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MINUTES 
.OF THE :> 

Central ·Texas Freewill._ 

Baptist . Association. 
The Central Texas Free Baptist Association met with J3right 

Light Church' in Brazos County, Texas on Thursday. njg1:.f, ·Oct. 
rst 1908. I The Introductory Sermon was preached by. Rev. D. C. 
Hargrove, Text, Matt. 19: 27, "Behold, we have forsaken all, 
and follO\ved thee." · 

At 9 o'clock p. m. the Associatian was called to order by 
Clerk, J. L. Payne, and Rev. D. C Hargrove was elected moder­

ator, Rev. John Swanwick, assistant moderator and.Bro. ·Roland 
Spiller, assistant clerk for the ensuing session. 

On motion the moderator appointed the following as a commit­
tee on pulpit supply: M. G. Bi1chanan., \Vm. Goen and C. T. 
Rogers. 

Association adjourned to meet at 8 : 30 a. m. Friday. 

FlUDA Y MORNING SESSION. · 

Session called to order with song. Scripture lesson 15th Psalm 
and prayer by· Rev. \V. T. \VooJ, he qeing the olde?t minister 

.. present. . 
On motion the body was permanently organized, and.the modera­

tor appointed T. A. Searcy, Vv. N. Crenshaw and Jolm.Swamvick _ 
as a committee on commttees. 

Letters_ from the Quartery· Meetings, which compose the Cen­
tral Texas Free B~ptist Association, were read and received and 
delegates seated. 

The question, '''.Vhy did I come to this association," was ask­
ed and answered by almost every one present with much interest·. 

Com;nittee on pulpit supply reported that W. H. Hunter would 
preach. Association adjourned for preaching. 
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FRIDAY EVENING SESSION. 

Met at 1 : 30 t>, m. Song service mid prayer by J. P. Gilpin. 
The follO\ving report was read and adopted: We, your com­

mit_tee on committees;' submit the 'foilbwing partial report: We 
would respectfully rec~mmend_ the f9llowing committees : 

On Temperance-J. S. _Harrbon, 'Roland Spiller; Wm. Bell. 
On Sunday School-S. T. Thomas, J. L. Payne and J. P. 

Gilpin~ _ . 
On Obituaries-W. R. Foster, Mrs },1.. S. Free~an and Mrs 

Alice Conley. 
Ou Standing· of Ministry-John Henry, W; R. _. Goen and 

'Walter Lowry. · 
On Condition of Churches-D. C.- Hargrove, W. T. \Vood a11d· 

Chas. Rogers. 
On Home ·Missions-M. G. Buchanan, ·A. ·\V, Mays·andJ. 

v.,r. · Poteet. · 
On Foreign Missions-Mrf>. Barrow, Henry Hunfor ·and Henry 

Hardin. 
On · Fin~uce-John S\vanwick, Charles Turner and Will 

Leighman. 
On Resol~tions~Mrs. Florence Turner, Miss Viola Payne. 

Miss Lena Searcy · and Miss Lena Gilpin . 
On Education-D. C. Hargrove, J. S. Harrison, J. L. Edge. 

Respectfully submitted, 
T. A. Searcy, 
\\!. N. Crenshaw, 
John· 8wanwick. 

The program, ·\vhicldtJ.d been arranged by the Program ~0111-

metfoc, was :taken up'and the various subjects discu·ssed until 
S p. m., when on motion the meeting adjourned to meet Saturday 
moming-at·s·: .:30 a. ·m. ·Preaching _at night ·by ··Rev. ·A. 
\V. · Mays. 

SA TURD AV MORNtNG. SESSION. 

Association ,vas called ·to order·with song and· Scripture lesson, 
part of 5th chapte_r of 2 Cor. Prayer ·by Rev. D. C. ·Havgrove. 

At this•hour·'a comnumication, which was highly appreciated, 
was·receh"e<l from · Bro. ·J. J. Tatum and on motion, was ordered 
replied ·to with expfe:;sions of appreciation from the body. The 



program was again resumed and dispo!3ed of in the fore110011. 
· Motion· adopted that the .treasurer collect as many of the un- , 

paid pledges .as he· can conveniently, and then turn the remainder 
over to the different :past~rs for ·collectio1;1. . 

