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MINUTES 
OF THE 

THIRTY-NINTH ANNUAL SESSION 

OF THE 

CENTER ASSOCIATION 

OF 

FREEWILL BAPTISTS 
Convened with CEDAR GROVE CHURCH, O1:.lahoma 
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bPginning on Wednesday 11igh1 before 
the Third Sunday in A ugu1-t, 1933. 
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OFFICERS • 

Earlin HaskiM Modnator 
J N. Caton Assistant Moderntor 
V. Hunt Clerk 
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M.INUTES 
Of the Thirty-ninth Annual Session.of the 

CENTER ASSOCIATION 

The 39th Annual Session of the Center Association of Freewill 
Baptist, met witl,1 Cedar Grove Church We,dnesday night before 
the Second Suni:Jay in September, 1932 introductory sermon 
preached by Bro. J N, Caton 'l'ext Isa 42:1-4. Thursday morning 
.at :1ine o'clock opened by l!iong. Prayer by Bro. E1rlin Hask\nR. 
Assistant Moderator in charge, Bro. J.N. Cat•m, Scripture read­
ing 69th Chapter of Psalms .. 

Thei:ollowing Churcl) ktters read and except,•d and deh>gates 
seated; 

Wilson (formerly Vr.noss) Ewell Girle.v and Elva Gi rlPY dele­
. gates, BF. Girlev deacon. 

McGee: Don Birch and Cora Barker delegates, !?red Barker . . 
deacon, and Edna Buckelew, minister. . 

Knox; Willie Cleghorn and Lillie Price delegates Lee Bil! and 

O.A Clark deacons .. -
Summera Cb11pei; Sist.e1· Exie Haskins delegate, L D. Haskins 

deacon ar,d Earlin Haskin, minister. 

-Yeager; Sisters, Bi,Jl Lusk, I. W. Yandell and Effie Woods 
· delegates, C. M. Lusk lfeacon, I. W, Yandall L V. Woods ministers. 

Culley; J.P. E1rni>.st de!e;!~te, Tr,l_V Barker deacon . 

. McCal]s. Chapel;· Sister M.D. Dendy, Sister Mandy Sanders 
and B, 1yal Sanders dt."'legates, J:.T Heminl!,wi1.v deacon, ,Jess 
Caton mir.ister. 

Non; D P. Pere.v, H M .Merrit,, · C. M. Toilet de!Pgates, E B. 
Ci11sm and Tom Prie3t, de icns,_E E Bri~to\V mi,-ter. 
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Oakman; Sol Caton, Sister Pernie Lillard and Flora Bradam dele­
gates, John Bradam, Jess Berryman, Claud Caton, and Virgil Hunt 
deacons, J.N. Caton and M.L. Caton ministers. 

Ada; Sister McVay, Bell Cooper, and Sister A.nderson, deleirates. 
C.E. Faires, D. McGehee, Am;tin Deaton, J. W. Ragland ministers. 

Sulphur; F.N. Houck delegate, W H. Worstell deacon. 

Picket;·Si.-ster Vada Pharr, Bro Amos Byrd and G.H. Pharr 
delegates. 

Center; Repres<:nted by Boss Dame minister. 

Happyland; Be5Rie Wilson, Ollie r,Iorrison, and Scott Wilson dele­
gates, H.W. Morrison, deacon, Scott Jones, minister. 

Cedar Grove; Sister Akins, Sister Rainbolt Bro. · Cal West, dele­
gates, Eli \\'est and O.F. Akins, deacons.· 

Visiting Brothers and Sisters invited to seat in Cou.ncil. · ~­
Rules of or ltr reai by :Vb hnt-1r 

Election of officers results as follows: 
Rev. Earlin Haskins, Moderator. 

Rev. J.N. Caton, Assitant Moderator. 
V Hunt Clerk. 

Fred Barker, Assistant Clerk and Treasurer. 

New-officers take char1!e. Prayer b7 Bro. J.N, Caton · 

The Moderator appoints the following committee: 

On Divine Service; Cal West, Tom West, and Joe Heminway, 

On Resolutions; H.D. Haskins, Don Berch ~nd Troy Barker, 

On Education and Periodicals; Jess Caton, Lee Hall and Austin 
Deaton. 

On Sunday· Schools; Sister Bell Lusk, Edna Buckelew and B.F, 
,;irley. 

On Obituary; Sister \1cV:1y, Sister Dindy and Bro. 0 r\. Clark. 
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On Temperance; U. M. Lusk, John Bradam and 0. F. Aldn·. 
Preaching at 11 a.m. by Brc'. I. W. Yandell. Text Isa. 42: l••L 
Adjourned to meet at 2:30 p.m. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON 

Met at 2:30 p.m. Moderator in chwl{e. song by class. Scrip­
ture reading 124th Psalm. Prayer b_v L. D. H-1.skins. 

