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PROCEEDINGS-
At 8 o'clock P.M. Wednesday, Aug. 20, 1924, the 

Central Western Mossouri and Southeastern Kansas 
Association of Free Will Baptists, met in its Sixteenth 
Annual Session, with El Dorado Springs, Church, El
Dorado Springs; Missouri. 

WEDNESD . .\ Y, EVENING 
Song by the congregation. Meeting was called to 

order by the Clerk; B. F. Brown, who read for a scrip· 
ture lesson, Mart. 24:32-51. Prayer by Eld. T. A. 
Burns, of Joplin Missouri. A quorum was declared 
present, and the Moderator, and Assistant Moderator 
both being absent, and the oldest minister pre~ent not 
being able to officiate, Bro. T. C. Fer~uson, was called 
to the chair, he being the second oldest minieter pres
ent. After a prayer by the Modeator. B. F. Brown, was 
called for introductory sermon. Text, 'Acts 9:6. 

After preachiug ~ervice every body enjoyed a 
hand shake and a testimony meeting. 

Motion carried to take an offering, at Thursday 
night service to help B. F. Brown on his expenses. 

· Moderator, appointed, as a Temporary Committee 
on program Bros. I.·N. Grimsley, G. B. Manis, and 
Ira McDonald. Program Commi1tee reported Bros. 
T. A. Burns and P. L. Price, tl) preach at II o'clock 
Thursday. Adjourned to meet at 9 A. M. Thursday 

Benediction oy Bro. Bybee. . 
THURSDAY MORNING SESSION 

Singing by congregation Scripture reading, Psalm 
23 by Moderator, ~otts, Prayer by Bro. John LaCourse. 

Minutes of Wednesday Evening sesdon read and 
approved. 
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Church letters. were called for and letters frt.m 
the following churches were read by the cltrk:- Wag
oner, Sylvandale, Independence, El Dorado Springs. 
and Neola. On motion ab•>ve ·Jetters were receiveo, 
and delegates seated. Hickory Grove church letter w1:.s 
not yet receiyed, but dele~ates were vouched for and 
the following were seated as deltgatet'> till letter is 
received:· Ira McDonald, Joe Cockrell, J. W. Moul. 

Officers Elected. For Ensuing Year: 
Moderator, W. H. Ports. 
Auistant Moderator, T. C. Ferguson. 
Clerk- Treasurer. B. F. Brown. 
Assistant . Clerk, . 
Member Ex .. Board, 

Ira McDonald. 
T. C. Ferguson. 

Moderatpr: ;appointed . as Committee on Corr
mittees: Ed Washburn, I. N. Grimsley and G. B. Manis. 

Motion carried to seat Bros. Prior L. Price and T. A 
Burns as visiting Bros., giving them. all privileges of 
the floor except voting. making nr seconding motions 

Letters from Verdella, Hannr.n, Hickory Grove. 
and Fair View churches read, and on motions were 
received and delegate~ seated. 

Committee on Committees mHde partial re~ort 2s 
follows: Committee on Business: F. G. Wyrick, J. W. 
Moul, and I. N. G·rim~ley. Committee on Education: 
T. C. Ferguson, Marj Wade and Sister Ita McDonald. 
Committee on Obituary: 1 Sister Ira McDonald. Sister 
P.M. Manis, Ira Duncan nnd J. F. Stu1w. 

Motion carried t~ adjourn till 2:30 P. M. Adjourn
ing prayer by T. A. Burns. · 

Eleven o'clock Service: 
Preaching services conducted by Bros. T. A. Burns 

and Prior L. Price. Lesson, Psnlm 103. Text, Heb. 2:6. 
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THURSDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 

Session opened with son2 by congregation. Scrip. 
ture reading, John 15th chapter by Moderator. Prayu 
by T. C. Ferguson. Minutes of mornir,g session were 
read and Rpproved. Program Coin. reported W. 11. York 
and T. C. Ferguson to preach Thursday night and 
Thomas L. York and W. C. 8} bee to preach at 11 
o'clock Friday. 