Motion to adjourn for preaching servke.· Preaching by Rev .. 
\\T. N. Cretishaw. . . . . 

•. . • -'Y 

... • AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Meeting,called to order with song aud prayer. Reports of com­
mittees:: were ·then read, discussed and adopted. See , reports. 

· Rev ... T~· A .. Searcy'. was unanimously elected to fill the unexpir­
ed 'terni of Rev, J. · J, Tatum ·as a member of the orqaining 
com~cil. · · · _ 

Ri:!\.•. S .. 1.'. Thomas' time as a member of the council having . 
expl;ed, Rev. A. W. Mays was elected to fill the. vacancy. · · 

J. P. Gilpin -.vas 1.mani_mously elected to succeed himself as a 
member of the Home Mission . Board. 

The Association appointed as delegates to the Southwestern 
Convend~n, Rev. John Swati-.vick from the Brazos County Quar­
terly Meeting and Rev. D. C. Hargrove from the Plainview 
Quarterly ?-foeting, the Quarterly Meeting ·to help defray 
expenses. 

On motiot~ minutes were to be published in pamphlet form, 
each cht;rch requested to pay one dollar toward paying. for publi. 
lication of same. 

On motion Rev. John Swanwick was appointed to assist clerk 
with minutes. .. '.. . 

Motion_adopted that T. A. Searcy, A. \V. Mays and J. S. Har-
rison be _a committee to arrange program for next annual session 
of this Association. 

By request of the. Bra7:os ~o. Quarterly Meeting Bro. Roland 
Spiller was granted license_ t? preach the gospel. 

:rviotion adopted that.examination be public. 
On motion meeting adjou~1~ed, subject to.call of the chair. 
Preaching at night by Rev. S. T. Thomas. 
After preaching service service the '.Associatiou was called in 

conference again by the moderator. The ord3ining c:otmcil being . 
ready to report, the report was read a11d adopted. 

We, your Ordaining Council heg leave to report-that, subject 
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to request of Union Hill Church we ·have examined Bro. Roland 
Spiller for license, and find -him sound in Free Baptist faith, and 
we recommend him to our body,. requesting that YOll:· grant him 
priniary ·license_-f'Or. one _year. . -- ... 

Respectfully _submitted, 
D. C. · Hargroye_, 
T. A. Searcy, 

.- A. W. Mays; 
An offering amottnting to $6. II- was taken for : missions. 
Association · adjourned to meet---with Spring Hill ·Churc.h -in 

Grimes County, Texas on Thursday night before the 4th Sunday 
in ·octQber, 19091 Rev, A. W. Mays to preach the introauctory 
sermon. Minititer's Co1ifere11ce will begin on \Vednesday night. 

D. C, Hargrove, Moderat~r, 
J. L. Payne, Clerk. 

SUNDAY. 
Preaching at II 9'clock b;··- Re,·. · T. ~- Ferguson. 

. Ministers' Conf ere nee. 
Th!.! Ministers' Conference was organized at Bright Light Oct. 

1st, 1908. Rev. 'r. A. Searcy was chosen moderator, Rev. John 
Swauwick, clerk. 

'!'he membership is composed· of all the ministers of this 
Central ~;;is freewill - Ba1-;tist ~~socia~oll·, Revs. v.r. 
T. \Vood, T._ A. Searcy·, A. W. Mays, Jno. Swauwick, D. C. 
Hargrove, S. 'r. Thomas, Hy, - Hunter, R. L. Spiller, W. N. 
Crenshaw, were present. 

A few things considered were : The Office and Duties of a 
Deacon. How to encourage your ~en in the Ministry. The 
obligations of the people to ~he pastors, etc. 
· Moved that Rev, J oh;1 Swamvkk preach the introductory 
sermon next· year. 

