born March 3, 1876, dau- • 
ghter of William arid Elizabeth Williams. She was mar
ried to Jake Brew~r on July'12, 1893. 

She was a member of the Free Will Bap,tist church. 
She is survived by the widower, five sons and seven 

daughters, Mrs. Mary McDonald, Mrs. Dora Combs, Mrs. 
Lora Cypret, Mrs. Glenna Gaither, Mrs. Georgia Burnett, 
Mrs. Opal Coyner, Mrs. Leota Combs, Woodrow, Ward, 
Paruy, Monroe, and Hurl~y. One daughter died in .infancy. 

Three br?thers and six sisters also survive, Sam, 
Manuel and Mort Williams, Mrs. Stella Alford, Lurania 
Brewer, Mrs. Becky Riddle and Leona Rogers. 69 grand
children, 67 great-grandchildren, and 3 great-great grand 

• I 

children. 

MRS. 1\IARTHA BELL DUNN 

Mrs. Martha Bell Dunn was born August 14, 1882 and 
\ 
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· departed this life August 23, 1956. 
' ' 

\ 

• ' • . ' '. . . . . ·' f . . 
She was united in marriage to John Dunn in January 

1916. To this union one child was· born. Her . husband 
· and child preceded her in death. She is survived by_' t~o 

' . . 
sisters, Mrs. Ella Holstein · and Mrs. Delilar Miller; one . 
brother Rance Cartee; one step~daughter and ·~ne step-son.· · 
She was a m~mber of the Free Will Baptist ch~rch in Lula:: ·. ' 

. . ~ . .\" 

. Services were August. 30, 1956 at._the ~ree "vVill Bap~· 
tis church at Myrtle with Bro. Elzie Simpson officiating. 

,- ; ' ' " ! ' . • ' . ' 

ARCII ·GEO:R.GE WATSO~ 

Arch George W3;tson, s~on of:Geo'rge and Martha Wat-· 
son was born May 13, 1895 mid .·departed this life Novem~ 

' ~ . ' ' \ ' . . 
ber 1, 1956. . · .. ·· .· . · -· · , · · ,, 

He was united in marriag~. to Susie Warren December 
24, 1916 and to this. union two children were .. born. He lea
~es. to mourn his passing his· wife; two dau'glitei·s,. Mrs. · 
Bertha Wright and Mrs. Helen Wrighf; six grandchildren:· 

. . , . , . . 'I'. ~- . ' 

four
1 

brothers! M_asojl, Ch1rence, Ralph and· Cor:vin· arid one 
sister, Mrs. Pearl Simpson. His.father, mother, 'one bro
th~r, four sisters and one infant .·preced~d him in u~ath. 

He was• converted at the age bf ·43 y_ears and united 
with thE;; Smyrna Free Will·Baptist chur~h.and lived a de-

' . . 
voted christian life until. God-called_him honie .. 

Services were Nov. 5, 1956 at the Smyrna Chapel with 
Rev. Elzie Simpson and Rev. Billy Rogers officiating. 

I . . 
I .. 

REUBEN NELS()N .PIERCE 

R~uben Nelson Piefce, son of Nelson and Eb}J-=! Aim 
. . . . I. . 

Pi~rce was born January 5, 1860 and departed ttJ.is life _on 
March 30, 1957. · .· · · .· .. ' . . · . · ;" 

. . ' - I . ' . • , 

. . fie is_
1
survived by, several nephews and n~e.ces. 

. was a member of the F~ee Will Baptist church at 
Springs. 

'He. 
Cave' 

. ·Services were Aprill,J957 at the Cave' Springs church 
with Bro. Davie·· Combs officiating. · 

'.> 
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OLA 1\IAE BREEDEN 

Ola Mae Breeden, daughte/ of Euclid and Maggie Bol
ton was born Sept. 20, 1907 and departed this life Novem
ber 1, 1956.~ 
· · She was mlrried to Robert Breeden Sept. 30, 1923 and 
to this union ten children were born. She leaves to mourn 
h~r passing her husband, four sons; 'and five daughters; 

' . . I . 
James. Breeden, .Johnny Breeden, Imogene Turnbaugh, 
Pearl Warren, Charles Breeden, Ora Guenther, Vora, Jane 
and Wayne Breeden; also her mother, Mrs. Maggie Bolton 
and brother John Bolton; two half-sisters, Mrs. Frona· 
Davis and Mrs. Flora Davis, eleven grandchildren. Her 
father and one infant daughter preceded her in death. 

She was converted . at ·an e~rly age and . united with 
the Smyrna. Free Will Baptist church and lived· a deyoted 
christian life until God called her lfoine. ' 

Services were November 4, 1956 at Smyrna with Rev. 
Davie ·Combs and Rev.·Billie Rogers officiating. 

A. W •. HOLMAN 
. A. W~ Holman, son of Richard and Jane Holman was 
born 'March 8, 1877, and departed this life February 23, 
1957 .. 

On March 19, 1897 he. was united in marriage to Damie 
Blankenship. To this union ten children were born; his 
wife and fout children preceded him in death. , On Dec . 

. . ember 19, 1942 he was united in marriage to Louisa Guynn 
' 

1 who preceded him in death in 1951. On April 9, 1953 he 
was united in marriage to Leona Muse. 