Committee on Committees made partial report 
as follows: Program Committee: G. E. Wade, Sister 

. G. B. Manis and John LaCourse; 
Ordaining Council:- F. G. Wyrick, T. C. Ferguson 

W. H. York, Thomas L. York, ;.md 0. T. Fast. 
Temperance Committee: W. H. York, F; G. Wyrick 

T. C. Ferguson. · 

Mini~terial Standing Committee: 0. T. Fast, G. B. 
Manis, Ed Washburn, J. W. Mou\ and W. L. Douglas. 

Resolutions' Committee:- Joe Cockrell, Nellie Fast, 
Josie Smith. 

Or l·1ining Council, having examined the creden
tials of G. W. Powell, and finding them satisfactory. 
re~ornmederl that this Association arprove said 
credential~. and that Bro~ Powell be plae~d on the sup
eranuat~ rl lif't. 

Motion carrit'd to approve nnd receive Bro. Powell 
a5 recommended by the committee. 

Report of Chairman of Executive Board:- The 
bn~ud has held no busine~s meetings during the past 
year, but individually we have ~ried to do what we 
could to help the work of the Lord along within the 
bounds of our Association. T. C. Fergu::;on, Chairman. 

Report of W. C. Bybee:-:- I have been in poor 
health the past year, and as I am nearly 85 years old 
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I have done but little in the ministerial work the past 
year. Yet, by the help of the Lord, I have done what 
I could, to advance God's ·cause and kingdom, I have 
preached only a few times during the year. I have 
performed two marriages. As long as I live, I expect 
to do all I can for my Lord, and for my fellow man' 

Wm. C. Bybee. 
Motion carried that Bro. B}'bee be placed on the 

superannuated list. 

Report of T. C. Ferguson·:- I have been almost 
constantly in the Evangelistic work the past year. I 
have held meetings in four different associations. God 
has blessed my work the past year greater and better 
than · he has for several years past. Many people 
where I have been preaching have professed faith in 
Christ, and were baptised and united with our 
churches, and other churches. One man who pro
fessed and united with one of our churches, and I 
baptised him, was over eighty-four years old. Many 
our churches have had tine revival meetings the past 
year. Several new churches have been organized, and 
several new church houses have been built or bought 
the past year .. 

T. C. Ferguson, Evangelist. 

Report of W. H. York:- The past year has been 
a year of manifold blessings in the service of the Lord 
with the Fair View, Verdella, Hannon, and Hickory 
Grove churches. May the blessed Lord continue to 
bless them in all their deliberations as I go form their 
midst to take up my new duties at Tecumseh, Okla. 

W. H. York. 



Delegates elected to Mo. 
I. N. Grimsley, 
Earl Phillips, 
Will Bowman, 
W. M. Marshall, 
Minnie Potts, 
F. H. Routh, 
A. B. Whistance, 
Sister S. C. Dougla!!, 
Sister Robert Overton, 
G. E. Wade, 
Loten Thomas, 
Ira McDonald, 
Joe Cockrell, 

State Association. 
El Dorado Springs. 

Verdella. 

Wa~oner. 

Independence. 

Sylvandale. 

Hannon. 

Hickory Grove. 

Sister G. B. Manis, Neola. 
Glenn McCarty, Fair View. 
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Delegates were given power of substitution. 
Appointments to be made in writing which shall con
stitute their credentials to be presented at the State 
Association. 

Elrl. T. C. Ferguson was elected to represent us 
as corresponding messenger to S. E. Mo. Yearly 
meetin~. 

Adjourned to meet at 9 a. m. Friday. 
Benediction by F. G. Wyrick. 

. Thursday Night Services 
Song service led by Prior L. Price. 
Prayer by Bros. ford, Shuey, and Ferguson. 
A freewill offering was taken to help defray the 

expenses of B. F. Brown. Offering amounted to $6.00. 
Preaching services by W. H. York. and· T. C. 

Ferguson. Scripture lesson joshua 24:1·16, Text.--· 
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FRIDAY MORNING SESSION 

Song by congregation. Scripture reading, Psalm 7. 
by Moder~tor. Prayer by Bro. Price. 

Minutes of Thursday p. m. and ni~ht sessions 
read and approved. 

Roll call of members and delegates. 

Report of Committee on Education and Pub
lication:- We your Com. on Education and Publica
tion beg to make the following report:- Be it resolved 
that we urge all our churches to do all in their power 
to get students and money for our College at 
Tecumseh, Okla. 

