MINUTES

OF THE

Central Texas Free Will
Baptist Association

TWENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL SESSION HELD WITH

BRIGHT LIGHT FREE WILL
BAPTIST CHURCH

October 13-16, 1932

a il The next session will be held with the Plain View Quarterly

Meeting




FRrREE WILL BAPTIST

BiBLE COLLEGE
Presented By




PROCEEDINGS

The Twenty-Seventh Annual. Session of the Centfal Texas Free
Will Baptist Association convened October'13, 1932 at Bright Light Free
Will Baptist Church. : .

‘Thursday Evening—
7'30 Sermon by Rev. J. P. Brown.
Frlday Mormng—

10:00 a. m. Song led by Rev. E C. Morris. Devotlonal by Mrs. Willie
.- Johnson.

Busmess Penod—-

©J. L. Edge was elected moderator and Covey Windsor Ass1stant _ |
'moderator. Moderator was authorized to. appoint all session committees. |

Program adopted with the necessary changes by vote - ‘ B ‘

Pulplt Supply Commlttee—W J. Lawless, J. P. Gllpln and Clayton 7
. Lewxs :

,11:00 a. m.’ Sermon——Rev C. B. Thompson. '
v Noon—Dmner served by the ladles o ’ ’ [
1:30 p. m. Smgmg led by J. P Gllpm Devotlonal—Rev John Swanwxck
1:45 Business Penod— ‘

" ‘Plainview Quartely meeting letter read and adopted as delegates.
- Delegates seated with others present. seated as delegates. Brazos County
- Quarterly  meeting letter read and adopted dele,gates seated Wlth others
S pxesent seated as delegates

Nommatmg Committe and Commlttee on Committees, actmg as Bu51— .
ress Committee also, Rev. E. C. Morris, C. F Goen and Covey Windsor. )
' Resolution Commxttee—-Rev C. B. Thompson, J. P, Gllpm and K.
Kelley. . . .

_ .- Home Mission board instructed to collect for the Hopewell Church
-~ property and the money to be used as a revolvmg building fund. '

Ministry report read and a committee appomted C. F. Goen,‘ Covey
Wmdsor and J. P. Gllpln to report the1r finding to, the association.

Next session of the assoc1atxon to be held with the Plamv1ew Quarter- N
ly meeting.

” ) Readmg—Jesus f Nazareth, Miss Pearl Boswell. A vote of Athank-s
was extended Miss Boswell for this splendid paper. :
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3:00 p. m. “Our Problems”—Round table discussion. Many good suggestions
were offered by the ministers and laymen. If these suggestion are put
into practice much good will result. R

7:30 p. m. Sermon——Rev J. L. Bounds
' Saturday Mornmg— :

©9:30 a. m. ~ Singing led by J L Bounds.
Devotional by Rey. J. H. Dowell.-

10:00 a. m. Business Period—Reading the reports of Committee on Home

Mission was adopted with amendment.  'Womens Work, Foreign NMission-

. and Evangelism reports were dlscussed and some corrections were made
. (See Reports.) R :

Motion made to continue the acreage plan for another year. Com-
mittee ‘composed of Rev. C. B.. Thompson. Rev. E..C. Mroris, Rev. J, W,
Handy, J. P. Gllpln and Jack Bullard to v151t the different churches, éx-
plain and create ‘interest m this work :

11:00 a. m.. Sermon—Rev. E. C. Morns.\
Noon—Dlnner served '

1 30 p. m. Smgmg led by J. P Gllpm
' Devotional by Mrs. Jack Bullard.
Business Report—Report of the following committees read and adopt-
ed, Young People, Sunday School,” Condition of Churches, Educatlon,
Denommatlon, Budget and Obituary. (See Reports)
© 3:00 p. m. Our Pecullar Task—Rev, E. C. Morris.
Program Committee authorized to recommend country churches help
care for convention on designated days. Special committee asked to be . -
given more time on Standmg of Mmlstry to make a more thorough mvestl-' - !
gation, - . ; K g

Clerk mstructed to write Plaanlew QLarterly Meetmg Clerk a let’t;ér RN

expressing sympathy in loss of Mrs. Tom - Keefer ¢

Association’ stood in sﬂent prayer, expressmg our sympathy in the
loss of our love ones.' .