He leaves to mourn his passing his wife and six child
ren; one daughter, Mrs. Heney Grooms and five sons, J. 
V;, ~mmett E., S.T., ~- H. and Elgan; 22 grandchildren~ 
16 great grandchildren; one brother, E. N. Holman, one 
sister, Mrs. Emma Fraley. He also leaves seven step-child
ren, Mrs. Rosalee Foe, Paul Muse,· Mrs.· Minnie Dee.Egge-
meier, We~a Mae Muse, Silas, Gene and Bobb:r Muse. · · 

He was converted and joined the Free Will Baptist 
church at Norman several years ago. 

Services were Feb. 25, 1957 at the Norman church, 
' with Rev. Harry, Beatty officiating. 
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, ;lUARY FRANCIS l\IUSE 

'Mary Francis Muse, daught~r· of the late 'Levi'·~ llnd 
. . ; . - . ~ . ; ,. . , ' ' : ', ''• ~-{. ; 

Mary E.' McCamey, was born· June '13, .1874, arid departed. 
thi's life February 25, 1957. ··. ·\ ·_ ' 

She ~as 1mited in rriarri~ge to Johll H. M~se ·Ja~uary' 
' • ~ '• ' • • .-! \ ·, I ·' • • . • ... • • ' 

12, 1896. To· this union stx children were borp.. 
. . ·. Survivi~g are .her c,c>mpanion, . J_ohn '.R.Muse; . Mrs. · 
._1,.":~ :·.: .·'-.···,. .... . :. ·.-· -··~:-- .. -~ ... ~-/"•·----·· '" ·"-~·-·:~· ··:-~. ~- .-~-:---·-

Velma Holmes, Mrs. Edith Wallace,· Howard and Russell. · 
'' Muse, ~Irs .. J~ Uzzell· and Mrs. Rachel Mauldin; 8 grand-· · 

. children and 12 great gr~u'dchildren. . . · · 
. She accepted Christ i~·1889 andunitect with the,Free 

Will Baptist church of Smyrna; She lived· a tru~, faithful 
' . . 

life until the end. 
Service~ w~re held Feb. _27 at Smyrna church,· with· 

Rev.' Davie Combs and Rev. Alphu~ Capps officiating. 
CHRISTOPHER CALEB CLOVEN . 

Christopher Caleb Cloven,· son of Joseph and Eliza- · 
beth 'cloven was liorn 'April 23, 1884 ~nd departed this life 
July 5,.1957. · . . · · · · · · 

In 1908 he was t.ciited in marriage to Mary Johns~n. 
• He is survived by six .children, Millard Cloven and Emerita 
Crass, Elzie Cloven, ·Brents Cloven, David, Cloven-. and 
Blanche Burkhead; one brother Ch~rley. Cloven; 26 ·grand-
children. . . . . . ' ; ' . . 

His church affiliation was with. the Free Will Baptist 
.. ~ f • . • 

church and a member of the· Odd Fello\Y lodge. 
Services were. July7, 1957at the Cave' Springs church 

with ·B~o; Claudie. Johrison and Elzie Simpson -~fficiating. -~ 
RALPH JACKSON BRAWLEY ' ·' . ' .· . 

. . . . ' \' 
Ralph Jackson ·Brawley, son o:t; · G~orge ' and ,Hattie · 

Brawley; was born ·Feb: 18, 1900. He departed this li:t;e 
:July8;1957. ·- ... :~-< •.· .. ·..... · --:.;.·.'"'····:.,.: .... :.,,,_,!.•. t 

· He was united in m11;rriage to'Opal.·Bla~k, January 31, · 
-1933. Born to- this union was 7 children, two of·whom. . 

. . t ' • $. • : 

preceded himJn death.· 
. . ·Surviving. are his wife, five childre~, Imogene,. MarVln, · · 

David, Eileen and Dwight; ·three brothers: Albert, Neil ~ll.d 
Thoritan; thr~e sisters, ·Mrs. M'aude Throsker~. Mrs. June . 

',l -, :. . ·. . . 

Keathley and Mrs. Delphia Smith. . . · .:' · · . , ', '. 
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He was convert'ed at the Wild~rness church 1940 and 
joined the Free Will Baptist church at that time. He was 
still a fa;ithful member' of that church at. the time of his 
death. 

Services were held on Wednesday at the Wilderness 
church with Rev. Virgil Blankenship officiating. ' . 

IN MEMORY 

Of the Ministers of the Cave Spring Association of Free
will Baptist, who have given their lives for His Cause, and 
gone on to receive their Reward. · 

Rev. J. A. Jones 
Rev. A. H. Peace 
Rev. E. R. Whitman 
Rev. C. E. Whitman 
Rev. W. W. Pierce 
Rev. Thomas .Bennett 
Rev. Daniel R. Johnson 
Rev. G. W. Putman 
Rev. S. 0. Buckley 
Rev. David Johnson 
Rev. w. C. Norman 
Rev. John Combs 
Rev. w. M. Johnson 
Rev. Milo Standley 
Rev. J. E. Pentecost 
Rev. T. J. Dunkin 
Rev. J. R. W. Harbison 
Rev. Nathan Combs 
Rev. W. P. Stogsdill 
Rev. James McGhee 
Rev. C. H. Williams · 

·, 

SHILOH CHURCH . ..._ 

Organized October 19, 1930, by Rev., W. P. Stogsdill and 
Rev. Billie Rogers. It was organized with 14 members. C. H. 
Crews and Lee Clark as deacons. Elizabeth Holmes, church 
Clerk . 