Reports- of Commitees. 
1~etnpernnce-Jm,t nne ye:1r agn. one of the present commit­

tee had occa:;iou.. to express him::df un tlJi:; :;ubjecl 
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in which . ·he again portrays the evils of inteniperence·: and, 
th~nks be to God, during this year we have ri1ore' fully realized_. 
that the cause of tempererice/as 'it pertaiiis' to the liquor:t,;~ffic 
which is to oui· minds pa'rattfount 'with any: the live fosues·of:;t;he 
day, has 1demonstrateci, ti1e' 'fact-th~t the strides in that direction 
have .beeri phenomenal, and. we heartily recommend that we as 
christian people continu_~ • iii pushing the great work uJ'ltil it be- . 
come$.- statewide, and .o:i and on to a 11ever <lying issue and iuay 

. the slogan be, Down · witl1 every branch of the dram-shop:! 
. :.· . J. S. Harrison, 

\V; D. Bell, 
R. L. Spiller. 

Sunday Schools-\Ve, your committee on Sunday Schools: -
wish to make' the following report: \Ve are pleased to note.the 
great interest that has been. manifest in our Sunday-school work 
within the last five years. \Ve find that fourteen out of fifteen 
of our churches either have Sunday-schools· of th<!ir own, or have 
union Sunday-schools. It makes us feel that our prayers have 

-been ans•sered, yet there is ri19re work to do in that line. 
S. T. Tl1omas, 
J. L. Payne, 
J. P. Gilpin. 

Obituaries-'.\7 e, your committe~ on obituaries, beg leave to 
make the following report : . 

\:Vhereas, it has pleased God, in His infinite wisdom, to call 
from our midst our beloved Brothers D. P. Cole, John Cloud, J. 
H. 'rurner, J; 'l\ Saley and Sisters Sarah Dyes, Mattie Murphy. 
ai1d Jane Carter, therefore, be it . : . 

Resolved: That each of these homes have lost faithfol loved 
ones. and the churches consistaut members. It is with sadness; 
we chronicle their deaths. May the joys of heaven comfort and 
consoie the bereaved ones in these hon~es, and may each have· 
the christian gra~e to say, "Thy will be done," not ours; for oui· 
loss is but heaven's gain. 

Vl. R. Foster, 
l\frs. M:. S. Freeman,, 
Mr!'-. Alice Conlee. 



S.tanding,.c;>ft~e .M\liistry-.. \Ve,. y.9.ur. comniittc;e on ministerial· 
fitiln.dh1g;.·,.,r9i1Jd)·r.e~pmn1~1!~ -,mat :~·;_iJtev~. ,:Vv. ·.,'l\.1 lV.ood,:--:S~·'.1'. 
'r4P~laS; .. ,,v.:_.:N. ,Crt:!11:shaw, :A-'i~V-:,•·M:ay~i ·.-T. :A.- -.Searcy,;;D;~c. 
:lf~r~oye,:._r: ,.W ~ ~Qrr,. J9l_i_11 ·i~'Y.~.1]..\Vi.ik:,;(:\V; :H •. -J:Iu,,1te_r; ,iJ.· :J. 
'f.!pt9_q;~~.d.J~ .. ql:,iij,g:_S.P.Hlev __ b_t;:g$~!1t~~--~<ir.tit,i~<:\t~s:cPt~good f;ta_ndiug.-

- · . ;.:1-:A•·JJ-len-ry,. 
, :. ·:.> J ... P. p_ilpi~1; 
' ;:. , \\'. ·R.·· <..,<_>en, 
· : .-·. ·\V~ D. · Hell,·· ,: 

.. 
. ·, . . . . · L. · H. · Carter; . 

. _Conditioti·9f: Chilrch~s-· Vie,. your· committee on ·.condition of 
churches, fiud;all-of -our churches. are. in better condition spirit­
ually thatJ-e\'er:before~ for whi~h:,~'e. are _thankful. .. We feel·that 
tJ1ey have harl,a great spiritual U pliff mid are on. high~r ITT"Otu~ds, 

· a'.nd all except o~e have· had a number of. ad4itions. 'rhe pasta.rs 
have beei1' 

0

faithftil : to:· 'their . charges and. have made . great 
sacrifices. · ·· · ·· · · C. T, · R9gers, · · 

\V :-· 'l'. \\l oocl, 
D. C. Hargrove. 