Program com mitte~ on Ministers and Deacon 1. D,1y appoint0 cl ts 

follows. I. W. Yandell, Ed Wes~ and S. W. Morris:Jn. -
Program committee reports, and aftt:>r some d~scussion we ad­

journed to mt?et at 9 a.m. Friday. 

Preaching at night by Austin Deaton fol'owed by E.1rlin 

Haskin Text M:1.tt. 12:28,29. 

FRIDAY MORNING 
Calfed to order by Moderator. Prayer b_y Jess Caton, Les~on 

read from fifth chapter of Galatians. 

The program formerly prepared for Ministers Deacons Day 
taken up and ably discussed. 

Sermon at 11 a.m. by J. W. Ragland, Text Heb. 3:14. Followed 
by Bro. Dunaway. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON 
Moderator rn charge. Sin~ing by class and a prayer by Brother 

Hudson. Scripture readin2" 3rd chapter of James. 

Motion _carried that we suspend regulat· program and take up 
business session. 

Corresponding letter read fi·om Mis~ouri Association. 

Motion carried to receive the letter and to return a delegate 
and letter. Earllo Haskin elected as delegate. 

R·.,ceived report of committee sent to Grotts Gro~ve Church by 
former 5th Sunda.v Meeting 

~lotion 1:r1.1·ri·0 ,I t•> aceept report autJ di<-charg.., eom ·ni• t<i • 



·Receive report of-committee from Pleasant Hill Church of First 
Oklahoma Association commhtea and report accepted. 

_ Motion carried that ,ve withdrtw from the Grotts Grove Church 
and demand the cred.!ntialsof O.G Deskins and if he refuses to surren• 
der them that we advertise them 

Minutes read to Jate and aproved. Moderator apoints Bro.Jess. 
Caton as delegate to First Oklahoma association 

Adjourned unti!l 9 a m, Saturday 

Preaching at night by Edna Buckele\v followed by L. V. Wood· 
Text.Isa 30:15 18 

Saturday Morning 
· Called to order .bv Moderator. Lesson; John 14. Prayer by Joe 
Hemingway._ 

Report of Committee on Education an<l Periodicals. We ur_ge ail of 
our· members, esp2ci,1lly the ministers and deaco~1s to make dili~ent 
and prayerfol study of the Bible anJ its <loctri~1e, and study Histori­
cal Literaiurc pertaining to doctrine of the church of our Lord and 
Savior J~sus Christ and that every member devote a'reasonable por­
tion of their time to the study of Gcd's Word in connection with the 
Articles of Faith c•>~tained in our minutes. · . . · 

We further urge out· members to patronize the Free Will 
Baptist Press, in reading the Free Will Baptists Papers, 

· Jess Caton 
Comm~ttee Austin Deaton 

Lee Hall 
Report received and committee discharged. 

Resolution-Be it resolved h.v tbis Associ:ition that we are. 
nnaltPrabl.v opposed to tne· Modern Holiness Movement as it is 
unscriptural in teaching t~at Sanctification rif the s~ul or Spirit 
i,- Subsequent to and independent of Regeneration. 

• He~olution-Be it resolved that we mak.., the meetin~ a'ate of 
t.bis Associat.ion, Wednl.'sday night beforn the third Sun. in Au~. , 
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,in each year and that this lie permanent. 
· Th~ above Resolution wa-. decided to be an amendem"nt to the 
< 0!1stitutio1 by two th·rds majoritv vote, 

Resolution-Resolved th' Ht when one offers for membership in 
a v church in this As:sociat on hat before fu:ther proc~>ding the 
;\ ticle3 of Faith be read or stated and if tl-ie applic1nt accept!. our 
J\rticl~s of Faith as a rule their faith the church shall act on their 
n pplication. 
:'.Joderator dvrn rfoht to 11ppr int committee to examine Bro. 
~cDtt Jones on doctrine for ordination as minister. 
Cnmmittee: J. W. Ragland, John Bradam, and Jess Berryman 

The 5!-lnding Commiltee on Ministrel . standing reports The 
rep ,r_t is acceoted and com mi, tee discharged. The deacons of our 
difl~rent cburches are to take care of this work . 

. P1:eaching at 11 a.m. by Bro. Bristc,w. Subject Refutation of 
· Millin~lism. ' · · , 

Adjourned to meet at 2:30 p.m. 
SATURDAY AFTERN<JON 

Moderator in charge, after -singing. Scripture nading 12th 
chapter of Romans, Prayer by Bro Fairs 

Motion carried to receive report of I. W. Yandell District 
Evangelist and to retain him in tbi, same position. 

