
LIFE OF CLEMENT PHINNEY. 

., FROM HI3 BIRTH TO HI3 CONVERSION. 

CLEXENT PHINNEY was born in Gorham, Maine, 
August 16th, 1780. To this town, John Phinney, his 
great-grandfather, removed fiom Cape Cod, Mass., 
more than a hundred years ago. That this ancestor 
of his h t  settled Gorham, and the date of,his settle- 

\ . ment, appear- h m  the following copy of 8 part of the 
inscription on a block of granite, erected at Gorham 
Corners," by p;blic authority : 

Y U. CUT. . - Joan PHINNEY 
COMMENCED THE 

FIRST SETTLEIKENT OF THIS TOWN 
MAY 1736. 

To Edmund Phinney, son of John, and grand- 
, father of Clement, though only ibarfeen years of age 

at the time of %e settlement," is attributed the hon- 
or of felling the k€ tree cut in the t o m  by the 
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white man's axe. Tradition makes him the hero'of 
other exploits in equal esteem q o r i g  pioneers. Of 
these the following may be of inter&% &me : 

The h t  inhabitants of Gorham, like-those of most 
frontier towns, especially in those times, suffered from 
the attacks of hostile tribes of Indians. When Ed- 
mund was only twenty years of age, it is related, 
that to ascertain if the enemy was near, he with two 
others was sent forth h r n  the fort, which the inhab- 
itanh had built upon a spot still knob as "Fort 
HilL" The party had proceeded but a little way, 
when E h u n d ,  ashe stepped upon a &ump 'the bet- 
ter to observe, saw three Indians skulking in ihe 
thick under-wood. H e  had time only to exclaim, 
" Here they are," till they fired upon him,,,He fell, 
and his companions snatching him up for dead, hart- 
ened back to the fort, * Fortunately, being only 
stunned, he speedily recovered -Two ki]s wounded -. 
his head, add a third yawed th&gh the flesh of the , 
arm. It was ascertained afterward that these Indians 
were his personal acquaintkces and play-fellows ; -- 
and, that they aimed at hirn&pecial.ly, as $hey them- 
selves confessed when $ace, returned, becatke they * 

feared in him a formidabie snemy. '..cI =s 

This anecdote, though without the heroic denoue- 
ment of many that are related of him, gives us a 
dimpse of the kind of training through which many P 

of our ancestors passed, preparatory to the great strug- 
gle for 1ndependenee-a ptruggle a h i d  wss then 
approaching, and i which, this ~drn*d served to 
godd purpose a .  ss a-Colone~ . . - , -  

4 ' C .  

One of -those who carried him to the fort was his 
future- father-in-l$, semen t weserve; whose Chris- 
tian name ha3 deicendid to the subject of our sketch- 
es. Edmund's third %on, E dmund, Jr., was Clement 
Phinney3 father. He  married Sarah Hamblen, some 
descendints of whose family are still residing in Gdr- 
ham. - Of the eight children sprung from this mar- 
riage, the eldest is Clement, to whom we now re- 
turn. 

Of his &idhod and youth we have but few thin& 
to r&& 'and &n;of these wonders. There is not 
often a case of wliioh it may be baid with so much 
truth, however, that he inherited a goodphysical con- 
stitution, and consequently a large share of good na- 
ture and cheerfulness, as well as that strong common 
sense which is so exceedingly rare, notwithstanding 

w - it5 name. *+ L 

His intellectial endowments present that combina- 
tion which is adapted to quick and accurate obse&a- 
tion, rather than to profound and mns&utive reas&-,.' .&y . 

- . ing. -His talent, as we say, is practical, rather* ,' 
' e2 

theoretical-adapteda& present visible execution,mth- 
er t M  to operating silently and -systematic$y t ~ ~ o n  

. age$ HE impulses in youth and middle age were 
strong, but combined with those generous sentiments 
which render even a forcibl? nature agreeable. 