We further recommend that our preachers and 
Christian workers do all they can to improve their 
talents by studying the Bible all they can, and that 
they read good books and literature all they can; en
deavoring to improve themselves and better qualify 
themselves for the work God has called them to. 

We further urge that our people, all that possibly 
can, subscribe for our church paper "The New Morn-
ing Star." T. C. Ferguson, Chairman 

Report of Committee on 9bituary: Be it re
solved that we extend o~r heart felt sympathy to the 
bereaved families of this Ass'n who have been called 
upon by the death nn2e1 to !live up their loved 'lnes. 
To them we would say, The Lord doeth all things well 

· so let us say, Lord, Thy will be done and not our will 
be done. 

The following have· passed on beyond this vale 
of tears: 

Sister Seward, Sister Williams, Sister Rogers, Sis
ter Purdy, and Sister Morrison of Mount Olive Church 
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Bro. ]. F. Overton of Sylvandale Church. Bro. J. J. 
Coles of Verdella Church: Bro. J. R. Headly of Fair 
View Church. John 0. Steven of Independence 

. Church. Sister Wyrick of Wagoner Church. 
Mrs. Ira McDonald, Chairman. 

Report of Temperance Committee:- We your 
Com. on Tc:mpeperance, beg to submit. the following 
report. ·May 'we, as" a body,· stand squ~rely on the 
eighteent~ amendment, for a borie dry la\v'codtinualiy. 

May we also use our means and influence to help 
bring about . a greater · abstina·nce from all harmful 
drugs and narcotics: 

W. ff. York, Chairman. 

Motion made to have report of Temperance Com. 
published in several papers. · ' 

Report of Treasurer:- I, your Treasurer would 
rep_o;t as f~llows :-

7-18, 1923, Balance on hand, 
Re-ceived from churches, 

Total, 
Disbursements: 

$27.05 
21.00 

48.05 

7-18 1923, Returned . . . ~ 
to El Darado Springs 

I C $~.00 Church,· 
To Mo. ~tate Association 
Clerk hire, · 
Printing Minutes, 
Postage on Min.utes, 

Total, . 
8-20 Balance on hand 
Report accepted. · 

• f 

$5.00 
5.00 

20.00 
1.00 

$33 00 
$l5 05 
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Report of B. F. Brown:~ Since the last session ot 
our Association I have been continually in the ser· 
vice of the'Lord. 

For nine months, from Sept. 1, 1923 to June 1. 
1924, I was employed in our Tecumseh College as 
college president and teacher, and as pastor of our 
Tecnmseh College churoh. The rest of the time I 
have spent out on the field ~mong our churches. I 
have traveled near five thousand miles and have 
preached 120 sermons. 

Some of the churches I have visited, manifest 
spiritual life, while others manife11t but little life. 

The work at the College i11 succeeding fairly well. 
In spite of the lack of support om school has accom
plished considerable good, and ·with proper financial 
support will become all we could wish it to be. 

I am determined, by the grace of God, to stay at 
my post 11f duty, endeavoring and hoping that more 
be accomplished thru my efforts this year than was 
accomplished last year. I still have faith in God to 
lead, to guide, and to crown with success; the. efforts 
of those who obey him. 

I hope ever to be, yuurs in God's service, 
B. F. Br&wn. 

Report of F. G Wyrick:- I. your Bro. and co
worl~er, heg to make the following report: 

I have spent tha entire year in ·the Gospel field 
with the best harvest of souls I ever had. 

I preach justification, sanctification, and healing 
as the blood bought right for all people. 

I have preached two hundred and thirty-nine ser
mons, traveled lWO thousand miles, witnessed ninety
three conversions, and ba;Hized twenty-five, the pastors 
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doing the baptizing. I have organized one church 
with forty members and with {!ood prospects to grow 
to one hundred. I conducted three funerals, and 
married two couples. 

I received $357.00. 
F. G. Wyrick. 

Next year's session of this Association was voted 
to be held with Hannon Church, and is to begin on the 
last Wednesday evening of August 1925. Motion car
ried to adjourn till 2:30 P.M. Prayer by Bro. Shuey. 

11 o'clock Services:- Divine services conducted 
by Bro. Thomas· L York and Allen Shuey, Lesson John 
15:1-14. Subject, the vine and the bnmcbes. 