Obituary report: We the committee on obituary mal,e the fol­
lowing report. W a find since ol!_r last meeting that God in his in­
finit~ wisdom has seen fit to call from our midst Sister Emma 
Tryson, Bro. J. iI. Scrog!!ins, Bro. Elmer West, Bro. J. R. Trout 
t--ister Oma Barker, Bro. R. Bess, Bro. A. McGehee, Bro. George 
I ee, Bro. Bill Howard, Sister Hicks, Bro. W: H. Wilson. But we 
h );:>e that our loss is Heavens gain. 

M. E. McVay.· 
Committee M. D. Dendy. 

0. A . . C'ark 
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Report received and committee discharged. 
Sunday School report: We your committee on Sunday School beg 
to make the following report; We believe a Sunday School is one 
of the best ways for a churc h to urge parents to train a child in the 
way it should go. It is one of the great fields in which we may sow 
the Word of God and trust it to bring forth fruit to his names 
Honor and Glory. 

Sunday School ::;tatistics~ 
Church · Attendance 
Ada 30 
Culley 40 
Cedar Grove 72 
Happy land 45 
Knox 30 
McGee 40 
Non 65 
Oakman 60 
Picket 40 
Sulphur 65 
Summers Chapel 40 , · 
McCalls Chapel 60 
Wilson 64 
Yeager 40 · 

Collection 
$30. 

$20 
$20: 
none 
non~ 
$20. 
$30. 
$30. 
$10. 
$25. 
$15. 
$6?, 

$20. 
$12. 

Literature 
F.W.B. 

Union 
Union 
bidle 
Bidle 

· lJnion 
F.W.B. 
Union 
Union 
F.W.B. 
Union 
Union 
Union 
F.W:B. 

Edna Buckelew 
Committee Bell Lusk 

B.F. Girley · 
· Re1)ort received and committee discharged. · 

l\Ioderator is ·voto<l power to appoint dele!!ates to State Association 
Tne following delegates were appointed. Bros. Joe Hemingway, J.N. 
Caton, Tom Priest. Alternates: M.L. Caton, H.M. Merrit and T.L. 
To\let. 

l.\Iotion carried to have five hundred Minutes printed. 
Motion carried to allo,v clerk and assistant. clerk to over see 

· · printing of m;nutes. 
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Resolutions: Resolved, That we recommend all of onr churches 
while attending the association to come and camp together in the 
old time way as much as pos~ible. · ' · 
· ' Resolution-Resolved that we demand a written report from 
each of our ministe1·s who cannot attend the association. 

'fhe next annual meeting of the association shall be held with 
the McGee Church beginning Wednesday night before the 3rd 
Sunday in August i'933 

The first Fifth Sunday Meeting to be held with the· Happy land 
church in Oct. 1932. The 2nd F:fth Sunday meeting to be h·eld 
with the Ada church -in Jan. 1933 1'he 3rd Fiftti Sun. meeting 
to be held with Oakman church in April 1933. · 

Report of Temperance Committee-We the committee on 
temperance wish to report as follows: We believe intemperance 
to be ope of the greatest ·curses to God, the Church_ and to all 
mankind and we .urge all of our members to be temperate in all 
things and to totally abstain from all mtoxicating drinks and 
eve, ything that is again~t the will of God. If we know these 
things happy are we if we do them. 

Committee 
O.F. Akins 
John Bradam· 
C.M. Lusk 

Heport rnceived and committee discharged, . 
Motio:i carried to allow any money that' may be left after our 

minutes are printed to be sent to Shte_Asso. for minute printing 
Our Moderator shall preac'l the introductory sermon followect 

by assistant 'Moderator. 
Program committee appointed for 1st fiqh Sunday meeting. Com-

mittee: Elmer Chandler, Jess Berryman and V. Hunt: , 
Ordination of Scott Jones as minister and Scott Wilson as di-aeon. 
Resolved; That we extend our heartfelt thanks to Cedar Greve 

Church and community for their Christian co-operation and hospital­
ity to us during the sitting of this Association. 