- His love of music, even in childhood, was exces- 
sive. He  early learned to exercise his powers-of 
song, by which he attached his equals to himself, and 
rendered his company .desirable to adults. This tal- 
ent, being cultivated an5 consecrated to God, h y  

' a -  * t- 
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began to reftect upon his religkua interest& Beyond 
the grave there wap for him neither light nor hope. 
In the deep an@& of a sod, an&& afa  want of 
preparation for the excbange of worlds, ha vowed, if 
h* life shoald be spared; to d&iote the zest of his 
&ys to the-service of God. His ww, &e & 00th- 
em made to poatpone present duty, m e  made only 
to be broken. Upon his f ecove~ ,  bmgh ao longer 
fauna in; the company of gamblers, there sere few 
balls within his reach without his presenq In mew 
pleasure bi sought for happiness. . - - 

For tbs age of twenty- he M d W  with 
b e  bright anticipatiaw* which the invaria61e 
usbw of disappointments wmpondingly sad.' A 
gloom oyertook this pleasure-seeker* as, eaane;r or 
b r ,  dl such are overtakes 3C .was so rkrh& t b t  
his father aad &her f i i e d s  inquired for its arigin. 

, T o  them he kturnd-abnest an7 answer-bn€ the true 
we, a rastd &mm&ofiofilth his ?&&ei: V&y 
he -pur&es the ssme murk, b g h  his msotd- night 
becomes more and more dismal. . 
k Bi. t w e n t y - W  ye&; {~arcb,-l803, J hi was 

mtVri4 tu Joanna, dsu&er of Csptain Josiah Wal- 
free, k cap& Elizrrbethi Both with heart).'good 
will len ihir. 'pIe85ure-goiog 88SOCiatiiins to aeek for 
happiness in tIie p d t  of wealth. . Wiih p x l  pros- 
pect& he entered apon bminess in his native town. 
But succegs in worldly gaod cannot banish a sense of 
intergal po-. 

Doring biS twen~fourth year, underthe-pressure 
d-I& d q p y  s@t, he betads himself to prayer for 

the f2& h e  in bia We. This d y  revealed to him 
more clearIy his sad want of co&rmity to the divine 
law. Sin revived in him with unwonted power. Elis 
hopes died. But, instead of applying to a cpucEed 
and risen Christ b deliver him fmm tha &sh h 
which his spirit was struggling, he thou& to banish 
his wretchedness by fleeing to the c o m p f  of those 
who spoke of the Savior only to deride. - Such, how- 
ever, is God's merey, && his Spirit, to idiereaae cori- 
vietion, ' oftea eqdoys the very d-0 Bb whit& the 
sinner r e ~ ~ r i s  to eaeqe frdm it dtoge&&l ajd thug , 

leads him rho *ss bent up& & a t m i i %  &$ m 
pent- not to be npested & Tqie &%dm 
tiem. a .  . . I * 

& the d n t e ~  of the t n e ~ ~  profBis.agq 
Mi-. Phinney, with the expres8 desigd s 
respite h r j a  his convict5on!q took @eat.paiu6W devote - 
one &y to the kind of company befbm ng&& /F& 
day -Be &missed his .aoU::,-  es&H 
t o  g c ~ d ~ ~ ~  h h  a neighbor wai;Faie* H& eon- 
venient oiportnnQ, wnas accustod€@b&rhe i d t d  
ided ,  & went on:. Satnrdap m o r n e i i g ~ M  a 
fen miles disimt. f i e *  theyv*$ b w ~ p y  
of glee eompaoins; They-& g & e % ? k h $ f ~ ~ t 6  
bseebmaEan revelry. Of this coni&iabF W e y  
was leader and life. Calling Bimskf -I%@ ' Jdw, 
he delivered mock sermons, an& engaged in &kU he- 
ologid debat9 with some of those Pcho st, mu& & 
s a c e  the cause of Christ, known as b a d d d e ~ 9 ~  On b 

their m y  home that evening his *W as#d&a 
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was converted into a real preacher.' 6: Clement," said 
he; yip& wickedness to-day hhs fairly frightened me.'' 
This r ekk '&ed  to the_heart of his hearer con- 
viction, 'no less p n i e n t  than that experienced by 
John Briayan, when a wicked woman said to him, that 
he 6L was the ungodliest fellow. for swearing that she 
ever heard in all her life." . "That day," to use Mr. 
Phinney's o m  words, was the worst of my life. I 

scarcely recur to it ~ i t h o u t  a shudder." 
Haying spent most of two nighte and the inter- 

vening Sabbath in great distress of mi& he was on 
his way Monday morning to his school. me pass- 
@ hungha  woody vale that seemed to his excited 
imagination's chosen place for Divine manifestations, 
he hears a mice which, though deep in the recesses 
of his own heah, seems to him to come from above. 
','Whithe?;" cried the voice of the Eternal, 'fwhith- 
er, 0 young man, art -thou bound ?" a To destruc- 
&on,"; he ,i.voluntaril~ responds ' my press on 
to that destiny," said the voice, cg why not turn and 