The report of the Ordaining and Exomining coun
cil in the examination of Bro. I. N. Grimsley for license 
to prl"ach. After singing by the congregation, Bro. 
Grimsley, offered prayer. The Bro." was questioned by 
different members of the council. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON 

Song by the congregation. Scripture reading 
Ro·n. 12 by MJderator. Prayer by W. A. Anderson. 

Minutes of Morning session read and approved. 
Moti0n carried to place the names of Glenn M~

Carty and wife on the roll as delegates from Fair View 
Church. 

Report of Committee on Ordination and Examina
tion:- We. your committee on ordination and exam
ination report, that wherras upon public examiuation 
find that Bro. Nelson Grimsley cannot be granted 
preacher's lieense, on account of the ruling of the State 
A5sociation and Free Will Baptist TreatiEe, . on account 
of his present \lse of tobacco. 

1 F. G. Wyrick, Chairman. 
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Upon rt!commendation from the Business ·Com
mittee and by vote of the' confen·nce Ry-law No 3 was 
amended· by inserting:·. 'the N<>. 5 at 'th~'beginning of 
By-law No. 3 making it to read five delegates.' · ···:; 

· Program Committee reported that Bro.'Price would 
preat:h Friday night, Bro. Shuey Sat. at 11 o'clock, 
Bro. Wyrick Saturday night, and Bro: Fergm:on Sun
day at 11 o'clock. 

Rep~rt of Resolutions Committee::._ Be it resolved 
that we· ·extend our heartfelt thanks and; '-appreclati.ori 
to the members Of the Free Wil( Baptist Chi11 ~h and 
the citizens· of El Dorado Spririgs: Moss'ouri, for the 
kindness aiid. hospitality shown to all delegates and 
visitors during our stay amon'g ihem: 

Joa Cockrell, Chairman. 

Report of C11minittee on Ministerial Standing:-
We find that the following are en tit led to Annual 

Certificates of Standiug:- B. F. Brown, T C. Ferguson 
F. G. Wyrick, W:H:'York, H. Seward, j. T. Williams. 
Thomas L. York, Wm. C.·Bybee and G. \V. Powell. 

· · 0. T. Fast, Chairman. 
Motion carried to adjourn till 9 a. m .. Saturday. 
Benediction by B. F. Brown. · 

FRIDAY NIGHT SESSION 

Divine service:'! conducted by Bro. Prior L. Price. 
Scripture reading, Matt. 23. Text. Matt 23:23. Subject. 
The weightier things of life. 

SATURDAY MORNING 

Praise by congregation. Sc~ipture reading Psalm 19 
by Moderator. Prayer by 0. T. FaRt: Minutes of Fri
day P. M.and night sessions read arid approved. 

' ~ : j. ' ~. • • 
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Pastor of Hannon Church is to preach the intro
ductory serm•m next year. 

Bro. Bascom Cassatt not being present to be ex
amined for lic~nse to preach, the matter was referred 
to the Executive Board. 

Motion carried to retain Bro. F. G. Wyrick as our 
tent evangelist until next session of the Association. 
The tent is to be use I within the bounds of this Asso
ciation whenever there is a call for it, but when it ·is 
not called for in this Association Bro. Wyrick is to 
have the ri!lht to take the tent outside. 

Motion carried to send Bro. B. F. Brown as cor
responding messenger to represent this body at Union 
and Indian Creek Associations. 

Motion carried to take an offering to pay the 
freight on the tabernacle. Offering was taken and 
amounted to $4.00 

Minutes of Saturday Morning session read and ap
proved. 

Motion carried to adjourn till the Jaet Wednesday 
night in August, 1925. Benediction by B. F. Brown. 

1l o'elock Service:- Preaching services by Bros. 
Frank Shaw and I. N. Grimgley. Lesson, 1 Cor. 2:1-16. 
Text, 1 Cor. 2:13. 

ROLL OF STANDING MEMBERS AND DELEGATES: 

T. C. Ferguson. 
B. F. Brown. 
Thos. L. York. 

T. A Burns. 

Ministers: 

Visitors: 

F. G. Wyrick. 
Wm C.-Bybee. 
W. H. York. 

Prior L. Price. 
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G. B. Manis. 
0. T. Fast. 
W. H. Potts. 
W. L. Douglas. 

