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~ i 1t lt f f. s ' & f . 
, The Scnnon Introductory to htt!linc.'-'s n-:~s Jdin~rcd hy E l·kr 1 I . . T. 
APPER~o:--:, from the ·f>th chapter of G :~l l:l ti:-~ll ~ . ll:t v~r.~l:l : :c ,' : . · ~ · l 
fa.'lt thercfl>rc in the liberty whcrc~ith Chri~t hath 111arle •ts fr~c.'' . . . 
After which the Delega tes a:o; . .;cmhled at tl1e CJuan·h, nn tl were ·:·dl l.! tl 
to onlcr. Pr..~ycr by Elder V . . 1. Appcr.-:rm . 
·; 1st. In-ritcd Ministers of other Ecclcs i:-~ s tic:ll Dcnoruinati•)n:l to 

!eat., with us. 

1 2d. C::~lled for <.:orrcsponding I .cttcrs. Ucccivcd :~ m1 rca•l the 
1 Letters from · ten Churches, and minuted their ~tate. 
I · 3d. Orga.nized tla c hotly by clectiu~ Elrlf"r IJ. ,J. Arr•:r..;r,s 
j ~Ioderntor, and Eluct· K C. B~:r.ns Clerk. 

I 4th: Appointed the followiu~ Committees, "i1.: On preachi 11·:, · 
Brethren S. Fulfiml antl C. Souter from tl1r. Church, :~nJ .T. .\. 

I Park, S. A l'erctt an1l A. Dunc:tn from the ),,.1.\·. On arr:!n _~" l ll•' t t:, J ! \ 
••• :.• (

1 
F. T. Dozeumn, R Christi:ua• E. C. Hccr:'i, J. C. Brooks, anti W. T. 

j 
; 

Park. 

i 5th. Called for Petiti0nnry L~ttcr:'l , :tll•l' rcccin~, J a L•~ t ter ;p• .) 

j · Delegate from Xew Fricnd:.:hip, :1 newly ~~m~tituf ccl Cl111rdt in 1 : · : .~. 
j ' ~ell county, .Alah:uua, which was rceci\·f"d, :111tl the ri~h t h;tud nf' 

_r fellowship cxtcnuctl to their Ddc).f:ttc J,y. tlte }lntlcr:tt .. r . 
1 

. · 6th. Called for ('orrcl'pondcn<:c, and rccei,·cd Rrdltrc:n ,f. ('. 1:. 
Lockhart and F.. .J. Hod~cr:-:, from the F. B. ~\~::ociatil)ll 1 with :t 

package oC. minutcs- tla c d~ltt h:llltl of fricltlJ:..hip exteudo:•l ICl th"ln 
by the l\Ioder:tlor. Adjournc~l till i'lon t.l:ty mornin~, !l d'clock. 
Prayer by Urother .J. C. H. Lnckhnrt. 

On .the Snbhnth the ~land w:~ ::. occupictl by Elders .J. C. H. Ll)tk· 
hart and E . J . Uod~en:;, in the nnlcr of their J ~<~ nt cs, '~c l11t:: t with 
moch good eflcct-llrutlwr J,nt.:klaart on the ~ul•je<:t of ~[i~~ in ll.-;­
aftcr which a <:OIIeetion W:l!; taken up and rccci,·cd :'14. 10. 

.. 
Mo~I>AY !\fon :-v t ~r.. n o'r.loc:k. 

i\let pursuant to n.JjouniUtcut. Pmycr hy Brother E. .J. l: ott~~..' r:<. 
lst. Cnlled tlte names of Dclt'!!atcs and 111nrkcd ab~cn~~:r:-: . 
2d. Renewed the calJ fi)l' Con:l'"(>Olttlcnt·c . , I 

I 

l 

3d. Read the Decorum. 
4th. Rend the Com;tituti l'·n of the ~\:-::-:ntia ti,m . 

. 5th. Appointed th e followiu.!.!; Jkctla rcu a (\ttulnitt•:'' 011 l '•m c::­
pondence, "iz: K. Ma~5ey, '\'. F. Henson, E . C. Beers :t111l L. Shq r· 
herd . 