Resolution Committee rep:irt accepted and cvmmittee dischi rged 
1\ Jjourned to meet at the time and place mentioned adovC'. -
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Rev. Earlin Haskins, Moderator. Rev. J.N Caton, 
. Assistant Moderator. V. Hunt, Clerk 

Fred· Barker, Asst. Clerk and Treasurer 
ORDAINED MINISTERS 

Bro. S.D. Chambers, Vanoss, Okla, Bro. D; Hunt, Str:i.tford 
R.F.D. 2; I.W. Yandell, Strntford; W.V. Wood, Strntford, R.F.D. 
4; LV. Wood, Stratford, R.F.D. 4;.F.M. Wood, Stratford, Rf<' D. 
4; W.M. Coggins, Blanchard, Earl in Haskins, Stratford, RF D. 4 
J.D. Uciok, Allen; Jes!,, Cat,,n; Allen; ,J.W. Smithy, Divis; W.G. 
Merrit; Sulphur; Sistel' Edna Bueke\µw, Strntford, R.F.D. 4; Bro 
.J.W. Bivens, O.E. Fairs, Stonewall; D. McGehee,Ada; R B'.D, 5; 
Austin Deaton, Ada, R.D.F. 4; s·ro. McElv~in; .J.W. Ra~la~d AdH, 
West 4th St. A.A. W1ll:ams, Ada; S.R. Rus,-eli, Ada, R.F.D 5; 
Scott Jones, Ada, R 8'. D. 4; J.G. St.01e, Ada, RFD. 1; EE 
Bristow, Gertie; C.H. Chrbtfan, Stuart; T.E. Luster, Sasakwa; 
.J.N. Caton, Ada, R.·F. D. 3; 8uu Fox, Jt'fSP; M.L. Caton, Ada, R.3 
Boss DamP, Ada, R. 5; W,G. B'ields, Asher; C.A.Ramse.v,Suiphut· 

Licentiate-Bro. \Valter B'iel~s, Seminole. 
MINISTl~RS REPORT 

W.G. Fields pastored two churches. !ij,ffi_ Bristow; sermons 25," 
• miles 1600, money · $9.00., funeral,, 1, helped in two revivals and 

taught l3ible Class. I· W .Yandell Dist. Evangelist; Sermons 281, 
·baptisms 56, traveled 4023 mile!,,, held 2 discusions, funerals 4 
married 5, mone.v received $487.26, conv, rsions 110. J.N.Caton 
pastor 1 church, fielped lw 1d 3 meeting~ married 5, held 4 fu,ner­
als. O.E. Fairs: Small ·report on account of nervous breakdown 
preached· 52 sermon;,,, 1 appointm( nt for 2 Sundays, like two 
oth9rs. Austin Deaton; marriages 2; funerals 1, s'ermons 50, miles 
unknown, money none. M.L Cat;:in; 3 regular appointments, ser-. 
moos 50, worked iri 2 meetings.J.W, Ragland; pastored 2 churches 
most of the year, 9,5 sermons, funQrals 5, traveled 500 miles, spent , 
to travel $11,50, married 5, received. $50, J.T. Caton pastored 1 
church, held 1 meeting, conversion 1, money received $1. Earlin 
Haskins traveled 984 miles, 53 sermons; held S meetings, funerals 
1; married 7, babtised 6, pastored 1 church, held 1 appointment 
l'PC'.l'ived $34,97 cash and many other things. Sister Edna 
U1H;l,f'lew: traveled 532 idle;,, preached 21 se1 -
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mom, received $12.50. No other minist_eni reported., 

·cHbRCH STATrs+1cs 
Cedar Grov~; Pa~for, J. N. Cato~; clerJ~. L1ili~l). Vaurrhn, Ada, R. 3 

memters SD recd. I, ·ais. o; died ·2. S: S. ·meinbershi n 75. 

l\kGee; ·Pastor, vmi \Vo~d, cilerk, D01{ Be;ci;,.Stratford, R. 4 
mem; 20, recd. 4, dis.O, died 0, Sunday Sclwo.l me!nbership 40. 

Knox; Boss Dame, pastor; \Villie Ci~gho'rn;:clerk, ·Ada, R. 1, mem. 
40, recd, 0, dis. 0, died o: no Sunday School.. . . . ;_ 

. . . . . . ·:,· . 

. Wilson; Pastor, F. G. Stone, Clerk, Lillie Gurley, Roff, H. 1. mem. 
45, rccd.19, rlis; 0, died 0, Sunday School me1:nlJership. 65. 
Non; Pastor, Rcv._M.·nL '.'.\1cKee;_d\:rk, Fiaiikfer~criNon, mem._108 
recd. H. dis. 2, died 0, Sunday Scliool i~c~b;;~-i~ip.65. 
· Yeager; Pastor, L V. W oo_d, .. _cforl~:: ··if~~·tf; oo'.a;i. Stratfonl, R. 4, 

men1. 58, recd. 3;·dis'. O,.died o,·s~ii1d.1y :st:hqol:.m:.::nbership 40. . . · ... ·': _; ..... : ., .· . . .. ~ .. . 