Deacons: 

Ed. Washburn. 
I. N. Grimsley. 
W. H. Whistance. 
E. S. Lewis. 

John LacCearse 

Church Clerks: 
Ira McDonald, W. P. Hopkins. 

I. N. Grimsley. 

Josie Smith. 
Mrs. Ira .Duncan, 
Frank Shaw. 
J. W. Moul. 
Ira Duncan. 
G. E. Wade. 
Mrs. C. W. Rickets. 
Mrs. Loten Thomas. 
W. A. Anderson. 
Glenn McCarty. 

Delegates 

BY-LAWS 

Nellie Fast. 
Mrs. S. E. Douglas. 
Mrs. G. B. Manis. 
Joe Cockrell. 
Mrs. Ira McDonald. 
Mary Wade. 
Loten Thomas. 
Chas. Miller. 
Sister Thea Miller. 
Vernie McCarty. 

1. Each annual session of this Association shall 
be called to order by the clerk, and in his or her ab· 
sence, the assistant clerk, and in his or her absence 
the standing member having seniority in years. Af~ 
ter the clerk. or the one calling the assembly to order, 
shall declare a· quorum present, he or she shall call 
the moderator, to the chair, and in his or her absence 
the assisant moderator, and in his or her absence, the 
standing member having !:ieniority in years. 
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2. Each session of this Association shall be 
opened and closed with prayer. 

3. Five (5) dele~:ates, from three (3) or ~ore 
churches, shall constitute a quorum to transact bus
iness for the Association but any less number may 
adjourn from time to time. 

4. A member wishing to speak in conference 
shall arise and address the Moderator, and shall be 
recognized by him, and shall not be allowed to speak 
longer than five minutes nor more than twice, on any 
subject, without the consent of the conference. 

5. New churche& may be admitted to this As
sociation by majority vote of the conference. 

6. The yeas and nays may be taken on any 
question by the request of one-fourth of the mem
bers present. 

7. A committee of five lay members, delegates 
present at the Association, shall be elected to look 
into the standing of the ministry and make report to 
the Association before it adjourns, for approval or 
rejection. 

8. No one shall be ordained to the Gospel min
istry in this A~sociation till they have carried preach
er's license for at least one year, and must have re
ceived a r.all to pastor some church. The call for or
dination must come from the church that has called 
him or her to pa~tor the church, or from the church 
in which he or she •holds membership. 

9. AH committees shall be appointed by the 
moderator or by the assistant moderator when not. 
otherwise provided for by the Association. 
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I 0. Whenever practicable, all busine~s of im
portance coming before the locai churches shall l:e 
decid~d by secret ballot, a majority vote to decide. 

· I I. It shall be the duty of the churches of 
this Association, that have a total meml:eship of 
less than fifty, to send to the clerk of this Associ
ation, the sum of two dollars ($2.00) each year, and 
each church, with a total membership of fifty or 
more, shall send the sum of three dollars ($3.00:l 
each year to defray the general expenses of the 
Asssociation. 

12. It shall the duty of the preachers andthe 
churches of this Association to try to work in har
mony with the Home Mission Board of this As
sociafion. 

13. A request from a church that a brother 
or. sister be examined for license or for ordination 
to preach the Gospel shall not mean that he or she 
shall be licensed or orrlained, but that a council be 
appointed to examine him or her, and if. after the 
examination, the council thinks best he or she may 
be licensed or ordained. 

14. \ ny preacher belonging to this Association 
who does not make a report of his or her work, 
either in person, by ldter or by proxy, for three 
successive years, shall have his or her nam~ drop
ped from the minutes. 

15. It shall be the duty of each church to 
have its pastoral year to .end with the annual session 
of the Association, and to hold its annual business 
meeting before the Association m~ets each year. 

16. . When a church fails to report to the As
sociation its last report shall be carried over in the 
minutes. 
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17. Ali old or afflicted ministers, who so de

sire, may be enrolled on a superanuated list, and 
not be required to report to the Associati:m in order 
to receive an Annual Certificate of Ministerial 
Standing. 