?" Lord help," said he, Nand I will-" 
, He still procrastinated and still suffered. How the. 

day pmsed he cannot remember. . But he well re- 
' '' 
members that a release h m  cares and the solemn 
h0m-s Of hight b&ught hi& to a full oonkiousness .of 
his wretched condition. 
- B f  the close of -this term he accepted an invitation 
to take charge of a school at  Standish Neck, within 

- 1 

htnself again resolving, .when separated from hs 
I 

~ ~ C i a t e s ,  to pay his. vows. H e  prepared 
- 

. . 

himself thus to learn by bitter eberienc'e that troth 
of the Bible, so hard for us all to Ieam, YBehoId, 
now is the day of salvation." 

" It is a poor rekef we gain 
To change the place but not the psian 

By contract be was to board in the family of John 
Plaisted. He  wish'ed.to board in that quiet Christian 
family the better to carry into effect his resoltitions. 
When he arrived h e  found that his evilfame had pre- 
ceded ,him. .Mrs. p. consented twbke him 'intd the 
family only till other arrangementsc;dd be made. 

H e  commengd his school, and in a few 
Iks po- p&, as usual, became warmly att&hed to'hirn. Amoni 

them was so adopted son of his hostess. The time 
cnm-e for the change. The son plead with the mother in 
his teacher's behalf. The tea'eher determined to stand 
upon the contract or leave the schooL AU the children 
of the district declaredfor their teacher, and Mrs. P. 
herself had seen nothing out of the way in her boarder. 
I t  is.scar<ely ieeessary to add tkatj as in most cases, the 
children carried the day, and the'schodl continued. . 

Sometimes Mr. P h i i n g  strove to derive from 
conversation with Mrs. P., some light concerning e e  
way of life. She mhtrusts in him only a desire to 

. . play the sanctimonious part for his own amusement, 
- and, therefore, afRorded him very 'little instruction: 

For the same purpose, he attended prayer meetings, 
, but with like success. He  a& regarded as one who 

&me in merely to spy out the liberty of Christians,. 
and, therefore, ' they took the precaution to change 
meetings appointed for vocal prayer into those of the 
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opro$ mroved Quaker style. The faith of such 
@u%tianS never removes mountains. 4 - 

In  the same town, though a few miles distant; re- 
sided Sargeand Shaw, a Christian to whom living and 
walking '(in the Spirit," imported something nore 
than attention to forms -and dogmas. He believed 
the Holy Spirit promptedhim to visit Mr. Phinney 
for religious conversation; ~e obeyed the inward 
e d ,  notwithstanding some of hi3 friends urged him 
not to- expose himself to the ridicule of 'C the wicked 
teacher." He arrived at Mr:Plaisted9s a little before 
th2 *her was expected to return. As soon as he 
b e d  he hashed  to meet him. Mr. Phin- , 
ney,'' sSdihe, I have 'come to conv&se with you 
on the subject of religion." "1 am glad to see you 
on that errand," said 'Mr. Phinney, adding, " I greatly 
feel the need of religion." He related in fun to Mr. 
SBaw his gals' of mind. . * 

This visit gave great strength h the ~hristian, and 
to the seekei a determination never yieldtill he 
should experience the pardoning mercy of Christ. 
8hould w e  always be A prompt to obey the Spirit's 
@ was . Mr. , Shaw, how often might we act the part 
$ ap Ananias to some 'groping Paul.' . "Though God 
speaks from the sky to awaken in the human heart 
a deep yearning for salvation, he leaves it to his writ- 
ten word and to Christians to give specific directions. 