Home Missions--'-:\Ve, your _committee on ~ome. Missions ~g 
to report that we .-f~yor the c9ntinuance of the pledge plan, as 
heretofore purs.ued. We also r~commend that each member of 
our several churches be requested. to pay an assessment of fifteen 
cents each to be paid to the pastors of their churches and to be 
forth<;()ming . by . t4e , t.ime .. of . tbe .. a:;sembling of . the . assoc.iation 
each ye,tr. Then to be disseniinated at the will of said body. 

A. W . .Mays,. 
M. G. ijuchanan, 
J. W. Peteet. 

·. Foreign Missions-We, tl1e con1i?~ittee. oi1 For~ignMissions beg 
to .§~q11_1jt .theJollo\y~;~g .: ,We :

1
~rge-.ail the. pastors to preach.at 

Jea~t._qne l?~_r;n~on c\ijring . .tbe .y_ear, ,instructjng -the -laity .in regard 
t.o .o.nr. yario.1.1s fje_lqs in_ w:hich ~ve: l\ave• mis~io1~s established. and to 
t.~ke up.c.ontr.ib,tt,tiQ~~s. fo~.the ,same: ;md oth~rwise raise fu1,ds for 
tl~c .ue~ds of,the men. that ~e as ·a ~!~nomination have {!rnployed to 
preach the Gospel to _those.fo darkness. · May the Lord bless and 
help us all to be. more ear,nest and liberal in the futur.e. 

Henry Hunter, 
Henry Hardin, 
L. A. Barrow. 

:J 



<finnnce~\Ve, the·conit111ttee oi1 finnnre·. !)~g ~o submit the f.ol­
Imyi!}g,! · Tha_t, considering the· hard _time:;· of the.past ·y~ai,:··the. 
chtirche~~~ have doiie . yefy> ~veu;· · bu{ -:~io,v : that ·• the outl_09k is 
brit&ter/ 1-ife. tirge·· ·au ··th~t'ih"titthes. ·-'~nci. ~~11 'the: members. of the 
ch.tj~'ii~~/:;i}ln1.~kih( grJat"er' ·eff 6rt . to : i~eet ' th~ ·. i-~qtiir~u{~~ts' of . 
the':µ:,rcI's·work in~ niore'iib~ral ,vay, and ~llPP'>rt. the pastors in 
n manner that they will .not n1eet with the financiai ·en1barrass­
mentsthab\..-orried aiid· discouraged them during the last twelve 
months; sothatthey ·will have more time to de\iote to the Mas­
ter's cause.,:AJso that-·the needs of the home a:nci foreign missions 

. may not-be-neglected;: buf:that the ministers.make a spedaJ effort, 
anq'.t.he-~members :co~opernt<!:heartily· oti-:·this :line .. Also·we· urge 
thaJ Chm_·ch-ho~ses, S:hool-houses or any other:piace ·of worship 
whei::ever services are held be repaired and put in better condi-
tion.- ·. ···Charles Turner, · 

\Vm. Leighman, 
John Swanwic:.k. 

Education-Education 1rn~ long been held as the ~tepping stone 
to all of our advanc·ements and achievements in the arts aud 
sciences. If s6, how applicable to· .. the advancement of our 
chtjstian work ! · Through the blessings of education we can ha\·e 
the benefits of wholesome literature; and by it alone c~m ,ve 
expect" to reach the people. And, inasmuch as_ our denomination 
has no school [in this locality J for the training of its ministers, we 
recommend:that this Association, through its l\lission Boar<l.- take 
up:the ~ork·of ·giving each year at.least two of our,ministers the 
benefit of a ·trainitig tlirough the medium of. our Correspondence 
Schoo.I,· and that the said Mission Hoard be instructed and em pow- ·. 
ercd:t~ ti§e··any money they may ha,;,e,oli hand for said pt~fpqse. 

> · - J. S. Harri~oi1, · 
D. C. HargrO\·e; 
J. L. Edg:e. 