18. These by-laws may be amended at any 
session of this Association by a two-thirds vote of 
the members present. 

CONSTITUTION 
Art. 1 This body shi:!ll be• known as the C ntral 

Western Mis~ouri and Southeastern Kansas Associa
tion of Free Will Baptists, and shall he composed of 
such constituent well regulated Free Will Baptist 
churches as shall, from time to time, unite with the 
body and agree to this Constitution. 

Art. 2. Sec. 1. The acting members of this Asso
ciation shall be such as are chosen by the several chur
ches of which this Association is composed. Each 
church being entitled to one delegate and each church 
having twenty-five resident members, two delegates 
and one delegate for each additional twenty-five resi
dent members or major part thereof, and all ordained 
deacons, ordained ministers anrl licensed ministerli of 
the several churches of this Association. 

Sec. 2. A resident member shall be a member in 
good standing who discharges his or her obligations to 
the church, and who resides near enough to attend 
church services, or one who resides at a distance but 
discharges his or her obligations to the church. All 
other members shall be consiiered nonresident members. 

Art. 3, The officers of this Association shall be a 
Moderator, an Assistant Moderator, a Clerk, an Assist-
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ant CleFk, and a Treasurer; all of said officers to be 
ele cted annually at the regular session of the Associ
ation, and shall hoid office until successors are elected 
and qualified. 

Art. 4. This Association shall elect a board of five 
members, two of which shall be preachers. This board 
shall be called the Home Mission and Executive Board 
of the Association. One member of the board shall be 
elected to hold office for one year, one for two years, 
one for three years, one for four years, and one for 
five years. After the qrst election one member shall 
be elected each year and hold office for five years or 
till his successor is elected. This board· shall have 
charge of the 11ork of the Association when it is not 
in session .. 

Sec 2. The Home Mission and Executive Board 
of this Association shall be the Trustees of the Asso
ciation and shall have chargfl of its property. 

Art. 5. Sec 1. This Association shall meet annually 
at such time and place as shall meet with the pleasure 
of the Association and it shall be the duty of all church
es of which it is composed to represent themselves 
by letters and delegates. 

Sec. 2 .. It shall be the duty of all ministers of 
this Association to attend each session or report by 
letter. And all ministers reporting b) letter or in per
sot' 5hall be' entitled to a certificate of ministerial 
standing by the Association. 

Art. 6. This constitution may be ·altered or 
amended .by vote of any session of the A~sociation, 

notice of such intended change having been given in 
writing. at least three months before such change 
shall be voted upon, to the Executive Board. 
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Having given ourselves to God by faith in Christ 
and adopted the Word of God as our rule of faith 
and p:acdc~. we n:>w give ourselves to one another 
by the will of God in this solemn covenant. We 
promise ty His [n:ce to love and obey Him in 
all thin ~s. to avoid all appearance of evil, to abstain 
from all sinful ammement and unholy conformity 
to the worlJ, from all Eanction of the use and sale 
of intoxicming beverages and "to provide things 
hmest in the sight of all men." 

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligaticns in 
reference to the study of .the ~criptun:s, sEcret 
prayer, family devotion and social worship, and by 
self-denial, faith and g)od WJrks endeavor to "grow in 
grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savic r, Jems 
Christ." We will not forget the c ssembling of ourselves 
together for church conferences, ~ublic worship, and the 
observance of the ordinances of the Gospel, 'nor fail to 
pay according to · our ability for the support of the 
church, of its poor, and all its benevolent work. We 
agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof with 
meekness, and to watch over one another in love, en
deavoring to "keep the unity of the Spirit," in the 
bond of peace, to be careful of one another's happiness 
and reputation, and seek to strengthen the 
weak, encourage the afflicted, admonish the erring 
and, as far as. able, promote the success of the church 
and of the Gospel. We will everywhere hold Christian 
principles sacred and Christian · obligations and 
enterprises supreme; counting it our cheif business in 
life to extend the influence of Christ in society. 
constantly praying and toiling that the Kingdom 
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of God may come, and His will be done in earth 
as it is in heaven. 

· To this end we agree to labor for the promotion 
of educational and denominational enterprises, the 
support of missions, the success of Sabbath Schools 
and evangelical efforts for the salvation of souls and the 
conversion of the world, and may the God of peace 
sanctify us wholly and preserve us blameless unto the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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