Sulphur; Pastor, Rev. W, L Wad1lle, cbk; J\.·J;,. ;\Vorstell, Lexing· 
. ton, R. 3, mem 82, ~ec1 i,1, ~Ir~ .. !\did p/~.;Si;l~~~1l)Ct'3hip 63 

McC~ll Ch~pel; Pa~tor,.F.
0 ~i: ·-:vvood, .cl~r.k:,:,iuh~itie Smith, Allcri 

mem 50, recd. O dis. 9, died 0, Sunday'.Sci-i.ooLmembership 60. -. . •··• ·, . . 

· ·Oakman; Pastor> F. l\i ·wood, clerk1:GA1~je;:. 1Lillard, Ada, ~- 3, 
me111. 45, recd. o, dis. 0, died 3, Sunday S~hocil 1n~n1bership 60; · 

. Ada; Pas IM, m I rli ~ H;_~·kins,_.O);f.\;_:,'~\\l:;;:~·:~n\;bton, Ada, M em. 
35 Recd .. 2, Dis. 1 died 2, s.s: 1\.1~~bership,80.. .-

~ •~ ;• I ; • • • ~ < • -~ .~ •: ~ { ': ' 
· O □ I;ey; Pa8tor, l\LL Caton. Clerk, .J,V .. , B.arker.,,Sasalcwa, Mem• 
34 R,cd. 0, Dis. 0, died~ 2, .. s.~~- i\1~0 ~b~rstiii) 40. ·. . . 
· Summers. Chapel; Pastor,· I.W. fc1-;ci~:ll,6;Je~\, 1 L D Hasldns 
Stratf(Jt•d H. 2, 1\.lf-->m., 35, R~ea:, 2,' D\~: 1; tlii:d,' ( S.S. Member-
ship, 40. ,. . , . . 

Picket,; Pa~tor, .J.G: Sto,i·e; Cl~rl'r,.G.H.·,J,.:~·r.1~€..~/,Ada R. 5, Mem., 
60, Recd., b, Di~i 10; died, o; S:8 -Menibersbir, ·10., 

' ~. , .. ·. ! .. 

T:hppylnncl; Pastor·, .J/r. Cato:\ ·c,eri{, Bernie~ And91•son, Ada 
R 4, Mern., 15, Ri:!cd., 0, Dis. 0, died, 0, S.S. Membership 45. 

' 
· Center; No rPpOl't, 
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RU L-'1~S OF ORDER 

1. At everv sitting the· meeting shall be opened and closed with 
prayer by the moderator, or whomsoever he mar request. 

2. All ord .. iined or licensed ministers and ordained deacons in good 
standi;1g in. Center As!!ociat.ion shall be invited to seats in the annual 
Uilsocialion 

- 3. Those who speak shall rise nnd addre:s the 1110derntor. Pcrwnal 
reflections shall be uvoided in all debates. 

4 No motion 'sht!l! be discussed without first ·bein:- seconded. 

5. When a motion has been. made and seconded, the moderator 
. shall ask, "Any di.cussivn or remarks?" If none, the que,:;tio-. shall 

he disposed of as usual. 

. 6. If any J>ropo11ition or motion under dehatc contains twn or more 
points, it shall be divided at the request of any member, and the 
vote taken separately. 

7. Uotions made and lfl3t slnll -not b:! recorded on the minutes 
unleis 0rdered by the party making the motion. 

8. No one ~hall speak more than twice on the same subject without 
· special leave of the moderator .. 

9. All questions ~hall be decided by a majority of members present, 

10. No member shall be absent while in session without leave of 
the moberator, and if ~o, his name shall be left off the minutes. 

11. Minutes shall be-leisurely reatl and corrected if necessary be-
fore the dose of the asso6ation, · 

12 Arrangements shall be made at each session of the association 
for two or more sermons or equivalent devotional exercises during 
each day. ·· 

13. The rules of order shall be distinctly read from the cnai~ im­
mediatdy after the or~anization of the body. 

· '14. Alter ationi may be ma'de in these rules at any re2ular session , 
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CONSTITUTION 

From long experience, we, the memccrs of the Center Association 
being regularly baptized upon the proft:-ssion of faith in Jesus Christ. 
and being convinc,:,d of the necet.sity of a combination of churches to 
ptrpetuate a union and communion among U9, and to preserve and 
m1intain. a C!lrrcsinndt!acc with e.,ch oth-:r. we do therefore ord:1in 
tl:.is constitution forc!ir better associational government, 

ARTICLE 1.-Mcmbership. 
This associati,in i,; compo:;c;d of ordained ministers and deacons, 

with delc;rates chosen by ihe different church~s in our union not 
exceedin;; three Jelegatcs from each church, who upon presenting 
their letters' shall be entitled to seats, 

ARTICLE II. 
Letters from each church to exprc3s their number of fellowship. 

the number ordained and licentiate preachers ,ind their poitoffice 
addresse~; the number uf m~mbers r~ccived up:m ·confcssbn of faith 

· by letter or recommendation, hy re;;toratiun or denominational cho'."' 
ice; an<l' the numb~r dismissed by letter, excluded or died since last 
assoc:iation. · 

ARTICLE III.- Name 
The m~mbus thus chosen and conventd to be denominated the -

Center Association of Free Will Bap!ist, being ct1m,posed of ~undry 
churches in Oklaho:na. 