R~solt1tio11s-We, your committee on resolutions tnake. tlii: 
follqwing i;-eport : 

Recognizing the blessings· of our divine l\faster in this meeting, 
be it • 

. Resolved, That . this Association desire:-; to make great_ful 
acknowledgemetit to Him from whqm every good and perfect gift 



cometh for . His p'rotecting care and guiding spirit in _th1:se 
met.:tings, 

Resolved, Th~t · we thank the· pastor of this church for; his 
thoughtfulness for ottr coinfort. We also. thank the· good._pe.ople 
for their open homes, ,in -~hich tbedeleg~tes have oeeri _so roy~~ly, 
entertained, and the offic~rs . ancl commi_ttees for the-faitliful°dis-: 
Charge of tl1eir duty,. 

'l'reasttrer's Report-From Oct. 
Collected by. pledges 
Cash pain out to Bro. Searcy 
" " " Bro. Hargrove 
Cash on haud . · · 
Unpaid pledges 

· Leua Searcy, 
Viola Payne, .. 
Lena Gilpii1, 

Mrs. Florence 'fumcr •. 

17th, 1907 to Oct. 3rd, 1908. 
' $14.00 

4.20 

4.20 

5.60 
62.59 

J. P. Gilpin, Treasurer. 

l\HNISTERS'. REPORTS FOR r908, 

. A. \V. Mays.-Did continuous work-all the year, pastored two 
(.hurches, rl!ceived into. the church forty-five, baptized twci1ty, 
organized one church, two Sur.cay Echcols ar.d two Prayer 
meetings. Held four revivals. 

Henry Hunter-Pastor· of one church, held one revival, · 
assisted the other preachers in revival meetings. married one 
couple . 

. John Swanwick.-Have preached forty-six sermons, held oue 
revival and assisted in three others. N1imber of conversions five, 
organized two Sunday Schools, solemnized one marriage and 
conducted one fnneral. 

\V. N. Crenshaw.-Have spent nine weeks in revival work 
this year at the following places: Keith, Cross. Kurten, Harvey, 

· \Vixon and _also at Vandyke and Salt Springs in• Comanche co. 
Have also organized two Sunday schools of over forty 
sC'h0lars er.ch. 

My work :has been very pleasent, aud I think sncce5sful this 

1 



. 
year. There were about 150 conversions iu the meetings that I · 
was c<:mnected with, but I did not keep account of them. I thin~· 
the ~ifferent pastors \vill reporttl1at: 

. . . : 

T. C. Ferguson and wife-: From the 1sf of May .190~ to Oct. 
ISt 19081 I have been -pastor. of four churches~ Bryan, Bright .. 
Light, Kurten and \Vellborn Churches. To. the churches ofr 
which I have been pastor and chur~hes where I have held revival 
iueeti11gs for other pastors, . 1.52 members· have been added. 
Have preached 152 sermons. rai~ed five dollars for Foreign Mis­
sions, traveled over 2000 miles, married one couple, but I have 
conducted no funerals. I have received about $350:00 for·my 
work up to the meeting-of the Association. 

Mrs. ·T. C. Ferguson-From J\fay 1st, 1908 to Oct. rst, 1908 .. 
I have pastored uo ·churches, bm have assisted my husband and 
others iu revh·al work. I have preached about 75 times. As 
others have reported the additions to the churches where I have 
labored, I will not report them. I have travelled over one thou­
sand miles in the work, anci have received a little over $50.00 for 
my work. 

---•---
CONSTITUTION. 

Art. 1st. This organization shall te called the Central Texas 
Freewill Baptist Association, and shall be composed of such reg­
ularly organized and well dif;ciplined Free Baptist Quarterly 
meetings convenient.ly located, as may embody themselves under 
this constitution. 

Art. 2nd. The members of this Association shall consh;t of 
delegates from the several Quarterly Meetings of which it is com­
posed. Every Quarterly Meeting containing five hundred or less 
members shall be entitled to twelve delegates, and Quarterly 
l\feeting containing more than·five hundred mE:ml::ers ·shall be en­
titled to o~e delegate.for each additional one hundred members or 
fract.ional part thereof. Ministers ~hall be considered as standing 
members . 
. Art. 3rd. The officers of this A:::sociation shall be a standing 

clerk aurl a ~t<'lmting treasurer, and a moderaror shall be chosen at 
every session of _the Association with sud1 assistance as may be 



found necessary. • 
Art. 4th. . Any regularly orga~ized and well-regulated Free._,;m 

· Baptist.Quarterly Meeting, _comwsed of such churches as _con­
form to the usages and adopt the_: doctrines of the Freewill Bap­
tist Denomipation ~s published in the Treatise on the Faith, and 
are in favor of all the beneyolent enterprises of the Den~mination, 
may at anytime on applicatioJ;J., by. a vote -of this Association be-
,come a :member thereof.. . , . 