6th. Callt>d fo r the Vire:ular Letter, nnd ng;·cecl t•> r<'ccin: <l ntl 
publish it. (Appcnclix A.) Adjourrc•l fur Prc;~:hin~.' ·~ :'1!'~· ­
noon-ruct :accord in~ to ndjournmcnt.. P1~tycr by hrot her " . \\ . 
Pal mere. 
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2 ftiJNUTES. 

itb. ('nllt>d for ntu.l receh·ed the report 'of the Exccuti"e Com-
m.ittce.· (:\pp<i~di.x H.) , 

8th. C:tllctl fur the report nf the Committee :tppoin tcd to cndc:tYor 
to :'ldju."t. tltn ilifficulty hctrrccn .J. Ilecs, S:trclil' Church :111d this 
oody, wlud1 wm; re~cin'u nne! rcfcrrell to n select Qommittce, com- {t 
po~r<l of the followmg Brethren, yjz ~-"'"'· F. Denson, B. C. Beers 
nnd J. C. Droo)cs. ~ 

. !ltJi. Appoi~tccl the next Amiunl SrFsion nf tltis hCldy to be held 
-,.·,th ~In<·edom:t Church. Hu~~cJI county, .·\bh:unn, to contf!l<'n<~e on 
Snturday before the thi rcl ~nbbnth in October, 185!>. 

1Oth. Appointed Jlrothr.r ,T. V. llrooh to write the next Circulnr 
Letter. · . · 

11th. Appointed the follorrin~ Brethren Ddegatcs ft) tlte U. n. 
Associ:ttion, to be hchJ witl1 A t~ll:t~cdon Churrh, Pil\c county, Ga., 
f!C'\"cn · miles S. '"· fro10 ~chulon, to rnmmencc 0 11 Sn turday before 
tl1c second Sun<lay in 8cptcmher uext, ,·jz: W. F. Henson, R C. 
Deem, 1\. Christian, W. w·. P:tlmcre and J . A; Pnrk: 

12th . .AJ•pointcd Rrotl•cr R C. flcc1-s to writ~ tl•e Letter of Cor-
. itesponde~e . . ("'~ppet•dix C.)~ . · 

13th . .£\ p~Ynted Blrlr.r K .. ~f:t~~ey to prcncb the next Introduc­
tory &crmc:m--;-};Jder J. ll:t rtl'ficld hiJ; :tlternntc. 

14th. The lTJI.ion Meeting of the first Dish·iet to be held ~ith 
RepuLlirnn Churcla, ;\! u~cogcc couuty, to eommc>nec oJt Fridny ni~l•t 
before tl.c fifih ·. S uuc1ay iii .July ne~t-"r· F. Ticn~on to pre:tch the 
Introductory Ser:won. · 

15th. The Uni.on l\Jrctinf! nf tlac ~t'con d District. to be 1Jcld rrith 
Corintli Ghurcfti:~·I.arion <:0t111ty, tn commence on Friday night be­
fore. the fourtl~~tti~ay in Jnly nl":tt-D . • 1. Appm~on to pre.1ch !he 
Introductory SC?lmloiJ. .-\ cljonmcd till to-lllorrow morning, 9 o'clock. 
Prajcr by Ht?,t her ' lC .Mns!'ey. 

\ .. 
Tm.:snAY l\Jomnrm, n o'clock. 

M <>t ncconlit;g·to :tdjour111ncnt. l'r:tyer hy w·. T. P:uk 
ht .. Called for the report hf thr select Committee to wl)t)m w:u: 

rcfert<'d the adju~11llent nf theca~!! of Ehler .T. Ree~, ~:trdis Church, 
11nd tl1il' Lod_r. 'J'Ite .Co111mittec report as follows: ;l'hat. l•; hcr<' ... ~s 
the S:trdil' Vln1reh :tucl Eltlcr .J. Hers hnYe "'·itluh-:yi'tn frout thJl' 
As~oci:ttion; coiJtr.'l ry In the Con~t itufinu, :tau.l tla:tt the ,;nicl ::::mlis 
Clmrcla ltnl' nl~o dis:-:oln ·tl in tl isnnlrr, we, the l'iclc<:t Commift~c, de-

• clare itl' prort><'dillg~ to 1taYc ht•cn iiJe:;al, atHl t.laey nrc 110 lo11;;cr 
ameu:~hle to ns, nor :trc we nrcmant:~IJic for them heC:afier-"'·l11ch 
\ras rccci,·ed and adopted. . 