. PINEY CHURCH 
Organized in 1885, by Rev. K. A. Jones, members ~

known. 
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LIBERTY CHURCH 
: Organized September 25, 1921, with members :by Rev.' .r. 

· . R. W. Harbison, 'Rev. John Combs, Rev. James McGhee and· 
Rev. G: ~- Miller. , . 

i ' 
· BETHANY CHURCH 

· · · Organized January 20, 1902, by Rev.· H. C. Crase; Rev. T; 
J. Dunkin and Rev.'N. Combs. Organized with·7. members; T .. 

. U. ·Cockman and Will .Williams as deacon's. : '· ':: ' 

'WALNUT·. GUOVE CHURCH 
. Organized in 1889 by Rev. H. C. 

-Evans, with 7 members.·. 
Crase and Rev. E. R. 

· .' : COTTON CREEl{ bHURCH . . 
Organized August 6, 1893, by Rev; J. H.' Herl.Son ·arid Rev. 

'N. Combs, with 13 members. T. J . .'Dunkin.and e;: W .Robert-
son were elected as deacons. . ·. 

ROYAL OAH: CHURCH .• 

. Organized on· the first SlUlday ·in October, 1930 by Rev. 
H .. c. 1Crase and Elmer Hodges, assisted by· Deacon J. P. 'Me-, 

.. 'euliough, with 23 members: ' ' '/ '_; ,' .. · .·' : 

, ; . NORl\IAN CHURCH 
Organized October 3, 1914, by Rev.' W. P; Stogsdill :and ·, 

'supposedly Rev. ,w. :C.· Norman, with 18 members; D; M .. · 
Crews and G; W. Mocire as deacons. 

,_· - ' ' 
• PLEASANT HILL CHURCH 
!Organized October's, 1918, ~by. Rev.· E. :i. vaughn· and' .Rev:' 

H. C. Crase,: with 17 members.· .,. · 

.:·· PLEAS,ANT_·RIDGE CHURCII 
Organized May _28, 1933, by Rev. E. E. Simpson, Nathan 

Combs, W. M: Johnson and Elmer Hodges ,with 13 ~ember 

CAVE SPitiNG CHURCH 
Organized July 12, 1879, with 24 members, by Rev. Da:vid 

Johnson, Re'v: J. A: Jones and Rev. S. J. Thornberg. 

Sl\IYRN A CHURCH , 
Organize!l in November, 1882, by Rev. David Johnson and 

Rev. J. A. Jones, with 13 members. 

OAK GROVE CHURCH 
No information available., 

BAILEY CHAPEL CHURCH 
Organi~ed August 28, 1938, by Rev: E. E. Simpson, Rev. 

C. A. Dodson and Rev. Elmer Hodg~s.- with 55 members and. 
John. Ni~holas, W. M. Huddleston and Elgin Williams as 
cE:acons. · 

'\' 
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l\llLL CREEK CHURCH 

Organized in October, 1903, Levi Taylor and Henry 'Wise
Hart were elected deacons. 

l\IT. ZION CHURCH 
Organized July 30, 1939, by Rev. J. E. Rolen, B. H. Wood

ring and Rev. J. E. S. Pentecost. Organized with fourteen 
members. Dave Bowers and C. ·A. Harris~n as deacons. 

. ' 
. PLEASANT VALLEY CHURCH 
Organized in June 1940, by Rev. B. H. Woodring, J. E. Ro

len and E. E. Simpson. Organized with 8 members, and Ro
bert Worel and Walter Barnett as deacons. 

WILDERNESS CHURCH IJ 
Organized August 2, 1940, by Rev. Clarence Dodson:, S. W. 

Bell and Deacon Elgin Williams; organized with 22 members 
and Mack Simpson, Hosea Simpson ~nd Other Neal as deacons. 

GARFIELD CHURCH 
Organized August 17,. 1942, by Rev. HarrY. H. Beatty, Bil

lie Rogers, and Fred Dod~on; organized with 22 members and 
Edd Rogers and Noah Hollis as deacons. 

,• DILES CREEK CHURCH 
Organized August 14, 1927, by J. H. McGhee and Billie 

Rogers, with seven members. J. A. Evans and· S. P. Scott 
were elected as deacons .. This church later dropped out o~ the 

'' Conference and was reinstated August 9;-·1947 by Harry H. 
Beatty and Davie N. Combs assisted by deacons R. L. Camp
bell and Rufus. Evans. Wilbur Jenkins and Millard Ehrhardt 
were elected de.acons at this time. 

DRY CREEl{ CHURCH 
Organized Sept. 10, . 1950 by Virgil . Blankenship, F. D. 

Johnson, J .. · M. Cloven, E. E. Simpson, S. D. Johnson and Cleo 
Barton._ There were thirteen members and L. A. Roberts 
elected ·as deacon, and Roxie Sisk as church clerk. 

CLIFTON CHURCH 
Organized, Jt,me 23, 1949, by ·Billie Rogers, F. D. Johnson 

and E. E. Simpson. There were 15 members and Billie Rogers 
was elected Pastor, Nova Coble, Church Clerk, Billie Joe 
Lovelace, Treasurer; Elmer Coble, deacon. One month later 
Paul Caldwell was elected and ordained as a deacon. 