Clerk authorized to gather the names of clerks of. different chufches; -
. to be printed in the minutes also our articles of Faith, Constitution, Church N
. Decorum, government and ordiance placed in minutes. )

The followmg ministers made their reports, Rev. J. H Dowell, Rev. \\ .

C. B. Thompson, Rev E. C. Morr1s, Rev. J. L. Bounds and Rev, John -1\ .
Swanwxck I S Lo : - \.\}
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PLAINVIEW QUARTERLY MEEAING LETTER v

Report of the Piamvxew Quarterly Meeting to the Central Texas
Free Will Baptist Association when convened with Brlght nght Church, .
eight miles east of Bryan, Texas. .

We send as delegates our beloved Brethern and S1sters with Chnst- '
ian greetings: Mr. Dallas Guinn, Mr. Clayton Lewis. Mr. Robert Poole, L.

" L. Taylor, J. W. LeFevere, bir. and Mrs. A. L. Robinson, Mrs. Alice Conley,

" Mrs. Millie Moon, Miss Pearle Boswell and Miss Ozelle Moody. State of -
Religion, good. We observe Communion quarterly, number receiver this
year, 22; number baptised, 14; number dismissed, 1; number dxed 3; resi-
dent members, 291; ﬁon-resxdent members, '181; Total 472; condition " of
choir. service good; condition of Sunday School good; average number of
pupils 135; officers 12; teachers i5. Womens Missionary Society fair, mem-

* bers 6,christian endeavor moderate, members 55. Amount paid pastor $757.00 - -
amount paid for evangelistic work $25.00, for incidentals $72.04, for foreign
mission —————, for mission ————, for education $72,26, for building
and repair —————, charity $230.00. Valug of church property $5,700.00.
Pastot’s name, Rev. C. B. Thompson, address, Bryan, Texas.. Other reports,
call extended to Rev. E, C. Morris for the ensuing year. 'Names of minis-
ters, Rev. John Swanwick, Rev. J. L. Bounds. Rev. C' .B. Thompson, Rev.
J. H. Dowell, Rev. J. L. Payne. . We invite the next session of the Central -

* Texas Free Will Baptist Association to meet.with the Plainview Quarterly
“* Meeting. ‘Done by order of conference at Plainview Free Will. Baptlst
Quarterly Meeting. Assembled this 30th day of July, 1932. . ‘

Cliffton Adams, Clerk
Rev. C. B. Thompson, Moderator

'

"™ BRAZOS COUNTY QUARTERLY MEETING LETTER
V ) . .

Report of the Brazos County Quarterly Meeting to the Central Texas
Free Will Baptist Association when convened with the Bright Light Church,
—~ 8 miles east of Bryan, Texas, we send as delegates our beloved Brethern
and Sisters with christian greetings, Mrs. Della Wooten, Mrs. Willie Johnson,’
Mrs. T. A. Cloud, Mrs. J. L. Edge, Mrs. Walter Johnson, Mrs. E. C, Morris,
+Mrs. Etta Payne, Mrs. Pat Moore, Mrs. James Lang, Jess Gilpin and Mrs.
/'W. 8. Jones. State of religion, fair. We observe communion—some quarter-
ly. Number.reclined this year 4, number baptised 3, number dismissed 1,
number died 3, resident members 272, non-resident members 115, total
387. Amount paid pastors $2,134; amount paid for evangefistis work $20.50,

for incidentals $2.50, for foreign mission —————, for home missions $45.00,
“for \education $50.00. Amount raised for building and repairs $318.50.
LT 3 ‘ L -
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* Budget fund $25.00. Condition of Sunday School g'ood,‘ aVerage number of

" pupils 186, officers 9, teachers 20. Conditions of Prayer 'Meeting good.
Womens Missionary Society good, memters 28, Value of church property
$15,800. One Free Will Baptist League. Names of ministers, Rev. E. C.
Morris, Rev. J. W. Cook, Rev. J. W. Handy. Done by order of conference
at Edge Free Baptxst Church assembled this 12 day of- September, 1932,

Jo WL Lawless, Moderator
- C. F. Goen, Clerk, S

Realizing we are the only Association in the stateq “that has an
indirect representation, the others representing direct from the local. church <7

- and we fell tha we should keep in line with the state work and that, further, -

that, further, we . beheve our cause can better be served by the direct

“plan.

© 7 Be it, therefore, resolved, that this association resort to the direct
representative plan, and that our churches be informed that they will be
expected to select their own delegates, hereafter, and that said delegates
be required to bring to the assomatlon the statistics 'and donation from their |
respective churches

" J. L. Edge.

REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Delegates to State Convention

Brs'ra'n—J. L. Edge, Mr. and Mrs. P. K. Trant and Mrs. Della Wooten. oo~

Bright Light—C. F. Goen, Noah Cole 4nd K. Kelley. P
Kurten—W. J. Lawless and wifg and Leonard Hearn. - : \'.; P ’
Edge—Pat Moore and. wife. R
Plaanlew—Covey Windsor, Ben Wharton and w1fe ' -/\

North Zulch—Mrs. Mm. Stewart, L. L. Jayher and Mrs. J. F. Andress
Willow Hole—John Payne, Jr., Robert. Cheatham and MlSS Boswell.
Cross—Gus Robertson and Pat Franklin.

Keith—Mrs. Charlie Conlee and John Rice.

. . ‘\‘.
‘Blue Lake—W. K. O’Brien and John Moody.. :
STANDING COMMITTEES 3 ¢
K ) , : : N “
. R
' > \
Education—Mrs. P, K. Trant, Mrs J. R. Bullard. and T. A. Cloud. ’ ~
Home Mission—Mrs. Mm Stuart W1ley Lefevre and J. L. Bounds Co
.
. o~




Foreign Mission—C. B. Thompson, J. W. Handy and J. H. Dowell.
"Evangelism—J. L. Bounds, Mrs. Noah Cole. and John Payne, Jr.
* Standing of the Ministry—Emmitt Holland, J. P. G.ilpin and J. L. Bounds
Cbituary—W. J. Lawless,. J. L. Payne and C. F. Goen.
. Women's Work—Mrs. C. H. Holmes, Mrs. W. G Reynolds and Mrs. C. B.
Thompson - \ .
Program—J. L. Bounds, Noah Cole and J. H. Dowell.
Condition ‘of Churches—W. J. Lawless, J. P. Gilpin and M. B. Easters.
Sunday School—Jack Boone, C. F. Goen and ‘J. P. Gilpin.
Budget—J. P. Gilpin, Mrs. Pear! Lang and Mrs. Gus Block. |
Denomination—E. C. Morris, John Swanwick ‘and I J. Blackwelder.
Young People—Winnie Clary, Mrs. Charles Wllhams and Mrs. C. B
Thompson. . :

v “J. L. BoundS to take J. L. Edges place on Ordainmg Council term to
*. expire -1935. - Dallas Guims to take the place of dJd. L Bounds on Home
' Mlssmn Board term to expire 1935.

~

TREASURER’S REPORT

For 1931 and ‘32

October ,17,71931 Balanoce . » R $54.27
oo . - Collections : S DU

‘ October 14, 32 Kurten Budget = - L Lo 7 5.00
October 14, 32 Blue Lake Budget IR : o .
Qctober 15, 32 Bright' Light Budget . : o 5.00
October 15, 32 Willow . Hole 'Budget . I ‘ C 2,00

s TOTAL ' §7121
“Disbursements C - o o . o . $35.00 - y
October 15, 32 ‘Balance - ' R $36.27
Apnl 1st $5.00 cash and note for $49.00 on the Hopewell Bulldlng

N : ’ _' _ " J.P. Gilpin

K

TREASURER’S DISBURSEMENTS

W 1111ams Prmtmg Co for program and mmutes , T '$25.00
N. C. Cole, Clerk ’ . . - 10.00 .
- TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 8500




BUDGET COMMITTEE

v

~ We the Committee on the Budget. wish to make the following fepxll
*We recommend the following amount for the various churckes ror
association expensgs for the year. : -

- Edge
" Bright Light
Plainview :......
. 'North Zulch .. .-

-~ Willow Hole
Cross ...