2d. A ppointcd an Executive Committe<.', to co11!'ist of the follow- · 
ing Brctlarcn, Yi7.: W. 1'. Park, It <?Jn·i~t ia u nntl .r.. C. Rro~k~ .• 

~d. Called for contributions for )lmutcs, :md recel\·etl 82_ I;,. 
4th. Took ltp .a :o:ubscription for the ~upport nf the itiner:1nc-y, and 

recci,·cd ~G l 00. (Append ix D.) . ..-
5th. A~reed to giY<.' fn the l.Tninn !\Jecting~ Clf th~Jr ro.c:pc('(l\·e 

Di!ifrie t ~, the pri,·ilc.~c of :rppl•i ntin~ the place of ltoldmg the .A~l'Cl· 
ci :tt ion~ anfl Union Meetings. 
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CIRCULAR. Ll:'l'Tt:n. 8 

Gtb. ltcsolvcd, that \f'C, a~ United Bapt i~t~, will uot. l•crraficr re­
cciTe into our Clmrcllc!' :tuy pcn4on" who J,:.,·c not. been l<'sr;•lly im­
mcr.-cu upoit a cre<lilnhlc profc!H~ion of their fitith in f'hrist, by a 
1c~1 :u.Jmini.-trntor. • 

i~ 7th. On.JC'rcd tho Clerk to l1:we thrrc huudrcd topics of the~ 
fllinutc~ printed and ui:stributcu1 und han the On'T}'IU~ of money for 
his sen·icca. . 

8th. Rc.·oh·cd, that WO l<:lHll!r the l'inr.rre th:mkfs of this oody to 
the citizens of tlli!! Yicinity, li,t their ki rulnc~s :llld ho~pitality to us 
during our l'll:•y with thc111 . Aujouruccl. !'J':lyer by 13rothcr "·· 
'V. l'alruere . . 

J-;DwARn C. llEJ::ns, CJcrk. 
D. J . AI'PJ-;Hso~, )loderatot. 

( Al'l'ENDIX A.) 

C I It C U 1 A lt L E T T E R. 
Dr.AR JlRETnnT.N :-The !imc l1ns nrriHrl ue:'in ~l•cn it becom·cs 

our duty to nddrcs." you in the form of n Cirrular. We l ,:~,·e there­
fore thought pro'per to ofTca· you :1 fc\v thought:; on tl1c nature and 
extent of tl1c Atonement. 

The Atonement is, il~rlf, one of the couu~els of Gon, :md ehould 
be considered usn 1\f'edmen of :•11 hi1> cnuu:-cl!i1 au indc1 to their 
cour,.e, aud fan1ple of thei r clHlr.lcter. 

Fir'!"t: The ..:\tone111cnL is n puhlic cxprc~:-ion of the divine decrees. 

, 

Tn the Aloncrurnt of his ~~m, the Etcrn:~l Father, and blessed 
~od, ,_mb~nm11 hi:; \lU'l>Osc~, ;md ~ays, 11 Fury i~ n1't in me;" 11 1 
knew the thoup.ht t\' aicla I have thou~ht conccrnin~ sou, thou~hts 
of peace, nnd not of evil." .Nntlaine tnn he so rc\·oltiug- to huOJan­
ity, and :-o rcpugunut tn a hca,·enly minrl, :1~ an liJJIOtla~is that 
suppo~cs the gre-at GClcJ , Fnfhcr, 8un, :lllcl Holy Spirit, brooding 
from eternity over n !il'heme .... of c,·jJ :1~1in :; t the cre:~lurc mnn. The 
CO\IIlFcJ of f:ud 1 UtUcn•cJ in nlJ fhiii~S :ln t} :-111'('1 is 3 l'Cll\nScl of peace, 
aud not of C\·il. The evil is not in tlar {'()lnl!:el ; f.11· nod, willing 
uwrc nhund:antly to slao'v unto tlat• lJcir.- of the J •ru rui~c the immutn­
Lility of his coum:cl, confirmed it hy :111 o:~th. thnt in ttl·o tlaint::s by 
\fhich it is impn!'sihlc for C: od to lie, we naic:ht lmve Flrtlug eo~fola-' : 
tion. Wlacrc, tlt \·n, c.Io men lirrt1 cl~:-pair? Where do th<'y find 
perdition ? Certainly not in the coun!id cJf (~(ltl ; for in tl1is ~lacrc 
is nothing but "slron:: con:5ol:ation." God h:a!' 110 counsd against 
the fal\'ntioll of any ~inner. l tCt _:-ome oa•c pt,int ont to us ~here 
such n laoslilc coun~cl is rcn·alcd. J,ct !'omc !'iHnl'r Lc mentioned 
wlao h:~s pcri~het1 iu con~erp1encc <'f :-nch cttum•d. The " ·la,olo coun-