m e  next Saturday after this visit, while Mr. Phin- 
ney was on his way to Gorham to spend the Sabbath 
with his family, he mas overtaken by one of his corn- 
@WS. " Clement," said he, LL what makes you look 

so solemn?" The unbes:itating reply was, ''1 am 
seeking God." To his family's inqniries he made 
similar reply. Sabbath evening w h ~ k  at singing 
school, (for he was accustomed to teach such,) a very 
profane man, during an intermission, roughly address- 
ed him as to his seriousness, but the candid reply soon 
checked the spirit of ridicule; Here is one whose 
soul is in .earnest ; he cares not how many or who 
know that he is seeking for redemption through 
Christ. Many a one brought near to the kingdom of 
heaven loses his soul, for want of resolution to face 
the sneer of some worthless resociata- - . + I, - 

Xay [I8063 had made the earth glad and,gay be- , 
fore he entered upon the last week of his t e k  ; but 
still there was yet no joy in his heart. He felt, as he 
remarked this week to one of his pupils, that he m 
"a poor lost sinner." But to his sad heart joy was 
approaching. He had lost aIl dependence npon him- 
self. He was wholly intent npon mercy thmgk' 
Christ. Slumber had forsaken his eyelids. As at the 
midnight hour he wrestled in prayer the burden of his, 
guilt passed away. -A glorious Iight burst npon his 
mul and filled it with a divine eeptacy. He waited n& 
till morning to communicate the glad intelligenoe fp 
the Christian family in which he was boading. To- 
gether, till break of day, they praised and prayed. - 

This morning, as he passed along the shores of a 
beautiful lake to a grove where, in his darkness, he 
had often prayed and wept bitter tears of repentance, 
it seemed to him that literally "old things" had pass- 
ed away, and all things become new." All things 



seemed to partake of his own joy.. The bright wa- 
ters. wear a new smile ; the birds have new - songs ; 

?' the a-ves are filled with the presence of a life-giving 
Deity. 

1n a day or two he entered his school for the Isst 
time. H e  felt much more like praying Gith his pu- 
pils, and exhorting them to flee to Christ, than attend- 
ing to his ordinary duties. He commenced his ac- 
customed routine, but soon the scene was changed. 
One of the pupils while reading began, to shed tears 
at the thought of parting so soon with her teacher. 
B h y  from kindredfeelings soon imitated her. The 
teacher found himself unable to restrain Gs tears. 

* He spent the remaining hour in accordance with his 
own feelings. " Though more than forty years have 
passed," said one of those pupils the other-day, "1 
have not forgotten that scene. I never shall. We 
all wepLy' Years afterward Mr. Phinney had the 
privilege gf reaping fruit of that day's sowing. 

., 'Dear reader, you have seen in this case the sinner 
"ve to sear his conscience by plunging deeper and C 

,deeper into sin. But such is the nature of the soul 
that i t  can never be at rest .till reconciled to 

. In a atate of alienation it has tribulation, -but 

.t 
it has peace. May that peace be-yours, 

CLEMENT PHINNEY. . 25 

- 

CHAPTER II. 

FROM HIS CONVERSION TO HIS UNION WITH THE CHURCH. 

UPOX Mr. Phinney's return from Standish, the 
news of his conversion soon spread among his neigh- 
bors, and furnished them with a theme for not a~little 
conversation. Many of his former associates took 
early occasion to call upon him, that they might con- 
verse with one after his conversion, who before, had 
M) offen made them m e r g  by his witticisms in regard 
to religion ; and, when they found him who once "had 
the legion, in his right- mind," they were not a little 
astonished. When they left, instead of the idle curi- 
osity which had prompted their calls, a. wholesome 
conviction of tbeir need of a similar change, had 
poss&on of their minds; and one of the number. 
soon submitted to God. r- p -* ." 

Though for no good reason he delayed joining ib; 
church, he exercised his influence in owak6ning Ithe 
consciences of others, and his own soul made rapid 
advancement in the new life. . But he could n&lo+ 
remain in this condition in safety ; for soon he began 
to feel the need of sympathy and encouragement from 
othem, both for his own progress, and for his highest 
usefulness toward others. On the other hand he be- 

- gan to fear, that if he should join the church, and be T. 
f'aithful to the grace already operating .in his heart, 
hekduld be called to a life more public than he de- 
sired. 'Here he fakere!. Hf zeal departed. He 