J.P. Gilpin. S

R REPORT OF WOMENS WORK

'
\

) _We your Committee on. Womens Work beg to make the following'
.report. There arg only two churches in the association that the committee )
has knowledge of which has' any organization for the ladies.” Namely, . °
Bryan and North Zulch. In the Bryan Church there are two circles of
~ the ladies society, nineteen members in one and fifteen in the other., Our
greatest achievement in these circles has been to to assist the church in
-meeting -thq current expenses. . Realizing tke gratest assistance the women
can render their church financially and spiritually, we’ are recommending
that ‘the ladies organize Missionary Socities in'all the churches and’ that,
a uniform report blank prepared to be filled out annually and sent in‘ “to -
“the chariman of- the womens work comrmttee by the first of October : ’\
L Mrs. J.V.L. Edge
‘Mrs. W. G. Reynolds
Mrs. C. H. Holmes

. STANDING OF THE MINISTRY

 We your éommittee_ on.the Standing o'f" the Ministry submit the follow-
ing. The ministry is one of the greatest institutions in our land and in the

. lives of humanity.. The people have always accepted and-looked to our

ministry as real leaders in this life. " They are the . messengers of the»
/
7.



gospel, their lives and conduct should be such as-to reflect glory to their
Lord and Master. : Realizinz our ministers are under-paid and durmg these
trying times, more especially calls for the very bes. in each one. We have
heard of some strife and dissension among our ministers but we earnestly

pray that this may be’ settled and everythmg work to the betterment of
cur cause.and glory to our Lord and Master.

N. C. Cole
J. P. Gilpin -
J. L. Edge

REPORT ON EDUCATION

We your Committee on Education submit the foflowing report, realiz-
ing the advantage of our education and further realizing that in our asso-
ciation the degree of education we need in order to go further in the
Masters work as we should. We recommend that steps be taken to interest
our people in the-greater Educational Program. .

" Mrs. P. K. Trant
Mrs. Jack Boone
Miss Lemma Dowell

. COMMITTEE ON HOME MISSION

We your committee on Home Missions submit the following report.
We are thankful for the work that is being done but realizinng this
is all important and the harvest is white and laborers are few, we recom-
-mend to the State Conference that a state evangelist be placed on the field.

} . ‘ Mrs. J. W. LeFevre ; .
' Mrs. W. M. Stewart
Mrs. C. B. Thompson

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EVANGELISM

e —

We your commltee on Evangehsm w1sh to report that there has been
/a considerable amount of Evangelistic work done in thls section, prmc1pally
all of the work being confined to rural districts.

We believe that the time is at hand for our work to be, pushed
in the cities’'as it seems that all activities trend there as 'a center.

We therefore - recommend that some plan be formulated to stimulate
evangelistic work -in the cities and larger towns.

A | o
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It has been found that most cities and towns in this section have
- many residents who are Free Will Baptists and .we would suggest .that an
_effort be made to organize churches and ‘assemble our scattered member-
-ship and ‘thereby arouse a deeper interest in evangelistic- effort to build
up our denommat.lon ) .
: Respectfully Submitted: ‘
Mrs. T.; A. Cloud
Mrs. Jack Bullard v
Mrs. Noah Cole: .. . R N

REPORT ON FOREIGN MISSION -

Realizing but little interest:is Leing taken by our association for
. Foreign Mlssmn we your commlttee beg to oifer the followmg recommen-.
_dations:
] That we ask our’ pastors to preach at Jeast one sermon durlng the
‘year to each of his churches on-the subject of foreign mission. That we
ask our ladies to g1ve more study to foreign missions in their circle meet-"
. ings. That we create a forelgn mission 'fund ‘with a view of interesting ‘
ings. That we crqate a foreign mission fund with a view of investing " |
. such a fund, whenever in the 3udgement our our leaders. that a channel. .
has been opened for such a work. . - : '
" E. C. Morris "'
J. H. Dowell

- REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON OBITUARY

L ) ‘ . We, your Committee on Obituary, .by irlxvestigation,\ repoft that
»‘ : - several of our beloved brethern and sisters have been called to the liome'
beyond.. The names of same, W. G. Reynolds, J. E. Hensarling, J. H. Hoiter, -

b Mrs. Carrington, Mrs. Tom Keefer and Mrs. H. T, Todd. 'These members
’ "-are greatly missed in our midst more especially J. E.-Hensarling who was - .
a great singer and spread. the gospel message by his leadership in the song -
. service. We pray that our loss is Heavens gain and ask that thls body
extend our sympathy to the bereaved families. -~ o R

: _ . W. J. Lawless L :