ARTICLE IV. _:_Officers 
The association to have a moderator, clerk an<l treasurer, who arc­

to be chosen by the suffrage of the member~ present. 

ARTICLE V.-ijcw Churches 
Newlv coni.titutctl churdm; may be admitted into the association, 

which are to petition by letter and delegates; ,md if, upon cxamina. 
tien, they may be recejvcd into the association and given the right 
hand of fel!owship. 

ARTICLE VI. Questions 
No questions from any church shall come under. the conikleratioa 
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Of the association except it ·has first beea discussed in its own clrnrch 
< ,, ·. . . ARTICLE VII - Motioi1S 

. Every mo lion 'mrfrlf and seconded shall come under the considera­
tion: of the associatidi1;: unless. it be· ,withdrnwn by the perwn making it. 

. ... .... 
. ARTICLE VlII.~I\iinutes · · \ 

The assocblfon is.to endeavor to furnish the churches with min­
.. utes of the a33o~i,1tion in Pt'O!)Ortioa to the number of memuers in 

each church; th•~ distributihn' bei:1g at the discretion of the association. 

ARTICLE IX. -Clerk 
· ·It shall be the d~ty ,;f the clerl.c to keep a rc;~uhr_ file of the min­
:utes of the a·ssuciation· 011 a book kept by the association for tlrnt 
purpose. 

. . . . . . ARTICLE X .. :..:. Signatures 
. The minutes of the ass?ciatioi~ sl1all b~ read and corrcckd if need­

ed, and siun?d. by_ tbe moder~ltor fl.nd clerkbefore the clo::e of the 
' association; 

. _:-·ARTICLE X[-Amendments 
Amendment to the co_n:;titution may be made when ncces:at:y by a 

two-thirds m1forit,v. .vote:of the members present. 

Amendment No 1. 
· ,,--:::E:1ch brlbi'ned minister' shall be a mernber of a church in the 

hol!nds of the association, and if he shall hold his letter for a p~riod 
of three months when npportui1itic,s afford him, he shall surrender 
his crttlentin!s to -the quarterly .or yearly meeting 

,,·,.··, . .'· ':', . . 

· Amendme1it No. 2. 
· 'l'b~ meeting <la tc of this. association shall be \1/ednesuay night. be­
fore the thifd Su{-i.da/ in August of each year. 

' ,. ' . \ •. ·. ~ : ' . . .- .· . . . 

• . ARTiCI)~S- OF FAITH-ARTICLE I. 
,, Vic ·believe i°n the true and living God, the Father, Son, and Holy 
, Gh<;st; and thes~ three arc cq ual in divine essen~e, power and gory 

Rorn. 2:30; John 1:1 
ARTICLE II.-Tlie Bible ' 

The Se.ri 11tu, e~ c-f tbe 01d and New Testaments were given by 
the inf:piratiun -of God, and are our infallible rule of faith anu 
practic~. 



AR"rIOLE III.-The F11ll 
Section 1. We believe God created man good and ~ave him 

holy -commandments, whereby he should live holy, but the man 
voluntarly disobeyed the commandmentii of God, transgressed 
the law and fell uncier the just condemnation of the same; wher1,-
by all mankind are sinners, not by constraint, but by choice~ · 

Section 2. Being partakers or the sinful nature atta.ined by 
the fall; 

Section 3. And that man is unable to save himselt \Vith his own-• 
J,ower; but we see .Jel!lu8, b.v the suffering of death, crowned 
with glory, that he, by the grace or God, tasted for every man, 
Gen. 1;31 Heb. 2;8. 

ARTICLE IV. -Pardon . 
· Section 1. We believe that Obrist by b!s death, suffering and 
resurrection, purchased our pardon. 