.,.., 
:icl of God is for good, nnrl for 1;nod unls. Jt ~1y:-, "Let the wicked 
for~:akc his ways, and the unri;!hf con~ 111:111 his tlmnghts, and let 
llim tnru tmlo the Lord·, and he ,.,.;J) Jaa,·e mcrl'J upon him; and to 
our God, for he will .abuud:wtly p:~rclon . " I~ it posfiblc that G<ld 
m3y 11:wc any fiecrct counsel opposed to thi~ puhlic dccbration? H<i 
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I 4 (!JR('ULAR M ;Tn:n . 

bn~ no dct·ree tl1at (lp~r:t f cl' n~tiu~t !til' promise~ . He has' no pur­
.pol>e that. rottlr.~clict~ his n:~th. T helic,·e not.. He r:mnot deny 
himself. If Twt ltin~ cl!'r. will ptm·e tha t the decrees of God nrc nnt 
tltou::ht:~ of !'vii , lrt the C(lll ck~c-c•llsinn of 1kthlehcm-let the death t 

of c ·:thary, prnvc it : hrlic\'C it f.,r the "<'TJ W(lrk's !!nkc. The Son ~j 
of G~1d 't\'11lt drlin•n·d to dcnth "U\' the ·clctcmninnte coun!'cl and 
forC'bHnvlcd!!c of' floc!." .. \ ud ltow cii,J thi:' counsel run? Take a 
Rpecit .. t'ti: ;; (;cut ~u lon•d the world, t hnt l1e ga•e hi'=' o_nly hegot:en 
Sno, that "·ho~n!l' l., l'ic,·cth on hirn mi~ht not perish, bnt hn\'e 
c\·cr}a:,t i111! life." ~ 1 >oes tftc <' tol'S then cxpm:s e~ny thought~. of en) 
nt;":liri~t 'the Fittncr ~ . ~ 'o; hut it beat"' the i n~cription written witlt 
the blood of • \tuucn(ent; :111d ndc.l l'c."~<'U to men of aJJ languages : 
Him that comct.h \llrto w e. J wiJJ in no \rise cast out. 

At: the A tonement it; clr'is a mc.1~mc of pure benc•olcncc, it i~ as 
such, a ~.rccimen of all _tl,l~ ccmu~cl!l of God. Hear wh:~t the author_ 
of the Alonetncnt ~:1p:: " Thi:' i~ tlt e eondemnation"- not that 
tht·rc i~ a !"ettlcd cle~rc~ ·(tf rc!proh:rtion ~ooc forth, :tga.inst :my man 
<•r number of tuc~1, hu t..;~~ !tnt· li~ht is come unto the -world, and ruen 
loved_. cl:!~knc~s r.•t l~er ~~~)~~~i~lt t.." lJ cnce, it i~ charged against the 
})h:m~ces ,,s a hcnwu~· _eJ.:auc, th:rt tlwy u reJected the counsel of 
Gclcl a~:r iw-~ ·tltetttl'rh:r~~- ~~to .their own ruin. This cha~.!;e alleges 
tltat c\-elJ tlrin~ in t l !-t: . <i?~~J!"el it~clf is fc1r the benefit of the siuner, 
:rnd nothiu~ :lJ.raiu ~t · ltiui i ·:tha t all tl1e benefit~ of the counsel arc 
freely :wd ~iuccrely <.tffcr:cd fo the atccplaucc of the sinner; that the 
simtc'r Yoluntarily, hu t IIWl'f perYer~el)', rejects these benefits of the 
c·nnll!'cl; aud 1l1at t-uclt rejcctinu i ~ a cri!nc~ and makes· the sinner, 
:md the ~in ner :douc, tire 'autllt•r of his own 111in. The pm;posc, 
dc~ i!-! 11 :11111 lc' ntlenc·y of the :\ toncnrcnt is, not to condcm9>-thc 
worltl, but. A,~ t the ·world, throu~h l1iru, 111 igltt he saved. TJic sup­
pt•:-itiuu lh:t t tlt cre :n·c, not\ri tiJ :--t:rndiu.::. ~(JII JC decrees Fccrct1y oppo­
:Ot· t1 • : t hi!' nY~wcd ~~<>sign of IIH· :\ lo11emeut, is unre:!~onab~ im-
prl!k ltle, and u,npussi},)c. . 