- T C C. F. Goen , : TR R “\

' Rev J. L Payne . " : ‘ S ‘f\ i

REPORT OF INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE

reg'ardmg the strife between our ministers: Upon investigation we found
that the strife was between Rev. Dowell and Rev. Bounds. Due to certain’
statements made by Rev. Dowell concerning the character of Rev. Bounds
- family. Upon further investigation we find the statements made by Rev\
Dowell was untrue. Bro. Dowell was called before the Association and
acknowledged these rumors and reports to be untrue and further apologlzed N
- to Bro. Bounds and the Association. : =
C. W. Wmdsor .
C. F. Goen
-J."P. ‘Gilpin-

i SR L We your Investlgatmg Commlttee beg to make the followmg report
!
:
|



RE’I’ORT OF CODIDIIILL“E O CONDITION OF CHURCHES

We, your comrmttee on the condmons of churches submlt the fol-
lowing:
From all the mformatlon we are able to get we find all the churc.hes

) of this assocxatlon in a very good spiritual condition with a few e.xcep-

tions where there seems'to be a spirit of worldliness and some confusion.

+ Most of ‘the churches have had good revivals this year with some, additions.

So far ‘as we know they are all’orthordox in their teaching. Some of our
-churches are having to divide their services which makes it impossible for
the pastors to give them the time and service that he should.

We therefore recommend that something be done if possible to -

strengthen the weak churches. . We further recommend that the churches

. give more attention to-the church program that we may deliver greater -

christian fellowship amoung our churches and do a greater work for our
Master. : : .
W J. Lawless
J." P. ‘Gilpin

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DEMONINATION
. Our report thls year should be very gratlfymg to every loyal Free
Will Baptist. '
' As we gleam the news from various sections of our connectlon, we
have observed a greater spirit of optimism for the cause than for some time.
Reasons for such encouragement can be summed up ‘as follows:
The spirit of benevolence.and generosity has prevailed even in the
time$ of so- called depression. Our fmancxal obhgatxons have fairly well

* been met. - . -

" New -churches are bemg established and the membershlp of . the
denomination is constantly increasing. -
There is in greater evidence a zeal for missions, both home ‘and
efore1gn
.That greater interest m a- umted denomlnatwn is mamfested than,
probably, ever before.
" In view of thesq encouragmg facts, your commlttee begs’ to recom-
mend that this association go on record as favoring and cooperating in
evcry progressive move launched by our natmnal state and: local leaders,

"' ’fol the Free Will Baptist Churches, and that we further encourage a spmt

of _confxdence and fellowship amoung our people.

That we assure our State Convention of our support and prayers-
E m ‘putting forth a' church extension program that will mean an enlarge-

ment for the denomination in our state,

E C. Morris’

J. Swanwick

J. H. Dowell
9




' REPORT OF YOUNG PEOPLE’E WORK

) We, your committee on Young People’s Work, wish to submit the
following report

In our assoclatxon we have three young people’s organizations. The .
~ one at.North Zulch is doing good work, especially in the Junior depart-
- ment. The organization at Kieth is to-be commended for the most excel-
lent work they are doing. The League in Bryan is in good condition also.
The attendance has held up especially good during the ‘summer months.

We are sorry to report that there are only three young people’s
‘organizations in our association, and therefore, we heartily reécommend
that the association endeavor to organizg young people’s Leagues or Chris- -
tian Endeavors in all churches where there is none at present.

Respectfully Subtnitted:

| , e T _Wihnie Clary
B ‘Mrs. C. B. Thompson
. Marie- Andrews

REPORT OF SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMITTEE '

We, your comrmttqe on Sunday School beg to submlt the followmg
report. :

'We -have made some xnvestlgatlons on Sunday School ‘'work in the

" bounds of our association and. while there are . Sunday School in all our .
‘churches, and a few wgll organized and doing a good work. However,
there are several that are not showing favorable results. Some are just

meeting occasmnally, others are cooperating in union Sunday Schools.- }
(v‘ i
‘We desire to call the attention of our people to the recommenda-—~
tons offered in last years report and endeavor to abide by those recom-
mendations. .

We would fu.rther recommend that our churches endeavor to have
regular Sunday School and that where possxble, operate with our own’.
-talent and hterature co ;

We further recommend that an associational Sunday School conven-\

Jack Boone-
Mrs. Phillips
C. F. Goen

L . - 10

SR "~ tion be advocated to meet once per year. ] SN
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W ' ASSOCIATION CENTRAL TEXAS
The' Addresses of Clerks and name ‘of Churches