Sec. 2. And offers it freely to alt mankind upon the principles 
of "repentance toward God and faith in the Lord'Jeius Ohris-t. II 

Sec, 3, He oowcornmand!i all men everywhere ·tci'rch>enf there­
f9re he sayeth, "Look unto me and be saved all \he ends\i the 
earth, for I am God, and there be none else." Matt.' 4:17; lsaiah 
45:22· Acts 20:21· 17:80; · ;-:"• ,~. -···-·• ' '· . - ., ... ~- .: ·: ,: ·,.. . : .. ' . ,, 

Section 4. He bids us freely to come, and nothing):fre~ents "the 
salvation of any, hut· their own stubbo_rn rebellion and sinful 
refusal to ~ome. 1 Oor, 12:3; Epli. 3:7; Rev. 22:17. · : • _;:• .-,; 

ARTICLE V.-Regi:>neration 
~ . . . . . ' .,,_ 

We believe that adult oerson!! mu51t -be regenerated arid born 
of the Spirit of God if they inherit eternal Ii fe. John 3:3;- Ro-ri:i°an's 

· 5:1-18. ' > 

. ARTIULEVI~lafants 
We believe infants and idiots are saved __ up•in the mercie,i ot 

the Son of God. John 4:11; Mark 10:44; Luke 18:16. 

ARTICLE VIL-Apostasy 
We believe that all Chri~ti:10:i should peri3erve iri gr!.Ce.and·,be 

faithful to the end if they inherit e-:.erwil li!e, ''F.,r bleiied-ar·e 
they that do hi;i corn mandments, that they mnr h;i,ve a rigtit to 
ttrn tree of life and enter iri throuflh the 2ate~ into the city.,; ·Rev. 
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22:14; Gal. 5:4; Heb. -12:14; Jas 5:19~20. 

AR'l'ICLE V 1 IL-Baptism Mode 
We believe.that baptism by emersion is the apostolic mode. 

even the bul'ial of believers in wder; and that Christ, who is our li­
fe showed bis humble example to his children, and bids us to walk 
therein. Matt. 8:16; 28:10; John 8:22; Rom. 6:4-5. ( L'1tin, to phrn­
ge, to sub· me~ge, "baptizo";.Greek, to dip. "baptisma''; Greek, 

a dipping "baption"; Greek, to wash, to dip.) 

ARTICLE IX_-Ministry Call 
We believe that. God, in his i:oodness, displRys his power of 

~race in a great del{ree in calling and qua.lH.ving his servants h.v 
the teaching of the Holy G:ho3t and by the instruction of his 
blessed word to go for_th and p!'Oclaim life and salvation. 

· ARTICLE X.-Commandments 

,We believe that baptism, and theL'lrd's supper, and the wash­
ing of the saint's feet, and ·keeping the Lord's da.v holy, arid ab­
stain from all.worldly lust and carnal cares: and to a.;;sem he) ou{-. 
selve; togeth~r, is an ornament which prepares und beautifies 
the aoldiers -ofthe cross to morch onward in the army of the 
Lord,: Matt. 26:28; John 13:4-5. 

ARTICLE XI.-Baptisnial Right 
Section 1; We believe that none have the ri~ht to b 1p"is m, only 

those who ha•e obtained a living hope in the Lord Jesu.-. Christ,. 
Section 2. And none have the right to admiaister the same, only 

. tpose who are called of God and have come under th~ hands of 

. the. presbytery of elders. _ 
Se_ction 8. And we shall receive none other. Matt, 8:13;1'itus 1:5 

Actl4;23. 
_ AR rICLE XII.-Lord's Supper-Duty 

We believe it the ~uty of eacli'church to assemble themselves to­
~t·tlPr once a month, and that it is the duty of the pastor of the 
ehurch, when se-ttin1' the Lord's :upper and washing the saints' feet 
to invite all Cnristians~ Heb. 10:21; Cor. 11:27,28. · 

ARTICLE XIII.-Wo_man's privilege_, 
;_:W c be:ieve _the· Bible teaches worn m's privilege to preach the ;os-
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peJ. Judge 4:4; 2 Kings 22:14; Luke 2:36,37; .Matt. 28:7,8; Mark 16:7 
Luke 20:10; Acts 21.9; Rom. 16:12; Acts2:17,18. 

. ARTICLE XIV.-Fornication 
We believe that nothing but death and fornication gives a lawful 

right to a &econd marriage, and a second marriage uuder divor~e 
for any other CL\UiP. than fornication is sin as long H conti.nued in .. 
Matt. 19:3-10; 5:32: Luke 16:18; Mark 10:11,12; Rom. 7:1-3; Cur. 7: 

. 10,11; Prov.5:19,20; Mal. 2:14•17. 
AR1'ICLE XV -Resurrection 

· Section l. We believe rn the' resurrection of all the dead;_both 
just and the unjust. 

Section 2. 1'he r~surrection of the just to glory and immortality 
in the presence of god. - · 

Section 3. And the unjust to everiasting shame and banishment, 
from ,the presence of God. Matt. 25:31;32; 1 Cur. 15:42·45;. 1 Thei. 

· 1:4-11; Rev. 20:10; Job 19:26 
CHURCH COVENANT . . 