I 

1 
THAYER CHURCH 

Organized July 31, 1954 with 33 Charter members, by Rev. 
Davie Combs. Joe Sisk, J. E. Rolen and Harry Beatty.· · 

I ' 
Ordajned deacons ele~ted as deacons, J. W. Jewell, Otto 

Harrison and Fred King. 
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ALTON CHl{ltCII I ~·' I 

Organized on Sepetmber 16, 1955 by Rev's. C. A. Dods'on, 
Harry Beatty, ·Davie Combs, .H. C. Crase, Billy Rogers, Keith 
Johnson, Ernest H~rding, and, Meril Shaw' as, deacons; Lee 
Clade, W. B. Combs, Luke Boze, Andrew. Moore, Lee. Lynch, 

· Roy ·Martin, Wallace Straih, Raymond Williams, Mack Warren 
and Dale Archer with 43 members. Clifton Wright,. Jiln Hard
ing and \Elgin Williams selected as deacons. 

BETHEL CHURCH 
Organized on December 20, 1956 ·under the. leadership of 

the State Home Mission Team, Rev.: and Mrs .. Lester Jones and 
'inembers ~f the State Home Mission Board. · , 

N. S. Miller, T. J. Adkinson, and Eugene James were elect
ed Trustees a'nd How~rd Campbell, .James Dotson; Ralph 
·Fletchall, J. R. Walker, and Eugene James were elected .as ad-
visory committee'. · . · 

FIRST LEBANAN CHURCII ,\. 
Information incomplete. 

'A PETITIONARY LETTER I. 

Under the leadership of the State Home Mission team, Rev. 
and M;s·. Les\er Jones and members of the State Home ;MiSsion 
Board met at 1016 N. Garfield Street in the city of West· Plains, 
Mo.; on December 20, .1956 and organized what is-known as 
Bethel Free Will Baptist church with twenty-one members. . 

. ·.By choice of the body, N. S. Miller, T. J. Adkisson and Eu-
gene James were elected .Trustees: · "< · · 

An Advisory Com~ittee 'composed ,of Howard "Campbell, 
James Dotson, Ralph Fletchall,.J. R. Walker a~d Eugene James 

~ . . . 
were .elected. 

'Brother Keith Johllson was nominated arid unamiously elect
ed as pastor .. Mrs. James. Dotson was elected as clerk of the 
riew organization and Mrs; Eugene 'James as Treasurer. 

PETITIQNARY LETTER FORl\1 · 
·,We, the council of .Ordained Ministers,' ...... : .................... :~ ......... :. . . . . . . 

~~ .. ::::::::::~::::=::::~ .. ::~.:~~~:~ .. :~:::::::::::::~:::::::::::::::::·:~~~;~~- ~h~~:~~ ... ::~~~~~·'/ 
miniber of me;,nbers; .... : .. :.: .. :~ .. : ............... :, .. : ... ; by choic~ oitile .body 

..... : ... : ........ :.:.! .................. : ... ,. .. , ... :.~ ...... : .. ~ .... ~ ......... : ... :........... were selec,ted ~s 
de'acons;, church Clerk .. : ........ ::.:: .... :.: ..... , .. ~: ... :: ........... :: ...... ~ .. : .... ; on the 
... : ............... day of. ,. ....... : ..... :., .. : ... : ..... : .. : .......... ~ ...... , .. :19 ... ,..... . · 

W,e therefore petition the Conference··to accept bur church 
into your: body as' a member of .. c ....... : ......... .'.:.~ ........ ~ .......... c ....... :, ...... ,t. ' 
Confere~ce or Association. :: · ' ' · 

Council .............. : ............... , ............. , .................. ~.:: .. . 
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BY· LAWS 

ARTICLE 1 - 'Each session of this conference shall be 
called to' order by the standing clerk when present, and in 

·his absence by the member having senority in yeB;rS. 
I I 

ARTICLE 2 .,-.Each session and adjourned session of the 
conference shall be opened and . closed, with prayer. 

ARTICLE 3 - Ten· members shall be required to consti
tute a . quorum to transact any business of this conference. 
But any less number may adjourn from time to time. 

I . 

ARTICLE 4 -.:. This Conference~shall elect. or (cause to be 
appointed) a standing committee composed of three (3) 
members. Their duty shall be to examine, pass upon or re
commend suitable action to the Conference, on all Credent
ials referred to, them by the Conference or by the Business 
Committee of the conference. 

t ' 
ARTICLE 5 - At each session of this conference ·stand-

ing committee- shall be appointed on each subject as the fol
lowing "Printing " , "Ministry " · "Missions " , "Business " 

. ' ' , \ . ' ' , 
"Obituary," "Ordaining," ·and "Finance," All petitions and 
committees on particular subjects shall be referred to appro
priate committees. Special committees· may be appointed at, 
the pleasure of the 'conference. . \ ... 

ARTICLE 6 - This conference may hold correspondence 
by messenger or~ otherwise with religious bodies as it may 
deem advisable. ' · 

ARTICLE 7 -_This conference may sit with open doors 
except when it may go into c~mmittee of the. whole. 

ARTICLE 8 - Any person not "a member of this confer
ence may be allowed to take part ·in its discussions by obtain-
ing permission of the conference. · ' 

ARTICLE 9 - It shall be the duty of the standing clerk 
to furnish each session of the conference. with a book or re-' 
cords ·containing the ,proceedings of the previous session. 

' ARTICLE. 10 - The conference may determine the time 
when its ·daily sessions shall commence and close. 