Scc·ond : The .:\ toncmcnt mny be t cm:-:irl cred, fhrtltcr, as an ex­
prc::~irm tlf the uon-int<:rfel't' IH·c uf the di,·ine decrees with the 
lihcrty c•f mora l a~clll'>. ' 
' The wl1ole work of _·\tonement, from the inc:• rnntion of Christ to 
his n:-:ccn!-:ion, wm; <~cconrpli~hcrl "·ithout intcrfcri u~ lrith tl1e free 
ngeucy <!f nny one hci u[!. It s operation in mor~tl go,·crmucnt, and 
its :tpplic:rtiou to lllall hy the Holy ~pirit, arc cnrried on without in­
tcrfcrill;.! nr iuf'rin{!ing :tt all on Jru111:rn liberty; :~nd ns in tl1e C'h:tr­
ncfcr of' the ;\ toncJttcnt itself, ~o i!': the dwt-nctcr of the counFcl: 
COill'C'ru ir·~ it. ~o ndvocntc of liberty e:rn "'i~h for a freer mnge for 
the· frcetl t•lll of tl1e \rill, thau tlte .Jews :mel tlte Gentiles hnd, when 
the Sou of God \Yas cu~:•;rcd in the work of making nn .Atonement ; 
:md ypt in the tr:l11!3.1C't ion the connr-;c) of C:od st:mds, nnd free ngcncy 
is pcrfcc·t l)· uncoustrniucd. · }'or of a truth :tgninst the holy child 
J C'~u~, wlropt God bel anointed, both et1Jcrod and Pontius Pilate, 
with the Gentiles nnd tire childreu of IH:tC'I, \rere gn thcrcd togcthca· 
for to du wlwtsocvcr the ltand :tnd the counsel of God hnd deter-
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mined before to be done.'' 'y e uwy puztlc oun:dvc!'\ and puulc 
others by askinrr with j\;icoc1cmu):1 u flo,v can these thin~-s Le ?'' 
But it should b~ con~idercd thnt the demonstration uf ~uch prohlcmR 
is not given to !-~Choln~ on our form-tl1:1t. our work is to search the 
Scriptures wltether thesf? thin~~ Le so or uot, nud act nccordingly . 
In these Scriptures "c di~conr tiY.It the diYinc decrees dicl not in­
terfere with the freedom of auy person conccmed in tl1e murdering 
and crucifying of Chri!'t. Th is non-interference "ith free agency, 
the Atonement maintains in all it!'\ operations :md influcuce in worol 
gt>Yemment. The Gospel cxhibiL<4 the AtoneUtent, :~s an open me­
dium of reconcilintion with (;od, and as a moti,·e to deter from .sin, 
nnd persuade to holy obedience. The benefits of the Atonement arc 
freely offered to tltc uncoustr.~ incd ·ncccpt:mce of eYcry one "ho hcn111 
the GospeL Any acceptance of it that is not free aud uncon~trniued, 
is not plensin~ to God, uor anil:lble to tlte benefit of m:Ul . In ac­
cepting it, and choo~i n~ it, ns n moti,·e to holiucs.c; and as a medium 
of p:udon, the bcliewr is free atlll unconstrained; and in r<'jccting 
it as the means of snh ·ntion, every one :-.cts accordin~ to hi!\ o"n free 
will and uninfluenced choice. When the Holy Spirit opens th~ 
heart to attend to the claims and influence of thr .Atoncmc·nt, there 
is no more \'iolence offered to the freedom of the will, th:m there 
,-.·as in Christ ~hOl\" in~ hil= wounds to douhting Tho111as, to mnke hilll 
"not faithl cs.c; but helieviu~ . " The A f<mcment eff~ets no <:h:-.uge 
whateHr in the lows of liberty. It. docs not constrain the sinner to 
accept pardon. It doc.c; not <:onl=lrnin God to c:.:crci~e mercy. As, 
therefore, this ~ounscl of (-;od can be :-.<llllinistcrc<l without. infrinf!­
ing on free agency, it is a F:tmple :-.nu a proof th:-.t nil the pm110l=('S 
of God may be so too. A 11 the "orks of (~tid arc the produ(' t:t of his 
mind and counsel, nnd arc, therefor<', :-.11 of the l=aJUl' n:1turc and • 
tendency. The ''"ork1-1 of God do not cont radi<:t his thought ~, nor do · 
his thoughts contrndict his work~. His ,-.·orks nrc nl"nys t1.•c open 
nnd sincere c~prcssion of hi:- thoughts and purposl'l=1 und ns tlae 
Atonement is one of hi~ chief "orh, it is un C:XJncssinn nnd n ~pcci­
mcn of the bcnc'"olcncc of nll his dccl-ccs, nnd of their non-inter­
ference with the l:nn; of fl-ee groce. 
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(APPENDIX D.) 
HEPOHT OF TilE EXECUTIVE CO)BIITTE.K . . . 