- Church—Bryan, Miss Winnie Clary, Randolph St., Bryan, Texas. -

* Church—North Zulch, Clerk, Mrs. Wm. Stewart, North, Zulch.
Church—Willow Hole, Clerk, J. C. Payne, Jr., North, Zulch.
Church—Plainviaw, Clerk, Mrs. Emma Walton, Normangee.
Church—Blue Lage, Clerk, Mrs. Bettie Moody, Piedmont, Texas.
Church—Cross,, Miss Estell Wiilliams, -Iola, Texas.
Church—Evergreen, Mrs.. Willie Moon, Iola, Texas -

Church—Kurtqn, Clerk, Lenord Hearn, |Kurten, Texas..
Church——Bnght ngh Clerk, Mrs. Noah C. Cole, Bryan, Texas, Rt. 3.

| PASTOR’S"REPORT '
J. H. Dowell .-

Ser}nons preéched
Funerals conducted 2
. Marriages solmized

Made several Lectures, helped in one rev1val attended all assocxatxon
_  meetings and encouraged all good movements in our work.

E. ‘C. Morris

Sermons preached ... e e et anb et TR ... 136
Churches pastored ... et eeaas ORISR RO 2
 Names of samae ...... .
_ ~Revivals held ... ahrersi e R bbbt b SRkt b R e s
3 p . ‘Memers received by Baptism et eeeeer e ses e re s sran st 2
~ '»'Members received otherwise ... ettt et bbb s e 1
Amount of salary ...l L ......51,860.00
Collected on Same@ i.......coeemmrciserivisensions ST TSR OO IO $1,864.67
Funérals conducted ...ttt st sesssns 4
~ 4 "Marriages SOIMIMZEA .oeoeooiiveeeoceiieesseeres s mseeesses s ssbaeessees s et 1.
™ Collected for Foreign Missions .............. ettt e bt e
Collected for Home Missions ... ‘
V] /Collected for Education
 Collected for other purposes ...
- Collected for incidental expense
Total for all purposes not including salary ... . $439 00
Have made 203 visits to the sick and delivered 10 special messages. One
League and both churches have Sunday Schools. '
11
N . RS
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" Collected for incidental expense ...

have Sunday Schools.

" one League and all churches have Sunday Schools

C. B. Thompson

Sermons preached ... e e eesa s st . 219
Churches pastored et sttt - 6
Names of Churches—North Zulch, Kurten, Kieth, Edge, Cross and Plam-

view. .
Revivals held ..o 5
Members received by Baptism rervieu e sasnseuseasuresane 16
Members received otherwise ......... e e e e 8
Amomunt of salary ....... . SR T $900.25
Collected on same ... revienenan '.....$800.00
Funerals conducted ....... _ . . - e 12
_Marriages solmnized. ........... erereesesieenes G OO RO 5
Colected for Foreign Missions . ) . ,
Collected for HOme MSSIONS .iirrveiermernrerismssssssisessoicesrsssmanssssonssnssssnssseess -
Collected for Education ... . '

Collected for other purposes ...............

Total for all purposes not including salary
Sermon for the graduating class at Iola grade school, Commepcement
addressed Willow Hole High School. . Two c\hurches have C. E. and six’

. John Swanwick .
. I have a small report for the past yeaf, helped the pastors from time
to time, preached a few sermons and several Iectures Raised aout $230.00
in relief work. -

J. L. Bounds ’ B

Total for all purposes not including salary ;
"Held four services in the homes of sick, two address at school open-
ings, ordained one preacher and three deacons in my churches. Have

12,'5

oo

;

Sermons preached ... e : R, . 207 -, O
Churches - pastored ...............civrcormminneeemnere e eons 4 regular and 1 part time -
Names of same—Willow Hole, Bnght nght and East Texas. L
Revivals held ...t 5, helped in 1 b
Members received by Baptism eeeieernies I . 33 f'[ <
Members received otherwise ........... ety rstsseenses e sasssssssssss ensosssas s ik
Amount of salary': oot : $680.00 ~
Collected on same ... 348838 -
Funerals conducted ...... poons . : : ; 77
‘Marriages solmnized ... eceererrens . 1 ' 1/
Home and Foreign Missions .. $189 OQ)
Collected for Education ........... : . $40. 00\
Collected for other purposes : $98.54
Collected for 1n01dental expense ' ..$45.00 \
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-t " CONSTITUTION

-

Article 1. This organization shall be called the Central Texas Free:
Will Baptist Association and shall be composed of such regular organized
and well disciplined Free Baptist Quarterly Meetings conveniently located

~ as may embody themselves under this Constitution. '

_ ’Article 2 The members o ‘fthis Association shall consist’of dele-
gates from the several Quarterly Meetings of which it is composed, every
Quarterly Meeting containing five "hundred members shall be entitled to
one delegate for each additional one hundred membrs or fractional part

". threof. Ministers shall be considered as standmg members.