ARTICLE 11 - It shall be the duty of the< members of 
this conference to be present at the -time appointed for each 
daily' session and anyone wishing to retire shall first obtain 
leave of the moderator. 

' . 
ARTICLE 12 - No member shall absent himself from ·· 

conference during the sessions 
1 
without first obtaining permis-

sion from the conference. ' 
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:ARTICLE• 13'- Every member ~shing ,to speak,i'n con:;· 
ference shall first address the moderator.-

·ARTICLE 14 - No person shall be allowed to speak more 
. than te~ minutes at any one' tlnie n~r more than tWice on: any 
~ubject without leay,e of the conference. ·,_ .. ·_ ' 

· , · ARTICLE 15 No. debates shall. pe allo\Ved. ·on .any m~ 
. tion except the same be submitted in ·writing and_ seconded 
;by a· member of the conference. . .; . : 

' ' ., ' ' . \ ' 

·. ARTICLE 16 - No pe~son shall be ailowed :. to •'noirlinate 
· more than' one .member· of any committee provided' · th~ ·Bra-· 

·ther ·nominated be elected. ' •. •· •. : : · 
• . I ·, l • _ . . ',· . 1 j ; • >. ~ 

ARTICLE 17 ...:... The· yeas· and nays. h'iay ·be ·taken on any , 
question before the 'conference, by request'.' o( one-fifth'' of "the • . . . .. . . . . . · .. I . 

. members present: .'' , · : · ,· ·: 

. . . ARTICLE 18 . .:_ The :con;titution and by-la~s ·of ··this 'con-
• I · . · . {/ 

ference shall be read at·,each session near its· commencement. 
' . . 

1 'ARTICLES OF FAITH·· · -' - '· · · ·. · . , 
. , .THE BIBLE -.The Scriptures of the Old and .New· Testament 
\vere given by the inspiration of God.and rire our infailible rule . I 

of· faith and practice. · · .. . . . ' ·. · . . · · . ' ... · · . ;:_: 

GOD- There is one living and true God revealed in riat-
• - ' , • ; ,' :· 'j I •; 'o ' ' • ' 

·ure as the Creator; preservor and Righteous' Governor of the 
'Universe; and in Scripture :a-s: Father, Son. and Holy Ghost, 
as one God.infinitely wise and good who'"in aU intelligent crea
tures are supremely to love, adore and obey. . . 

. CHRIST -'- Christ. is God mimffe~t in' th~ f~e~~: . i~ His 
:.divine. nature. truly .God, in. His. human·. nature:, truly' man.,· 
The mediator between God and man, once crucified He ,is now' .. 
risef!. and glorified and is our ever present·Saviour a~d .Lord. 

' . . .. . ·: ( ·.. . ' ~ . 
THE HOLY SCRIPTURES - The Scriptures assigp. the/,. 

Holy Spirit . all the' attributes of· God. :·:. \.'· 

. THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD .;- .Gofl exerciSes , a ··wise . 
and benevolent providence over all beings and ·au things . by 
maintaining the Constituti.on and hiws··af nature. He ~~lso. p~r
form·s special acts of grace, riot otherwise provided for, ·as. the 
highest welfare of man requires. · o.: · · '' 

' '· 

.. THE SINF:ULNESS OF MAN ·Man: w~s 'created 'innocent 
but by his disobedience, fell .into a state ·of sin and :condem
nation. ins posterity, therefore,· inherited a failed . nature.: .9f 
such tendencies. that· all who, come to years of accountability: 
sin, and become guilty before GOd.. · · 
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THE WORK OF CHRIST.~ The Son of God, by His incar
nation, life, sufferings, death and resurrection· effected for. all 

· a redemption from sin that is full and free and )s the ground 
of. salvation. 

THE TERMS OF SALVATION- The conditions of salva
tion are : 1: Repentance or sincere sorrow for sin· and· hearty 
renunciation of it. · 2. Faith, or the unreserved commital to 
one's self to Christ as Savior. and LOrd, with purpose· to love 
and obey him in all things. !D. the exercise of saving faith the 
soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit, freed from the dominion 
of sin and becomes a child of God. 3. · Continuance in faith 
imd obedience until death. . 

ELECrrON ,.-- God determined from . · the beginning to 
save all who. should comply with the conditions of salvation. 
Hence by faith in Christ men .. become His elect. 

FREEDoM OF WILL - The human will is free _and 
self controlled, having power to yield to the ,influence of the 
truth and the Spirit to live, or to resist them and perish. 

SALVATION FREE - God desires the salvation of all, 
the Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and 

whomsoever will 'may come and take of the water of Life free
ly. 

PE~SERV ANCE - All believers of Christ, . who through 
grace, preserve in holiness to the end of life, have promise of 

/ eternal salvation. 
. i . . 

GOSPEL ORDINANCE 

BAPTISM, or. th~ immersion of believers in water, and 
the LORD'S SUPPER, are ordinances· to be ·perpetuated un

der the Gospel. FEET WASillNG, an ordinance teaching hu

mility, or universal obligation,· and to be administered ·to all 

true believers. 