W c. the E:o~.ccuti'"e Committee, hcg le:lTc to report ns follows: 
nalnnce on hand ............. ........ ········· ... .•.. ...... ••..• $42 gl 
Taken up on tit~ S:1bhntb......... ............... ... ........ . 14 70 
Ln!Ot ycnr·~ ~uhscription .......... .................... ......... ··a; 00-!l.J ol 

.J>nid Brother D. J . Apperson for ltissenices ....... . ................ 25 00 

--
Bnlnnce on hnnd ................................................. ... $ G9 51 

.-\11 of which is re~cctfutly subn1ittcd. . 
. - R. CiffiiSTJ. -. :\, Cbuirm:m. 

~ 
{Al'l'ENDIX c.) 

' ~Ol)J.{~S~>ONDING LETTER. 
. / ' 

Dr.An ·RnETHR£~ :-Through the mcr<·y ·or a kind l,ro,;dcnce, 
we have ag-nin been permittetl to n~:-cmble in A~soc-iational cap:~city, 
and f~cl th:1t our spiritual strength is renewed. ·we cardially r~ 
cch·ed yom mes.,en;_;.cr.'i, J~ftlers ·,J. C. H. Lockhart aud E .. J. Hodgers, 
and hclieYe tl1cir ln,~(irs "·ith us h :IYc been abundantly blessed. The 
names of our Dc~lcs to you nrc rc<:ordcd in the minute.~. ' 'fc 
tm~t you ,,jJI find}i~,S~l f.tithful. llrcthrcn, pray for and ,·isit \lll. 

· Affcction:i_lc{y<¢n 's iu thc'"l>onds of Christian loYe, 
. -~'.'tf.:.t$. D .. J. AI'PERSOX, ~Iodcrntor. 

F.. C. ']3I;Ells; J;!l,6r~. 
I 

(API'ENJ.JlX D.) 
Rnlnncc on h"llb~c~iptinn l~~t ycnr ..... ... .. ... : ... ···:· · ...... · .. .... $15 60 
Suh!"cribcd fnr the Jir.cscnt year by • . 
R . . ]. Appcr:;otf .. ............... .... ....... ... .. .............. .......... .... .,.5 00 
H. "!•ri~tian,_ fot· Maccdonin. , .. ... ....... .............................. ~ 00 
S . XT,crctt .............. . ................................................. ~.10 00 
J . C. Rrooks ................ ....... . ........................................ 2 00 
'rm. n. 'rntkins . ........ : . .............. · .................................. c; 00 
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