Article 3" The officers of this Association shall be a standmg clerk
and a standing treasurer and a moderator shall be chosen at every session
of th,e Association with such assistance as may be found necessary. - ;

Article 4 - Any reguraly . orgamzed and well regulated Free Will.
Baptist Quarterly Meeting composed of such churches as conform to the
usages and adopt the doctrine of the Free Will Baptist denomination as -
published in the “Treatise on the Fiath” and are in favor of all the bene-

" volent enterprises of the denomlnatlon, may at any time on apphcatlon by
a vote of this association become a member thereof. .

Article 5 This Association shall have power to dlsc1phne the Qual-
terly Meeting of which it is composed and to exclude them for disorderly
work, if labor with them proves unsuccessful,  but in no case:to reverse
their discussion or to interfere with their internal regulations. )
‘ Article 6 Th esession of this Association shall begin on Thursday .
at 7 d'clock p. m. before the regular meeting sunday with church where
held in October of each year at which time it shall be the duty of the’
Quarterly Meetings. composing this Association to represent themselves
by delegates, and spiritual standing and statistics by letter at which time
the Association shall act on gestions and topics as may be refered to them
by their respective Qarterly Meetmgs and ‘transact such other business
-not contrary to this Constitution, or to the ‘usages of the. denomination, as
in their judgement may promote the causq of Christ, and the interest of

r the churches and the Quarterly Meetings within the hmlts of the Assoc1a-
-{, tion.
' Article 7 'This Assomatxq_n shall have power to adopt any regula-
tion or by-laws not contrary to the Constitution which may be deemed
essential to the further regulation of 'its sessions.

N Article 8 This. Constitution may be altered or amended by a vote

‘\of the Association at any session, notice of such intended alteration having -
b)een given in writing and recorded at the last previous. session. :

13




. same be’ submltted m writing and seconded by a member of the confer--

gncd

o o BY-LAWS

Article 1 Edch session of the Association shall be called to order by

the standing slerk when present, and in his absence ‘by the member havmg ,

seniority of years.

Article 2 Each session and ad]ourned setting of this Association -

shall be opened and closed with prayer.
- Article 3 This Association hold correspondence by messenger or
otherwise with other religious bodies as it may deem advisable.

Article 4 < Conference shall set with open doors except when it may go

into committee of the whole.

Article 5 Any person not of this conference may be allowed to take
part in its discussions by obtaining permission of the conference.

Article 6. It shall be the duty of the standing clerk to furnish each
session of the Association with a book of records, contam.mg the doing of
its previous session.

' . Article 7 ‘The Conference may determme the time when its daily
session convene and close. .

Article 8 : It shall be the duty of all the members of this Assoc1at10n
to be present at the time appointed by each daily sessmn and any one wish-

. ing to retire shall {irst obtain leave of the moderator.
Article 9 No member ‘shall absent himself from conference durmb

its session without first obtaining permission from the conference. .

Article 10 . Each memker wishing' to speak in conference Shall first
address the moderator.

Artcile 11 -No person shall be allowed to speak more than uhe
ten minutes at any one time, nor more than twice ‘on any sub]ect w1thout
leave of the conference.

Article 12 No debate shall be allowed on any motion except the

ence. .
" Article 13 . No wluspermg shall be allowed in conference w1thouf:

"leave of the moderator, but all member shall pay strict attentlon to the

business of conference.
Article 14 No member shall be allowed to nomlnate more than one’

" person or member- on any committee prov1ded the one- 'nominated be

elected. ™,
Article 15 The Constltutlon and By-Laws of this conference shall

be read at each session, near its commencement g

ARTICLE OF FAITH

1. The Bible.  The Scriptures of the Old arid New Testamerits were
given by 1nsp1rat10n of God, and are our mfallxble rule of faith and prac~
tice,
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2. God. There is one livinz and true God, revealed in nature as

the Creator, Preserver, and Righteous Governor of the universe, and in the

" Scriptures as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, yet as one God, infiritely wise

and good, whom all intelligent creatures are supremely to love, adore, and
obey.