THE CHRISTIAN, SABBATH :_ The divine law requires 

that one . day in seven be set aside from secular employ
ments and amusements, for· rest, worship, holy works, and 

activities, and for personal communication with God. 
, 

WAR -War destroys the lives of the innocent, and is 
contrary to the New Testament, th'erefore, we\ are opposed to 

war. 
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RESURRECfiON,'. JUDGMENT,· AND FINAL RETRffiU-
. TION .:__.The Scriptures teach the resurrection of . all men at 
the last day. They that have done good will come forth to the 
resurrection of life, and they- that have done ·evil unto the· re

. surrection of damri:Hion; then the wtcked shall,. '-'go away· into. 
eternal puz:tishment, but, the righteous to etE;rnal 'me." ' 

FREEWILL BAPTIST CHUR~H C~VENANT. 

Hc{ving· 'given ourselves to. G~d by faith in Christ, and 
adopted the Word of GOd as our ~ule of faith and practice, we 
now give ourselves to' one another ·by. the will of God ili 

·this. solemn: covenant. We promise by His grace' to love and 
obey Him ·in.all things to avoid the appearance ·of evil; to ab
stafn· from all sinful amusements and 'unholy conformity. to 
the world, ~from all, sanction of the· use· and sale of in toxicat-

.. ing- beverages, and to "provide things honest in the sight of 
I , • t , .. 

· a~l.men." · , . ' ~ 

\\;e agree'faithful(v.!to discharge our obliga~ions in refer
ence to· the study of the Scriptures, secret prayer, family de
votions. and social worship; az:td; by self-denial, faith and good 
works endeavor to "grow in grace and the knowledge of our 

. I • . 
Lord and ~avior, ,Jesus. Christ." 

We will riot forsake the assembling· of ourselves together· 
for church conferences, . public worship, and _the observances 
of the ordinances of. the Gospel;· nor fail· to pay according 'to 

. \ our 'ability for the support of the chur~h .. of its. poor, and . all 
. its benevolent work ,: . · • · 

' i 
,_ 

-_We agree to accept-christian admonition and reproof with 
meekness, and'to watch over one another in love endeavoring 
to "KEEP THE UNITY· OF TIIE SPIRIT," in the 1 bonds of 1 

peace, to b~ careful of one ·another's happiness and repurat
ion, and seek to strengthen the' weak, encourage the afflicted, 
admonish the erring, as far 'as we are able,' promote the suc-
cess. of the Church and of the Gospel._ • · · . ·~ '~ . . 

We will ev~rywhere hold Christian' prindple sacred imd / -
Christian obligati~ns . and enterprises supreme; countin~ it 
otir chief business in .life to extend the 'influence :or Christ in . -
society, constantly ·praying ·and toiling ithat the Kingdom .of · 
G'Od rna~ ~o~e. and His' will be done on earth ~sit is in Heaven .. 

I '. 
- . 
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To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of. edu
cational and denominational enterprises, the support of mis
sions, the success of Sunday Schools, and evangelistic efforts 
for the salvation of the_ world. And may the God of Peace 
sanctify us wholly and preserve us blameless unto the coming 
of our Lo~d Jesus Christ. 

REPORT OF STATISTICIAN ·· FROl\1 JULY 1, 1956 

. TO ·'JUNE SO, 195'7 
; 

No. of churches reporting ................................. ·--·-··· 21 

No. of churches, July 1, 1956 ......... _ ...... ---~------.. - 24 
Churches reed. July 1, 1956 to June 30;' 1957 ............ 2 

No. of churches disbanded ..... : ......... .:. .................. ~--· 0 · 
Total No. of churches June 30, 1957 ................ ~ .. - ...... 26 . 
·State of Religion ....... ~ .............................................. , .. ~ 
Membership July 1, 1956 .................................. : ......... 1342....,_ 
Members reed. July 1; 1956 to Jime 30, 1957 ............ 76 

Number baptized ........................................................... - .. 46 

Number dismissed by letter ............... : ..... ~-............ - 23 · 
Number excluded ~ ....................... : .......... _ ................. _....... 8 
Number deceased ...................................................... ·........... 6 

Resident members ..................... , .................................. 1038 
I 

' Non-resident members .................................................... 439 

T9tal membership June 30, 1957 ............................ 1477 

No. of Tithers ..................................... ~ ....................... _ ...... 34 
No. of Prayer meetings ................................... , .............. 10 

Condition of Prayer ~~etings ......................... : ...... ·Good 

No. of Leagues ............................... ;-~·--·,------------------· 3 
. Condition of Leagues 
League Membership 
:&umber of Auxiliaries 
Condition of Auxiliary 

.: .. : ..................... , ....................... .::. Good 

.......... ~ .................................. ~-----· 120 
.................................................... 3. 

.. : ............................................. Good 
Membership of Auxiliary 

\ 

Number of Sunday Schools . \ 

Condition of· Sunday School 

' . 
--------··-:-··------:·-'---·-----~··-· 40 

....................................... _ .. 19 

.................................... Good 
Enrollment in Sunday School .... : .. :............................ 760 

Number of Officers ................................. -...................... 51 

No. of Teachers .............................................................. 90 
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·No.- ~f Ordained Ministers • ...... : ............ : ... ~ ...... -.:-·.--··· 26~ 
No. of Licensed Ministe~s ~--···:.: ______ :_ __________ ~ .. .::. 2 
No. of· Ordained. Deacons .. : .. ___ .... _..:..-:. ............ _ .. _____ ,., ____ 69 

' ' ''. 