Art. 5th. This Ass,,ciation shall :have power to discipline the 
. Q~tarterly. Meetings of which it i~ comi;osed aud to exck<le them 
for diHorderly work, if labor with them proves unsuccessful, but 
in no case to .rever~e · their cecision or to interfere. with their 
internal regulations. 

Art. 6th. The seHsion~ of this Association shall be held, begin-
. ning on ~fhursday at 7 o;clock p. m. l;)efore the regular- meeting 

Sunday with church :where held, in October of each year, at 
,vhich time it shall be the duty of the Quarterly Meetings com­
posing this Association to represent themselves by delegates, and 
spiritual standing and statistics by letter, and at which time the 
Association shall act on sttch que~tions and topics as may be refor­
ed to them by their respective -Quarterly Meetings, and transact 
such other business not contrary to this Constitution or to the 
usages of the denomination, as in theirjudgment may promote the 
cause oi Christ, and the interests of the churches and Quarterly 
Meetings within the limits of the Associdtion. 

Art. 7th. The Association shall have .power to adopt any reg­
ulation or by-law. not coi1trnry to this Constitution which may be 
deemed essential to the further regulation of its sessioµs, 

Art. 8th. This Constitution may' be altered or-amended by a 
Yote of the Association at any session, notice of such inte11de<l 
alteration having been ·given in writing and recorded at the last 
previo:.;s session. 

. ..... -- -.... ~-- - ··--·--·--

BY-LAWS. 
Art. 1:-.t. E:-ich session of the Association shall be called to 

order hy the standing' clerk, when present, and in hiH absence by 
the member h:iving seniority of years. 



Art. 2nd. Each -6ession ai1d adjourned sitting of this Associa-
tion shall be opened and closed:-,vith prayer. . 

Art: 3rd .. · This Association · may hold· correspondence by 
,messenger or· otherwise with: other religious· bodies;. as· if may 
deem advisable. · · 

Art. 4th. · · Conference shall sif ,vith open ·door:-. except \vhen 
,it may go into a committee of the whole.· 

Art. 5th. Any person, not a member of this co11fere11ce·may . 
• •_>•· .. be allowed to.take part in its <liscussions by obtaining permission 

. · of the conference. '.~ · 
Art. 6th. It shall be the duty of the standing derk to furnish 

each ses?ion · of the Association with a book of records containing 
the doings of its previom: sessions. 

·· · , Art; 7th. The Confetence may determine the time when its 
daily sessions commenct and close. 

Art. 8th. It shall be the duty of all the members of this Ass_oci­
. ation to be prest:nt at the time appointed I for each daily sessi011, 
and any one wishing to -retire shall first · obtain leave of the 
moderator: 

Art. 9th. No member shall absent himself from conference 
during its sessious without first obtaining permission from the 
eonf erence. · 

Art. 10th. Every membtr wishing to speak in conference 
shall first address the Moderator. 

Art 11th. No person shall be allowed to speak ·more than ten 
minutes at any one time/n'or more than twice on any subject with- · 
out leave of the conference. 

Art. 12th. No debate shall be allowed ·on any motion except 
th~· same be submitted in writing and seconded by a member of 
Conference. 

Art. 13th. No whispering will be allowed in conference w1th­
out leave of the moderator, but all members shall pay strict 
attention to the · business of conference. 

Art. 14th. No person shall be allo\\'e<l to nominate more 
than one. person or member on any committee. prO\·i~ed the one 
nominated be elected. 

A!t,. I 5th The Constitution and By-Laws of this conference 
shall be read at each session near its commencement. 
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