3. Christ. Christ is God manifest in the flesh; in his divine nature
truly God, in his human nature truly man. The mediator between God
and man, once crucified, he is now risen and glonfled and is our ever
present Saviour and Lord.

4. The Holy Spirit. The Scriptures assign ‘to the Holy Spirit all

attributes of God. He is the reprover, comforter, guide and sanctifier of
men. .

5. The Government of God. God exercises a wise and benevolent
‘providence over all beings and all'things by maintaining the constitution
and laws of nature. He also 'performs special acts of grace, not otherwise
provided for, as the highest welfare of man requlres

6. The Sinfulness of Man. Man was created innocent but. by dis-
cbedience fell into a state of sin and condemnation.' His posterity therefore
inherit a fallen nature of such tendencies that all who come to years of ac-
‘countability sin, and become guilty before God.

7. The Work of Christ. The Son of God by his incarnation, life,
sufferings, death and resurrection effected for all a redemption from sin
that is full and free and 1s the ground of salvation by faith.

8. The Terms of Salvatlon The conditions of salvation are 1, Re-

- pentance or sincere sorrow for sin and hearty renunciation ‘of it. 2. Faith
or the unreserved committal of one’s self to Christ as Saviour and Lord
with purpose to love and obey him in all things. 'In the exercise of saving

p.  faith the soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit, freed from the dominion of sin

-and becomes a Chlld of God. 3 Continuance in faith and obedience untxl

\-' 9. Election. God determmed from the beginning to save all who
should comply with the conditions of salvatlon Hence by faith in Christ
_inen become his elect

/ 10. Freedom of the lel ’i‘he human will 1s free and self-controlled

M'} hevmg power to yield to the influence of the truth and the Splnt or to

Njesist them and perish.

J 1. Salvatlon Free. God desires the salvation of all, the Gospel in-

v1tes all, the Holy Spirit ‘strives with all, and whosoever will may come

A and take the water of life freely.

12. Preserverance. All believers in Christ', who éhrough grace per--

serve in holiness to the end of life, have promise of salvation:
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13. Cospel Ordinances. Baptism, or the immersion of believers in
water, and the Lord’s Supper, are ordinances to be perpetuated under the
Cospel; of universal obligation, and to be administered to all true believers.

14. The Christian Sabbath, The divine law requires that one day
in seven be set apart from secular employments and amusements, for rest,
worship, holy works and activities, and for personal communion with-God.

"15. Resurrection, Judgement and Final Retribution. The Scriptures
teach the resurrecticn of all men at the last day. They that have done
good will come forth to the resurrection of life, and they that have done ill
unto the resurrection of judgement; then the wicked will “go away into
eternal punishment but the righteous into eternal life.” E

CHURCH COVENANT

‘Having given ourselves to God, by faith in Christ, and adopted the
Word of God as our rule of faith and practice, we now give ourselves to
cne another by the will of God in this solemn covenant, We promise by his
grace to love and obey him in all things, to avoid all appearance of cvil,
to abstain from all sinful amusements and unholy conformity to the world,
from all sanction of thé use and sale of 1ntox1catmg beve,rages and to ¢ ‘pro-
vide things honest in the sight of all men.”

We agree faithfully to dxscharge our obhg'atlons in reference to the
study of the Scrxptures, secret prayer, family devotions, and social wor-
ship; and hy self-denial, faith, and good works endeavor to “grow in grace
and the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.” We will not
fcrffet the assembling of ourselves together for church, conferences, public
worshxp, and the observance of the ordiances of the Gospel, nor fail to pay &
according to our abiliy for the support of the church, of its poor, and all”
its benevolent work. We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof. . !
with meekness, and to watch over one another in love, endeavoring to “keep~!
the unity of the Spirit” in the bond of peace, to be careful of one another’s
happiness and reputation, and seek to'strengthen the weak, encourage the
afflicted, admonish the erring, and as far as we are able promote the success Lz
of the church and of the Gospel.  We will everywhere hold Christian prin--
ciple sacred and Christian obligations and enterprises supreme: counting ¢ -
it our chief business in life to extend the ‘influence of Christ in society / -
censtantly praylng and- t0111ng that the Kingdom of God may come, and htS
will be done on the’ earth as 1t is i nheaven.

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of educational and
denominational enterprises, the support of missions, the success of Sabbath
schools, and evangelistic efforts for the salvationof souls and the conver-
sion of the world.  And may the God of peace sanctify us wholly, and pre-
serve us blameless.unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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