' .j t.i 
. Value. of Church.Property .· ·--~---···--·-············.:.· $ 53,800.00 

· Amount paid pastors ·······-··-·-··-··-··-··-·····-···-··· 10,417.49 
~984.55 /Amount for·Evangelistic work ·, .::_ .................. 2:..~---· 

Amount for Building and repair · ···············-··-··· 9,298.59 
Affiount for' Incidentals . ' ···---:..~ . .:. ... : ... :., ... -.... ~.: .... - · 935.01 

Amount for Missions ···-··················--····-··-··-········· , 441.95 
I HOME ...... :~ .... _: _______ ;_·-·········-··:.: ............ ; .... ___ ;. 25S.64 ' . 

I . ]fOREIGN . . ........... :~~ .. .:. .. _: .. ; .. _.: ... : ......... :_ .. :.: ___ :_ 186.31 

-· 

',.t 

Amount for ·Education ·······-······-··-····-············--·--· · 300.20 
. Amount for Orphanage ·············-~·-··-··-··········--·····- ' · 103.M 
~ount for Youth Camp ·. ···-··················-··-··-·····-·· · 71.50 
Amount for Cooperati vt; ·Fund ···············-···········--~--- 5i9.so 
AmoUnt of Unified Fund ·~ -~---·---~ .. -.:..:~:._: ____ :.~ .. : 17.65 

Amo~nt for- Ministers . ···:······,····,--·-·-~··-··-.,-·~:--····: '58.70. 
Cave Spi-ings Associa,tion .. : .... ·-·---~--~·:···-··: .... :.: .... ____ 98.79 · 

No. _ChUrches without.pastor . ·······-······-··-··-··-······· ·1 

-· 

' .... 
• 

·, 

MODERATOR, Keith Johnson, . 
• 1 717 Woo4iand,. West Pia~. Mo: 

! 

CLERK, ~- .W. ~ngvMyrtl~, Mo: 
i' 

STATISTICIAN, Ho~ard Bell, Alton, Mo.. I. 
''~ ' I ' ,.. 

··- -·· ., ·-
. !· -,. 

\ 

:·· 

.. -· 

. ·'' 

;...::• 

'· 
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Statistica~ Table of Cave Springs Yearly Meeting of Freewill Baptist Churches 

.... ~ 

CHURCHES 

ALTON ..................... ; .. 
BAILEY CHAPEL .. .. 
BETHANY ............... . 
BETHEL ..... : ............ ~. 
CAVE SPRING ....... .. 
CLIFTON ............ : ..... ; .. 
COTTON CREEK .... . 
DIALS CREEK ...... ;. 
DRY CREEK ............ .. 
GARFIELD .............. .. 

LEBANON FIRST .. . 
MT. ZION ............... . 
MILL CREEK .......... .. 
NORMAN .................. .. 
OAK GROVE .......... .. 
PLEASANT HILL ... . 
PLEASANT. RIDGE .. 
PLEASANT V .ALLEY 
ROYAL OM-> : ..... : ... .. 
SHILOH .................... .. 
PINEY .... ;_,:. ......... , .... . 

SMYRNA ...... : ............ . 
. THAYER ;.:., .. : ........ ; .. .. 
WALNUT GROVE .. .. 
WILDERNESS .......... .. 

_. 

P~sto~s a_nd Address 

f;;r ·. co.;i"ing. Year 

'cle~ks ~ames and Address 
: ri-' I or Coming Y e_ar 

C. A.• Dodson, Alton; Mo. · Barbara James, Alton, Mo. 
Joe Sisk, :Myrtle, Mo. Ruth jlolman, Alton, Mo. -:-

·. · · · . Tern Crawford, Myrtle, Mo. 
Keith John.On, West Plains, Mo. Mrs. James Dotson, West Plains 
. Virgil Blankenship,· Alton, _j\io. .Dollie Combs, Alton, Mo. 
E~nest Harding, 'l;'liomasville, ~o. 'N<fva Cobl~, Thayer, Mo. 
Btlly Rogers, Thayer, Mo.. . Ra~lid:,Coml,Js, Myrtle, Mo. 
Meril Shaw, West Plairis, Mo: Ludlle Jenkins,· MyJ;tle, Mo.· . - - ~.,.' -· -;- - ,._ - . ·--- -~~- . " - . ' -

Davie'N. Combs, Couch, Mo. 
F. D. Johnson, Lebanon, Mo. 
Millard. Ehrhardt, Thayer,_,-Mo. 
Chesley R. Hill, Myrtle,_ Mo. ·i;. 
E. E. Simpson;. Alton~ Mo •• · 
E. E. Simpson!. Alton~ Mo. 

s\im .• J ob~son, ~'Alton; . Mo. 

Jesse Diinki~, . Myrtle, Mo: 
Ernest. Harding, Thomasville, Mo 
Ernest Harding Thomasville, l}l:o 

I. E. Vaugh'!, Alton, ·Mo. "' 
Harry Beatty; Thayer, Mo. 
Billy Rogers 

Virgil Blankenship, Alton, Mo. 

li. w. \Vetzel, Cooch, Mo. 
Gladys Montgomery, Lebanon 
Jettie Bowers, Thayer; Mo. ':. .. 
Mrs Geo. Brown, Myrtle, Mo. 
Clara Harper, Thayer, Mo. . 
Fr~da ·.Sisco, Thayer, _Mo., ' 

Agne;. Iiarr, Alton, Mo. · (. 
Ollie Todd, Mam. Spring, Ark. 
Gene Braswell, Alton;· Mo. 
Elizabeth Holmes, Thayer, Mo 
Georgia Crowder, Couch, Mo. 
Betsy Cortee, Alton, Mo. 
Lorene Pohnert, Thayer, Mo.' 
Bertha Brewer, Myrtle, Mo. 
Eulah Neal, Fremont, Mo. 