Having given ourselves to God, by faith in Christ, and adopted the 
Word of God as·our rule of faith and pracic~. we now give ourselves to 
one anothr-r by the will ofGod in this solemn covenant. We promise 
by his grace to love and obey him in all thihgs, to avoU all app~urance 
of evil, to abstain from all sinful amusements and un~oly conformity 
to the world, from all ~anction of the use ·and sale o( intoxicati1i~f bev­
erages, and to 'provide things hon Est in the sight of all men.'' · -

We agree faithfully to discharge onr obligations in rdcrence to the 
study of the Scriptures, secret prayer,. family devotions, and social 
worship; and by selfdeni1:1I, faith, and good . works endeavor to:"grow 
in grace and the knowledge dour Lord and Savior.Jesus Christ;" We 
will not forget the ~ss~mbling (}f ourselves together for church con­
ference~, put:lic worship, and the ordinances of the _,,Gospel, nor 'fail to 
_pay accordin(! to our ability for the support of the church, of its poor, 

, - and all its benevolent \York. w~ a~ree to accipt C;uistian admonition 
and reproof with meekness, and to watch over' one another in love, 
endeavoring to "keep the_ unit.v of the Spirit" in the bond.s of. peace, 
to be careful of one IHI( thers happiness and reputa1ioi1, and tu seek to 

· strengthen the, weak, encoui-age the afilkted, admonish the erring, end 
as for as we are able promote the success of the ctrnr.:h and ofthe, 
Gosrtl. YI e . \\ ill evers \\ htH hold Christian rriuc:iple sacred and 



Minutes of the Center Association 

1 • Ctirrstian obligations and enterprises supreme; counting it our chirf 
business in life to extend the influence of Christ in society; const,mtly 

1;; ·P.raY.i[lR and toiling that the Kmgdom of God may come, and his will 
be done on Farth as it is in Heaven. 

: To this .end ~e agree toJabor for the promotion of educational and 
denominationaLf'nterprises, the support of missions, the success of 
Sabbath schools, and evangelistic efforts for the salvation of the soul,;, 
and the conversion of the world, And may the God of peace sanctify 
us .,whp!b:. and preserve us blameless uuto. the comic1g of our Lord 
J.eS\1S Christ. . 

FORM .OF CHuRCH LETTER TO ASSOCIATION 

•... : ........................ ·-·-·········_-·_···-·········-·······-·-··- County, Oklahoma, We, 
th• Free Will Baptist Church of Christ aL ......... : ........ ·-·-···· ..... ·······-·:.-
Chtfrch; to the Cenccr Association, comp;x,ed of Free Wiil Bapti3ts 
assembled ,vith ............................................................ ··- ··········- of 
···.····· ............................................................................... \Ve send ·as 

deleia~es from our church Bros. ·············~·····~···················~·······~··········~· 
-~- - _· ;~1 ~:._: -·----------·-·---. ----·----------- .. ·----·-.. -----· .......................................... --.......................... .. 

t .. "'; .. :: ; ,,• ... ·--------·------------··--···-·-· ................................................................... --c...-............................... . 
· w hdm ,ve pray yo11 io receive to aid in ~'our deliberation. 
: (~aa: ftill statistic~l reports J Done in church crnference . 
. ·.':.:·,::. ·.:':, \/ .. :· ·:· · .. :. ·•· .... ''. · ... · ... ··············-················-········-· . .193..- ········· . 

'\•., . 

, ................... ~ .......... '..,~'.: .... _ .. _ ...... ,,.....-~------····'-···Moderator 
.::~:,: 'P\ir; ,·.·: >~:,-·;,~ ,- ' : . , .· · ·~ ·· ·-· •. ···· ··- .. ··-··· ...... , ... Clerk . 

··ci:·,::·· ,,.· ·;l(;;,:,:-:;·,w, :':hLETTER OF DISMISSION 
•,. w tbis:is to certify that: ... ~ .. ;.; .... ':.-~··········"··-·- ...................... ~ ....... , ... . 
Js ~t.: mem her in- good standing of the Free will Baptist Church of 
Ch,ri~k,?t .. ··-··~··-· .. ····:--.. ·········· . -:-- .. .::. ......................... . 
and .. as st1ch we recommend him (or her) to the fellowship of God's 

:.pr.,rpl~,;:~nd is ,lismisseq from .. us when joined to another churcl,. 
D.mi; i\1:church ·.conference,-·-················ ·····················-,i93 .••.••• _ · 
.~ ··:,·····.··········-· · ···-··· · ............... ·····-·-················ · ................................. , Pastor 
-·.~.:. ··••••••••• .••···:v .• · · •••• · •••••••••••••••• P. o. ----...,..--·•·-·········-
, .. <1 unty, .Okl~homa. 
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