·z 
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481 lSI 91 21 :A ...... ( ...... I 631full 

671 331. 1( ..• ::.1 . 2( ...... 1 ...... (1001 3 
33( 171 1( ...... ( ll 1( ...... ( SOl 3 
28( ...... ( 7f ...... ( ...... j ...... j ...... ( 28(full 
151 181 ...... 1 ...... 1 ...... ( ... : .. 1 11 331 2 
ili ··:2( ..... :t:.:.:'.l .... ::t ... : .. ) ...... j 13)1 3 
HI 23( 51. 21 2( ...... ( ...... ( 781121 
601 tol·ut 181 ...... 1 ...... 1 ...... 1 1012 4 
.: .. 1 ...... ( .... ::1 .. :·.:.1 ..... :1 ...... 1 ...... 1 .. : ... 1 .... .. 
671 211 51 41 ...... 1 ...... 1 ...... 1 88) ..... ~ 
561 281 41 ...... ( ...... 1 ...... 1 11 83lfull 
821 271 141 Sl ...... l ...... j ...... l109l .... :. 
8SI 591 21 ...... 1 2( ...... ( ...... 1144-lfull 
471 261 ...... ( ...... 1 11 ...... ( 21 7311 3 
221 11. ..... 1 11 11 ...... J ...... I. 2912 4 
.. .. ( ...... ( ...... ( ...... ( ...... ( ...... 1 ...... ( ...... ( .... .: 
621 431 91 71 2l ...... l ...... uosJ ..... : 
151 20( ...... ( ...... ( ...... ( ...... ( ...... 1 3512 4 
381 431 21 11 31 1( ...... 1 8112 f 
2SI 8( ...... ( ...... ( ...... ( ...... 1---1 331 3 
281 l!J ...... ( ...... ( ...... I ...... f ll 391 1 
671 321 31 ll 1( ...... 1 21 9911 l 
811 81 81 71 21 6( ...... 1 89lfull 
461 42( ...... ( ...... 1 1( ...... 1 ...... 1 881 4 
301 20( ...... ( ...... ( ...... ( ...... 1 II 50( ... _ 
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Harry Beatty------------ 11451 20,0001 8j 7I26I2795.00I·4Ialll 71 8 
Virgil Blankenship .. 31 71 3,0781----1 11141 329.501 91571----1--:c 
C. R. Bryan ----1----1------------1----1----1----1-------------l----1----1----1---' 
A. R. Campbell --------- ----1----1------------1----1----1----1------------1----1-- -1----1 .. :: 
Davie N. Combs ...... 11201 4,0001 51111 71 500.001 2laiii 11- ~ 

·Willie· Combs ., ........... ----1----1------------1----1----1----1------------1----i----l----1-;.'._ 
H. C. Crase ............... ----1----1------------1----1----1----1------------1----i ---1----1-·--
Roy Crook .................. ----1----1 ------------1----1----1----1------------1----1----1----1---.: 
c. A. Dodson ........... 11----1 1,0001 61 21 51 690.341 2jaii! 31 ·8 · 
Jesse H. Dunkin........ 11201 1,0001 11----1 31 108.771 ,4laiiJ .... j .. _:~ 

_·.Millard Ehrhardt ..... 11141 1200.1141 41 81 670.561 7jallj 21 1 
Herman Garrison ..... ----1----1 ........... -J: .. r:r .. l------------r .. :.j .. :.j .... f .. 
Earnest Harding ....... 11 21 6,4901 31 .. --1101 637.84j .... Jalll 11 .. ~: 
Chesley R. Hill ......... ----1----1------------1----1----l----1------------1----1- --1----1-.:. 
Elmer Hodges .. : ....... ----1----1 461----1----1----1----: ....... J 51 21----1---
E. E. Hollis................ 11301 5001 21 5j 81 102.841 4jaiiJ .... I .. ;. 
S. D. Johnson ............ 21 61 ............ 1 71 31 91 624.271 31471----1.: .. 
~ei~h _Johnson ... ;:------ 31121 12,000I10J 11 31 579.091 6I100I1J_::~ 
Fm1s Johnson .... ;...... 11191 ·1,6841 4J .... I 7l2198.11l.. .. jalll 31 -2 
A. L. McGhee ............ ----1----1------'-----1----1----i----! -----------l---1----1----1-.,. 
J. E. Rolen ................. ----1----1------------l----1----1----1------------1----1---:.l .... j .. :: 
Jame~ L. Reed ., ....... ----1----1 ............ 1,---1----1----1 --------,---1----1----1----1-... 
Billy Rogers ------:------- 211001 I 51 21 51 ? 1251 .... 1 21 6 

. Meril Shaw .: ...... .:...... ----1 81 _-. ·uol----1----1----1 ------------1 91 ll----1--~:-
E. E. Simpson ........... · 2110/ 18001 21 21 91 406.431 5jalll 31 · 5 
Joe Sisk ............ ,.......... 21151 ....... : .... 1 11----1----1 183.79j .... j .... J .... I 1 
I. E. Vaughn ............... _ 21201 2000J20I18j28j ? I 5jalll 71 1 
L. R. Wheeler ........... -11 1!. - 2341----1----1----1 60.511 6j20I----1----
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